Rediscovering Discipleship:
Ordinary Means
for an Extraordinary Call



Introductions

1. Name
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What is a Disciple?

Mark 1:16-20

16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew
the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were
fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make
you become fishers of men.” 13 And immediately they left their nets
and followed him. 1° And going on a little farther, he saw James the
son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat
mending the nets. 2 And immediately he called them, and they left
their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and
followed him.



What is a Disciple?

John 14:6

6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through me.



What is a Disciple?

Matthew 22:34-4.0

34 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the
Sadducees, they gathered together. 3> And one of them, a lawyer,
asked him a question to test him.3¢ “Teacher, which is the great
commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first

commandment. 3° And a second is like it: You shall love your
neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two commandments depend all
the Law and the Prophets.”




What is a Disciple?

Matthew 28:16-20

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to
which Jesus had directed them. 17 And when they saw him

they worshiped him, but some doubted.!® And Jesus came and said
to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. 1% Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, 29 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.
And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”



What is a Disciple?
Luke 9:23-24, 58-62; 14:26-27, 33

23 And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up
his cross daily and follow me. %4 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but
whoever loses his life for my sake will save it...>8 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have
holes, and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his

head.” ®® To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury
my father.” ¢® And Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for
you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.”®! Yet another said, “I will follow you,

Lord, but let me first say farewell to those at my home.” ¢2]esus said to him, “No one
who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.”

26 “If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and
children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my
disciple. 2 Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my
disciple...33 So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all that he has cannot
be my disciple.
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What are the ‘ordinary means’ by which Christian disciples grow in
their ability to follow Jesus in this way?

Acts 2:42-47

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and

the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.*3 And

awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being
done through the apostles. #* And all who believed were together

and had all things in common. 4> And they were selling their
possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any
had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together

and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad
and generous hearts, 4’ praising God and having favor with all the

people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were
being saved.




What are the primary and secondary contexts by which disciples
should look to regularly experience growth by these means?

Acts 2:42

42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.



What are the primary and secondary contexts by which disciples
should look to regularly experience growth by these means?

Deuteronomy 6:4-8

4“Hear, O Israel: The LoORD our God, the LORD is one. ° You shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your might. ¢ And these words that I command you today
shall be on your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and
when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you
rise. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be
as frontlets between your eyes.



What are the primary and secondary contexts by which disciples
should look to regularly experience growth by these means?

Matthew 6:5-6

> “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they
love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners,
that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have
received their reward. ® But when you pray, go into your room and
shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your
Father who sees in secret will reward you.



What are the primary and secondary contexts by which disciples
should look to regularly experience growth by these means?

Acts 2:46-47

46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking
bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and
generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all the

people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those
who were being saved.



What are the primary and secondary contexts by which disciples
should look to regularly experience growth by these means?

Hebrews 10:24-25

24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good
works, 2> not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some,
but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day
drawing near.



What are the primary and secondary contexts by which disciples
should look to regularly experience growth by these means?

Titus 2:1-8

1 But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine. 2 Older men are
to be sober-minded, dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in love, and
in steadfastness.3 Older women likewise are to be reverent in

behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. They are to teach what is
good, *and so train the young women to love their husbands and
children, > to be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind,

and submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may not be
reviled.® Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-controlled. 7 Show
yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your
teaching show integrity, dignity, 8and sound speech that cannot be
condemned, so that an opponent may be put to shame, having nothing
evil to say about us.
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What are the unique benefits of focusing on ordinary means of
grace in intercultural discipling contexts?

- Accessibility
- Effectiveness
- Unification

- Clarification

- Edification



What are the unique challenges of focusing on ordinary means of
grace in intercultural discipling contexts?

- Different culturally informed interpretations of Scripture

- Different culturally informed worship preferences

- Different culturally informed expectations of gospel community life
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What fruit should we expect from focusing on the ordinary means
of grace in our intercultural discipleship communities?

Romans 12:9-21

7 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good. 19 Love one
another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another in showing honor. 11 Do not be
slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in
tribulation, be constant in prayer. 13 Contribute to the needs of the saints and seek
to show hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse

them. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 1 Live in
harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. Never
be wise in your own sight. 17 Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what
is honorable in the sight of all. 13If possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. 1° Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of
God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20 To the
contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to
drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.



