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Diaspora entrepreneurs are active across 
virtually every major segment of the U.S. 
economy 

From product engineering and data services 
to restaurants, trucking companies, 
construction contractors, and design studios.
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Illinois

California

New York

Florida

Texas

New Jersey

Delaware (often for incorporation)

Top States

Key Pull Factors

72% cite market size and customer demand

Access to capital and regulatory stability

25% say diaspora presence made a difference
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Impact on U.S. Economy
Jobs ·  Revenue ·  Taxes ·  Capital  ·  Reinvestment

45,000+
firms

From family-owned diners

to billion-dollar tech unicorns

~300,000
jobs nationwide

Nearly half in tech & professional 

services

~$24B
annual payroll

Significant purchasing power in local 

economies

$55–58B
annual revenue

≈ GDP of North Dakota (~$60B)

$8–9B
taxes / year

Federal, state & local —

fueling SS, Medicare, schools

$50B+
capital mobilized

Steep acceleration

after 1991 across waves

Reinvestment 
Behavior:

HIGH — Serial founders and community institutions actively recycle wealth into startups, 
funds, and the broader U.S. economy

Impact on U.S. Economy
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Dynamics 2025 → 2026
% of survey respondents   ·  How Ukrainian-American businesses shifted year-on-year

Strategic Priorities

20252026 vs 2025 Δ

Market expansion
57%
57%

flat

Strategic partnerships
17%

42%
+25pp

Funding & capital
9%

36%
+27pp

Talent development
6%

19%
+13pp

Product & innovation

19%
NEW

Challenges

20252026 vs 2025 Δ

High operating costs
60%

42%
-18pp

Visa & immigration
51%

55%
+4pp

Skilled workforce shortage
28%

26%
-2pp

Access to capital
15%

21%
+6pp

AI & tech adoption

11%
NEW

Key shift: #1 factor — visa barriers surge, while AI adoption & partnerships become urgent new priorities

ISE Group · US2UA Business Index 2026



Growth & Investment Plans

% of firms planning to hire or increase investment in the U.S. (by sector)

Sector Hiring
Increasing

Investment

Technology & IT 95% 90%

Knowledge Services 90% 95%

Manufacturing 70% 80%

Transportation & Warehousing 85% 90%

Construction 85% 85%

Retail Trade 85% 80%

Leisure & Hospitality 90% 90%

Health Care & Social Assist. 90% 95%

Creative Sectors 95% 90%

80–95%
of firms plan to

hire & invest more

in the U.S.

Optimism is
widespread

Even manufacturing
and retail plan growth

≥ 90% ≥ 80% < 80%

ISE Group · US2UA Business Index 2026



Key Challenges by Sector

Share of firms in each sector citing a given challenge as significant

Sector
Talent

Shortage
Visa

Constraints
High Operating

Costs
Regulatory

Hurdles
Access to

Capital

Technology & IT 40% 60% 55% 10% 15%

Knowledge Services 25% 45% 50% 30% 10%

Manufacturing 50% 0% 50% 20% 30%

Transportation & Warehousing 20% 10% 70% 20% 20%

Construction 30% 0% 60% 50% 20%

Retail Trade 30% 0% 50% 20% 40%

Leisure & Hospitality 70% 5% 60% 30% 30%

Health Care & Social Assist. 30% 60% 50% 50% 10%

Creative Sectors 20% 20% 50% 20% 50%

Other 35% 55% 55% 15% 25%

Costs are high, hiring is hard — but immigrant-led businesses carry an extra burden: visa & immigration constraints
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Key Challenges by Firm Size

Share of firms citing each challenge as significant — by U.S. employee count

Company Size
Talent

Shortage
Visa

Constraints
High Operating

Costs
Regulatory

Hurdles
Access to

Capital

1–5 employees 25% 55% 50% 10% 40%

6–10 employees 30% 50% 55% 15% 30%

11–50 employees 40% 30% 60% 20% 20%

51–250 employees 50% 20% 65% 30% 10%

250+ employees 60% 10% 50% 30% 5%

SIZE
MATTERS

Across all sizes: operating costs bite hardest — but immigration status creates a compounding disadvantage for smaller firms
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