
BasicnotesofHistoryP210/1NationalMovementsandNewStatesinAfricacourtesyofline.

KeyelemntsofhistoryofAfricaP210/1

Structureofastardardexaminationpaper
 Thepapercomprisestenquestions,eachcarry25marks

 Thecandidateisexpectedtoanswerfourquestionsinthreehours

 Noquestioniscompulsoryunlessstated;howeveracandidateisexpectedtoreadthe
instructions

Beforeattemptinganexamination
 Readthroughallthequestionsaboutthreetimesbeforechoosingany

 Interptretthequestionscarefullynanddeterminetherightapproachforeach

 Understandthelanguageineachquestionandknowtherequirements

 Understandingthelaunguegeinthequestionhelpstodeterminetheeasiestquestionto
attempt

 Anyessayquestionisonetowhichacandidatehastherightapproachandenough
correspondingpoints

 Threequartersoftherequiredpointsshouldbepresentedforonetoscorebetterresults
foreachquestion

HowtopassHistoryP210/1
 Chosetheeasiestquestions

 Giverelevantandenoughpoints,aboutthreequarterofwhatisrequired

 Havetherightskillsinwritingexcellenctessay

 Observeandmaintainchronologicalorderinyourpresentation

 Giveandmaintainaclearstandpointforaquestionthatrequiresone

 Planyouressayi.e.useabout5-10minutestocarefullyplanforeachquestionbefore
answering

Whyplan?
 Todeterminethecomplexityofthequestion

 Anablesacandidatetorecalleasly

 Itensureschronologicalflowoftheessay

 Helpstoavoidrepetition

 Todeterminetherightstandpoint
Howtopresentagoodessay
Agoodessayorpresentationmustbealogicalsequencepresentationi.e.itshouldormust



haveanintroduction,bodyandtheconclusion

1.Anintroduction

 Anintroductionisthepreciseinformationinthe1stparagraphoftheessaythatbriefly
talksabouttheitem ortopicinthequestionbeforepresentingtheguistoftheentireessay

 Itistheopeningremarkoftheessay.Itsetsthetoneofthequestion

 Itgivesthereaderthesenseofdirection

 Itgivestheimpressionandthereforedeterminesthemarkessaycanfetch

 Forthequestionsthatrequiresthestandpointthestandpointshouldbepresentedfirstin
theintroductionbeforeitisreflectedinthebodyandtheconclusion

 Anessaywithoutacorrespondingintroductionisafairlygoodessayandfetchesa
maximum of15marks

Howtointroduceanessay
 Identifythemaintopicorsub-themeorsubjectofthequestion

 Givebriefdefinitionsofthemajorconceptsorsub-themeinthequestion

 Foraneventwithacleartimeframe,(periodwhenaneventoccurred)givetheavailable
informationlikedatesandyearsintheintroduction.

 Itisnecessarytomentionkeypartiesi.e.countries,powers,andpersonality,inanevent
wheretheyexist.

 Forquestionsaboutachievementsorfailuresofaconcept,ideaoranorganisationwhose
aimsandobjectivesareclear,showawarenessoftheaimsandobjectivesbymentioning
atleastoneortwointheintroduction.

 Stateaclearstandpointintheintroductionforaquestionthatrequiresit.
Note:
 Anintroductionisnotasummaryofthepointstobepresentedintheessay!Itmust

therefore,bebriefandprecise.Itshouldbeabout5-7lines.
2.Thebody
 Thebodycomprisestherelevantpointspresented,wellstated,explained,illustratedand

linkedtothequestion.

 Itisimportantthatyoustarteveryparagraphwiththepoint,welllinkedtothequestion.I.e.
presentaparagraphpoint.

 Avoidstartingyourparagraphswithsuchwordsandphraseslikefirstandforemost,also,
tobeginwith,toaddontheabove,asifthatisnotenough,Iam stillcoming,etcetera.
Suchphrasesmaybiastheexaminer.

 UseverysimpleEnglishwhenexplainingyourpoints;avoidcomplicatedvocabulariesand
slangs.

 Wherepossible,giveanexampleforeverypointyoupresent.Examplesmayrangefrom
datesandyearsofhistoricalevents,placesofevents,partiesinvolvedintheeventsi.e.
countries,personalitiesandorganisations,etc.



 Avoid congesting manyideasinoneparagraph;everyparagraphshould representa
differentideaorpointofdiscussion.

 Properpunctuationshouldbeobserved.Writeshortsentencesforeasypunctuation.

 Punctuatingpreventstheessayfrom beingnarrative

 Avoidheadingorunderliningyourpoints,presentparagraphpointstoensureasystematic
flowofideasintheessay.Linkeverypointtothequestionbeforeexplainingit.

 Ensureasystematicflowofideasi.e.chronologicalorder(arrangement)ofhistoricalfacts.

 Everyparagraphshouldanswerthefollowingquestions,

(i) WHATcausedanevent(statementofthepoint)?

(ii) HOW diditcausetheevent(explanationwithanexample?

(iii) SOWHAT;agoodanalysedpointwithaconclusionlinkingthepointbacktothe
question.

Belowisthesimpleformulaofwritingagoodparagraphinhistory:
P StatethePointandlinkittothequestion
E Explainthepointclearly
E GiveanapplicableexampleorIllustration
R Concludethepointrelatingitbacktothequestion

 Presentaparagraphofabouteight-to-tenlinesi.e.aboutthreetofourparagraphsper
pageofanexaminationanswerbooklet.

3.Theconclusion
 Thesearetheclosingremarksoftheessaypresentedtothereaderorexaminer.

 Theconclusionismoreconcisethantheintroduction.

 Itisoneofthekeyareasthatcreateimpressionandhencedeterminethemarktheessay
fetches.

 Ifyouressayhasnoconclusion,thenitisshortofalogicalsequencepresentation.

 Youmu3ttherefore,Ensurethatyoudonotleaveyouressayhangingandalwaysgiveitan-
appropriateconclusion.

 Maintainthestandpointintheconclusionforaquestionthatrequiresone.

 Sometimesitisrighttoidentifyandwriteastandpointasconclusionforaone-sided
presentation.

 Anessaywithoutaconclusionscoresamaximum of15marks

Aconclusionisnotasummaryofthefactspresentedintheessay;itissimplyafinalanalysis
ofthewholepresentation(essay).Itshouldthereforebeabouttwo-to-fourlines.

Chronologyandsystematicpresentation

Whatischronologicalpresentationandhowshouldchronologybeobserved?



 Agoodessayin"ADVANCEDLEVELhistory"shouldhaveacenterofdirection.Itisnota
fairplayifyourideasaresimplyscatteredorthrownanyhowthroughouttheessay.

 Astudentofhistoryatadvancedlevelshouldaim atpresentingaquality-essayinorderto
scoreverygoodorexcellentmarks.

 OneoftheaspectsofqualityandexcellenceinpresentingA'levelhistoryisensuring
chronologyorsystematicflowofhistoricalfacts.

 Chronologyisthearrangementofhistoricalfactsoreventsinorderofwhatoccurredfirst
tothelasteventtooccur,orbyconsideringpolitical,socialandeconomicaspects.

 Chronologicalarrangementoftheessaycandependondatesandyearsofevents.

 Someeventsleadtotheoccurrenceofothereventsandtheseshouldbearrangedinorder
ofsequence.

 Chronologymaybedeterminedbyconsideringthestrengthoffactorsthatcauseanevent
underdiscussion.

 Asystematicallyflowingessaycanalsobeconsideredbydiscussingprimaryevents(most
importantfactors)priortoorbeforeeventsthatfollowedlater.

 Itcanalsobearrangedbetweeninternalandexternalfactors

Standpoint:
 Themostsignificantaspectinhistoryisastandpoint.Thisisthepositionthatonetakes

onacontradictingsituationoracontroversialquestion(two-sidedquestion).

 Itisthesideordecisionahistoriantakesinanargumentorpresentationthatisnotall
conclusive.

 Thestandpointdistinguishesamatureargument,presentationor(essay)from anordinary
one.

 Itcreatesthefirstimpressionbeforeanythingelseintheessayespeciallyifwellstatedin
theintroduction.

 Astandpointshowsthatthehistorianisabletoweighfactsandtakeaparticularposition
ofthemanyideasavailable.

Basicsofastandpoint
 Astandpointmustbeclear,specificandquantifiableormeasurable.

 Itmustbemaintainedthroughouttheessayandnotcontradicted.

 Thestandpointshouldbeidentifiedintheintroduction,transitionparagraph(commonly
knownas"howeverpart”)andconclusion.

 Astandpointdoesnotdependonthenumberofpointspresentedbutitratherconcerns
themostimportanteventorfactorofallfactspresented.

 Anyessaywithoutastandpointonaquestionthatrequiresitmaynotscoreabove12of
25marks.



 Inthesameway,acontractedstandpointwillaffectthescoreoftheessaythatcouldhave
beenverygood(19~21marks)orexcellent(22-25marks).Acontractedstandpointmay
fetchamaximum of13of25marks.

Examplesofclear,specificandvalidstandpoints
a)Toalarger/bigger/greaterextent
b)Toalargest/biggest/greatestextent
c)Toaverylarge/verybig/verygreatest
d)Largelyled...
e)Toasmaller/lesserextent
f) Toasmallest/leastextent
g)Toaverysmall/veryless
h)Moreimportant/moresignificant
i) Mostimportant/mostsignificant
j) ...wasprimarilyresponsible
k)Playedatremendousrole

Examplesofunclearandinvalidstandpoints
a)Tosomeextent
b)Toacertainextent
c)Toafairextent
d)Couldbetoabigextent
e)Maybetoalargeextent
f) Thecontributionwasfifty-fifty

Examplesofcontradictedstandpoints
a) ToalargerextentWorldWarIIledtothegrowthofAfricannationalism...however,other

factorsweretoalargerextent...

b) Playedasignificantrole...however,otherfactorsweretoalargerextent...

c) ….wasprimarilyresponsible...however,otherfactorsweretoagreaterextent...

d) …….wasprimarilyresponsibletoasmallerextent...

e) Achievedtoalargerextent...however,thefailureswereverymany

f) Africanelitecontributestoalargerextent...however,thesuperpowersplayedaverygood
role……….

Pleasenote:
Attimesthestandpointiscontradictedduringdiscussionoffactshenceacandidatemust
takecareofthewordsselectedandusedduringthepresentation

Markallocationof“A”levelHistoryasof2018
00-05(anirrelevantorhopelessessay)
06-09(justtothepoint)
10-12(generalizedorO'leveltypeessay)
13-15(fairlygoodessay)
16-18(goodessay)
19-21(verygoodessay)
22-25(excellentessay)

Note:
1. A'levelHistoryismarkedbyimpression-impressionistheimpactcreatedonthereaderor



examinerbythework(essay)presentedbyahistorian.

2. Impressionisdetermined,createdoraffectedbythequalityandquantityoftheessay
presented.Qualityandquantityshouldbewellbalancedtocreate"betterimpression."

3. Impression could be positive ornegative.'therefore,itattracts reward orpenalty
respectivelywhichleadstogoodorpoormarksawardedtoanessay.

BelowishowimpressionDeterminesmarksforahistoryessay:

Irrelevantessay(00-05)
• Candidatesetstheirquestion
• Hasawronginterpretationofthequestion
• Veryscantyinformation
• Veryfewfactsgivenandinoutline
• Wrongornoexamples
• Answersdonotreflectthequestiondemands"
•Theessayisverypoorandfullofgambling
• Poorspellings
• Thequestionisgenerallymisfired

Justtothepoint(06-09)
• Thestem ofthequestionispoorlyhandled
• Pointsareoutlined
• Someofthefactsareaccidentallymentionedwithnoexamples
• Astandpointmaybeaccidentallymentionedandcontradicted
• Somanyhistoricalfactualerrors
• Veryfewfactsaregivenwithnoexplanation
• Onlyonesideoftheessayisgivenonaquestionrequiringtwo

“O”levelessay(10-12)
• Questioninterpretationisrightbuttheessayislargelynarrative
• Nosystematicfactualanalysis
• Shallowexplanationspresented
• Somefactsareoutlinedandlacklinkagetothequestiondemands
• Manyrepetitionswithveryfewexamples
• Astandpointisnotpresented,butifstated,itiseithernotclear,oritiscontradicted
• Veryfewpoints/historicalfactsarepresented

Fairlygoodessay(13-15)
• Rightinterpretationandgoodquestionapproach
• About½oftherequiredpointsorhistoricalfactsgiven
• Standpointgivenbutthestem notexhausted
• Fairlygoodpresentation
• Thoughsomefactsgivenarewrong
• Sometimesthepointsgivenaregoodbutthestandpointisaccidentallymentioned.
• Wellexplainedpointsbutnoexamples
• Fairlanguageandcommunicationintheessay
• Thestem ofthequestionisnotwellhandled(inatwo-sidedpresentation)
• Thequestionlackseitherarelevantintroductionorconclusion,orboth
• Theessaycouldhavequalifiedtobegoodorverygoodbutislimitedbyfactualerrorsor

limitedcoverage

Agoodessay(16-18)



• Theessayhasallthegoodfeaturesmentionedinafairlygoodbracket.
• Thepresentationismorethan1/2oftherequiredpoints
• Theessayhasasystematicflow,theintroduction,bodyandconclusion
• Theessayiswellfocusedwithgoodanalysis
• Thepointsarewellexplainedanddemonstratedwithqualityreasoningandinlinewiththe

demandsofthequestiononly,
• Thestem ofthequestioniswellhandled(withatleasteightpoints)
• Thepointsarewellstatedandlinkedtothequestion,explained,illustratedandconcludedor

referredbacktothequestion
• Goodexamplesorillustrationsgiven
• Acorrectandmeasurableclearstandpointisgiven
• Theessaycouldqualifytobeverygoodbutthestandpointisnotmentionedwhen
expected

Verygoodessay(19-21)
• Allthegoodfeaturesinagoodessayareexhibited
• Muchofwhatexpectedisgiveni.e.½oftheexpectedpointsraised
• Pointsarepresentedsystematically,wellarguedingoodandsimpleEnglish
• Thepointsarelinkedtothequestionandnotaccidentallymentioned
• Chronologicalflowofinformationisobserved
• Relevanthistoricalfactsaregivenwithcorrectspellings
• Nofactualerrors,nolies
• Aclearandmeasurablestandpointisgivenintheintroduction,transitionparagraphand

conclusion,andmaintainedthroughouttheessay
• Theessayiscoherent
• Somedegreeoforiginalityidentified
• Respectofapropertime-frame

Excellentessay(22-25)
• Almostalltherequiredpointsareexhausted
• Allthepointsarecorrectandnotrepeated
• Newideasorpointsaregivenontopofthoseexpected
• Correctexamplesandnospellingerrors
• CarefullyselectedandsimpleEnglishused
• Theessayissystematicandflowsinachronologicalorder
• Averyclearstandpointisgivenwhereitisexpectedandmaintainedthroughouttheessay
• Respectofapropertime-frame
• Originalityandcreativityintheessayobserved
• Allthefeaturesofaverygoodessayarerecognised

PleaseNote:
Majorityofthecandidatesproducefairlygoodessays.AfairlygoodessaywouldbeaVERY
GOODorevenEXCELLENTESSAYbuttherearemistakesalwayscommittedbyhistorians,
whichlimitthescoresofsuchanessay.E.g.anessaywithacontradictedstandpointwill
scoreamaximum of13of25yetifthestandpointwaswellstatedandnotcontradicted;the
markcouldriseto19of25,ifthepresentationwaswelldiscussed.

InordertoscoreC3,D2andDlinA'levelhistory,andthereforestandachanceofachieving
principlepass'A'or'B',acandidateneedstoscoreaminimum of18Marksoneveryquestion
attempted.(Youshouldaim atthis...)

Whymostessays are (only)fairlygood i.e.common mistakes committed in history
presentation,whichleadstolowscoresof(13-15)
• Wronginterpretationofquestionswhichleadstowrongapproaches



• Lackofcontentorknowledgeonthesubjectmatterinthequestion
• Scantyandsketchyinformationpresented
• Wrongspellingsofhistoricalterms,namesorevents
• Poorcommunicationi.e.inabilitytoexplainhistoricalfacts
• Norespecttotimeframei.e.presentingfactsoutsidethestipulatedperiodofeventin

questionorgivingwrongtenses
• Failuretogiveexampleswhererequiredorgivingwrongandirrelevantexamples
• Limitedcoveragei.e.givingveryfewpoints,lessthan%orworstofall,lessthan½ofthe

requiredanswers.
• Ignoringastandpointonanessaywhereitisexpectedorcontradictingofstandpoint.
• Wrongstatementofpointsintheparagraphsi.e.failuretolinkyourpointstothequestion
• VerygoodEnglishpresentedwithadisputingandahardtoreadhandwriting
• Failuretointroduceorconcludetheessay.

(NB:ahistoryessayismarkedasawholeinclusiveoftheintroductionandconclusion,for
anoverallimpression.Anyessaythatlackseitheranintroductionorconclusionisan
incompleteonehence,itfallsshortofbeinggood,verygoodorexcellent).

Solution:
Ifcandidates carefullyunderstood the above common errors which restrictthem from
excellingandworktowardsdoingtherightthingsintheexamination,theywillbeassuredof
excellentgrades.

NATIONALISM,AFRICANNATIONALISM ANDDECOLONISATION
Nationalism perseisastrongdevotiontoone'snationusuallymanifestingitselfthrough
patrioticfeelings,effortsandprinciples.Itisaforceofchangeorpowerfulideathatcandrive
menandwomenofagivenstateornationtoactioninordertoachievetheirwell-being.

Peoplelongtodecidefortheirowndestinybecauseofnationalism.Therefore,nationalism is
adesirebypeopleofagivennationtogovernthemselveswithoutexternalorforeigninfluence.
Itputsthewelfareofthestateoverandaboveeverythingelse.

Thismeansthatnationalism isloyaltyanddevotiontoone'snation.Itisregardedasaduty
andincludesprideinthenation'sculture,historyandthedesirefornationalindependence.

However,apoliticalindependencewithoutcontroloftheeconomyisnotcompletefreedom if
acountryistobeindependentofforeigninfluenceandinterference.Theeconomicsub-
structuredeterminesthesocio-politicalsuper-structureofsociety.

AFRICANNATIONALISM
Ontheotherhand,Africannationalism isthepoliticalawarenessofallpeopleofAfrica
regardlessoftheirorigin,colour,race,andreligion,"thattheybelongtotheAfricancontinent
andthattheydesiretoprotectanddefendtheircontinentfrom humiliation,oppression,
exploitation,discrimination(racialsegregation)slavery,andcolonialism againstallodds.

ItmeansthatAfricansdesiretobetreatedbetterbytheinternationalcommunitywiththe
highestdegreeofequalityliketheotherpeoplesfrom therestoftheWorld.

LEVELSOFAFRICANNATIONALISM
a.Ethno-consciousness(intra-stateorsubnationalism)
ThisisanAfricanbelongingdefinedbytheinterconnectionofpeopleofsimilarethnicortribal
origin.Thisform ofAfricannationalism iscommonlyexpressedthroughtribalism,nepotism
andsectarianism oftencausingcivilwarsandsecessionistorseparatistmovements.Ethno-
consciousnesswasexperiencedinRwandain1959and1990-94,inNigeriaduringtheBiafra
warof1967-70andinCongoduringtheKatangacrisisof1961-64.



b.Racialconsciousness(racism)
Itisdefinedbysegregation(discrimination)basedoncolourdifferences.Thiswaswitnessed
inSouthAfricaduringApartheid(Afrikanernationalism)wheretheminoritywhitesoppressed
theblackmajority.Racialnationalism wasalsoexperiencedinZimbabwewherethewhite
settlersdiscriminatedtheblackmajorityespeciallyduringIanSmith'sregimeandintheSudan
whereArabsofthenorthdominatedblacksofthesouth.

c.Supernationalism (Transethnicnationalism)
Thisisnationalism atcountryornationallevel.Itisafeelingoftogethernessorbelongingtoa
nationregardlessofdifferencesinethnicorigins,colour,backgroundorreligion.Itisaforce
thatbroughttogetherAfricansofgivennationstostrugglefortheirindependence.

d.Supranationalism (PanAfricanism)
PanAfricanism isthespiritualunityorsolidarityofAfricanslivingwithinAfricaandthe
Diaspora;theirlovefortheAfricancontinentandtheprideinbelongingtoororiginatingfrom
theAfricancontinentregardlessofnationalboundaries.

Thisform ofnationalism iseither'

i.Trans-Saharannationalism wheretheArabNorthAfricaworktogetherandconfirm with
BlackAfrica(subSaharanAfrica)or

ii. Trans-Atlanticnationalism whereAfricansonthecontinentarefullyintouchwithAfrican
descendantsoutsideAfricai.e.inAmerica,CaribbeanandWestindies.

DEFINITIONANDUNDERSTANDINGOFAFRICANNATIONALISM:
AfricanNationalism canbedefinedasthedesireofAfricanstoendallmajorformsofforeign
controlandinfluenceinordertohavecontroloftheirpolitical,socialandeconomicaffairs.

The introduction offoreign systems ofgovernmentand the loss ofindependence to
foreignerscausedfeelingsofresistanceamongrulersandpeoplesofAfrica.Therefore
foreign controlcaused feelings ofnationalism among Africans and theirdesire for
decolonization.

DecolonizationisthereforetheprocessofgrantingAfricansself-ruleandindependence,and
theirfreedom from foreign(European)rule.Decolonizationwashencemotivatedbythe
nationalistspiritofAfricans.

DifferentAfricanleadersandhistoryscholarshavedefinedAfricanNationalism differently:

NkrumahlooksatAfricannationalism asAfricaneffortstowardsindependence,mobilization
ofAfricanpeopletowardsdevelopmentoftheirnationandoppositiontoforeigninfluence.

JuliusNyerereexplainsthatAfricannationalism shouldbegearedtowardsindependenceand
motivationtoAfricanstorejectforeigninterference;andensuretheirdestiny.

AccordingtoNelsonMandela,Africannationalism aimsatfreeingofAfricansfrom foreign
dominationandleadership,thecreationofaunitednationoutofmanytribes,andthecreation
ofconditions,whichcanenableAfricanstomaketheirowncontributionstohumanprogress
andhappiness.

ProfessorAliMazruidescribesAfricanNationalism astheAfricandesirefornationhoodand
theemergencyofnew statesinAfricatowardspoliticalandeconomicemancipation.He
emphasizestheeliminationofcolonialism andthebirthofconsciousnessandprideofbeing
African;belongingtotheAfricancontinentandliberationagainstforeigndomination.



ProfessorSemakulaKiwanukadefinesAfricanNationalism asatotalrejectionofallformsof
colonialism andmanifestations(characteristics)inpolitical,social,andeconomicspheresso
astoachievecompleteindependence.

According to Muhamood Mamdani,African nationalism is the African struggle for
independenceandeliminatesforeigninfluencefrom socio-economicaffairsofAfrica.

Africannationalism hastakenthetrendorforceoftryingtocreateunityandpatrioticfeelings
among people ofAfrica regardlessofcolor,religion,culture,tribe and fighting against
imperialism inallitsformsandmalpractices.

TheconceptofAfricanNationalism canalsobeexplainedasdesireforAfricanindependence
andfreedom from eitherforeignorinternaloppression,"theawarenessofAfricanpeoplethat
theybelongtoanationwithpolitical,social,andeconomicidentitiesandinterestsoftheirown.

ItemphasizestheconsciousnessorawarenessofbelongingtoAfricaandAfricannation,
shownbythedesiretodevelopthatnationsocially,politicallyandeconomicallywithout
foreigninfluence.

ItisapoliticalwayoftheAfrican-peopleinoppositiontoforeigndominationandfavour
Africanrule.Itisanexpressionofhostilitytoforeignruleinallitsmanifestationpolitical,
socialandeconomic.

Inconclusiontherefore,AfricanNationalism isanexpressionofhostilitytoforeignruleand
dominationinallitsforms;adesiretocreateunityandsolidarityandforgedevelopmentof
Africanpeople.

FACTORS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF AFRICAN
NATIONALISM

Referencequestions
a)ExaminethefactorsthatledtothegrowthofmodernAfricannationalism

b)ExplainthefactorsthatinfluencedthestruggleforindependenceinAfrica

c)AccountforthegrowthofAfricannationalism

d)Whatwerethefactorsresponsibleforthegrowthofmodernnationalism inAfrica?
Before1960,muchofAfricawasstillunderEuropeancolonialcontrol.However,by1970most
ofAfricawasindependentofEuropeancolonialism.Therefore,theeventsthatinfluenced
Africanstodemandforself-ruleandcompleteeradicationofEuropeaninfluencecanbe
analysedasfollows'

1.EuropeanoppressivecolonialpoliciesinAfrica
TheexistenceofEuropeancolonialism arousedAfricangrievanceagainstcolonialism.These
colonialpoliciesincludedracialdiscrimination,poortaxationsystem liketheunpopularhuttax
chargedonmalesof12yearsandabove,poorlaboursystem (forcedorcontractlabour),
grabbingofAfricanlandandforcingthem intoreservesandarbitraryarrest(withouttrial)of
African nationalists.The colonialpolicies humiliated,oppressed and exploited Africans.
Africanelites(nationalists)whoeithercondemnedorroseupagainstcolonialgovernments
likeKwameNkrumahoftheGoldCoast,JomoKenyattaofKenyaandNelsonMandelaof
SouthAfricagotarrested.'somelikeAmilcanCabralofPortugueseGuineaandEdwardo
MondlaneofMozambiqueweremurderedwhileKingEdwardMutesa(Buganda)andSultan
MuhammadofMoroccowereforcedintoexile.Thus,thecolonialoppressivepolicieswhich
wereaimedatconsolidatingEuropeandominationsprovokedAfricanpatriotstostrugglefor



independence.

2.MissionaryactivitiesinAfrica
TheactivitiesofChristianmissionariesinfluencedAfricanstrugglesforindependence.Some
EuropeanmissionariesshowedhumaneconcerntothecauseofAfricanstobefreefrom
colonialexploitation.TheypreachedthegospelofequalityofracesbeforeGodandlovefor
others,andcondemnedthemistreatmentofAfricansubjectsbyEuropeancolonialists.This
missionaryimpactwasfeltinSouthAfricaandCentralAfrica.InNyasaland(Malawitoday),
theScottishmissionariessupportedtheAfricancauseforlibertyandpoliticalrightsaswellas
emphasizingindependencethroughthesloganof"AfricaforAfricans''Insomestateslike
Kenyahowever,themissionariesneverlivedwhattheypreached.Theywerediscriminative
andactivelytookpartinmistreatingKenyans.Nevertheless,positivelyornegatively,the
missionaryactivitieswereinstrumentalintheriseofAfricannationalism.

3.TheriseofAfricanindependentchurches
TheemergenceofAfricanindependentchurchmovementwasasteptowardsanticolonial
strugglesinAfrica.BythelatenineteenthCentury,Africanclergymenhadfailedintheir
demandstobeincludedinchurchgovernancethatwasdominatedbythewhitepriestsand
missionaries.Africanconverts(priests)establishedtheirownchurchesbasedonAfrican
principles.TheindependentchurchmovementwasactiveinNigeria,NyasalandandKenya.
TheleadersofthesechurcheslikeJohnChilembweofNyasalandandIsaiahofSouthAfrica
preached againstoppression ofAfricansand demanded forAfrican rights.TheAfrican
churches exhibited the factthatAfricans could run theirown affairs.The success of
independentChurchesinfluencedAfricandemandforpoliticalindependence.

4.TheexistenceofindependentAfricanstates,LiberiaandEthiopia
ThepresenceofindependentAfricanstatesmotivatedAfricansundercolonialism todemand
forindependence.Byearly19thCentury,almosttheentireAfricancontinentwasunder
Europeancolonialdominationapartfrom LiberiaandEthiopia.LiberiawasprotectedbyUSA
whileEthiopiahadastrongAfricanleaderMenelikIIwhohaddefeatedItalyin1896.These
twostatesenjoyedindependencewithrelatedbenefitssuchasself-rule,exemptionfrom
colonialoppressionandanindependenteconomy. Theindependencebenefitsenjoyedby
EthiopiaandLiberiamotivatedotherAfricanstoriseupagainstEuropeancolonism.

5.Lessonsfrom Japanesesuccesssince1880
Japanby1860hadstartedprogressinginsocio-economicdevelopmentbasedonJapanese
nativecultures.TheAsiancountrywasthefirstmajornon-westernpowertoexperiencerapid
developmentwithoutforeigninfluence.ThisJapaneseeconomicsuccesssupportedbyher
militaryadvancementrangabelltoAfricansthatdevelopmentispossibleintheabsenceof
westerninfluence.Africanstherefore,roseupagainstcolonialistsdemandingforanendto
colonialexploitation

6.InfluenceofblacksintheDiasporaandthePanAfricanMovement-PAM (since1900)
TheinfluenceofAfricandescendantsintheDiasporacontributedtothedecolonisationof
Africa.TheAfricandescendantslikeW.E.BDuBois,MarcusGarveyandSylvesterWilliams
establishedthePanAfricanMovementaimedatliberatingallblacksallovertheworldfrom
whitedominationandoppression.TheywereaggrievedbytheincreasedEuropeancolonial
dominationoftheirmotherlandAfrica.ThroughthePAM,theyemphasisedasloganof"Africa
forAfricans",extendedfinancialandmoralassistancetoAfricanfreedom fightersandadvised
Africanstoapplymilitarymeansinordertoachieveindependence.

7.ImpactofWorldWarI(1914-18)
TheoutbreakandeventualendofWorldWarIhadahandinthegrowthofAfricannationalism.
TheeventsthatfollowedWorldWarIprovokednationalisticfeelingsinAfrica.Followingthe



end ofthewar,GermanylosthercolonialpossessionsinAfrica,whichraised hopeof
independenceamongtheseterritories.In1918,LloydGeorgethePremierofBritainstatedthat
theideaofself-governancewasrelevantto onlyformerGermancoloniesandoccupied
territoriesinEurope.ThisdeniedtheformerGermanAfricancoloniestheopportunitytobe
freefrom foreigndomination.Italsopartlyledtothe1919PanAfricanCongressinParisallof
whichinfluencedAfricantodemandforFreedom.

8.TheRussianrevolution(1917)
TheinfluenceoftheRussianrevolutionof1917ledtothegrowthofAfricannationalism.The
BolsheviksledbyLenindefeatedtheMensheviksofAlexanderKerenskyandestablished
communism inRussia.Lenin'scommunistideologywasgreatlyopposedtocapitalism which
hadinfluencedtheintroductionofcolonialism inAfrica.CommunistRussiabecameanallyof
Africansagainstforeigndomination.Communism spreadthegospelofequalityofallnations
andencouragedrevolutionaryarmedstruggleswhichliberationmovementslikeFLN,MPLA
andSWAPOadoptedagainstEuropeancolonialism.

9.TheItalianinvasionofEthiopia(1935)
TheItalianinvasionofEthiopiain1935isyetanothermajoreventthatraisedthespiritof
Africancohesionagainstwhiteaggression.MussoliniattackedEthiopiapartlytorevengethe
1896AdowahumiliationinordertoextendItalianimperialism.TheinvasionofEthiopiawas
thelastmajoractionofEuropeancolonialism inAfricawhichviolatedthe2000yearsof
Ethiopianindependence.Thecrisisdeepenedasenseofnationalisticbelongingandcreated
politicalawarenessamongAfricans.TheItalianactviolatedEthiopia'ssovereigntywhichfor
solonghadbeenasymbolofAfricansovereignty.Therefore,theItalo-Ethiopiancrisisraised
theissueoftherighttoself-determinationelsewhereinAfrica.

10.ImpactofWorldWarII(1939-45)
The outbreak and aftermath ofthe Second World Warwas a turning pointin the
decolonisationofAfrica.ThewarwasbetweentheAlliedpowersofBritain,France,Poland
andlaterUSAandUSSR;andtheAxispowerscomprisingmainlyGermany,Austria,Japanand
Italy.Africanswererecruitedbytheircolonialmasterstogoandparticipateinthewaras
soldiers,portersandcooks.TheseAfricansacquiredmilitaryskillswhichwereinstrumental
forthestruggleforindependence.Theex-servicemenincludedAhmedBenBellaofAlgeria,
GeneralChina(WaruhiuItote)amongothers.ThewarmadecolonialmasterstogiveAfricans
highsoundingbutemptypromises.ThisinfluencedAfricanstoturnagainstcolonialists.

11.ImpactoftheAtlanticCharter(1941)
AnothereventthatraisednationalisticfeelingsamongAfricanswastheAtlanticChartedthe
charterwassignedinAugust1941duringthecourseofWorldWarIIbetweentheAlliedcamp
ledbyWinstonChurchill,PrimeministerofUnitedKingdom andFranklinRooseveltPresident
ofUSAwithJosephStalinleaderofRussiaastheobserver.ArticleIIIofthecharterstipulated
thatthedominatedpeopleandallstatesunderoccupationhadarighttochoosefora
governmentoftheirown.BritainandUSAagreedthattimehadcometoliberatethoseunder
foreigndominationfrom thebondageofoppression.Thechartertherefore,influencedthe
Africandesireforindependence.

12.EthiopiansuccessoverItaly(1941)
ThemilitaryvictoryofEthiopiansovertheItaliansin1941becamealessontotherestof
Africanstatesunderwhitedomination.TheEthiopianresistancetoItalianlandgrabbing,
forcedlabourarbitraryarrestsandpoortaxationinspiredtheactivitiesofAfricanselsewhere
againstwhitesettlers.TheleadershipoftheBlackLionsmovementemployedguerrillaand
terroristmethodsagainsttheItalians,whichincludedviolentattacksonItaliansettlersand
theirproperty,investmentsandinstallations.ThesemethodswereadoptedinKenya,Angola,
AlgeriaandBritishCentralAfricawherewhitepropertyandinvestmentsbecameincreasingly



thetargetsofAfricanpatriotsinthestruggleforself-rule.ThesuccessofEthiopiansin1941
hence,becameamotivationalfactorinthestruggleagainstEuropeandomination.

13.ThecontributionoftheBrazzavilleconference(194-4)
TheBrazzavillemeetingof1944influencedthestruggleforindependenceespeciallyinFrench
WestAfrica.Threatenedbytherisinganti-colonialsentimentsinAfrica,CharlesdeGaullethe
FrenchleaderconvenedameetingofallFrenchcolonialrepresentativesinAfrica.Themeeting
wasaimedatdivertingtheattentionoftheAfricancolonialsubjectsfrom theideaofself-rule,
andrewardingthem fortheirsupporttoFranceagainstGermanyoccupationduringthe
Second World War.The conference led to politicalconcessionswhich created political
awarenessamongtheAfricans.Africansattainedadministrativeposts,nativeassemblies
wereintroduced;deGaulleincreasedAfricanrepresentationintheFrenchparliamentand
allowedAfricanstoform politicalgroupings.TheoutcomesoftheBrazzavilleconference
influencedAfricanstodemandfortheirindependence.

14.TherisetopoweroftheLabourpartyinBritain(1945)
ThecomingtopoweroftheLabourpartyinBritainin1945influencedindependenceagitations
inBritishAfrica.ShortlyafterWorldWarIIelectionswereheldinBritainwiththeLabourParty
ofClementAtlee defeating the Conservative Party ofWinston Churchill.The Labour
governmentunderClementwasliberal;initiatedpoliticalreformsinBritishAfricancolonies
whichincludednew constitutionsi.e.theBurnsconstitutioninTheGoldCoastandthe
RichardsconstitutioninNigeria'bothin1946);andincreasedAfricanrepresentationinthe
LEGCO.ThesepoliticaldevelopmentsincreasedAfricanmoraleforindependence.

15.FormationandroleofUnitedNationsOrganization-UNO(1945)
TheemergenceofUNOasthenewinternationalcustodianofworldpeaceworkedinfavourof
African nationalism.TheUNO replaced theuselessLeagueofNationswhich had been
dominatedbyFranceandBritain,twoofEuropeanpowerswithmajoritycoloniesinAfrica.
Awareofthedangersofimperialism,theUNcreatedaDecolonizationCommitteetooversee
thetransitionfrom colonialism toindependence.ThebodyalsoestablishedaTrusteeship
CounciltotakecareofformermandatedterritoriesoftheLeagueandpreparetheseformer
GermanandItaliancoloniesforindependence.TheUNdeclaredtheyearsbetween1950and
1960asadecadeofdecolonisation.TheinterventionoftheUnitedNationsOrganisation
hurriedtheindependenceinTunisia,Ghana,LibyaandMorocco.

16.ImpactoftheManchesterConference(1945)
ThefifthPanAfricanConferenceheldinManchesterEnglandwasanothereventthatledto
theconsolidationofAfricandesireforself-rule.OrganisedbyAfricandescendantslikeW.E.B.
DuBoisandGeorgePadmore,theconferencewasattendedbyAfricanslikeNkrumahofthe
Gold–Coastasoneofthesecretaries,KenyattaofKenyaasassistantsecretaryandNnamdi
AzikiweofNigeria.TheconferencerecommendedtheformationofAfricanpoliticalparties,
mass-involvementinthestruggleforindependence;andtheuseofmilitarymeansifnon-
violencewasineffective.TheconferenceinfluencedthereturnofAfricansfrom abroadtolead
independenceagitationsintheirrespectivestates.KenyattareturnedtoKenyain1946while
NkrumahwentbacktotheGoldCoastin1947.

17.Theemergenceofnewsuperpowers(1945)orcoldwarpolitics(1946)
TheriseofUSAandtheSovietUnion(USSR)astotherankofsuperpowersafterWorldWarII
facilitatedthedecolonisationofAfrica.Thenew superpowersreplacedFrance,Britainand
Germanyatthetopofworldaffairs.USAandtheSovietUnionexpressedananti-colonial
attitudethroughdislikingdirectimperialism.Theycondemnedthecontinueddominationand
exploitationofAfricabyEuropeans.TheUSAandtheUSSRalliedwithAfricansbygivingthem
financial,militaryand moralsupport,and education scholarships to aid theirliberation
struggles.TheAfricanbeneficiariesincludedMorocco,MozambiqueandSouthAfrica.The



emergenceoftheSovietUnionasaworldpowerledtothespreadofsocialistandcommunist
ideaswhichencouragedthecolonisedpeopletousemilitarism asastrategyofattaining
sovereignequality.

18.UrbanisationinAfricasince1946
ThedevelopmentoftownsandtheincreasedsettlementofAfricansinurbancentreswasa
step towardsthe growth ofAfrican nationalism.These urban centresincluded Nairobi,
Kampala.Accra,LagosandPretoria.ManyAfricansflockedtotownsinsearchforgreener
pasturesbutweredisappointedwiththeexpensivecostofliving,lackofemploymentaswell
asdiscriminationbythewhitesandcolonialagents.Alltheseconditionsfrustratedtheidle
Africans who were easily mobilised into trade unions and politicalparties to oppose
colonialism.

19.TheindependenceofIndiaandPakistan(1947)
TheattainmentofindependencebyIndiaandPakistanin1947affectedtheAfricanstruggle
forself-rule.TheBritishgrantedindependencetothesingleIndianempirethroughtheIndian
CongressParty(INC)ledbyJawaharlalNehru.TheIndianseffectivelyusednon-violence
(Gandhiism)pioneered by Mahatma Gandhi,which included demonstrations,defiance
campaigns,strikesandboycotts.'andsabotagingtrafficflow.Africansborrowedandeffected
thesamemethodsagainstEuropeancolonialists.IndependentIndiaextendedmoral,financial
andmilitarysupporttoAfricanstateslikeKenya;andincreasedonthemembersoftheUN
GeneralAssemblywhovotedinfavouroftotaldecolonisationoftheworld.

20.VictoryoftheNationalistPartyandtheenactmentofApartheidinSouthAfrica(1948)
TheriseofAfrikanernationalism andtheformalisationofApartheidinSouthAfricain1948
inducedAfricansagainstwhitedomination.TheNationalistPartyofDr.Malandefeatedthe
UnionistPartyofSmutswhichhadshowninterestinliberatingAfricans.Dr.Malanwentahead
and legalised Apartheid as a politicaladministrative system in South Africa.Apartheid
stressedthesuperiorityofthewhite(Afrikaner)raceovernon-whites.Thisracialsystem
subjected Africansto untold suffering,deprived them ofpoliticalparticipation and land
ownership.SuchatrocitiesweredetestedbyAfricansonthecontinentwhoroseupagainst
minoritydominance.

21.TheContributionofwesterneducationandAfricanelites
TheroleofwesterneducationledtothedevelopmentofAfricannationalism.Thisformal
educationintroducedbytheEuropeansproducedAfricaneducatedmasses(eliteclass)that
includedKwameNkrumahoftheGoldCoast,JuliusNyerereofTanganyika,NelsonMandelaof
SouthAfrica,etcetera.Theeliteswerepoliticallyawareofthecolonialoppressiveruleandthe
needfortherespectoftherightsofman.Theydesiredforchangeandthereforepressured
colonialgovernmentsintograntpoliticalconcessions(reforms).Theysensitisedmasses
throughpress(newspapers)andusedpoliticalpartiesasamobilisationtoolagainstforeign
domination.'allofwhichinfluencedthegrowthofAfricanpatriotism.

22.TheFormationandtheroleofpoliticalparties
TheformationofpoliticalpartiesinAfricaincreasedtheAfricandemandforindependence.
ThesepartiesincludedtheAfricanNationalCongress(ANC)andthePanAfricanistCongress
(PAC)inSouthAfrica,theUnitedGoldCoastConvention(UGCC)andtheConventionPeople's
Party(CPP)oftheGoldCoast(Ghana),theKenyaAfricanNationalUnion(KANU)inKenya,the
DemocraticParty(DP)andtheUgandaPeople'sCongress(UPC)inUganda.Theseparties
wereusedasaplatform tocondemncolonialism,andmobiliseAfricanmassestodemandfor
independence.SomepartieslikethePAIGCofGuineaBissauandtheMPLAofAngolaused
militarymeanstostruggleforindependence.

23.Influenceofpressandmassmedia



Throughpressandmassmedia,Africansincreasinglydemandedforindependence.African
freedom fightersestablishednationalisticnewspapersliketheAccraEveningNewsinthe
GoldCoast,SekanolyainUganda,SautiyaMwafrikainKenyaandMalawiNewsinNyasaland.'
andradiobroadcastingthroughRadioCairo,RadioAccraandtheAlgerianFreeVoice.Through
massmedia,Africansspreadanti-colonialpropagandabycriticizingcolonialatrocitieslike
arbitrarydetentionoffreedom fightersanduseofviolenceagainstAfricandemonstrators.
Massmediabecamean,instrumentofsensitisingandmobilisingmassestojointhestruggle
forindependence.

24.ImpactofMDDandAfricanArtistes
TheroleofthemusicandartistesledtothegrowthofAfricannationalism.Musichasbeena
componentofAfricanlifeandculture,throughwhicheducativeandimportantinformationis
deliberatedandtransmitted.Africanmusiciansandartistescomposedmotivationalsongs
andplayswhichexposedtheevilsofthecolonialmastersinAfricaandencouragedtheblack
worldtounitetowardsdemandingforindependence.Musicalsobecameaneffectivetoolof
mobilisingforpoliticalralliesanddebatesagainstcolonialism.InSouthAfrica,LuckyDube
composedanumberofanti-Apartheidsongslike"Differentcoloursonepeople","Prisoner"and
"Slave"amongotherswhichencouragedtheblackstofightagainsttheApartheidregimein
SouthAfricaupto1994whenitcollapsed.PanAfricanMusicianslikeBobMarleyencouraged
AfricanloveandunityagainstwhitedominationthroughtheirMusicMarley'ssongslike"Africa
Unite,""Zimbabwe"and"OneLove"motivatedAfricaneffortstowardsunityandfreedom.

25.TheChineseCommunistrevolution(1949)
ThesuccessoftheCommunistPartyinChinain1949ledbyMaoZedong(TseTang)against
theKuomintangsupportedbytheBritishledto thegrowthofAfricannationalism.Like
communistRussia,CommunistChina afterthe revolution embarked on de-campaigning
colonialism throughtheUNgeneralassembly.'andwentaheadtoextentassistancetoAfrican
movementsdemandingforindependencelikeFLNofAlgeria,ZANUofSouthernRhodesiaand
FRELIMO ofMozambique.Chinaalsoengagedinsupportingdevelopmentprogrammesof
newlyindependentAfricanstatesaswellasstatesundertakingprocessesofnationbuilding,
suchasTanzania,GhanaandMozambique.TheattitudeofCommunistChinatowardsAfrica
influencedAfricannationalisticfeeling.

26.TheriseofIndonesiannationalism (1950and1951)
ThenationalisticactivitiesofIndonesiansagainsttheDutchimperialistshadanimpacton
colonialAfrica.TheDutchhadsubjectedtheIndo-Chinesetooppressiveruleandtreated
Indonesiaasanoverseaterritory.TheIndonesianswereeconomicallymarginalised,exploited
andraciallydiscriminated.TheseinjusticesforcedtheeducatedIndonesianstodropthe
peacefulmeansandresortedtomilitarism,whichledtotheirindependenceby1951.Apart
from moraleboostingAfricanresistancetocolonialrule,IndonesiajoinedtheUN general
assemblytocondemnimperialism.Africansbecameawarethatindependencecouldnotbe
possibleonasilverplatebutthroughpositiveactionagainstcolonialism.

27.TheEgyptianrevolution(1952)
TheEgyptianrevolutionof1952andtheeventualsuccessofthefreearmyofficersledby
AbdelNassermadethedecolonisationofAfricainevitable.Nassersuccessfullystagedacoup
thatledtothedownfallofapro-westernking,Farouk.AssoonasNassercametopower,he
immediatelyextendedfinancial,moralandmilitaryassistancetoAfricansstrugglingfortheir
independence.TheseincludedAlgeriaandKenya.HedeclaredradioCairoasthefreevoiceof
Africa,throughwhichanti-colonialpropagandawasspread.

28.EffectsoftheMau-MauuprisinginKenya(1952-55)
TheMau-MauuprisinginKenyaincreasedthedesireforindependenceespeciallyamongthe
Britishcolonies.TherevoltcreatedawarenesstotheBritishcolonialmastersthatAfricans



weredeterminedtogetridofcolonialism atallcost.TheBritishbegangrantingpolitical
concessionstotheircolonies;theseincludedincreasedAfricanrepresentationintheLegco,
African participation in administration,aswellasconstitutionalreforms.Thesepolitical
developmentsinfluencedAfricanstodemandforpoliticalfreedomshenceinfluencingthe
growth for African nationalism.The Mau-Mau uprising also hastened independence
attainmentinGhana,TanganyikaandUganda.

29.VictoryofVietnamesenationalism overtheFrench(1954)
TheVietnamesewarofindependencehadanimpactonthegrowthofAfricannationalism.
Between1946and1954,theVietnamesewereinvolvedinafullscalewaragainsttheFrench
colonialregimethathadbeenweakenedbyWorldWarII.TheVietnameseusedthebarrelof
thegunagainsttheFrenchwithdeterminationtoendforeignrule.TheVietnamesewhowere
regardedasweakhumiliatedtheFrenchatthebattleofDienBienPhuinthepresenceof
AfricansoldierslikeBenBella,whowerepartoftheFrenchforces.ThedefeatoftheFrenchin
theVietnamesejunglesinspiredBenBellatoleadanarmedstruggleagainsttheFrenchinthe
Algeriandesert.

30.TheAlgerianwarofindependence(1954-62)
TheAlgerianliberationwarmotivatedthedecolonisationofAfricaespeciallyamongFrench
colonies.AsthefirstwarofindependenceagainsttheFrenchinAfrica,'thewarthreatened
Frenchcolonialadministrationonthecontinent.LedbytheFLN underBenBella,thewar
influencedtheFrenchtoinitiatepoliticaldevelopmentsintheircolonies.Theseincluded
increasedAfricanrepresentationintheParisassemblyandtheimmediateindependenceof
Tunisiain1956;andMoroccoandGuineain1958.TheAlgerianwarinfluencedotherAfricans
incountrieslikeMozambiqueandSouthernRhodesiatousemilitarymeansintheirstruggle
forindependence.

31.TheBandungconference(1955)andtheNon-alignedmovement(1961)
TheBandungconferenceandtheadoptionofthenon-alignedpolicyacceleratedthegrowthof
Africannationalism.ThisconferencebroughttogetherlowdevelopedcountriesofAfrica,Asia,
WestIndiesandtheCaribbean,ThedelegatesinBandungagreedtohaveaformalcooperation
throughtheNon-alignedmovement,whichwasformalisedinBelgradein1961tAllmembers
oftheNon-alignedmovementcondemnedcolonialism andcoldwarrivalryofthesuper
powers,"pledgedtoworktogetheragainstforeigninfluence;withthenon-Africanmembers
promisedtheirAfricancounterpartsfinancialandmilitaryassistanceintheirstrugglefor
independence.

32.ThecontributionoftheindependenceofGhana(1957)
The attainmentofindependence byGhana in 1957 was a landmark in the growth of
nationalism in Africa.Ghana was the firstcountry south ofthe Sahara to achieve
independence-on receiving the instruments ofindependence,Nkrumah declared,"the
independenceofGhanawasmeaninglessiftheotherpartsofAfricawerestillunderforeign
domination."Nkrumah's statementmotivated Africans on the continentto demand for
independence.IndependentGhanaorganisedthefirstPanAfricanconferenceinAfricai.e.the
1958'AllAfricanPeople'sConference'andalsoextendedassistancetocountriesstruggling
forindependencelikeAlgeria.

33.InfluenceofGuineanindependence(1958)
TheindependenceofGuinea Conakryin 1958 madethegrowth ofAfrican nationalism
inevitable.Throughthe1958deGaullereferendum,SekouToureAhmedledFrenchGuineato
independence.GuineahencebecamethefirstFrenchWestAfricancolonytoachieveself-rule.
ImmediatelyaftergrantingindependencetoGuinea,theFrenchpreparedtherestoftheir
coloniesforpoliticalfreedom.In IvoryCoastand Senegal,theFrench allowed majority
Africansinadministrationandinthenativeassembly.TheindependenceofGuineaConakry



henceincreasedthechancesforindependenceamongotherFrenchcolonies.

34.TheroleoftheCommonwealthofNationssince1959
ThecontributionoftheCommonwealthofNationscannotbeunderestimatedininfluencing
Africanindependence.AsacooperationofBritishgovernmentandherformercolonies;the
committeeengagedinthecompletedecolonisationoftherestofBritishcolonies.African
memberstates helped byIndia,mounted pressure on the British governmentto grant
independencetotherestoftheircoloniesinAfrica.Thecommonwealthcondemnedthe
continuedwhitedominanceinSouthernAfrica,asmember-statesextendedassistanceto
AfricansinSouthAfricaandSouthWestAfricatodefeattheApartheidregime;andthosein
SouthernRhodesiaagainsttheUDI.

35.HaroldMacMilkn'sWindofchangespeech(1960)
ThespeechmadebytheBritishpremierin1960createdpoliticalinspirationinBritishColonial
andSouthernAfrica.AfterhistourofallAfricanstatesunderforeigninfluence,Macmilian
concludedhisAfricanvisitinCapeTownSouthAfrica-duringhisaddresstotheSouthAfrican
parliament,Macmilian stated that,"In Africa was a strong wind ofchange thatwas
irresistible."Theresultofthisinfluentialspeechwastheincreaseinthenationalisticstruggles
especiallyinSouthAfrica,SouthWestAfrica(Namibia)andSouthernRhodesia(Zimbabwe).

36.TheformationoftheOrganizationofAfricanUnity(OAU)1963
TheformationoftheOrganisationoftheAfricanUnitypromotedthedecolonizationprocessin
Africa.AmongthemainaimsoftheOAUwasthecompleteeradicationofcolonialism from
thecontinent.TheOAUtherefore,establishedaliberationcommitteewithheadquartersin
Tanzania,throughwhichmoral,financialand militarysupportwasextended to Africans
fighting againstcolonialism.The organisation also condemned the persistentforeign
dominationinAfricaandcalledforsanctionsagainsttheApartheidsystem,thePortuguese
colonialregimeandtheunilateraldeclarationofindependence(UDI)inSouthernRhodesia.

37.EffectsoftheLisboncoup(1974)
TheLisboncoupofApril25,1974contributedtothedecolonisationofPortuguesecolonies.
ThecoupbroughttopowerayoungsocialistmilitarygovernmentledbyAntoniodeSpinola,
replacinganotherineffectivemilitarygovernmentofMarceloCaetano.DeSpinolawasmore
interestedindevelopingPortugalandelevatingthecountryfrom financialcrisis,thankeeping
African colonies.Hence,upon assuming the Portuguese throne,De Spinola's regime
immediatelyengagedindiscussionswiththePAIGCofBissau,theMPLAofAngolaandthe
FRELIMOofMozambique.TheresultwastheimmediateindependenceofGuineaBissauin
1974andAngolaandMozambiquein1975.

WORLDWARIIANDTHEGROWTHOFAFRICANNATIONALISM
WorldWarIIwasamilitaryconfrontationbetweentheAxispowersledbyGermanyofAdolf
Hitler,JapanofEmperorHirohitoandItalyofBenitoMussoliniandtheAlliedpowersledby
France,BritainandlaterUSAandUSSR.TheWarbrokeoutin1939withGermaninvasionof
Poland,andlasteduntil1945whentheAxispowersweredefeated.

ThewarbeganinEuropebutfightingtookplaceallovertheworld.InAfrica,thewarwas
foughtinNorthAfrica,North-eastAfricaandtheMalagasy(nowMadagascar).

EuropeanpowerslikeFranceandBritainrecruitedAfricanstheircoloniestoserveinthewar
asfighters,cooks,nurses,drivers,storekeepers,scoutsand porters.Britain tookabout
374,000AfricansservicemenwhiletheFrenchcolonialofficerecruitedover80,000Africans.

AfricanswhoservedinthewarincludedBildadKaggia,DedanKimathiandWaruhiuItote
GeneralChina)ofKenya,JaonaJinyofMalagasy(nowMadagascar),LeopoldSedarSengoh



ofSenegal,MzeeMuhammad ofZanzibar,JeanBedelBoukassaoftheCentralAfrican
Republic,AhmedBenBellaandBelkacem Kerim ofAlgeria,SergeantWalasifrom EastAfrica,
andetcetera.

Nationalism amongtheAfricansdidnotcomeaboutuntilthebeginningofWorldWarII.
Beforethistimecame,therewasonlyalimitedamountofAfricannationalism amongthe
elitesofthecolonies.Inreality,theform ofnationalism thatwaspresentatthetimewasnot
nationalism atall,itwasanti-colonialism.

ImpactofWorldWarIIondecolonisationofAfrica:Referencequestions:
a)HowdidWorldWarIIinfluencethegrowthofAfricannationalism?
b)AssesstheimpactofWorldWarIIonthegrowthofAfricannationalism
c) TowhatextentdidWorldWarIIcontributetothegrowthofAfricannationalism?

1. World WarIIcreated politicalawarenessamong Africans,which influenced them to
demand forimmediate independence.During the recruitmentofAfricans.European
colonialmastersclaimedtheyweretakingthem tofightagainstGermanimperialism and
restorationofa"freeworldinEurope."AfricanservicemenlikeBildadKaggiagotexposed
toideasofwesterndemocracy.In1945,whileinBritain,Kaggiacampaignedforthe
LabourPartyagainsttheConservativeParty.UponreturningtoAfrica,theex-servicemen
ofWorld WarIIorganised uprisings againstEuropean colonialism with an aim of
establishingsimilardemocraticgovernmentslikeinEurope.

2. AfricansrecruitedtofightintheSecondWorldWaracquiredtraininginmilitaryskillsand
guerrilla tactics which enabled them to struggle for independence.The African
combatantslearnthow tooperatesophisticatedweaponsandconductmodernwarfare.
OntheirreturntheAfricanex-servicemenofWorldWarIIusedsuchskillstofightfor
independence.BenBellausedtheNationalLiberationFront(FLN)tofightagainstthe
Frenchimperialism inAlgeria(1954-62).InKenya,GeneralChinaandDedanKimathiled
themau-mauuprisingagainsttheBritish(1952-55).

3. WorldWarIIexposedAfricanstotheweaknessesandconspiracyoftheWhiteman.
AfricanservicemenweresurprisedtoseethatEuropeanscoulddieofthesamebulletthat
killedtheAfricans.Itshockedthem toseeEuropeansoldiersrunawayfrom thebattle
fields.Africanswitnessedtheexistenceofslumsandadestitutekindoflifeamongsome
Europeans.The Africans also came to learn thatEuropean colonialists were only
interestedinindependenceofEuropeancountrieslikePolandbutnotAfrica.Allthese
destroyedtheinvisibilityandsuperiorityoftheWhiteman,henceincreasingAfricananti-
colonialsentiments.

4. Consequently,themilitarylossessufferedbythemajorAlliedpowersduringandsoon
afterthewarhadimpactonAfricanpatriotism.InSouth-EastAsia,Japanoverrunand
pushedtheBritishoutofMalaya,HongKong,andBurma.Theworstdefeatfacedbythe
Britishatthehandsc:JapanwasthelossofSingapore.Afterthewar,theIndonesians
defeatedtheDutchwhiletheVietnamesehumiliatedtheFrenchinthepresenceoftheir
AfricansubjectslikeBenBella,leaderoftheAlgerianrevolutionandJeanBedelBokassa,
wholaterbecamepresidentoftheCentra.AfricanRepublic.ThedefeatofEuropean
colonialistsbyyellowpeopleencouragedAfricanpeoplestoorganisestrugglesthatwould
markthedecolonisationofAfrica.



5. TheendofWorldWarIIledtoincreasedEuropeanexploitationofresourcesintheir
Africancolonies.ThewarnegativelyaffectedEuropeanpowersineconomictermstothe
extentthatwhereitended,colonialmastersliketheFrenchandtheBritishimmediatelyran
toAfricatoseekeconomicremedy.TheytargetedAfricanmineralresources,African
humanresource(orlabourandcashcrops.Moreminingandtradingcompaniescameto
Africa,while labourexploitation worsened as colonialists implemented compulsory
growing ofcash crops.Heavytaxeswereimposed on African nativesasEuropean
colonialiststriedraisingresourcestoreconstructtheireconomiesravaged(destroyed)
duringthewar.ThiscontinuedEuropeanexploitationincreasedAfricansufferingwhich
influencedthem toexpresstheirnationalism byagitatingforself-rulethroughpeaceful
andarmedresistance.

6. DuringthecourseofWorldWarII,therewasrapidinflux(arrival)ofwhitesettlersinAfrica
whichprovokedAfricanstofightforindependence.MostoftheseEuropeansettlerswho
arrivedinAfricawererunningawayfortheirlivesasEuropebecameunstableandinsecure.
Theysettledin.Kenya,Algeria,SouthernRhodesia(Zimbabwetoday)andSouthWest
Africa(NamibiatodayandelsewhereinAfrica.TheirsettlementinAfricaincreasedthe
evilsofcolonialism whichincludedincreasedracism,landgrabbing,overtaxationand
competitionfortheexistingjobstheycauseddestructionofAfricanCulture,poverty,
exploitationofAfricanlabourandthegeneralsufferingofAfricans.ThisledtoAfrican
hatredagainstforeigners,hencecausingthem tofightforpoliticalfreedom andself-
determination.

7. TheSecondWorldWarledtoeconomicboom inAfrica.Duringthewar,manyofthe
AfricanresourcesandcommoditieswerehighlydemandedforinEurope.Theseincluded
mineralsandcashcrops.Groundnutoilfrom theSenegal,Palm oilfrom Nigeria,Cocoa
from theGoldCoast(now Ghana),coffeefrom EthiopiaandIvoryCoast;uranium from
CongoLeopoldville(now DRCandcopperfrom NorthernRhodesia(now Zambia)found
theirwaytoEurope.Besides,someEuropeaninvestorsrelocatedtheirinvestmentsto
Africa,whichinfluencedincreasedgrowingofcashcrops,expansionofminingactivities
andtheemergenceofsmallscaleindustrythatemployedmanyAfricans.Incolonieslike
Kenya,Africanswereallowedtogrowcropsliketeaandcoffeewhichtheywerepreviously
denied.Alltheseimprovedthesocio-economicconditionsofAfricans;first,tradeunions
werecreatedtofightforworkers'rights,thenitenabledpeasantsto3payfortheir
children'seducationandlater,theycouldaffordtofundpoliticalactivitiesgearedtowards
attainingindependence.

8. TheSecondWorldWarledtoincreasedurbanizationinAfricahenceinfluencingthe
growthofAfricannationalism.Thiswasduetowhitesettlers,whodevelopedtownsand
improvedonthetransportnetwork.SuchtownsincludedNairobiinKenya;SuezinEgypt,
Salisbury(now HarareisSouthernRhodesia,AccraandCapeCoastintheGoldCoast,
AlgiersandSetifinAlgeriaandLagosinNigeria,amongothers.Thegrowthofurban
centers attracted African populations to settle in mining centers,towns and ports.
Africanswho flocked to townsinlargenumbersshared ideasand experiencesand
sufferedfrom thesameproblemsofunemployment,discriminationfrom thewhitesand
highcostsofliving.TheconditionsintheurbanareasfrustratedAfricanwhoeasily
mobilised and united themselves under anti-colonialmovements to struggle for
independence.



9. TheoutbreakofWorldWarIIledtotheliberationofEthiopiafrom Italianoccupationin
1941.MusolinijoinedthewarontheAxissideledbyHitler,whichworsenedhisfriendship
withAlliedpowersofFranceandBritain.TheFrenchandtheBritishapprovedtheItalian
occupationofEthiopiaexpectingMussolinitostayawayfrom Hitler.TheAlliedpowers
weredisappointedbyItalyhencedivertedtheirsupporttowardsEthiopiathroughSudan
andKenya.Consequently,Italywithdrew hertroopsfrom Ethiopiatoconcentrateinthe
SecondWorldWar,whichalsoenabledEthiopianstodefeatItaly.ThevictoryofEthiopia
overItalyinspiredthehopeofAfricansundercolonialism thatEuropeanpowerscanbe
defeated.

10.DuringthecourseofWorldWarII,theAtlanticcharterwassignedinAugust1941between
WinstonChurchillofBritainandFranklinRooseveltofUSA;withStalinofUSSRasan
observer. TheAtlanticChartercalledforself-determinationofallpeoplesthroughits
ArticleIIIwhichacknowledgedthesovereignrightofstatesunderforeigndominationand
forthecolonialpeopletochooseagovernmentoftheirown.Theresolutionsofthe
AtlanticCharteronself-governmentandsovereigntyexistenceofstatesunderdomination
wereadoptedbytheUnitedNationsCharterof1945. TheAtlanticCharterinfluenced
Africannationalism throughcallingforindependenceandimprovedlivelihoodsofthe
colonisedpeople.

11.TheSecondWorldWarinfluencedtheBrazzavilleconferenceof1944.GeneralCharlesde
GaulletheFrenchleadercalledameetingofrepresentativesofFrenchcoloniesofWest
andEquatorialAfrica.Theaim wastofindwaysofthankingAfricansforsupportingFrance
intheSecondWorldWarandforstandingwiththeFrenchduringtrialmomentswhen
Germany occupied France.Atthe conference,the French administrators also laid
strategiestodivertAfricanattentionfrom demandingforindependence.Theconference
proposedpoliticalreformsinFrenchWestandEquatorialAfrica,whichincluded;the
establishmentofnative assemblies,increasing African representation in the French
parliamentand allowing African participation in administration.Thepoliticalreforms
createdpoliticalawarenessofAfricanstodemandforindependence,insteadofkeeping
them silentandnaiveastheFrenchcolonialiststhought.

12.WorldWarIIledtotheriseofUSAandUSSRtotherankofsuperpowers,replacingBritain,
FranceandGermany,thathadfailedtoprotectworldpeace.TheUSAandtheSovietUnion
hadananti-colonialattitudethustheyencouragedcolonialpowerstodecolonize.Thenew
superpowerswantedtobefreetopursuetheirtradinginterestsinAfricabutcouldnotdue
tothecolonialrestrictionsestablishedattheBerlinConferencein1885.USAalsowanted
tospreadtheideologyofcapitalism whiletheUSSRwouldspreadcommunism.They
thereforeprovidedlogisticalsupporttoAfricanliberationinform ofmorale,finances,
weapons,and scholarshipsforeducation.TheUSA and theSovietUnionused their
influenceintheUN tocallforimmediateindependenceofAfricancolonies,andthis
encouragedthedevelopmentofAfricannationalism.

13.TheendofWorldWarIIresultedintotheformationoftheUnitedNationsOrganisation
(UNO)in1945asthenewworldpeacekeepingbody,replacingtheLeagueofNations.The
emergenceoftheUNOgaveAfricanshopethatdecolonisationwaswithintheirreach.UN



providedAfricanswithaplatform totalkagainstcolonialism byinvitingfreedom fighters
topresenttheiranticolonialgrievancestotheGeneralAssembly.Itcreateda"Trusteeship
Council"totakecareofmandatedTerritories.(MandatedterritorieswereformerGerman
andItaliancoloniespreviouslyundertheLeagueofNations).TheUnitedNationsdeclared
theyearsbetween1950and1960asadecadeofdecolonisation;duringthesetenyears,
colonialmasterswererequired to promotepoliticaldevelopments(changes)intheir
coloniesaimedatpreparingAfricansforindependence.

14.Thewarled to thecoming to poweroftheLabourpartyin Britain thatinfluenced
independenceimitationsinBritishAfrica.ShortlyafterWorldWarIIelectionswereheldin
BritainwiththelabourPartyofClementAtleedefeatingtheConservativePartyofWinston
Churchill.TheLabourgovernmentunderClementwasliberal;initiatedpoliticalreformsin
BritishAfrica-colonieswhichincludednewconstitutionsi.e.theBurnsconstitutioninThe
GoldCoastandtheRichardsconstitutioninNigeria(bothin1946);andincreasedAfrican
representationintheLegco.ThesepoliticaldevelopmentsincreasedAfricanmoralefor
independence.

15.TheendofWorldWarIIledtothecallingoftheFifthPanAfricanCongressinManchester
in1945,whichincreasedAfricandesireforself-rule.Theconferencewasorganisedby
Africa-descendantslikeW.E.B.DuBoisandGeorgePadmore,andwasattendedbymany
delegatesfrom AfricalikeKwameNkrumahoftheGoldCoast(oneofthesecretaries),
JomoKenyattaofKenya(assistantsecretary),KamuzuBandaofNyasalandandNnamdi
Azikiwe ofNigeria.The Manchesterconference encouraged African nationalism by
recommending thatfreedom fighters mustform politicalorganisations and involve
massesinthestruggleagainstforeignrule.'andtheuseofmilitarymeansifnon-violence
wasineffectiveinachievingself-rule.TheconferenceinfluencedthereturnofAfricans
from abroadtoleadindependenceagitations,henceKenyattireturnedtoKenyain1946
whileNkrumahwentbacktotheGoldCoastin1947.

16.WorldWarIIweakenedEuropeancolonialempiresinAsia,whichaffectedtheriseof
Africannationalism.TheendofthewarledtothenotableindependenceofIndiaand
Pakistanin1947IndependentIndiaimmediatelyjoinedtheUNO andincreasedonthe
membersoftheGeneralAssemblywhovotedinfavouroftotaldecolonisationofthe
wholeworld.Indiawentaheadtoextendfinancial,technicalandmilitaryassistanceto
enhancetheAfricanstruggleforindependence.India'sPrimeMinisterJawaharlalNehru
becameapoliticalcounselortomanyoftheAfricannationalistslikeApolloMiltonObote
ofUgandaandJomoKenyattaofKenya.ThesuccessofGandhiism (Non-violence)inIndia
inspiredmanyfreedom fightersinAfricalikeKwameNkrumahoftheGoldCoastand
AlbertLuthuliofSouthAfrica,toemploydefiancecampaigns,boycotts,demonstrations
andstrikesaspartofnationalistactivitiesagainstforeignrule.

17.WorldWarIIexhaustedanddepletedtheresourcesofAlliedpowersliketheBritishandthe
French.Thisfollowedthehighinvestmentsmadeinthewarandtheshatteredeconomies
duringthewar.TheFrenchandtheBritishsufferedeconomicchallengeslikeinflation,low
exportvolumesandunemploymentduetopoorindustrialperformanceduringthecourse
ofwar.ThepostwarperiodwitnessedlossofcolonialwilloftheBritishandtheFrenchto



continueadministeringAfricaandinsteadpreferredtoputmoreeffortinrestructuring
theirnationswhichwereheavilydestroyedbythewar.Thecolonialmastersgradually
withdrewfrom AfricahencecreatingtheopportunityforAfricanstoachieveindependence.

THE1941ATLANTICCHARTERANDAFRICANNATIONALISM
By1941,WorldWarIIhadbecomefierce.ItledtothefinancialdeclineoftheAlliedforces,
whosoughtforhelpfrom theUSA.LedbytheBritishPrimeMinisterChurchill,Alliedalliance
mettheUSpresidentFranklinRooseveltatabattleshipoftheAtlanticOcean.Theresultof
theirmeetingwastheUSsupporttotheAlliedpowers:RooseveltandChurchillhencesigned
theAtlanticcharterinAugust1941withRussianleader,Stalinastheobserver.Thecharterdid
notonlyinfluenceUSAtointerveneinWorldWarIIbutthedocumenthadprofoundeffecton
colonialterritoriesespeciallyinAfrica;

Referencequestions:
a)ExplaintheinfluenceoftheAtlanticCharteronAfricannationalism
b)Examinetheimpactofthe1941AtlanticCharteronthegrowthofAfricannationalism

1. ThesigningoftheAtlanticcharterincreasedAfricanpoliticalawareness.Africansunder
colonialdominationcametorealisethatindependencewasarightbutnotafavourfrom
thecolonialist;TheawarenessofAfricanswascausedbythearticlesofthecharterwhich
statedthatattheendof(WorldWarII)allnationsshouldbegivenarighttochoosetheir
owngovernmentandpoliticsfreedomstoberestoredtothosewhohavebeenforcibly
deprivedofthem.ThisgavetheAfricanpeoplesomethingtolookforwardto.Theycame
tobelievethatattheendofthewar,freedom from theimperial(colonial)ruleinwouldbe
giventoAfricaandjustliketherestoftheworld.

2. TheAtlanticcharterconfirmedthelegitimacyofAfricanaspirationforindependence.It
madetheAfricanstruggleforindependencetobeinternationallyrecognised.Allalong,the
African Agitation (demand) for their political rights had been considered as
unconstitutionalandrebelliousbythecolonialpowers.ManyAfricansweretherefore
scaredofjoiningthepoliticalstrugglebecausetheyneverwantedtoberegardedrebels
andtoputtheirlivesandprofessionstorisk.Hence,thesigningoftheAtlanticcharter
definedthedesireforAfricanindependence.

3. TheAtlanticcharterproclaimed(declared)therestorationofthesovereignrightandself-
governmenttostates,whichhadbeendeprivedofthem byforce.Thiswasapromiseof
independencetomanycolonialterritoriesbutAfricansinparticular.TheAtlanticCharter
showedAfricansthattheentireworldwasnotagainstthem.Theycametorealisethat
nationslikeAmericawereagainstwhatwasbeingdoneuntothem bycolonialrulers.This
thereforeincreasedtheirsenseofnationalism tofightfortheirindependenceafterthe
SecondWorldWar.

4. TheAtlanticcharteralsodemandedfortherespectoftherightofallpeoplesoftheworld
tochooseaform ofgovernmentthattheywantedtoliveunder.ManyeducatedAfricans
interpretedthisarticleasanopportunitythatwouldleadthem tofullyparticipateinthe
politicalaffairsoftheirstates;thusinfluencingthedesireofAfricansforpoliticalfreedom.

5. ThesigningoftheAtlanticchartermadeBritaintodeclarehercommitmenttorespect
democracyandtherightofthecolonialpeopletoself-government.WhentheBritishPrime



MinisterWinstonChurchillsignedtheagreement,itwasmadecleartothepeopleofAfrica
andtheworldatlargethatGreatBritainwantedaworldofpiece,ofsovereignty,of
independence.ThisincreasedAfricanhopeforindependenceacrossBritishcolonies.

6. ItalsoinfluencedAmericancommitmenttosupportingthedecolonisationprocessin
Africa.Americaknew wheretheAfricanswerecomingfrom;duetothefactthatthey,
werebothcoIonisedandruledbyaBritainformanyyears,Americangovernmentof
RooseveltfeltAfrica'spainandwantedtodosomethingaboutit.Aftersigningthecharter,
RooseveltsetouttoencourageAfricanleaderstoactivelyleadanti-colonialstruggles.In
1943,the US-presidentmetthe Moroccan sultan-Muhammad and motivated him to
engageintheanti-colonialcrusadeagainsttheFrench.Theresultwaswitnessedwhenthe
sultanimmediatelyspearheadedthestruggleforMoroccanindependence.

7. ThesigningoftheAtlanticcharterexposedtheWhiteman'sconspiracy:whileaddressing
thehouseofcommoners;WinstonclaimedthecharterappliedtoEuropeannationsunder
Nazism Germanyinfluence)includingFrancethathadbeenoccupiedbyGermanyinthe
earlyyearsofWorldWarII.ThiscausedcolonialresentmentamongAfricans.TheAfrican
questionwas,"IfitwasnotrightforGermanstogovernFrenchmen,thenhowcoulditbe
rightforEuropeanstogovernAfricans?"ItisonsuchbasisthatAfricansbecamestrongly
firm onagitatingforself-rulefrom Europeancolonialism.

8. TheAtlanticcharteropenedupthegatesfortheUSAandtheSovietUnion(Russia)to
interveneinWorldWarIIin1941.ThedecisionofthesetwopowerstojointheAllied
powersledbyBritainandFrancewastohelpendthewarandensurethecommitmentof
BritainandothercolonialmastersinimplementingtheAtlanticCharter.Theendofthe
SecondWorldWarledtotheriseoftheUSAandtheUSSRasnewsuperpowers,replacing
Britain and France thathad colonialempires in Africa.Theiranti-colonialattitude
influencedthedecolonisationprocessinAfrica.AmericanandRussiangovernments
becameclosealliesofAfricansinpressurisingfortheimplementationofthe1941
Charter,whichfastenedthedecolonisationprocessinAfrica,

9. TheAtlanticcharterledtotheformationoftheUnitedNationsOrganisation(UNO)in1945.
TheUNObecamethenewcustodian(keeper)ofworldpeaceandrightsofman.Africans
petitionedtheircolonialmasterstotheUNOfortheirfailuretograntthem politicalrights.
Therefore,thenew worldpeacekeepingbodybecameaplatform forAfricanstrugglefor
independence.UNOestablisheda"DecolonisationCommittee"anda"TrusteeshipCouncil"
thatbecameinstrumentsofencouragingthedecolonisationofAfrica.

10.TheAtlanticcharterinfluencedtheadoptionoftheuniversaldeclarationofhumanrights
(UDHR)in1948.ThisnewcharterforHumanRightsadoptedmanyofthearticlesofthe
AtlanticCharteronindependenceandpoliticalfreedoms.TheUDHRre-affirmedtheright
ofthecolonialpeopletoself-determinationandrightofallpeopletohavethefreedom to
decidetheirownpoliticaldestiny.TheUDHRthereforebecameaninspirationtoAfricans
todemandfortheirindependence.

11.ThecharterinfluencedtheactivitiesoftheManchesterConference.DuringthefifthPan
AfricanConferenceinManchester,thedelegatespassedaresolutiondemandingforthe



implementationoftheAtlanticCharterandcautionedthereluctanceofEuropeanpowers
toimplementthe1941Charterthathadbeenpublicizedacrosstheworld.PanAfricanists
quotedthesovereignrighttoself-governmentofstatesunderforeigndomination,as
declaredintheAtlanticCharter.ItthereforeinfluencedtheactivitiesofthepanAfricanists
inthestruggleagainstforeigndomination.

12.Consequently,during the Bandung conference of1955 in Indonesia,the Afro-Asian
delegates were influenced bythe Atlantic charterto declare theirsupportto self-
determinationandequallydemandedfortherespectofthesovereignrightofthecolonial
peopletobefreefrom colonialdomination.LedbyIndianPrimeMinisterJawaharlalNehru,
thedelegatesatBandungadoptedthepolicyofnon-alignmentaspartoftheirisolationist
strategyagainstEuropeanpowersthatstillmaintainedcolonialterritoriesinAsiaand
Africa.

13.TheAtlanticcharterinfluencedtheactivitiesofWestAfricanStudentsUnion(WASU)led
byNnamdiAzikiweofNigeria.WASUwasanassociationofallAfricanstudentspursuing
furthereducationinGreatBritain.ImmediatelyaftertheendofWorldWarII,Membersof
WASU visited the "British House of Commons" and presented to the British
Parliamentariansamemorandum (document)entitled"THEATLANTIC CHARTER AND
BRITISH WEST AFRICA".TheseWASU memberswantedsubstantialpoliticalreforms,
whichwouldleadtoindependenceinBritishWestAfrica,asproclaimedinthecharter.
TheseAfricanstudentscontinuedorganisingdemonstrations,politicaldebatesandwriting
newspaperarticles through which theycondemned the British policyofrefusing to
implementtheAtlanticChartertowhichtheywereasignatory.

14.ThefailureoftheEuropeancolonialmasterstoimplementtheresolutionsoftheAtlantic
charter influenced Africans to resort to military means of demanding for their
independence.AfricansinKenyaorganisedtheMairMauuprisingin1952.InAlgeria,
politicalmovementsliketheFLNwerefounded,whichdeclaredanarmedstruggleagainst
theFrenchcolonialadministration.

THEUNITEDNATIONSORGANSATION(UNO)ANDTHEDECOLONISATIONOFAFRICA
TheUnitedNationsOrganization(UNO)wasformedinOctober1945inSanFrancisco,USA.Its
formationoriginatedfrom theprinciplesoftheAtlanticcharterof1941.TheUNOwasformed
toreplacethedefunctLeagueofNationswhichfailedtopreserveworldpeaceandrespectfor
therightsofman.UnliketheLeague,theUNOwascommittedtosolvingtheconcernofbig
powersdominatingweakerstatesinthenameofimperialism.

TheUNOthereforegotdeterminedtodoawaywithimperialism (foreigndomination),which
hadgreatlypromotedgrossviolationofhumanrightsandhencecontributedtotheoutbreak
ofWorldWarII.TheroleoftheUNOinthegrowthofAfricannationalism washenceasfollows:

ImpactoftheUNOonAfricanNationalism

ReferenceQuestions:
a)HowdidtheformationofUNOinspireAfricanstruggleforindependence?
b) ExplainthecontributionsoftheUnitedNationsOrganisationtothedecolonisationof
Africa
c) AssesstheroleoftheUNOinthegrowthofAfricannationalism
1. TheUnitedNationsOrganisationimmediatelyadoptedtheresolutionsofthe1941Atlantic

charterandthisinfluencedthegrowthofAfricannationalism.TheCharteroftheUNO



uncorporatedmostofthearticlesoftheAtlanticcharteronindependenceandsovereign
rights.Notableoftheresolutionswas"RestorationoftheSovereignRightsandSelf-
governmenttothosewhoweredeprivedofthem."MajorPowersoftheUNOcalledupon
foreigngovernmentstogivethecolonialpeopleinAfricaanopportunitytoclaim fortheir
sovereignequalityandindependentexistencewithoutforeignmanipulations.Thishence
legtimisedandformalisedAfricanaspirationsforself-rule.

2. TheUNOsetupa"DecolonisationCommittee"toensurethatallcolonisedpeopleofthe
worldwerefreefrom allformsofforeigndomination.Themajorroleofthiscommittee
wastoattendtogrievancesofpeopleandstatesthatwereunderdomination,andmonitor
politicaldevelopmentsaimedatpreparingthesecoloniesforself-rule.TheDecolonisation
CommitteesentvisitingmissionstoAfricancolonieslikeNyasaland,NorthernRhodesia,
Somaliland and Libya to supervise independence arrangements and constitutional
progress.ThecommitteemountedpressureagainstEuropeanpowerstodismantletheir
colonialempiresinAfricaandAsia

3. Consequently,theUnitedNationsOrganisationestablishedthe"TrusteeshipCouncil"with
the responsibilityofpreparing the mandated territoriesforindependence.Mandated
territoriesweretheformerGermanandItaliancolonies,andallterritorieswhichhadbeen
putunderthedefunctLeagueofNations."ChapterXIoftheUNO-Charterobligedthe
Trustee-powerstoputintoaccountthepoliticalinterestsofthepeoplesandtoassist
them intheprogressivedevelopmentoftheirfreepoliticalinstitutions."TheCouncilwas
therefore,taskedtosupervisepoliticalandconstitutionalreformsinthemandatedstates
aspartoftransformationtowardsself-rule.HenceAfricanstateslikeTanganyika,Rwanda,
Togo,Libya,Somaliland and Cameroon immediately independent.The councilsent
commissionerPeltAdriantopreparetheLibyanindependenceconstitutionandin1954,it
attendedtotheTANUproposalsforself-ruleinTanganyika.Thusindependencewasgiven
toLibya(1951),SomalilandandTogo(1960),CameroonandTanganyika(1961),and
Rwanda(1962).

4. TheUNO issuedthe"UniversalDeclarationofHumanRightsCharter"(UDHR)in1948,
whichinspiredAfricanagitationforindependence.TheHumanRightsDeclarationspelt
outfundamentalrightsandfreedomsofallpeoplesoftheworld.Therightsandfreedoms
presentedinthearticlesoftheUDHRincludedfreedomsofspeech,association,assembly,
press,fairrepresentationandthesovereignrighttoindependentexistence,amongothers.
Africanfreedom fightersusedtheUDHRchartertoriseupandagitatefortheirrightsand
freedomsdeprivedofthem byEuropeancolonialmasters.

5. TheUNOdeclaredtheyearsfrom 1950to1960asadecade(tenyears)ofdecolonisation.
OneoftheobjectivesoftheUNOwastotaldecolonisationandgrantingofsovereigntyand
independentexistencetoallpeoplesandstatesunderforeigndomination.Thebodyhence
gave dominating governments a timeline by which they had to initiate political
developmentswhichwouldprepareAfricansforself-determination.Therefore,African
agitationforpoliticalfreedomswasinfluencedbytheactivitiesoftheUnitedNations.

6. TheUnitedNationsOrganisationprovidedAfricannationalistswithapoliticalplatform to
addresstheiranti-colonialgrievances;seekforpoliticalguidanceandpressurizeimperial
powerstoendtheircolonialdomination.In1955,JuliusNyerereofTanganyikawasgiven



anopportunitytoaddresstheUN GeneralAssemblyandconsequentlydemandedfor
immediatedecolonisationofTanganyika,whichwasrealisedlaterin1961.In1966,the
SWAPOwasallocatedapermanentseatintheGeneralAssemblyoftheUNOtorepresent
theNamibianpeople,henceKerinaoneoftheNamibiannationaliststookuptheseat.
SuchUNeffortsencourageddecolonisationofAfrica.

7. The InternationalPeacekeeping Body passed strong condemnatory resolutions and
imposedstrictembargoesandsanctionsagainststubbornforeignregimeswhodelayedto
withdraw from theircolonialterritories.TheregimestargetedbytheUNO includedthe
PortuguesecolonialregimesinAngola,GuineaBissauandMozambique,theapartheid
regimeinSouthAfricaandNamibia,andtheUDI-regimeofIanSmithinSouthernRhodesia
(Zimbabwe).Thecondemnatoryresolutionsthreatened thepoliticalimageofforeign
regimesin Africa whilethesanctionsand embargoescaused diplomatic,tradeand
economic setbacks (disadvantages).Whereas strong UN-condemnations encouraged
nationalistuprisingsinAfrica,thediplomaticandeconomicsanctionshumbledtheforeign
governmentstoinitiatepoliticalandadministrativereformswhichledtoself-ruleintheir
colonialterritories,

8. Consequently,theUnitedNationsOrganisationpassedandemphasisedtheobservationof
Resolution 1515 on independence which had an impactofthe growth ofAfrican
nationalism.Theresolutionlegtimisedtherighttoindependentexistenceofallpeoplesof
theworldanddenouncedallcasesofforeigndominationexercisedagainstthecolonial
people.TheprovisionsofResolution1515wereadoptedbytheliberationcommitteeof
theOAUandusedthem tocondemnBritainforlookingonastheminoritywhitesdeclared
themselves independent in Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) at the expense of
independenceformajorityAfricans.

9. TheUNOdirectlyparticipatedinthedecolonisationprocessofAfricathroughinfluencing
and observing independence discussions between foreign governments and African
nationalistorganisations.TheUnitedNationsinitiatedsuchroundtablediscussionsto
ensureapeacefultransitionfrom imperialism tomajorityrule.In1974,theUNOsentits
delegationtopresideovertheAlvorPeaceTalksbetweenthePortuguesegovernmentand
Angolan,nationalists,whichledtothedecolonisationofAngolain1975.TheUNOwas
alsoinstrumentalinindependencediscussionsinRwanda,Eritrea,andmultiracialPeace
TalksinSouthernRhodesia(1978-80)SouthAfrica(1990-94)andSudan(2005-2011),
whichresultedintoliberationofmajorityblacksfrom racism.

10.TheUnitednationsGeneralAssemblyprovidedaplatform fortheconsolidationofAfro-
Asiansolidarity.African and Asian delegatesalwaysfound theopportunityto stand
togetherand use one voice during the sessions ofthe GeneralAssembly,as they
condemneddominationbywesternpowers.Africannationalistsinteractedwithother
nationalistsfrom AsiaandtheArabworld.Outofthisinteraction,therewastheformation
oftheAfro-Asian-Arabsolidarity.ThissolidarityorunityenabledtheAfricansto get
supportfrom memberstateslikeIndiaandChinawhichhelpedthem inthestrugglefor
independence.

11.TheUnitedNationsworkedcloselywithandthroughtheOAUtoensuretotalindependence
forAfrica.MostoftheUNsupporttotheAfricandecolonisationprocesswentthroughthe



OAU.TheUNOandtheOAUcollectivelyputpressureonforeigngovernmentsinAfricato
initiatepoliticalreformsintheirterritories.TheOAUusedtheUN-GeneralAssemblyto
promotetheAfricancauseforcompleteindependence.AnAfricandelegationconsisting
offoreignministersofLiberia,Tunisia,MadagascarandSierraLeonewascommissioned
bytheOAUtospeakatthemeetingsoftheUNSecurityCouncil(UNSC),addressingthe
issueofgenocide(masskilling)inPortuguesecolonies,'which,attractedinternational
attentionagainsttheatrocitiesofPortuguesecolonialistsinAfrica,andpavedwayforself-
ruleinAngola,GuineaBissauandMozambique.

12.The United Nations Organisation influenced African nationalism and decolonisation
processthroughsending observermissionsto monitorelectionsindifferentAfrican
colonies.MostoftheindependenceelectionsinAfricawereinfluencedbypressurefrom
theUNOinitsattempttocompletelyliquidateimperialism andbringanendtocolonial
dominationintheworld.UN ObservermissionswerewitnessedtoAlgeriain1962,in
SouthWestAfrica(Namibia)in1990,inEritreain1993andSouthAfricaduringtheirfirst
historicalmulti-racialelectionin1994,amongothers.ThesupervisiongivenbytheUnited
Nationsensuredpeacefultransferofinstrumentsofpowerfrom foreigngovernmentsto
natives,henceinspiringAfricanindependence.

13.TheUnitedNationOrganisationrecognisedAfricannationalistorganisations(political
partiesandliberationmovements),thusinspiringindependenceattainment.In1966the
UNGeneralAssenblyagreedtorecognisetheSouthWestAfricanPeoplesOrganization
(SWAPO)astherightfulrepresentativeofNamibiannationalinterests.Manynationalist
organisationsconsequentlypetitionedfortheinterventionoftheUNOinfavouroftheir
nationalistagitationsasastrategytoseektheinternationalbody'srecognition.Inthedue
course,theUNOmoraleboostedthestruggleforAfricanindependence.

14.TheUNO extendeddirectsupportto theAfricanstatesstrugglingforindependence.
Financialmilitaryandlogisticalsupportwasextendedtoliberationmovementsthrough
the UN-Committee to spearhead nationalistagitations againstforeign domination
especiallyinSouthernAfrica.BeneficialorganisationsincludedtheSouthWestAfrican
PeoplesOrgasnisation(SWAPO)ofNamibiaandtheAfricanNationalCongress(ANC)of
SouthAfricanconsequently,theMozambicanLiberationFront(FRELIMO),theZimbabwe
AfricanNationalUnion(ZANU)soughtforassistancefrom theUN-SecurityCouncilduring
theirquestforself-rule. TheUNO hencebecameanallyoftheAfricanliberation
movement,whichspedtheColonisationprocess.

15.TheorganisationpromotedAfricannationalism bysupportingconsolidationofAfrican
independence.ItcondemnedandintervenedincivilwarswhichbrokeoutinAfrica.In1960,
theUNOworkedtopreservetheindependenceofaveryyoungstateofCongoLeopoldville
(Zaire)bycondemmingtheKatangasecessionistattempt,andwentaheadtodeploy
peacekeepersinthecountry.TheUN-missionintervenedintheSudanesecivilwar(1955-
2005),Nigeriancivilwarof1967-70inAngola(1975-2000)andMozambique(1977-1992)

THE1944BRAZZAVILLEFRENCHAFRICANCONFERENCE:
ThiswasameetingofseniorFrenchcolonialofficials.GovernorsGeneralandmilitaryofficers
ofFrenchEquatorialAfrica(FrenchCongo);Madagascar(Malagasy)andFrenchWestAfrican
colonies.ItwasheldbetweenJanuaryandFebruary1944inBrazzavilletheCapitalofFrench
EquatorialAfrica.TheconferencewasorganisedbyGeneralCharlesdeGaulletheFrench
leaderandpresidedover(chaired)byMr.Pleventhecommissionerofcolonies.Africanshad



nodelegatestorepresentthem attheconference,butoneblackman,FelixEbouefrom French
Guyanaattended.

TheBrazzavilleconferencewasaimedatthefallowing:
a.ThankAfricanFrenchcoloniesforsupportingFranceagainstGermanoccupationduring-

WorldWarII

b.LaystrategiesofdivertingAfricansunderFrenchrulefrom theideaofself-rule.TheSecond
WorldWarhadcreatedpoliticalconsciousnessorwindofchangeprompting-Africansto
demandforindependence

c.FrancewasthreatenedbyAmericananti-colonialactivitiesintheMaghrebregion(North
Africa)especiallyinMorocco,hencetheneedtodealwithAmericananti-colonialpolicy

d.LaystrategiesoforientingAfricansintomanagingtheirownaffairs

e.ItwastosafeguardFrenchinterestsinAfricaandpreserveFrenchcoloniesfrom outside
influence

f.ToplanforeconomicdevelopmentofFrenchcolonies

g.DeGaullealsotargetedaskingAfricansformorewarcontribution̂ sinceWorldWarIIwas
notyetover,(ThiswasonlybypromisingAfricanspoliticalchanges) ,

NOTE:
TheconferencewasnotaimedatpreparingAfricansfordecolonisationhenceitspositive
impactonAfricawasbyaccident.ThefinalresolutionatBrazzavilleclearlystatedthat,"The
worksofFranceinherAfricancolonieshavenoconsiderationofautonomy(independence)
andself-governmentinnearfuture..."

ImpactoftheBrazzavilleConferenceonthedecolonisationofAfrica

ReferenceQuestions
a)How didthecallingoftheBrazzavilleConferencein1944influencethecollapseofFrench

ruleinAfrica?
b)Assesstheimpactofthe1944BrazzavilleConferenceonthedelonisationofAfrica
c)OfwhatimpactwasBrazzavilleConferenceonAfricannationalism?

1. TheBrazzavilleConferenceincreasedAfricanrepresentationintheFrenchParliament
(NationalAssembly)in Paris.Delegatesattheconferenceresolved thatallcolonial
peoplesdeservedtorepresentthemselvesintheParisAssemblyhencefrom 1945,French
AfricanterritorieswereeachrequiredtosendtworepresentativestotheFrenchNational
Assembly.TheresolutionofAfricansrepresentingthemselvesintheFrenchAssembly
waslaterincludedintheconstitutionoftheFrenchFourthRepublic.Africanopportunityto
representthemselves in the French Parliamentgave them a platform forpolitical
agitationsgearedtowardsself-determination.

2. TheconferenceledtotheenfranchisingofAfricansinFrenchcolonialterritories.The
French colonialadministrators agreed to grantAfricans the rightto vote fortheir
representativestotheFrenchAssemblyandlocalparliamentswithlesscolonialinfluence.
Asaresult,onemillionAfricansintheFrenchcoloniesgotempoweredtoparticipateinthe
electionofrepresentativesoftheirchoicelikeFelixHouphouetBoignyofIvoryCoastand
LeopoldSedarSengholofSenegal.TherewardingofAfricanswithvotingrightsprompted
them to demand formore politicalrights including theirsovereign rightto self-
determination.



3. The conference provided for the establishment of native assemblies (territorial
parliaments)intheFrenchAfricancolonies.Thesenativeorlocalparliamentsempowered
Africanstoplaylocalpoliticsthroughelectinglocalrepresentativestodiscusssolutionsto
problemscreated bytheFrench colonialsystem.In thesameway,French colonies
witnessedpoliticalgrowthasmanypoliticalorganisationswerecreatedtocompetefor
politicalparticipationandrepresentationintheFrenchAssemblyandlocalparliaments.

4. Consequently,Africansweregivencivilrightslikefreedom ofassociationwhichenabled
them toform masspoliticalassociationsthatactivelyinvolvedinthedecolonisation
process.Thesemodernpoliticalassociationswereformedeitheratregionalorcountry
level.They included the "Independents d'outre Mer"IOM)and the Ressemblement
DemocratiqueAfrican(RDA).TheRDAwasformedin1946withrepresentativebranchesin
Equatorialand FrenchWestAfricaand wasveryinstrumentalininfluencing political
concessions (changes).Otherparties included Bloc Democratique SenegalaisXBDS)
formedin1948,UnionSoudanais(US),PartiDemocratiquedelaGuinea(PDG)foundedin
1947.

5. TheBrazzavilleconferenceelevated(promoted)thestatusofAfricansinFrenchterritories
which inspired African nationalism.The French authoritiesagreed to accord (grant)
AfricansinFrenchcoloniesequalstatusasFrenchmenandalsorecognisethem asequals
toFrenchcitizens.TheabolitionofFrenchharshcolonialpoliciesandthegrantingof
AfricansvotingrightsandrepresentationintheFrenchparliament,aswellasspreading
FrenchcivilisationinAfrica,wereallstepstowardsgrantingAfricansequalstatusas
Frenchmen.Theintentionofgranting.AfricansequalstatusasFrenchmenwasaimedat
divertingtheirattentionfrom demandingself-rulebutinstead,itexposedtheweaknesses
ofFrenchrule,causingAfricanresistance.Outof16millionAfricansinFrenchWestAfrica,
only1millioncouldvoteandofthe622seatinFrenchParliament,Africansweregiven
only13seats.

6. TheBrazzavilleconferencedenounced(calledtoanend)Frenchatrocities(badcolonial
policies)whichtheFrenchgovernmentclaimedhadtarnishedtheimageofFrance.The
conferencecautionedthecolonialauthoritiesin,French,EquatorialandWestAfricato
reversetheharshpoliciesinordertowinbackAfricantrust.Consequently,thepoliciesof
forcedlabourandarbitrary(arrest)withouttrialwhichcharacterisedFrenchcolonialism in
Africawereofficiallyabolished.TheAfricanshadsufferedbecauseofthesebadpolicies
andtherefore,whentheywereabolished,itbecameamajorsteptowardsrestoringAfrican
freedomsandlaterinfluencingAfricanstoagitateforindependence.

7. Theconferencepassedafinancialresolutiontopromoteinvestmentandsocio-economic
developmentofFrench WestAfrican colonies.Consequently,in 1946,the French
governmentformed the "Fund forInvestmentand socio-economic Developmentof
OverseasTerritories"(FIDES)tospearheadinvestmentprojectsinhercolonies.Between
1946and1957,Francehadinvestedabout425millionpoundsinWestAfricaintransport
(roads),educationandhealth.Suchdevelopmentsfacilitatedtheroadtoindependencein
FrenchcoloniesofGuinea,Senegal,andIvoryCoastamongothers.

8. TheBrazzavilleconferencerecommendedtheextensionofFrenchcivilisationtoFrench



AfricathroughwesterneducationandFrenchlanguage.TheFrenchgovernmentinstructed
thecolonialofficetoestablisheducationalinstitutions:inFrenchcoloniesthroughwhich
free education would be extended to Africans.The French civilisation programme
facilitatedtheriseofAfricaneliteswholaterengagedinpoliticalactivitiesaimedat
achievingself-government.

9. TheFrenchdelegatesattheconferenceresolvedtochangethestatusoftheFrench
territoriesinAfricafrom provincestocolonies.Theconferenceabolishedtheuseof
"overseasterritories"inregardtoFrenchcolonies.ThestatusofAfricancoloniesas
overseasterritoriesorprovinceshaddestroyedallAfricanhopesofregainingtheirlost
freedomsthroughconstitutionalmeans,referringtoFrenchterritoriesascoloniesrestored
arayofhopeofAfricansfinallybecomingfreeindependentfrom Frenchdomination..

10.DeGaulle'sspeechinBrazzavillewasofpoliticalinfluencetoFrenchAfricahesaid,Itis
France'sdutytoraisetheAfricanstoalevelwheretheywillbecapableofparticipatingin
theirram country."HethereforecommendedGovernorsGeneralinFrenchcoloniesto
recruitAfricansinthedifferentadministrativedepartmentsaswellasthecivilservice.
ManyAfricansgotappointedtoadministrativeofficesasclerksandadministrators,while
others served in the civilservice.This colonialarrangementexposed Africans to
leadershipandservicewhichbecameasteppingstonetoagitateforbiggerpoliticalroles
intheirrespectivestates,thusshakingthepillarsofFrenchrule.

11.ItlaidthefoundationforthefortheDeGaullereferendum of1958,whichincreasedhope
forindependenceinFrenchWestAfrica.AwareofthepoliticalagitationsacrossAfrica,
GeneraldeGauledecidedtodeterminethefateofFrenchruleinAfrica.Hebeganby
influencingtheformationoftheFederationofFrenchcoloniesofWestEquatorialAfrica.In
1958,deGaulleorganisedaplebiscite(referendum)inwhichFrenchcoloniesofWest
AfricawoulddecidetobelecolonisedandloseFrenchsupport,orremainundertheFrench
FederationandcontinuereceivingFrenchmoral,financialandtechnicalsupport.Sekou
ToureledtheGuineanstovoteinfavourofindependenceandonOctober2,1958,Guinea's
wasindependencedeclared.Guinea'sbrevityinspiredtheindependenceofotherFrench
coloniesofWestAfrica.

12.TheunfulfilledpromisesmadeattheconferenceinspiredradicalactivitiesofAfricans
towardsdemandingforindependence.TheFrenchcolonialunrestscontinuedevenafter
the resolutions atBrazzaville.French colonialauthorities continued harassing and
persecutingAfricanpoliticiansthrougharrestsandshootingmassesattendingpolitical
rallies.ForcedlabourwasonlyabolishedonpaperbutmistreatmentofAfricanlabour
continuedespeciallyinthearmyandonplantations.Africanswerehenceconvincedthat
Frenchrulewasdictatorialwhichincreasedtheirdeterminationtodemandforpolitical
freedoms.

THECONTRIBUTIONOFINDIATOTHEDECOLONISATIONOFAFRICA
TheconnectionbetweenAfricaandIndiasetsfrom similarcolonialbackgrounds,especially
withtheAfricanBritishcolonies:IndiaandBritishAfricaformedthebiggestpartoftheBritish
colonialempirethatexisteduntilthesecondhalfofthenineteenthcentury.India'sstruggle
againstcolonialism oftheBritishtookalmostacentury(aboutninetyyears,from 1857to
1947).TheinfluenceofIndiaonAfricannationalism andthedecolonisationprocesswas
determinedbytwogreatnationalists-,firstMahatma:GandhiandlaterJawaharlalNehru,



ReferenceQuestions-
a)ExaminetheimpactofIndia’sindependenceonthedevelopmentofAfricannationalism
b) DiscussthecontributionofIndiatothedecolonisationofAfrica,
c) AssesstheroleofJawaharlalNehruinthegrowthofAfricannationalism

1. Theanti-colonialtacticsusedbyMahatmaGandhihelpedtoshapethestrategyofanti-
colonialstruggleinAfrica.DuringtheperiodofIndianindependencestruggle,Gandhiused
theprinciplesofSatyagraha(orpassiveresistance)throughnon-violentmethods.African
nationalistsand (freedom fighters)like Kwame Nkrumah ofThe Gold Coast,Julius
NyerereofTanganyika,AlbertLuthuliofSouthAfricaandObafemiAwolowoofNigeria
adoptedthepolicyofnon-violenceduringthestruggleagainstforeigndomination.Thenon
-violentmethods alsoknownasGandhiism involvedboycottsontradeandcolonial
products,strikes,demonstrationsandsometimesdisruptionoftrafficflow intownsby
sittinginthemiddleoftheroads.GandhihimselfencouragedAfricanstoadoptthenon-
violencespiritiftheireffortsofstrugglingforindependenceweretoberewarding.

2. TheactivitiesoftheIndianCongressParty(ICP)influencedAfricannationaliststoform
politicalmovements.Many educated Africans especially from WestAfrica began
mobilizingthemselvesintoassociationstostruggleforpoliticalfreedoms.In1920,during
aconferenceofnationalistsofBritishWestAfricainAccra,JosephCaselyHayford,ofthe
GoldCoastledothernationalistsfrom Gambia,NigeriaandSierraLeoneto.establishthe
NationalCongressofBritishWestAfrica,Thecongresswasformedasapressuregroup
fordemanding politicalreformsfrom theBritish colonialists,'itdemanded formore
AfricanrepresentativesintheLegcovotedbyAfricansthemselves.Politicalorganisations
liketheTANUofTanganyika,theGPPofGoldCoast,theNCNCofNigeriaandtheUNCof
UgandawereallestablishedduetoinspirationoftheICPNkrumahhimselfadmiredthe
ICPtotheextentthatheadoptedtheICPcapasthesymbolofhisparty,theCPP.

3. IndiannationalistleaderMahatmaGandhiinspiredthestruggleagainstracism inSouth
Africa.TheprinciplesofSatyagraha(passiveresistance)werebegunbyMahatmaGandhi
inSouthAfricawherehelivedbeforehewasdeportedbacktoIndiabytheAfrikaner
leaders.Gandhifoughtagainstracialinjusticesin South Africa and denialofequal
opportunitiestoAfricansIndiansandcoloureds.Gandhibeganthestrategyofstrikes,
protestmarching,civilbreachofunfairlawsanddemonstrations,asameansofattaining
racialjusticesuchmethodswerefurtherpromotedbyXuma,AlbertLuthuliandcontinued
byNelsonMandela;WalterSisuluSteveBikoandMbeki.Hewrotehispopularpublication
"TheGreenPamphlet"in1896whileinSouthAfrica.Throughthisbook,Gandhiattacked
racism andoppressionofnon-EuropeansProminentPanAfricanistslikeKwameNkrumah
andDuBoispaidtributetoMahatmaGandhiforstartingthefightagainstracism inSouth
Africathroughnonviolenceandnoncooperation.

4. IndependentIndiaprovidedmassivemoralandfinancialassistancetoAfricannationalists
whichbecameusefulinthecourseofthestruggleforfreedom inAfrica.TheIndianPrime
MinisterJawaharlalNehrucommittedhimselftothe'Africancausebypromisingthat,he
willassistAfricantoachievetheirindependence.Heestablishedan"AfricanFund"through
whichmoneygrantswereextendedtofreedom fightersthroughtheIndiancommunityin
therespectiveAfricanstates.ImmediatebeneficiariesweretheEastAfricancolonieslike
Kenya.TheIndianfinancialaidtoAfricannationalistmovementsaddedabricktothe
successstoryofAfricandecolonizationprocess.



5. IndependentIndiaofferededucationscholarshipstoAfricanstudents,whichincreasedon
thenumberofAfricanelitesthatstruggledforAfricanindependence.India'sNehruopened
IndianDiversitiesandotherinstitutionsofhigherlearningtoAfricanstudents.EastAfrica
wasmostblessedwithanumberofKenyansandUgandansattendingIndianeducation.
AfricanstudentsinteractedwithIndianstudentswhichshapedtheirpoliticaldevelopment.
Theyalso gotexposed to Gandhi'snationalistactivities.Kirunda Kivejinja and John
KakongeofUgandastudiedfrom India.OnhisreturntoUganda,JohnKakongebecamea
foundingnationalistoftheUgandapeople’sCongressandthefirstSecretaryGeneralof
theparty.

6. Indiahaddirectimpactonnationalism intheGoldCoast.Inthelate1940's,Nkrumah
encouragedhispeopletoembracetheIndianindependencemovementwhichhadenabled
Indians to defeatBritish colonialrule.Nkrumah customised Gandhiism as "Positive
action."HeadoptedtheuseofnewspapersbyestablishingtheAccraEveningNewsand
theCapeCoastNewsDaily,throughwhichthepeopleoftheGoldCoastde-campaigned
theexploitativeBritishrule,Nkrumahalsoborrowedtheusedofeducationcampaignsand
constitutionalmeanslikenoncoperationwithcolonialgovernment.

7. ThedecolonisationofIndialaidthefoundationforthecollapseofBritishcolonialEmpire.
IndiaandPakistanformedthelargestsingleBritishEmpireandthemostimportantofall
Britishcolonialterritories,'hencegrantingherindependencein1947wasashocktothe
wholeworld.ItshowedBritishcommitmenttodecolonisationinbothAsiaandAfrica.
"IndiaandtheBritishcoloniesinAfricasharedanti-colonialsentimentsofracialinequality,
land grabbing and economic exploitation ofnative resources."India's independence
thereforegavearayofhopetoAfricansthatdecolonisationwasinevitable.Itwasthus
veryimpossiblefortheBritishcolonialofficetodenyAfricansindependenceafterserving
India.

8. India'sJawaharlalNehruservedasapoliticalcounselortoAfricanfreedom fighters.Many
Africannationalistssoughtforpoliticalguidancefrom Indiaafterherindependence.Upon
grantingindependencetoIndia,theBritishclaimedthatAfricanswerepoliticallyimmature
toreceiveindependence.ThisforcedKwameNkrumahoftheGoldCoast,AbdelNasserof
Egypt,andJomoKenyattaofKenya,toconsultwithJawaharlalNehrutoenhancetheir
politicaldevelopment.In1960,theIndianPrimeMinisterinvitedUganda'sApolloMilton
ObotetoBangaloreIndiaandcoachedhim onpoliticalleadership.Nehrumaintained
contactwithKenyattaandthroughexchanginglettersandin1948heappointedApaB.
PantasIndianHighCommissionertoNairobiwhosedutiesincludedprovidinglegaladvice
tonationalistsinKenya.

9. Consequently,IndiamilitarisedAfricannationalism.First,Indiaprovidedmilitaryweapons
toKenyaduringtheMau-Mauuprising,andlaterprovidedamilitarysolutionagainst
Portuguesecolonialism.In 1962,Indian PrimeMinisterJawaharlalNehru declared a
militaryattackonthePortuguesepresencebydrivingthem outofGoausingIndiantanks
andartillery.AfricansinGuineaBissauandMozambiquewereinspiredtodeclarewar
againstPortuguesecolonialrulein1963and1964respectively,justlikeAngolahaddone
earlieron in 1961.African freedom fightersin South Africaand Southern Rhodesia
combinedGandhiism withNehru'smilitaryapproachduringtheirstruggleagainstwhite
domination.



10.IndependentIndiausedherpositionintheUN-GeneralAssemblytodemandforimmediate
Africandecolonisation.Indialedagroupofmembercountrieswhovotedforanendto
colonialism throughouttheworld.ThesemembersoftheUnitedNationscametobe
knownasNon-alignedcountries.SincejoiningtheUnitedNationsOrganisation,India
directedpressureondifferentdepartmentsofthebodyliketheDecolonisationandthe
CommitteeTrusteeshipCouncil.India'spressuretotheDecolonisationCommitteeledto
independenceofGhanawhileherinfluenceontheTrusteeshipCouncilenabledthetimely
decolonisationofTanganyikaandItalianSomaliland.India'svoiceintheUnitedNations
therefore,becameanimportantinstrumentagainstcolonialism andracism.

11.In1956,thegovernmentofJawaharlalNehruencouragedthecensorship(banning)of
racistfilmsagainsttheAfricanrace.ThegovernmentorderedtheIndianCentralFilm
Boardtodenylicensetoallfilmswhichdespised(abused)theimageoftheAfricanperson
orraceasprimitive.Nehru'sgesture(policy)wasaimedatmaintaininggoodrelationswith
thepeopleofAfricancontinent,andidentifyingwiththem intheirtryingmomentsasthey
struggledforindependence.SomeofthefilmsbannedorcensoredinIndiaincluded,
AfricanAdventure,SnowsofKilimanjaro,BelowtheSaharaandTheAfricanQueen,among
others.

12.IndependentIndiaalsoinfluencedAfricannationalism throughencouragingtheprinciple
ofNon-Alignmentorpositiveneutrality.OneoftheaimsofNon-Alignmentwas-the
immediate decolonisation ofthe continents ofAsia and Africa.JawaharlalNehru
advocatedforpositiveneutralityofweakernationsmostlyfrom AsiaandAfricaasastep
towards politicalfreedom and economic strength.Non-Alignmentemphasised non-
cooperationofitsmemberswitheithertheWesternCapitalistorEasternCommunist
powers.Italsoencouragedawidedistancebetweenindependentstatesandtheirformer
colonialmasters.IndiamastermindedthefirstconferenceofNon-Alignedstatesinthe
IndonesiancityofBandung.Thisconferenceheldin1955assuredAfricansofAsian
supportandlaidthefoundationfortheAfro-Asiansolidarity(cooperation).TheBandung
conferencethereforerepresentedthebeginningofthefinalphaseofAfrica'sprogress
towardsindependence.

13.IndiatookadvantageofherpositionintheCommonwealthofNationsOrganisationtoput
pressureonBritainandcausehertoenforcetotaldecolonisationinAfrica.Soonafterher
independence,JawaharlalNehru the Indian Prime Minister influenced the British
governmenttowithdrawfrom therestofBritishcolonialterritoriesofAsiaandAfrica.This
eventuallyledtotheindependenceoftheBritishcoloniesinAfricaliketheGoldCoast
(Ghana),Nigeria,Uganda,Tanganyika,KenyaandNyasaland(Malawi).

14.IndiasoldtoAfricaGandhi'spolicyofusingChristianityagainstcolonialexploitation.
DuringtheindependencestruggleofIndia,MahatmaGandhiusedChristianityandthe
Biblicalteachingstocondemncolonialism andagitateforequalityandlibertywhichthe
BritishcolonialistshaddeniedtotheIndians.ThesuccessofthisstrategyinIndiainspired
Africanfreedom fighterslikeKennethKaundaofNorthernRhodesia(Zambia),Bishop
SitholeNdabaningiofSouthernRhodesiaandArch-bishopDesmondTutuofSouthAfrica
intheircampaignsagainstwhiteracism andcolonialism.

15.Gandhi'spersonalityalsosetagoodexampletotheAfricannationalists.Hewasavery
goodleaderandwillingtosacrificehimselfonbehalfofhispeople,andforthesakeof



independence.AstheleaderoftheindependencemovementinIndia,heinspiredmany
Africannationaliststoborrow histrendofleadershipagainstcolonialrule.Examplesof
AfricanleadersinspiredbyGandhi'scharacterincludedKwameNkrumahoftheGold
Coast,JuliusNyerereofTanganyikaandNelsonMandelaofSouthAfricaamongothers.
Mandela'srefusaloffreedom offeredtohim byapartheiddictatorP.W.Bothain1985was
intruesenseofanationalistshapedbyGandhi'sdedicationtothenationalcauseofhis
people.

THEITALIANINVASIONANDOCCUPATIONOFETHIOPIA(1935-41)
TheItalo-Ethiopian conflictof1936-41 wasawarbetween Benito Mussolini'sItalyand
EthiopialedbyEmperorHaileSelassie.ThewarbrokeoutonOctober3,1935whenItaly
attackedEthiopia.AtthetimeofItalianaggression,EthiopiaandLiberiawere'-'theonlytwo
statesinAfricathathadsurvivedEuropeanimperialism.TheinvasionofEthiopiabyItalywas
anextensionofthescrambleandepilogue(conclusion)tothepartitionofAfrica.

EthiopiahaddefeatedanearlierItalianaggressionatAdowain1896duringthereignof
EmperorMenelikII.TheEthiopianefforttoholdontoher2000yearsindependencewas
stoppedin1936whenshesuccumbed(gavein)toItaliandefeatandeventualoccupationon
May6,1936. ItalythereforeviolatedthepoliticalvirginityofEthiopiabycontrollingthe
Abyssiniancountryforaperiodoffiveyears.

TheriseofFascistMussolinithroughthe"famousmarchtoRomeofSeptember27-30,1922
andlaterestablishingadictatorialregimein1923createdaplatform forItaliandesireto
revengetheAdowahumiliation,andconsequentlyre-establishanew RussianEmpireby
controllingEthiopia.

Theopportunitycamein1935andwasprovokedbythefollowingfactors:

Referencequestions:
a)AccountfortheItalianinvasionofEthiopiain1935
b)"Mussoliniwasprimarilyresponsibleforthe1935-41Italo-Ethiopiancrisis."Discuss
c)HowfarwastheWhiteman'sconspiracyresponsiblefortheItalianoccupationonEthiopia

between1935and1941?

1. Mussolini'sdesiretoreviveItalianimperialism (colonialdomination)

TheinvasionofEthiopiawasduetoMussolini'sdesiretorestoreItaliandomination.The
emergenceofBenitoMussolinicamewithhisincreasedambitionofrestoringItalianpast
glorythathadbeenbuiltontheaggressiveactivitiesofthedefunct(former)RomanEmpire.
"MussoliniadmiredandpraisedthesuccessoftheItalianpastduringtheRomanEmpireand
hencewantedtorevivesuchgloriesoftheRomanEmpire."TheItalianDictatortherefore
wantedtore¬establishamodernRomanEmpirebyextendingRomaninfluenceoutsideItaly,
beginningwithEthiopia.HegavethepeopleofItalyaveryambitiousplanwhichincluded
worshipping the Italian state and acquisition ofnew territories through a forcefuland
aggressiveforeignpolicy.

2. Theanti-ItalianpolicyofHaileSelassie
BenitoMussoliniattackedtheEthiopianmonarchytorevengeagainstHaileSelassie'santi-
Italianpolicy.SincehisrisetopowerastheMilitaryGovernorofHararProvince,RasTafari
adoptedadiplomaticpolicywhichisolatedItaly.HecompletelyignoredItalyinEthiopian
foreignrelations.Evenaftersigningthe1928Italo-EthiopianTreatyofFriendship,RasTafari
continued isolating Italy,whichfrustrated MussoliniIn1932,EmperorSelassierecruited
foreignadvisersfrom otherEuropeanpowersexceptItaly.Healsoappointedeconomicand



militaryexpertsfrom Sweden,France,Switzerland,Belgium aswellastheUSA.Mussolinitook
itpersonalhencethe1935attackonEthiopiawastoenableItalyhaveinfluenceinEthiopia.

3. ItalianambitiontorevengeagainsttheirhumiliatingdefeatatAdowa
ThedesirebyBenitoMussolinitoavengethehumiliationsufferedbyItalyattheBattleof
AdowaAdwa)causedthewaragainstEthiopia.TheItalianKingdom hadwishedtocapture
andaddAbyssiniatoherAfricancolonialempirewhichledtotheoutbreakofthefirstItalo-
Abyssinianwarbetween1894and1896.TheItalianforcecommandedbyGeneralOreste
BaratieriwasdefeatedbyEthiopiaattheBattleofAdowaonMarch1,1896.Thepeopleof
ItalyhadnotforgottensuchhumiliatingdefeatthatdidnotonlyleaveAbyssiniaindependent
butalsokepthauntingthem foryears;MussoliniresurrectedtheItalianambitionofrevenging
againstAbyssiniawithenoughconfidencethatanattackagainstEthiopiacouldarousethe
patrioticofItalianstowardsremovingtheshamefulscarofAdowa.

4.Needtoform theUnitedItalianEastAfricanEmpire
MussoliniattackedEthiopiain1935withhopeofestablishingaunitedItalianEastAfrican
Empire.DuringthescrambleandpartitionofAfrica,ItalyacquiredEritreaandSomaliland,
whichshewantedtolinkupbyestablishingarailwayline.BothItaliancolonieswerenear
EthiopiaintheHornofAfricaandwereatthesametimeveryimpoverishedcomparedto
Ethiopia,henceoflessimportancetoItaly.MussoliniwishedtoimproveonItalianpositionin
AfricabyconqueringEthiopiaandjoiningitwithEritreaandItalianSomaliland.EmperorHaile
SelassiecametobeanobstacletoMussolini'sdream empireasheopposedtherailwayline
passingthroughEthiopia.MussolinithereforefounditnecessarytoannexEthiopia,addherto
EritreaandSomaliland,soastoeffectivelyestablishtheUnitedItalianEastAfricanEmpire.

5.Mussolini'sdeterminationtodisgraceEthiopiaandendherpride
TheprideoftheEthiopianstateof2000yearsofself-rulepromptedItalytoattackEthiopia.By
the20th Century,mostofAfricancontinenthadbeensharedandcontrolledbyEuropean
powers.-Thetwoindependentexceptionsthesurvivedcolonialism weretheyoungRepublicof
LiberiaontheWestAfricanAtlanticCoast,createdandsupervisedbytheUS-government
since1822,andtheAbyssinian(Ethiopian)EmpireintheHornofAfrica,whosesovereignty
wasconfirmedafterherdefeatofItalyinthe1896AdowaBattle.SincetheruleofEmperor
MenelikII,theEthiopian Empirewasproudlyisolating Italyin itsrelationswith Europe
especiallyonmattersofdiplomacyandmilitaryalliances.Mussolini'sdesireto endthe
arroganceoftheEthiopiangovernmentanddisgracetheindependentEthiopianEmpiremade
theItalo-Ethiopianwarinevitable.

6.TheriseoffascistMussoliniandhisdesiretospreadfascism
TheemergenceofItaliandictatorBenitoMussoliniandhisfascistideologyledtotheItalian
invasionofEthiopia.BenitoMussolinidevelopedthepoliticalideologyoffascism asmeansto
helprestorethesocial,economic,andculturallifeofhiscountry.HeformedtheNational
FascistParty(PNF)withanaim ofpromotingmilitarydictatorship,andthisshapedhisrigid
militarycharacter.Hiscomingtopowerledtotheaccelerationoffascism thatpromotedthe
ideologyofsurvivalofthefittestandthedominationofweakernationsbypowerfulones.The
desiretospreadfascism beyondItalianboundariesmadeMussolinitolookatEthiopiaasa
possiblevenue.

7.Mussolini'sambitiontohavefullcontroloverportMassawaandAssab
TheneedtohavefullcontroloverMassawaandAssabcausedtheItalianattackonEthiopia.
PortMassawawasunderjointcontroloftheBritishandItalians,whomostofthetimesfailed
toagreeonpatentissuesregardingtradeontheport.Theportcombinedtradeactivities
amongthecontinentsofAfrica,AsiaandEurope.Itexportedagriculturalproducts,especially
nuts,coffeeandhides.TheBritishaccessedPortMassawaandAssabfrom Sudanand
throughEthiopia.Mussolini'sinvasionofEthiopiawasthereforeto claim fullcontrolof



Ethiopia,denytheBritishaccesstoportstherebyeliminatingtheirinterestsintheseports.

8.Theroleofthe1934Walwalincident
TheimmediatecauseoftheSecondItakrAbyssinianwarwasthe1934Walwalincident.This
incidentresultedfrom theongoingconflictbetweentheKingdom ofItalyandtheEmpireof
Ethiopia.In1930,ItalycreatedamilitaryfortofItalianandSomaliofficersattheWalwal
(Welwel)oasisintheEthiopianterritoryofOgadenborderingItalianterritoryofSomaliland.
FightingoccurredatWalwalinDecemberinvolvingSomaliofficersintheItalianforcesand
Ethiopianarmyofabout6000men.TwoItalianfighterplanesbombedanddestroyedthe
EthiopiancampleadingtothefinalconquestofWalwal.Mussoliniusedtheincidenttomake
unrealistic demands to Selassie which included a written apology, an indemnity
(compensation)ofabout20000USdollarsandadelegationofEthiopianofficialstosalutethe
ItalianflagatWalwal.HaileSelassierejectedthedemandsofMussolini,whohence,useditas
anexcusetoattackEthiopiathefollowingyear,

9.NeedtocivilizeEthiopia
ItalyclaimedsheattackedEthiopiaduetoacivilisationmission.Mussoliniclaimedthatthe
invasionofEthiopiawasnotanaggressionbutratheritwasaimedatpromotingEuropean
civilizationinaprimitiveandbarbaricEthiopianstate.HewentaheadtoattacktheLeagueof
Nationsforassertingthathehadagreedyheartwhichmadehim toinvadeEthiopiaamember
ofinternationalPeaceKeepingbody.Mussoliniquestionedhow theLeaguetribunalcould
condemnhim forcivilisingEthiopiaabackwardandunculturednationthatdeservedtobe
civilized.

10.TheunfairnessoftheVersaillesPeaceSettlement
Theoutcomesofthe1919VersaillespeacesettlementinfluencedItalytoattackEthiopiain
1935.ThesettlementwasmadeataconferenceconvenedbythevictorpowersofWorldWarI
ledbyBritainandFrance.TheVersaillessettlementwasaimedatfindingmeansofpunishing
Germanyandheralliesandtorewardthealliesofvictorpowers.Germanwashencemadeto
losehercolonialpossessionsincludingtheAfricanterritoryofSouthWestAfrica(Namibia),
Rwanda–Urundi.Togoland,CameroonandTanganyika.TheseweresharedamongtheVictor
alies.Italy'shopeofgettingmoreterritoriesunderhercontrolmetadeadendasshecameout
oftheconferenceemptyhanded.ThislatercompelledMussolinitoattackEthiopiaasa
meansofcompensatingforthelossatVersailles.

11.Mussolini'sambitiontodemonstrateItalianmilitarystrength
ThedesirebyItalytoexhibithermilitarystrengthmade1935ItakoEthiopianwarinevitable.
Italywasregardedamilitarypowersinceherwarsofunificationbuttheshamefuldefeatat
thehandsofEthiopiaduringtheBattleofAdowain1896andthepoorperformanceofthe
ItalianarmyduringWorldWarIgreatlyaffectedhermilitaryprestige.Italyhencewantedher
military-strengthtobefeltonceagain.ThechancecamewiththeriseofMussolinitopower.
"MussolinilidthedeterminationtoraisethemilitaryprestigeofItalyintheeyesofother
powersandthatpossibleonlyifhewasabletoshow thathisarmywasnotonlystrong
enoughtoprotect'Italianboundariesbutalsotoconquerotherterritories."Heembarkedon
modifyingthemilitarysectorbymanufacturingsophisticatedarmsandammunitionsaswell
astrainingtheItaliantroopsinmodernwarfareandmilitarytactics.HenceMussoliniinvaded
EthiopiainordertoremonstrateItalianmilitarymighttothewholeworld.

12.MossolinisallegationofEthiopianPlanningtoattackEritreaandSomaliland
TheallegedintentionofEthiopiatoexpelItalyfrom hercoloniesofEritreaandSomali-land
InfluencedItalytoinvadeEthiopia.SoonafterhiscoronationastheemperorofEthiopia,Haile
SelasseembarkedonmodernisingtheEthiopianforcesasfastastheEmpire'sresources
couldallow.Mussolinisuspectedthere-organisationoftheEthiopianarmyasaplanby
SelassietoattacktheItaliancoloniesintheHornofAfrica.TheItalianspokespersonhadto



commentthatEthiopiawasarminghertroopsinanupdatedEuropeanmanner.Thisfear
madetheItalianstoappealtotheItaliangovernmentandMussolinirespondedbyattacking
Ethiopia.

13.ImpactofeconomiccrisisinItaly
EuropeafterWorldWarIinfluencedMussolinitoattackEthiopia.TheafterreflectsofWorld
WarIwereamultipleofeconomicproblemsinEuropebetween1929and1932,andthis
situationcametobeknownastheeconomiccrisis.Thiseconomicsituationseverelyaffected
everystateinEuropebuttheconditionofItalywastheunhappy.Thewarif:ahighcostof
livinginItalywithabudgetdeficitofover12,000millionLire($228000million)whichmadeit
impossibleforthegovernmenttoensurepropereconomicplanning.TheItaliancurrency(Lire)
wasdepreciated,unemploymenthadgreatlyincreasedduetocollapseofindustries,andmany
Italianswereretrenchedfrom theirjobswhilewagesofthosewhoemployedwerecutdown.
Italyhadanadversebalanceoftradeasherimportvolumescomparedtotheexports.Such
pooreconomicatmospheremadeMussolinitolookatthevirginresourcesofEthiopiaasthe
onlyhopethatwouldstabiliseItaly'scollapsingeconomyhencetheItalianinvasionofEthiopia.

14.TheunfairItalianshareatBerlin
TheBerlinConferenceof1884-85hadaneffectontheoutbreakofItalyEthiopianconflict.The
ConferencewasconvenedinGermany,organisedbyBismarcktheGermanChancellor.At
Berlin,AfricawaspartitionedlikeapieceofcakeamongtheEuropeancolonialpowers.Italy
paidthepriceofenteringthecolonialracemuchlaterthanotherpowersbyacquiringthesemi
-aridterritoriesofLibya,EritreaandSomaliland.Herjoiningthecolonialbusinesslatewasdue
tolackofmilitaryandindustrialresourceslikeotherpowers.TheItaliandissatisfactionat
BerlininfluencedherattempttoconquerAbyssiniawhichfailedby1896.Withsuchunfair
shareatBerlin,Italykeptaliveherdream ofcontrollingEthiopia,andtheopportunitycamein
1934-35duringthetimeofDictatorMussol

15.TheweaknessoftheLeagueofNa
TheweaknessoftheLeagueofNationscontributedtotheoutbreakoftheItalo-Ethiopianwas
of1935.TheLeaguewasformedon1920asaninternationalpeacekeepingbody.Themajor
aim wastodiscouragefurtheraggressionsofonestateovertheother.Inthecharterofthe
League,itwasstatedthatnocountrywastoattackanothermemberwithoutastrongreason
andifso,theissuewouldbeamicablysettled.TheLeaguehoweverprovidedforfreeentryand
exithencegivingItalyanopportunitytowithdraw from theleague.BythetimeofItalian
aggressiononEthiopia,ItalywasnolongeramemberoftheLeague.

16.JapaneseoccupationofManchuria
InfluenceofJapaneseinvasionoftheChineseindustrialprovinceofManchuriamadeItalyto
attackEthiopiain1935.InSeptember1931,theJapaneseKwantungarmyinvadedand
occupiedManchuria,whoselargeagriculturalsectorturnedherintothefoodbasketoftheFar
East.JapanwasheavilyaffectedbytheeconomiccrisishencelookedatManchuriaasa
territorytoresettlepartofherunemployedpopulaceandinvesthercapital,asourceofraw
materialsforherindustries,anewmarkettoexpandherforeigntradeandasourceofwealth
duetoitstimberresourcesandminerals.ThemajorPowersoftheLeagueshowedanegative
reactionwhenChinacalledforsupportandinsteadagreedthatManchuriawasofmilitaryand
strategicimportancetoJapanthatalsohadaresponsibilitytoprotectthelivesandproperty
ofJapaneseintheprovince.MussolinifoundagreatexcusetoinvadeEthiopiawellknowing
thattheprincipleofcollectivesecuritywasneverupheldbytheleague.

17.Impactofthe1934StresaFront(Anglo-Frenchconspiracy)
TheStresaFrontandtheItalo-Anglo -FrenchalliancegaveMussolinimoraleto invade
Ethiopia.TheStresaFrontwasanagreementmadeduringatripartiteconferenceinasmall
ItaliantownofStresa.ItwassignedonApril14,1934betweenFrenchPrimeMinisterPierre



Laval,BritishPrimeMinisterRamsayMacDonald,andItalianPrimeMinisterBenitoMussolini.
ThethreestatesrepresentedatStresa,France,BritainandItalysignedthetreatyasanalliance
again?!Germanrearmamentplan,whichthreatenedpeaceandsecurityinEurope.Mussolini
discussed with British delegateshisplansofmaking Italy'great,respected and feared'
throughtheInvasionandconquestofAbyssiniaandultimatelycreateanall-powerfulItalian
EmpireinEastAfrica.BenitoMussolinibelievedthatthesigningofthe"StresaFront"would
meanBritainandFrancewouldnotinterfereintheItalo-Ethiopiancrisis.Thisencouragedhim
toorganiseamilitaryinvasiononEthiopiain1935.

18.TheweaknessofEthiopianarmy
TherefusaltosellmilitaryhardwaretoEthiopiaconvincedItalytoattackherin1935.Britain
andFrancerefusedtosellweaponstoEthiopiaatatimewhenItalywasdeployingtroops
along the Ethiopian borderwith Somali-land.Even though Selassie had embarked on
modernisingtheEthiopianarmy,Ethiopiacouldnotbuildaformidableforcewithoutacquiring
modernweapons

Thearmsembargo(restrictiononthesaleofammunitions)toItalyandEthiopiafavouredthe
former(Italy)whomanufacturedherownarmsandammunitions.Thisbiaseddishonestyof
theEuropeanpowersgavecouragetoItalytoattackEthiopia,asshewasawareofEthiopian
militaryweakness.

1. NeedforterritoriestoresettleItaliandesperatepopulation
ThedesirebyItalytoacquirenewterritoriesforhersurpluspopulationledtotheinvasionof
Ethiopiain1935.Italywasinneedofcoloniestoresettlehundredsofthousandsofherpeople
whowerelackingworkintheirfatherland,MussoliniwasconcernedthatItalianswereno
longerabletomigrateabroadonaccountofthelimitationsimposedonimmigrationbyother
European countries.Heclaimed thatItalianswerehungryforland becausetheywere
abundant,productiveandcreative.TheEthiopianhighlandshadgoodandfavourableclimatic
conditionswithfertilearablesoilsconduciveforItaliansettlementandagriculture.Such
influencedItalytoinvadeinordertorealiseeconomicactivitiesandempowertheItalian
economy.

2. DesiretoexploitEthiopia
TheconquestofAbyssiniawouldputthecountry'seconomicresourcesintoItalianhands.
Mussoliniwaseagertotakeupcontroloftheallmineralresourcesinthemountainous
countryofAbyssina.TheItaliandesireforrawmaterialsforherindustriesandmarketforher
finishedgoodalsomadeitnecessaryfortheinvasionandoccupationofEthiopia.Thehigh
Ethiopianplateauwasconduciveforcoffee,tea,nutsandtobaccogrowing.Ethiopiawasalso
famousforexportinganimalhidesduetoalargerpercentageofherpopulationengagingin
pastoralism.MussoliniconfirmedItaliandesiretoexploitEthiopiabyclaimingthatEritreaand
Somaliland lacked the economic potentialthatotherEuropean powers enjoyed in their
colonies.

3. Supportfrom German'sHitler
GermansupporttoMussoliniinhisconquestofAbyssiniamadethewarbetweenItalyand
Ethiopianinevitable.In1934,MussoliniandthegreatpowersofFranceandBritainopposed
Hitler’sambitiousdesiretoviolatetheVersaillessettlementandannexAustriatoGermany.
AustrianswerealsoGermansbutatVersailles,thevictorpowersofWorldWarIdecidedto
leaveAustriaindependentbecausethestatesmendid notwantto createastrong and
powerfulGermany,whichwouldbeasourceofdangertopeaceandsecurityinEurope.
MussoliniwasdrawntoHitlerduringtheItalo-Ethiopianconflict,whichconvincedhim that
GermanywasabetterfriendthanFranceandBritain.Whereasthebigpowersoftheworld
opposedMussoliniforplanninganattackonEthiopiaandimposedeconomicsanctionson
Italy,HitlerstoodwithMussoliniandsupportedhim tooccupyEthiopia.



4. ImpactoftheHoare-LavalPact
TheHoare-LavalPactwasasecretproposalmadetoBenitoMussoliniinDecember1935by
BritishForeignSecretarySamuelHoareandFrenchPrimeMinisterPierreLavaltoendthe
SecondItalo-AbyssinianWar.HoareandLavalofferedtopartitionAbyssiniatoenablethe
ItaliandictatorachievehisgoalofturningAbyssiniaintoanItaliancolony.Thissupportto
Mussoliniwasaimedatpreventinghim from allyingwithHitler.Bythispact,Italywouldgain
thebestpartsoftheprovincesofOgadenandTigray,witheconomicinfluencealloverthe
southernregionofAbyssinia.EmperorSelassiewastoretaincontroloveronlythepartsof
thenorth.MussolinihadagreedtothepactbecausehewantedtoendtheAbyssinianwar
whichhadcontinuedduetodeterminednationalisticresistanceoftheEthiopians.Eventhough
theHoareLavalPlanwasnotsuccessful,itassuredMussoliniofAnglo-Frenchbacking,which
encouragedhim tohavefullcontrolofEthiopia(Abyssinia).

Pleasenote:
TheHoare-LavalPactonlyconfirmedItalianoccupationofEthiopia,butnottheoutbreakof
thewar.ItwassignedinDecember1935Jtwomonthsafterthewarhadbrokenout.

ImpactoftheItaloEthiopianwar
Referencequestions-
a)AssesstheimpactoftheItalo-Ethiopianwarof1935-41
b)HowdidtheItalianinvasionofEthiopiain1935affectthepeopleofEthiopia?

Negativeeffects
1. EthiopianresistancewascrushedastheItaliantroopsfinallycapturedtheEthiopian

capitalwhichendedthe2000yearsofEthiopianindependence.ByJanuary1936,the
peopleofEthiopiahadbeendecisivelydefeated;however,theEthiopianarmymanagedto
resisttheItalianattackforaboutafewmoremonthsbutfinallygaveinbyMay1936when
theItalianarmycommandedmyGeneralPietroBadoglioenteredtheEthiopiancapital,
AddisAbaba.

2. Consequently,theadvancementofItaliantroopstoAddisAbabaledtotheabdicationand
flightofEmperorHaile Selassie to exile in London through Djibouti.EmperorHaile
SelassiehadreturnedtoAddisAbabainApril,thefirsttimesincetheoutbreakofthewar.
SelassiefledintoexileonMay2,1936toescapepossiblecapturebytheItalianinvading
troops,andtosolicitforexternalsupportandinternationalsympathythatwouldenable
him regain his Ethiopian throne.His family and severalofhis closestassociates
accompanied him.The loss ofthe empiricalthrone byEmperorSelassie led to a
leadershipvacuum inEthiopiathatdealtafinalblowtotheEthiopianforces.

3. TheItalianinvasionofEthiopiawasasignofhumiliationtotheEthiopianmonarch.Itwas
asignofnakedaggressiononaninternationallyrecognisedsovereignstate.Theonce
Africansymbolofdignityandfreedom nowfelltotheItalianaggressors.Theoccupation
ofEthiopiaexposedthemilitaryweaknessoftheimperialregimeofHaileSelassie,whose
economic constraints could notsustain the resistance againstItaly.The Ethiopian
reputationbuiltbyEmperorMenelikIIdeclinedwithItaliansuccessoverItalyin1936.It
wasasoundingsuccesstoBenitoMussoliniwhoinspiredtheItalianrevengeoftheAdowa
(Adwa)defeatof1896.

4. Thewarledtolossoflivesandsubsequentdestructionofproperty.Theuseofpoisonous
gasandaerialbombingleftthevillagesablazewhereEthiopianssufferedheavycasualties.
Manyofthevictimswereinnocentwomenandchildren.Soldiers,elites,peasantsand



priestsalsoperishedintheItalo-Ethiopianwar.

5. TheconflictcausedandexposeddivisionsamongEthiopians.Thegrievancesthatwere
heldagainsttheAmharictribe(Selassie'sorigin)byothertribesliketheGalla,Sidonaand
SomaliduetothetribaltendenciesheldbytheEmperor'sgovernmentmadetheother
tribestosupportItalianforcesagainsttheEthiopiannationalarmy.Suchgrossdisunity
influencedtheGallatofighttheAmharic,andtheItalianstobribetheEthiopianstoidentify
theoperationareasoftheEthiopianarmy.TheEthiopianarmyofficialsofGallaorigin
alwaysledtheirforcesintoItalianambushes.

6. Theconflictusheredinapoliticalcrisisthatcontributedtotherefugeecrisisinthehornof
AfricaandtheemergenceofinternallydisplacedpeopleinEthiopia.Thisrefugeecrisis
explodedtotheneighbouringstatesofKenya,Sudan,SomaliaandEritreawheremany
Ethiopianssoughtforasylum asItalyoccupiedEthiopia.

7. OndefeatingEthiopia,theItaliansestablishedtheirimperialrule.TheItalianoccupation
broughtEmperorHaileSelassieandtheRoyalImperialHouseofEthiopiatoexperience
directEuropeanrulewhichotherAfricaleadershadalreadyexperiencedaboutfiftyyears
before.TheEthiopiandefeatofItalyatAdwamadethecountrysurvivecolonialdomination
andexploitationwhichotherAfricancountrieshadfacedfrom thesecondhalfofthe19th

century.HerindependenceworkedtocreateasenseofpeaceandprosperityofEthiopian
peoplewithinthebordersoftheirowncountry.However,followingtheItalianoccupation
(1936-41)Ethiopiansexperiencedlandgrabbing,forcedlabourandarbitraryruleofa
Europeancolonialmaster.

8. They introduced harsh and exploitative administrative policies like forced labour,
excessive Coition,arbitrary arrests and execution ofEthiopians opposed to Italian
leadership.AllthesedeprivedAfricansinEthiopiaoftheirfreedom.

9. Consequently,theItalianinvasionofEthiopialedtotheintroductionoffascism forwhich
Ethiopiabecameavictim.Mussolini'sinvasionofEthiopiawasaimedatspreadinghis
fascistideologybeyondItalianboundaries.Theideologyemphasisedsurvivalofthefittest
andthedominanceofweakernationsbypowerfulones.Ethiopiathusexperiencedmilitary
dictatorshipandtheuncompromisingcharacteroffascistItalians.

10.TheItalo-EthiopiancrisisexposedtheweaknessanddoublestandardsoftheLeagueof
Nations,whichinevitablyledtoitscollapse.Lateron,theUnitedNationsOrganisation
emergedtorolltheboatofpeace,securityandjusticeintheworld.Ethiopiareceivedan
invitationtothenewinternationalworldpeacekeepingbody.

11.ThesuccessfuloccupationofEthiopiabyItalyin1936promptedHitlerofGermanyto
invadePolandwhichwasasparklingfactorintheoutbreakofWorldWarII.Thethreat
posedbytheaxisallianceandtherefusalofGermantowithdrawfrom Polandmadethe
alliedallianceledbyFranceandBritaintodeclarewaronGermany,eventuallymaking
WorldWarIIinevitable.

Positive
12.ThebriefItaliancolonialoccupationofEthiopiawitnessedsocio-economicdevelopments



inthecountry.Hospitals,schoolsandroadsweresetup!WhileItaliansettlementledto
growthoftowns,henceurbanisation.

13.TheItalo-Ethiopiancrisisledtotheformationofaguerrillamovementknownasthe"Black
Lions”undertheleadershipofRasImru(Immiru).ThisEthiopianliberationmovement
stoodagainstethnicdifferencesinEthiopiaandensuredasuccessfulstruggleagainst
Italy.The"BlackLions"movementmadeamajorcontributoryfactorthatledtothedefeat
ofItalyin1941.

14.ThewarinspiredtheformationofacommitteeofUnionin1937.Thiswasasteptowards
promotingunityamongover100tribesofEthiopia,aswellasendingthedivisionswithin
theEthiopianarmythatfoughtagainstItalianaggression.

15.TheItalianinvasionofEthiopialedtointernationalrecognitionofEmperorHaileSelassie
andEthiopiaagainstItaly.EthiopiaandHaileSelassiebecamepopularallovertheworld
astheinternationalcommunitycondemned theItalian naked aggression againstan
internationallyrecognisedindependentstateofEthiopia.MajorPowersoftheLeaguelike
BritainchanneledtieirsupporttoenabletherestorationofEthiopiansovereignty.

16.Theendofwarin1941providedtheopportunityforthere-organisationoftheEthiopian
military.Haile Selassie realised the need fora strong modern militaryforce hence
encouraged training of many military officers in modern warfare technology.In
collaborationwithcountriesin.Europe,Selassiesentmilitarycadrestomilitaryschoolsin
FranceandEngland,TheEmperoralsointroducedmodernmilitaryschoolsinEthiopiaso
thatmoremilitarygeneralscouldbetrained.Thisgreatmovetowardsthemilitarywas
motivatedbytheEthiopiandefeattoItalyin1936.

17.FollowingtheincreasedinternationalpopularityofEthiopia,theAfricanstategotthe
invitationasafoundermemberoftheUnitedNationsOrganisation(UNO).AfterWorldWar
II,in1945,EthiopiawasinvitedasoneofthefoundermembersoftheUnitedNations
organization.ThisdidnotonlymaketheEthiopianempiremorepopular,butalsoamajor
contributortointernationalpeaceandsecurity.

18.ItledtotheriseoftheEthiopianPatrioticChurchandtheincreaseinitsparticipationinthe
rationalaffairsofEthiopia.TheparticipationoftheEthiopianPatrioticChurchinthe
struggleagainsttheItalianaggressorswasparamountintherestorationofEthiopian
sovereignty'.TheChurch mobihzed theEthiopian OrthodoxChristiansto diefortheir
country.In1938,BishopPedroswaspublicallyexecutedforrefusingtobroadcastagainst
thepatriots.TheItaliansalsokilled380monksintheancientmonasteryofDebraLimonas
afterarmswerediscovered therethisactofmurderontheChurchofficialswasa
motivationfactorintheEthiopianresistanceagainsttheItalianaggression.

19.TheItalo-EthiopiancrisiselevatedthepopularityofEthiopiaamongBlacksinAfricaand
theworldover.Thewarstrengthenedblackunityandco-operationtowardssupporting
EthiopiaagainstItalianoccupation.TheBlacksrecognizedEthiopiaasthelastcathedralof
Africanfreedom andthuswereprofoundlyshakenbythedestructionofacountrythathad



beenaproudsymbolofAfricanindependenceandblackachievementamidsttheeraof
colonialism.Protestspreadfrom LagosinNigeriatoNew YorkinUSAandLondonin
England.AllovertheworldblackswereprotestingagainstMussolini'snakedaggression
againstavirginEthiopiathathadstoodasasymbolofblackfreedom ofdignity.

20.Thewarinfluencedtheco-operationofEthiopiawithEritreaagainstItalianimperialism.
ThesuccessfulItalianoccupationofEthiopiain1936waspartlyfavouredbysupportfrom
EritreaHowever,thegoodspiritoftheItaliancolonialgovernmentinEritreachangedsoon
afterItalian conquestofEthiopia.Mussolini'sadministration stressed theracialand
politicalsuperiority ofthe Italian people in the Eritrea,Ethiopia and Somaliland.
Segregationbecamethehardandfastrule,andAfricansinthethreecountrieswere
reducedtothelowestclassofsocietyintheirownhomeland.TheEritreanshenceworked
closelywiththeEthiopianstoendItalianimperialism.

21.ThewarawakenedracialconsciousnessoftheEthiopianpeoplethattheyareAfricansand
thatEthiopiaispartoftheAfricancontinent.Forlongtime,Ethiopianrulerspreferred
seeingthemselvesaspartoftheMiddleEastratherthanAfrica.Thewidespreadsupport
givenbyAfricansandblackstoEmperorSelassieandtheEthiopianpeopleduringthe
Italianoccupationmadethem todevelopasenseofbelongingtoAfricaandnottheMiddle
East.AfterEthiopiaregaininghersovereignfreedom from Italianaggression,Emperor
HaileSelassiebecamestronglyactiveintheAfricanaffairsasoneofthegreatestPan
Africanistsandelderstatesmenofpost-colonialAfrica.NosurprisethatHaileSelassiegot
activelyinvolvedintheliberationofAfricaandestablishmentofunityonthecontinent.

REACTIONSOFTHEBLACKSTOTHEITALIANINVASIONOFETHIOPIA:
TheweaknessoftheLeagueofNationsexposedtheAfricanstotheWhiteman'sconspiracy
i.e.thattheEuropeanswerereadytoworktogetheranddominatetheblacks.Ethiopiabeing
oneoftheonlytwosurvivingAfricanstatestoretainherindependenceandinternational
equality,the ItalianinvasionwasdisrespectandbreakageoftheEthiopiansovereignty.This
influenced the entireblackworld to cometogetherto opposeand demonstratetheir
discontentmentagainstEuropeans.

TheblackshencereactedtotheItalianinvasionofEthiopiathroughthefollowing!
ReferenceQuestions:

a) HowdidtheBlackworldrespondtotheItalianinvasionofEthiopiain1935?

b)ExaminethereactionsofAfricanstotheoutbreakoftheItalo-Ethiopiawarof1935-
41)

1. PanAfricanistslikeMarcusGarveyimmediatelyspokeouttocondemntheinvasionof
EthiopiabyItaliandictatorMussolini.AccordingtoMarcusGarvey,Ethiopiawaspartofthe
greatAfricanracethatwasgoingtohelpAfricansgetridofcolonialismthus,Italyhad
committedanakedaggressionagainstaninternationallyrecognizedindependentcountry.

2. InWestAfrica,thenationalisticnewspaperscalledforthemassuprisingtoprotestagainst
theItalianinvasionofEthiopia.Thiswasmeanttoshow amassprotestbyAfricans
againstEuropeanhumiliation.

3. InNew Yorkabout20,000blackswenttothestreetstodemonstrateagainsttheItalian
rapeofEthiopia.ThiswasanindicationthatblacksintheDiaspora(abroad)stillhada



strongdevotiontowardstheirlandoforigin.

4. JomoKenyattainamonthlyLabourPublicationwroteanarticle"HandoffAbyssinia".His
articlewasasaimedatcondemningtheItalianinvasionofEthiopia,theonlysymboland
oasisofAfricanindependence.KenyattacommentedthathisweaponagainsttheItalian
nakedpracticeagainstEthiopiawasonlythepenandpaper.

5. Consequently,JomoKenyattaalsovowednevertocutoffhisbearduntilAbyssiniawas
freeagain. ThiswasaimedatpersuadingotherAfricanstoinvolveinsupportingthe
EthiopiancauseforresistanceagainsttheItalianoccupation.

6. UponnewsoftheItalianinvasion,KwameNkrumah,walkedthestreetsofLondonwith
angrytearsrunningdownhischeeks.The"badnews"ofItaliannviaolationofEthiopian
sovereign independence therefore stimulated the Pan African identity ofNkrumah.
AccordingtoNkrumah,atthathecouldnoteventrustthespacearoundhim.Itfeltlikeas
ifthewholeofLondonhaddeclaredwaronhim.

7. WalaceJohnsonofSierraLeoneandNnamdiAzikiweofNamibiaproducedaverydynamic
andexplosivearticleinthepress,"HasAfricaaGod?"Withthispublication,thesetwo
devotedAfricansweretryingtoquestionthewisdom ofItalianclaim tospreadChristianity
andwesterncivilizationinEthiopia,butbyuseofpoisonousgasandweaponsofhuman
destruction.

8. InWestAfricaandNigeriainparticular,theAbyssinianAssociationwasformedtosupport
theEthiopiacause.TheassociationworkedtocondemntheItalianaggressionagainst
EthiopiaandpressurizedBritaintofavourEthiopiansovereigntyagainsttheambitionsof
Mussolini.IttriedrecruitingvolunteerstogoandfightonEthiopianside

9. Consequently,theEthiopianDefenceFund wasputinplaceinNigeriato help raise
logistical,serialandfinancialassistancefortheliberationofEthiopia.Theseresources
wouldlaterbeinstrumentalinstrengtheningEthiopiancounterwaragainstMussolini's
men.

10.WestAfricansunderBritishruleheldameetinginLagostodebateBritishpositioninthe
ItaloEthiopianwar.DuringtheLagosmeetinginNigeria,aresolutionwaspassedasking
theBritishtostoppursuingherappeasementpolicytowardsMussoliniandcondemnItaly
foroccupyingEthiopia.

11.AfricansunderBritishcolonialism threatenedtoboycottconsumptionofBritishandSyrian
goodsandtoabandonworkingingovernmentandBritishfirmsasawayofshowingtheir
discontenttoBritishsilenceduringtheItalianoccupationofEthiopia.Theyinterpreteditas
aquietmoveremoteEuropeanruleinEthiopia.

12.In Britain,George Padmore,Danquah,Rasmark and Jomo Kenyatta organised the
InternationalAfricanFriendsofEthiopia(I.A.F.E)todemonstratetheirsupporttowards
HaileSelassieandthecommunityinatlarge.



13.The Jamaica,a protestwas organised by culturalnationalists calling themselves
"Rastafarians"demonstratedinsupportoftheAfricanpersonalityandshowtheirconcern
forEthiopia,TheRastafarianssangpraisesofHaileSelassie"theBlackMessiah!"The
leaderoftheRastafariandemostratorswaslaterarrestedforsellingHaileSelassie's
photographs.

14.In 1937,an InternationalAfrican Service Bureau was established to initiate African
commitmentagainstcolonialism.ThiswasnotonlytoresistItalianoccupationofEthiopia,
butatlargetoopposeEuropeanconquestofAfricawithanew determination.Jomo
KenyattaofKenya,KwameNkrumahoftheGoldCoast,andHastingsBandaofNyasaland
wereamongthemembers.

15.OnreachingLondonafterfleeingEthiopia,AgroupofblacksgatheredtoreceiveHaile
SelassieatWaterloorailwaystation.Kenyatta,oneofthisblackcontingentembraced
Selassie,whichwasasignofAfricanmoraleandunityoftheAfricanpeopleagainstthe
ItalianinvasionofEthiopia.

16.From WestIndies,adescendantofaformerslaveknownasGriffinswasveryaggrieved
followingtheItalianinvasionandoccupationofEthiopia.Griffinsreactedbydroppinghis
namewithimmediateeffect,andadoptedthenameof"HasMakonnen",toshow his
attachmenttowardsEthiopiansduringtheirtrialmoments.

REASONSWIFYITALYDEFEATEDETHIOPIAIN1936
Referencequestions:
a) DiscussthefactorsthatledtotheEthiopiandefeatbyItalyin1936
b)AccountforthemilitarysuccessoftheItaliansagainsttheEthiopiansbetween1935and
1936

Manyfactorscontributedto theEthiopianlossofher2000yearsofindependenceand
included
1. MussolinitookalotmoretimetomakepreparationsforanattackonAbyssinia.First,he

adoptedarearmamentpolicybyrecruitingandtrainingaverylargearmyofmorethan
500000men.Heestablishedamilitaryindustrytomanufacturemodernammunitions.In
1932,hesentahighrankingItalianofficialtospyonEthiopiaandreportonapossible
chanceofsuccessincaseofanItalianattack.ThereportgivenbytheItalianspying
officialindicatedthatthepoliticalsituationinAbyssiniawereappalling(terrible)henceit
wouldnotbeadifficulttaskifItalyorganizedamilitaryattackonthisstate.From 1934,
Mussolini'sgovernmentspentareasonableamountofItalianmoneystocauseconflicts
andrebellionsamongtheEthiopianpeopleinpreparationforthewar.TheclashatWalwal
betweenthearmiesofAbyssiniaandItalywaspartofMussolini’splantoinvadeand
conquerEthiopia.

2. EthiopiansweregrosslydisunitedwhichenabledtheItalianstotakeadvantageofthem.
Thepeopleweremostlydividedalongtribalandreligiouslines.Ethiopiahasavarietyof
ethinicreligiousandlinguisticgroups.Thepopulationcomprisesmorethan100tribes
withtheAmharaTigre,Oromo(Galla)andSomaliasthemajority.Over70languagesare
spokeninEthiopia.Suidivisionswerealsoexperiencedwithinthearmy.Thearmyofficers
from theNorthernProvincelikeTigreanprovincelookedatofficersfrom theSouthern



provincesofHararandWollowithsuspicion.TheGallawarriorsforexamplewantedthe
wartoendsofastthattheyalwaysledthemainEthiopianarmytowardsItalianambushes.
TheItalianshencegotabetteropportunityifacilitatemoredivisionsamongEthiopians,by
bribingmanynon-Amharasandinfluencingthem todesertandjoinItalianarmy,justlike
Gus,whileothershelpedItaliantroopstoidentifytheoperationareasoftheEthiopian
army.

3. ThemilitarysuperiorityoftheItaliansoverEthiopiawasagreatassetinthedefeatand
occupationofEthiopia.TheItalianshadallsortsofmilitaryhardwarelikepowerfulbombs
aerialphotographsandawellorganisedandtrainedarmyofmorethan200000troops.
The peopleofAbyssiniacouldnotstandtheItalianforcewho werethoroughly
mechanisedandfullyequippedineveryway.TheAbyssinianarmywasfullofvolunteer
fighters.Ithadveryfew professionalsoldierswhoeitherhadoutdatedtacticsorhad
forgottenthem sincethereignofMenelikII.Abyssinianshadpracticallynomodern
weaponsofwarfare.Forthefewthatwereavailable,somewerefaulty.TheEthiopianshad
onlyeleven(IDfighterplanes,three(3)ofwhichcouldnotleavethegroundandone(1)of
them hadbeengiventotheEthiopianRedCrossSociety.Thenationalforceshadonly371
bombs,13anti-aircraftgunsandmostoftheirriflescouldnotfire.ThisenabledtheItalian
armiestoweakenEthiopiantroops,penetratefartherintothehillyEthiopiancountryand
occupythecapital,AddisAbaba.

4. Consequently,the generalweakness;of the Ethiopian forces enabled the Italian
occupationEthiopia.TheEthiopianarmycomprisedatotalofabout1,000,000buta
maximum of100,000couldfighteffectivelyagainsttheinvadingItaliantroops.Majorityof
thefighterswerevolunteerswithtraditionalfightingskills.Someofthefighterswho
volunteeredtojointheforcesonlybecausetheywantedfoodandmoney.Mostofthe
EthiopiansoldiersthatfoughttheItalianwereeithersickorold.Atenthofthem were
women,anotheratenthwerepriestswhohadnostrongcommitmenttothenational
causesagainstMussolini'smen.

5. TheweaknessoftheLeagueofNationswasadisadvantagetoEthiopia.TheLeaguecould
notcondemntheItalianactionnorcouldsheintervenebysendingforcestocheckthe
Italianaggression.ThislefttheEthiopiansatthemercyofItalians.TheLeaguefailedto
effectsanctionsonItalyasthebigpowers(BritainandFrance)usedtheorganisationto
achievetheirownneeds.TheyrecognizedtheItalianoccupationofEthiopiasimplyto
appeaseMussolini.

6. TheWhiteman'sconspiracyledtothedefeatofEthiopiasuchconspiracymadeBritainand
FrancenottorespectthesanctionsimposedonItalybytheLeague.Theywentaheadto
effectthearmsembargo,whichwasabanonsaleofmilitaryequipmenttoItalyand
EthiopiawhichsolelyaffectedEthiopiatotheadvantageofItalywhomanufacturedher
ownweapons.

7. ThepoorfinancialstatusofEthiopiaatthetimeofthewarmadethedefeatofthe
Ethiopianarmyinevitable.TheEthiopianimperialgovernmentofEmperorSelassiewasso
poorthatitcouldnotmaintainanarmyinthefightingfieldforlong.Itwasalsoexpensive
totransportfightingmenfrom distantpartsoftheempiretotheareaswherefightingtook
place.Thegovernmenthardlyprovidedlogisticalsupporttothesoldierstoensurethat
theyputupatoughresistanceagainsttheItalianinvaders.



8. TheinvasioncameatatimewhenEmperorHaileSelassiewasunpopularathome.Hewas
alwaysfacedwithalotofoppositionespeciallyfrom theGalla.Therewereevenrebellions
insomeprovinceslikeintheNorth.ThismadetheresistanceagainsttheItalianinvasion
veryweak.

9. ThepoorlivingconditionsoftheEthiopianpeopleledtotheItalianvictory.Therewere
poorhousingfacilities,low wagesforworkers,unemploymentandmalnutritionwhich
madetheresistanceevenweaker.ThisisoneofthereasonsthatmadetheEthiopiansto
losefaithintheEmperor’sgovernmentandthuscouldnotgivepopularsupporttothe
nationalcause

10.TheItaliansreceivedassistancefrom SomaliaandEritrea,thetwoItaliancolonelsthat
neighbored Ethiopia.Thisenforced theItalian fightersand gavethem moralewhich
enabledthem toovercometheEthiopianresistance.

11.ThefleeingofEmperorHaileSelassietoexileleftEthiopiawithoutaleadertodirectany
remainingmoraleoftheEthiopianfighters.Iftheemperorhadnotfled,maybethe
EthiopianscouldhaveputacommendableresistanceagainsttheItaliantroops.Instead
theEthiopianforceshadtofleethebattlefrontwhileotherssurrenderedtotheItalianarmy
whichgavewaytotheItaliansuccess.

12.LackofacommonstrategyamongstEthiopiansledtotheirfailure.TheEthiopiantop
leadersfailedtoagreeonaneffectivestrategyinorganizingacounterwaragainstthe
Italians.WhiletheEmperorpreferredtheuseofguerrillatacticsandtimelyretreats,the
provincialgovernorswantedamoreconventionalwarapproach.ThismadetheEthiopian
forcestolackproperdirection,makingtheirdefeatinevitable.

Duetotheabovefactors,theItalianscouldleavenostonesunturned.Theyturnedtheirtables
againstEthiopiansinrevengeoftheAdowahumiliationof1896andweredeterminedto
occupyEthiopia.ThedefeatofEthiopiahencebecameinevitablemainlyduetothedisunityof
Ethiopians,coupledwiththeWhiteman'sconspiracyandworstofalltheEthiopianmilitary
weakness.

THELEAGUEOFNATIONSAND ITSFAILURETO PREVENTTHEITALIAN INVASION OF
ETHIOPIA
TheLeagueofNationswasaworldpeacekeepingbodyestablishedin1920followingthe
proposalattheVersaillespeacesettlementof1919.Itsformationfollowedthesuggestionby
thePresidentoftheUSA,Woodrow Wilsonforaninternationallyrecognisedpeacekeeping
bodychargedwithoverseeinginternationalpeaceandsecurity,andtoensurethatresolution
ofmisunderstandingbetweenandamongstateswasthroughnegotiationandarbitrationthan
aggression.

EthiopiawasnotafoundermemberoftheLeagueofNationsbutregistereditsmembership
fouryearslater.UpontheItalianthreatofinvasion,Selassiecriedouttothepeacekeeping
bodytcintervenebeforethewarerupted;theLeaguehowevergaveadeafear,thusshowing
inefficiency



ThefailureoftheLeaguetopreventtheItaloEthiopianwarwasduetothefollowing:

Referencequestions:
a)WhydidtheLeagueofNationalalltoavertthewarbetweenItalyandEthiopiabetween

1935and1941?
b)TowhatextentdidtheLeagueofNationscausetheItalianinvasionofEthiopiain1935?
1. Theleagueshowedanimpotentresponsetowardsthefirstinternationaltension.This

precedentoccurred when Japan attacked and occupied the Chinese industrialized
provinceofManchuria.TheunrealisticweaknessesoftheLeaguetowardsanaggression
byanon-EuropeanpowerpromptedItalytoattackEthiopiaexpectingnoreactionfrom the
worldpeacekeepingbody.

2. TheLeaguefailedtoeffectresolutionsofthe1932Genevadisarmamentconference.The
resolutionswereaimedatdisarmingGermanyandItaly,thetwopowersthatthreatened
Europeanstability.Thetwopowerswerenottomanufactureorimportarms;however,the
verytwopowersfailedtomeetthedemandsoftheconferencebuttheLeaguelookedon
astheyaccumulatedarms,whichgaveItalymilitaryconfidencetoattackEthiopia.

3. TheLeagueofNationsalsoviolatedtheGenevaprotocol,whichhadbeenimposedonthe
twobelligerentcountries;EthiopiaandItaly.ThetwoNationswerenottoimportarmsand
nomemberstatewouldconnivewitheitherofthetwointradeitemsrelatedtoarmsand
ammunitions.However,thesanctionsonItalywereviolated;weeksafter,itemslikeoil,
steeland coalfound theirwayto Italyfrom Britain and France.Theseitemswere
importantforItalianarmsmanufacturingindustry.

4. ThedeathofMr.BriandtheFrenchforeignministerin1932robbedtheLeagueofa
resolutepolicymaker.Briandwasamajorpoliticalactorwhoadvocatedforapolicyof
settlementofallconflictsbetweenmemberstatesoftheLeagueonlybypeacefulmeans.
Thusafterhisdeath universalpeaceremainedonlyadream asmenlikeMussolini
suddenlywokeuptothecruderealitiesofaggressionlikethecaseoftheItalianinvasion
ofEthiopiain1935.

5. TheweaknessoftheLeagueofNationswasfurtherwitnessedwhenshefailedtorestrain
aggressivenationsfrom re-arming.Italyspentyearsreorganizingandrearminghermilitary
in preparation foran invasion on Italy.Had the League implemented heraims of
disarmament,maybetheItalianaggressiononEthiopiacouldhavebeenaverted.

6. ThemilitarystrengthofItalyalsoscaredtheLeagueofNationsfrom interveningtoprevent
the crisis.Italyhad manufactured and boughtadvanced and sophisticated military
hardwaresuchasplanes,machinesgunsandbombs.TosaythatItalywasmilitarily
strongerisnottosuggestthattheLeagueofNationswasmilitarilyweak;buttheLeague
fearedmilitaryinterventionbecausethecostintermsofbloodandresourceswouldhave
drainedtheinternationalbody.

7. The League also failed to avertthe warbecause Italywas expanding hercolonial
possessionjustasothermembershaddone.BritainandFrancetheMajorPowersofthe
Leaguehadacquired,coloniesinasimilarmanner.Theythereforelackedthemoral



obligationtostopItalyfrom acquiringmoreterritoriesinAfricamoreso-toinvadean
internationallyrecognisedsovereignofEthiopia.

8. ThenegligenceonthepartoftheMajorPowersoftheLeaguealsorenderedthebody
incapableofstoppingtheinvasiononEthiopia,BritainandFranceneglectedEthiopiaasa
weakpoorthirdworldcountrywithoutinternationalsignificance.Theythoughtthatthe
invasion would take a matterofdays.They also did notanticipate international
condemnationofItaly.TotheirsurprisetheentireBlackWorldcondemnedthenaked
aggressiononthefreeland(Ethiopia)lefttoAfricaamidstaseaofcolonialism.

9. Racism intheLeagueledtotheEthiopianoccupationbyItalybetween1935and1941.
EuropeanmembersoftheLeagueshowedveryhighlevelsofracism infavourofItaly
againstEthiopia.TheytooseemedtohavesharedMussolini'sargumentagainstEthiopia
thatthepeopleofEthiopiawerebarbaric,backwardandpracticedslavery;andsothey
neededadoseofEuropeancivilization. HencepromptingMussolinitogoaheadand
invadeEthiopia.

10.TheappeasementpolicyofthemajorpowersoftheLeagueofNationstowardsMussolini
i.e.FranceandBritainexpressedthewhiteman'sconspiracy,whichinsteadweakenedthe
effectivenessoftheleague.TheyturnedablindeyetowardstheEthiopiancrisisinorderto
discourageMussolinitodisorganizeEurope.

11.TheLeagueofNationslackedtheservicesofbigpowersthatcouldhavestrengthenedher
standagainsttheItalianaggression.TheLeaguehadaprincipleoffreeentryandexit,
whichpromptedGermanyandItalytowithdrawfrom thebodyin1934.Russiahadjoined
theLeaguein1934butleftin1939.TheUSAontheotherhandmaintainedherisolationso
shedidnotjoin.Thisdeniedtheleagueofideasandservicesofthesebigpowers,which
couldhaveavoidedthecrisis.

12.Memberstatesweredisunited,suspiciousandhadmistrustagainsteachotherafter
WorldWarI.ThismadetheLeaguetolackspiritualunityandcorporationthatwouldhave
promptedsuccessfulunityinthebody.Thus,whenItalyattackedEthiopia,nopowerwas
willingtocallforintervention.

13.MembersoftheLeaguewereindeepeconomiccrisisafterthegreateconomicdepression
of1929andthereforecouldnotmeetthebudgetoftheLeagueeffectively.Hence,when
thewarstarted,theLeagueofNationsgotnomeaningfulassistancefrom memberstates
astheyworked-resolvingtheirowneconomies.

14.AnothercontributionoftheLeaguetowardsthedefeatofEthiopiabyItalywasthatalmost
allmemberstatesincludingFranceandBritainrecognisedtheItaliangovernmentin
Ethiopia.TheBritishhadconfirmedtheItalianoccupationofEthiopiathroughtheHoare-
Lavalpactof1935althoughtheycondemnedItalyatthebeginning.

REASONSWHYTHEETHIOPIANSDEFEATEDITALYIN1941
ThedefeatofEthiopiansbytheItaliansin1936didnotpushAfricanresistancetosilence.
AfricansinEthiopiare-organizedunderaprominentliberationmovementcalledthe"Black



Lions”ledbyadevotedRasImru.TogetherwiththedefeatedEthiopianforces,theystaged
counterattacksagainstItaly.In1941,theEthiopianswereabletothrowouttheItaliansdueto
1followingfactors:

Referencequestions:
a)AccountforthedefeatofItalybyEthiopiain1941
b)TowhatextentdidtheoutbreakofWorldWarIIin1939influencethe1941Ethiopia

victoryoverItaly?
1. Theformationofaguerrillagroup(theBlackLions)thatcomprisedgraduatesmainlywith

modernpoliticalanddemocraticconcepts:theleadersofthemovementheadedbyImru
werein theEthiopian resistanceto Italian aggression.The"BlackLions"movement
mobilizedthemasses,providedpragmatic(strong)leadershipandensuredsolidarity
amongsttheEthiopians.Theguerrillatacticsemployedbythe"BlackLions"humbledthe
Italiansin1941.

2. TheEthiopiansthroughtirelesspatriotslikeRasImruforgedunityofpurposeagainstthe
Italians.Acommitteeofunionwassetupin1937toreconciletheantagonisticgroups.
TheEthiopianshenceforgottheirculturalandethnicdifferencesandfoughtundera
generalcause.ThismadetheresistancepopularamongstallgroupsofEthiopianmasses.

3. TheEthiopianPatrioticChurchplayedasignificantroleinthedefeatoftheItalians.The
ChurchmobilizedtheEthiopianOrthodoxChristianstodiefortheircountry.In1938,
BishopPedroswaspublicallyexecutedforrefusingtobroadcastagainstthepatriots.The
Italiansalsokilled38CmonksintheancientmonasteryofDebraLimonasafterarmswere
discoveredthere.Thisactc:murderontheChurchofficialswasamotivationfactorinthe
EthiopianresistanceagainsttheItalianaggression.

4. TheEthiopianswerehauntedandmotivatedbytheGrazianimassacreof1937.Marshal
Graziani,the Italian viceroy(Governor)had announced the distribution ofessential
commoditiestothepoorEthiopiansinthecity.Unfortunately,someofthemembersofthe
"BlackLions"werehidinginthecrowdandthrewgrenadestoGraziani,whichinjuredhim
severely.TheItaliantroopsretaliatedbyfiringindiscriminatelyatthecrowdandcausing
chaosinthecity.Thechaosspreadinthecountrymakingtheincidentoneofthemajor
eventsincolonialhistorythattarnishedtheItalianimageontheinternationalscene.

5. TheItalianscarriedoutoppressiveandexploitativepoliciesagainsttheEthiopians.They
force-Ethiopianstoofferlabouratpublicworkslikeroads,hospitals,andschools;forced
them to grow cashcropsandimposedheavytaxesinEthiopia.Alltheseincreased
grievancesinEthiopiaandattractedmasssupporttotheanti-Italianuprising.

6. TheItalianarmywasbrutalandbarbaricwhichcostItalianadministrationdearly.Thearm;,
burntEthiopianhutsandhouses,rapedEthiopianwomenincludingthosewhosurrendered
executed,andburiedciviliansinmassgraves.ThismadetheItalianleadershipunpopular
everfrom EthiopianswhohadsympathisedwiththeItalianadministration.

7. Theinvasionreceivedstrongcondemnationfrom Africanstatesandpoliticalleaders.
NationalistslikeNkrumah,Kenyatta,WallaceJohnsonandNnamdiAzikiweusedthepress



andotherassociationstodemandItalianwithdrawalfrom Ethiopia.Theysentfinancial
assistance and otherlogistics to Ethiopia patriots.There activities attracted the
InternationalcommunitytoisolateItaly.

8. ThechangeofmindbytheBritishfavouredEthiopianLiberation.TheBritishsoonafter
ItalyjoinedWorldWarIIonthesideoftheaxisalliance,sentassistancetoEthiopians
through the neighbouring states ofKenya and Sudan.This British supportboosted
EthiopianresistanceagainstItaly.

9. Consequently,theItalianinvolvementinWorldWarIIalongsidetheaxisallianceweakened
theholdontoEthiopia.ItalywasoccupiedinthewarwithlessconcentrationonEthiopia.
Shewentaheadtowithdraw manyofothertroopsfrom Ethiopia.TheBritishbegan
viewingItalyasanenemythatdeservedtobedefeated.Apartfrom raidingItalianSomali-
landandEritrea,theBritishextendedassistancetoEthiopia,whichstrengthenedher
resistance.

10.ThestealthreturnofEmperorHaileSelassietoEthiopiaplayedasignificantpartonthe
sideaEthiopia.ThroughSudan,HaileSelassiecrossedintoEthiopiainJanuary1941to
strengthenEthiopianresistanceagainstItalianaggression.Therefore,thepresenceof
EmperorSelassnboostedtheEthiopiancampthatfoughtwithdeterminationuntilthe
Italianswerethrownout.

IMPACTOFTHEITALO-ETHIOPIAN CRISISON THEGROWTH OFAFRICAN NATIONALISM
PANAFRICANISM
ThewarhadaresoundingimpactoncolonialAfricaandtheblackraceinotherpartsofthe
worlddiscussedbelow

Referencequestions
a) How didtheItalianattackonEthiopia(1935-41)influencethegrowthofAfrican

nationalism?

b)Assesstheimpactofthe(1935-41)Italo-EthiopianwaronthegrowthofAfrican
nationalism

1. Italo-Ethiopianwarstrengthenedblackunityandsolidarityallovertheworldagainstwhite
domination.Blackmenworldwidewereprofoundlyshakenbythedestructionofacountry
thathadbeenaproudsymbolofAfricanindependenceandblackachievementamidstthe
eraofcolonialism.

2. ThecrisiscausedpoliticalawarenessanddeepenedthecauseofAfricannationaliststo
struggleforindependence.Africanscametoknow thatthewhitesweredeterminedto
completelyconquertheAfricancontinentmercilesslyandthereforeAfricanshadacause
tode-campaigncolonialruleinAfrica.

3. TheItalianinvasionofEthiopiaexposedtheWhiteman'sconspiracy.Africansbecame
unhappywiththeBritishandtheFrenchwhoreluctantlyfailedtopreventItalyfrom
attackingEthiopia. Consequently,AfricanresistanceincreasedinBritishandFrench
coloniesinAfricathroughappliedboycottsanddemonstrations.



4. Consequently,theEthiopianreactiontoItalianrulebecamealessontotherestofAfrican
statesunderwhitedomination.TheEthiopianresistancetoItalianlandgrabbing,forced
labourarbitraryarrestsandpoortaxationinspiredtheactivitiesofAfricanselsewhere
againstwhiteorders.ThemethodsusedbyEthiopiansagainsttheItalians,whichincluded
violentattacksonItalaliansettlersandtheirinstallationswerewitnessedinKenya,Angola,
Algeria and British CentralAfrica where white property and investments became
increasinglythetargetsofAfricanpatriotsinthestruggleforself-rule.

5. Theinvasion,hadprofoundrevolutionaryimpactonAfricannationalists'Nkrumahofthe
GoldCoastonreadingaheadingonanewspaperstandproclaimingareport"Mussolini
invadesEthiopia"helamented"Thatmoment,itwasasifthewholeofLondonhad
declaredwaronme…mynationalism surgedtothefore."JomoKenyattaontheother
handvowednevertocutoffthebearduntilEthiopiawasfreeagain.Allthesewere
expressionsofattachmenttowardsAfricaandhatredagainstforeigndomination.

6. ThecrisissparkedoffhostilepressattacksagainstcolonialrulemostlyinWestAfrica.
Wallace.JohnsonofSierraLeoneandNnamdiAzikiweofNigeriaproducedadynamicand
explosivearticleinthepress"HasAfricaaGod?"Thetwowerequestioningthewisdom of
spreadingChristianitybyuseofpoisonousgas.JomoKenyattawroteanarticle"Hands
offAbyssinia"ThesearticlesinspiredAfricanselsewhereinAfricatoagitateforthe
liberationofAfrica.

7. ThewarmilitarisedAfricannationalism.ItchangedthemindsofAfricanswhohadopted
forpeacefulmeansoftransferofpowerfrom colonialrule.TheAfricansbeganadoptinga
similarmilitaryapproach,asthe"BlackLions"whichtheythoughtwastheonlylanguage
thecolonialroasterswouldunderstand.CasestudiesarethemaumauuprisinginKenya
(1952-55)andtheFLNwarinAlgeria(1954-62).

8. TheItalo-Ethiopiancrisiswasoneofthemajoreventsthatledtotheseatingofthe
Manchesterconference in 1945.The fifth Pan African conference atManchester
recognisedthemeansemployedbyEthiopiansagainstItalyanddemandedforthereturn
ofAfricansfrom abroadtoleadindependencestrugglesintheirrespectivecountries.

9. Thecrisisprovidedaplatform forAfricanstoairouttheirgrievancesagainsttheevilsof
colonialism.EmperorSelassieattheLeaguegeneralassemblystatedthattheEthiopian
resistancetoItalianrulewasacaseofdefendingthecauseofallpeoplethatwere
threatenedwithforeigndomination.ThispublicisedthecrisisforthesakeofAfricansand
attractedinternationalsympathytotheAfricancauseforindependence.

10.TheItalianinvasionofEthiopialedtotheriseoftheRastafariansect,ablackcultural
nationalistmovementinJamaica.ThemovementrejectedChristianityofthewhiterace;



hadthevisionforworldwideBlackliberationandregardedEthiopiaasthelastcathedralof
AfricancollectivesecurityandthelastpieceoflandleftforAfricans.Themovement
lookedurgentlyforaradicalcureofthesicknessofcolonialism inAfrica.TheRastafarian
movementthereforemilitarisedthePanAfricanmovementinitsattempttoseekAfrican
freedom andindependence.

11.ThewarmarkedthecollapseoftheLeagueofNationsanddealtafinalnailinthecoffinof
internationalcollectivesecurity,paving wayfortheformation oftheUnited Nations
Organisationlaterin1945.TheUNO adoptedacharterthatemphasisedequalityofall
nations and the sovereign rights to independence ofstates underoppression and
domination.

12.Consequently,theItalo-EthiopianwarinfluencedtheoutbreakofWorldWarII(1939-45)
whichhadanimpactofAfricanNationalism.HavingseenItalysuccessfullyoccupying
Ethiopia,HitlerledGermanytoinvadePolandin1939,whichwasasparklingfactorinthe
outbreakofWorldWarII.WorldWarIIproducedAfricanex-servicemenwhousedthe
militaryskillsacquiredfrom thewartofightagainstcolonialism.

13.The crisis influenced black protests in America.About20000 blacks and coloured
AmericanstooktothestreetsinCitieslikeNew YorktodemonstrateagainsttheItalian
rapeofEthiopiaandshowtheirsupportandsympathytoallAfricanstatesthatwereunder
Europeansdomination.

14.TheItalianinvasionoftheEthiopianmonarchyinfluencedtheactivitiesoftheWestAfrican
StudentsUnion(WASU)inLondon.MembersofWASUorganisedanEthiopiancommittee
consistingofJ.B.Danquah,Asomali,JomoKenyatta,andfivemembersfrom WestIndies.
TheAfricanmemberslaterbecameleadersoftheindependencemovementsintheir
respectivecountries.

THECAREEROFHAILESELASSIE(1930-1974)
HisImperialmajestyEmperorHaileSelassie,thelionofJudahwasbornonJuly23,1892to
RasMakonnen,acousinbrothertoEmperorMenelikII.HewasbornintheprovinceofHarar
andwasthe225thactivesuccessoroftheSolomonicdynastyofthedescendantsofKing
SolomonandQueenMakeda(QueenofShebah).Hewenttoschoolatanearlyageoffive
yearsandby1899,hehadstartedlearningFrenchandEnglish.

HaileSelassiewasamanofremarkablementalabilitiesandexceptionaltalent.Thisbrought
him toastatelyappointatanearlyageoffourteenyearsasgovernorofareteinHarar
provincewherehewasborn.Attheageof24,hebecametheregentoftherealm (empire)
becameRa;Tafari.HealsobecamethecrownprinceorthenextNegusNegastor"Kingof
Kings"afterwhileEmpressZewditu(Zauditu),thedaughterofMenelikII.

HisrealnamesarehoweverRasTafariDjiizmatchMakonnen.Hewascrownedemperoror
November2,1930withthemostpompousstyleandgainedthetitleofHisImperialMajesty
EmperorHaileSelassie,meaningthe"PoweroftheTrinity."OthertitlesadoptedbyEmperor
Selassieincluded"KingofKings"and,"TheconqueringLionofJudah."



ACHIEVEMENTSOFEMPERORHAILESELASSIE
EmperorSelassiewasdeposedfrom histhronein1936whenEthiopiasuccumbedtoItalian
defeat.However,in1941acombinedforceofIndians,EthiopiansandBritishforcesofthe
King;AfricanRifle(KAR)thatEthiopiansdefeatedtheItalianimperialadministration.This
enabledHaileSelassietoregainhisthrone.Hewasbestowedthetitleof"TheLionofthetribe
ofJudah"upon his return to Ethiopia.EmperorHaile Selassie scored a numberof
achievements during his reign;hence,the Ethiopians referred to him as a man and a
modernizer.Hisachievementsincludedthefollowing:

Referencequestions:
a) AssesstheachievementsofEmperorHaileSelassieinEthiopia
b)HowsuccessfulwasEmperorHaileSelassie'sreignbetween1941and1974?
c) ExaminethechangesintroducedbyEmperorHaileSelassieinEthiopiafrom 1941
1. Immediatelyafterhiscoronation,EmperorSelassieintroducedaconstitutionaldecreethat

transformedEthiopiaintoaconstitutionalmonarchy.Thedecreebecamethecountry's
firstwrittenconstitutioninmorethan2000years.Theconstitutioncombinedboththe
country'scustomsandtheculturesofthemoderncivilisedandeducatednations.The
principalaim oftheconstitutionwastobringtogetherthepeopleofEthiopiaasonefamily,
unitedandcontrolledbyonelaw,andgovernedbyoneEmperor.HaileSelassiewasalso
hopefulthenew constitutionwouldcreatealongperiodofpeaceandprosperityinhis
empireafteraseriesofwarsandraidsamongdifferenttribes.

2. In1955,theemperorrevisedtheconstitutionthatcreatedanationalassemblycomprising
two sections,theupperandlowerchambers.Theupperchambercomprisedmainly
membersoftheRoyalImperialFamilyandcloseassociatesoftheEmperorSelassie;while
thelowerchambercametobeknownasthepeople'sparliament.Therevisedconstitution
recognisedvotingrightsoftheEthiopianpeople,whichenabledthem tovotefordeputies
(representatives)ofthelowerchamberthroughthesecretballot.Thismodernmove
towardspoliticalempowermentofthegrassrootsmasseswasanexpressionofgreater
democracy.

3. EmperorSelassiesuccessfullyestablishednationalunityinEthiopia.HavingaUnited
EthiopianKingdom wasSelassie'sfirstmajorachievementashebelievedthatthepower
ofunitywouldbeprotectedbyinterestswhichbindEthiopianspermanentlytogether.He
wasthereforeabletodowhatotherGreatEthiopianEmperorslikeMenelikII,Tewodros
andYohannesIV,onlydreamtabout,"AunifiedEthiopia."Thestruggletocreateaunified
modernstatewasbegunbyEmperorMenelikII.ThoughEmperorMenelikdidnotlivelong
enoughtoseehiseffortsbearfruits,HaileSelassierecognisedhim byunveilinghisstatue
duringhiscoronation(crowning)ceremonies.

4. Hemadeagreatcontributiontohiscountrybyensuringthetotalabolitionofslaveryand
feudalism in the Ethiopian empire.Slaveryand Feudalism had been strong age-old
economicinstitutionsencouragedbythepreviousemperors.Amongthewarshefoughtin
EthiopiainhisearlyyearsasaregentandlaterasEmperorweremostlyagainstthe
EthiopianprovincialgovernorswhoopposedtheEmperor'smovetoproviderightsand
freedomstothepoorcommunitiesinEthiopiathatwerevictimsofoppressiondueto
slaveryandfeudalism.Healsoestablishedadepartmentandaschoolforfreedslavesto
rehabilitatethem from theinferioritycomplexofenslavement.



5. Haile Selassie made efforts to modernise the education system ofEthiopia.He
establishedschoolsandcollegesinAddisAbabaandotherprovincialcitiesoftheempire.
HesentEthiopianstudentstouniversitiesinEngland,Egypt,France,andSyria.Thiswas
aimedatensuringmodernplanningofeducationinthecountry.EmperorSelassiealso
upgraded"TafariMakonnenSecondarySchool"thathefoundedin1925,intoamodern
educationfacility.HerecruitedFrenchandEnglishteachersasinstructorsintheschool.

6. Consequently,theambitionforhighereducationenabledtheemperortoestablishHaile
Selassie IUniversity.He even allowed a section ofhis palace in Addis Ababa to
accommodatesomeoftheimportantdepartmentsoftheuniversity.Foreignprofessors
andexpatriateswererecruitedfrom France,Belgium,BritainandSwedentoupliftthe
standardsofuniversityeducationinthecountry.Thiswasasignenoughtoshow that
EmperorSelassiewasnotaconservativemonarchicalleader.

7. EmperorSelassiemodernisedthehealthsectoroftheEthiopianmonarchy.Heupgraded
theBetSayda,Hospitalhefoundedearlierin1924intoamodernhealthyfacility.The
EmperorsetupmorehospitalsinAddisAbabaandinotherprovincialcitiesoftheempire.
HetrainedEthiopiantechnocrats(experts)inthefieldofmodernmedicine,whichwasa
quickradicalmoveinthefieldofhealth.Allthiswasduetohisdesireforimprovedhealth
servicesforhispeople.

8. EmperorHaileSelassiemodernisedtheEthiopianmilitary.Theprocessofmodernisingthe
army began in 1932,immediately afterthe defeatofthe Gojjam rebellion.The
modernisationofthearmywentonasfastastheEthiopianfinancesallowed.Selassie
recruited militaryexpertsfrom Russia,Belgium and Sweden to train Ethiopian army
officersin modern warfaretechnology.TheFrench and Germanswereemployed to
developtheEthiopianairforce.EmperorHaileSelassiesentmilitarycadrestomilitary
schoolsinEgypt,FranceandEngland.TheEmperoralsointroducedmodernmilitary
schoolstotrainEthiopianmilitarygeneralsinmodernmilitaryintelligence.

9. Theemperorwascreditedforhavingaliberalattitudetowardsreligion.Hehadabelief
thatreligion was a personalmatterthatbelonged to allpeoples ofEthiopia.To
demonstratethis,EmperorSelassiemadeimperialdominationstotheChurchandthe
Mosquealike.Duringhisregime,hesupportedtheEthiopianChurchtobecomecompletely
independentfrom thecontroloftheAlexandrianPatriarchChurch.

10.EmperorHaileSelassiehadgreatloveforart.Hedevotedmostofhismoneyandtimeon
culturaldevelopmentespeciallyinAmhara.Hetriedtosupporttheestablishedofcultural
centersinAddisAbabaandotherprovinces.Selassiewasextremelyfondofclassical
musicandreadingsinthefieldofphilosophy,historyandregion;littlewonderthathe
supportedtheintegrationofhistory,religionandMDD intheeducationcurriculum of
Ethiopia.



11.Selassiealsoemergedasamodernizerintheprintingfield.Hemadeeffortstotransform
theBerhanennaSalam,or"LightandPeace,"PrintingPressintoamodernprintingpress.
HefoundedPressin1923duringhisdaysasaregenttoEmpressZawditu.Thepress
printedanAmharicnewspaperwiththetitleof"BerhanennaSalam."Thenewspaper
publishedarticlespopularisingthecauseofreformingandmodernisingEthiopia.Asteady
flowofliterature,religious,andeducationalbooksinAmharicwerepublished.

12.The emperorintroduced modern politicalstructures in Ethiopia where modern and
importantministrieslikefinance,internalandforeignaffairs,healthandcommunication
wereestablished.Acouncilofministerswasalsosetuptostrengthenadministrationof
theempire.HaileSelassieputupaformidablecivilserviceinEthiopia.Allthesepolitical
developmentselevatedhim tothepositionofamoderniser.

13.HaileSelassieintroducedaschoolofaeration(piloting)whereEthiopiatrainedherown
pilots,aircraftengineersandoperators.By1971,ofallcommercialairlinesontheAfrican
continent,theEthiopiaairlinewasfullyofficeredandranbyAfricans.

14.The emperorintroduced a five-yeardevelopmentplan in which he involved foreign
technocratstoassistEthiopiainherdevelopmentprograms.Thesetechnocrats(experts)
from EuropeancountrieslikeFrance,Sweden,Belgium,andBritain,aswellasfrom the
USAwereanexampleofacardinal(veryimportant)relationship,theemperorhadwith
Europe.Therefore,the ancientempire ofEthiopia shifted to modernityand overall
progress.

15.Hehadakeeninterestinallkindsofsportsalthoughwithapersonalbiasintennis,
horsebackridingandhunting.Hefacilitatedsportssuchthatduringhisregime,Ethiopia
producedoutstandingsportsmenandwomenincludingthelegendaryAbebeasuccessful
longdistancerunner.

16.HaileSelassieisrememberedforhisattitudeandcarefortheunfortunateandunprivileged.
Hardlyadaycouldpasswithouthim visitinghospitals,orphanagesandinstitutionsofthe
disabled.Heputsomeofhisearningsinthedisposalfund,whichwaschargedwith
planningandadministeringinstitutionsofthepoorandthesick.

17.EmperorHaileSelassiehadlovefornature.Despiteofhisaginglife,theEmperorfound
timetorestwithhispettiesthatincludedHorses,dogsandbirds.Hekeptaboutthirteen
lionsinhisAddisAbabapalace,togetherwithmanyhorsesandparrots.Thiswasan
indicationofmoderncarefornatureduringhisprivatelife.

18.Duringhisregime,theemperorsucceededinsecuringandmaintainingtheEthiopianseat
intheLeagueofNations.SelassiehadregisteredEthiopiaasamemberoftheleaguein



1924,duringhisreignasaregenttotheEthiopianthrone.ThisenabledEthiopiatointeract
withmajorEuropeanpowerslikeFranceandBritainatthesamelevel.ItenabledEthiopia
toparticipateininfluentialdecisionsattheinternationallevel.BeingpartoftheLeagueof
NationsalsoprovedthatSelassiehadgreatdesireforpromoteEthiopianforeignaffairs
(relations).TheLeagueprovidedhim withavaluableplatform inhiseffortstodefendhis
countryagainstthefascist-ItalianattackwhichgreatlythreatenedEthiopianindependence.

19.Asasignofconcerntohumanity,theleaderofEthiopiasupportedtheopeningupofthe
EthiopianbranchoftheRedCross.Theemperorwasimpressedbythesupportgivenby
theRedCrosstothevictimsoftheItalianaggressionandoccupationofEthiopiabetween
1935and1941.HethereforegavethebodypermanentpremisesinEthiopiatocontinue
withtheirhumanitarianworktowardsEthiopianpeople.

20.HisinternationalpopularityledtotheinvitationofEthiopiaasoneofthefoundermembers
oftheUnitedNationsorganizationin1945.ThismadetheEthiopianempirenotonly
popularbutalsoamajorcontributortointernationalpeaceandsecurity.Hencebecauseof
EmperorHaileSelassie,hiscountrybecamepartofthedeterminingpowersofmodern
worldaffairs.

21.HaileSelassiepromotedPanAfricanism,throughemphasisingcontinentalunityinAfrica.
HisconstructiveinfluencewasseenwhenheworkedwithNkrumahofGhanaandNasser
ofEgypttoreconciletheCasablancaandMonroviagroupings,leadingtotheformationof
theOrganisationofAfricanUnity(OAU).TheOAUCharterwassignedinAddisAbabaon
May25,1963underthechairofHaileSelassie.Thiswasamajorsteptowardsbringing
togetherdifferentpeoplesofAfrica.

22.Consequently,EmperorHaileSelassieproudlyshelteredthepermanentheadquartersof
theOAUinAddisAbaba.ThiswasamemorablesymbolofthemodernconceptofPan
Africanism thatcalledforunityontheAfricancontinent.Thismovebytheemperormade
EthiopiabecomethecenterofAfricanpolitics,replacingAccraofGhanaandCairoof
Egypt.

23.Asamodernnationalist,EmperorSelassiestoodfirm behindthecauseforcomplete
freedom ontheAfricancontinent.HeworkedcloselywithotherAfricanstatesmento
ensuretotaldecolonisationoftheAfricancontinentfrom Europeandominance.Hesharply
criticisedtheUnilateralDeclarationofIndependence(UDI)inZimbabweandcondemned
theBritishgovernmentforfailingtointerfereandstoptheRhodesianrebellionthatdenied
Africansfreedom intheirland.

24.HaileSelassiestronglysupportedpeacefulsettlementofinterstateconflictsinAfrica.He
advocatedforpeacetalksandinitiatedseveralpeacemissionstosettledisputesonthe
continent.HeusedhisgoodofficetomediateintheSudancivilwarleadingtotheAddis
AbabaPeace



Treatysignedin1972betweentheSudanesegovernmentandtheAnyanyaMovement.The
EmperoralsomediatedintheborderdisputebetweenSudanandEgypt,amongothers.

WeaknessofEmperorHaileSelassie
1. MuchasHaileSelassiewasregardedamodernizer,hedidnotlivetotheexpectationsof

someEthiopiansmanythingswentwrongandmanyfactorsfailedhim duringhisnation
buildingforinstance,

2. The1955-revisedconstitutiondidnotfullydemocratiseEthiopia.Theconstitutiongavethe
emperorabsolutepowerswhichturnedhim into adespot(dictator).Evenwhenthe
parliamentexisted,itspressurewasunnoticed.Theemperorneverallowed political
pluralism asitwouldsubjecthim tocriticism.

3. Becausetheemperorcamefrom theAmharatribe,thetribedominatedalltheaffairsof
Ethiopia.TheEthiopianmasseswereexpectedtospeakAmharicasanationallanguage
duringHaileSelassie'sreign.Suchexhibitionoftribalism wasalsoexperiencedinthe
politicaloffices where nepotism became a formula forstatelyappointments.Many
AmharasmaintainedsensitivepositionsintheEmperor'sgovernment.

4. TheemperormadeOrthodoxChristianityastatereligion.Muchofhisreligiousattributes
weredirectedtotheOrthodoxChurch.ThisannoyedtheMuslim communityespeciallyin
the Eritrean province.The Muslims rallied behind revolutionists to bring abouta
fundamentalchangeinEthiopiaby1974.

5. DuringtheeraofEmperorSelassie,Ethiopiaremainedbackward.Theindustrialsectorwas
diminishing.AlotofunemploymentexistedandEthiopiansexperiencedpoorstandardsof
living.Thiswaspartiallyduetotheforeigndominationintheeconomicactivities.Bythe
timeofhisoverthrow,themajormeansoftransportinEthiopiawasbyhorses.

6. Consequently,the emperor employed foreigners as his governmentadvisers.He
appointedaSwissforlegalissues,anEnglishadviserforinternalaffairsandaSwedefor
foreignaffairs.Healso,hadanAmericanwhogavehim financialadvice.Thiswasinno
doubtpromotionofneo¬colonialism.

7. Theemperorputhisefforttoimproveinfrastructureonahardrock.Thiswasbecausethe
roadsandrailwaylinesremainedinadequatewhileafew thatwereexistinghadbroken
down.Manyareasinthecountrysideaswellassometownsremainedremote,not
connectedorinaccessible.ThiswasonereasonwhyEthiopiaremainedeconomically
backward.

8. TherewasgrossviolationofhumanrightsduringEmperorSelassie'sreign.TheEthiopians
weredeprivedoffreedom ofworship,ofspeech,freedom ofAssemblyandofAssociation.



This meantthatthe period Ethiopia was underHaile Selassie was dominated by
undemocraticpoliciesandpoliticalanarchy.

9. TheEmperorfailedtoreform thelandtenuresystem.Thelandproblem remainedconstant
andaffectedmanyoftheEthiopianpeasants.Themostlyaffectedpeoplewereresidents
ofSouthernEthiopiawhowerelandlessandstayedundercruellandownersthatcharged
them heavylanddues.Therefore,Ethiopiasufferedfrom feudalism andserfdom during
Selassie'sreign.

10.Between 1972 and 1974,droughtand famine befellEthiopia and affected manyof
Ethiopianmasses.AmongthevictimsofthesecatastrophesweretheTigre,Oromo,
SomaliandtheEritreancommunity.ThegovernmentofEmperorSelassiehoweverdid
littletorescuethesituation.Closeto200,000masseslosttheirlives.Thiswasoneofthe
unrealistictreatmentsbyHaileSelassie'sgovernmentthatledtoitsoverthrow.

11.PoliticalinstabilitiesinEthiopiaatthetimewereattributedtoHaileSelassie'sgovernment.
Theemperorrefusedtorecognisetheinternalself-governmentofEritreaandtheOgaden
claim bySomaliresidents.ThesecontinuouslyinvolvedtheEthiopiancommunityinwar
with Eritrea and the Somalia respectively.Many Ethiopians suffered due to these
instabilities,whichledtounpopularityoftheEmperor.

12.TheEmperorwasreluctanttoimproveontheconditionsofthearmy.Thesoldierswere
subjectedtopoorpayments,poorlivingconditions,andnepotism duringtheprocessof
promotion.Raisedgrievancesinthearmy,whichpromptedyoungarmygeneralslikeHaile
Mengistutoplotacoupin1974.

13.The Ethiopian society by 1970 was facing an economic crisis characterised by
unemployment,scarcity ofessentials commodities,economic stagnation and acute
inflation.ThisleftmanyEthiopianstarving;theworkersreceivedlowpaymentswhilethe
freshgraduatescouldhardlybeposted.ThispromptedmanyEthiopiansespeciallyyouths
togoonstrike,henceexposingtheweaknessoftheemperorashewasageing.

14.EmperorSelassiefailedtocurbdownthehighlevelsofilliteracy.Bythetimehewas
overthrowntheilliteracyratewas90-95%,thehighestinAfrica.Manyoftheilliterateswere
unemployed.Thisincreasedtheunpopularityoftheemperor.

15.BitingpovertyclaimedmajorityoftheEthiopianpopulation.Manyofthem couldnotafford
toeducatetheirchildren,cloththem orshelterthem.ItwashardforanEthiopianduring
HaileSelassie'sregimetomeetthedailynecessitiesoflife,therefore,leadingtopoor
standardsofliving.



16.TherewastoomuchlabourexploitationinEthiopiaduringtheregimeofHaileSelassie.
Theworkingconditionswereverypoorinthecountrycharacterisedbylittlepaybecause
thegovernmentofSelassiehad notregulated a justwage.Theworkerswerealso
exploitedthroughheavytaxation.

17.Corruption and economic mismanagementruined the governmentofEmperorHaile
Selassie.Manyofhisgovernmentofficialssquanderedpublicresourcestosatisfytheir
selfishinterests.Theyhadlittleconcerntotheproblemsofthemasses.Theemperordid
notattemptto convictthe corruptgovernmentofficials,which called formilitary
intervention.

THEDOWNFALLOFEMPERORHAILESELASSIE
In1974,theEthiopianmonarchywasousted(overthrown)byagroupofyoungarmyofficers.
Earlieronin1960,Ethiopiaexperiencedanabortedcoupforwhichoneofthecouporganisers
was Haile Selassie's son.The 1960 coup was unsuccessfuldue to the high military
intelligenceoftheemperor.

ByDecember1973,thesituationinEthiopiawasappalling.Manyofthemassesweresuffering
15thedroughtandfaminecatastropheswereworsening.Theageingemperor(at81years)
wasadvisedtostepdownbutherefused.InFebruary1974,agroupofuncompromisedyoung
armyofficersledbyMengistuHaileMariam stagedupanarmyuprising(mutiny)wherethey
tookoverthearmyleadership.Thejuniorofficersestablishedaprovisionalmilitaryadvisory
council(Dergue)toassisttheageingemperorinmanagingthecountry'saffairs.

TheDerguegraduallyweakenedthepowersoftheemperorandbySeptember1974,Haile
SelassiewasinsignificantingoverningEthiopia.Consequently,membersoftheDerguewho
included Haile Mengistu Mariam,Atnafu Abate and Aman Andom staged a coup on
September'.1974thatfinallyledtothedownfallofHaileSelassie'sregime.

Uponhisoverthrow,theEmperorwastakenfrom hispalaceinAddisAbabaanddetainedinan
exclusiveprisonwherehewastorturedandmistreated.Hediedayearlaterundermysterious
circumstances.

CAUSESOFTHE1974ETHIOPIANCOUP(REVOLUTION)

Referencequestions
a)AccountforthedownfallofEmperorHaileSelassiein1974
b)DiscussthefactorswhichledtothecollapseoftheEthiopianmonarchyin1974
c)TowhatextentdidEmperorHaileSelassiecontributetohisowndownfall?
d)ExaminethefactorsfortherisetopoweroftheDerguemilitaryjunta
e)AccountfortherisetopowerofMengistuHaileMariam

1. ThedroughtandfaminecatastrophesworsenedthesituationinEthiopiaresultingtothe
downfallofHaileSelassie.Faminebrokeoutin1972afteralongdrought,whichhadstate
earlierin1971.Duetoincreasedstarvation,closeto200000peasantsperishedespecially
theGalla,Shoa,Wollo,SomaliaandtheEritreans.LaterfloodsinvadedSouthernEthiopia
andsweptawaypeople'shouses,gardensandproperty.Theworstpartwasthat,the
governmentofSelasssshowedanegativeresponse,whichdiscreditedtheemperor.

2. Increasedgrievancesinthearmyresultingfrom theappallingconditionsmadethe1974
coup inevitable.Theofficialsinthearmyexperienced meagrepayments,poorliving



conditionsintermsofhousingandsanitary,anddiscriminationduringtheprocessof
promotion.Allthegrievancesinfluencedtheyoungarmygeneralstoturnthetablesagainst
theemperorrgovernment.

3. ThedictatorshipofEmperorSelassiecausedhisdownfall.Thedespotism ofSelassiewas
increasedafterthe1955-revisedconstitutionwhichgavetheimperialhouseabsolute
powers.Theemperorhenceforthturnedintoadictator.Theparliamentwasdominated
anditsexistencewasneverrecognized.Democracywasabolishedandtheemperorcould
notallowpoliticalpluralism asthiswouldsubjectbringhim totoomuchcriticism.

4. Becausehewascomingfrom theAmharictribe,theemperorledthesmalltribeto
dominatethesocio-economicandpoliticalaffairsofEthiopia.Mostofthelucrativeand
influentialpostsingovernmentweregiventopeopleofAmharicoriginandmembersof
theroyalfamily.Thisform ofnepotism andtribalism forcedtheunprivilegedclansand
tribestoyearnforchange.

5. Consequently,therewasincreaseddominationofAmhariccultureswhichforcedother
groupsopposetheemperor'sgovernment.Thenon-Amharicwereexpectedtospeak
Amhariclanguage&nationallanguageduringSelassie'sregime.OtherAmhariccultures
werealsoforceduntotheothergroupssuchthattheOromo,SidonaandtheEritrean
societysupportedtheoverthrowthegovernmentofEmperorHaileSelassie.

6. HemadeChristianityastatereligionwiththeOrthodoxChurchdominatingEthiopiawhich
caused the 1974 coup.Much ofthe religious attributes were directed towards the
OrthodoxChurch.Thisannoyedthefew MoslemsinEthiopiaespeciallyintheEritrean
province.Someofthem ralliedbehindtherevolutionariestobringaboutafundamental
change.

7. TheeconomicbackwardnessofEthiopiamadethedownfallofHaileSelassieinevitable.
By1974,EthiopiawasoneofthemostprimitivecountriesinAfrica.Theinfrastructurewas
inadequate and the few available roads and railways had started collapsing.
Industrialisation was very low;agriculture was declining with presence of poor
communication systems.During thetimeofEmperorSelassie,themajormeansof
transportwasbyhorses.

8. Consequently,theeconomicproblemsinEthiopiaaffectedthepopularityofEmperor
Selassie.Therewasgrossunemploymentperhapsduetolow levelsofindustrialization
and thecollapsing agriculturalsector.Themassesexperienced scarcityofessential
commoditiesand acuteinflation. Alltheseincreased thesuffering ofmassesand
worsenedthestandardsofliving.



9. EmperorSelassieadoptedapoorforeignpolicythatledtohisdownfall.Hecreatedan
unfavourable relationship with USA,which led to economic exploitation ofEthiopia.
EthiopiawasoneoftheleadingcoffeeproducersinAfricabutallhercoffeewenttoUSAin
exchangeforAmericanindustrialproducts.Consequently,theUSgovernmentdetermined
thepriceofEthiopiancoffee.SuchtermsoftrademadeEthiopiacompletelydependenton
America.TheyoungMarxistarmyofficersrejectedsuchpolicyaridhencestagedupa
coupin1974.

10.Consequently,EmperorHaileSelassieemployedforeignersashisgovernmentadvisors,
whichcostthepopularityofhisgovernment.HeappointedaSwissasalegaladvisorand
Englishforinternalaffairs,anAmericanforfinancialadviceamongothers.Togetherwith
thecontinuedrelationshipwithZionistIsrael,theemperorwasregardedbytheEthiopian
massesasanagentofneo-colonialism andZionism.

11.Theincreased politicalinstabilitiesin Ethiopia caused thedownfalloftheEthiopian
monarchy.Theemperor'sgovernmentfailedtosolvethearmedconflictintheOgaden
province.Consequently,thepersistentEritreancrisissince1961strainedtheEthiopian
armythatwasalreadyconcernedwithpoorwelfare.Thiscalledformilitaryintervention
from theyoungMarxistofficers.

12.TheincreasedviolationofhumanrightsbyHaileSelassie'sgovernmentledtothecollapse
oftheEthiopianmonarchy.Thepeopleweredeprivedoffreedom ofworship,freedom of
associationandofassembly.ThismeantthatEthiopiansduringthetimeofHaileSelassie
weresufferingliketherestoftheAfricansduringcolonialism.Theemperorhadput
Ethiopiainthestateofconfusionandanarchy.

13.Failurebytheemperortoreform thelandtenuresystem madehisdownfallinevitable.The
Ethiopianmassesespeciallyofthesouthernregioneitherhadnolandortheywereunder
thecontroloflandlordswhochargedthem highlanddues.ThepoorlandpolicyinEthiopia
wasalsoperpetuatedbyfeudalism andserfdom.Alltheseincreasedtheunpopularityof
theageingemperoramongthepeasants.

14.ThehighrateofilliteracycausedthedownfallofEmperorHaileSelassie.Ethiopiaatthe
timeexperiencedthehighestrateofilliteracyonthecontinentofabout90-95percentof
hertotalpopulation.ThefeweducatedwereconcentratedinurbanareasespeciallyAddis
Ababa.Thisleftthevillageswithalmostnoonetointroduceanychanges.Thehigh
illiteracywasoneoftheexplanationsoftheunemploymentlevelsinthecountry.

15.Consequently,theemergencyoftheeliteclassinEthiopialedtotheoverthrowofHaile
Selassie'sGovernment.By1955,thenumberofwesterneducatedpeoplewassteadily
increasinginthecountry.Theeliteswerecharacterisedbyimpatience,andthedesirefor
radicalchanges.TheeliteclasswasgreatlyopposedtoHaileSelassie'slow paceof
change,andthisledtothe1974revolution.



16.CorruptionandeconomicmismanagementthatcharacterisedthegovernmentofHaile
Selassiemadehisdownfallinevitable.Thegovernmentofficialsandtheroyalfamily
embarked on exploiting and wasting Ethiopian resources forself-satisfaction.Haile
Selassieensuredthatalotofresourceswerechanneledforimperialfunctions.The
emperor'stendencyofbankingalotofmoneyinforeignfinancialinstitutionslikethe
SwissbankinGenevamadetheemperorunpopular,causingthe1974revolution.

17.PovertythatclaimedmajorityoftheEthiopianpopulationledto militaryintervention
throughacoup.TheEthiopianpeasantscouldhardlyeducatetheirchildren,feedthem or
cloththem.Thiswasworsenedbythepoorworkingconditionsinthecountrythatwere
alsoexperiencedinthearmy.Thefailurebythegovernmenttoaddresstheeconomic
problemsofthepeasantsledtothedownfalloftheEthiopianmonarchy.

18.TheoverthrowofHaileSelassiewasalsoaresultofambitiousinterestsofyoungsocialist
officers,Atnafu,MengistuandAndom.Thesemilitarywantedtotestpower,reform the
militaryandestablishasocialiststateinEthiopia.Theydetestedaconservativeandmean
HaileSelassiewhodespitehisageinglifehadrefused,tostepdown.Theyformedthe
provincialmilitaryadvisorycouncil(Dergue)inFebruary1974,whichlatertookoverpower
from SelassieinSeptember1974.

19.TheinfluenceoftheearliersuccessfulcoupsinAfricaledtothedownfallofEmperor
Selassie.Theoverthrow ofHaileSelassiewastherefore,ademonstrationeffect.The
coups thathad an impacton Ethiopia included the 1965 coups in Algeria led by
BoumedienneagainstBenBella,andCongoledbyMobutuagainstKasavubu,the1966
coupsinNigeriae.g.theJanuarycoupofIgboofficersledbyNzeogwuagainstTafawa
BalewaandGhanaledbyKotokaagainstNkrumah,the1971coupinUgandaledbyAmin
againstOboteandtheGhanaiancoupof1972ledbyAcheampongagainstKofiBusia.

THEAFTERMATHOFHAILESELASSIE'SDOWNFALL
The1974coupinEthiopiathatledtotheoverthrow ofHaileSelassiewasfollowedbya
revolution.TheDergueimmediatelyestablishedamilitarygovernmentafterthe44yearsof
Selassie'srule.TheDerguewashowevermarredwithpowerstruggleswhichsawtheearlier
DergueleaderslikeBanteandAtnafubeingassassinated.Consequently,theoverambitious
MengistuMariam alsoselectivelyeliminatedAndom astrongrivaltotheDergueleadership.
This leftMengistu Mariam with no serious competitorand therefore,he became the
undisputedchairpersonoftheDerguein1977.

EFFECTSOFTHE1974REVOLUTION
Referencequestions
a) ExaminetheimpactofthedownfallofEmperorSelassie

b) Explaintheeffectsofthe1974revolutionarycoupinEthiopia

c) AssesstheachievementsoftheDerguebetween1974and1991

d) TowhatextentdidMengistuHaileMariam achieveinEthiopiafrom 1977to1991
1. TherevolutionledtothedownfallofHaileSelassieandtheabruptendoftheSolomonic



dynasty.Thisalsobroughttoanendaristocraticmonarchism undertheAmhara.Ethiopia
receivedamilitaryregimeknownastheDergue(theProvisionalMilitaryAdvisoryCouncil),
whichattemptedtoaddresstheproblemsofEthiopia.

2. The new militaryregime underHaile Mengistu adapted socialistpolicies aimed at
improvingtheeconomicandsocialconditionsinEthiopia.Allsectorswerenationalizedby
thegovernmentandputunderstatecontrol.Thegovernmentthenembarkedonstate
planningwhichgaveherthemandatetotakefullcontroloftheeconomyforthebenefitof
masses.

3. The land tenure system was reformed.The Dergue promoted a land program that
benefitedmanyhouseholds.Thiswasimportantinthesouthernpartofthecountrywhere
closeto700000peasanthouseholdsbenefitedfrom thisgovernmentgesture.InMarch
1977,alandreform decreewaspassedwhereallagriculturallandwasnationalized
withoutcompensationandthenredistributedtothepeasants.

4. MengistuandtheDergueemphasisedinfrastructuredevelopment.Thepolicyincluded
improvingonthebuildingstructures,roadsaridbridges,aswellasextendingroadsand
railwayslines.ThisimprovedontheEthiopiantransportandcommunicationsystems,
encouragedagricultureandredeemedthecountryofbackwardness.

5. Therewasimprovementintheprovisionofsocialservicesforinstancemedicalservices
wereimprovedandextendedtotheruralareasfreeofcharge.Thepeasantswereableto
receiveadequatemedication.ThegovernmentofMengistuestablishedmorehospitals
andhealthcentersineveryprovinceasawayofimprovingonthehealthconditionsforthe
people.

6. Illiteracy campaigns were carried-outfollowing the downfallofHaile Selassie.The
campaignswereorganisedthroughlocalassociationsatthegrassrootsalthoughthiswas
stilldoneinAmharic.Illiteracyrateswereconsequentlyreducedfrom about95%to50%.

7. Themilitaryregimeinitiatedtheestablishmentofworkerscommitteesandorganizations
purposelytoimproveontheconditionsoftheworkers.Thisalsoledtothecreationof
trade–unions. Asaresult,planstoregulateaminimum andjustwageforworkerswere
adoptedbythegovernment.ThesocialistpolicyadoptedbyMengistureducedlabour
exploitation.

8. ThemilitarygovernmentledbyMengistuadoptedahousingpolicyaimedatfinding
solutiontothepoorhousingfacilitiesofthepoorpeasants.In1975,allurbanhouseswere
nationalizedandrentwastobecollectedbypublicauthorityestablishedbygovernmenton
one'searnings.Urbandwellerswerealsorestrictedtoowningonehouse.

9. MengistuandtheDergueintroducedaprogressivetaxationsystem aimedatimprovingon
thefiscalpolicyinEthiopia.Polltaxwasreducedinfavouroflowincomeearnerswitha
newtaxpayasyouearn'introduced.Thenewfiscalpolicywasaimedatreducingthegap
betweentherichandthepoor.

10.Ethnicsm (tribalism)thatwascommonintheoldregimewasweakened.TheDergue
emphasized equalityofallnationalsand culturesofEthiopia,Officialrecognition to
publicationinallwaspromoted.Thishelpedinensuringunityinthecountry.

11.ThegovernmentofMengistu recognized therightsofEritreans.TheEritreanswere
allowedtopracticeIslam,abandonAmharicandEnglishfortheirlocallanguagesand
aboveall,Mengisturecognizedtheinternalself-governmentofEritrea.Thisbroughthope
totheCoastalRedSeaprovinceandcontributedtoacease-fireforsometime.



12.TherewasimprovementinAgricultureandthisledtoincreasedagriculturalproduction.An
increase in coffee exportation was realised,leading to increased nationalearnings.
Growingoftea.Tobaccoandnutswasalsoencouragedtodiversifytheagriculturalsector.
Statefarmsweresetuptoprovidemoreemploymenttothepeasants.Allthesewere
attaineddespitetheseveredroughtthatpersisteduntil1978.

13.ThegovernmentofMengistuembarkedonmassindustrialisation.Manyindustrieswere
setto increase on industrialoutputand reduce on consumption offoreign goods.
Industrialisationalsoimprovedonthewelfareofpeoplethroughemployment.Bytheend
of1976,theministryofnru.3trycontrolledthegreatestpartofmanufacturingindustriesin
Ethiopia.

14.Mengistupromotedtourism duringhisreign.Thetouristindustryboomedduetocultural
pietiesofEthiopia,thescenicbeauty,historicalsightsandtherichhistoryofthecountry.
Manyforeigntouristswereattracted,whichledtoanincreaseingovernmentrevenues.

15.UnlikethegovernmentofHaileSelassie,theDergueextendedhumanitarianaidtothe
unprivilegedandthepoor.ThegovernmentofMengistuallowedforeigninvestorsand
humanitarianworkerstooperateinthecountryandassistgovernmenttoaidtheEthiopian
refugeesinthefamine-ravagedareas.Thiswasasignofcarebythegovernmentforthe
disadvantagedasMengistuusedtherevenuescollectedfrom tourism tocaterfortheir
welfare.

16.TheDergueunderMengistupromotedaresettlement(repatriation)program intheareas
struckbyfamineanddrought,andlaterfloods.In1976,theprogram ensuredrepatriation
ofabout660000peoplefrom theareasaffectedbydrought,toareaswithfertilesoilsin
thenorthandtheeast.

WEAKNESSES(SHORTCOMINGS)OFMENGISTUANDTHEDERGUE
Muchasthepolitical,socialandeconomicpoliciesoftheDerguereformedEthiopia,the
regime underMengistu faced severalproblems.Mengistu failed to solve manyofthe
problemshence,theDerguecouldnotkeepstanding.In1991,afteralongperiodoffighting,
MelesZenawiandtheEthiopianPeoples'RevolutionaryDemocraticFrontwithassistance
from theEritreanpopularLiberationFrontofIsayasAfewerki,capturedpowerandcausedthe
collapseoftheDergue.TheweaknessofthemilitarygovernmentunderMengistuMariam
includedthefollowing:

Reference
a) AccountforthecollapseoftheDergueby1991
b)'MengistuHaileMariam wasprimarilyresponsibleforhisowndownfall'Discuss
1. Atthebeginning,theDerguewasfacedwithethnicconflicts.EthnicgroupsliketheOromo

andSidonawantedtodominatetheEthiopianaffairsattheexpenseofothergroups.This
causedcivilunrestinthecountry.ThegovernmentofMengistuhadinitiallyfailedto
containthesituationleadingtoincreasedsuspicionandmistrustintheEthiopiansociety.

2. Consequently,theDerguewasfacedwithhostilitiesfrom theformerrulingclassand
sympathizersofHaileSelassie.TheylaterformedtheEthiopianDemocraticUnion(EDU)
andcooperatedwiththeanti-MarxistSudanesegovernmentofGeneralNimieri.Menistu’s
governmentalmostfailedtosilencetheEDUwholaterjoinedtherebelforcesagainsthis
government.

3. ThegovernmentofMengistuwasfacedwithconstantEritreansecessionistrebellionat
thesametime,Mengistu'sregimewasengagedinafull-scalewarwithSomaliaoverthe
Ogadenterritoryuntil1978.ThesemilitaryconfrontationsstrainedtheDerguegovernment



andtheEthiopianeconomyatlarge.

4. Internally,therewereincreasedpoliticalinstabilitiesinEthiopiathatthegovernmentof
Mengistufailedtocontain.TheTigrePeople'sLiberationFront(TPLF)inthenorthjoined
handswithotherminorethnicgroupstoform amilitaryallianceinthenameofthe
EthiopianPeople’sRevolutionaryDemocraticFrontunderMelesZenawi.Consequently,
thismilitaryalliancecausedthedownfallofMengistuandtheDergue.

5. ThelandpolicythatwasreformedbyMengistudidnotbenefitallEthiopians.Whileonly
700000householdswerebeneficiaries,majorityoftheEthiopiansespeciallyinthesouth
werenotrescuedfrom thecustomaryform oflandownershipthataffectedthem severely.'
theyvsubjectedtofeudalism andserfdom.TheinconsistentlandpolicyoftheDergue
thereforereducedthepopularityoftheDergueespeciallyinthesouthernregion.

6. Thenationalisationpolicyonlandledtofamine.Thepolicycauseddeclineinagricultural
productionleadingtoseverefoodshortage.Followingthenationalisation,thegovernment
putmuchemphasisonstatefarmsthatpromotedlargecapital-intensivefarmingwith
interestincashcropsasthepeasantsectorwasignored.Ethiopiansembarkedoncoffee
andcottonproductionattheexpenseoffoodcrops,whichledtostarvation.

7. Therewererebellionsorganizedbyeliteswhowerenotimpressedbythesocialistpolicies
ofmengistu'sgovernment.Duetothisopposition,thegovernmenttransferredstudents,
teachersandothereducatedgroupstoruralareasundertheguiseofcarryingoutliteracy
campaigns,however,insteadofsilencingthem,theeducatedmassesbeganpoliticising
thepeasantswithanaim ofpreparinggroundfortheirrecruitmentagainstMengistu's
government.

8. MengistufailedtocontaininternaldivisionswithintheDergue.Therewereideological
conflictsbetweenmemberswhosympathisedwithsocialism andthoseagainstthepolicy.
PowerstrugglescontinuedeatinguptheDergue,whichforcedMengistutoarrestandkill
hisrivalsintheDergue:theDerguemembersselectivelyeliminatedwere,Bante,Atnafu
AbateandamonAndomn.

9. Consequently,Mengistu Haile Mariam became a militarydictatorwho replaced the
aristocratedictatorshipofSelassie.Heabolishedtheparliamentevenwhenitwasnon-
functionalandalsobannedtheactivitiesofoppositionpoliticians.MengisturuledEthiopia
throughdecrees.ThedespoticpoliciesoftheDerguepreparedgroundsforthedownfallof
Mengistu.

10.Nationalisationoflandledtodisplacementofpeople.Thedisplacementgrosslyaffected
thepoorEthiopianpeasantsinthesouth.Intheprocess,familiessplitwhichalsolowered
agriculturalproductionbyabout30%.Intheduecourse,manypeoplediedduetolackof
scurvyandproteins.

11.Generally,the famine catastrophe continued:even when the Dergue tried to give
humanitarianassistancetotheaffectedmasses,starvationandsufferingcontinuedupto
1978.Thehumanitarianassistancewasnotenoughtosatisfytheexpectationsofthe
masses,andthistestedthepopularityofMengistu.

12.TherevolutionarygovernmentofMengistufailedinhereffortstoimproveonthelabour
conditions.The minimum wage remained on paperwhile job registration was not
implementedtoensurejobsecurity.Thehighlevelsofinflationfrozetheworkers'wages,
strikeswerebannedandtradeunionleaderswereimprisoned.Themilitarygovernment
washencediscredited.



13.Povertywasnotwiped outofEthiopia.Manyofthemassesremained unemployed,
sufferedfrom economicconstraintsandsurvivedongovernmenthandouts.Bythetimeof
theoverthrowofMengistuandDergue,theeconomicsituationinEthiopiawasappalling.

14.Mengistu embarked on intensive militarisation atthe expense ofothergovernment
departments.MegamilitarydealswiththeSovietUnionandCubamadeMengistuto
spendalotofEthiopianresourcesoncommunistartillerywhileothersectorsofthe
Ethiopiansocietywereunderfunded.

15.WiththeaboveweaknessesthatcharacterisedtheregimeofMengistuandthejunta
(military regime),the Dergue could notcontinue in power.The Ethiopian People's
RevolutionaryDemocraticFrontMelesZenawiopenedupaguerrillawaragainstMengistu,
whichlaterledtothedownfalloftheDerguein1991.Atransitionalgovernmentwasputin
placeledbyMelesZenawi.

16.Aftermakinganewconstitution,Ethiopiareturnedtocivilianruleelectionswereheldand
meleszenawioverwhelminglyemergedasthewinner.Hebecamethefirstexecutiveprime
ministerofEthiopiain1995,apositionheuntilhisdeath.

EGYPTIANREVOLUTION(1952-70)
EgyptwaspartoftheancientOttoman(Turkish)Empire;however,by1882theBritishhad
occupiedEgypt.TheBritishconquestofEgyptwasaimedatcontrollingandsecuringtheSuez
Canal,inordertocollectfundsandpaytheEuropeanfinanciersoftheSuezproject.Egypt
becameofficiallyaBritishprotectorateduringWorldWarI.

In1922,theBritishgrantedEgyptaPseudo(theoretical)independence.Practically,theBritish
continuedcontrollingtheeconomyofEgyptandsignificantly,theSuezCanal.TheEgyptian
monarchyremained solelydependenton theBritish forprotection,and formilitaryand
economicaid.KingFaroukwhosucceededhisfatherFuadin1936ensuredthecontinuityof
thestatusquoofBritishinfluenceintheEgyptianmonarchicalaffairs).

TheleadershipofKingFaroukwascharacterisedbycorruptionandeconomicandsocial
hardshipswitharemarkablegapbetweentherichandthepoor.DuringWorldWarII,King
FaroukallowedtheGermans(ofAxispowers)toestablishtheirmilitarycampofthe(Afrika
corps)intheNorthernport-cityofAlexandria,atatimewhentheBritish(ofAlliedpowers)
wereoperatingamilitarybasefortheireighthbattalionintheCanalZone.Thiswasoneofthe
reasonsthatpromptedtheformationoftheFreeOfficersMovement(orSocietyofFree
Officers)underthearchitectureofayoungmilitaryofficer,AbdelGamalNasserandAnwar
Sadat.SadatjoinedtheGermanAfrikaCorpsbutwascapturedbytheBritish.

GamalAbdelNasserhadtheambitiontooverthrowthemonarchicalsystem andestablishan
ArabRepublicwithoutinfluenceoftheBritish.Thefreearmyofficers’becamestrongerand
committedafterthedefeatofacollectiveArabresistanceagainstthenewlycreatedIsraeli
NationinthePalestiniancrisisof1948-49.ThesurvivingfreearmyofficersofthePalestinian
warblamedKingFaroukforsupplyingthem withinadequateessentialsandinferiorarms.

Thefreearmyofficersupon'returnfrom Palestineestablishedaspecialcommittee(the
revolutionarycommandcouncil)withNasserAbdel,AnwarSadatandMohammadNeguibas
theinfluentialfigures.

Therevolutionarycommandcouncilsightedmanysocio-economic,politicalandreligious
problemsduringthereignofFarouk,whichforcedthem toorganizeacoupde'tat.Thefree
armyofficersset1954astheyearforthecoupbutthelocalintelligencenetworkofking
Faroukacquiredinformationonaplannedmilitarycoupbyasectionofthearmyandarranged
toarrestthecoupplotters.Inordertopre-empttheproposedarrestovertreasoncharges,the



freeofficersstagedtheircouponthenightofJuly22,1952.Thecoupwasbloodlessand
facedafeeble(weakresistance.Thecoupwasnotonlyaimedatoverthrowingapuppet
monarchbutspecificallytodoawaywithBritishdominationthathaddefiledtheEgyptian
Islamicnationformanyyears.

ThecausesoftheEgyptianrevolutionarycoupwerepolitical,socialandeconomicand
includedthefollowing.

ReferenceQuestions'
a) AccountforthedownfalloftheEgyptianmonarchyin1952

b) "The1952Egyptiancoupwasinevitable."Discuss

c) TowhatextentdidKingFaroukcontributetothecollapseoftheEgyptianmonarchy?

d) How farweretheweaknessesoftheEgyptianmonarchyresponsibleforthe1952
coup?

e) Assesstheroleofthesocietyoffreeofficersinthe1952Egyptiancoup

f) ExaminethecontributionofGamalNassertotheoutbreakoftheEgyptianrevolution

g) "PoliticalfactorswereresponsibleforthedownfallofKingFarouk."Discuss

h) "TheBritishcoloniallegacywasprimarilyresponsibleforthe1952coupinEgypt."
Discuss

Politicalfactors:
1. ThecharacterandpersonalityofkingFaroukmadethe1952revolutionarycoupinevitable

Farouk's leadership was fullof despotism and autocracy.Farouk was never a
constitutionalking and his word was absolute.He interfered directlyin leadership
appointments to the senate,and even atthe grassroots.He denied the Egyptians
democraticrightslikefreedom ofexpression.'hecensoredmails(postsandtelegraphs),
he censored the press and banned politicalopposition activities.This increased
oppositionagainstthekingevenwithinthearmy,causingthe1952coup.

2. Thekingwasgenerallyaweakleader.Duetolackofpoliticalcharisma,thekingcouldnot
standtohiswordtoimplementgovernmentpolicies.ForeignersespeciallytheBritishand
Turksweresoinfluentialinhispoliticaldecisions.Hehardlydidanythingtopreventhis
foreigncompatriotsfrom exploitingthemasses.Accordingtothemembersofthefree
officers’movement,thekinglackedmutualrespectforhisauthority.Hisleadershipwas
dogmaand hethoughtthathisthronewasuntouchable.Nasserhenceorganised a
revolutiontooust(overthrow)thepuppetking.

3. ThegovernmentofkingFaroukwascorrupt:apartfrom embezzlinggovernmentfunds,
therewasalotofbriberyeveninthecourtsoflaw.Briberyinmostcasesputthepolitical
situationbeyondimagination.Acquiringajobinthecivilservicewasimpossibleunless
onedugdeepintotheirpockets.Thecourtsoflaw wererunthroughbuyingjustice,as
thoseaccusedcouldnotsurvivewithoutpayingcourtofficialsthroughthebackdoor.This
mademanypeasantstogiveinthelittletheyhadforfearofbeingdetained.Theonly
answertosuchinjusticesaccordingtoNasserwasarevolution.

4. TheEgyptiancolonialhistoryinfluencedthe1952revolution.Egypthadlong-term colonialj
dominationbythePersians,Greeks,TurksandlatertheBritish.Formuchoftheperiod,
EgyptwaspartofthevastTurkishEmpireasamereprovincebeforetheBritishforcefully



occupied herin 1882. Alltheseprocessesofchanging foreign authorityaggrieved
Egyptianswhodespisedthe1922independenceasnotgenuine.Theycondemnedthe
continued exploitation bytheBritish. The1962 militarycoup washenceaimed at
achievingagenuineindependenceinEgypt.

5. ConsequentlythecontinueddominationandprivilegesenjoyedbytheBritishinEgypt
alarmedtherevolutionaries.TheBritishinfluencedpoliticaldecisionsofthegovernment
ofkingFaroukandheldpositionsofinfluenceinthearmy.TheycontrolledtheEgyptian
foreignpolicyandworstofall,theBritishhadashareintheSudanesegovernmentyet
SudanwasmeanttobefullycontrolledbyEgypt.TheBritishexploitedEgyptthrough
encouragingcashcropproductionattheexpenseoffoodcrops.Theyinsteadpromoted
small-scale industries in Egyptas a way ofcreating marketfortheirindustrial
commodities.ThisBritishneo-colonialinfluenceintheEgyptiansocietyinfluencedthe
militarytoeffectacoup.

6. Equallyso,thecontinuedcontroloftheSuezCanalbytheforeignersmadethedownfallof
kingFaroukinevitable.TheSuezCanalprojectwasoneofthemajorsourcesofEgyptian
revenueandbeinginthehandsoftheBritishandtheFrenchledtoincomerepatriation:
Egyptcouldonlygetasmallshareofthecanalrevenues.NationalistslikeNasserdesired
tonationalizetheSuezCanalinordertomakethegovernmentofEgypthavefullcontrolof
theSuezCanalrevenues. Thiswashowever,possibleifkingFaroukwasoutofthe
Egyptianpoliticalscene.

7. ThegrievancesintheEgyptianarmyinfluencedthefreearmyofficerstoorganizea
militarycoupin1952.Thearmyfacedmanyunfavourableconditions:itwasoneofthe
weakestofallsectorsinEgypt.Thearmyofficersexperiencedirregularitiesinmilitaryand
foodsupplies,poorhousingam meagerpay.Thearmywasill-trainedandillequippedwith
inferiorweapons,whichtherevolutionariesclaimedledtotheirdefeatinthePalestinian
war.Therewasalot.offavouritism inthepromotiontothearmyrankswheretheBritish
andthekinghadgreatinfluence.Tomakesabersworse,theBritishenjoyedprivilegesin
theEgyptianarmy.Thisforcedthearmytoturn1̂3againstthegovernmentinorderto
changethesituation.

8. TheweaknessoftheWAFDpartycausedgrievancesamongthemasses.Thepartywas
dominatedbythewealthfamiliesandfailedtorepresentthegrievancesofthemajority
peasants and the smallbourgeoisie (middle class).The party and its government
especiallyunderPrimeMinisterNahasPashafailedtoreducethegapbetweentherich
andthepoor,andcollaboratedwithKingFarouktopromoteBritishinterestsinEgypt.
MembersoftheWAFDpartyenjoyedaluxuriouslife,ownedlargechunksoflandand
enjoyedmanyotherprivileges.Thisannoyedpoorpeasantswhocondemnedtheactivities
ofWAFDmembersandhencesupportedtherevolutionariesagainstkingFaroukandthe
WAFDpartygovernment.

9.TheArab-Israeliconflict(Palestinianwar)of1948-49wasoneoftheimmediatecausesof
theEgyptianrevolution.SincetheproclamationoftheIsraelinationin1948,theArabworld
immediatelywenttowarwiththeZionistnation.TheArabcountrieswerenothappythat
Palestinian land had to be divided to accommodate the Jewsthatwere previously
scatteredallovertheworld.AjointArabforcewasestablishedandledbyEgypttofight
alongside Palestine. However,Israelsupported by USA and Britain defeated and
humiliatedtheArabsin1949.ThefreearmyofficersblamedtheArabdefeatonking
Farouk's governmentthatgave the Egyptian armyinferiorweapons and inadequate
essentials.Oneofficer,ColonelAhmedAbdulAziz,"Thesoldiersshouldrememberthe
realbattleisathome."



10.Theunilateralviolationofthe1936Anglo-Egyptiantreatycausedthe1952coupthat
overthrew King Farouk.The unilateralviolation (rebellion)was an anti-British policy
adoptedbyNahastheprimeministerofEgypt:NahasaimedatforcingtheBritishoutof
theSuezCanalzoneinordertoappeasethemasseswhoconstantlydemandedforthe
withdrawaloftheBritishfrom Egypt.ThisforcefulattemptagainsttheBritishmadethem
toretaliatebyassaultingIsmailiaonJanuary25,1952.TheBritishassaultleftabout49
policeofficersdead,thewatersupplydestroyedandsomesheltersoftheinhabitantsof
thetownwereshattered.ThistragedywasblamedonkingFaroukandNahas’government
andcausedthearmytooverthrowagovernment.

11.WorldWarIIhadahandinthe1952revolution.Duringthecourseofthewar,kingFarouk
blunderedbyallowingtheGermanAfrikacorpstoestablishtheirmilitarybaseinnorthern
EgyptcommandedbyGeneralRommel.Atthesame-time,theBritishhadusedtheirlong
presenceinEgypttoestablishtheirbasefortheireighthbattalionintheSuezCanalzone
makingEgypt,awartheatresincetheBritishbelongedtothealliedforceswhilethe
Germanyledtheaxisalliance.Theendofthewarledtoincreasedspendingandcorruption
byKingFarouk,whichincreasedsufferingofthefellas(peasants).Thepresenceofthe
BritishandtheGermansinEgyptduringWorldWarIIledtotheriseofthesocietyoffree
officerswhoorganisedthecoupofJuly1952.AnwarSadatoneofthefreeofficershad
participatedinthewaronthesideofGermany.

12.TheemergencyofambitiousAbdelGamalNasserwasaturningpointinEgyptatthetime
Nasser'spersonalityandhisambitionsforpowerandreformsmadehim toorganizethe
coupinJuly1952.Heresentedexploitationofpeasants,whichdevelopedhisnationalism
asa19old.Suchanearlyage,heusedtoorganizedemonstrationsagainsttheBritishand
Egyptian monarchy.Heabandoned hisacademicpursuitforlaw to join themilitary
academyin1937.Asteen,hehadsightedthatFarouk'sgovernmentwasineffectiveand
corruptandwonderedwhowouldchangesuchleadership.

a) BorninAlexandriaonJanuary15,1918toanoblefamily,Nasserwasdynamicthatduring
schooltimehealwaysidentifiedhimselfwiththepoorstudentswhoenlightenhim onthe
poorconditionstheyexperienced.

b) In1942,theBritishtroopsroundedupkingFarouk'spalaceandinfluencedFarouiappoint
NahasMustafaPashaasPremier,whichangerednationalistslikeNasserthefollowing
yearin1943,Nasserattainedarankofcaptain.Hestartedmakingsecretpreparationsand
mobilisationstoform thefreeofficers’movementwhichwouldlaterstageacoupto
overthrowkingFarouk.

c) Consequently,the British influenced king Farouk to dismiss Nahas Pasha from
premiership.ThedismissalofNahasannoyedNasserandinfluencedhim tocriticisethe
king,leadingtohisimprisonment.

d) Whileinprison,Nasserwrotearticlesincludingonethroughwhichhewondered,"where
Egyptiannationalism anddestinyoftheEgyptianswerehiding."Oncomingoutofprison
Nasseridentifiedhimselfwiththesufferingmassesinthepeasantry,police,thearmyand
othersectors.Thisenabledhim togainsupportwhenheformedthefreeofmovement
alongsideSadatandNeguib.Thismovementdidmuchtoeffectafundamentalchangein
EgyptinJuly1952.

13.Theformationandtheroleofthefreeofficers’movement.Themovementwasestablished
in1942duringWorldWarIIasasignofdissatisfactionamongsomeoftheEgyptianarmy
officerslikeNasserandSadat.Nasserhadthedesireforafundamentalchange,mobilised
asmallloyalsectioninthearmyandlaiddownstrategiesofoverthrowingkingFarouk.



Laterin1952,thefreeofficersestablishedarevolutionarycounciltooustkingFarouk
whom theyblamedforpoliticalincompetenceandperpetuationofBritishneo-colonialism.
Thefreeofficers’movementstagedcouponthenightofJuly22,1952whichbroughtan
endtomonarchism inEgypt.

14.ThedecliningpositionofEgyptinArabpoliticsmadethedownfallofkingFaroukinevitable.
DuringthereignofkingFarouk,EgyptwasinactiveinArabaffairs.Thecontinuedpresence
oftheBritishintheSuezCanalzoneledEgypttoIpseherpositionofinfluenceinthe
MiddleTheBritishtookchargeoftheregionandpre-determinedtheEgyptianforeign
policyasameanstosafeguardBritishinterestsandtoencourageJewishinfluenceinthe
MiddleEastattheexpenseofEgypt.TheclimaxcamewiththedefeatofacollectiveArab
force(withEgypt)inthe1948-49Palestiniancrisis.KingFaroukwasblamedforproviding
hisarmywithinferiorweaponsandreluctantlysendinghissoldiersthenecessarylogistics
whileinPalestine.

Socialfactors:

15.Thekingpracticednepotism ashefavouredonlyhisrelatives,membersoftheroyalfamily
andfriends.Thefattyandlucrativejobsespeciallyinhisgovernmentwentonlytohis
relativesandmembersoftheWAFD party.Suchnepotism wasalsowitnessedinthe
allocationofpositionofinfluenceinthearmy,'intheearlyJuly,1952premierMustafa
NahasproposedtheappointmentofNeguibastheministerofwaranddefensebutking
Faroukrejectedtheproposal,appointedhisrelativetothepostandwentaheadtodismiss
Nahasfrom thepremiership.Hence,ittookthearmytoorganizeacoupinordertoreverse
thisnepotism.

16.Consequently,therewasprovisionofinadequatesocialservicesduringthereignofking
Farouk.Thefew socialinfrastructuresavailablewerepoorandcouldnotprovidequality
services forbettersocialwelfare ofthe Egyptian society.The available education
institutionswerebasedontheBritisheducationsystem withEnglishasamedium of
teaching.ThehealthcenterswerealsofewconcentratedinurbanareaslikeIsmailia,Cairo
andAlexadria.Themilitarycoupwasthereforeaimedatsolvingthesocio-economic
problemsinEgypt.Itshouldbenotedthatduetopoorhealthservices,theEgyptiansdied
ofcommondiseaseslikeBilharzia,Malaria,andetcetera.

17.Thesocialstratification(classdifferences)inEgyptcausedgrievancesamongthemasses.
Thesocialpyramidwasdominatedbypeasantsandasmallbourgeoisieatthebottom;on
topwasasmallsectionofthemembersoftheroyalfamilywhileinthemiddlewere
foreigners especially the British and the Turks.These socialinequalities were so
pronouncedasmembersoftheroyalfamilyandforeignersdominatedthepoliticalposts
withanupperhandintheeconomicactivities.Theroyalfamilyandforeignersowned
between65%and82%ofthearablelandandenjoyedprivilegessuchastaxexemptions.
ThisinfluencedrevolutionarieslikeNassertostageacoupinordertodestroythesocial
inequalitiesinEgypt.

18.TheemergencyandinfluenceoftheMuslim brotherhoodinEgyptinfluencedtheover
throw ofkingFarouk.TheMuslim brotherhoodemergedby1927undertheinfluenceof
HassanAlBanna(aqualifiedelementaryteacher)whoemphasizedtherevivalofEgyptto
an Islamic theocratic nation.Members ofthe Muslim brotherhood intensified their
activitiesbetween1946and1951especiallycondemningmoraldecadencethatinvolved
womanizingandgamblingincasinoswherekingFaroukwasagreatparticipant.The
brotherhoodprovokedthearrestandmurderofsomemembersincludingAlBannawho
wasassassinatedin1949.TheprinciplesoftheMuslim brotherhoodevenafterthe
assassinationofitsleadersinfluencedtherevolutionariestoorganizeacoupin1952.



19.The appaling social-economic conditions during Farouk’s regime made his downfall
inevitable.Thepeasants(Fellahin)wereexposedtounfairtaxation,forcedlabourand
worstofalltheyexperiencedacuteunemploymentandabjectpoverty.Thekingcoulddo
nothing to rescue the peasants from this untold situation.Consequently,the fellas
continuedsufferingastheroyalfamily,thewafdistsandforeignersenjoyedgoodlife.In
thiscase,nationalistslikeNasseremergedwithsocialistideasaimedatimprovingthe
socio-economicsituationinEgypt.

20.ThereligiousandculturalconflictsinEgyptfavouredtheoverthrow ofkingFarouk.The
existenceoftheBritishwhopromotedwesternculturesandspreadChristianitythreatened
theexistenceofIslam andArabicculturalpractices.Therewereestablishedindustries
thatproducedalcoholandmanyrecreationcenters.AllthesewerecontrarytotheIslamic
andArabicprinciples,whereChristianitycompetedfavourablywiththeIslamicreligion.
Thissocio-culturalsetbackwasblamedonkingFaroukandhencemadehisdownfall
eminent.

21.Thefamineoutbreakincreasedtheanti-FaroukresentmentinEgypt.Followingtheendof
WorldWarII,thefellahinfoundthemselvesinaprjecaridussituationthatdidnotenable
them tosustaintheirfamilieswithfood.Thiswasaresultoflackofenoughcultivableland,
whilethosethathadsmallpiecesoflandsoldthem tolargelandowners.KingFarouk
couldhardlydoanythingtosolvethefoodcrisis,yetthegovernmentpolicyfavouredcash
cropintensivefarmingforexport.

22.KingFaroukignoredthestatusofwomeninEgypt.TheEgyptianwomenwerepolitically
marginalized,hadnopoliticalparticipationnordidtheyenjoyleadershipresponsibilities.
Hardlycould young women acquireeducation and a few who did onlyattain basic
education.ThemostseveretreatmentofwomenbyFarouk'sregimewasthedeath
penaltyonwomenforseximmorality.Itisforthisreasonthatwomensupportedthecoup
againstIcingFarouk.

Economic
23.KingFaroukwasextremelyextravagantandlivedalavishlife.Hespentmuchofthe

moneyfrom theEgyptiantreasuryonsatisfyinghisdesires,whichincludedpornography,
prostitutionandwomanizing.Notonlydidhespendmuchofhistimeinleisure,king
Faroukwasaprominentgamblerandhardlyadaycouldpasswithouthim visitingcasinos.
Itwasmuchofhismannerism thatinfluencedthefreearmyofficerstoorganizeacoupin
1952.

24.Thelow levelsofindustrializationcausedeconomicproblemsthatmadetheEgyptian
revolutioninevitable.TheEgyptianindustrialsectorwaslargelycontrolledbytheBritish
whoinsteadpromotedsmall-scaleindustriesattheexpenseoflarge-scalemanufacturing
industries.TheBritishneverpromotedindustrialproductionasawayofcreatingmarket
fortheirindustrialcommodities.LackofindustrialdevelopmentinEgyptledtoscarcityof
essentialcommodities,causedunemploymentandlowlevelsofdevelopment.

25.ThehighlevelsofinflationcausedthedownfalloftheregimeofKingFarouk.KingFarouk
andtheWAFDgovernmentfailedtosolvetheeconomicinstability,whichwaslargelya
resultofeconomicmismanagement,highcorruptionandforeigncontroloftheEgyptian
economy.Thepricesofessentialgoodswereunstableandrelativelyhighforthepeasants
toafford.TheEgyptiancurrencyalmostlostvalueandwasdominatedbytheBritishpound.
Thisjustifiedtheneedforarevolution.

26.Thepersistentunemploymentlevelsledtothe1952Egyptiancoup.Thepeasantsandthe
middleclasscitizenswereaffectedbytheacuteunemploymentthatgrosslyresultedfrom



thepoorlandtenuresystem,favouritism ofKingFaroukandcontinuedforeigndomination
oftheEgyptianeconomy.Therevolutionariesclaimedthatthecoupwasnotjustaresult
ofpoliticalambitionsbutalsothedesireforsocio-economicreformsthatcouldempower
thegrassrootsEgyptianpopulation.

27.TheexistenceofmonocultureinEgyptinfluencedthedesireforarevolution.Egyptlargely
concentratedongrowingandexportingcottonagainstotheragriculturalopportunities.
Thisrestrictedtheagriculturalactivitiesintheend,whichaffectedthecontrary'srevenues.
Onthecontrary,thegovernmentpolicyemphasisedcashcropproductionattheexpense
offoodproduction.ThisagriculturalpolicyinEgyptwasinfluencedbytheBritishbut
causedsufferingofmasses.

28.Thepoorlandtenuresystem promotedbyFarouk'sgovernmentpreparedfertilegrounds
forhisdownfall.Thekingdictatedthelandpolicywherehedistributedlandtomembersof
theroyalfamilyand theWafd partymembers,who enjoyed alion'ssharewith the
prevailing unfairlandtenuresystem.By1945,thepeasantsfoundthemselvesinabject
povertyduetolackofcultivatableland.By1952,65%ofthearablelandwasownedbyonly
6% ofthelandlordsmainlyfrom theroyalfamily.ThelandlordssubjectedtheFellahin
(peasants)tofeudalism andserfdom.Thisinfluencedthem tosupportthecoupin1952.

CourseoftheEgyptianrevolution
Trevolutionwasinsimpletermsabloodlessrevolutionthatstartedwithacouponthenightof
July22-23,1952.Ontheeveofthecoup,theBritishhadprovokedEgyptiansinDecember
1951whentheybulldozedEgyptianmud-brickhousestopavewayforthenewwaterwayfor
Britisharmyinstallation.

OnJanuary25,1952,theBritishattackedtheEgyptianpolicebarracksinIsmailiaafterthe
policeofficersrefusedtosurrender.Over50Egyptianswerekilledandabout100wounded.

January26,commonlyknownas"blackSaturday,"anEgyptianmobstartedburningCairo,
targeting British installations such as shops,shelters and hotels.This was a planned
disciplinedaction.

SeriousandmoreviolentriotsbrokeoutinCairoandotherprovincialcitiesinJunesupported
bythefreearmyofficers.Theriotswerestilldirectedtoforeigners.Morehouseswereburnt
andpropertylooted.TheseriotsweredestructivetoFarouk'sgovernment.

Amidstsuchconfusion,thefreearmyofficersfeltitconvenienttotakeover.OnJuly22,1952,
abloodlesscoupoccurredwith34-year-oldGamalNasserasthearchitect.

ThefreearmyofficersbegunbytakingalmostallcornersofCairo:FarouktriedtoseekUS
intervention butin vain.Itis believed thatthe revolution was financed byUS central
intelligenceagency(CIA)toatuneof12milliondollars.From thismoney,aCairotowerknown
astheCIAmonumentorRooseveltErectionwasestablishedonZamalekIsland.

Faroukwasforcedtoabdicate(resign)onJuly26,afterthefreearmyofficersoccupiedthe
cityofAlexandriawheretheKingwasonsummerholidayathispalaceofMuntazahand
forcedhim tosignan'actofabdication'beforeboardinghisyacht'Mahroussa'withhisfamily
andheadedtoItaly.

TherevolutionariesenthronedFarouk'ssonFaudIIashissuccessorandwhenEgyptwas
declaredarepublicin1953,GeneralNeguib,chairmanoftherevolutionarycommandcouncil
(RCC)becamepresidentwhileNasserbecamedeputypremierandministerofinternalaffairs
andremainedintheshadowuntil1954.



Followingrevolutionarymisunderstandings,betweenNeguibandNasserinNovember1954,
thelattertookoverbothaspresidentandprimeminister(Executivepresident).Neguibwas
conservativeandbelievedinciviliangovernancewhileNasserbelievedthatthebenefitsofthe
revolutioncouldonlybeissuedthroughradicalmeans,withthearmyholdingamajorposition
intheEgyptianaffairs.

Historyhasitthatearlyon,inOctober;Nassersurvivedanattemptedassassination,whichhe
blamedonNeguib.Heaccusedhim ofconspiracyandinthefollowingmonth,hemanagedto
dismisshim.Hence,NasserbecameundisputedlythechairmanoftheRCCandoverallleader
oftherepublicofEgypt.

FACTORSTHATLEDTOTHESUCCESSOFTHEEGYPTIAN(COUP)REVOLUTION
ReferenceQuestions:
a) Accountforthesuccessofthe1952Egyptiancoup
b)ExaminethefactorsforthesuccessoftheFreeArmyOfficersinoverthrowingofKing

Farouk
1. Tiecarefulplanningbytherevolutionarycommandcouncilenabledthesuccessofthe

Egyptianrevolutionarycoup.Forthreeyears,followingtheirreturnfrom the(1948-49)
Palestinewar,thefreearmyofficerslaiddownaframeworkonhow tooverthrow the
EgyptianmonarchyandridEgyptofBritishmilitarypresence.Littlewonderthatevenafter
theircoup plans ofoverthrowin Farouk in 1954 were intercepted orexposed,the
revolutionarieswerequicktochangetheirplanandinsteadplottedasuccessfulcoupin
July1952.

2. TherevolutionarycharacterofNasserenabledthesuccessofthefreearmyofficers
againsttheEgyptianmonarchy.Nasser,at34years,wastheyoungestofthemembersof
therevolutionarycommandcouncil.AheroofthePalestinianwar,Nasserwasdeeply
opposedtotheincompetentandcorruptionofFarouk'sgovernmentwhom heblamedfor
thePalestiniandefeat.Nasserwasitacticalandpatientofficer,secretivebynatureand
drivenbyfiercepersonalambitions.Nasserwasthebrainbehindtheformationofthefree
officer'smovement(SocietyofFreeofficers)andhistheoryandorganisationbrought
victorytotherevolutionaries.ItwasNasserthatledtheattackonthearmyheadquarters
whereFarouk'sarmygeneralswereconfinedinameeting.

3. ThecontributionoftheFreeArmyOfficers(SocietyofFreeOfficers)blessedthe1952
Egyptiancoup.Comprisingnotmorethan100meninall,thefreearmyofficerswere
organisedintocellsoffour(4)orfive(5)membersunknowntoeachother.Thesecarried
outundergroundoperations.Thefreearmyofficersannouncedtheirexistence,mobilised
popularityanddenouncedFarouk’sregimethroughleaflets.Thesocietyofofficersclearly
speltouttheaimsoftherevolution i.e.to win Egypt'sindependence;liquidation of
feudalism.'formationofapowerfulpopulararmyneedtoestablishsocialequalityanda
healthydomesticlife.Thefreearmyofficerslaunchedsuccessfulexpeditions(attacks)on
theradiostation,telegraphoffices,policeposts,armyandgovernmentheadquarters
beforethecoupwasdeclaredontheJuly23,1952.

4. The appointmentofGeneralNeguib Mohammed as chairman ofthe revolutionary
commandcouncil(RCC)addedvalueandimportancetothecoup,henceitssuccess.
GeneralNeguib was a distinguished 54-year-old hero ofthe Palestinian warwhose
reputablefigureinboththearmyandnationatlargewasusedbythefreearmyofficersto



attractrespectandsupportforthecoup.Theannouncementofthearmyseizure(take
over)ofpowerwasmadebyGeneralNeguibinaradiobroadcastat7am onthemorning
ofJuly23,1952.

5. TheweaknessoftheEgyptianmonarchorweakcharacterofKingFaroukenabledthe
successofthe1952coup.InJuly1952,whileenjoyinghishabitualgamblingsessionsin
Alexandria,KingFaroukreceivedanurgentcallfrom PrimeMinisterHusseinSirrywarning
him ofaplannedcoupbyasmallgroupofdissident(rebellious)officersinthearmy.
Faroukonlyreferredtothecoupplotters,Nasserandhisfriendsas'Abunchofpimps'and
didnottakethematterserious/sucharrogantandweaknatureofthemonarch(king)
couldnotsafeguardFarouk'sgovernmentevenaftertheinformationonaplannedcoup
leaked.

6. TheabsenceofkingFaroukfrom Cairobecameagreatopportunitytothefreearmy
officers.Inordertoescapetheheatandhubbub(noise)ofCairo,Faroukhadcampedwith
hisfamilyandhouseholdstaffattheluxuriousMuntazahpalaceonthebeachfrontat
Alexandria.ThekinghadplannedtospendtheentiresummerinAlexandria,whichwas
about125milesfarawayfrom Cairo.FaroukleftCairoamidstmassriots,assassinations
andpoliticalviolencebytheMuskrbrotherhoodandanangrycitymob.Thisenabledthe
leadership ofthefreearmyofficersto tab advantageofthesituation in Cairo and
overthrowtheEgyptianmonarchy.

7. ThecoupoccurredatatimewhenKingFaroukandtheEgyptianmonarchywereunpopular
Faroukwasarrogant,extravagantandspentlavishlyfrom theEgyptiantreasury.Hewas
thelargestlandholderinEgypt,hadfourluxuriouspalaces,aridownedtwoyachts,thirteen
privatejets,afleetoftwohundredcarsandahugecollectionofpornographicmaterials.A
prominentgabblerandwomaniser,Faroukenjoyedaprettyexpensivelifeattheexpense
ofthesufferingandlandlessfellahs.HewastheenvyofallEgyptiansandthereforehad
nosympathyfrom massesthatwouldhavesavedhisthrone.TheunpopularityonKing
Faroukhenceledtothesuccessofhisowndownfall.

8. Theattackandcaptureofthearmyheadquartersmadethesuccessofthecoupinevitable.
OnlearningofameetingheldbyFarouk'sarmygeneralsatthearmyheadquarters,the
societyfreeofficersdecidedtoattackthebuildingwhilethegeneralswereinside.The
generalshadassembledtoprepareaplanofactionagainstapotentialcoupbythefree
armyofficers.Nassardescribed theexpedition (attack)on thearmybuilding asan
opportunitythatsavedtherevolutionariestimeandtroubleastheytookFarouk'sgenerals
altogether,thanhuntingthem from theirhomesonebyone.Theattackonthearmy
headquartersandroundingupofFarouk'sgeneralwasthereforeaheavyblow tothe
Egyptianmonarchy.

9. TheexistenceofafeebleandweakroyalguardenabledthecollapseoftheEgyptian
monarchyhencethesuccessofthe1952coup.Withingovernment,Faroukhadcreated
insecurityduetopersistentreshuffleofPrimeMinistersandthecabinets.Actuallyonthe
morningafterreceivingtelephonecallwarninghim ofaplannedcoupd’état,Farouk



immediatelyappointedanewPrimeMinisterandinstalledhisbrotherinlawasministerof
wartoroundupthemilitaryconspirators(coupplotters)-butthiswastoolatetoprevent
hisoverthrow.EvenduringtheattackonhispalaceatMuntazah,hissecuritywastoo
weaktopreventthecaptureofFarouk.

10.IsolationoftheEgyptianarmygeneralsfrom therevolutionarypreparationskeptthecoup
planssecretformostofthetimehencecontributingtoitssuccess.Thefreearmyofficers
usuallymetatnightinwhathadbeenFarouk'syachthouseonanislandintheNilehence
keeping theiridentitieshidden.Therevolutionarycommand councildid notrealany
detailedplantoallmembersofthesocietyoffreeofficers.Communicationtothemasses
andwithinthemovementwasthroughaseriesofundergroundleaflets(circulars).This
kepttheentireEgyptianarmyrommandignorantofanyrevolutionaryplans.

11.Theseizure(capture)ofcommunicationcentresandpolicepostsensuredthesuccessof
therevolutionaries.BytheearlyhoursofJuly23,1952,thefreearmyofficershadtaken
controloftheradiostation,telegraphoffices,policepostsandgovernmentbuildings.The
captureofthepolicepostshelpedthefreearmyofficerstoprevent(deter)apossible
counter-revolution,whilethecaptureoftheradiostationandtelegraphofficesensuredthe
spreadofrevolutionarypropaganda.Neguib,theappointedchairmanoftherevolutionary
commandcouncil(RCC)usedthecapturedradiostation(RadioCairo)toannouncethe
armyseizureofpower.

12.TheeliminationoftheBritishenabledthefreearmyofficerstotakeovergovernment
control.Therevolutionarycommandcouncildeployedanarmoured(equippedmilitary)
convoytoblockthehighwayfrom theSuezCanalzonesoastopreventBritishtroops
from interveningonbehalfD£Farouk'sgovernment.TheSuezCanalzonewasaBritish
militarybasewithabout80,000soldiers.TheblockadeontheSuezhighwayandthe
cuttingofcommunicationlinesbetweentheSuezcityandCairoenabledthecoupplotters
toexecute(carryout)theircoupplanwithnostrongresistancefrom the(British)alliesof
theEgyptianmonarchy.

13.The common grievancesin the Egyptian societyatthe time the militarycoup was
organised,inspiredthesuccessofthesocietyoffreeofficers.Themajorityofthefellahs
had been affected byabjectpoverty,lackofcultivatableland,unemployment,acute
inflationandweremostlytiredoftheimmoral,corruptanddespoticnatureofFarouk's
governmentandthecontinuedpresenceoftheBritishinEgypt.Thenewsofthe1952July
coupwasgreetedwithamasswelcomeandpopularsupport.

14.Theabdication(resignation)ofFaroukdealtafinalblow totheEgyptianmonarchyand
broughttoanendthe140-year-oldTurkishdynastyandtheendtoforeignruleinEgypt
sincethePersianinvasion.Farouk'sabdicationfollowedadiscussionwithintheRCCon
whethertoeliminateFaroukthroughexecutionortoexilehim.NeguibandNasserchose
tosparehislifebutsendhim toexile.HencethefreearmyofficerssurroundedFarouk's
palaceofMuntazahandmadehim tosignan'actofabdication'onJuly26,1952before
boardinghisyachtknownas"Mahroussa"withhisfamily,andheadedtoItaly.



15.ThecoupagainstkingFaroukwasfinancedbytheUScentralintelligenceagency(CIA).
Therevolutionarycommandcouncilofthesocietyoffreeofficersreceivedafinancial
grantfrom theCIAtoatuneof12milliondollarstoenableeffectiveorganisationand
planning.FarouktriedtoseekUSinterventionbutitwastoolateforhisgovernmenttobe
savedastheAmericanshadalreadyconspiredwiththecoupplotters.

EFFECTSOFTHEEGYPTIANCOUPOF1952(ACHIEVEMENTSOFTHEREVOLUTION)
Note:
TheimpactoftheEgyptianrevolution(coup)isattributedtoNasser;thereforewithoutNasser
therevolutioncouldnothaveachievedtremendously.Manyofthescoresoftherevolution
wereduringthereignofNasserasthechairmanoftheRCCandheadoftherevolutionary
government.Theaftermathofthe1952Egyptiancoup,largelyexplainthecareerandsuccess
ofAbdelGamalNasserupto1970.

The Egyptian revolution had both achievements and weaknesses.Itwas therefore a
combinationoftriumphanddisaster:

ReferenceQuestions:
a) Assesstheimpactofthe1952revolutiononEgypt
b) Towhatextentdidthe1952coupaffecttheEgyptians?
c) Examinetheachievementsofthe1952Egyptianrevolution
d)HowsuccessfulwastherevolutionarygovernmentofNasser(1954-70)?
e) OfwhatimportancewasGamalNassertotheEgyptiansociety?
f) HowfarwasthemilitaryregimeofNassersuccessfulinEgypt?

Politicalreforms
1. PoliticalleadershipinEgyptianwasreformed.AftertheabdicationofkingFarouk,kingship

inEgyptdeclined.A republicanform ofgovernmentwasestablishedin1953witha
republicanconstitutionandNaguibasthefirstpresident.

2. Consequently,amoderaterepublicanconstitutionwasestablishedin1953basedonthe
interestsofthemasses.Thisconstitutionwhichwasreformedin195Bwasaimedat
enhancingtheimplementationofthesocio-economicandpoliticalrevolutionaryreforms;
theconstitutionprovidedforaNationalAssemblytobeelectedeveryafter5years.

3. Inthesamecase,themasseswereenfranchised(giventherighttovote)todetermine
leadershipatthegrassroots.Thiswaspartofthepoliticalrights,whichthemasses
cravedforbutweremissingduringFarouk'sregime.

4. Egyptacquiredagenuineindependence.Thisfollowedthecompleteeliminationofthe
Britishinfluencefrom theEgyptianpolicymakingandtheirfinalwithdrawalfrom theSuez
Canalzone afterNassernationalized the Canalin 1955.Therefore the Egyptian
independencegrantedtothem bytheBritishin1922becamemeaningful.

5. TherevolutionledtotheriseofradicalNassertothetopofEgyptianpolitics.Thisfollowed
arevolutionarymisunderstandingbetweenNasserandNaguibwhichwasfollowedby
Nasserdismissing Naguib in 1954.Consequently,Nasserbecame the head ofthe
revolutionarycouncilandtheexecutivepresidentofEgypt.

6. UnlikeFarouk,thefreearmyofficersrestoredEgyptianinfluencetotheepitomeofArab
politics.NassertheEgyptianleaderstooduptoopposetheArableaningtotheWest
(capitalistWorld)throughadoptingthepro-BritishBaghdadpactof1955whichtheBritish
wantedtouseagainsttheSovietinterestsintheMiddleEast.



7. Therevolutionariesestablishedindependentgovernmentarms,apoliticalachievement
whichhadfailedthemonarchicalgovernmentofFarouk.Forinstance,theparliamentand
judiciarywereleftindependentfrom theexecutiveinterference.

8. Therevolutionarygovernmentcarriedoutmilitaryreforms.Thiswasthroughsecuringa
militarydealfrom theSovietUniontotrainandrealtiestheEgyptiannationalarmy.Asa
consequence,thearmywasstrengthenedandprofessionalised.

Economicreforms

9. Agrarian(land)reformswereinstitutedwhichgavepeasants(fellahin)landownership
rights.ForstancethemilitarygovernmentpassedadecreeinSeptember1952wherethe
governmentconfiscatedalmost185,000acresoflandandredistributedthem tothe
Fellahs.ThisalsoledtotheabolitionofFeudalism andSerfdom.

10.Thefreeofficersgovernmentexpanded thevolumeofcultivatableland.Thiswasby
reclaimingover1,038,000acresofdesertlandbyuseofvibrationsystem (Gezirascheme).
Thisincreasedagriculturalproductivityandsolvedtheproblem offoodscarcity.

11.ConsequentlymonocultureinEgyptwassolved.throughdiversificationofagriculture.The
governmentintroducedsugarbitesandcoffeetoad1 oncottonwhichhadbeentheonly
cash crop. Food production was boosted by rice and wheatgrowing.This was
implementedthrougha5-yeardevelopmentplanofI960"1965.

12.Ahydroelectricpowerdam wasconstructedie.theAswanhighdam wasconstructedto
provide abundanthydroelectric power.This would expand Egyptian manufacturing
industryandfordomesticusee.g.by1970powergenerationhadincreasedby12fold
(12times).

13.The revolutionary governmentembarked on rapid industrialization.By mid 1960s,
industries producing steel,iron,cement,fertilizers and petroleum products were
established.Egyptcouldthenmanufactureherownrefrigerators,bicycles,televisionsets,
medicinesetcetera,fordomesticconsumptionandexport.

14.Influencedbysocialism,Nasseradoptedanationalizationpolicywhereallthemajor
meansofproductionlikeindustries,mines,transportandcommercialventuresuchas
banks,wereputunderstatecontrol.Thisboostedeconomicgrowthwithgovernment
ensuringeffectiveeconomicdecision-makingandpolicyimplementation.

15.EquallysotherevolutionariessecuredtheSuezCanalfrom BritishandFrenchcontrol.
Renovationsweremadetoensurethatby1964therevenuesfrom theCanalofabout77
millionEgyptianpoundscontributedover19% ofthenationalrevenues.Thisboosted
Egyptiansocio-economicdevelopment.

16.TaxreformswereinstitutedbythemilitarygovernmentofAbdelNasser.Aprogressive
taxationsystem wasadoptedandimplementedtoreplacetheregressive(unrealistic)
taxesimposedbytheoldregimeofkingFaroukwherethewealthenjoyedtaxexemptions.
Thenewtaxationpolicywasaimedateconomicequityandrelievingthepeasantsofthe
taxburden.

17.Consequently,Nasser'sgovernmenttriedtominimisethegapbetweentherichandthe
poor.Propertyofthewealthespeciallymembersoftheformerroyalfamily,formerWAFD-
governmentmembersaswellasforeigners,wasconfiscatedandnationalised.However,



privateownershiponsmallscalewasallowed.Thegovernmentregulatedtheannual
incomesperindividualat5,000Egyptianpoundsasameansofminimisingcorruptionand
embezzlement.

18.Thegovernmentestablishedstateco-operativesto facilitateeconomicallychallenged
peasants.Throughthesefarmers'co-operatives,therevolutionarygovernmentadvanced
farm implementslikefertilizers,improved,seeds,agriculturalmachineryandsimpleloans.
The co-operatives helped peasants in services like pestcontrol,irrigation,storage,
marketingandtransport.

Socialreforms
19.EducationreformswerecarriedouttoeradicateignoranceandilliteracyinEgypt.The

militarygovernment"Egyptianised"theEducation system to entirelyeliminateBritish
influencefrom theEgyptianeducationsystem.Allprivateschoolswerenationalised,and
new onesestablished,thegovernmentincreasedexpenditureoneducationfrom one
millionBritishPoundto20millionpounds.Enrollmentinschoolsincreasedfrom 1.9
millionin1952to3.5millionby1961andthiswasattributedtothefreecompulsory
universalprimaryeducation(UPE);highereducationwasconsideredtoo.

20.Thestatusofwomenwasimprovedinthesocio-economicandpoliticalarenas.Many
morefemalestudentswereenrolledinschoolsandinstitutionsofhigherlearningsuch
thatby1962,26%oftheuniversitystudentswerefemale.Manywomenwereemployedin
thecivilserviceandintheindustrialsector.Nasser'sgovernmentappointedthefirst
womanministerin1962andby1964,theparliamenthadeightfemalemembers.

21.Health reformswerealso instituted byNasser'smilitarygovernment.MoreEgyptian
medicalstaffwastrainedsuchthatby1960thenumberofdoctorsinEgypthaddoubled
about10,000.Healthycentresweresetupinruralareas.Duetothesemodernhealth
reforms,severecasesofmalnutrition,bilharzia,malaria,dysenteryandeyediseases
greatlydeclined.

22.Nasser'srevolutionarygovernmentencouragedculturalreforms.Effortsweremadeto
eliminatewesterninfluenceinEgyptbyenactinglawsthatabolishedallimmoralpractices
likegambling,alcoholism and prostitution.Theschoolsyllabiwerealso madeArab
orientedwithfew coursesinEnglishandFrench.Islam wasre-establishedasastate
religion,toreduceofChristianinfluenceinEgypt.Arabicdramaandsongsintheatres
becamethemajorsourceofentertainment.

23.Ahousingschemewasestablishedforlowincomeearnersinthemajorurbancentreslike
Cairo,IsmailiaandAlexandria.Thiswaspartofthereliefprogram forthefellahininstituted
bytherevolutionarygovernmentofNasser.Workersandpeasantsearningabout300
Egyptianpoundsannuallybenefitedmorefrom thishousingprogram.

24.Attemptsweremadetoeliminatesocialinequalitiesfrom theEgyptiansociety.Thisledto
socialharmonisationwhichhadbeenlackingintheoldregime.Thegovernmentmoveto
amendthelandownershippolicyandensurethattheemploymentprocedurewasbased
onmeritocracy,wasalltoensuresocialequality.Theroyalfamilyandallothersocial
classificationsandtherelatedprivilegeswereoutlawed.

25.Workingconditionsbothinprivateandstatedepartmentsweregenerallyimproved.Job
securitywasenhancedbytherevolutionarygovernmentthroughanew economicpolicy
thatgaveworkersaquartersharesinthecompanytheyworkedfor.Theactivitiesoftrade
unionsor(workers'associations)wereencouragedtosuperviseemploymentreformslike
reducingofworkinghourstoabout48hoursaweek.



Thenegativeimpactofthecoup(weaknessesoftheEgyptianrevolution)
ShortcomingsofNasser)
1. NasserinfluencedtherevolutionariestobanactivitiesofpoliticalpartiesliketheWafd

partyaswellasliberalassociationsliketheLiberalConstitutionalistOrganisation.The
Arab SocialistParty formed by Nasserwas the only party leftin operation.The
governmentpolicyofbanningpoliticalpartieswasintendedtoeliminatepossiblepolitical
opposition.

2. Theonepartysystem initiatedin1961byNasserthroughhisArabSocialistPartymade
him adictator.From thenon,Egyptbecameaoneman'scountryasallpoliticaldecisions
weremadebyNasserwithoutconsultationsfrom othermembersoftherevolutionary
commandcounciloreventheparliament.Nasser'sdictatorshipreplacedthearistocratic
despotism oftheoldmonarchicalregime.Thisunderminedtherevolution

3. Consequently,therevolutionarygovernmentofNasserinitiated politicalsuppression.
OppositionpoliticiansespeciallymembersofthedefunctWafdparty,theex-monarchical
conservativesandliberalpoliticianswereonmanyoccasionsimprisonedoncasesof
politicalsabotage.

4. TherevolutionarygovernmentfrustrateddemocraticgovernanceinEgypt.From theperiod
whenNassertookoverastheEgyptianleader,therewerenogenuineelectionsheldinthe
country.TheoppositionleaderswerescaredofstandingagainstNasser.Thistherefore
kepthim inpowerundisputedlyuntilhisdeathin1970.

5. Nasserunderminedtheprinciplesofnon-alignmentorpositiveneutralitywhenhedecided
toestablishdiplomaticrelationswiththecommunistSovietUnion.Nassercouldhave
intendedto-56hisrelationswiththeUSSRtodestroytheBaghdadPactcreatedbyBritain,
butthisendedupdrawingEgypttowardsthecommunistinfluence.ItalsomadeEgyptto
activelyinvolveinthesuperpowerpolitics,contrarytothedemandsoftheNon-aligned
movement.

6. There was massive military expenditure which drained governmenttreasury.Other
departments like education and health though essential,were notgiven as much
considerationasthearmy.ThegovernmentofNasserallocatedalotofstateresourcesto
thearmytoenabletherecruitmentofmanysoldiersaswellasprocurementoflarge
quantitiesofmilitaryhardware.

7. InJanuary1953,undertheinfluenceofNasserastheministerofinternalaffairs,the
Muslim brotherhoodwasbannedbytherevolutionarygovernment.Thiscouldhavebeena
steptoreducetheinfluenceofthebrotherhoodinEgyptianpolitics;butthemoveonly
pavedwayfortheriseofIslamicfundamentalism whichoveremphasisedIslamicpurity.
Islamic fundamentalism caused terrorism and politicalinstability including political
assassinationslikethemurderofAnwarSadat(in1983)thesuccessorofNasser.

8. TherevolutionariesfailedtomaintaintheUnitedArabRepublic(UAR),whichcollapsedin
1961,onlyafterthreeyearsintoitsformation.TheUARwasafederationofEgyptand
Syria.Nasser'spoliticalambitionsintheMiddleEastcausedEgyptiandominationinthe
UAR attheexpenseofSyria.Thisled to Syrian complaintscausing herto secede
(breakaway)from thisArabfederation.

9. Even though Nasseropposed foreign domination in Africa and the Middle East,he
howeverembarked on spreading Egyptian imperialism.In the Middle East,Nasser
supportedtheYemencivilwarof1962-67,andalsoalliedwiththerightwingpartyof
LebanonagainsttheLebanongovernment.Thiscausedcivilunrestsintheregion.



10.NasserestablishedCairoasaliberalcityforbothAfricansandArabs.TheArabcityof
Cairothisbecamea"nocity"duetotheincreasednumberofpeoplepoweringinwithout
restriction. CrimeandimmoralityinCairowasalsoblamedonamultipleofpeople
flockingthecity.

11.TheEgyptianeconomygraduallybecamesuffocatedduetohighlevelsofbureaucracy.
Therewasinefficiencyandcorruptionintherevolutionarygovernmentasaresultofthe
slow paceindecisionmakingcausedbysuchbureaucracy.Thismeansthatfinancial
wastage and the high"levels ofembezzlementwhich were common during the
monarchicaldayswerenotcompletelyerased.

12.TheaggressiveforeignpolicyofNassercausedEgyptianconflictwithIsrael.Hisnegative
attitudetowardstheexistenceoftheIsraelistateworsenedthepoliticsoftheMiddleEast.
In1956.NasserclosedtheGulfofAquabaandthisbecamethesparklingfactorinthe
outbreakoftheSuezCanalconflict.MuchastheSuezCanalwarenabledEgypttoclaim
fullcontroloftheCanal,itwasatthesametimeverydestructiveontheEgyptianside.

13.Theindustrializationpolicyadoptedbytherevolutionarygovernmentdidnotyieldthe
requiredeffects.Theindustrialsectorproducedbelow capacitytotheextentthatthe
industrialproductstosustaintherapidgrowingpopulationaswellasinternationalmarket.

14.Consequently,Egyptfailedtopenetratetheexternalmarketyetshecontinuedtoheavily
importsitemslikefoodstuffs.Thebalanceoftradegapbecameveryunfavourable,thus
worseningEgypt’sbalanceofpaymentgap.Thecountry'sexpenditureduringNasser's
regimewasmoreonimportsyettheexportsbroughtfewerincomes.

15.ThegovernmentofNasserfailedtofullyexploitanddeveloptheminingindustry.Oiland
coaldepositsintheSinaidesertprovincewerenotexploitedtotherequiredlevel.This
limitedthegovernment'ssourceofrevenue,forcinghertorelyofhugeexternalloans.

16.Bylate1950 and early1960's,thegovernmentofNasserembarked on heavyloan
acquisition.Nasseracquiredloansfrom Americatohelpinsupplementingfoodsupply.
Howeverfinancingthisdebtwasveryhardwithhighinterestchargesof4%.Thisexternal
borrowingworsenedEgypt'sdebtburden.

17.ThegovernmentofNasserwasfacedwiththecaseofrapidpopulationgrowthatarateof
3% perannum.Thegovernmentadoptedthepolicyoffamilyplanningbutithadlittle
impactduetothetraditionalistMuslim viewthatchildrenaregiftsfrom Allah.Thefailure
ofthegovernment'spopulationcontrolpolicyaffectedstateexpenditureinsustainingthe
Egyptianneeds.

18.Thelandpolicydidnotbenefitmajorityofthemasses.Manyofthefellasremained
landless.By1970,only17%ofthecultivatablelandhadbeenre-distributedwithonly8%
(250,000)peasantfamiliesasbeneficiaries.

19.Theincomegapbetweentherichandthepoorwasonlycontrolledintheshort-run,but
later,itdeeplywidened.Thistimeitwerethesupportersoftherevolutionarygovernment
andmembersoftheArabSocialistPartythatbecamewealthierthanmajorityEgyptians.
TheydominatedtheEgyptianeconomyandallinfluentialpositionsingovernment.They
werealsothebeneficiariesofthenew land(agrarian)ownershippolicy.Thefailureof
Nasser'sgovernmenttocontroltheeverincreasinggrossunemploymentinthecountry
madetheincomegapevenworse.

20.Theeducationreformsintroducedlaterbecameineffective.Thecompulsoryuniversal
primaryeducationimplementedbytherevolutionarygovernmentenrolledpupilsby3folds



(3times).Thenumberofchildrenjoiningschoolwasoverwhelmingforcingthegovernment
tonationaliseprivateschoolsduetoscarcityofeducationfacilities.Thegovernment
nationalisationpolicyhoweverfailedtosolvethecongestioninschools,becauseEgyptat
thesametimehadshortageofteachingstaff.Thisaffectedtheanti-illiteracycampaigns.

21.Theemergenceofhighinflationaryrateintherevolutionaryperiodaffectedeconomic
growthinEgypt.Thishighinflationwasduegovernmentfailuretoensureadequatesupply
ofessentialcommoditiesespeciallyfoodstuffs.Instead,the governmentresorted to
massiveimportationfoodstuffssuchaswheatandmeatfrom USA.Thescarcityof
essentialcommoditiesstrainedgovernmentexpendituretotheextentofconvertinga
percentageofthegoldreserve.

22.ThegovernmentofNassergenerallydidlittletoovercometheenormousunemployment
problem inEgypt.Thiswasduetotheincreasingpopulationof3% perannum.About
1,000,000peoplewereborninEgypteveryyear.Thehighpopulationgrowthratehardly
matchedtheineffectivelandandindustrialisationpoliciesinthecountry.

23.RevolutionaryEgyptfailedinherendeavourstoliberatePalestinefrom Israeliimperialism.
ThisledtoPalestinianlossoffaithinEgyptespeciallyafterIsraelannexedtheJordan
Westbank,theSyrianGolanHeights,theEgyptianSinaiprovinceandtheEastbankofthe
SuezCanal.ThislossofterritorieswassufferedbytheAraballiedforcesinasix-daywar
ledbyNasseragainstIsraelin1967.

24.Consequently,aftertheEgyptianlossoftheEastbankoftheSuezCanaltoIsraelin1967,
IsraelwentaheadtoclosetheCanalforalmostadecade.TheresultwastheEgyptianloss
ofannualrevenuesofabout19%oftheEgyptianannualbudget.

NASSER'SFOREIGNPOLICY
Nasser'sforeignpolicywasaimedatassertingthepositionofEgyptiandominationinAfrica,
theMiddleEastandtheinternationalscene.

InAfrica,NassergotinvolvedinAfricanstruggleforself-ruleandunity,whileintheMiddle
East,therevolutionaryleaderaimedatrestoringthepositionofEgyptatthetopoftheaffairs
oftheArabWorld.

NasserascendedtotheEgyptianthroneinNovember1954afterremovingNaguibfrom the
leadershipoftheRCC.MohammadNeguibsupportedtheideaofeliminatingthearmyfrom
thepoliticsofEgypt,andtherestorationofpoliticalpartydemocracy.Upontakingover
leadershipofthecommandcouncil,NasserimmediatelydoubledasPresidentandminister
forinternalaffairs.

Inall,Nasser'sforeignpolicywouldembarkonputtingEgyptatthecentreoftheArabWorld
andAfrica,

ReferenceQuestions:
a) DescribethenatureofNasser'sforeignpolicybetween1954and1970.
b) DiscussthefeaturesoftheforeignpolicyofNasser
c) HowsuccessfulwasNasser'sforeignpolicyby1970?

1.InfluencedbytheEgyptiangeographicallocation(atthecentre)oftheArabworld,Nasser
embarkedonapanArabistpolicywitnessedbyincreasingonthebudgetoftheArableague.
ThisconsolidatedEgyptasthelargestcontributortothebudgetoftheArableague.Inthe
end,thisactionbyNasserreducedtheeconomicinfluenceofIraqandSaudiArabiainthe
MiddleEast.



2.NasseropposedtheexistenceoftheIsraelistateintheMiddleEast.Heembarkedon
militaryreformsbyincreasingrecruitmentintotheEgyptianarmyandacquiringalotof
sophisticatedarmsandammunitionsespeciallyfrom theSovietUnion.Consequently,he
deployed more soldiers in the Palestinian-Israeliwar.This made Egyptthe largest
contributorofArabtroopsfightingagainstthenewstateofIsraeli.

3.Asarevolutionaryleader,NasseropposedtheBaghdadpactof1955.TheBaghdadpact
wasananti-SovietpolicyinitiatedbyBritainandtheIslamicstatesofTurkey,Iraq,Iranand
Pakistan.AccordingtoNasser,thisBaghdadagreementsignedinIraqwouldincrease
Western domination and neo-colonialism in theMiddleEastthan fighting communist
influenceintheregion.

4.Nasser'sgovernmentwassympathetictocommunism (socialism).ThiscameafterNasser
adoptedandimplementedsocialistpoliciesinEgypt.Nasserwentaheadtoconcretise
relationsbetweenEgyptandtheSovietUnion.Theresultofthissovietconnectionwasthe
armsdealwheretheUSSEre-enforcedthemilitarysectorofEgypt.LatertheRussian
governmentpledged economic aid to Nasserto enable him constructthe Aswan
Engineeringproject.

5.ThegovernmentofNasserrecognisedtheChinesecommunistgovernmentatPekingas
thetrueregimeofChinainsteadofthepro-westnationalistgovernmentlocatedinTaiwan.
ThisattitudeofNasserworsenedrelationsbetweenEgyptandtheWesternpowersof
BritainandFrance.

6.Nasser'santi-imperialistattitudeinfluencedhim toexpeltheBritishandtheFrenchfrom
theSuezCanalregion.ThiswasthroughnationalisingtheSuezCanalpredominantlyowned
andcontrolledbyaforeigncompanydominatedbytheFrenchandtheBritish.Thisannoyed
Franceand Britainwho enjoyed greateconomicbenefitsfrom theCanal.Intheend
relationsbetweenNasserandthetwopowersworsened.

7.NasserorganisedtheFedayeencommandos,aterroristgroupofPalestinianrefugeesand
somefew EgyptiansintheGazastrip.NasseraidedtheFedayeengroupto conduct
terroristraidsontheIsraelistate.ThisgesturebyNasserwasaimedatexpressingEgyptian
supporttoPalestineagainstIsrael.Israelwouldlaterrespondbyorganisingattacksonthe
EgyptianSinaiPeninsulatocausepoliticalunrestsanddestabiliseNasser'sgovernment.

8.ThedesirebyNassertoconfirm PanArabism influencedhim toengageSyriaintothe
creationoftheUnitedArabRepublicinFebruary1958.Nasserhowever,failedtosustainthe
UnitedArabRepublic(UAR)whichlasteduntil1961whenSyriasecededinprotestof
Egyptiandominationinthepoliticalandeconomicaffairsofthefederation.

9.In1955,NasserrepresentedEgyptattheBandungConferenceinIndonesiawhichlater
madeEgyptafoundermemberoftheNonAlignedMovement(NAM)launchedinBelgrade
in1961.Hewentaheadtoplayanimportantroleindevelopingtheconceptof"positive
neutrality"asathirdblocopposedtothesuperpowerpolitics,westerncolonialism andneo-
colonialism influenceintheArabworldandAfrica

10.Inthelate1950's,NasserengagedineconomicrelationswiththeUSA.Theresultwas
EgyptianacquisitionofAmericanloanstobuysurplusAmericanwheat,riceandmeatto
supplementfood provisionsto theEgyptians.In theearly1960'sNasserengaged in
financialnegotiationswiththeUS-governmenttoacquiredebtfinancingoftheaccumulated
loansacquiredbyEgypt

11.NasserengagedintheYemenCivilWar(1962-67)throughgivingmilitarysupporttothe
YemenRepublicansagainstImam'sgovernment.Thisdidnotonlycutoffrelationsbetween



EgyptandYemenbutalsoweakenedco-operationwithSaudiArabiathatsupportedImam's
government.

12.InabidtoliberatePalestinefrom Israeliimperialism,NasserengagedIsraelina6-daywar
in1967.Thewarhowever,hadanadverseeffectwhichmadePalestinetolosefaithinthe
Egyptianliberationmission.Israelconsequently,occupiedtheWestbankofJordan,the
GolanHeights,theSuezEastbankandtheSinaiprovince,causingterritoriallosstothe
Araballiesinvolvedinwar.

13.Nasser'sgovernmentreformedreligiouslearninginrelationtoestablishingfacultiesof
practicalsciencesatAl-AzharUniversity.Thefacultiesincludedafacultyofscience,of
engineeringandofmedicine.ThisuniversityexpansionpromotedAl-Azharasanoasisof
graduateeducationfortheIslamicworld.ManyMuslim studentswerenow senttoEgypt
thanEurope.

14.NasserplayedamajorroleinelevatingthepositionofEgyptinAfrica.HecommittedEgypt
tomoralandfinancialsupportoftheAfricanliberationmovementinthe1950'sand1960's.
ThismovebyNasserwasaimedatjustifyingEgyptiansupporttopanAfricanism asmuch
astopanArabism.EgyptiannotableassistancewastotheMau-MauinKenyaandtheFLN
inAlgeria.

15.Inpost-colonialAfricaNasserensuredaconsolidatedpositionofEgyptinAfricanaffairs.
Egyptbecamethefirstcountrytoleadthestruggleagainstwestneo-colonialinfluencein
AfricabeforebeingjoinedbyGhanaafterherindependenceandtheriseofNkrumah.

16.NasserembarkedonoverthrowingtheconservativeregimesintheArabworldthatwere
mostlyleaningtowardscapitalistinfluence.HeassistedCol.MuamarGadhafitooverthrow
kingIdrisofLibyain1969,influencedtheoverthrow ofkingFaisalIIinSaudiArabia,and
NuriSaidtheprimeministerofIraqamongothers.

17.In1953,NasserledtherevolutionarygovernmentofEgyptintodiscussionswithBritain
overthestatusofSudan.HerecognisedthesovereignrightofSudantoindependenceand
influencedBritaintodecolonisethecountryinearly1956.Consequently,thenewsovereign
stateofSudankeptingoodtermswithEgypt.

18.NasserledEgyptintobecominganactivememberoftheCasablancaideologicalgroup
whichrivaledtheMonroviagrouponmattersofAfricanunity.TheCasablancagroupstood
forastrongpoliticalunionofAfricanstatesagainstaloosefederationproposedbythe
Monroviagroup.

IMPACTOFTHEEGYPTIAN REVOLUTION ON THEGROWTH OFAFRICAN NATIONALISM
(PANAFRICANISM)
TheEgyptianrevolutionhadbothdirectedandindirectinfluenceonthegrowthofAfrican
nationalism andPanAfricanism.ThisimpactwasmainlyrealisedafterGamalNassertook
overasEgyptianleaderin1954.

ReferenceQuestions;
a) DiscusstheimpactoftheEgyptianrevolutiononAfrica
b) ExaminetheroleofNasserinthedecolonisationofAfrica
c)Howfardidthe1952revolutioninEgyptcontributetothegrowthofPanAfricanism?

1.ThesuccessoftheEgyptianrevolutionthreatenedwhitesettlersinthesettlercolonieslike
SouthAfrica,Kenya,AlgeriaandSothernRhodesia.Theanti-BritishpolicyofNasserandthe
activitiesofEgyptagainsttheBritishinstallations,propertyandbusinessesinfluenced
similaractivitiesagainstwhitesinotherpartsofAfrica.



2.Consequently,thesocialistandnationalisationpoliciesofNasserhadanimpactonthe
colonialregimesinAfrica.TheBritishandtheFrenchwerescaredthattheidealsof
socialism couldpenetratetheirAfricancolonialterritories.Nasser'srelationshipwiththe
SovietUnionscaredtheFrenchandtheBritishtoorganisepoliticaldevelopments(reforms)
in theircolonies.Theyincreased African representation in parliament,gave Africans
positionsingovernmentandalsoreformedthetaxationpoliciesamongothers.Such
policiesinfluencedAfricanstodemandforindependence.

3.The success ofthe Egyptian revolution led to the breakdown ofthe Anglo-Egyptian
condominium overSudan.NasseracceptedtheneedforrecognitionoftheSudaneseright
toself-determination.Nasser'sconsentoftheSudaneseindependencecausedtheBritish
toorganisenationalelectionsthatenabledtheSudanesetoachieveindependencein1956.

4.TherevolutionaryEgyptofNasserproceeded to grantmaterial,financialand military
supporttoAfricannationalistmovementsintheMaghrebregionandsub-SaharanAfrican.
Suchassistanceincludedfinancialgrants,weaponryandmoralsupport.Thisintensified
nationalistactivitiesagainstEuropean colonialdomination forinstancein Kenya and
Algeria.

5.EgyptprovidededucationopportunitiestoAfricanstudentsthroughfreescholarships.This
movebyNassertoopenupEgyptianeducationaldoorstoAfricanstudentsproduced
Africanpoliticalgraduateswhoreturnedtotheirrespectivestatesandparticipatedin
independencestruggles.ManyofthestudentswhoattendededucationinEgyptwerefrom
theMaghrebregionandEastAfrica.

6.NasserparticularlygaveconsiderableassistancetotheAlgerianrevolutionarymovements
like NationalLiberation Front(FLN)ofAlgeria thatfoughtagainstFrench colonial
domination.Thisassistanceinvolvedarms,ideology,strategiesmilitarytraining,aswellas
housingtheAlgerianprovisionalrevolutionarygovernment.TheEgyptiansupporttoAlgeria
wasveryinstrumentalinthecollapseofFrenchcolonialism inAlgeriaby1962.

7.Nasser'spanArabism influencedhim tosupportTunisiaatthetimewhentheTunisians
werereadytogovernthemselves.AfterTunisianindependenceof1956,Nasserwentahead
to supportTunisiato attacktheFrenchNavalbaseatBizertain1961,whichledto
completeeliminationofFrenchinfluencefrom Tunisia.

8.Nasserand Egyptinspired militantnationalism in Africa.The adoption ofa military
approachbyNasserduringthe1956SuezCanalconflictandthesubsequentsuccessover
theimperialaggressivepowersofIsrael,BritainandFranceinfluencedAfricanselsewhere
toresorttomilitarism againstEuropeancolonialists.ThiswasthecaseinAngolaand
Bissau,whiletheFLNconsolidatedtheAlgerianarmedstruggleagainsttheFrench.

9.Consequently,Nasserprovided freemilitarytraining to young nationalistsfrom other
African states.Manymilitantnationalistsfrom South Africa,Algeria and some from
Portuguese colonies trained from Egyptian military academies before joining the
independencestruggles.AhmedBenBellaofAlgeriaandAmilcarCabralofguineaBissau
werebeneficiariesofthismilitaryprogram.

10.TheradicalnationalistcharacterofNasserbridgedthegapbetweentheArabNorth
AfricansaridtheNegrosAfricanssouthoftheSahara.Inhisownwords,Nasserstated,
"Arabscannotinanywaystandasidefrom thestruggleofAfricansagainstwhites
becauseArabsthemselvesareinAfrica."Thisdisprovedtheclaim bytheEuropeansthat
theyhadcometosuppressslavetradeandslaveryencouragedbytheArabs.Nasser's
influencethereforedrewNorthAfricaandsubSaharanAfricatogetherinspirit,wherethe



North African states began to actively assistblack Africans in theirstruggle for
independence.

11.RevolutionaryEgyptbecameaspiritualhomeforfugitiveAfricans.Africanpoliticiansand
freedom fighterswhowerepersecutedbythecolonialistssoughtandenjoyedpolitical
asylum inEgypt.TheseAfricansincludedBenKheddaofAlgeriaandIgnatiusMusaaziof
Uganda.The politicalsafe haven in Egyptboosted theirnationalistic feelings and
determinationtoachieveindependenceintheirrespectivestates.

12.EgyptallowedAfricanpoliticalorganisationstoestablishexternalbaseswithinthecountry.
TheFrontLiberationNationale(FLN)ofAlgeriaestablishedagovernmentinexile,the
ProvisionalRevolutionaryGovernmentofAlgeria(GPRA)withheadquartersinEgyptunder
BenKhedda.IgnatiusMusaaziofUgandaestablishedanofficeoftheUgandaNational
Congress(UNOinCairo.

13.Nasserthe leaderofrevolutionary Egyptcondemned racistregimes in Africa.He
demanded theBritish to dissolvetheCentralAfrican Federation (CAP).Heidentified
himselfwiththeblacksinSouthAfricaagainsttheapartheidsystem,anddenouncedthe
UDIGovernmentofIanSmithinSouthernRhodesiainfavourofZimbabwemajorityrule.

14.EgyptpromotedAfricanculturethroughtheuseofculturalshows.Nasseropenedup
librariesofAfricansection,whichincreasedinterestinAfricanstudiesandencouragedthe
studyofAfricanlanguageslikeKiswahili,HausaalongsidethecommonArabiclanguagein
Egypt.HesetupasocietyforAfricanculturetosearchintotheAfricanpast.Allthese
helpedtofastenAfricanunityandculturalrevival.

15.RevolutionaryEgyptpromotedapropagandabaseagainstEuropeandominancyinAfrica.
Nasserencouragedanti-colonialactivitiesandcrusadebyofferingRadioCairoasthefree
voiceofAfrica.RadioCairoinfluencedthestruggleforAfricanindependencethrough
broadcastingrevolutionaryideasinAfricanlanguagessuchasHausa,Kiswahili,Arabicand
EuropeanlanguageslikeEnglishandFrench.EgyptdedicatedtheKiswahiliservicetothe
KenyancauseduringtheMau-Mauuprising.

16.AttheBandungconferenceof1955,Nasserplayedanimportantroleindevelopingthe
policyofpositiveneutrality(non-alignment).ThisprinciplewasadoptedbytheNon-Aligned
Movement(NAM)withNasserasoneofthefoundingfathers.Egyptencouragedother
AfricanstatestofightagainstforeigndominationandinfluencedAsianstatestosupport
thestruggleforAfricanindependence,whichgaveAfricansawidebasetochallenge
colonialism.NasserencouragedindependentAfricanleaderstoadoptnon-alignmentpolicy
againstthecoldwarofthesuperpowers.

17.Thesuccessofthe1952coupinEgyptagainstFaroukinspiredtheoverthrowofpuppet
andneo-colonialleadersinAfrica.Onascendingtopowerin1954,Nassersupported
ColonelMuammarGaddafitostageaLibyancoupagainstthepuppetkingIndrisin1969.
ThiswasasignthatNasserdenouncedandfoughtagainstneo-colonialinfluenceinAfrica.

18.RevolutionaryNasserledEgypttocondemnsecessionism inAfrica.Nassertheleaderof
Egyptsupported Patrice Lumumba of Congo againstthe 1960 Katanga rebellion
(secessionistwar)ledbyMoiseTshombe.Egyptalsocondemnedthe1967-70Biafra
secessionistwar(uprising)oftheIboledbyOjukwuOdumwegwuagainsttheNigerian
FederalGovernmentofYakubuGowon.

19.NasserinspiredleadersofbothindependentAfricanstatesandnationalistmovementsto
adoptsocialism.Thosewhoadoptedthesocialistideologyattractedsupportfrom the
communiststates,notablyKwameNkrumahofGhana,AhmedSekouToureofguinea



ConakryandJuliusNyerereofTanzania.

THESUEZCANALAFFAIR
NationalizationoftheSuezCanalCompany
The Suez Canalis a sea levelwaterway thatgoes through Egypt,connecting the
MediterraneanandtheRedseas.ThecanalwasconstructedduringthereignofSaidPasha.It
allowswatertransportationbetweenEuropeandAsiawithoutnavigatingaroundAfrica.The
canalislocatedbetweenPortSaidinthenorthandtothesouthisPortTewfiqattheSuezcity.
Itis193.3km 120miles)long,24metresdeepandabout205metreswide.Sincethe
constructionworkontheSuezCanalwasfinalisedinNovember1869,controversyerupted
amongthekeyshareholdersnamelyEgypt,UnitedKingdom andFrance.

TheconstructionofthecanalwasproposedbytheFrenchdiplomatto Cairo,Engineer
FerdinandMarieDeLesseps.HeestablishedtheSuezCanalCompanywhichwaslicensedby
SaidPashatoconstructthecanalandoperateitforaperiodof99yearsafteritscompletion.
WithEgyptretaining22% sharesinthecompanyandtheremainingsharesownedbythe
FrenchandtheBritish,constructionworkonthecanalbeganonApril251859andthecanal
wasofficiallyopenedonNovember17,1869.

In 1875,following externaldebts accumulated by the governmentofSaid Pasha,his
predecessorIsmaelPashawasforcedtoselloffalltheEgyptiansharesinthecanaltotheUK
governmentofPremierBenjaminDisraeliforfourmillionpounds.TheBritishsharesinthe
SuezCanalCompanyincreasedto44%,thoughFrancemaintainedthemajorityshares.

TheSuezCanalwaslatertobethemostimportantwaterwayasitlinkedEuropewiththe
MiddleEastoilfields,aswellastheFarEastAsia.TheBritishoccupiedEgyptin1882andone
ofthereasonsforestablishingcontrolovertheNilestatewastocontroltheCanalandcollect
revenuestorefundtheEuropeanfinanciersoftheSuezproject.

Ontheeveofitsnationalisation,theSuezCanalwasusedbyover120000shipsayearfrom
about45nations,carryingmainlyoiltoEuropeinvolumesofmorethan35milliontons.On
July26,1956,whileaddressingacrowdinthemainsquareinAlexandriatomarkthefourth
anniversary of Farouk's abdication,Nasser stunned the world: he announced the
nationalisationoftheSuezCanalCompany,anEgyptianregisteredcompanyownedbythe
FrenchandBritishshareholders.Thecompanyhadranthecanalsince1869anditstenure
(contract)wasduetocontinueuntil1968.InhiswordsNasserdeclared,"Todayinthename
ofthepeople,Iam takingoverthecompany.Tonight,ourEgyptianCanalwillberanby
Egyptians."HethenplacedthecanalundertheSuezCanalAuthorityoftheArabRepublicof
Egypt.

CausesofthenationalizationoftheSuezCanalCompany
ReferenceQuestions:
a) AccountforthenationalizationoftheSuezCanalin1956
b) ExaminethefactorsthatinfluencedNassertotakeovercontroloftheSuezCanal

1. ThewithdrawaloftheBritishfrom theSuezCanalzonefollowingthe1954Anglo-Egyptian
treatyinfluencedNassertonationalisethecompany.WiththeunfairbenefitstoEgypt
from thecanal,MustafaNahasPasha'sgovernmentrejectedthe1936Anglo-Egyptian
treatyandtriedtounilaterallydriveouttheBritishin1951.ThetreatyhadgiventheBritish
totalcontrolovertheSuezCanalforaperiodof20years.AfterthefalloftheEgyptian
monarchyin1952,therevolutionarygovernmentsincethenwasengagedinnegotiations
withtheBritishgovernmentovertheSuezCanal.Theoutcomeofthesenegotiationswas
the1954treatyinwhichBritaincommittedtowithdrawingfrom theSuezCanalzone
beforetheendof1956.ByJune18,1956,(theBritishwhohadbeenanobstacleto



Nasser's ambitions)had completely withdrawn from the CanalZone,forcing the
governmentofNassertoputitunderstatecontrolonJuly26,1956.

2. Nasserwasinfluencedbycommunism tonationalisetheSuezCanalin1956.By1955,
relationsbetweenEgyptandtheWesti.e.FranceandtheUKhaddeclined.Thepoliciesof
NasserhadthreatenedwesterninterestsintheMiddleEast.Thisfollowedthe'intimacy'
betweenIsraelandtheWesternpowersofFranceandtheUnitedKingdom yetIsraelwas
anarchrivaltotheArabWorld.ThisisonereasonwhyFranceandBritainrefusedtosell
armstoEgypt,forcingNassertoturntothecommunistpowersforsolace.Anarms
agreementwassignedbetweenEgypt,theUSSR,andCzechoslovakia.Egyptreceived
fighterplanes,bombers,and tankspaid forinexchangewithEgyptiancotton.Such
communistsatisfactioninfluencedNassertonationalisethecanal.

3. TheabruptwithdrawalofAnglo-AmericanfinancialoffertoNasserestimatedat66million
pounds(70milliondollars)forfinancingtheAswanprojectmadethenationalisationofthe
SuezCanalCompanyinevitable.ThewithdrawalofthisexpectedfundcameinJuly1956,
asAmericablamedNasserofbeingpro-SovietUnionandestablishingdiplomatictieswith
RedChina(theCommunistPeople'sRepublicofChina).TheUKgovernmentofAnthony
EdencondemnedNasserofbeinganti-westernandinsteadpromotedRussianinfluencein
the-Middle East.The revolutionaryleaderresponded byannouncing the government
takeoveroftheSuezCanalCompanyonJuly26,1956.

4. Consequently,thenationalisationoftheSuezCanalbyNasserfollowedhisambitionto
establishtheAswanEngineeringproject.TheAswanprojectwasNasser'sprimereason
fornationalisingthecanal,ashestateditclearlythathewouldusefundsfrom thecanalto
constructadam inAswanasoneofthelargestengineeringprojectsintheworld.Thedam
wouldregulatetheflowoftheNilethroughouttheyear,releaseamillionacresoflandfor
reclamation,provideasourceofirrigationandgenerateelectricitytoenhanceindustrial
developmentinEgypt.

5. TheSuezCanalwasstrategicallylocatedanditscontrolwouldconfirm thespreadof
"Nasserism"intheArabworld.ThecanalwasastraightpathtotheMiddleEastoilfields
ofthePersianGulf.ItalsoactedasawaystationforMuslim Pilgrimstravellingtoand
from Mecca.Thenationalisationandcontrolofthecanalwouldenablethefulfillmentof
Nasser'sregionalambitionsasthechampionofArabunityandAfricanliberation,andlater
spreadtheideologyof"Neutralism"andNon-alignment.

6. Theanti-imperialistattitudeofNasserledtothenationalisationoftheSuezCanal.The
revolutionaryleaderwantedtoconsolidateEgyptianindependencebytotallyuprooting
imperialinfluencefrom Egypt.Eventhoughthe1954Anglo-Egyptianagreementledtothe
finalwithdrawaloftheBritishfrom theCanalZone,itprovidedforthecontinuedexistence
oftheBritishtechnocratstostayforanothersevenyearstoguardBritishinterests.The
Britishalsoretainedthe44% sharesintheSuezCanalCompanyjustliketheFrench
majorityshareholders.Nasserclaimed fortheEgyptiancontrolofthecanalwillfull
compensationtotheshareholders.



7. Nassernationalisedthecanalasastrategyofincreasinghispopularityathomeandthe
restoftheArabworld.ThenationalisationpolicycameatthetimeofNasser'sofficial
assumptionofpowerasthethree-yeartransitionperiodundertherevolutionarycommand
council(RCC)ended.Consequently,enchantment,excitementand praisesofNasser
begansoonasheproclaimedthenationalisationofthecanalandspreadfrom Alexandria
tootherpartsofEgyptandtheArabworld.

8. The 1955 Baghdad pactinfluenced the nationalisation ofthe Suez Canal.Nasser
underminedtheBagdadpact,whichwasaninitiativebytheBritishgovernmenttoextend
theircapitalistinfluenceintheArabworld.HeviewedthepactasadisruptionofArab
solidarityandamovebytheUnitedKingdom toconsolidateBritisheconomicimperialism
intheMiddleEasttheEgyptiancontrolovertheSuezCanalwouldenableNasserto
establishanArabdefencepactasopposedtotheWesterncontrolledMiddleEastdefence
-pactemphasisedatBaghdad.

9. Inarelatedcontext,puttingtheSuezCanalCompanyunderEgyptiancontrolwasoneof
thethroughwhichNasserwouldconsolidatehisrule.NasseroptedtousetheSuezCanal
tocreatemoreemploymenttooveronemillionEgyptiansintheSuezregion,raisemore
governmentfundsandtocutofftherevolutionarygovernmentfrom thefeaturesoftheold
regime.TheoldregimeofkingFaroukhadperpetuatedforeigndominanceintheSuez
Canal.

10.NasserwasinfluencedbytheNon-alignmentideologyandneutralism.Hehadearlieron
participatedintheApril1955BandungConferencethatledtotheemergenceofthe
principleofneutralism.Nasserpreferredtodelinkfrom Westernconnectionsarguingthat
internationalcontroloverthecanalwouldinfringe(abuse)Egyptiansovereignty.TheNon-
alignedprinciplesinfluencedNasser'sforeignpolicythatmadehim tonationalisethe
canalinordertoavoidorinvolvementinthecoldwar.

EffectsofthenationalisationoftheSuezCanalCompany
ReferenceQuestions:

a) AssesstheeffectsofthenationalisationoftheSuezCanalCompany

b)OfwhatsignificancewasthenationalizationoftheSuezCanal?

1. ThenationalisationofthecanalincreasedthepopularityofNasserinEgyptandtheMiddle
East.TheEgyptiansgreeteditveryemotionallyandthroughouttheArabworld,thousands
ofmassesenteredthestreetsshoutingslogansofsupportforNasser.Thisincreasedthe
fameofNasserandmadetheUSambassadorHenryA.Byroadetostate,"Icannotover
emphasisethepopularityofthecanalnationalisationwithinEgypt,evenamongNasser's
enemies."

2. ThesuccessfulnationalisationofthecanalpromotedNasserasapanArabistleader.
ThroughouttheArabworld,NasserbecameastrongfigureinpromotingArabinterests
againstwesterninfluence.ThenationalisationwasNasser'slargestpanArabtriumphat
thetimeandsoonhisportraitsweretobefoundinthetentsofYemen,thesouksof
MarrakeshandtheposhvillasofSyria.



3. ThepolicyofnationalisingtheSuezCanalCompanyworsenedrelationsbetweenNasser
andthewest.Politiciansandpublicopinionfrom bothFranceandBritaindemandedthe
strongestasinurestoforcethe'upstart'dictatorofEgyptbeforeheparalysedalltheir
interestsinthemiddleEast.AnthonyEden,thebedriddenPremieroftheUKbecamevery
muchangeredbyNassermoveonthecanalandwishedhim murdered;whiletheFrench
PremierGuyMolletcomparedhim to"Hitler."

4. Consequently,thenationalisationoftheSuezCanalexposedtheAnglo-Frenchconspiracy.
Nasserpromisedfullcompensationtokeyshareholdersinthecanalcompanyi.e.Britain
andFrance,andensuredsteadyflowoftraffic,thetwoEuropeanpowersinsteadpurreda
militaryintervention.Thepoliticalchiefsfrom thetwopowersi.e.SirAnthonyEdenof
BritainandGuyMolletofFrancepreparedforamilitaryshowdownwithEgypt,plottingto
causeNasser'sdownfall

5. Consequently,following the nationalisation ofthe Suez CanalCompany,the British
interestsandinfluenceintheMiddleEastwereputatstake.TheUKwasatriskoflosing
heroilresourcesintheMiddleEastandhershortestroutetotheFarEastwasaswell
hindered.TheSuezCanalwastheworld'smostimportantinternationalwaterwayofthe
timeandthemostvaluabletotheBritish.

6. TheeventthreatenedinternationalharmonyandledtotheinterventionoftheUnited
NationsSecurityCouncil(UNSC).InearlyOctober1956,ameetingwasheldbytheUNSC
onthematterofthenationalisationoftheSuezCanal.Theseatingdelegatesadopteda
resolutionrecognizingEgypt'srighttocontrolthecanalaslongastrafficpassagethrough
itforforeignshipswasnotthreatened.ThisresolutionwasencouragedbyEisenhower's
(USA)administration.

7. SoonaftertheSuezCanalhadbeenputunderEgyptiancontrol,anincreasedbutsteady
flowoftrafficthroughthecanalwasrealised.ThisconfirmedtotheAmericanwishofthe
canalunderEgyptiancontrolwithouthamperingthetraffic.UnderEgyptianmanagement,
trafficonthecanalincreasedfrom anaverage42shipsdailytobetween45and50ships.
Nasserimprovedonthecanalbywideninganddeepeningit.Thisenabledthewaterwayto
allowpassageoflargevesselsofabout60000tonsfrom thelimitof20300tons.

8. Following the nationalisation ofthe canal,revenues and benefits increased forthe
Egyptian to enjoy.Nasser'sreformson the canaldid notonlyprovide employment
opportunitiestoEgyptianthecanalboostedthenationalincomesoftheEgyptiantreasury.
ThegovernmentofNasserwasnowabletocollectbetween50and77milliondollarsper
annum.

9. TheeventincreasedArab-Israelirivalry.NasserondeclaringEgyptiansolecontrolofthe
canalcompany,hewentaheadtoblockthepassageofIsraelitrafficbyclosingtheGulfof
AquabathesuffocatedtrafficontheRedSeaandconsequentlyaffectedIsraelandher
tradingactivitieswithEurope.

10.Consequently,theeventledto(divergent)mixedreactionsofmajorNATOpowersi.e.the
USAFranceandBritain.LikeFranceandBritain,theUSAregardedNasserasamenacebut
didnotsharetheAnglo-Frenchenthusiasm forwar;instead,theUS-governmentpreferred
economicpressuresonEgyptasanoption.TheUSA'sadministrationofEisenhower
condemnedapossibleattackonEgyptbyFranceandBritainanddemandedthatthe
disputesurroundingthenationalisationoftheSuezCanalberesolvedbyanegotiated
settlement,claimingthattheywouldonlyapplyiftrafficthroughthecanalwashalted
(affected).



11.The nationalisation policy ofNasseroverthe Suez CanalCompany inevitably led
to"tripartiteaggression"onEgypt(i.e.theSuezwar).WhilenegotiationswithEgyptwere
underway,EdenoftheUKandMolletofFranceengagedinasecretconspiracytoinvade
EgypttogetherwithIsraelandcapture(seize)thecanal.Hence,ontheOctober29,1956,
IsraeliforcescrossedintoSinaiandracedtowardsthecanal.OnOctober31,anAnglo-
FrenchattacklaunchedonEgyptaimedatdestroyingNasser'sregimeincludingdropping
ofleafletsurgingEgyptianstooverthrowNasser.ThissparkedofftheSuezwar.

12.ThenationalisationoftheSuezCanalCompanymarkedtheendofforeigndominationin
EgyptNasserwentahead to putallBritish and French investments,property and
enterprisestotalingto15,000underEgyptiangovernmentcontrol.Theseincludedbanks,
insurancecomp;businesses,etcetera.Newlawswerepassedrequiringsuchcompanies,
banksandcommercialventurestoberegisteredwithmajoritysharesandmanagement
takenupbyEgyptians.

13.EgyptianindependencebecamemeaningfulfollowingtheNasser'snationalisationofthe
SuezeCanal.ThisbecameinevitableastheBritishfinallywithdrew from theSuezCanal
zone,withtheremainingBritishtechnocratsseenofflast.Thisthereforemarkedtheend
ofBritishimperialambitionsintheregion.TheBritishmilitarybaseintheSuezhadbeen
thelargestexternalbasisintheworldandhadgivenBritainanupperhandintheaffairsof
notonlyEgyptbutalsotheMiddleEast.

14.EgyptiancontrolofthecanalintensifiedtherelationshipbetweenNasserandtheSoviet
Union.InOctober1958,NasserconcludedadealwiththeSovietUnion,whichassured
NasserofSovietfinancetoenablehim tokick-starttheAswandam project.Bytheendof
thedecade,SovietEgyptianshadgainedmomentum andhadspreadtotherestofthe
Arabworld,

THESUEZCANALWAR(TRIPARTITEAGGRESSION)
Rightfrom thetimeoftherevolution,Nasser'sdomesticandforeignpoliciesweregeared
towardsweakeningEgyptianeconomicdependenceonthewest.Followingthenationalisation
ofthecanalonJuly26,1956,NasserdeclaredthathewouldbuildtheAswanengineering
projectwithcanalrevenuesandwouldmakeimperialistschokeintheirextremeanger.

Exploitingthe1954Anglo-EgyptianagreementsignedOctober19,theBritishplottedanattack
onEgypt.The1954treatyhadaprovisionthatallowedtheBritishandtheFrenchtouse
militaryinterventiononthecanalinprotectionoftheirinterests.Thishowever,wouldbe
commendedincaseofthreatoftheinterestsoftheSovietUnioninEgypt.Henceforththe
BritishandtheFrenchnegotiatedaplanwithIsrael,whichwouldresultinthereturnofthe
SueztotheBritishandtheFrench,theoverthrow oftheNasserregimeandrestorationof
European,ChristianandJewishproperty.TheydecidedtousesubstantialIsraelelements
operatingintheEgyptafterconvincingIsraelofthethreatNasserposedtotheircontinued
existence.

Israelitroopsinvaded the Egyptian possessionsin Gaza and the Sinaion October29.
FollowingtheIsraeliinvasionoftheSinai,BritainandFranceissuedanultimatum toseparate
thecombatantsi.e.EgyptandIsrael.Egyptwasaskedtowithdraw herforceswestofthe
canal,which-Nasserrejected.Accordingly,followingthetermsofthecanaltreatyofOctober
1954,BritishandtheFrenchtroopslaunchedownattackinthecanalzoneonOctober31,
using acombined forceofairstrikes,navalbombardmentsand parachutedrops.They
bombedstripstodestroyNasser'sairforce,landingtroopsatportSaidianddroppingleaflets
onCairourgingtheEgyptianstooverthrowNasser'sregime.Thistherefore,resultedintothe
tripartiteaggressiononEgypt.



ThetripartiteaggressionmotivatedNasser'sdeterminationtodefendEgyptiansovereignty
eventhoughBritishPrimeMinisterAnthonyEdenbelieveditwouldtakeashorttimebefore
Nasserdefeated.Therefore,theSuezwar(tripartiteaggression)whichoccurredbetween
OctoberandNovember1956wasanaggressivewaronthepartofIsrael,BritainandFrance
butawarofliberationonEgypt.

Causes
Referencequestions

a) AccountforthetripartiteaggressiononEgyptin1956

b)Examinethecausesofthe1956SuezCanalcrisis.

c) DiscussthecausesandeffectsoftheSuezwar.

d)TowhatextentdidAbdelNassercontributetotheSuezwarof1956?

e) "Western imperialism was primarilyresponsible forthe tripartite aggression on
Egypt."Discuss

1. TheunilateralnationalisationoftheSuezCanalledtotheSuezwar.OnJuly26,1956
NassernationalizedtheSuezCanalCompanybutwithcompensationtoshareholders.He
aimedatcompletelyeradicatingBritishinfluenceintheSuezregionanddelinkingEgyptian
economicdependenceonthewest.Nasserwentaheadtonationalisealltheproperty
belongingtotheFrenchandtheBritishbutsparedthoseoftheJews.FranceandBritain
werehoweverfrustratedbyNasser’smovehencesupportedIsraeltoattackEgypt.

2. Consequently,theanti-BritishfeelingsinEgyptinfluencedNassertoputtheEgyptianCanal
undergovernmentcontrol.TheEgyptianleaderreferredtoBritishinfluenceandthatofthe
Frenchasasignofneocolonialism inthesovereignstateofEgypt.Theexistenceofthe
BritishinEgyptwasalsoathreattoEgyptianpoliticalandeconomicambitionsinthe
MiddleEast.ThewaronthecanalwasthereforearesultofNasser'sambitionstototally
eradicatetheBritishinfluenceintheNilestateandmaketheindependenceofEgypt
meaningful.

3. ThedesirebyNassertospreadhispanArabistpolicymadetheSuezwarinevitable.
NasserhadtheambitionofunitingtheArabstatesandachievingindependenceforall
ArabcountriesincludingPalestinethatwasunderIsraeliimperialism.Thiswasagainstthe
ZionistswhowerearchrivalsoftheArabworld.ItwasunderthisbackgroundthatIsrael
attackedEgypt.

4. EgyptsupportedterroristactivitiesonIsraelthatcausedtheSuezwar.Nasserrecruited,
trainedandarmedthe"Fedayeen"commandoscomprisingPalestinianrefugeesinGaza
aswellasEgyptianvolunteers.Between1954and1955,theFedayeencarriedoutraidson
Israelfrom Egypt.ThismadeIsraeltoretaliatebyattackingtheEgyptianofSinaiandGaza
strip.

5. ThecrisiswasmotivatedbytheimperialisticinterestsofIsraelintheCanalZoneandthe
MiddleEast.IsraelhadthedesiretohavemonopolyovertheMiddleEastaffairs,toaccess
AfricathroughtheSuezCanalandtoconsolidatehercontinuedexistenceintheMiddle
East.AlltheseconflictedwiththeEgyptianpolicyintheMiddleEastandlaidgroundsfor
thewar.

6. EgyptianleaningtowardstheeasternblocledtotheSuezCanalwar.Nasseracquired



fundsfrom theSovietUnionfortheconstructionoftheNilehighdam atAswanandmade
anarmsdealwithUSSRandCzechoslovakia.Tomakemattersworse,Nasserexchanged
visitswith thesovientUnion leaders.Alltheseangered Britain who engaged in the
tripartiteaggressiononEgypt.

7. Consequently,therecognitionofthecommunistgovernanceatPekingbyNasserasthe
officialgovernmentofChinaagainstthepreferredTaiwangovernmentrecognisedbythe
capitalistworldledtotheSuezwar.ThismovebyNasserannoyedtheUSAandtheUK
whowithdrewpromised66millionpoundsmeantfortheconstructionoftheAswanhigh
dam.The withdrawalofthe Anglo-American promised funds prompted Nasserto
nationalisethecanal,pavingwayfortheSuezwar.

8. Theabrogationofthe1936Anglo-EgyptiantreatymadetheSuezCanalcrisisinevitable.
ThetreatystipulatedthattheBritishwithdrawfrom thecanalregioncompletely,andstop
influencingthepoliticalandeconomicaffairsofEgyptby1956;i.e.withintwentyyears.
ThecontinuedBritishstaywithoutsignsofvacatingtheNilestateofEgyptwasinterpreted
byNasserasanintendedBritishpolicytocontinueexploitinghisnation.Nassertherefore
nationalizedBritishpropertyleadingtothetripartiteaggressiononEgypt.

9. Theanti-imperialistpolicyofNasserwasathreattotheFrenchandtheBritishintheir
respective colonies.Nasser's supportofAfrican nationalism,which was witnessed
throughouttheliberationprocessofAfricascaredthecolonialmasters.Nasserextended
materialormoralsupporttotheFrontedeLiberationNationale(FLN)inAlgeriaagainstthe
FrenchandtheMau-MauinKenyaagainsttheBritish.Thetwocolonialpowerstherefore
plottedtodestroyNasserthroughtheSuezwar.

10.Thewithdrawalofthe66millionpoundsthathadbeenpromisedtoNasserbytheUKand
theUSgovernmentsmadetheSuezCanalcrisisinevitable.Thefinancialassistancewas
theenableNassertoconstructtheAswan,EngineeringProjecttogeneratehydroelectric
powerandreservelandforagriculture.Thewithdrawalofthisfinancialandtechnical
assistance forced Nasserto nationalise the Suez CanalCompanyand to seek for
assistancefrom theeasternbloc.AllthesewereacontributiontotheoutbreakoftheSuez
Canalcrisis.

11.TheclosureoftheGulfofAqababyNasserledtothetripartiteaggressiononEgypt.
ClosingtheGulfofAqabablockedIsraelitieswithEuropeandsuffocatedtheRedSea
traffic,henceaffectingIsraelandhereconomy.Inresponse,theZionistsoptedtosettle
thisaccountwithEgyptthroughamilitaryconfrontation.Thechancesurfacedin1956
whenIsraelinvadedtheSinaiandrapidreachedtheSuezCanal.

12.TheviolationoftheAngle-Frenchultimatum causedthewarontheSuezCanal.The
ultimatum wasawarningonEgypttostayinaradiusoftenmilesawayfrom thecanalas
asteptowardspreventingaconfrontationbetweenIsraelandEgypt.Nasserrejectedthe
ultimatum,forcingtheAnglo-FrenchforcestodeclarewaronEgypt,andimmediately
launchedanattackonOctober31,1956

13.ThestrategiclocationoftheSuezCanalcausedthewar.ToEgyptandIsrael,thecontrolof
thecanalwouldmakethem controltheireconomicsupremacyintheMiddleEast.The
canalwasapassageofIslamicpilgrimstoMecca,whichiswhyNasserneverwantedit
underwesterncontrol.OnthepartofBritainandFrance,thecanalwastheshortestroute
totheoilproducingcountriesofthePersianGulf;thus,thestruggletocontrolthecanal
causedtheSuezwar.

14.Nasserwasopposedtothe1955BaghdadpactinitiatedbyBritain,hencecausinga



disagreementwiththeUnitedKingdom.TheBaghdadpactwasaninitiativeoftheUnited
Kingdom aimed atconsolidating BritishimperialinfluenceintheMiddleEastatthe
expenseoftheinterestsofthesovietUnion.Nasserde-campaignedthisBritishpolicyby
influencingtheoverthrowoftheArabregimesthatwerepro-westandhadsupportedthe
Baghdadpact:forexampleMurhesSaidPrimeMinisterofIraq,KingFaisalIIofSaudi
Arabia;aswellasinfluencingkingHusseinofJordantodismisshisBritishjointarmychief
ofstaff.AlltheseannoyedtheBritishwhomastermindedthetripartiteaggression.

15.Consequently,thethreatoftheinterestsontheSovietUnionintheMiddleEastcontributed
totheSuezCanalconflict.TheUSSRequallywantedtodestroytheBaghdadpactandwas
nothappywiththeArabstatesthatsignedtheanti-SovietpactinBaghdad(Iraq)in1955.
TheseArabcountriesincludedTurkey,Iraq,SaudiArabiaandIran.TheUSSRtherefore,
extendedintensivefinancialandmilitaryassistancetoNasser,whichannoyedthewestern
powerssincetheywereagainstcommunistinterestsintheArabregion.Thewestledby
BritainimposedfinancialandtradesanctionsonEgypt;worseneddiplomaticrelationswith
Nasserhence,pavingwaytheconflict.

16.ThethreatonBritishinterestsintheMiddleEastandtheMediterraneanSeatrademade
thetripartiteaggressioninevitable.Followingthewithdrawaloftheeconomicassistance
toNasserbytheUSAandtheUK,NasserdidnotonlynationalisetheSuezCanalbutwent
aheadtoputalltheAnglo-Frenchpropertyunderstatecontrol.TheBritishfearedthatthey
couldlosetheirsharesintheSuezCanal.Forthisreasontherefore,theBritishdecidedto
getbackatNasserandoverthrowhisgovernmenthencetheSuezwar.

17.TheformationoftheFreeUsersAssociationontheSuezCanalcausedtheSuezwar.The
FreeUsersAssociationwasinitiatedbyNassertocontroltrafficontheSuezCanal.The
associationonmanyoccasionsrefusedtoguaranteefreepassageofAnglo-Frenchships
forcing-BritaintointerpretthisasadeliberatemovebyNassertosuffocatetheBritish
tradeactivitiesintheMediterraneanSea.Inresponse,BritainsupportedIsraeltoattack
theEgyptianSinaipeninsula.

18.TheimmediatecauseoftheSuezwarwastheIsraeliattackontheEgyptianterritoriesin
theGazaandSinai.BritainandFranceconvincedIsraelthathercontinuedexistencewas
fragilewiththeactivitiesofNasserintheArabworld.FollowingtheattackontheSinai,
NasserwasdeterminedtoprotectthesovereignexistenceofEgypt,nowonderthathe
refusedtorespecttheAnglo-Frenchultimatum,leadingtotheAnglo-Frenchattackonthe
Egyptianterritories,hencethetripartiteaggression.

IMPACTOFTHESUEZCANALCONFLICT
TheSuezCanalwarhadfar-reachingconsequencesonEgypt,Africa,theArabworldand
Europe

ReferenceQuestions:
a)Assesstheconsequencesofthe1956tripartiteaggression
b)HowdidtheSuezwaraffecttheEgyptians?

Positiveeffects:
1. ThewarestablishedNasserasoneofthepragmaticleadersoftheNon-alignedmovement

NasserbecametheambassadorofNon-alignmentasheadvocatedforthepolicyof
positive neutrality in Africa and the Middle East.The Non-alignment movement
represented the voice ofthe oppressed againstcolonialdomination and foreign
aggression.

2. ThevictoryofNasseroverBritainandFrance(tripartitepowers)boostedhispersonal



overnightasthefatherofthepanArabworld.Asaresult,hisportraitsappearedinpublic
placesfrom Morocco to Muscat.Therefore,theSuezwarbuiltNasser'ssuccessful
defenseofindependenceandsovereignty.

3. Afterthewar,Nasserimmediatelynationalisedalltheremainingenterprises,investments
andinstallationsbelongingtotheFrenchandtheBritish.Henceforth,theBritishandthe
FrenchvacatedEgyptimmediatelyandthismarkedtheendofthelongBritishinfluencein
thisNilestateofNorthAfrica.

4. TheSuezcrisisconfirmedthevictoryofNasserathomepoliticallyanddiplomatically.It
boostedhispopularityanddemonstratedanewsenseofnationalisticcommitmentwhere
theEgyptiansincludingpoliticaloppositiongroupsallralliedbehindNasserforanational
cause.

5. Afterthewar,Egyptgainedfullcontrolofthecanalawayfrom foreigners.Thiscontrol
boostedEgyptianrevenuesfrom thecanal,whichalmostdoubled.By1964,Egyptwas
collecting77milliondollarsfrom thecanalperannum.Thecontrolofthecanalalso
contributedtothefullindependenceofEgypt.

6. Consequently,NasserembarkedontheAswanhighprojectontheNileRiver:Thedam was
aimedatregulatingtheflow oftheNile,sparelandforagricultureofaboutonemillion
hectarsandgeneratinghydroelectric power. The completion ofthe dam facilitated
industrialdevelopmentinEgypt.

7. ThesuccessofNasserintheSuezwarwasamajorfactorinthecreationoftheUnion
betweenEgyptandSyria.ThisunionwasestablishedastheUnitedArabicRepublic;itwas
aimedatcreatingArabunityandsolidarityintheMiddleEast.

8. TheendoftheSuezwarfacilitatedandconsolidatedacommunistalliancebetweenEgypt
andthecommunistworld.MoremilitaryandtechnicaltreatiesweresignedbetweenEgypt
andtheSovietUnionandlater,RussianfinancialassistanceflewintoEgypttoenablethe
constructionoftheAswanhighproject.

9. TheresultofthewarencouragedNassertosupporttheoverthrow oftheconservative
monarchicalArabgovernments.TheseincludedKingIdrisofLibyawhowasoverthrownin
l969.ManyoftheseArableadersthatwhereoverthrownwerepro-westandtherefore
supported1955Baghdadpact.

10.ThewarmadeCairoashoppingcentreandameetingplaceforAfricannationalists.
PoliticalpartiesorliberationmovementsandtheirleaderswereattractedtoCairofor
politicalreasons.ThesepoliticalorganizationsincludedtheUgandaNationalCongress
(UNC)anditsLeaderIgnatiusKangaveMusaaziandtheNationalLiberationFront(FLN)of
AlgeriaundertheirrepresentativeBenKdedda.

11.TheendoftheSuezwarintensifiedtheEgyptiansupporttotheliberationmovementsin
Africaagainstcolonialism.Inparticular,Egyptextendedmassivefinancial,militaryand
moralSupporttotheFronteLiberationNationale(FLN)ofAlgeria.ThismadetheBritish
andFrenchtolosetheircoloniesinAfrica.

12.Consequently,thewarfacilitatedpoliticaldevelopmentsinFranco-phonestates.TheSuer
conflictweakenedtheFrenchcolonialempireasitbroughttotheFrenchthronealiberal
leader,GeneralCharlesdeGaullein1958.CharlesfavoredthedecolonizationofFrench
colonialAfricabyorganizingareferendum forAfricanstodeterminetheirdestiny.

13.ThewarwasoneoftheeventsafterWorldWarIIthatbroughttogetherthetwosuper



powerstogether.USAandUSSRsharedacommonforeignpolicyontheSuerwarwhere
theybothdenouncedthetripartiteaggressionEgyptandrecognizedthecustodianshipof
EgyptovertheSuerCanal.

Negativeeffects

14.TheSuerwarcausedmassdestructionoflifeandpropertyespeciallyonthesideofEgypt.
About300mostofwhom Egyptianswerekilledinthebattle,whilevastquantitiesof
equipmentweredestroyed.

15.ThewardemolishedthesoundingcitiesofEgypt.Themostaffectedwerethesuercity
andAlexandria. ThiswascausedbytheBritishandtheFrenchfighterplaneswhose
motivewastocauseNasserseverecasualties.TheEgyptianairforceinitiatedbyNasser
wasalsoshattered.

16.Consequently,Egyptwasforcedtowithdrawfrom therestoftheSinaiandGazaregionby
theUnitedNationsSecurityCouncil. TheSecurityCouncilwentaheadtoimmediately
deployapeaceforcetooverseesecurityandstabilityinthearea.

17.EgyptalsolostterritoriestoIsrael.TheseincludedSharm ShaikinSouthernSinaiwhich
wasoneofEgypt’smilitaryposts.MoreterritorieswerelostbyEgyptfollowingthesix
dayswarof1967,whichwasalmostanextensionoftheSuezwar.Afterthesixdayswar,
IsraelannexedalloftheEgyptianSinaiterritoryuptotheEastBankoftheSuezCanal.

18.ThewarhadnegativeeconomicimplicationsofEgyptandIsrael.Egyptlostrevenuesfrom
thecanalsincethewaterwaydidnotoperateduringthewar.OnthesideofIsrael,her
watertrafficwassuffocatedduringthewar.

19.ThewardamagedtheprestigeandinfluenceofBritainandFranceintheMiddleEast
whichaffectedtheireconomicinterests.OngainingfullcontroloftheSuezCanal,Nasser
confiscatedalltheremainingAngloFrenchassetsinEgypt.

GHANAIANNATIONALISM
THEREVOLUTIONINGHANAFROM THEGOLDCOSTTOGHANA
Referencequestions:

a) AccountfortheearlyindependenceofGhana

b)ExaminethefactorsthatfacilitatetheindependenceofGhana

c) Discussthefactorfortheriseofnationalism intheGoldCoast.

1. TheGhanaianrevolutionreferstotremendouschangesregisteredbythenationalsinthe
GoldCostduringthestruggleforindependenceandnationbuildingthereafter.Ghanawas
initiallyaBritishcolonyoftheGoldCoast. ShewasfirstAfricancountrysouthofthe
SaharatoachieveindependenceonMarch6,1957underthenameofancientempireof
Ghana.ThestruggleforindependenceoftheGoldCoastwaspossibleowingtoaseries
ofpolitical,socialandeconomicfactors.

2. Theinfluenceofthehistoricaltraditionalresistance(anti-colonialmovements)intheGold
Coastledtotheindependencestruggle.SincetheintroductionofBritishruleinthemiddle
ofthenineteenthcentury,themassesintheGoldCoaststagedheroicresistanceagainst
theBritish.The1852polltaxordinanceimposedbytheBritishwasopposedandrejected
intheeasternpartsofthecoast(Akuapem,Akyem andKrobo);andinthecentralregion.In
1870's,therewasanarmedresistancebytheFanteconfederationgovernment(ofmainly



Akanspeakers)whichwasgearedtowardspushingforapolicyofself-determination.The
otherearlyresistancewasbythepeopleofAsanteagainsttheBritishattempttotake
awaytheirtraditionalgoldenstool.Thoughtheearlierresistanceswerecrushed,they
inspiredearlyactivitiesoftheindependencemovementinled1930byDanquah.

3. ThehomogenousnatureofthepeopleoftheGoldCoastpromotednationalunityand
favouredindependencemovement.ThepeopleoftheGoldCoastwerenotexposedto
severetroubleandhatredduetothecommonhistoryandculture.Theywereproudoftheir
ancestryintheoldempireofGhanaofwhichkepttheirnationalism active.Themajority
(about60%)wereAkanspeakerswhohadspreadtheirculturalinfluencetonon-Akans
suchastheKwawu,EweandGa.Thiscreatedastrongsenseofnationalism,whichwas
witnessedasearlyasthe1930s.Inthecourseofthestruggleforindependence,casesof
ethnicclasheswereabsentintheGoldCoastastherewasnomajorethnicgrouptoclaim
theepitomeofthestruggleforindependenceTraditionalrulerssuchasNanaKobina
NketsiaofEsikaduinWesternregiongreatlysupportedtheCPPledbyNkrumahofthe
Easternregionand hewasalwaysarrested along otherpoliticiansfortheirpolitical
agitationsagainsttheBritishcolonialgovernment.

4. Economically, the Gold Coast was progressive with developed socio-economic
infrastructuresthatfavoredindependencestruggle.Theroadandrailwaysystemswere
welldevelopedwhilethecolonyenjoyedinternationaltradelinksthroughwaterharbours
likeAccra.Thecolonyhadawell-developedroadnetworkthatwasoperatingasearlyas
1910.TheroadsincludedAccraKyebi,Kumase-YejrSalaga-TamaleandNsawanvCape-
Coast-Sekondi among others. Therailroadnetworkwasthefirsttobedevelopedand
by1945,Kumasi,theCentralProvince,Tarkwa,Prestea;TakoroaseandKade(inthe
EasternRegion)wereallconnectedbyrail.ThoughtheBritishgovernmentdevelopedthe
transportsystems to exploitthe economic potentials ofthe colony,and facilitate
administration,they instead facilitated nationalist mobilisations andnationalunity
necessaryforthestruggleforindependence.

.

5. Consequently,therelativeeconomicstatusoftheGoldCoastcontributedtotheearly
independenceoftheWestAfricancountry.Thecountryenjoyedhighincomepercapita
from thecocoaproductionfrom whichtheGoldCoastwastheleadingproducerinthe
wholeworld.Apartfrom cocoaandpalm oilfarming,theeconomywasprogressingwith
majoractivitiesintimberandminingofgold,diamonds,manganeseandbauxite.This
materialism benefitedthenativesandgavethem aneconomicpowertofinancethe
independencestruggle.TheeconomicsuccessoftheGoldCoastthusarousedamong
nationals a strong sense ofstruggle forself-determination thatled to the early
independence.

6. ThewidespreadwesterneducationintheGoldCoastledtotheearlyindependence.By
1946,thecountryhadalargenumberofeliteswhoincludedlawyers,teachers,journalists,
andbusinesspersons.Thisupcomingmiddleclasshadreceivedadvancedprofessional
trainingandcomprisedinfluentialfiguresLikeDr.KwameNkrumah,Dr.J.B.Danquah,
ErnestArko Adjeiand William OforiAttaamong others.Despitetheirhigh education
qualifications,theyweredeniedseniorpositionsoftrustandresponsibilitywhilethose



employed were paid salaries farbelow theirEuropean counterparts.This system of
discriminationembittered(angered)Africaneducatedpatriotswhowereconvincedthat
giventheirqualifications,theywereinnowayinferiortotheeducatedwhites.Theformal
educationthushelpedtounitepeopleofdifferentethnicgroupsandconsciouslyequipped
them toappreciatethepoliticalandsocioeconomicinjusticesofcolonialism.Theystood
fortheirrights,becamesympathetictothemassesandgotinvolvedinmobilization
againstthecolonialsystem.

7. Consequently,theformationandroleofpoliticalpartiescontributedtothestruggles
againstBritishruleintheGoldCoast.Therewerevariouspoliticalpartiesinthecountrybut
attheforefrontweretheUGCCandtheCPP.TheUnitedGoldCoastConvention(UGCC)
wasformed inAugust1947 bytheupperalliesled byprominentSekondibusiness
personneloftheCentralProvinceGeorgeGrant,Dr.Joseph.B.Danquah,ErnestArkoAdjei,
EdwardAkufoAddoamongother.However,theConventionPeoplesParty(CPP)formed
byDr.KwameNkrumahin1949laterhijackedthedominantinfluenceoftheUGCC.The
partiestransformedpassivegrievancesintoactiveagitations.Theypromotedpolitical
awareness through associating with masses alloverthe country,opening up party
branchesinmanydistricts,aswellassettinguppoliticalmachinerytorevolutionarisethe
struggleforself-government.

8. The1948riotsintheGoldCoastexpressedthatthemasseswereripeforindependence.
OnFebruary28,1948,agroupofex-servicemenofWorldWarIImarchedtoAccrato
presentapetitionoftheirgrievancestothegovernorSirGeraldCreasy.ABritishpolice
officersupermtendentLarrayfiredatthemarchingcrowdtodisperseitbutkilledabout
threeofthem includingSergeantAdjeteytheleaderoftheex-servicemen.Thisincident
sparkedoffmoreviolenceinotherPrincipaltownslikeKumasiandtheCapeCoast,during,
whichEuropeanandSyrianshopswerelooted,withovertwelveotherdeathsrecorded.
Thecolonialgovernmentrespondedbydetainingwithouttrialmanypeopleincludingsixof
theUGCC leaders(Dr.KwameNkrumah,Dr.J.B.Danquah,ErnestArkoAdjei,Edward
AkufoAddo,Obetsebi-LampteyandWilliam OforiAtta)forallegedlystirringtheriots.The
arrestoftheUGCCleadersworsenedthesituationthanitsolvedandhencehardenedthe
anti-colonialsentiments.

9. Theroleoftheex-servicemenofWorldWarIIwasequallyresponsiblefortheGhanaian
struggleforindependence.TheGoldCoasthadoverfiftythousand(50,000)ex-servicemen
who by1946 had returned home.The conditions upon theirreturn frustrated and
embitteredthem withgreatunemploymentcausedbyretrenchmentfrom thecolonial
army.Many ofthe promises made by the British colonialgovernmentduring the
recruitmentoftheGhanaianstoserveintheSecondWorldWarwerenotfulfilled.The
Ghanaianrecruitswerepromisedbetterwelfareafterthewar,jobopportunitiesandgood
wages.TheywitnessedthestruggleforindependenceinIndiaandBurnawheremostof
them wenttofightandwithpoliticalanddemocraticexperiencefrom thewar.Theex-
servicemencondemnedtheinferiortreatmentgiventotheGhanaiansandcriticizedtheir
positionassubordinatesofthe'whitecolonialmasters'.Theyspreadthepropagandaof
democracyandfundamentalrights,includingtherighttoself-determination.



10.Consequently,theaftermathofWorldWarIIaffectedtheGoldCoastnegativelyand
causedtheirdesireforindependence.Duringthewar,theBritishcolonialgovernmentof
the Gold Coastpaid less attention to the normalsupplies to supportthe colonial
population.Thecolonythussufferedageneralscarcityofbasicgoodsespeciallythose
importedoverseas.Thisraisedthepricesofsuchgoods,causinginflationandeconomic
hardshipstotheordinarypeople.Thecolonialgovernmentinitiatedthequotasystem,
whichdrovethelocalimportersoutofbusiness.Thisunfavourableeconomicclimatealso
affectedschoolleavers,majorityofwhom wereunabletoacquireemployment. The
unemploymentproblem wasworsened bytheretrenchmentofex-servicemenofthe
SecondWorldWarwhohadreturnedwithexperienceofwesterndemocracy.Theafter
effectsoftheSecondWorldWartherefore,furnishedGhanaiannationalism andprepared
groundforpaidsalariesattainment.

11.ImpactofswollenshootdiseaseintheGoldCoastarousednationalism ofthemasses
againstBritishcolonialism. Theswollenshootdiseaseattackedanddestroyedcocoa
treesatanalarmingrateinthelate1940s.Thepromptedthecolonialgovernmentto
mitateacampaignagainstthecocoadiseasethroughapolicyofcuttingdownallinfected
cocoatreeinordertosavethecocoaindustry.Amidstpoliticalmistrustsandtension,the
country’s population 65% ofwhom were cocoa farmers interpreted the government
campaignagainsttheswollenshootdiseaseasadeliberatemoretoruintheGharnaian
peasantsandinsteadboosindustryinotherBritishtropicalcolonies.Theirarugmentwas
thatifapersonissickwithanysortofdisease,attemptsaremadetocurebutnotkillhim.
ItisonthisgroundthatallfarmersopenlyralliedbehindthestruggleagainsttheBritish
colonialgovernment.

12.ThecontinuedBritishexploitationledtotheearlyindependenceattheGoldCoast.The
BritishmilkedthecountrythroughmonopoliesovermarketingGhanaianfarmersproduce
(cocoa,palm oilandtimber)andmining(gold,diamonds,manganeseandbauxite).They
offeredlow pricestothefarmersandpocketedabnormalprofitsintheprocess.The
Ghanaianfarmershadnocontroloverpricesoftheirproduceevenwhentheyownedthe
plantations.Instead,pricesweredeterminedbyEuropeanbuyingagencieswhofixedprices
atwill,oftenfarbelow theprevailingworldprice.Thiswasalsowitnessedinthemineral
business especially gold and manganese.Thenatives often organised strikes and
demonstrations againstthis exploitation ofthe British butwere unsuccessful.This
increasedtheireconomicgrievancesandhencepreferredimmediateindependence.

13.Impactofthe NationalCongressofBritish WestAfrica led to the struggle forthe
independence ofthe Gold Coast.The congresswasfounded in 1920 bya leading
Ghanaianpatriot,JosephE.CaselyHayfbrdwithamajoraim ofestablishinganinter-
territorialfronttofightforself-rulefortheBritishWestAfricancolonies(i.e.TheGambia,
TheGoldCoast,NigeriaandSierraLeone).Thecongressdemandedthathalfofthe
membersofthelegislativecouncilin each colonybeAfricans,elected to represent
people'sdemands.'andthatthecolonialistsshouldstopinterferingintheselectionof
traditionalrulers.Itagitatedforaclearseparationofthejudiciaryfrom thepoliticalarm of
thegovernorandthatqualifiedWestAfricansbegiventhesameopportunityastheir
Europeancounterparts.Thedemandsofthecongresswerenotachievedimmediately,but
fc theyinfluenced thecolonialconcessionsfrom the1920s,which laterenabled the
attainmentofGhanaianindependence.



14.Theactivitiesoftheyouthmovementsinspirednationalism intheGoldCoast.Therewas
TheGoldCoastYouthConferenceformedin1930,whosemembersincludedJ.B.Danquah,
J.C.de,Graft-Johnson,Dr.Nanka-Bruce and Miss RubyQuartey-Papafio.The Youth
Conferencelargelyfoughtforpoliticalandeconomicreformsandtheremovalofallforms
ofdiscriminationinpublicemploymentandinsocietygenerally.TheotherwastheWest
AfricanYouthLeagueintroducedinthecountryin1934,andwhosemajoractivistswere
non-Ghanaians,I.T.A.WallaceJohnsonfrom SierraLeoneand NnamdiAzikiwefrom
Nigeria.TheYouthLeaguewasmoreradicalandrevolutionary;itdemandedforfull
politicalindependenceforthepeopleandgainedpopularitythroughitsnewspaper,the
African Morning Post that published anti-imperialist articles. Though the youth
movementshadbeenweakenedbeforeWorldWarII,theiractivitieshadwellpreparedthe
mindsoftheGhanaianstotakeuparmsfortheoverthrowofthecolonialsystem.

15.TheconstitutionalchangesbytheBritishcolonialgovernmentafterWorldWarIIprovoked
the Ghanaian desire forindependence.Following continuousdemandsbythe youth
movementsandothernationalistmovements,GovernorSir.AlanBurnsinitiatedanew
constitutionin1946.TheBurnsconstitutionreducedtheofficialandnominatedmembers
ofthelegislativeassemblytotwelve(12)anddoubledtheelectedmembers(allAfricans)
toeighteen(18).From theeighteen,seatsfortheAfricans,thirteenweregiventothe
traditionalchiefswhowereregardedcolonialagents,hencegivingthem astrongervoice
inthelegcoattheexpenseofmasses.Thenew constitutionalsogaveGovernorBurns
reservedpowerstorejectanydecisionbythemajorityinthelegcointheinterestofthe
colonialadministration.Italsorejectedacallbynationalistsforuniversalsuffrageasa
meanstocreateastrongvoiceforthepeopleintheassembly.FailurebytheBurns
constitutiontomeettheaspirationoftheGhanaiansinspiredthem toagitateforself-
determination.Eventhe1951constitutionrecommendedbytheCousseycommissionwas
criticisedbytheGPPandtheex-servicemenasitfavouredchiefsandelitistgroupsthat
were pro-colonialadministration arid hence,could notbe trusted as champions of
independence.

16.Theinfluenceofthe1945PanAfricanCongressatManchestermotivatedtheGhanaian
demandforindependence.PanAfricanism wasintroducedinWestAfricaearlierthan
otherAfricanregions.TheactivitiesofNkrumahandDanquahduringthestrugglefor
GhanaianindependencewereinspiredbypanAfricanism.Dr.KwameNkrumahmetthe
panAfricanistsfirstintheUSAbeforeworkingwiththem laterintheUnitedKingdom
duringthe1945ManchesterConference.NkrumahengagedwithGeorgePadmoreandDr
William EdwardBurdghart(W.E.B)DuBoisinManchestertoorganizeasuccessfulPan
AfricanCongress.(NkrumahandDuBoisworkedassecretariestotheconference).The
conference demanded for immediate African independence,condemned colonial
exploitationinAfrica,andagitatedformassmobilisationthroughpoliticalparties.The
spiritofpanAfricanism enabledNkrumahandDanquahtoincreasetheirpoliticalactivities
gearedtowardsindependence.

17.TheindependenceattainedbyformerBritishcolonialdependentsoutsideAfricainspired
thepeopleoftheGoldCoasttoengageinthestruggleagainstBritishcolonialoppression.
Ireland,IndiaandPakistanwerefreedfrom Britishcolonialism soonafterWorldWarII.In



particulartheacquisitionofindependencebyIndiaincitededucatedAfricansintheGold
CoasttoconcludethattheBritishhadacknowledgedindependencerightsofthecolonial
people.TheGhanaiannationalistsadoptedthetechniquesusedbyIndianstodemandfor
theirindependence,likeGandhiism.Nkrumahadoptedtheuseofdemonstrationsand
boycottstopushforpoliticalreforms.HeformedtheConventionPeople'sPartyand
adoptedthecapoftheIndianNationalCongressastheCPPsymbolandthecatching
coloursfortheflag.

18.TheimpactoftheMau-MauuprisinginKenya(1952-55)threatenedthecolonialiststo
initiatefastpoliticalreforms,whichacceleratedtheindependenceoftheGoldCoast.The
LabourPartygovernmentinBritainlearntalessonfrom Kenyannationalism thatAfricans
werereadytodeviseallmeansofachievingtheirpoliticalrights.TheBritishgovernmentin
LondonconditionedGovernorSirCharlesArden-ClarketoeffectchangesintheGoldCoast
aimedatpreventingtheviolentscenariosimilartothatinKenya.Thecolonialgovernment
increased cooperation with Nkrumah'sinternalautonomousadministration to hasten
politicalandsocio-economicreformsnecessaryforindependence.

19.Theinfluenceofurbanisation accelerated theindependenceoftheGold Coast.The
massesinthecountrysidefrom villageslikeKwawu,Denkyira,Beyin,Konongo,Odaa,and
Nsuta,migrated,inlargenumbersandsettledinurbancentressuchasKumase,Cape
Coast,Accra,Takoladiand Xotoko.These commercialcentres were expanding
tremendouslyduetothesuccessofthecocoaandminingindustries,developmentofthe
transportandcommunicationnetworksandimport-exportbusiness(dominatedbypeople
from Syria,Lebanonand Europe).TheAfricanurbansettlerswerefrustrated bythe
unfavourabletradepolicy,highcostofliving,poorsocialclimate,unemployment,poor
housingfacilitiesanddiscriminationbyforeigners.Manyofthem anxiouslyopposedthe
colonialgovernmentanditsfavoritism policyofthewhites.Theywereeasilymobilized
intopracticalmovementsinordertoresistcolonialism.

20.ThedistinguishedroleofKwameNkrumahfacilitatedthestrugglefortheindependenceof
GoldCoast.Amanwithahumbleandparentagebackground,Nkrumahreturnedhomein
November1947andacceptedthepostofSecretaryGeneraloftheUGCC.Hehadspent
twelveyearsabroad;tenyearsintheUSAwherehewasexposedtoideasofpolitical
science,economicsandMarxism,andtwoyearsintheUKwherehestudiedlaw,political
economyandsocialism andplayedaleadingroleintheWASUandPanAfricanactivities
liketheManchestercongress.Endowedwithvision,courageandyouthfuldynamism,
NkrumahstoodfortheLiberationofhiscountrymenfrom colonialdomination.Through
hischarismaticpersonality,considerable-organisationabilityandthepowerofspeech,he
wasabletopopularizethestruggleamongsttheworkers,civilservants,shopkeepersand
thejoblessschoolleavers.Heusedstrikesandboycottstoparalysethecolonialsystem.
HisdissatisfactionwiththeUGCCpromptedhim tobreakawayandform theCPPonJune
12,1949,TheCPPwasamasspoliticalpartythatledtheGoldCoasttoindependence.

21.ThepressintheGoldCoasthadaninfluenceinpreparingthecountryforindependence.
Thepresshadbecomesignificantinthestruggleagainstimperialism earlybeforeWorld
WarII.TheWestAfricanYouthLeague,ayouthmovementpioneeredbyI.T.A,Wallace



Johnson,aSierra.Leonean,andNnamdiAzikiwefrom Nigeria,startedanewspaperinthe
GoldCoast,theAfricanMorningPost,whichpublishedanti-imperialistarticles.In1948,the
AccraEveningNewsandtheCapeCoastDailyMailwerestartedundertheinfluenceof
KwameNkrumah.Thesenewnationalistdailiesbecamethemajorinstrumentusedbythe
CPP tospreadant-colorspropaganda,andsensitizeandmobilisemassesintheant-
colonialstruggle.Theywerewrittenrawaythatwaseasilyunderstoodbytheordinary
readerwithlittleformaleducation.Themessageofthearticles,thecartoonsandslogans
thatappearedinthetwopapersmettheaspirationsoftheordinaryman,capturedhis
emotionsandinfluencedhim toputinthelittleenergytheyhadinthefighttoendthe
colonialrepressivesystem.Thepressintensifiedpressureforconcessions(reforms)and
promotedthesloganof'Self-governmentNOW,'

22.GovernorSirCharlesArden-Clarke had hiscontribution recognised in the course of
nationalism.SirArden-Clarkebecamethenew governoroftheGoldCoastsometime
beforen-February1951elections.Havingassessedthepoliticalsituationinthecolony,
Arden-Clart-becametactfulinhisdecisionsandpolicies.Indeedhisassumptionofoffice
setthepaceforselfruleintheGoldCoast.ThegovernorallowedKwameNkrumahto
standforelectionevenwhenhewasstillservinghispoliticalprisonsentenceatJames
Fort.TheresultsoftheFebruary1951electionwereamazing;GovernorArdenClarke
statedinhisownwordsthat'Nkrumahandhispartyhadthemassofthepeoplebehind
him.'TheCPPwon34ofthe38seatsopenforpopularelectionbytheelectoralcolleges.
Consequently,thegovernorcourageouslyreleasedhim from prisonandappointedhim
LeaderofGovernmentBusiness,In1952,theExecutivecouncilbecamevirtuallyacabinet,
withNkrumahbecomingthefirstprimeministeroftheinternalselfgovernment.

TheactivitiesofpoliticalpartiestowardstheindependenceoftheGoldCoast
TwopoliticalpartiescontributedtremendouslytothesuccessoftheindependenceoftheGold
Coasti.e.TheUnitedGoldCoastConvention(UGCC)andtheConventionPeople'sParty(CPP

THEUNITEDGOLDCOASTCONVENTION(UGCC)
TheUnitedGoldCoastConvention(UGCC)wasformedinAugust1947bytheupperalliesled
byprominentSekondibusinesspersonneloftheCentralprovince,GeorgeGrant,Dr.Joseph-B
Danquah,ErnestArkoAdjei,andEdwardAkufoAddoamongothers.

ReferenceQuestions:
a) HowdidtheUGCCcontributetothedecolonisationoftheGodCoast?

b) ExplaintheroleoftheUGCCinthegrowthofGhanaiannationalism

c) AssessthecontributionoftheUGCCtotheattainmentofGhanaianindependence
1. TheUGCCwasthefirstmodernpoliticalpartytobeformedintheGoldCoast.Eventhough

itwaspredominantlyofmiddle-classinfluence,theleadershipoftheUGCCputforwardthe
objectiveofachievingconstitutionalreforms,whichwouldleadtoself-governanceinthe
GoldCoast.

2. The leadership ofthe UGCC adopted the slogan of'self-governmentin the shortest
possible time.The partythus,wentahead to criticise the 1946 Burns constitution
introducedbySirAlanwhowasthecolonialgovernorbythen.

3. TheUGCCappointedKwameNkrumahasafull-timeGeneralSecretary.Uponhisreturnt:
GoldCoastinNovember1947,totakeoverhisnewroleintheUGCC,Nkrumahusedhis
charismaticleadership,organisationalabilitiesandoratoricalpowertoattracttheyouths,
civilservantsandworkerstotheUGCC.Bythetimehebrokeawayfrom thepartyin1949,



Nkrumahhadincreasedthepopularityofthepartyandhadbroadenedmassappealfor
independenceacrossthecountry.

4. TheUGCC participatedinthe1948Februaryriots,whichwereaturningpointinthe
struggleforindependenceintheGoldCoast.The1948riotswereablessingindisguiseto
theUGCC;theriotswerefiredbydiscontentsoftheex-servicemenoftheWorldWarII
againsttheBritishcolonialgovernment.Duringtheriots,thepeopleoftheGoldCoast
weremobilisedtoboycotttheBritish,Indian,LebaneseandSyriangoods.TheBritish
reactedviolentlyagainsttheriotersinwhichsomepeoplewereshotdead.Someofthe
topleadersoftheUGCCwerearrestedduringtheriots,whichincreasedmassrecruitment
tothepartyfortheindependencecause.

5. Consequently,thearrestoftheUGCCpoliticalleadersbytheBritishcolonialgovernment
increased the activities ofthe UGCC towards independence.Kwame Nkrumah,Dr.
Joseph.B.Danquah,EdwardAkufoAddo,ErnestArkoAdjei,William OforiAttaandE.
ObetsebiLampteywereallarrestedanddetainedwithtrial,undertheordersofGovernor,
SirGeraldCreasy.Thedetentionofthese'BigSix'worsenedthepoliticalsituationand
causedgeneralunrestinthecountry.Theireventualreleasemadethem nationalheroes
andhence,attractedpopularsympathytowardstheUGCCinitsendeavourstoachieveself
-rulefortheGoldCoast.

6. TheUGCCcondemnedandrejectedtheCousseyconstitutionalreformsof1951.These
werechangesinitiatedbytheconstitutionalcommissionofaboutthirtynineallGhanaian-
membercommitteeledbySirHenleyCoussey,commissionedearlier-oninJanuary1949.
Amongthechangesrecommendedbythecommissionwastheestablishmentofan
executiveandanAfricandominatedParliament.However,theparliamentwouldhave
majoritytraditionalchiefsappointed bythe colonialgovernment.These chiefswere
rejectedbytheUGCCthattheycouldnotbeentrustedwiththemissionforindependence.

7. Thepartyadoptedeffectiveuseofthepresstomobiliseandsensitisethemassesonthe
atrocitiesoftheBritishcolonialregimeandthebenefitsofindependence.TheUGCC
initiallyused theAccraEvening Newsestablished byNkrumahearlieronbeforehis
departuretoform theCPP.Throughthepress,theUGCC leadershipcondemnedthe
discriminationofAfricansinjoballocationanddenyingofAfricanstherighttochoose
theirownnativerepresentatives.

8. TheactivitiesoftheUGCCinfluencedtheestablishmentofarevisedconstitutionissuedby
theBritishcolonialgovernmentofSirCharlesArdenClarkein1954.UnliketheCoussey
constitutionof1951,the1954constitutionprovidedfortheestablishmentofanational
assembly with majority seats open to popularelection by universalsuffrage.This
constitutionwasinstrumentalinacceleratingtheindependenceoftheGoldCoast.

9. TheUnitedGoldCoastConvention(UGCC)whileledbyadynamicKwameNkrumah
openeduppartybranchesinandsetinmotioneffectivepoliticalmachineryinmany
districtsthroughoutthecountry.Thismovemadethepartymorepopularamongthe
people,whowerenowabletoengageinvariouspartyactivities.

10.TheUGCCidentifiedwiththeproblemsofthemassesduringthetimewhenNkrumahwas
theGeneralSecretary.Theseproblemsincludedscarcityofimportedgoods,inflation,
unemploymentand the swollen-shootdisease in cocoa.This move increased the
popularityofthepartyinfightingagainstBritishcolonialism.

11.TheUGCCactedasthemouthpieceofthepeopleoftheGoldCoast.Thepartycomplained
against and condemned the exploitative and oppressive policies of the British



administratorsinthecountry.Consequently,onbehalfofthemasses,thepartydenounced
Britishcolonialism anddemandedfortheimmediateindependenceofGoldCoast.

12.TheUnitedGoldCoastConventionparticipatedinthepre-independenceelectionsof1951,
1954and1956.TheseelectionsincreasedAfricanmembershipinthelegislativeassembly,
givingthem anopportunitytopassamotiondemandingforimmediateindependenceof
theGhanaiansfrom theBritishrepressiveadministration.

THECONVENTIONPEOPLE'SPARTY(GPP)
InJune1949,KwameNkrumahsteppeddownastheSecretaryGeneraloftheUGCCfollowing
ideologicaldifferenceswiththefoundersoftheparty.Nkrumahwasradicalandrevolutionary
inoutlookandbelievedinmassinvolvementintheactivitiesoftheGoldCoastagainstBritish
colonialism.TheleadershipoftheUGCCinfluencedbyDr.JosephB.Danquahwasthreatened
bythegrowingpopularityofNkrumahwithintheUGCC.Nkrumahandhisfollowersconsidered
theUGCCanditsleadershipastooconservativeintheirapproachandlackedtherevolutionary
zealneededtowardsthegoaloftotalindependencethatthemasseswerecravingfor.

ThecontradictionbetweentheaspirationsofNkrumahandtheleadershipoftheUGCCmade
him tobreakawayfrom thepartyandform theConventionPeople'sParty(GPP)inAccraor.
June12,1949.Othermemberswith whom Nkrumah established theCPP included K.A
Gbedemah,KwamenaWelbeck,KroboEduseiandKojoBotsiowithwhom hebrokeawayfrom
theUGCC.TheCPPplayedthefollowingroleinthestruggleforindependenceoftheGold
Coast.
ReferenceQuestions:

a) HowdidtheCPPcontributetothedecolonisationoftheGodCoast?

b) ExplaintheroleoftheCPPinthegrowthofGhanaiannationalism

c) AssessthecontributionoftheCPPtotheattainmentofGhanaianindependence

1. TheCPP adoptedradicalsloganssuchas"Self-GovernmentNOW and"Seekyefirst
politicalindependence,andallotherthingsshallbeaddedtoit."Togetherwithrallydances,
acolourfulflag,andcatchingpartysymbols,thepartyleadershipattractedthousandsand
turnedtheCPPIntoabroad-basedpartythatcutacrossethnicbarriers.Consequently,the
partyeclipsedtheUGCCandtookovertheleadershiproleinthestruggleforindependence.

2. Aftertakingoverthechiefresponsibilityofleadingthecountrytoindependence,theCPP
intensivelymobilizedthenativesagainstBritishcolonialism.TheCPPleadershipworked
tirelessly,withdedication,toexposethecolonialevils,vigorouslydenounceimperialism,
andappealtothemassesformoresupport.Theanti-colonialcampaignsbytheparty
influencedtheearlyinternalself-governmentoftheGoldCoast,whicheventuallyledfull
independencein1957.

3. Thepartyprovidedaframeworkforunity.Apartfrom discouragingethnicdifferences,the
ConventionPeople'sPartyadvocatedfordemocracy,upliftingofpeople'swelfareand
eradicateofallinjusticespracticedbythecolonialgovernmentintheGoldCoast.Unlike
theearlierpoliticalmovementswhoseactivitiesweregenerallyconfinedtothecirclesof
chiefs,themiddleandupperclassesofsociety,theCPPwastherefore,abletothrowits
netwidelytoembracealClassesofpeopleespeciallytheyouthandlow-incomeworkers
andfarmersthroughoutthecountry.

4. Througheffectiveuseofthepress,theCPPmadeaclearroutefortheattainmentof
Ghanaiii'independence.Thepartyusedtwonationalistdailies,theAccraEveningNews



andtheCart-CoastDailyMail.ThesebecamethemajorinstrumentusedbytheCPPto
spreadant-colonspropaganda,andsensitizeandmobilizemassesintheant-colonial
struggle.Thearticlesinthepaperswerewritteninawaythatwaseasilyunderstoodbythe
ordinaryreaderwithlittleformaleducation.Themessageofthearticles,thecartoonsand
slogansthatappearedinthetwopamettheaspirationsoftheordinaryman,capturedhis
emotionsandinfluencedhim toputinthelittlehehadinthefighttoendthecolonial
repressivesystem.Thepressthus,helpedthepartya|callforpositiveaction,nation-wide
strikes,intensifypressureforcolonialconcessions(reform?andpromotethesloganof
'Self-governmentNOW.'

5. TheCPPrejectedtheconstitutionalchangesproposedbytheCousseyreportof1949,
whichNkrumahreferredtoasfraudulent.TheCPPmemberscondemnedtheCoussey
committeeasagroupofpeoplethatwasenlisted(chosen)bythegovernortosingthe
tuneofthecolonialmasters.TheresultantCousseyconstitutionof1951wastherefore,
opposedbytheCPPsinceitfailedtoeliminatethedominantinfluenceofthetraditional
chiefspointedtobymanyGhanaiansasagents.

6. The CPP used Gandhiism and positive action againstBritish colonialism.The party
involvedinresistancebyparticipatinginwidespreadstrikesandriots.In1950,British
schools,shopsandothereconomicventureswereboycottedundertheinfluenceofthe
CPP,whichaffectedtheBritishcolonialgovernmenteconomically.Inthecountryside,the
CPP membersemployedthestrategyofmobjustice,cuttingdowncocoaandrubber
plantations,whichputthecolonialeconomytoastandstill.Theresultwastheweakening
ofBritishcolonialism whilenationalism intheGoldCoastwasstrengthened.

7. Consequently,theCPPemployedconstitutionalmeansofdemandingforindependence.
Thepartydemanded forconstitutionalreforms,engaged thecolonialgovernmentin
discussions and demanded forincreased African representation in the legislative
assembly.The 1954 constitutionalreforms that included the expansion of the
membershipoftheLegislativeassemblyfrom 85to104seatswerepartlyaresultof
pressurefrom theCPP.Inthesameyearthepartyparticipatedinthepre-independence
electionsandscoredanoverwhelmingvictoryof79outof104seats.

8. TheCPPderivedpopularityfrom thearrestofpartyleadersandtheresponseoftheBritish
colonialgovernmenttowardstheradicalism oftheparty.In1950,followingaworkers'sit-
downstrickofJanuary9,provokedbyNkrumahthroughanarticleintheAccraEvening
News,thecolonialgovernmentdeclaredastateofemergency,raidedtheCPPofficesand
arrestedtheeditorsoftheAccraEveningNews,andthepartyleaderswhoincluded
Nkrumah,GbedemahandBetsio.ThearrestoftheleadersoftheCPPmadethem state
heroes and honourably strengthened the party in the course ofthe struggle for
independence.

9. From 1951,theCPP workedcloselywiththecolonialgovernmentintheprocessof
preparingthecountryforindependence.WithNkrumahasthepartyheadandLeaderof
GovernmentBusinessPrimeMinisterfrom 1952),theCPPinitiatedreformsandprepared
theGoldCoastforindependence.TheCPP governmentinitiatedthecuttingdownof
diseasedcocoatreeswhilereplacingthem withstrongresistantstalks.Thiswontheparty
supportofthepeasant.

10.TheCPP participatedinthepre-independenceelectionsof1951,1954and1956.In
February1951,theCPPwon34ofthe38seatsinparliament,openforpopularelectionby
theElectoralCollege.Consequently,NkrumahwaselectedrepresentativeoftheAccra
constituencywiththehighestmajoritywhileinprison.ThevictoryoftheCPPin1951
pavedwayforitsleadershipontheeveofindependenceandledtotheimmediaterelease



ofNkrumahfrom JamesFortprisonby GovenorSirCharlesArdenClarke.Thegovernor
consequentlyappointedNkrumahLeaderofGovernmentBusiness,makinghim abletostir
hiscountrytoindependence.In1954,theCPPwar79ofthe104seatsandin1956general
election;thepartywon71ofthe104seats,areasonablemajoritytoform thefirst
independentgovernmentoftheGoldCoast.

11.TheConventionPeople'sPartydefeatedfavouritism,regionalism aswellassectarian
nationalism intheprocessofdemandingforindependence.Thepartyleadershipworked
closelywiththeAkanspeakersinthesamewaywiththenon-Akanspeakers.Theparty
alsoworkedcloselywiththeex-servicemenofWorldWarII,theworkers,professionalsand
thepeasants,whichpopularizedthestruggleofself-determination.TheCPPwasableto
defeatsectarianpoliticalorganisationsliketheNorthernPeoplesParty(NPP)supported
bytheGonja,Dogombaandothernortherntribes;theNationalLiberationMovement(NLM)
oftheAsante,ledbyKofiAbretaBusia,andsupportedbymanyNorthernAsantechiefslike
AsanteheneBafuorOseiAkotoandtheTogolandCongress(TC)ofmainlytheEweinthe
Trans-Volta Togoland led by DanielChapman,Empraim Amu and Reverend Henri
Kwakume.TheTrans-VoltaTogolandaUN-mandatedterritorytotheBritish,whichthe
BritishannexedtotheGoldCoast.

12.TheCPPleadershipopenedupbranchesofthepartyacrossthecountryasameansto
takethepartyactivitiesclosertothepeople.Thepartysoundedmuchinruralareasinthe
samewaylikeinurbancentres.BrancheswereopenedinAccra,Kumase,theCapeCoast,
TemaandTakoradiJustasliehaddonewhileservingtheleadershipoftheUGCC,
Nkrumaheffectedapoliticmachinerytoco-ordinatebetweenthepartyleadershipinAccra
andthepartybranchy-countrywide.Thus,theCPPwasabletoover-raptheUGCCthathad
concentratedheractivities-intheurbancentres,andamongthemiddleclasscitizens.

13.The CPP leadership accepted the instruments ofpowerfrom the British colonial
governmentandconsequently,ledtheGoldCoasttoindependenceonMarch6,1957.The
new independentnationpreviouslyknownas'theGoldCoast'adoptedthename'Ghana'
courtesyofNkrumah.Thename'Ghana'wasadoptedfrom theancientgloriousempireof
GhanathatwasasuccessintheWesternSudan.InthewordsofNkrumah,thename
'Ghana'was an inspiration forthe future consequently,the CPP formed the first
governmentofthenewindependentstateofGhana.

KWAMENKRUMAHFRANCISKOFINWIA
NkrumahwasbornonSeptember21,1909inNkrofulintheSouthwesternregionoftheGold
Coasttoagoldsmithfather,Mr.MwayiKofiFrancis.Afterhissecondaryeducation,hejoined
Chicwotawherehegraduatedasateacher.Helatertrainedintheology.In1935,Nkrumahleft
forfurtherstudiesintheUSwherehejoinedLincolnandPennsylvaniaforhismastersinArts
andlaterLaw.

TheItalianaggressionagainstEthiopiain1935arousedpanAfricansentimentsinNkrumah;
hisexposuretotheracialproblem inAmerica,butaswell,theideasoflibertymadehim even
moreradical.ThetriptotheUSmarkedaturningpointinhispoliticalcareer.WhileintheUS,
Nkrumahtrained inthedisciplinesofeconomics,philosophy,Marxism,politicalscience,
sociologyandhistory.Theseliberalsubjectsshapedhismoraloutlook.Nkrumahwasan
activememberofAfricaStudentsMovement,whichbroughttogethertheAfricanstudentsin
theUSandCanada.Thisenabledhim toexercisehisskillsofleadershipandmobilisation.

HisintellectualoutlookwasalsoinfluencedbythewritingsofKarlMarxandLeninthusturning
him intoadiscipleofsocialism.HewasalsoinspiredbythephilosophiesofMazziniandthe
PanAfricanideasofMarcusGarcey,GeorgePadmoreandW.E.B.DuBois.



NkrumahadmiredhisAfricanteacher,theprincipalofHwallesCollegeinGhana,Dr.Kweggir
Aggrey,assuch,educationmadeNkrumahnotonlyandintellectualbutalsoarevolution
character.In1945,NkrumahleftNew YorkforLondonwherehecompleteshisacademic
missionalawyer.WhileinEngland,hetooktheoccasiontoparticipateintheOctober1945
PanAfricanCongressinManchester,asaco-secretary.Thisinspiredhim toconsolidatethe
antcolonialcrusadeandlatertakeitbacktoAfrica.

Ontheeveofhisreturnfrom theDiaspora,NkrumahworkedbrieflyasthesecretaryofAfrican
studentsofWestAfricanoriginintheirassociation,theWestAfricanStudentsUnion(WASU).
ThroughtheWASU,NkrumahestablishedlinkswiththeFrenchspeakingWestAfricastudents
suchasLeopoldSedarSengohofSenegalandHouphouetBoignyofIvoryCoast.Healso
startedanewsletter"TheNewAfrican,"inabidtocreateawiderappealfortheAfricancause

TheroleofKwameNkrumahFrancisKofiNwia
Having,spentabouttwelveyearsintheDiaspora,NkrumahreturnedhometotheGoldCoast
inNovember1947.Uponhisreturn,Nkrumahimmediatelysethisfootonthepoliticalladder
byassumingtheroleofSecretaryGeneraloftheUnitedGoldCoastConvention(UGCC),apost
hewasaccordedsoonbeforehereturned.Hismagneticpersonality,ambition,charisma,
organizationalabilityandoratoricalpowermadehim famousacrossthecountry.Theroleof
NkrumahinthestrugglefortheindependenceoftheGoldCoastwasthereforeasfollows:

ReferenceQuestions:
a) DiscusstheinfluenceofFrancisNkrumahduringthestruggleforindependencein

theGoldCoast

b) ExaminetheroleofKwameNkrumahintheattainmentofindependenceinGhana

c) TowhatextentwasNkrumahresponsibleforthedecolonisationofGhana?

1. NkrumahacceptedtheleadershipoftheUGCCastheSecretaryGeneraluponhisreturnto
theGoldCoastin1947.Heusedhispositiontoradicalisetheindependencestruggleinthe
GoldCoast,whichincreasedthepacetowardsindependenceattainment.Hisdynamism
enabledhim toopenuppartybranchesandsetinmotioneffectivepoliticalmachineryin
manydistrictsthroughoutthecountry.Thismovemadethepartymorepopularamongthe
people,whowerenowabletoengageinvariouspartyactivities.Nkrumahrevolutionised
theUGCCtotheenvyoftheveryfounders.

2. Hemadeeffectiveuseofthepresstoextendanti-colonialpropagandatovariouspartsof
thecountryliketheAsanteRegionandtheNorthernRegion.Heestablishedtwonationalist
dailies,theAccraEveningNewsandtheCapeCoastDailyMail.Nkrumahmadesurethat
thearticles,cartoonsandslogans,whichappearedinthesepapers,werewritteninaway
thatwaseasilyunderstoodbytheordinaryreaderwithlittleformaleducation;andthat;they
methisaspirations,capturedhisemotionsandinfluencedhim toputinthelittlehehad;in
thefighttoendthecolonialrepressivesystem.Thepressthus,helpedhim tocallfor
positiveaction,nationwidestrikes,intensifypressureforcolonialconcessions(reforms),
andpromotethesloganof'Self-governmentNOW.'Thismadethemovementagainst
colonialism morepopularamongthemasses.

3. NkrumahworkedhandinhandwithtradeunionsliketheTeachersUnionandtheRailways
Uniontofightforworkers'rightsandconduciveworkingconditionsattheirplacesofwork;
thisstrategywonhim supportofworkerstothestrugglefortheindependenceoftheGold



Coast.Hewasabletocallthedifferentgroupsofworkers,professionalsandfarmersto
PositiveAction,todemonstrateandstrikeagainstthediscriminativelabourpolicyofthe
colonialgovernment.NkrumahwasthebrainbehindtheJanuary9,1950workers'sit-down
strikethatturnedintopoliticalchaos,andthreatenedthecolonialsystem.

4. Heformed thecommitteefortheyouthafterthe1948 riots.Thisyouthcommittee
appealedtotheyoungpeopleandhelpedtoexpandmembershipoftheUnitedGoldCoast
Convention,whichwasavitalsteptowardsthestruggleforindependence.Evenafterhe
lefttheUGCC,Nkrumah'smobilisationstrategytargetedtheyouthespeciallytheschool
leavers,whoselackofjobsafterschoolcompelledtheirangertoopposethecolonial
discriminativesystem thatdeniedthem accesstoemployment.Infact,itwasmuchofthe
incessantdemandandpressurefrom theyouths,whohadbecomehismajorfollowers
thatpromptedhim tobreakawayfrom the,UGCCandform theCPP.Theyouthsupporters
regardedhim 'Osagyefo'theredeemer.

5. Kwame Nkrumah condemned British colonialism,and mobilised and sensitised the
massesabouttheevilsoftheBritishrepressivecolonialsystem.Hemadepoliticaltours
throughoutthecountry,carriedoutpubliclecturesandrallies,whichincitedthemassesto
supporttheindependencestruggle.Hismasspoliticalralliesreachedtheremotestvillages
in the countryside,which he often addressed togetherwith his leading men.This
propagandastrategy,supportedbyaneffectiveorganisationalandpropagandamachinery
out-competedthepoliticalstrategyoftheUGCCleadership.

6. ThearrestandimprisonmentofNkrumahbythecolonialgovernmentboostedhisradical
characterinthestruggleforself-rule.HewasfirstarrestedinFebruary1948withtheother
membersofthe'BigSix'followingtheriotsthatwerefiredbythemarchingoftheex-
servicementothegovernmentheadquartersinAccra.Thearrestofthe'BigSixledtoopen
confrontationbetweenthepeopleandthegovernmentleadingtotheeventualreleaseof
theleaders.In1950Nkrumahwasagainarrestedonchargesofincitingpoliticalchaos
amongtheworkers.ThepersecutionofNkrumahandtheotherleadersoftheGPP
strengthened the party,turned theircause into politicalmartyrdom and graduated
Nkrumahandtheotherprisonerstonationalheroesinthecauseforindependence,hence
boostingthesuccessoftheGPPinthe1951elections.

7. OnJune12,1949,adayafterhebrokeawayfrom theUGCC,Nkrumahformedamore
radicalandrevolutionaryparty,theConventionPeople'sParty(GPP),whichwastoleadthe
countrytoindependence.TheGPPovershadowedotherpoliticalmovementsthatfought
fortheGhanaianindependencebecauseitembracedallgroupsofpeople,youths,workers,
professionals,ex-servicemenamongothers.NkrumahexpressedthevisionoftheGPPin
theslogan'Self-governmentNOW,'openeduppartybranchesthroughoutthecountryand
always-addressedmassralliestotheremotestvillagesineverydistrict.Hetherefore,set
inmotionveryeffectiveorganizationalandpropagandamachineryneverknownintheGold
Coastbefore.

8. Dr.FrancisNkrumahopposedtheCousseyconstitutionalreformsthatwerearesultofthe



CousseyCommitteereportofOctober1949.HereferredtotheCousseyrecommendations
asfraudulentbecausethereportsuggestedanincreasedAfricanrepresentationinthe
LegislativeAssembly,butthat,theAfricanseatswouldbedominatedbytraditionchiefs
whoweretobeappointedbythecolonialregime.ToNkrumahandhisfollowers,the
Cousseycommitteewasjustagroupofpeoplethathadbeenenlisted(chosen)bythe
governortosingthe'tuneofthecolonialmasters!’Nkrumah'sobjectiontotheCoussey
reportwasthefoundationforPositiveActionofJanuary9,1950thatforcedtheBritishto
carryoutmorepoliticalreforms.

9. Dr.Nkrumahlaunched"APositiveActioncampaign"againstcolonialism.Thecampaign
educatedmassesontheuseofstrikes,boycotts,demonstrationsandcivildisobedience
againstthecolonialpolicies.ThesuccessandpopularityofNkrumah'sPositiveAction
campaignwasdemonstratedonJanuary9,1950,when(throughtheAccraEveningNews)
hecalleduponworkersalloverthecountrytostageasit-downstrikeasasignoftheir
supporttothedemandforanendtocolonialadministration.Allworkersinthecountry
joinedthesit-downstrikeNkrumahandmostoftheCPPleadersandtheeditorialteam
wererounded-up,triedan:imprisoned.Thisincreasedthepopularityoftheindependence
movement.

10.AsleaderoftheCPP,KwameNkrumahacceptedthepositionofLeaderofGovernment
Businessin1951,afterreleasefrom JamesFortprison.Thisfollowedthesuccessofthe
CPPintheconcludedelection,winning34ofthe38seatsintheLegislativeAssembly,with
NkrumaiwinningaseatinAccrawiththehighestmajorityinthewholeelection.He
becamePrimeMinisterin1952andinitiatedreformsintheGoldCoastlikeimprovement
ininfrastructureestablishmentoftheVoltaRiverProjectandmanyotherreforms.This
fastpacefortheeconomicandsocialdevelopmentofthecountryconvincedthepeople
thatNkrumahandtheCPPweresignificantinthestruggleforfullindependenceofthe
GoldCoast.

11.NkrumahsupportedfarmersintheGoldCoastinthefightagainsttheswollen-shoot
diseasewhichwasaffectingcocoaproductioninthecountry.Heencouragedfarmersto
cutdowninfectedcocoatreesandgavethem new improvedandresistantstalksforre-
plantingorcompensatedthem inmonetaryterms.Thesepositiveincentivesmadeby
Nkrumahrehabilitatedcocoaforming,improvedonthelivelihoodofthefarmersandmade
hiscampaignacceptabletothemasses.

12.InnewhispositionasPrimeMinisteroftheinternalself-government,Nkrumahimprovedc:
socialservicedeliveryinthecountry.Theseserviceshadbeenbadlyneglectedbythe
colonialgovernmentandwerethedominantcauseofpeople'sdiscontentthatmadethem
tofightanden:thecolonialsystem.Nkrumahextendedhealthservicestoruralareasand
providedfreeuniversalprimaryeducation(UPE)tochildrenbelow twelveyears.Healso
extendedwaterandtotheruralcommunity.Thismovewonhim masssupportintheGold
Coast.

13.Nkrumahdefeatedtribalism duringtheindependencestrugglebyencouragingnational



unityamong the masses.He worked with allleaders ofethnic based parties and
movementssuchasTogolandProgressivePartythatwaspromotingthesecessionof
BritishTogoland.NkrumahreconciledwiththeNationalLiberationMovement(NLM)ofthe
AsanteledbyKofiA.Busia,whowassupportedbyAsanteheneBafuorOseiAkototo
advocate forthe federalsystem ofgovernance againstNkrumah's unitary system.
Becauseofhisvisionaryleadershipandcharismaticpersonality,theCPPwonsympathy
from traditionalrulerssuchasNanaKobinaNketsiaofEsikadufrom theWesternregion.

14.NkrumahcooperatedwiththecolonialauthoritiesunderGovernorSirCharlesArdenClarke
luringtheprocessofpreparingtheGoldCoastforindependence.Nkrumahwasatfirst
reluctanttoworkwithArdenClarke,butlaterrealisedthathim andtheGovernorhadthe
sameobjective,theattainmentoffullself-governmentforthecountry.Nkrumahandthe
governorbegantoestablisha'measureoftrust'asopposedtoworkingagainsteachother.
The mutualunderstanding between Kwame Nkrumah and GovernorArden Clarke
influencedtheBritishtoaccepttheGhanaiandemandsputbeforethecolonialgovernment.

15.HeledtheConventionPeople'sParty(CPP)toparticipateinthe1954and1956elections,
whichprecededindependence.Nkrumah'sCPPwonoverwhelmingmajorityparliamentary
seatsinthetwoelections,bringingindependencecloserinsight.In1954,theCPPwon79
ofthe104seats;thatis76%majority.Inthe1956generalelection,thepartywon71ofthe
104seats,areasonablemajorityofnearly70%,makingitinevitabletoform thefirst
independentgovernmentoftheGoldCoast.

16.Nkrumahdemandedforthe(full)independenceoftheGoldCoast,firstin1953andlaterin
1956.InJuly1953,heintroducedamotioninparliamentdemandingfullself-government
withoutdelay.HewasimpatientwiththeconstitutionthathadlefttheGovernorwith
controlofthepolice,thejudiciary,finance,defenseandforeignaffairs,andabsolute
powerstopresideovercabinetmeetings,aswellasenforceorrejectlawsuponhiswill.
Nkrumahtherefore,influencedthenew constitutionof1954thatgavethecountryfull
internalself-governmentwithanall-Africancabinet.In1956,hetabledanothermotionin
parliamentadvocatingfortotalindependenceofthecolony.ThisinfluencedtheBritishto
organisethefinalgeneralelectioninJulythesameyear,withNkrumah'sCPPwinning71
ofthe104parliamentaryseats.Hence,theBritishRoyalgovernmentacceptedtheGhana
IndependenceActonFebruary7,1957.

17.NkrumahtheleaderoftheCPPreceivedtheinstrumentsofindependence(power)from
theBritishcolonialgovernmentonMarch6,1957.Thenewindependentnationpreviously
knownasthe'GoldCoast'adoptedthename'Ghana'courtesyofNkrumah.Thename
'Ghana'wasadoptedfrom theancientgloriousempireofGhanathatwasasuccessinthe
WesternSudan.InthewordsofNkrumah,thename'Ghana'wasaninspirationforthe
future.Consequently,theCPPformedthefirstgovernmentofthenewindependentstate
ofGhanawithKofiFrancisKwameNkrumahNwiaasthePrimeMinister.

THEIMPACTOFGHANA’SINDEPENDENCEONPANAFRICANNATIONALISM)
TheGoldCoastassumedthename'Ghana'ontheeveofindependence.OnMarch6,1957,
Ghanabecamethefirstblack-AfricanstatesouthoftheSaharatoattainindependence;and
thefirsttropicalcolonialterritorybothinAfricanandtheCaribbeantogetridofcolonialrule



anddomination.Inarelatedcontext,Dr.KwameNkrumah,theGhanaianfirstleaderanda
giftedPanAfricanistbecamedescribedas'thestarofAfrica'sdestiny'whosedeliveranceof
theGoldCoasttoindependencelitatorchofhopethatbecameaninspirationfortherestof
colonialAfrica stillfighting forself-determination.The contribution ofNkrumah and
independenttowardsPanAfricanism andAfricannationalism isasfollows:

Reference
a) OfwhatimpactwasGhana'sindependenceonthedevelopmentofPanAfricanism?

b) DiscusstheimportanceofGhana'sindependencetoPanAfricanism

c) HowfardidGhanacontributetothegrowthanddevelopmentofPanAfricanism?

1. ThepoliticalvictorygainedbyGhanaiansinfluencedothernationalistsintherestofAfrica
whocametorealisethatthestruggleagainstcolonialism hadstartedbearingfruits.Once
BritishgrantedindependencetotheGoldCoastin1957,itbecamedifficultforthesame
colonialmasterstodenyotherAfricansubjectswhatshehadalreadygrantedelsewhere.
AstheAfricanintensifiedtheiranti-colonialcrusade,theBritishpreparedtowithdrawfrom
Africa.ThereforewithGhanaindependent,othercountriesespeciallyofWestAfricalike
Nigeria,FrenchWestAfrica,SierraLeoneandevenGambia,smallasitwas,couldnotbe
deniedindependence.

2. Afterindependence,Ghanabecameasafemeetingplaceforanti-colonialgroupsinAfrica.
UponhissuccessofdeliveringGhana'sindependence,Nkrumah'smainambitionwasnow
toturnAccraintoacentreofAfricanliberation,andprovideabasefrom whichnationalist
leadersfrom colonialAfricacoulddraw supportandencouragement.Nationalistslike
PatrickLumumba(BelgianCongo),HastingsKamuzuBanda(Nyasaland),JuliusNyerere
KambalageofTanganyikaandRobertMugabe(SouthernRhodesia)amongothersmade
visitstoAccratomeetwithandgetpoliticalinspirationfrom Nkrumah.Therefore,Ghana
hadbecomeafocalpointfrom whichanti-colonialideasandpropagandaspread.

3. Ghanainfluencedanti-colonialsentimentsintheFrenchcoloniesofWestandEquatorial
Africabetween1958and1960.ThesestatesthatcameunderGhanaianinfluenceincluded
Senegal,(French)GuineaConakry,IvoryCoastandCongoBrazzaville.Theylearntfrom
Ghanaand increased theirdemand forindependence.NkrumahofGhanapersonally
influencedAhmedSekouToureof(French)GuineaConakrytovoteagainsttheFrench
federation in the De-Gaulle referendum of1958.Consequently,Guinea acquired her
independenceinOctober1958.Ghanawentaheadtoextendfinancialandhumanitarian
assistancetoGuineauptoatuneof$10millionfortenyears.Thiseconomicgestureby
NkrumahfollowedtheFrenchdeparturecancellingtheireconomicaidtoGuineaaswellas
withdrawingtheirpersonnel.

4. Nkrumahtookthelead inthemovementtowardsregionalcooperationinAfrica.In
November1958,heinitiatedtheestablishmentoftheunionofGhanaandGuinea.Withits
motto'IndependenceandUnitytheunionofthesetwocountrieswastobethenucleusof
afuture'UnionofIndependentAfricanStates,'andthiswasopentoanyAfricanstate.It
laterbecametheGhana-Guinea-MaliunioninApril1961afterModiboKeitaagreedtojoin



KwameNkrumahandAhmedSekouToure.Thispoliticaluniongaveapracticalstep
towardsthepoliticalunionofAfricanstatesasthebestwayofstrengtheningAfricanunity
andresistneo-colonialism.

5. IndependentGhanaorganisedthefirstconferenceofindependentAfricanstatesinApril
1958.NkrumahinvitedthesevenotherindependentAfricanstates,Egypt,Ethiopia,Liberia,
Libya,Morocco,theSudanandTunisia.Theconferencediscussedmeansofsafeguarding
independentstrengtheningeconomicandculturaltiesbetweenthesecountries,andhow
theywouldcontributetoworldpeace.TheindependentAfricanstatesagreedonworkable
arrangementsforhelpingAfricanstatesstillfightingforself-rule.

6. InDecember1958,NkrumahandGeorgePadmoreorganisedthefirstAll-AfricanPeople’s
Congress (AAPC) in Accra,after the Accra conference of /independent African
governmentofApril1958.Overtwo hundred delegatesrepresenting aboutsixty-two
nationalistgroups from twenty-eightterritories stillundercolonialrule attended the
colonialdominationgainedmuchinspirationandencouragement,andtherefore,returned
homedeterminedtofreetheircountries.

7. Consequently,BelgianCongocaughtthefeverofGhanaiannationalism,whichcontributed
toherindependence.Inparticular,PatriceLumumbareturnedtoBelgianCongoafterthe
All-AfricanPeoplesConferenceinGhana,tremendouslyimpressedbythecontactshehad
madeandthepoliticalstrategieshehadacquired.Soon,heledhisMovementNational
Congolais(MNC)toorganisepoliticalralliesinLeopoldville(Kinshasa)andotherareas.He
increasinglydemandedfaranimmediateendtoBelgianruleinthecolony.Thusfrom
Ghana,Lumumbagotthesupportheneededtoimplementhisdemandforindependence.

8. IndependentGhanacontributedtothebridgingofthegapbetweentheArabNorthandthe
NegroSouthofAfrica.NkrumahwasaunifyingfactorbetweenArabandBlackAfrica.He
worked intensely with AbdelNasser,and the Algerian provisionalgovernmentto
harmonise the historicaldifferences between the Arabs and the Negroes.Nkrumah
commendedthattheSaharadesert,whichdividesbetweenNorthAfricaandSubSaharan
Africashouldinsteadbeconsideredaconsolidatingfactorofcontinentalunity.

9. HeworkedtirelesslytobringunityontheAfricancontinent.Nkrumahplayedaleadingrole
inpreparinggroundsfortheformationoftheOrganisationofAfricanUnity.Thespiritof
Pan-Africanism wasalso witnessedwhenGhanaparticipatedinthereconciliationof
MonroviaandCasablancagroups,leadingtotheeventualformationoftheOrganisationof
AfricanUnity(OAU)in1963.AwareofthepositionofmembersofMonroviagroup,
Nkrumahabandonedhisproposalforanall-Africangovernmentwithacommondefense
system,common currencyand a union legislature.The resultofhis move was a
conferenceofindependentAfricanstatesatAddisAbabainMay1963,atwhichtheOAU
emerged.

10.Onacquiringindependence,thenewstateofGhanajoinedtheCommonwealthofNations
and consequentlybecameoneoftheforcesthatputpressureon theBritish Royal



governmenttograntindependencetohercoloniesinAfrica.Thissameinfluencewas
carried forward byGhana to the UN General;Assembly.In September1960,while
addressingtheUnitedNations,NkrumahremindedtheGeneralAssemblyofthetwo
hundredmillionAfricanscryingforafreeAfrica.Inhiswordshesaid,“...Onecardinalfact
ofourtimeisthemomentousimpactofAfrica'sawakeninguponthemodernworld...
ThetideofAfricannationalism constitutesachallengetothecolonialpowerstomakea
justrestitutionfortheyearsofinjusticeandcrimecommittedagainstourcontinent...All
ourcontinentisdemandingisthatAFRICAMUSTBEFREE.”

11.NkrumahtheleaderofGhanacondemnedthespiritofsecessionism inAfrica.Ghana
playedagreatroleindefeatingtheKatangasecessioninCongo(1960-64).Hecalledupon
AfricanleaderstoopposethecapitalistinfluenceintheCongo,whichencouragedMoise
Tshombe,theprovincialgovernorofKatangatosecedefrom theform Belgiancolony.In
particular,NkrumahledtheCasablancagrouptosupportastrongcentralgovernmentin
the Congo underthe radicalPatrice Lumumba againstthe Katanga secessionist
movementof the pro-western Moise Tshombe.His idea was to maintain large
independentAfricanstatesthanencouragingbalkanisation.

12.Ghana gave physicalsupportto liberation movements in Africa.Nkrumah strongly
supportedtheNationalLiberationFront(FLN)inAlgeriaatatimewhentheformerFrench
WestAfricancoloniesexpressedanegativeattitudetowardstheAlgeriancause.Inthe
1960conferenceofAfricanleadersheldinAccra,Nkrumahledadiscussionaboutthe
dangersoftheprotractedAlgerianconflict.Hedidnotonlyprovidefinancialandmilitary
assistancetotheFLN,butalsototheAfricanIndependencePartyofGuineaBissauand
CapeVerde(PAIGC).ThecountryalsoofferedfacilitiesinGhanatohelptrain'freedom
fighters'tooverthrowtheircolonialmasters.GhanawasasafeHaventopoliticalleaders
facingcolonialpersecutionforexample,AmilcarCabralofGuineaBissau.

13.NkrumahofGhanaadvocatedfortheUnitedStatesofAfrica(OneAfricanCommunity)as
proposedforbythepioneersofPanAfricanism ledbyMarcusGarvey.Inhiswordsduring
theopeningoftheAll-AfricanPeoples'Congressin1958,Nkrumahstatedthat,"Todayis
independence;tomorrow istheUnitedStatesofAfrica."Hedesiredforafederated
Africancontinentunderonepoliticalleadership,acommondefensesystem underan
Africanhighcommand,aunionlegislaturewithtwohousesofparliamentandacommon
currency.

14.Consequently,Ghanajoinedtheagitationfortheadoptionoftheideologyof"positive
neutrality"(the Non-alignmentpolicy)byAfrican states.The ideologywasaimed at
disassociatingAfricafrom theinfluenceofcoldwarpoliticsofthesuperpowers.Nkrumah
likeNasserwasafoundermemberoftheNon-alignedmovement(NAM)togetherwith
JawaharlalNehruofIndia,JosephTito ofYugoslaviaandSurkano ofIndonesia.He
encouragedAfricanleaderstotakethenon-alignedstandandfollow'positiveneutralism'
asamovetoredeem Africafrom theyearsofoppressionandrepression,whichthe
continenthadsufferedformorethanacenturyunderthecolonialsystem.



15.Nkrumah'sGhanabecamethefirstcountryafterEgyptto recognisethedangersof
neo¬colonialism in Africa.Nkrumah went ahead to warn the new independent
governmentsofAfricato protectand defend theirindependenceawayfrom foreign
influence.Hecondemnedtheevilsofneo-colonialism andcalleduponAfricanleadersto
worktogetherandresisttheexternalforcesfrom thewesternworldthatlookedup-to
balkanizing(dividing)thecontinentintosmallindividualstateunits,usethem aspolitical
andeconomicpawn(instruments),'andkeepAfricansdividedandbackward.In1960,
NkrumahorganisedaconferenceofAfricanleaders,whichamongotherresolutionstooka
firm standagainstEuropeanpowersusingAfricansoilasatestinggroundfornuclear
weapons.HecondemneddeGaulle'stestingofnuclearbombsintheSaharaandAlgeria.

16.Onreceivingtheinstrumentsofindependence,Nkrumahmadeamovingspeechthat
showedhisstrongattachmenttowardsthePanAfricanMovement.Hedeclared-“Ghana's
independenceismeaninglessunlessitislinked up withthetotalliberationofthe
continentAfrica.”SuchdeclarationbecameaninspirationtotherestofcolonialAfricastill
fightingfortheirownindependence.ItisuponthisbackgroundthatNkrumahtookthe
initiativeinthecauseofAfricanliberation,inthepursuitofhispassionatedesiretosee
totalremovalofcolonialruleinAfrica,andtobringaboutpeaceandunityonthecontinent.

17.ManyliberationmovementsinAfricagotdirectencouragementfrom thesuccessofthe
CPPinattainingtheindependenceoftheGoldCoast.InSouthAfrica,RobertSobukweand
othernationalists founded the Pan AfricanistCongress (PAC)in 1959 in a bid to
consolidatethestruggleagainstapartheid.Similarly,inBritishCentralAfrica,political
organisationswereformed to challengewhitedomination:theyincluded theMalawi
CongressParty(MCP)ofNyasalandformedin1959whoseactivitieswerealsomotivated
bythesuccessoftheCPP.

18.InNovember1959,almostayearaftertheAll-AfricanPeoplesConference,Ghanahosted
theAll-AfricanTradeUnionsconference,whichledtotheemergenceoftheAll-African
TradeUnionFederation.NkrumahemphasisedthatAfricacouldneverbefullyindependent
oftheformercolonialpowersunlessitwasstrong,andthatAfrica'sstrengthwasnotonly
inpoliticalbutalsoeconomicunity.

19.ThegovernmentofKwameNkrumah wentahead to offergenerousscholarshipsto
studentsfrom otherAfricancountriesinGhana'seducationinstitutions.Thiswastoassist
inaidingpersonneltrainingschemesoftheseAfricancountries.Thebenefitingstates
includedAlgeria,Guinea.SierraLeone,Nyasaland(Malawi)andEastAfrica.

Note:KwameNkrumah'spanAfricanspiritwasstrongerthanhiscommitmenttohisroleas
theleaderofGhana.Hisdownfallin1966wasmostlyduetodevotingmuchofhistimeto
African(panAfricanaffairs)attheexpenseofdomesticproblemsinGhana.Thus,hewas
regardedinAfricanfirstandGhanaiansecond.

ACHIEVEMENTSOFNKRUMAHANDTHEGPPGOVERNMENT(1951-66)
ReferenceQuestions-
a) ExaminethecontributionofKwameNkrumahtothehistoryofGhana
b) AssesstheperformanceoftheCPPgovernmentbetween1951and1966



c) TowhatextentdidNkrumahlivetotheexpectationsofthepeopleofGhana?
d) HowsuccessfulwasNkrumah'sadministrationupto1966?

NKrumahandtheCPPassumedthearmsofgovernmentofaninternallyself-governingGold
Coastin1951atatimeofrisingpricesofcocoa,thechiefexportcommodityonwhichthe
countrylargelydepended.TheadministrationofNkrumahalsoinheritedatreasuryoftwo
hundredmillionpoundsinforeignreserves.Withaspiritofdynamism andprospectsof
independence,theCPPgovernmentembarkedonanumberofhighlyambitiousbutsuccessful
developmentalprojects.

1. Theinternalself-governmentofNkrumahproclaimedafive-yeardevelopmentplanofone-
hundredandtwentymillionpoundsinthefirstyearofadministration.Thisreplacedaten-
yearplan ofmeretwelvemillion poundsestablished bythecolonialgovernmentof
GovernorAlanBurnsin1946.Nkrumahimportedcapitalequipmentandexpertpersonnel,
andtrainedlocalexpertisetohelpimplementhisfive-yearplan.Nkrumah'splantargeted
improvementinruralcommunityservicedeliveryineducation,healthandwatertothe
satisfactionofpeople,modernizationofagriculture,industrialisationandtransportand
communication.Thecolonialgovernmenthadignoredallthese.

2. ReformsintransportnetworkwerethemostimpressiveofNkrumah'sgovernment.From
1951,severalroadswerebuiltorexpanded.ThemostimportantwereAccra-Takoradi-
AxinrTarkwahighway,thetrunkroadfrom KumasetoTamaleandbeyondinthenorthand
the Accra-Kumase trunk road.A railwayline connecting Kotoko from Achiase was
completedtoreducethejourneybetweenSekondi-TakoradiandAccra-Kumase.Anew
harbouratTemawasbuiltwhiletheoldoneatTakoradiwasexpanded.Anotherrail-line
wasalsobuiltfrom AchimotatotheTemaharbour.In1958,ashippingline(theBlackStar
Lone)wassetupwhileinthesameyeartheNkrumahadministrationestablishedthe
GhanaAirwaysCorporation,breakingawayfrom theWestAfricanAirways.TheAdome
BridgeandSogankopeBridgewereconstructedontheVoltaRivertolinktheVoltaRegion
withtherestofthecountry.Thedevelopmentsintransporthence,facilitatedtrade.

3. Nkrumahcraved formoderncommunicationfacilitiesinhiscountry.Hemighthave
concentratedmuchoftheresourcestoimproveontransportandfacilitatesocialservices
intheruralareas;however,hesparedsomeforimprovementinthefieldofcommunication.
Hisgovernmentestablishedandmodernisedradioandtelevisionservicestoensuremass
education,entertainmentandinformation.Thetelephoneandwirelesstelegraphysystems
builtinthecolonialdaysweremodernisedandtremendouslyexpanded.Thegovernment
alsointroducedautomaticcommunicationservices,whichlinkedmanyimportanttowns
andcities.

4. TheCPPgovernmentinitiatedtheconstructionofthehydroelectricpowerdam attheVolta
River.TheVoltaRiverhydroelectricprojectwasaimedatpromotingprogressivemodern
mdustrialisationinGhana.NkrumahcommissionedtheVoltaRiverprojectin1961andthe
dam wasfunctioningbyJanuary1966,amonthbeforeNkrumahwasoverthrown.He
securedfinancialassistancefrom theSovietUnionforthispowerdam project,whichwas
stationedatAkosomboandbuildbyanItalianconstructionfirm.Apartfrom supporting
theindustrialsector,theelectricitygeneratedatAkosombohelpedtosolvethedomestic
needsandby1980,itwasearningexportincomesfrom theRepublicofTogoandBenin



whoimportedit.

5. The administration ofNkrumah ensured effective industrialdevelopmentforGhana
compared to the colonialgovernment.The industrialpolicy in the colonialdays
emphasizedprimaryindustriesmakingtheGoldCoastasourceofraw materialsfor
exporttofeedthemanufacturingIndustriesinEngland.Onassuminggovernmentcontrol,
theCPPleaderstookmeasurestoensurethatmuchoftherawmaterialswerereserved
forthelocalindustries.Manufacturingindustrieswereestablishedandencouragedwith
incentivesliketaxexemptions,especiallyonimports,industrialmaterialsandcapital
equipment.TheGhanaIndustrialHoldingCorporation(GIHOC)wassetuptocontrolstate
industrialenterprisesmanufacturingandmarketinggoodsforbothlocalconsumptionand
export.To ensure effective production of essentials like safety matches,sugar,
pharmaceuticalproducts,fishing vessels,detergentsand textiles,thegovernmentof
Nkrumahenteredintopartnershipwithothermanufacturingsectors.

6. TheCPPgovernmentdevotedmucheffortandresourcestoagriculturaldevelopment.Well
awareoftheimportanceofagricultureasthebasisofthecountry'seconomy,the
governmentofNkrumahcommittedtomodernisinganddiversifyingthesector.Tosolve
over-relianceonorecrop,cocoa,thegovernmentintroducedawiderangeofcropslike,
maize,yam,sugarcane,groundnuts,Shea-nut,coffee and palm oilforboth local
consumptionandexportandrsupplementproductionofindustrialrawmaterials.AState
FarmsCorporationwasestablishto encouragelivestockfarming,particularlypoultry,
cattleandsheepfarming.Teachingofagriculturalscienceininstitutionsanduniversities
wasemphasised,whileexperimentalfarm stationsweresetuptogivetheagricultural
supportingstaffprofessionalandpracticaltrainingandtotrainfarmersinmodernfarming
methods.ThegovernmentsetupaSoilResearchinstituteatKwadasonearKumaseto
helpinmappingoutsuitablelandsforagriculturethroughouttheGoldCoast.

7. PrimeMinisterNkrumah helped to fighttheswollen-shootdiseasethatwasheavily
affectingthecocoaindustry.Focusingmainlyonrehabilitatingcocoafarminginthe
country,hepromotednationwidecampaignagainstthecocoadiseasebyencouraging
farmerstocutdowndisease:cocoatreeswithcompensationofeithernewimprovedand
resistantstalksforre-planting orthegovernmentpaid farmersmoneyequivalentof
damages.ThesepositiveincentivesmadebyNkrumah'sgovernmentrehabilitatedcocoa
farmingandimprovedonthelivelihoodoftitfarmers.In1952,the;CPP"governmentsetup
theCocoaPurchasingCompanytohelpinreducingthemonopolyofforeignfirmslike
CadburyandFry,overthepurchaseofcocoaproduce,whiletheoperationoftheCocoa
MarketingBoardwasalsoexpanded.TheCocoaPurchasingCompanyofferedfinancial
assistancetofarmersinform ofloanstofacilitatethem duringoff-seasons.

8. Nkrumah'sCPPgovernmentwasequallyprogressiveinpromotingthewelfareofGhanaian
Awareoftheacuteshortageofaccommodationcausedbytheconcentrationofindustries
andotherdevelopmentsincitiesandbiggertowns,thegovernmentembarkedona
housingschemeE solvetheproblem.A MinistryofHousingwasestablished,which
createdtheStateHousingCorporationthatembarkedona$2.5millionhousingprojectin
thetownshipsofAccra,CapeCoast,Takoradiand Kumase.Thehousesbuiltbythe
corporationweresoldtoindividuals22hirepurchaseorlet-outtolowincomeearnerson
rentalbasis.Intheruralcommunities,thegovernmentsetuparuralhousingloans



schemeandtheFirstGhanaBuildingSociety,whichassistedpeopletobuildorbuytheir
ownhousesthroughamortgagescheme.

9. Reforms in the education system were: commendable. In 1961,the Nkrumah
governmentthefirstintheBlackworldtostarttheUniversalPrimaryEducation(UPE)
program.Thiswarifree-tuitioneducationschemecoveringchildrenbelow12years,which
waslaterextendedsecondaryandtertiarycircles.Primaryenrolmentmultipliedtoovera
millionfrom arc--.153,360pupilsin1951.Thisprogram wenthandinhandwithprovision
offreematerialstextbooks.TheGhanaEducationTrustwasestablished,tobuildand
manage schools and college across the country.The governmentestablished the
UniversityofScienceandTechnology(1952)andanotherUniversityatCapeCoast(1962).
By1964,sixteenteachertrainingcollegeshadbeenbuilt.TheNationalResearchCouncil
wasfoundedin1958toencourageresearch.Thegovernmentalsoencouragedadult
literacythroughthePeople'sEducationalAssociationundertheUniversityofGhana.
Specialscholarshipswereissuedtostudenttogoabroadandacquirespecialskills.The
resultoftheeducationreformswasthereductioninilliteracyandcreationofqualified
workforceforindustriesandcivilservice.

10.Healthserviceswerealsoexpandedwiththemostoutstandingbeingthebuildingoftwo
regionalhospital,theEfiaNkwantaHospitalestablishedinSekondi-Takoradiandthe
OkomfoAnqkye,hospitalinKumaseestablishedatacostof$1.5million.Polyclinicswere
openedupintownstode-congestthebighospitals,whiledistricthospitalsandclinics
werealsobuiltinmanyruralareaslikeAccratobringthehealthservicesclosertothe
people.ThegovernmentofNkrumahalsoprovidedmodernequipmentandfacilitiesto
hospitalsbuiltinthecolonialdays.AmedicalschoolwasestablishedinAccraandmany
nursingschoolsweresetupthroughoutthecountrytosalvetheproblem ofinadequate
doctors.

11.TheNkrumahadministrationreformedthelocalgovernmentsystem.Districtandurban
councils were introduced where two-thirds oftheiradministrative posts were made
elective.Thesecouncilswereinchargeoflocalneedsanddevelopmentssuchasthe
feederroads,waterservices,marketsandeducation.Theyreceivedoperationalgrants
directlyfrom thecentralgovernment.Intheruralcommunities,thegovernmentusedlocal
councils to initiate the spiritofcommunalism,which ensured the success ofrural
developmentprogramsliketheRuralFeederRoadsSchemethatmaintainedvillagetrunk
roadsconnectingtodistrictsandothercommercialcentres.

12.Consequently,theCPPgovernmentAfricanisedadministrationthecivilservice.From the
1950swhen'Ghana'gainedcontroloverthenationalaffairs,Nkrumah'sgovernmentdrew
upacomprehensiveplantopromoteawelfarestatecompletelyrunbythenatives.He
introduced a policyknown asthe Accelerated DevelopmentEducation Plan with an
objectivetotraininlargenumbersthepersonnel(labourpower)withtherequiredskillsnot
onlyforgeneraladministrationbutalsoforindustry,andtheeconomicandsocialservices
intheindependentGhana.Ontheeveofindependence,Africanshadreplacedoverthree
thousandtopEuropeanexperts.Therefore,thenativeshadlearnttomanagetheirown
affairs.



13.AftertakingoverthepowerfulpositionasPrimeMinisteroftheinternalself-government,
Nkrumahintroducedsoundingconstitutionalreforms.In1953,Governor-generalArden
ClarkeandPrimeMinisterNkrumahcommissionedacommitteeledbyVanLare,oneof
Ghana's old politicians to do politicalmapping and assistin re-demarcating the
constituenciesinthecountry.OnrecommendationsoftheVanLareCommission,the
Nkrumahadministrationintroducedanew constitutionin1954,whichresultedinthe
formationofaLegislativeAssemblyof104membersfrom 85members.Alltheseatsin
theassemblyweretobecontestedforinageneralelectionandmembersvoteddirectlyby
universaladultsuffrage.ThecabinetwasmadeanswerabletotheAssembly.

14.The defeatofregionalism,sectarianism and ethnic nationalism was a significant
achievementforNkrumahandtheCPPgovernment.Between1954and1956,aboutseven
otherpoliticalpartiesteameduptoopposetheCPPgovernment.TheyincludedtheUGCC,
theNorthernPeoplesParty(NPP)ledbychiefsJ.A.BraimahandYakubuTali;theGhana
CongressParty(GCP)ledthenbyKofiA.Busia,theMuslim AssociationParty(MAP),and
theTogoCongress.(TOthatwaspromotingthesecessionofBritishTogoland.Afterthe
1954electionwonbytheCPP,theNationalliberationmovement(NLM)wasestablished
bytheAsanteledbyKofiA,BusiatoopposeNkrumah'sadministrationandwassupported
bytheNPPandtheTC.Nkrumahhowever,reconciledwiththeNLM thatwasadvocating
forthefederalsystem ofgovernanceagainstNkrumah'sunitarysystem.TheNLM wasa
threatto fullindependence ofGhana and itsparticipation in the actualmotion for
independenceinearly1957meantagreatscoretoNkrumahandtheCPPgovernment.

15.Dr.Kwame Nkrumah and the Convention People's Partyled the Gold Coastto full
independenceNkrumahinfluencedthenewconstitutionof1954thatgavethecountryfull
internalself-governmentwithanall-Africancabinetanswerabletotheparliamentinstead
ofthe British colonialGovernor.In 1956,he tabled anothermotion in parliament
advocatingfortotalindependenceofthecolony.ThisinfluencedtheBritishtoorganisethe
finalgeneralelectioninJulythesameyear,withNkrumah'sCPPwinning71-72ofthe104
parliamentary seats. Hence the British Royal government accepted the Ghana
IndependenceActonFebruary7,1957Consequently,NkrumahandtheCPPreceivedthe
instrumentsofindependence(power)from theBritishcolonialgovernmentonMarch6,
1957.Nkrumahrenamedthenewnation'Ghanameaning'aninspirationforthefuture.'

16.Nkrumah'sadministrationturnedAccraintoaPanAfricancity,whichlaterturnedintoa
PanAfricanbaseandputGhanaatthecentreofAfricanpolitics.In1958,Dr.Nkrumah
organisedtheAll-AfricanPeoples'Congress(AAPC)thatattractedAfricandelegatesfrom
bothindependentandcolonialAfrica.Overtwohundreddelegatesrepresentingabout
sixty-twonationalistgroupfrom twenty-eightterritoriesstillundercolonialruleattended
theAAPC.Theconferenceemphasisedtheidealsofunityandindependence.From the
conference,the delegates from state;stillundercolonialdomination gained much
inspirationandencouragement,andthereforereturnedhomedeterminedtofreetheir
countries.ThisAAPCwasthefirstofitskindontheAfricansoil,hence,Nkrumahandthe
CPPgovernmentintroducedPanAfricanism totheAfricancontent.



17.Consequently,thespiritofPanAfricanism influencedNkrumahtoreconcileMonroviaand
CasablancagroupingsandthisledtotheeventualformationoftheOrganisationofAfrican
unity(OAU)in1963.Infulfillinghispersonaldesireofensuringtotalremovalofforeign
influencefrom theAfricancontinentandtobringaboutpeaceandunityonthecontinent,
NkrumahplayedleadingroleinpreparinggroundfortheformationoftheOAU.Hence,
GhanabecameoneofthePioneersoftheOAU,whichaimedatcompletedecolonisation
ofAfricaandconsolidationc:continentalpeace.

18.TheforeignpolicyofNkrumahledGhanatochampionindependenceinmostofcolonial
Africa.TheresultwasthedeGaullereferendum of1958inwhichSekouAhmedToure,on
encouragementfrom NkrumahmobilisedGuineanstovoteagainsttheFrenchfederation,
infavourofindependence.Elsewhere,NkrumahcondemnedapartheidinSouthAfricaand
extendedfinancialandmoralassistance,toAfricanslikeAhmedBenBellaofAlgeria,who
werefightingfortheirindependence.Ontheindependence ofGhana,hedeclared,“Ghana
independenceismeaninglessunlessitislinked up withthetotalliberationofthe
continentofAfrica.”ItisuponthisbackgroundthatNkrumahtooktheinitiativeinthe
causeofAfricanliberationandunity.

19.During the independence agitations and the earlydays ofhis leadership,Nkrumah
condemnedandfoughtneo-colonialism.Heviewedneocolonialism astheworststageof
imperialism.He blocked ties with the British governmentand called upon African
independentgovernmentstodisassociatewiththeirformercolonialmasters.Nkrumah
advocatedfortheunionoftheentireAfricancontinentasthebestmeanofmaintaining
the African strength againstneo-coloniahsm.He blamed the western powers for
encouragingbalkanisation(divisionism)ofAfricaintosmallerstatesthatcannotstandon
theirownbutrather,continuerelyingonformercolonialmasters.

20.Consequently,NkrumahjoinedNasserintheagitationforpositiveneutrality(non-aligned
policybyAfricanstates.Hewasoneoftheinfluentialfiguresatthe1955Bandung
conferencewhoagreedontheestablishmentoftheNon-AlignedMovement.Nkrumah
maintaineddiplomatictie-withboththeUSAandtheSovietUnionbuthisMarxistoutlook
madehim bendmoretowardssocialistworld.

TheshortcomingsofKwameNkrumah
1. Dr.NkrumahandtheCPP-governmentlastedupto1966.Inspiteoftheirachievements,

Nkrumahandhisgovernmentfailedtopursueconsistentpoliciesandthus,itweremuchof
hisweaknessesthatledtotheFebruary24,1966couporganisedbyColonelEmmanuel
Kwasikotoka,ColonelA.Ocran,MajorA.A.AfrifaandpoliceCommissionerJ.W.Harley.
WiththesupportoftheUS-CIA.,theFebruarycoupledbytheoverthrow ofDr.Kwame
Nkrumah.ThecoupoccurredatatimewhenthepresidentwasawaytoHanoi,Vietnam on
aninternationalpeacemission.

2. ThechangeincharacterandpersonalityofKwameNkrumahwasamajordisappointment
tothepeopleofGhana.Upto1960,Nkrumahwasselfless,humbleandtolerant.However,
hebecameaselfish,intolerantandindifferentleader,veryinsensitivetothewishesofthe
people.Hisbootblockersflatteredhim withtitleslikeOsagyefo(redeemer),showboyand
FounderoftheNation.Nkrumahpersonifiedauthorityandfeltabletoapplysocialism by



forceagainstanyopposition.Ghananationalforcesmuchlikethecivilianswereshocked
andalarmedatthedramaticchangeincharacteroftheOsagyefofrom aselflessand
humble leaders to a corrupt,intolerant,proud and powerhungry Presidentwhose
governmentwaslessconcernedwithnationalinterests.

3. NkrumahbecameautocraticandauthoritarianmuchtothesurpriseofhisGhanaian
subjects. Hegraduallydestroyedtheforcesofdemocracyafterindependence.InJuly
1960,heissuedarepublicanconstitution,adoptedthe.titleofExecutivePresident,and
thereafter,assumedsweepingpowers(absolutism).NkrumahruledGhanabydecree,and
appointedanddismissedcivilservantswithouthindrance.ThisleftmanyGhanaiansinthe
civilserviceontheirtoes.TherepublicationconstitutionofJuly1960gavePresident
Nkrumahmoredictatorialpowersthatledhim todestroythedemocracyhecravedforand
hadhelpedtocreate.In1965,onElectionDayforMembersofParliament(MPs),Nkrumah
announced MPs he had selected with theirrespective constituencies theywere to
represent,someofwhom weresurprisedanddidnotevenknow thelocationoftheir
constituencies.

4. NkrumahusedthepowersofthepresidencytointerferewiththeJudiciary.In1962,he
survivedfrom anassassinationattempt,whichledtothewrongfultrialofAdamayo,a
politicalopponentasasuspect. EvenafterthecourtacquittedAdamayoforlackof
evidence,PresidentNkrumahhowever,orderedforthedismissaloftheChiefJusticeand
otherjudgeswhowereinchargeofAdamayo’scase.ThiscostNkrumahpopularityin
Ghana and the western world.In January 1964,Nkrumah organised a plebiscite
(referendum)wheretheGhanaiansweretodecideontheirmotionbecomingaoneparty
stateandtomandatethepresidenttodismissHighCourtJudgesdhiswish.

5. NkrumahrulewastyrannicalandoppressiveespeciallytowardstheFebruarycoup.He
governedGhanalikeanabsolutemonarch.Heestablishedacoercivespynetworkand
passedthePowerActandpreventivedetentionsactinJanuaryandJuly1958respectively,
which were used to harass politicalopponents.The Emergency PowerActgave
unquestionablepowersto Nkrumahadministrationto dealwithpoliticalunrestsand
disturbanceswhilethepreventiveDetentionActempoweredthegovernmenttodetain
suspectsofdetrimentalactivities,withouttrialuptoaperiodoffiveyears.Between1960
and1966,overonethousandthreehundred(1300)peoplewereunrealisticallyarrested
anddetained.TheyincludedDr.J.B.Danquah,ObetsebiLamptey,Adamayo,AkoAdjeiand
Kofi.Dr.DanquahandObetsebidiedindeterntion(DanquahdiedinFebruary1965).Others
like Gbedemah were forced into exile.The coercive politicalmeasures eroded the
popularityofNkrumahandhisgovernment.

6. Due to fearofpopularcriticism,Nkrumah and the CPP governmentresorted to
suppression ofliberty.The governmentcurtailed press freedom,banned opposition
politicalparties,oppositionnewspapersliketheDailyGraphicwerecensored,leavingonly
the Accra Evening News,and the Ghanaian Times were left in operation.The
uncompromisinggovernmentoftheCPPsuppressedtherightsandfreedomsofmasses,
which they craved forduring independence agitationNkrumah silenced the political
opponentsofhisgovernment.TheCPP governmentsuppressed and dominated the



Kumasicouncil.In 1957,the governmentpassedtheAvoidanceofDiscriminationAct.
Despiteallofthesemeasures,Nkrumahwasunabletowinoverthesupportofthe
traditionalleadersandhostiletribesliketheAsante.Theresultwasincreasedopposition
inGhana.

7. ThesocialistpoliciesadoptedbytheNkrumahgovernmentfailedto impress.Inhis
economy pursuit,Nkrumah failed to sustain developmentfrom I960.'he enforced
nationalisationandstatecontroloftheeconomy,withemphasisonindustrialisation.A
socialistinstitutewasstartedasWinebain1960toprovidesocialisteducationtotheCPP
leadersandcivilservants.In1961NkrumahvisitedthecommunistrepublicsofEastern
EuropeandChina.Later,heenteredintoarmsdealswiththeeasternbloc,partofwhich
wasthebuildingoftheGhanaiansecuritysystem bytheRussians.Theradicalsocialist
policiesofNkrumahscaredofftherichGhanaianandalienatedthewesterncapitalist
worldwiththeirfinancialsupport.

8. Someoftheeconomicmeasuresinmining,touring,banking,insurance,tradeandfarming
successfulbutlateraffectedbyNkrumah'sambitions.TheVoltaRiverProject,whichtea
functionalinJanuary1966,wasoneoftheambitiousprojectsundertakenbytheNkrumah
administration.Hiseconomicdevelopmentswereaffectedbysocialism.Mostofthe
industrieswererobbedofgoodmanagersasthesupportersofcapitalism losttheirjobs
throughthesocialistmanagerswhoreplacedthem wereoftenincompetent.Theresult
waseconomicmismanagementandindustrialdecay.By1965,onlytwostate-owned
factoriesoutofsevenweremakingprofits.

9. NkrumahandhisCPPgovernmentledthecountryintobankruptcyandothereconomic
problems.By1965,theCPPgovernmenthadbecomefinanciallyinsolvent(bankrupt).The
governmentofficialswereveryextravagantandengagedinexcessiveandlavishspending
atthetimeofeconomicgrievancesmostofthem werecorruptandembezzledvastsums
ofmoneythroughmanipulationoftheirministerialoffices.Nkrumahkeptahugecabinet
ofthirtytwoministerswithverymanyforeignmissions.Cabinetministersandtopparty
officialsledtoexpensivelifemuchtotheenvyofthecommonperson.Allthesepolitical
anomalies worsened the financialcrisis and made the downfallofthe Nkrumah
governmentinevitable.

10.From 1964tothetimeofthecoupinFebruary1966,essentialgoodslikesugar,drugs,milk,
rice,cement,paraffin,safetymatchesandindustrialraw materialswereshortinsupply.
The price forthese commodities were inflated and very unstable.The Nkrumah
administrationexercisecontrolsoverimportationinordertoprotectthecountry'sforeign
reserve,butthisresultedintoshortagesofimportedindustrialraw materialsandbasic
goodsthatcouldnotbeproducedlocally.Inurbancentres,employmentcausedseveral
hardships.Thefalling priceofcocoaon theworld marketpromoted povertyin the
countryside.ItwasunwisetoconstructtheNkrumahaatTower,asthemasseswerepoor
andstarving.Theaforementionedproblemswipedawaytheearliereconomicgainsofthe
CPPgovernment.



11.TheexcessiveambitionofNkrumahcosthisgovernment.Nkrumahtriedtodotoomuch
tobringabout economic and social change within the shortest time possible.
His dream isindustrialisationdrovethecountryintooverambitiousventures.The
Nkrumahadministrationwasatragedyofexcessashetriedtobetoorevolutionarywith
hisconceptoforganisingthestateanddelinkitfrom theinfluenceoftheBritish:Inhis
attempttomoderniseGhana,theNkrumahinitiatedexpensiveprojectsliketheVoltaRiver
ProjectandtheAccra-Temahighwayinordertofinancetheseprojects,Nkrumahresorted
toforeignborrowing.Thetroublewasthatheoverborrowed'.By1964,Ghana'sdebthad
jumpedtosevenhundredseventymilliondollars($770m)from fivehundredtwenty-five
milliondollars($525m)in1957.Evenwiththefallinthepriceofcocoa,theprinciple
sourceofGhana'sforeignexchange,theNkrumahAdministrationmadetoeffortorrevise
thegovernmenteconomicprojectsandindustrialprogramme.

12.TheCPPregimewascorruptandimmoralinconduct.Thegovernmentofficialsreceived
bribesopenly,stolepublicfunds,boughtexpensivecarsandbuiltfabulousmansions.
Nkrumahhimselfownedseveralmistressesandgirlfriendsonwhichhespentlavishly.On
casesofcorruption,thecommissionsofenquiryintotheNkrutnahprojectsafterthefallof
hisgovernmentclearlyindicatedthatmuchofthemoniesspentondevelopmentprojects
andtheservicestothemasses werealwaysinflatedthroughthemalpracticesofthe
thoseofficialscontrollingtheawardofcontractsandprocurement.Thegovernment
officialkeptmoneyinforeignbanks.Thus,NkrumahandhisCPPlostthemoralvoiceto
rulethecountry.

13.In1964,Nkrumahdirectlyinterferedwiththepolicedepartment.Afterheescapedanother
assassinationattemptwhenhispresidentialpolice-guardcalledAmetewe,ondutyathis
residenceinAccrafiredatNkrumahbutmissedhim foroneofhisbodyguards.The
Presidentgotdeterminedtoletthepoliceatlargepayheavilyfortheabortivecrime.On
ordersofPresidentNkrumah,manyoftheseniorpoliceofficerswerepurgedandmany
othersdetained.ThepolicecommissionerJ-W.K.HarleyandhisimmediatedeputyA.K.
Dekuwerearrestedanddetainedwhilealltheregionalpoliceheadsweredismissedfrom
office.Consequently,thepresidentlosttheloyaltyofthepoliceofficerswholaterjoined
theircounterpartsinarmytostageupacoup

14.ThegovernmentofNkrumahaggrievedthenationalarmyandfailedtoattendtothe
grievancesofthearmyofficers.Theseniorofficersfeltinsecurewiththeestablishmentof
the President's own guard brigade (unit)which was steadilyexpanding and better
equippedthanthenationaldefenceforce.TheGhanaianarmyincontrastlackedbasic
utilitieslikeboots,uniforms,weaponsandvehicles.BythetimeoftheFebruarycoup,only
40%ofthearmyvehicleswereroad-worthy.Themoreannoyingpartwasthegovernment
movethroughtheDefenceMinistrytopoliticisethearmybyopeningaCPPbranchinthe
militaryacademyobligingcadetstoapplytojoinit.Twoprovokingsituationsinthearmy
camein1965,whichconvincedthearmytoplotacoupagainstNkrumahadministration:
thefirstwasinAugustwhenNkrumahdecreedtheforcedretirementoftheprofessionally
competentarmyChiefofStaffMajor-GeneralOtu,andhisDeputyLt.-GeneralAnkrah,and
replacedthem witha'socialistpoliticalofficer'CharlesBarwah,laterpromotedtoMajor-
General.ThesecondsituationwasinNovember,'theattempteddecisionbyNkrumahto
sendhisarmytoRhodesiatofightthesettler(theUDI-government)ledbyIanSmith.

THE1966–MILITARYCOUPANDNKURUMAHDOWNFALL
Nkurumahfailedtoupholdthesupportofthenationalforces;insteadheantagonisedhistop



commandbyensuringforcedtheretirementofthearmyChiefofStaffMajor-GeneralOtuand
hisdeputyLt.GeneralAnkrahwithoutsoundingreasons.Grippedwithfear,theremaining
armyofficersmovedagainstNkrumahadministrationtosafeguardtheirpositionsbystaging
acouponFebruary24,1966.

Inthefinalanalysis,thereignofNkrumahclosedonasadnote.Helostthesupportofall
classesinGhana,makinghisdownfallinevitable.Sincetherewasnopossibilityofremoving
him from powerthroughconstitutionalmeans,thecoupbecamethebestalternative.In
February1966,

ThemainfiguresbehindthecoupincludedColonialEmmanuelKwasiKotoka,ColonelA.
Ocran,MajorAkwasiA.Afrifaand policeCommissionerJ.W.Harley.Thecoup plotters
weredeterminedtooverthrow Nkrumahandwerereadytoengageinacivilwarincase
Nkrumaharoyalarmy(presidentialunit)staged acounteroffensive.Thecausesofthe
downfallofNkrurumahweremainlytheweaknessesoftheCPPadministration,andafew
externalfactors.HenriNkrumahwasprimarilyresponsibleforhisdownfall.

GuidingquestionsonthedownfallofNkrumah
a) Accountforthe1966coupde'tatinGhana
b)DiscussthecausesandeffectsofthedownfallofNkrumah
c)ExaminethefactorsfortheoverthrowoftheCPPgovernment
d)How farwere the economic factors responsible forthe collapse ofNkrumah’s

governmentin1966?
d)"KwameNkrumahwasprimarilyresponsibleforhisdownfall."Discuss

SummaryofcausesofNkuramahdownfall
1. CorruptionandimmoralitypracticedbythegovernmentofNkrumah

2. Grievancesinthearmy,whichcauseddissatisfactionamongthemilitarygenerals

3. AttemptbyNkrumahtosendhismilitaryforcestoSouthernRhodesiatofightagainstthe
UDIgovernmentofIanSmith.

4. Nkrumah'sinterventioninthepoliceandjudicialsystem especiallyafterAdamayowas
acquittedofanattemptedassassinationofNkrumah

5. Nkrumah's authoritarianism and dictatorship exhibited when he abolished the
constitution,whichhadputthecabinetunderparliamentarycontrol

6. ThechangeincharacterofNkrumahfrom Osagyefoandtolerantleadertoaselfintolerant
corruptandpower-hungryleader

7. TheunrealisticsocialistpoliciesofNkrumah

8. TheexcessiveambitionsofNkrumah,whichledtotheexcessiveexternalborrowingthat
causedfinancialbankruptcy

9. TheextravaganceandlavishspendingbyNkrumahandhisgovernmentofficials

10.SuppressionofdemocracybyNkrumahadministration(persecutionofpoliticalopponents)

11.Socio-economicproblemslikeunemploymentandscarcityofessentialcommodities

12.Nkrumah'sgovernmentpracticedtribalism

13.LackofconstitutionalavenuestooverthrowandtheCPPgovernment



14.Thedrasticfallinthepriceofcocoaontheworldmarket,whichincreasedeconomic
problem inGhana

15.AmbitionforpowerbythecoupplottersforexampleCol.kotokaandHarlley

16.InfluenceofpriorcoupsinAfricalikethe1965coupsinAlgeriaandCongoandthe1966
coupsinNigeria

Pleasenote:
ItwerelargelyNkrumah'sweaknessesthatcausedthe1966coupthatcausedhisdownfall

EffectsofthedownfallofNkrumahandtheCPPgovernment
The February 1966 coup led to the overthrow ofautocratic Nkrumah and the CPP
administration.NkrumahfledtoexilesoughtrefugeinGuineaConakrywheretheGuinean
leaderSekouTouremadehim co-presidentandsettledhim intoanoldFrenchcolonialstyle
residence.TheGuineanleaderallowedhim tobroadcastmessagesofresistancetotheGhana
againstthemilitarygovernmentonradioGuinea's’VoiceoftheRevolution.’’Nkrumahdiedin
frustrationaftersuccumbingtocanceroftheskinonApril27,1972inBucharest,Rumania.
HewasburiedinGuineabeforetheAcheampongadministrationreturnedhisremainsto
GhanaforastateburialinJuly1972.

AftertheoverthrowofKwameNkrumah'sgovernment,thecoupleaderssetupamilitaryjunta
inthenameofthe'NationalLiberationCouncil'(NLC)andinvitedtheretireddeputyheadofat
armedforcesLt.-GeneralArthurJ.AnkrahtoheadtheCouncilwiththepolicecommissioner
J.W.K.BarleyasDeputyCouncilChairman.TheNLCcomprisedfourseniorarmyandfour
policeofficerswholedthegovernmentuntilOctober1969.SomeoftheCouncilmembers
wereColonelA.A.Afrifa,ColonelA.Ocran,ColonelE.K.Kotoka,andA.Yakubu.TheNLC
however,appointedmainlycivilianstoheadthedifferentministries.

Referencequestions
a)Examinetheeffectsofthe1966coupinGhana
b)AssesstheachievementsofthemilitarygovernmentinGhanabetween1966and1969
c)TowhatextentdidtheNationalLiberationCouncilfulfilltheaspirationsofGhanaiansupto

1969?
Positiveeffects(strengthoftheNLCadministration)
1. ThepeopleofGhanawelcomedtheoverthrowofDr.KwameNkrumahwithjubilation.They

sawitasarestorationoftheirfreedom andconstitutionalrights.Hisstatueinfrontofthe
oldParliamentaryHouseinAccra,whichproclaimed"KWAMENKRUMAH FOUNDEROF
THENATON"waspulleddownasyounggroupsthathadbroughtupsloganslike'Nkrumah
isthenewMessiah'marchedthroughthestreetsofAccracarryingplacardsandbanners
proclaiming'NkrumahisNOTourMessiah.'

2. Consequently,theNLC governmentimmediatelyreleasedmembersofthepublicand
oppositionpoliticianswhohadbeenkeptincustody(detention)underthe1958Preventive
DetentionActinitiatedbythegovernmentofNkrumah.However,somelikeDanquahand
Obetsebihaddiedinprisonbeforethecoup.Manypersonswhohadfledtoexiledueto
politicalpersecutionorfearofcoercionfrom theNkrumahadministrationwerewelcomed
homebytheNLCadministration.AmongthosewhoreturnedwasKofiAbrefaBusiawho
becamePrimeMinisterin1969whenthemilitaryjuntareturnedGhanatocivilianrule.

3. Consequently,hundredsoftheCPPgovernmentandpartyofficialswentindetentionas
Nkrumah'sdetaineescameout.MostofthecabinetministersoftheCPPgovernment
werearrestedanddetainedonthemorningofFebruary24,1966.Inthedaysthatfollowed
thecoup,manyoftheCPPMembersofParliament,RegionalCommissionersandparty



officialswereroundedupandimprisoned.Inanattempttocheckoncorruptionand
bribery,thenew detaineeswerelatertriedandconvictedoncasesofcorruption,bribery
andabuseofpublicoffice.However,majorityoftheCPP supportersweregivenfair
treatmentlikeK.A.Gbedemah.

4. The NLC governmentundertook immediate measures to effectpoliticalchanges
(reforms).Thenewmilitarygovernmenthelpedtopreparetheconstitutionforthe'second
RepublicofGhana.'ThejuntaestablishedaConstitutionalCommissionin1967aspartof
the preparation process to return to civilian rule.In December1968,a Constituent
Assemblywasswornintodiscussanddraw upaconstitution,whichwaspromulgated
(declared)in August1969.Among otherchanges broughtby the new Republican
constitutionwasthereductioninthenumberofadministrativedistrictstotheoriginal
numberinheritedatindependence.

5. InMay1969,theNationalLiberationCouncil,nowunderBrigadierAkwaseA.Afrifalifteda
banonpoliticalparties.ThisfollowedtheestablishmentofanElectoralCommissioninan
attempttorestoredemocracyinGhana.Consequently,KofiA.Busiaaformerexileand
longtimecriticoftheNkrumahadministrationformedtheProgressiveParty(PP)thatlater
wastowinthe1969generalelection.OtherpartiesformedaftertheCPPbanonpolitical
partieswasliftedincludedtheNationalAllianceofLiberals(NAL)establishedbyalong
time leading memberofNkrumah's CPP and government,K.A.Gbedemah and the
People'sPopularParty(PPP),whichwasbannedbytheNLCalmostimmediatelyafterits
formation.ThePPPhadbeenformedwiththesoleaim ofrevivingNkrumah'sidealsand
works.

6. Inanattempttocutdowngovernmentexpenditure,theNLCgovernmentinitiatedpractical
steps.Firstwasareductioninthesizeofgovernmentministriesfrom thirty-two to
seventeen(32-17).Mostoftheministerialpostsweregiventomainlycivilians.Foreign
missionswereequallyreducedbyfortypercent(40%).Consequently,thejuntacalledback
ordismissed diplomats sentto various countries by the governmentofNkrumah,
replacingsomeofthem withgoodwilldiplomatswhowerehighlypoweredcivilians.The
localgovernmentwasreformedwithareductioninthenumberofadministrativedistricts.

7. TraditionalchiefswhohadbeendismissedbytheNkrumahadministrationwererestored
and re¬instated.The traditionalleaders were dethroned (removed from office)as
punishmentforengaginginopenpoliticalactivitiesagainsttheCPPgovernment.Nkrumah
had replaced them withthosewho pledged theirloyaltyto hisgovernment.There-
installationofGhanaianchiefswasaclearindicationthattheFebruary1966coupwasnot
aresultofinterestsofthearmyandpolicebutforeverygroupofpeopleinthecountrythat
wasdissatisfiedwiththeNkrumahadministration.

8. TheNationalLiberationCouncil(NLC)restoredcompletefreedom ofspeechandpress.
Freedom ofpresshadbeenincreasinglyrestrictedbytheadministrationofNkrumah
becausesomepressjournalistswereengagedinopencriticism againstthegovernment
policies and acts ofrepression than constructivelycommenting on the government
projects.Theabuseoffreedom ofspeechhadledtofleeingofmanyofopposition
politiciansincludingKofiA.Busia,whohadlongservedasthechiefspokespersonofthe
opposition.TheNLC setuptheCentreforCivicEducationheadedbyK.A.Busiato
sensitiseGhanaiansabouttheircivicrightsandduties.

9. GeneralAnkrah negotiated formassive financialassistance from the International
MonetaryFund(IMF)andsetupaneconomiccommitteetoreceiveandplanforthe
financialgrant.The committee was also tasked to find a betterformula fordebt
repaymenttotheGhanaiancreditors.Consequently,theNLCgovernmentreceivedagrant



from theIMFandtheWorldBankofabouttwentymillionDollars($20m)topayoffthe
short-term trade bills (debts) accumulated by the Nkrumah administration;and
successfullynegotiated withcreditorsofboththeWesternand Easternblocsabout
rescheduling Ghanaian debtrepaymentformedium and long-term loans.The junta
receivedmaterialaidfrom countrieslikeCanada,WestGermany,theUSAandtheUK,in
form ofdrugs,foodandagriculturalgoods.

10.Nkrumah'sprestigiousSeven-YearDevelopmentPlanwassuspendedandmanyofhis
projectsthatwereunderwayliketheNkrumahTowerandAccra-Temahighwaywere
stopped.Thiswasa movebythemilitarygovernmentto improveon thecountry's
economy.Governmentexpenditureoncapitalandmachinery,expertsandequipmentwas
tremendouslyreduced.Theresourceswerehence,divertedtobettersocialservicedelivery
especiallyinthecountryside.

11.Themilitarygovernmentwentontoemploycompetentmanagersinthegovernment
departmentsandstatecorporationsasotherserviceventureslikestate-ownedhotels
weregiventoprivateindividualstorunthem.Thelabourforcewashencerevisedand
redundantlabourwas obviously retrenched.This economic policy by the Ankrah
administration was aimed atdelinking state parastatals from the incompetentand
inexperiencedsocialistmanagerswhoseappointmenttoofficefollowedtheirloyaltyto
PresidentNkrumah.TheNLC-governmentsetupanumberofCommissionsofInquiryto
investigatestateorganisationsliketheTimbaMarketingBoardandtheStateHousing
Corporation.Allthatthemilitarygovernmentaimedatwasimprovementintheoperations
ofpublicco-operationsandotherstatutoryboards.

12.Themasseswererelievedofeconomicpressuresforsometime.Between1966and1969,
theNationalLiberationCouncilintroducedmeasuresdesignedtoreducethecostofliving.
Intheveryfirstbudgetofthenewmilitaryregime,reviewsweremadeinthecustomsand
excisedutiestargetingreducedpricesonessentialcommodities.Thepricesofmotor
spirits and inland postage were also revised.A progressive taxation system was
establishedwithfavourableratesofincometaxesdeclared.Thenewfiscalpolicyadopted
bythemilitarygovernmentgavetaxexemptionst:poorlypaidworkers.

13.Thecocoafarmersbenefitedfrom theimprovedpricesofcocoa.TheNationalLiberation
Councilincreasedtheproducerpriceofcocoabyabouttwentypercent(20%).Thiswas
accompaniedbytwo-yeardevelopmentplan,whichintroducedreformsinAgriculture,
fisheries and watersupply.The developmentplan paid specialattention to rural
developmentespeciallyin extending safe waterin the countryside.The government
launched the'Operation Feed Yourself,'which led to,aremarkableincreasein food
production.Theseandotherreformsupliftedthepeople'sstandardsoflivingespeciallyof
thegrassrootsmasses.

14.ThegovernmentofAnkrahattemptedtoreduceontheinflationaryratesinthecountry.In
1967,themilitarygovernmentdevaluedtheGhanaiancedi(currency)andincreasedwages
andsalariesinthepublicservicebyfivepercent(5%).Inordertoensurefurthereconomic
growthinGhana,basicimportitemslikedrugs,chemicals,andsparepartswereputonthe
generallicense(opentoeverypotentialcitizen).Hence,therewasincreaseinthesupplyof
essentialcommoditiestherebyreducinginflationandsavingGhanafrom totaleconomic
collapse.

Negativeeffects(shortcomingsoftheNLCadministration)
1. Inspiteoftheabovegains,theperiodafterNkrumahwitnessedseriousunemployment

causedbyeconomicstepstakenbytheNLC administrationtore-appraiseNkrumah's
prestigiousSeven-YearDevelopmentPlan,abandoningmanyofhisprojectsthatwere



underwayliketheNkrumahTowerandAccra-Temahighway.Thismeasureappeared
necessarybutledtothesackingofredundantworkersontheseprojects.Unemployment
gotworse with the retrenchmentoflabourin governmentdepartments to cuton
governmentexpenditure.

2. Themilitaryregimeincreasedthedefencebudgethence,antagonisedtheeconomiclifeof
thecountry.AstheAnkrahadministrationcutexpenditureinmanysectors,thispolicywas
offsetbyincreaseddefenceexpenditure.Mostofthegovernmentdepartmentsreceived
lessfundingthatcouldnotenablethem committofulfillingtheirdepartmentalobligations.
Thearmyallocationswentupbytwenty-twopercent(22%)andthehugedefencebudget
wasastrategybytheNationalLiberationCounciltoconsolidateitspowerbase.

3. TheNationalLiberationCouncilchairedbyArthurAnkrahdevaluedtheGhanaiancedi
(currency),whichledtoincreasedpricesofimporteditemsandshortageofsupplyof
basiccommodities.Theincreaseinpriceofimporteditemsdidnotonlybringabout
deterioration in the balance ofpaymentforthe country,butalso affected people's
consumptionofessentialgoodsfrom outsidethecountry.

4. ThehugeexternaldebtsleftbyNkrumahandtheCPPadministrationwerenotrepudiated
muchasstepshadbeenundertakenbytheNLCtosettlethem.AttemptsbyAnkrah's
administrationtoattractforeignaidbyacquiringmorecredits(loans)from theIMFand
WorldBanktopromoteeconomicgrowthonlyworsenedthecountry'sdebtburden.The
government'ssuccessfulnegotiationswithGhana'screditorstore-schedulethepayment
ofmediaum andlong-term loansonlyprolongedthefinancialfrustrations.Failureofthe
militaryjuntatosettleNkrumah'sexternaldebtsbecameamillstone(economicburden)to
theNLCitselfandthefuturegovernments.

5. Economic problems persisted in the country.There was persistentinflation,which
worsenedtheeconomiclifeofthepeopleofGhana.TheinflationarytrendsinGhana
raisedthepricesofgoodsandservicesandthusincreasedhardshipformostpeople.The
governmentattempttocontrolinflationbydevaluingthecediwasonlysuccessfuluntil
half-waythroughtheNLCadministration.Consequently,thefoodpricesremainedhigh
muchtothedissatisfactionofGhanaians.

6. Evenwhenthemilitarycouncilincreasedtheproducerpriceofcocoabytwentypercent
(20%),thispriceremainedlowontheworldmarket.Thiswasamajorcauseofeconomic
hardshipsinGhanasincecocoawasthechiefsourceofforeignexchangeforGhana.

7. CorruptioninGhanapersistedespeciallywithinthedifferentgovernmentdepartments.
Somehigh-rankedofficersoftheNLC governmentwereguiltyofcorruptionasthey
engaged in financialmismanagement.Severalofthese high-ranked officials were
convictedandimprisonedforbriberyandcorruption,buttheseevilspersistedespeciallyat
thelowerlevelsofpublicservice.Inallbutthepolicedepartment,corruptionremained
untouched.TheGhanaianswerein disbeliefas'rumoursofmalpractice'among the
disciplinedmembersofthemilitarygovernmentandthus,theylookedforwardtoachange
inadministration.

8. Consequently,Ankrah,thechairmanoftheNLCbecameself-centered.Inpreparationfora
returntocivilianrule,GeneralAnkrahwasguiltyofsolicitingforfundsfrom foreign
companiestoorganiseapoliticalpartyofhisowninadealofbecomingaheadofstate
and government.Ideally,membersoftheNLCwereonlyobligedtopreparetheGhanafor
areturntocivilianruleandAnkrah'smanoeuvretoform hisownpartycausedlossof
confidence,whichthepeoplehadinthemilitarygovernment.Heresignedhispositionas
chairmanoftheNLCinMarch1969andwasreplacedbyBrigadierAKwaseA.Afrifaoneof



thearchitectsofthe1966coupd'etat.

9. DivisionscontinuedwithintheNationalLiberationCouncil.Themisunderstandingswithin
thejuntaaffecteddecisionmakingatthetoplevel.EvidenceofthedivisionsintheNLC
cameoutwithanabortivecoupinApril1967,ledbytwojuniorofficers.Theattempted
coupwasstagedatHointheVoltaRegioninwhichGeneralE.K.Kotokathemajor
architectoftheFebruary1966coupd'etatwasshortdead.Ankrah'sattempttoform his
ownpoliticalpartywaspartlyduetodisagreementswithothermembersoftheNLC.Such
divisionsforcedAfrifatorushthereturntocivilianruleforfearofacoupattemptsimilarto
thatofApril1967,whichledtothemurderofKotoka.

Guidingquestionsonthe1972coup:
a) AccountforthedownfallofKofiA.Busiain1972
b) AccountfortherisetopowerofIgnatiusAcheampongin1972
c) Discussthecausesandeffectsofthe1972militarycoupinGhana
d) AssesstheachievementsofthemilitarygovernmentinGhanabetween1972and1978
e) AccountfortheoverthrowofAcheampongin1978
f) Examinethecausesandeffectsofthe1978coupinGhana

THEBANDUNGCONFERENCEANDTHENON-ALIGNEDMOVEMENT
TheBandungconferencewasheldinIndonesiain1955betweenApril18and24.Itwasthe
firstlarge-scaleAfro-Asianconferencethatwasattendedbydelegatesmostlyfrom newly
independentstatesfrom both Asia and Africa.Itwasspearheaded byAsian statesof
Indonesia,India,Pakistan,Ceylon(Sri-Lanka)andBurma.OtherAsianstatesrepresentedwere,
Vietnam,andcommunistChinawhosePrimeMinisterZhouEn-Laisurvivedanattempted
assassinationonhiswaytotheconference.TheindependentAfricanstatesrepresentedwere
Egypt,LiberiaandEthiopia;AfricanstatesundercolonialruleliketheGoldCoast,Algeria,
Kenya,theSudanandLibyawererepresented.Intotal,twenty-ninestatesfrom Africa,Asia
andtheMiddleEastwererepresentedattheBandungConference.

Themainarchitectsoftheconferencewere,SurkanoPresidentofIndonesia,Jawaharlal
NehruPremierofIndiaandAbdelGammalNasserExecutivePresidentofEgypt.

OriginoftheBandungConference
InMay1954,AsianstatesheldtheColombomeetinginSri-LankainwhichNehruemphasised
ameetingforAfricanandAsianstatesaimedatcreatingunityandpeacebetweenthetwo
continents.SuchameetingwasathreattotheUSAandtheimperialistpowersofWestern
Europe.TheUS-governmenttried to counteractan Afro-Asian meeting and a possible
friendshipbetweenAfricaandAsiabyorganisingtheSouthEastAsianTreatyOrganisation
(SEATO)meeting inManilaPhilippinesinSeptember1954.TheSEATO conferencewas
attendedbytheAsianstateofPhilippines(host),PakistanandThailand,andthewestern
statesoftheUSA,Britain,France,AustraliaandNew Zealand.ManyoftheAsianstates
rejectedtheconference,henceithadlittlesuccess.

JawaharlalNehruchairedapreparatorymeetingfortheAfro-AsianconferenceonDecember
28 and 29,1954.Themeeting washeld atBogor,Indonesiaand wasattended bythe
sponsoringcountriesoftheBandung(Afro-Asian)conference.

Asopposed to the Afro-Asian conference and due to the little successofthe SEATO
conference,theBritishinitiatedtheBaghdadpact.ThetreatywassignedbetweenBritain,and
Iraq,Iran,TurkeyandPakistanonFebruary24,1955,abouttwomonthsbeforetheBandung
conference.TheBaghdadpactwasananti-communistoranti-Sovietagreementwhichledtoa
formidablealliancebetweenthesignatorynationsincollaborationwiththeUSA.



NehruwasagainstthesuccessoftheBaghdadpactandproceededtoworkwithSurkanoto
organisetheAfro-Asianconference.Nehru'sinterestintheBandungconferencewasbasedon
positiveneutralitywhichstoodforthefollowing:
•Nonparticipationinmilitaryblocs
•Oppositiontoimperialistmilitarytreaties
•Totalabolitionofcolonialism andallitsmanifestations
•Anti-colonialcampaignsthroughsupportingallpeoplefightingforindependence
•Anti-racism throughdemandingforequalityofallraces
•Activestruggleforpreservingandstrengtheningpeace
•Mediationinthesettlementofinternationaldisputesandensuringnon-violenceineasing

internationaltension
•Adoptingprinciplesofpeacefulcoexistenceamongnations

ThefinalpreparationsfortheBandungconferenceinvolvedameetingbetweenNasserof
EgyptrepresentingAfrica)andNehruofIndia(representingAsia).Themeetingwasheldon
February15and16inCairoandwasconcludedwithNasserandNehrusigningthe"Treatyof
Friendship."

ObjectivesoftheBandungconference
a.TopromoteAfro-Asianeconomicandculturalcooperation
b.Toopposecolonialism andallitsmalpractices
c. Tolaystrategiesfordistancingfrom coldwarpolitics
d. Todenounceneocolonialism bycoldwarpowersandmajorindustrialisedpowersof
Europe
e.Establishafoundationforfuturemeetingsbetweenpresentstateswithapossibilityof

expandingtheforum
f. Delegatesattheconferencewerealsoconcernedwiththeworseningrelationsbetween

China,theUSAandthewest
g.TodiscussmechanismsthroughwhichAfro-Asiannationscouldcontributetoworldpeace

andcooperation
h.NeedforgoodwillandcooperationbetweenAsiaandAfrica
i. Todiscussmattersofnationalsovereigntyanddenounceracism

WhytheUSAandwesternEuropeanpowerswereagainstAfro-Asiancooperation
a.Theconferencewouldbringtogetherrepresentativesofcloseto1.44billionpeopleofAsia

andAfricacombined,almosttwothirdsoftheworld'spopulation.
b. Thedelegatesattheconferenceposedathreattothedominantwesternpowersinthe

UnitedNationsGeneralAssembly.
c.Theagendaoftheconferenceaimedatdenouncingcolonialism inAsiaandAfrica,inorder

tolimitdirecteconomicexploitationofthetwocontinentsbythewest.
d. TheorganisersoftheconferencelikeNehruandNasserhadMarxistinfluencewhich

scaredthewesternpowersofapossibleinvolvementofcommunistRussiainAsiaand
Africa.

e. ThecooperationbetweenAsiaandAfricawouldlimitcapitalistrelationsofwestern
powerswiththetwocontinents.

f. TheinvolvementofcommunistChinacalledforsuspicionsofapossiblecommunist
influenceinEasternAsia.

g. TheUSAonherpartwasopposedtotheprincipleofpositiveneutralityadvocatedforby
Nehru.

h.TheBandungconferenceprovidedanopportunitytobuildastrongAfro-Asiansolidarity
whosefoundationwasalreadylaidatthefifthPanAfricanconferenceinManchester.

InfluenceoftheBandungconferenceonAfrican



ReferenceQuestions:
a)Howdidthe1955BandungConferenceinspirethedecolonisationofAfrica?
b)Assesstheimpactofthe1955Afro-AsianConferenceinIndonesiaonthegrowthof

Africannationalism
c)TowhatextentdidtheBandungConferencecontributetothedecolonisationofAfrica?
1. TheconferenceconsolidatedtheAfro-Asiansolidarity.TherelationshipbetweenAfrica

andAsiainfluencedAsianstatestoallywithAfricansthroughoutthedecolonisation
process.

2. TheIndonesiansuccessagainsttheDutchwasstillfreshatthetimeoftheconference.
ThesuccessofIndonesiannationalism becameamotivationtotheAfricandelegateswho
increasedtheirpoliticalagitationsupontheirreturntoAfrica.

3. TheresolutionsoftheBandungconferenceshockedcolonialadministratorsinAfrica
Consequently,the French and the British colonialistsincreasinglygave theirAfrican
colonies politicalconcessions (reforms)like increased African representation in the
assemblyconstitutionaldevelopmentsandadministrativepositions.

4. Delegatesfrom AfricanstateslikeKenyaandAlgeriawereinspiredtoincreasetheir
demandforsovereignrightandindependencefollowingtheirinteractionwithdelegates
from independentAsianstates.

5. Delegates atthe conference unanimouslycondemned allmanifestations ofcolonial
dominationinAsiaandAfrica.Theydeclaredindependenceasasovereignrightofall
peopleundercolonialdomination.Thedeclarationofsovereignrighttoindependencehad
profoundimpactoncolonialAfrica.

6. ThedelegatesatBandungadoptedtheresolutionsoftheUNcharteronthedeclarationof
fullsupporttothefundamentalprinciplesofhumanrightsandself-determinationofall
peoplesandnations.'thus,increasingonpoliticalagitationsforindependenceinAfrica.

7. The Bandung conference gave African delegates a platform to airoutanti-colonial
sentimentsagainstEuropeanpowers.Theconferencethereforeboostedtheconfidence
of African leaders like Nkrumah and internationalised African right to political
independenceandfreedom from economicexploitation.

8. Theconferencecondemnedtheactivitiesofcoldwarpowers,theUnitedStatesofAfrica
(USA)and theUnited SovietSocialistRepublic(USSR)in thedeveloping world.The
successoftheBandungconferencetherefore,influencedtheforeignpoliciesofthenew
superpowers in Africa and Asia through intensifying theirsupportto anti-colonial
struggles,hopingtowinloyaltyfrom AfricansandAsiansrespectively.

9. AttheBandungconference,thedelegatesopenlycondemnedtheFrenchrigidaggression
inAlgeriaandtheircontinuedcolonialexploitationinNorthAfrica.Consequently,there
wasincreasedmilitarism oftheNationalLiberationFront(FLN)inAlgeriaandpolitical
agitationsintherestofNorthAfricanstatesunderFrenchimperialism.

10.TheconferencecondemnedtheracistregimesinAfricai.e.apartheidinSouthAfricaand
theCentralAfricanFederation(CAF). ThedelegatescalledupontheUnitedNations
SecurityCounciltointerveneinSouthAfrica,whileAsianandAfricanmembersofthe
CommonwealthorganisationpledgedtopressurizetheBritishgovernmenttodissolvethe
CAFandrecogniseautonomyoftheCAFmembers.

11.TheBandung conferenceinfluenced communistChinato confirm supportto African
liberationmovement.Consequently,ChinaintensifiedsupporttoAlgeriansthroughthe



FLN,andlatertootherliberationmovementsliketheZimbabweAfricanNationalUnion
(ZANU)inSouthernRhodesia.

12.Consequently,otherAsianparticipantsatBandungpledgedtoassistAfricansintheir
questforsovereignexistenceandself-determination.India,IndonesiaandBurmaafterthe
conferencebeganextendingmoral,financialandmilitaryassistancetoAfricanfreedom
fightersliketheCPPoftheGoldCoastandtoAfricansinPortugueseAfrica.

13.Attheconference,thedelegatesusedonevoicetocondemnneocolonialmechanismsof
thesuperpowersandindustrialisedpowersofthewest.IndependentAfricanandAsian
states were cautioned to protecttheirsovereign existence and independence from
westernimperialists.

14.ThebignationsattheconferencelikeIndiaandIndonesiapledgedtechnicalexpertiseand
technologicalassistancetoeconomicallyweaknationsespeciallyinAfrica.Themost
beneficiariesincludedtheGoldCoast,laterGhana.

15.TheconferencemilitarizedAfricannationalism.Apartfrom emphasizingnon-violencein
restoring world order,Indonesian and Vietnamese delegates encouraged African
nationaliststoemployviolencewithlessonsofsuccessinIndonesiaagainsttheDutch
andVietnameseagainsttheFrench.

16.TheBandungconferencelaidafoundationfortheformationoftheNon-alignedmovement
(NAM).Thedelegatessubscribedtonon-alignmentwhosecharterwassignedatthe1961
Belgrade conference.The Non-aligned members declared theircommittmentto the
struggleagainstimperialism inallitsmanifestations.TheNAM confirmedtheAfro-Asian
solidaritywheremembersusedacollectivevoiceagainstcolonialism duringtheUN
generalassemblies.

THEMOVEMENTOFTHENQNALIGNEDCOUNTRIES(THENONALIGNEDMOVEMENT)
Origin
TheendofWorldWarIIin1945wasaturningpointinthehistoryoftheworld.Itledtothe
emergenceofnew superpowers,theUnitedStatesofAfrica(USA)andtheUnitedSoviet
SocialistRepublic(USSR),withdifferentideologieswhichledtotheemergenceofcoldwar
politicsin1946.TheUSAandtheSovietUnionchangedtheorderofworldaffairstoabipolar
world,laterinfluencingtheformationofmilitaryblocs;theNorthAtlantictreatyOrganisation
(NATO)andtheWarsawpact.TheNATOwascreatedasacooperationof(western)European
capitalistnationsinalliancewiththeUSA,whiletheWarsawpactwasanallianceof(eastern)
EuropeancommuniststatesledbytheSovietUnion.

Thecountriesofthesouthi.e.AsianandAfricanstateswereopposedtothemilitaryblocsand
theemergingcoldwarinfluence.Thesewereeconomicallyweaknationsthathademerged
withtherapidcollapseofcolonialempires.Theyfelttheneedforanew internationalmulti-
lateralcoordination among themselves thatwould promote peacefulcoexistence and
preserveworldpeaceandsecurity.

TheAfro-Asiannationshadthedesiretojoineffortsforthecommondefenseoftheirinterests,
thestrengtheningoftheirindependenceandsovereigntyandtheculturalandeconomic
rescueoftheirpeoples.Theywantedtojointlyexpressastrongcommitmenttoworldpeace
bydeclaringthemselvesas"non-aligned"ornon-supportersofneitherthecapitalistsofthe
NATOnorthecommunistsoftheWarsawpact.TheyheldaconferenceinBandungIndonesia
inApril1955tostrengthentheirnon-alignedinterestsandadvanceastrategytoachievetheir
objectives.

TheBandungconferencewasattendedbydelegatesfrom twenty-ninecountriesofthepost-



colonialgenerationwithamajorgoalofidentifyingandassessingworldissuesatthetime,
andcoordinatepoliciestodealwiththem.Participatingnations(non-alignedstates)atthe
conferenceagreedtohaveacommonprojectthatwillunitethem withclosercoordinationof
theirpositioninthecoldWarera.Theconferencefocusedontotalpoliticaldecolonisationof
AsiaandAfrica,andagreedthatthenewlyattainedpoliticalindependencewasjustameans
toattainthegoalofsocio-culturalandeconomicindependence.

TheBandungconferencethereforelaidthefoundationofthenon-alignedmovementwithits
chartersignedsixyearslateratthefirstsummitconferenceoftheNon-AlignedMovementin
BelgradeYugoslaviafrom September1-6,1961.

FollowingtheachievementsoftheBandungconference,theNon-alignedleadersofIndia,
Indonesia,Egypt,SyriaandYugoslaviaheldameetingonApril26,1961.AbdelNasserofEgypt
andJosip(Joseph)TitoofYugoslaviaaddressedheadsofstateandgovernmentoftwenty-
onenon-alignedcountries;together,thenon-alignedcountriesagreedonanimprovementin
internationalrelations,resistancetouseofviolenceinthesettlementofconflictsandother
mattersofconcernintheworld.TheymetagaininCairoinJune1961toformulatethecriteria
ofmembershiptotheNAM.Memberstatesemphasisedthatthemovementwasnottoplaya
passiveroleininternationalpoliticsbutinstead,theyagreedtoformulatetheirownpositionin
anindependentmannersoastoreflecttheirinterests.

ThereforetheBelgradesummitconferenceinYugoslaviaofSeptember1961attendedby
delegatesfrom abouttwenty-fivenon-alignedcountriesofficiallyunveiledtheNon-aligned
movementwithJosip(Joseph)BrozTitoasthefirstGeneralSecretary.

THECONCEPTOFNON-ALIGNMENT
TheNon-alignedmovementwasfoundedduringthecollapseofthecolonialsystemsinAfrica,
Asia,LatinAmericaandotherpartsoftheworld.Themovementemergedattheheightofthe
coldwar.Theterm "non-alignment"isanideabroughtupbytheIndianPrimeMinister
JawaharlNehrureferringtoneutralism orpositiveneutrality.Itisaconceptfoundedonthe
principlesofpeacefulcoexistenceor'panchsheet.'Theprinciplesofnon-alignmentare,
•Mutualrespectforeachother'sterritorialintegrityandsovereignty
•Non-aggression
•Non-interferenceineachother'sinternalaffairs
•Equalityandmutualbenefit
•Peacefulcoexistence

Non-alignmentisaninter-governmentalcooperationofstateswhoconsideredthemselvesnot
formallyalignedwithoragainstanymajorpowerblocofthecoldwar.JawaharlNehru,the
founderfatheroftheprincipleofnon-alignmentdescribeditasarefusaltobetiedtoany
militaryalliancewitheitherblocinthecoldwar,i.e.capitalistorcommunistbloc;aconscious
attempttowidenthedistancebetweenindependentstatesandtheformercolonialmaster.

Theprincipleofnon-alignmentmeansthatnon-alignedmembersreservedtherightand
freedom todecidetosupportornotsupportanycountryonanymatterofconcern.Hence,
membersofNAM coulddecidetosupportasuperpowerononeissue,andrefusetodosame
onanother.

TheNon-alignedmovementwasfoundedbytheeconomicallyandmilitarilyweakernationsin
anefforttodeterminetheirownpolicieswithoutanyinfluencefrom thegreatpowers,soasto
safeguard theirindependence,sovereignty and territorialintegrity away from cold war
influence.ThedevelopingcountriesofAsiaandAfricaadoptednon-alignmentasastrategyto
exerttheirpositionontheworldscene,andparticipateininternationalaffairswithoutany
manipulationfrom powerblocsandtheirallies.



ThereasonsthatledtotheriseoftheNon-alignedmovementincludedthepositionofNehru
againstthestrongallegianceofanindependentstatetotheformercolonialmaster.Theend
ofWorldWarIIledtocoldwarrivalrybetweenwesternandeasternpowersintheirattemptto
extendtheirinfluenceinAfricaandAsia;henceNAM wasacollectiveattempttoresistthis
influence.TheindependentAsianandAfricancountrieswantedforeignaidandfelttheywould
gainmorewithoutaligningwitheithertheUSAortheSovietUnionastheyfearedthatthe
superpowerrivalrywouldputthem undercoldwarcontrolthatwouldunderminetheirnewly
acquiredindependentstatus.Consequently,thethirdworldnationswantedtoestablishtheir
ownidentityintheworldaffairs.

AIMSANDOBJECTIVEOFNAM
ReferenceQuestion:
1.AccountfortheadoptionofNon-AlignmentbypostindependentAfricanstates
a.Tomaintainworldpeacebypromotingnon-violencemeansandrejecttheuseofforce
b.Tosupportself-determinationandnationalindependenceinthethirdworldandrejectall

formsofimperialism
c.Safeguardthesovereigntyofmemberstatesagainstdominationbythesuperpowersi.e.

encourageindependenceofnon-alignednationsfrom coldwarofgreatpowers
d.Todiscouragemilitaryalliancesandpushfordisarmamentofsuperpowers
e.Enhancesocioeconomicdevelopmentand therestructuring ofinternationaleconomic
systems
f.Topromoteeconomicindependenceofmemberstates
g.Encourageactiveparticipationofnon-alignedstates(thirdworld)ininternationalaffairs

especiallyintheUNwithoutcoercionanddominationfrom greatpowersofthenorth
h.StrengthentheUNOtowardseffectiveperformance
i. Promotesouth-southcooperationi.e.cooperationamongthirdworldnationswithmutual
understandingandtolerance
j. Ensurepeacefulcoexistenceamongallnationsoftheworldi.e.democratiseinternational

relations
k.RejectallformsofracialdiscriminationlikeapartheidandZionism
1.EncouragerespectforhumanrightsasproclaimedintheUniversalDeclarationofHuman

Rights
m.Totaleradicationofpovertyfrom non-alignedcountries

Note:
AttheLusakaconferenceofSeptember1970,Non-alignedmembersadoptedtwonewaims:
 Peacefulresolutionofdisputesintheworld;
 Oppositiontostationingofmilitarybasesintheforeigncountries,especiallythethird

world.

TheaimsandobjectivesoftheNon-alignedmovementwereofficiallyproclaimedinthe
HavanaDeclarationof1979atthesixthNon-alignedSummitConferenceinCuba.

PerformanceoftheNon-alignedmovement

Referencequestions-'
1.ExplainthesuccessesoftheNon-alignedmovementsinceitsinception
2.HowrelevantistheconceptofNon-alignmentinpost-independenceAfrica?
3.HowsuccessfulhasbeentheNon-alignedmovementsinceits1955

SUCCESSESANDACHIEVEMENTS:
1. TheNon-alignedmovementhadalongperiodofexistenceasablocofdevelopingnations

sinceitsofficialinaugurationin1961.Themovementhasbeeninexistenceforoverfifty
yearsandthishasbeenduetothecontinuousconferencesheldbythememberstates



sincetheBelgradeconferenceof1961,andthestronggroundtakenbymemberstates
duringinternationalforumsliketheUnitedNationsGeneralAssemblies.

2. Themovementattractedmanydevelopingcountrieshenceexpandingmembership.As
moreAsianandAfricannationsbecameindependent,theyjoinedthemovementthus
membershipwidenedfrom theoriginaltwenty-ninestatestooveronehundredandtwenty.
Mostofthe membersofthe movementare from Asia,Americas,Africa and three
membersfrom Oceania.ThelastmemberstojoinincludeFiji(2011)from Oceaniaand
AzerbaijanofAsia(2011)

3. The NAM through the Working Group on Peace Keeping Operations has greatly
contributedtotheprevailingworldpeaceandstability.Non-alignedmemberscontributed
tocontainingthecoldwartensionofsuperpowerswhichhadthreatenedworldpeaceand
security.The movementcondemned the arms race by the superpowers through
supportingtheStrategicArmsLimitationTalks(SALT)againstnuclearweaponsandthe
StrategicArmsReductionTalks(START).TheSALTandSTARTreducedonmilitarization
oftheworld,calmeddowntheeast-westconflictandfinallyledtothefinalcollapseofcold
warpolitics.WorkingGrouponPeaceKeepingOperationshasalsobeeninstrumentalin
proposing peace expeditionsin statesthreatened bywarand conflict,forinstance,
Somalia.

4. Consequently,the pressuresand activitiesofthe Non-aligned movementled to the
collapseofcoldwarpolitics.Memberstatescontinuedwiththeirpursuitofneutralism or
positiveneutralityastheycondemnedtheactivitiesofthesuperpowerslikethearmsrace.
Asathirdbloc,Non-alignednationsusedtheUnitedNationsasaplatform toisolatethe
ideologicalwarandbringaboutamutualconsentbetweentheUSSRandtheUSA.The
pressureoftheNAM ledtothecollapseoftheBerlinwallandthere-unificationof
Germany,andthedisintegrationoftheSovietUnion,whichdealtafinalblow tothe
communistbloc.

5. TheNon-alignedmovementhasstoodfirm indemandingforreformationoftheUnited
Nationsasawayofstrengtheningitseffectivenessincarryingoutitsactivities.TheNAM
hasopenlycriticisedthecurrentUN-structureandpowerdynamicsthathasbeentaken
advantageofandutilizedbypowerfulstatesattheexpenseofNon-alignedstates,which
violatestheprinciplesofthemovement.ThemovementhasoutlinedtheUnitedNations
SecurityCouncilasthemostdistortedandundemocraticorganthatneedsreshapingto
improvetransparencyanddemocracyintheUN decision-makingprocess.Hencethe
alignedstatesledtotheestablishmentoftheUNDPin1965,andthenegotiationonan
InternationalEconomicOrder(IEO)inthe1970stosolvetheNorth-Southconflict.

6. TheNon-alignedstateshaveproducedanimpactoninternationalpolitics.Theyhave
continuouslydemandedformutualrespectofallnationsoftheworld,bigorsmallinthe
internationalaffairs.Duetothestrengthofthemovement,thesuperpowersandother
greatpowershavealliedwithNon-alignednationsinattempttowintheirsupportfor
variousworldpolicies.TheUSAthroughtheUNSecurityCouncil(UNSC)hasworkedwith
manyNon-alignedstatesinbothAfricaandAsiainthecampaignagainstterrorism.The



movementhasbeeninstrumentalintheUN peacekeepingmissionslaunchedbythe
SecurityCouncilinNamibia,Yugoslavia,SomaliaandAngola.

7. Non-alignmenthasenhancedunityandcooperationamongmemberstates.Thissouth-
southcooperationi.e.cooperationamongthirdworldnationshasenabledtheformation
ofaunitedfrontofdevelopingnationsduringtheUnitednationsGeneralAssemblies.Non-
alignedmembershaveworkedtogetherandhaveusedonevoiceinanattempttoreduce
thedominanceofsuperpowersandindustrialisednationsontheinternationalscene.

8. TheNon-alignedmovementhasbeeninstrumentalintheconsolidationandpromotionof
Afro-Asiansolidarity.ThemutualcooperationbetweenAfricanandAsianstatesbecame
officialattheBandungconferenceandhasbeenpropagatedduringthevariousNon-
alignedconferenceslikethe1960Cairoconference,the1961Belgradeconference,and
the1970 Lusakaconference.Consequently,coordination between African and Asian
nationshasbeenwitnessedinthefieldofeducation,tradeandindustry,humanitarianand
technologicaladvancement.

9. Themovementhasachievedeconomicfruits.Economically,strongnon-alignednations
havealwaysextendedfinancialandtechnicalassistancetomemberstatesinwanting.
Non-alignedpowerslikeIndia,Indonesia,UAEandSaudiArabiahaveprovidedfundsand
technicalexpertisetoprojectsunderwayforweakmemberslikeAngola,Ugandaand
Tanzania.ThemovementhasthereforeboostedtheconfidenceofNon-alignednationsto
rejectanyeconomicassistancefrom greatpowerswithstringsattached.

10.Consequently,theNon-alignedmovementledtotheestablishmentofthesouth-to-south
commissionin1988withamajoraim ofincreasingcooperationamongthesouthern
nationsi.e.nationsofthirdworld.Thesouth-to-southcommissionwasalsoformedto
addresstheeconomicbackwardnesŝ oftheNon-alignedmembersandthecontinued
exploitationoflow developingnationsbythedevelopedworld.TheNAM hashence
collaboratedwithotherorganisationsofthedevelopingworldliketheGroupof77to
promotedialogueandcooperationamongthirdworldnationsinanefforttocreateglobal
awarenessabouttheirpoliticalinterests.

11.Membershaveupheldanddemonstratedthenon-alignedprincipleofmaintainingfriendly
relationsofallnationsoftheworld.TheNon-alignedmovementhashencecondemned
imperialistattacks,actsofaggressionandotherinjusticesofbigpowersagainstweaker
nations.MembersoftheNAM condemnedtheSovietinvasionofAfghanistanin1979,the
AmericanaggressiveattackonLibyain1981,theAmericaninvasionandoccupationof
AfghanistanandIraqandtheinvasionandoccupationofLibyabytheNATOin2011that
consequentlyledtothemysteriousassassinationofthegreatLibyanleaderMuammar
Gadhafi.

12.TheNon-alignedmovementboostedthedevelopmentofAfricannationalism.Throughthe



United Nations General Assembly,Non-aligned members aired out anti-colonial
sentimentsagainstEuropeancolonialpowersanddemandedfortheinterventionofthe
internationalbodyinfavourofAfricanandAsianstatesunderforeigndomination.The
effortsofthemovementagainstforeigndominationinfluencedthemajorpowersinthe
UNtoreconsidertheirapproachtowardsthepersistentforeigndominationsinAfricaand
Asia.

13.Non-alignedmemberscondemnedracialdiscriminationanddominanceintheworld.The
spiritofnon-alignmentinspiredthemovementtocondemnapartheidinSouthAfrica
wherethewhitesoppressively dominated majorityAfricans. Memberstatesextended
moralandfinancialassistancetoAfricansagainsttheapartheidregime.Themovement
has also been instrumentalin pressurizing the United Nations to intervene in the
PalestinianquestionagainstZionistIsrael.

14.TheNon-alignedmovementhasattemptedtointerveneinconflictsinvolvingmember
states.Non-alignedcountriescondemnedtheinvasionofKuwaitbyIraqandoftentried
meditatinginthePakistaniconflict.Themovementmemberswerepartofthesuccessin
thearbitrationprocessintheSudanconflictthatpeacefullyendedtheprotractedcivil
unrestsince1955.ThearbitrationintheSudanconflictledtothe2011referendum thatled
tothemutualindependenceoftheSouthSudan,henceanewmemberofthemovement.

15.Non-alignednationshavestoodfortherightsofallpeopleintheworldandthesovereign
rightofeverystate.TheNAM adoptedtheuniversaldeclarationofhumanrights(UDHR)
andtheUnitedNationscharterthatcallsforsovereignequalityofallpeoplesofthewhole
world.Themovementencouragesrespectforhumanrightsandcondemnsunilateral
aggressions ofpowerfulnations overthe weak ones.This is aimed atsupporting
sovereignexistenceofallnationsintheworld.ThemovementthroughitsWorkinggroup
onHumanRightshasoftenstoodforsocialjustice,hasfiercelystoodagainstcultural
marginalisationbycallingforprotectionofculturaldiversityandreligioustolerancein
worldaffairs.

16.MembersoftheNon-alignedmovementhavecontinuouslyemphasiseddemocracyand
theestablishmentofpeoples'governments.TheycondemneddictatorialregimesofIdi
AmininUgandaandHussienSadam regimes.Themovementcalledforpeacefulhandover
ofpowerthrough constitutionaland democratic means.Non-aligned nations has
collectivelystood againstmilitarycoups and has condemned unlawfultakeoverof
governmentbymilitarymen.

17.SomeNon-alignedmemberstateshavemanagedtoexercisefreedom ofactionwhile
dealingwithgreatpowers.ThiswasexhibitedbyLibyaagainsttheNATOinvasionin2011.
Egyptexercisedthesamefreedom ofactionandnationalisedtheSuezCanalCompanyin
1956aftertheUnitedStatesofAmericaandtheUnitedKingdom withdrewtheireconomic
aid meant to enable Nasser's revolutionary government to establish the Aswan
engineeringproject.



Problemsorchallengesofthemovementsinceitsinception
TheNAM hasfacedalotofproblemswhichhavemadeitdifficultforthemovementto
achievemostoftheobjectives:

Reference
a)ExaminethechallengestoNon-alignment
b)DiscussthefactorsthathavehinderedtheperformanceoftheNon-alignedmovement
c)AccountforthefailureoftheNAM since1961
1. PersistentpovertyandeconomicbackwardnessamongtheNon-alignednationsisoneof

thefarreachingproblemsthathavemadetheconceptofnon-alignmenttoremainamyth.
Hence memberstates have ended up aligning with oracceptdictations ofthe
industrialisedpowers,andthishasunderminedtheireconomicindependence.

2. Ideologicaldifferenceshavecreatedconflictsamongmemberstates.Alotofmistrusts
andsuspicionshavemadeitimpossibleforthenon-alignedstatestofulfillthemajoraims
andobjectivesofthemovement.StateslikeTanzania,Ghana,Yugoslavia,IndiaandCuba
embracedscientificsocialism atthetimeothernon-alignedstateslikeKuwaitandKenya
committedtocapitalism.Thedifferencesinideologyhaveaffectedunityandcooperation
ofnon-alignedmembers.

3. Neo-colonialism isyetanotherthorninthefleshoftheNon-alignedmovement.Former
colonialmastersandtheindustrialisednationshavecontinuedtodictatepoliciesuponthe
newlyindependentstatesofthethirdworld.Non-alignedstateshavebeenunabletomake
independentpoliticalorsocio-economicdecisionswithoutmanipulationfrom thewest.
DuringtheNon-alignmentconferenceinHarare,LiberiawasinfluencedbytheUSA to
opposetheresolutionofimposingeconomicsanctionsonapartheidSouthAfrica.

4. Politicalinstabilitieswithinmemberstateshavehinderedtheprogressofthemovement.
Suchinstabilitiesincludecivilwars,ethnicandracialclashes,whichareadiseaseinmany
developing nations.Thepoliticalinstabilitieshavestrained resourcesofNon-aligned
statesandhaveinfluencedthem toagreetomilitarypactswithgreatpowers.

5. Theendofcoldwarpoliticsleftthemovementwithnocommonenemy.Ideally,theNon-
alignedmovementwasanoffspringblocofthecoldwartensionbetweenthewesternand
eastern blocs.The collapse ofthe ideologicalwarthreatened the existence ofthe
movementasnon-alignedcountrieshavefailedtoestablishnewprinciplestoguidetheir
relationsandactivitiesinworldpolitics,awayfrom thecoldwarera.

6. Lackofaproperdefinitionofnon-alignmenthasbeenanotherthreattothemovement.
Non-alignedmembershavepromotedandimplementedpoliciesaccordingtothewaythey
understandthemovement.AhmedSurkanoofIndonesiadennednon-alignmentasapolicy
gearedtowardscontainingcoldwarwhileothernon-alignedleaderslikeNyereredefinedit
asarightofsmallnationstoself-determination.Thisvarianceinapproachaffectedand
continuestoaffectdecisionmakingofthemovement.

7. Thereisalwaysforeignsupervision,patronizeandinterruptionbypowerblocsandgreat
powersoftheworld,thussuffocatingtheinterestsofnon-alignedstates.Duringcoldwar
times,theSovietUnioninfluencedCubatoaccepther(theUSSR)asunofficialallyofthe
Non-alignedmovement,whiletheUSA usednon-alignedstateslikeKenya,Liberiato
preventthemovementfrom imposingsanctionsonapartheidSouthAfrica.Suchexternal
influenceaffectedtheoperationsofthemovement.

8. ThewideoperationareaoftheNon-alignedmovementhasprovedabighindrancetothe
activitiesofthemovement.Membershiptothemovementisentirelyforthirdworldof



countriesofthe'south'andthusitsoperationsincludethedifferentcontinentslikeAsia,
Africa,SouthAmericaandsomepartsofNorthAmericaliketheCaribbeanandWest
Indies.Thisisoneofthemajorhindrancestomutualcooperation,unity,andsupport
amongnon-alignedstates.

9. Non-alignedstatesareaffiliatedmembersofothergroupsandorganisations.Since1963,
AfricanindependentstateshavebeenmembersoftheOrganisationofAfricanUnity(OAU),
now theAfricanUnion(AU)andareunderregionalgroupings like the EastAfrican
Community,PreferentialTreatyArea,andtheEconomicCommunityofWestAfricanStates;
whiletheArabstateshaveconsolidatedtheircooperationthroughtheArabLeague.The
memberstatesofthereforepaymoreloyaltytoothergroupingsthantheNAM.

10.ThepersistentinterstatesconflictsareyetanothergreatchallengeoftheNon-aligned
movement.Non-alignednationshaveoftenbeenengagedininterstatewranglesdueto
borderissuesorsupportofsubversiveandterroristactivitiesinanothermembercountry.
ConflictshaveexistedbetweenIndiaandPakistan,IraqandKuwait,Ugandaandthe
Congo,Nigeria and Cameroon,Morocco and Algeria among others.The interstate
wrangles among non-aligned countries have endangered unity and harmony in the
movement.

11.ManyofthecorefoundersoftheNon-alignedmovementareeitherdeadorhaveleftthe
politicalscene.KwameNkrumahwasoustedinthe1966Ghanaiancoupbeforehedied
yearslaterNasserdiedin1970,andSurkano,JawaharlalNehruandJosip(Joseph)Tito
arealllonggone.Themovementishenceinthehandsofnewgenerationleaderswhodo
nothaveinitialvisionandmotivesofthefounderstatesmenofnon-alignment.

12.Leadersofnon-alignednationsareeitherdrivenbypersonalornationalinterests,which
havesuffocatedthenon-alignedinterests.NasserofEgyptjoinedthemovementwitha
basicaim ofpromotingpanArabism,YugoslavianTitowantedtousetheNon-aligned
movementtoensureYugoslaviansecuritybyreducingcoldwartensionandMuseveni
engagedinnon-alignedactivitiestoconfirm tothefactthatUgandanshavelegitimate
interestsoftheirownthanbeingpro-westorpro-east.Tohim non-alignmentistakingthe
bestandrejectingthebadfrom everysystem;butwithoutallowingoutsidepowersto
prescribewhatisbestforUgandaasanon-alignednation,henceUgandajudgesfriend
andfoeaccordingtohowtheyrelatewithUgandaninterests.

ShortcomingsandfailuresoftheNon-alignedmovement
Theaboveproblemshaverenderedthemovementweakthroughthefollowingways
1. BilateralmilitaryagreementshavebeensignedbetweenmemberstatesoftheNon-aligned

movementandpowerblocs.CountrieslikeAfghanistan,IraqandDemocraticRepublicof
Congo.KenyaandUgandahavesignedtreatieswiththewesternbloconeconomicand
militarylines.OtherslikeAngola,Libya,BurmaandtheSudanalignedwiththeEasternbloc.
Thisisagainsttheprinciplesofnon-alignment.

2. The movementhas failed to solve interstate conflicts among non-aligned nations.
ConflictsandpoliticalmisunderstandingshaveexistedbetweenIndiaandPakistan,Iraq
and Kuwait,Uganda and theSudan and theCongo question,which caused tension
betweenUganda,theKabiraadministrationandRwanda.Suchconflictshaveinfluenced
memberstatesoftheNAM toallywiththewestinthequestforsolutions.

3. TheNon-alignedmovementfailedinitsattempttomaintainpoliticalstabilityandsecurity
ofitsmemberstates.ManymilitarycoupsandcivilwarshavebeenexperiencedinAfrican
stateslikeUganda,Congo,TheSudan,TheCentralAfricanRepublic(CAR)andAsian
countrieslikeIraq,Lebanon,AfghanistanandSyria.Thishasaffectedpeaceinthese



nationshencerenderingthemovementineffective.

4. TheNAM hasfailedtodevelopintoacohesivebodythatcanthreatentheworldpower
blocs.Thepowerblocs,thatis,EasternandWesternblocshavecontinuedtoexisteven
afterthecollapseofcoldwarpolitics,henceleadingtoanew trendofimperialism.The
NAM isthesecondlargestorganisationaftertheUNandhasabout60%ofitsmembers
asmembersoftheUNaswell.Themovementhashoweverfailedtoexertitsinfluencein
worldpoliticsasthepowerblocshavealwaysappearedsuperiortothemovementand
hencecontinuesubordinatingthealignedstatesinworldaffairs.Themovementhas
henceremainedinaninferiorpositionduringinternationalconventionsliketheUN-General
Assembly.

5. Memberstatesofthemovementhavenotabsolutelyfollowedthe"principleofnon-
alignment"or"positiveneutrality".Thealignedstatessincecoldwartimesfailedtouphold
theprincipleof"positiveneutrality",andinsteadendedupidentifyingthemselvesalong
foreignideologies.i.e.capitalism andcommunism.Thefailureofpositiveneutralityhas
notonlyperpetuated neo¬colonialism in memberstatesofthemovement,butalso
underminesthesovereignstatusandindependentexistenceofthealignedstates.

6. TheNAM hasfailedtopreventideologicalconflictsamongmemberstates.Conflictshave
occurredamongmemberstatesasaresultofideological:differences.Thebiggernations
ofthemovementhaveonmanyoccassionsunderminedproceedingsforwardedbyNon-
alignedmembersregardedtobeweakerthanthem.Thishasaffectedtheprocessof
findingacommonapproachtoproblemsoftheworldandthereforehinderingsolidarity
withinthemovement.

7. Themovementhasfailedtopromoteeconomicdevelopmentofmemberstates.Most
membersareweakscientifically,technicallyandsocio-economically,whichhas caused
theirpoliticalvulnerabilitytoneo-colonialinfluenceofpowerblocs.Asarequirement,the
movementhasfailedintheendeavorstocollectivelyencouragecapacitydevelopmentof
itsmemberstatestouplift–theirsocio-economicalwelfare.

8. Themovementhasfailedinitsendeavourstoimproveonthelivingconditionsofthe
peopleofitsmemberstates.MajorityoftheNon-Alignedmemberstateshavebeen
increasinglyaffectedbythelevelsofignorance,diseases,poverty,starvationandother
related socio-economicproblems.The intervention ofthe western internationalnon-
governmentalorganisationshasopenedgatesforincreaseddominationandexploitation
ofNon-alignedstates.ThepoorestnationsoftheworldregardingtotheUNDPpoverty
indexaremostlymembersofthemovement.

9. EconomiccooperationhasnotbeencompletelyachievedamongNon-alignedstates.The
poorqualityofagriculturalandindustrialcommoditiesofNon-alignedstateshasforced
mostofthem establisheconomicandtradetieswiththewest.Competitionforwestern
investorshasbeenrampantamongNAM membersintheireffortstouplifttheireconomic
standards.AllthesehaveonlyhinderedeconomicrelationsofNon-Alignedmembersbut
also worsen the dependence syndrome among memberstates ofthe Non-aligned
movement.

10.ThemovementhasfailedtocheckonpersonalconflictsofheadsofNon-alignedstates
whichhaveaffectedthemovement.In1969,FidelCastroofCubaorganisedtheHavana
Conference ofNon-aligned countries which some memberstates ignored.Conflicts
existedbetweenSultanHassanofMoroccoandBenAliofTunisia,JosephkabilaofDR-
CongoandPaulKagameofRwanda.



11.Themovementfailedtocondemnandpreventmilitarism ofgreatpowersintheNon-
alignedcountries.MajorPowersoftheworldsincethe1960shaveexercisedactsof
aggressionagainstin-alignedcountriesforexample;Francetestedanuclearbombinthe
Saharain1966andtheVSbombardmentofBenghaziinLibyainthe1980s.TheNAM did
nottakeactionapartfrom verballycondemningthemajorpowers.Theweaknessofthe
movementinpreventingmilitarism majorpowerswasfurtherexposedin2011whenthe
NATO unleashedexplosionsinLibyaagainstGadhafi'sregime.Themovementdidnot
clearlycomeouttorescueLibyafrom theNATOimperialism.

12.NonAlignedmembershavefailedtopreventinfluenceofwesternculturesfrom eroding
nativeculturalheritage.TheNon-alignedstateshavecontinuouslybeendominatedby
westernculturalagainstthenativeculturesandthishasaffectedthesocialandculture
integrations the movement.Dubious western practices like homosexualityand gay-
marriagearehighlygrowing intheNAM fraternitycourtesyofwesternmoneysand
politicalfavourspouringintodesperatecountries,mostofwhichareNon-Aligned.

13.Somememberstateshaveacceptedbiggerpowerstoestablishmilitarybasesintheir
territories.SuchstatesincludePakistan,Egypt,Kenya,CentralAfricanRepublic(CAR),Iraq,
Afghanistanmentionbutafew.TheestablishmentofmilitarybasesinNon-alignedstates
hasunderminedthesovereignstatusandterritorialintegritythatthemovementhas
stronglyencouraged.

14.Non-Alignedstateshavebecomebreedinggroundsforterroristactivitiesintheworld.
Terroristorganisationshaveharboured,organisedandunleashedactivitiesofterrorism
usinggroundsofilignedstatesliketheSudan,Somalia,Pakistan,AfghanistanandIraq.
TheleaderoftheAlQaeda,OsamaBinLadenwaskilledinAbbottabadinPakistan,a
strong memberofNAM,whereithad soughtrefugefollowing thepopularmassive
terroristactivitiesofSeptember11,2011ontheUSA.

THEPAN AFRICAN MOVEMENT(PAM)ANDTHECONCEPTOFPAN AFRICANISM SINGE
1900
ThePanAfricanMovement(PAM)isanorganisationofself-expression,coordinationand
resistanceofAfricanpeoplesthroughouttheworldintheirquestforatotalandcomplete
liberation.

TheconceptofPanAfricanism emphasisesspiritualunityofblacksintheworldwithastrong
attachmenttowardstheblackcontinentAfrica.ItseekstounifytheAfricanpeopleorpeople
livinginAfrica,intoa"OneAfricancommunity."

Themovementupholdstherighttoself-governance(independence)inAfrica,recognisesthe
desiretopreserveandrevivetheAfricanculturalheritageandAfricaneconomicadvancement.
ItcondemnsslaveryandcolonialinfluencethatrapedtheAfricanculturalheritage.'hence,it
aimsatachievinganAfricanpersonalityanddignity.

PanAfricanism pre-supposesthatbothAfricansintheDiasporaandthoseinAfricasuffered
atthehandsofthewhiterace.TheAfricandescendantsintheDiasporasufferedfrom slavery
underthewhiteslave-lordsandthoseinAfricaweresubjectedtountoldatrocitiescommitted
againstthem byEuropeancolonialists.

ItisonthisbasisthattheadvocatesofpanAfricanism,whoincluded,Dr.William Edward
Burdhgart(WEB)DuBois,BlaiseDiagne,Dr.Alexander,MarcusGarveyandGeorgePadmore
etcetera,emergedtoopposethecontinuedoppressionandexploitationofblacksbythewhite
raceinthepoliticalandsocio-economicfields.TheadvocatesofPanAfricanism wereAfrican
descendantsinthediasporamainlyfrom Americas(includingWestIndiesandtheCaribbean).



Theywerefreed-slavesbutstillfacingmarginalisation.TheAfricandescendantsweredenied
freedomsofassociation,ownershipoflandandpropertyandwereraciallydiscriminatedwith
novotingrights.

Therefore,thePanAfricanistslongedtoimproveonthepositionoftheblack-manthrough
agitatingforequaltreatmentfrom thewhiterace.TheyidentifiedthemselveswithAfricaand
desiredtoseeAfricafreefrom foreignruleandEuropeandomination.Toachievethis,they
came up with the conceptofPan Africanism implying theirspiritualunion with their
motherlandAfrica.

ThePanAfricanconceptwasaimedatagitatingforapoliticalfederationofAfricanstates
underthe"United,StatesofAfrica."However,withtheattainmentofindependence,the
conceptofapoliticallyunitedAfricawassoonreplacedbytheassertionofcompetingnational
interestswithinthenewlyindependentAfricanstates.

OriginofpanAfricanism
PanAfricanism isapoliticalandculturalphenomenonthatregardsAfrica,Africansand
Africandescendantsabroadasaunit,andaimsattheregenerationandunificationofAfrica
andthepromotionofthefeelingofsolidarityamongthepeopleoftheAfricanworld.

PanAfricanism originatedintheNewWorldintheeighteenthandnineteenthcenturiesasan
integralpartoftheblackliberationstruggleagainstwhitedominationandexploitation.In
Africa,thePanAfricanMovement(PAM)tookanewtwistofliberationfrom thedateoffascis:
ItalianaggressiononEthiopianin1935.

ThePAM aroseoutofandinresponsetotheoppressionsofAfricanpeoplesfortheirdignity,
self-respectandindependentstatehood,andsuppressionoftheirspecialandeconomic
freedom.

By1900,theAfricandescendantshadintensifiedtheiractivitiestosecureequalrights,self-
governmentandindependenceforAfrica,andunityoftheAfricanpeoples.MarcusGarvey
referredthePAM asaninspirationtoencourageself-awarenessonthepartofAfricansby
encouragingthestudyoftheirhistoryandculture.

Theleadershipofthemovementcamefrom theAmericasuntilthefifthPACinManchester

UK,in1945,whichsawtheemergenceofAfricannationalistfigures/notablyKwameNkrumah
andJomoKenyatta,withaprogrammeofAfrican'autonomyandindependence.

Themovementstartedasablackintellectual,culturalandpoliticalmovementthatadvocated
fortherightsandfreedomsofAfricandescendantsinthenewworld(America,WestIndies,
andtheCaribbean).TheseAfricandescendantsroseupfollowingthediscriminationthey
facedaftertheabolitionofslavetradeandslavery.

ThePanAfricanism wasajointeffortbyAfrican-Americanstofightagainstslavery,white
dominationandexploitationtheyexperiencedintheDiaspora.Theyfeltdepressed,homeless
asorphansand so much unwanted in the New World.Theyhence,thought-ofAfrica
excellentlyandwithnodoubtastheirancestrallandandbelievedthecontinentwastheir
sourceofloveandhappiness.

ThepioneersofPanAfricanism wereintellectualslikeMarcusGarveyfrom Jamaica,astrong
scholarand writer,Dr.William Edward Burdhgart(WEB)DuBois,Dr.Alexander,George
PadmoreandSylvesterWilliamsaTrinidadlawyer.Educationwastherefore,amajorfactor
thatarousednationalism oftheseNegrosandtheirdesireforfreedom.Theysharedthesame
objectiveofliberatingtheblackracethoughtheydifferedinapproach.MarcusGarveyheaded



agroupthatwasradicalandsupportedamilitantapproachwhereasotherslikeDr.DuBois
weremoderateaidoptedforstrongconstitutionalmeansofachievingAfricandemands.

ThePanAfricanistsformedassociationsandheldconferencesthatlaterexportedtheideasof
Pan Africanism to Africa.The associations included the American Negroes Academy
AssociationofDr.Alexander,theNationalAssociationfortheColouredPeopleledbyDr.
William EdwardBurdghartDuBois,andtheUniversalNegroMovementofMarcusGarvey.

SincetheinceptionofPanAfricanism,aseriesofPanAfricanCongresses(PACs)havealso
proceededinthevariouscitiesacrossEurope,AmericaandAfrica.TheyincludedthePACin
London-UK (1900);the1919PAC inParis-France;the1921PAC inLondon-UK,Brussels-
Belgium andParis-France;the1923PACinLondon-UKandLisbon-Portugal;the1927PACin
New York-USA;the1945PACinManchester-UKandthe1958AAPCinAccraGhana.Other
inferencesincludedtheSixthPACinDaresSalaam-Tanzania(1974)andtheSeventhPACin
Kampala-Uganda(1994).

Aim andobjectivesofPanAfricanism
 Promoteandforgeunityofblacksallovertheworldregardlessofeducationand

economiclevels

 Restoretheblack-man'srespectanddignitythatwaswhitewashedbyslaveryand
Europeancolonialexploitation.

 RevivetheAfricanculturalheritagethatwasunderminedbyslavery,Christianityand
colonialism.

 TobuildandestablishastrongloyaltytoAfrica,asopposedtoindividualanddivisive
interests:thePanAfricanistsencouraged"AfricanforAfrican."

 Establishastrongblackvoiceagainstwhitedominationandexploitation.

 PromoteinternationalrelationswithotherraceswithoutAfricansbeingenslavedor
exploited.

 PromoterespectoftherightsofAfricans.

 UpliftAfricaninterestsandthedesiretodevelop.

 EradicateinterstateconflictsoutoftheentireAfricancontinent.

 Ensure respect and defence of African sovereignty,territorial integrity and
independencethePanAfricanistswantedtopreventforeignersfrom exploitingAfrican
resourcesan:interveninginAfricanaffairs.

 Enforceregionaleconomicintegrationasawayofendingeconomicexploitationofthe
Africanstatesbyforeigners.

 UplifttheAfricanstandardsoflivingandpossiblycurbdownpoverty.

 Promotetechnologicaltransferfrom thenew worldtoAfrica. ThePanAfricanists
highlightedscienceandtechnologyasameanstopromotedevelopmentandcreate
materialconditionsfortheliberationoftheAfricanpeople.

Pleasenote:
Theemancipationofwomen,theendtoapartheid,religiousfreedom,freedom ofmovement,
freedom ofexpression,economiccooperation,Africanunityandsocialtransformationwereal



placedonthePanAfricanagendaforAfricanliberationfrom theperiodofslaverytothe
independenceoftheAfricancontinentandfreedom tothepeoplesthroughouttheworld.

THEPANAFRICANMOVEMENTINPHASES
PHASE1since1900

ThemodernPanAfricanMovementstartedleadingthestruggleforAfricanrightsofficiallyin

1900.Duringthisperiod,aseriesofPanAfricanConferences(PACs)wereheldinvarious

citiesacrossEuropeandAmerica.

Thiswasmainlyaradicalmovementdominatedbyintellectualsfrom AmericaandWestIndies
whoincludedDr.William EdwardBurdhgart(W.E.B.)DuBois,MarcusGarvey,GeorgePadmore,
andAlexander.

ItwascharacterisedbyPoliticalmanoeuvresinEuropeanandAmericancapitals,aimedat
liberatingtheblacksallovertheworldfrom racialsegregation.Variousconferenceswereheld
duringthisperiodandthiswasbecauseoftheintellectualcharacteristicofthePAM.The
conferencesheldincluded:

The1900LondonConference;
ThiswasthefirstconferenceofpeopleofAfricandescent:itorganisedbySirHenrySylvester
WilliamsaTrinidadianBarrister.Theconferencetookplacefrom July23-25attheLondon's
WestMinisterHall.ItwasattendedbyStaunchandradicalPanAfricanistslikeAlexanderand
Dr.William EdwardBurdhgart(W.E.B.)DuBois.

The 1900 London conference was the firstever-politicalconference by blacks to be
recognisedbythewhiteadministrators,andthefirsttounitethepeopleofAfricanorigin.The
delegatescondemnedthegrabbingofAfricanlandandracialdiscriminationbycolonialists.

Duringtheconference,Dr.William EdwardBurdhgart(W.E.B.)DuBoisdraftedalettertothe
QueenoftheUKandotherEuropeanleadersappealingtothem tostruggleagainstracism,to
grantblackcoloniesinAfricaandtheWestIndiestherighttoself-government.DuBoisalso
demandedforpoliticalandotherrightsfortheblacksintheUnitedStates.

The1919PACinParis:
TheconferencewasthefirstofficialPAC.Itwasheldfrom February19-21.Itwasorganised
byDr.William EdwardBurdghart(W.E.B.)DuBoisassistedbyaSenegalesebornBlaiseDiagne,
theHeadofChamber'sCommitteeonColonies.Fifty-seven(57)delegatesfrom America,
WestIndiesEurope,andAfricaattended,representingabout85,000,000peopleofNegroand
AfricandescentAfricandelegateswerefrom Egypt,Abyssinia,Liberia,Algeria,BelgianCongo
andthePortuguesecolonies.

ManypeoplecouldhaveattendedtheParisconferencebutweredeniedpassportsbythe
BritishandAmericangovernments.Thepurposeofthemeetingwastounitblackleaders
worldwidetosecureinternationalizationofformerGermancoloniesinAfrica.

TheconferencewasatthetimevectorpowersofWorldWarIledbytheBritishandFrance,
wereholdingtheVersaillespeaceSettlementinthecityofParis.ThemaintaskofPan
AfricanistswaspetitionthemajorpowersattendingtheVersaillespeaceconference.DrWEB
DuboiswantedtherecommendationsoftheAfricanConferencetoberecognizedbytheAllied
VictorsatVersailles.

Inthenameofjusticeandhumanity,thePanAfricandelegatesinParisdemandedforthe
strengtheningoftheforceofcivilizationandthat,immediatestepsbetakentodevelopthe



peopleofAfricandescent.TheresolutionatthePACinParishence,stipulatedthat:
 TheAlliedvictorsandtheirassociatesestablishedacodeoflaws.“Forinternational

protectiontothenativesofAfrica.”

 EstablishmentofapermanentBureawhosespecialdutywasto“overseetheapplication
ofthelaw stipulatedin(a)abovetothepolitical,socialandeconomicwelfareofthe
natives.”

 ThenativesofAfricaand peopleofAfrican descentnr“governed according to the
principlesmentionedabove.”

 Landandallitsnaturalresourcesbepreservedforthenativeswitheffectiveownership.

 Capitalinvestmentandgrantingofconcessionsberegulatedsoastopreventexploitation
ofnativesandexhaustionofthenaturalwealthofthecountry.

 Thegrowingsocialneedsofthenativesmustberegardedandprofitsbetaxedforsocial
andmaterialbenefitsofthenatives.

 Therightofeverynativechildtolearntoreadandwriteintheirownlanguageandthe
languageofthetrusteenatives.

 Slaverandcorporalpunishmentbeabolishedandforcedlabourexceptinpunishmentfor
crimeandthestatetoprescribeandregulatelabourconditions.

 PersonsofAfricansdescentshouldbeaccordedthesamerightliketheirfellowcitizens
(whites)andnottobedeniedavoiceingovernment,courtjusticeorsocialeconomic
equalityonaccountofraceorcolour.

 Greatersecurityoflifeandpropertyshouldbeguaranteedallthenatives.

 Natives workers,like whites,shallequitable representation in allthe international
institutionsoftheLeagueofNations.

 IncasepeopleofAfricansdescentaredeliberatelydenied(excleded)from socialpolitical
andculturalaffairsonracialgrounds,itshallbethedutyofLeaguetointervene.

Theaboveresolutionsresolutions,whichwerealsosenttoMr.CharlesEvansHughes,theUS
SecretaryofState,werehowever,rejected bytheAllied victorsattheVersalliesPeace
Conference.

THE1921LONDONPAC
ThiswasthesecondPanAfricanCongressheldinseveralsessions.ItbeganinLondonUK,
whileotherconferencewereheldinParisFranceandBrusselsBelgium.Amongdelegates
whodeliberatelywasW.F.Hutchinson,ajournalistfrom GoldCostandanIndianrevolutionary
ShapurjiSaklatvala.

ThisPACwasmostlyfocusedonchangetobepresidedoverinAfricabytheEuropeans,for
thegoodofAfricannatives.Themeetingwasmorepracticalthanthepreviousones.Atthe
Londonsession,LondonResolutionswereadopted,laterrestatedby(W.E.B)DuBoisinhis
ManifestototheLeagueofNations.

“England,withallherPaxBritannic,hercourtsofjustice,establishedcommerce,andacertain
apparentrecognitionofNativelawsandcustoms,hasneverthelesssystematicallyfostered

ignoranceamongtheNativeAfricans,hasenslavedthem,andisstillenslavingthem,has



usuallydeclinedeventotrytotrainblackandbrownmeninrealself-government,torecognise
educatedblacksascivilised,ortogranttoAfricancoloniesthoserightsofself-government
whichitfreelygivestowhitemen."

1923LONDONCONFERENCE:
ThiswasthethirdPACheldfirstinLondon-UKandconcludedinLisbon-Portugal133black
delegatesfrom theworld-overattendedthemeeting.Thismeetingwastotallyunorganised.
Thismeetingwasalsoarepeatofthedemandssuchasself-rule,theproblemsinthe
DiasporaandtheAfrican-Europeanrelationship.

Thecongressclaimedthattheabsoluteequalityofallracesinthephysical,politicalandsocio-
economicfieldswasafoundingstonetohumanadvancement.Themajorconcernofthe
conferencewashowever,thesocialimprovementoftheblackracethanpoliticalfreedoms.
Thefollowingwasaddressedatthemeeting:

a. ThedevelopmentofAfricashouldbeforthebenefitofAfricansandnotmerelyforthe
profitsofEuropeans.

b. ThereshouldbehomeruleandaresponsiblegovernmentforBritishWestAfricaandthe
BritishWestIndies.

c. TheAbolitionofthepretensionofawhiteminoritytodominateablackmajorityinKenya,
RhodesiaandSouthAfrica.

d. LynchingandmoblawintheUSshouldbesuppressed:(thelawmostlyharassedblacks)

THE1927PACINNEW YORK:
ItwasscheduledtositinTunisiabutfailedbecauseBritainandFrancecouldnotallow an
AfricansittinginNewYorkitwashoweverattendedby208delegatessignificantlyifadopted
andreinforcedmostoftheresolutionssimilarlyitpassedduringtheearlierconferences.The
colonialauthorities in Africa denied passperts to Africans who wished to attend the
conferenceintheUS.ThisfourthPanAfricanConferencehoweveradoptedresolutionsthat
weresimilartotheThirdPan-AfricanCongressmeetings.

NOTE:
PhasesIhadlittleimpactasitneverinvolvedareasonablenumberofblacksfrom theAfrican
continent.Itwasalsonotspecificindemandingofrightsandindependence.

PHASEII(1945)
ThisperiodwasaturningpointinthehistoryofPanAfricanism,itsgrowthanddevelopment.It
startedwiththefifthPanAfricanCongressheldin1945inManchesterUK.Delegateswho
attendedwerefrom America,Africa,WestIndies,EuropeandtheCaribbean.

ThefifthPanAfricanCongresswasthenextgatheringafterthefirstmajorfourheldinphaseI.
TheConferenceinManchesterwaspre-dominatedbyAfricandelegatesforthefirsttimein
thehistoryofPanAfricanism,AmongtheAfricanswhoattendedwereWallaceJohnsonfrom
SierraLeonePeterAbrahamsfrom SouthAfrica,chiefObafemiAwolowoandNnamdiAzikiwe
ofNigeria.JuliusNyerereofTanganyika,KwameNkrumahandDanquahoftheGoldCoast,
JomoKenyattaofKenyaandHastingsKamuzuBandaofNyasaland.

ThefocusofdiscussionwasontheliberationofcolonialAfrica.TheManchesterConference
wasorganisedbyaspecial'InternationalConferenceSecretariat'consistingofDr.Peter
MilliardofBritishGuyanaaschairperson.KwameNkrumahoftheGoldCoastandGeorge
PadmoreofTrinidadasjointsecretaries,JomoKenyattaofKenyaasassistantsecretary,
PeterAbrahamsofSouthAfricaaspublicitysecretaryandRasMakonnen(formallyGriffins)of



WestIndiesactedasthetreasurer.

About200participantsattendedmostlyfrom colonialAfrica.SomeoftheseAfricandelegates
laterbecamefuturepresidentsofindependentAfricanstates.DuBoiswasthepermanent
chairpersontoallthesessionsoftheManchesterconferencethatrunfrom the15-19of
October1945.

SomeofthefactorsthatinfluencedtheManchesterConferenceincludedtheemergenceofan
eliteclassinAfrica,theItalianinvasionofEthiopia,WorldWarJ.I,Africaneconomicboom,the
1941 Atlantic charter,and concern overthe rights ofpeople ofAfrican descent.The
conferencewasbasicallytounitetheindependencemovementleadersandtofindappropriate
meansofachievingAfricanindependence.

ThesignificanceofthefifthPanAfricanConferenceinManchesterReferenceQuestions:
a)ExaminetheimpactoftheManchesterconferenceonthedevelopmentofPanAfricanism
b)To whatextentdidtheFifthPanAfricanCongressinfluencethegrowthofAfrican

nationalism?
c)Explainthesignificanceofthe1945conferenceinManchesteronPanAfricanism
1. TheManchesterConferenceAfricanisedtheconceptofPanAfricanism:Itwasthefirst

PanAfricanConferencetobeattendedbymanydelegatesfrom Africa.Thedelegatesat
theconferencesharedcommonant-colonialsentiments,astheywereunderthesame
colonialmastersnotablytheBritishandtheFrench.TheideasacquiredatManchester
promptedthem toreturnhomeandconsolidatetheliberationmovement.

2. TheconferencebroughttogetherAfricansfrom Africaand thoseintheDiaspora.It
fosteredunitybetweenthetwogroupsofPanAfricanists.Theconferenceencouragedco-
operationamongPanAfricanistswhosharedideasandstrategiesofachievingunityand
independenceofAfricans.ThePanAfricanistsfrom,Africaburiedtheirmisconceptionof
thosein thediaspora,whom theyhad regarded asstrangers.TheAfrican Diaspora
assuredtheircolleaguesfrom AfricaoftheirsupportagainstEuropeandomination.

3. Duringtheconference,thedelegatesagreedtoselltheideaofPanAfricanism toAfrica.
TheysuggestedtheshiftingofthePanAfricanbasefrom theDiasporatoAfrica.Onreturn
to Africa,the African delegateslaid down a strategyofestablishing a Pan African
foundationthatcametorealityaftertheindependenceofGhanain1957.

4. Itencouraged delegates from Africa to return home and lead theircountries to
independence.Upontheendoftheconference,theseAfricandelegatesreturnedhometo
theirrespectivecountriestoleadtheindependencestruggle.KenyattareturnedtoKenyain
1946andNkrumahreturnedtotheGoldCoastin1947.Nyerere,NnamdiAziluweall
followedsuit,withKamuzuBandareturningtoNyasalandmuchlater.

5. TheManchesterconferencecalledforeffectivemobilisationinordertoscoreagainst
colonialism.PanAfricanistsontheAfricancontinentwerethereforeinfluencedtoform
radicalmovementsthatdemanded forimmediate autonomyand independence,and
respectforsovereigntyandterritorialintegrityofAfricanstates.Theradicalmovements
(politicalparties)adoptedsloganslike'Self-determinationNOW andpassedresolutions
demandingforfreedom,justiceanddemocracyinAfrica.

6. Consequently,delegatesfrom Africawere advised to involve massesin the struggle
forindependence.Unitywasalsocalledforamongthefreedom fighters.Upontheirreturn
toAfrica,thePanAfricanistsinvolvedilliteratepeasantsinthestruggleagainstEuropean
dominationandsensitisedthem onPanAfricanaffairs.Thisledtothepopularityofthe
independencemovement.Notably,NkrumahandKenyattarespectivelytransformedthe



UGCCandtheKAUintomasspoliticalparties.

7. Theconferenceledtoopencriticism againstEuropeancolonialism inAfrica.Intellectual
attacks on colonialexploitation increased within and outside Africa following the
increased politicalawarenessofAfricans.ThePan AfricanistsaftertheManchester
ConferencecondemnedthecontinuedinhumanexploitationofAfricansthroughforced
labour,politicalsuppressionanddiscrimination,andlandgrabbing.

8. DelegatesattheconferenceadvocatedforculturalrevivalamongAfricanstates.They
wereconcernedwiththeabuseoftheAfricanculturalheritagefollowingtheintroduction
ofChristianityandcolonialism byEuropeans.ThedelegatesagreedthatpromotingAfrican
culturalvalueswouldhelptoredefinetheAfricandignityandpersonality.

9. ThefifthPanAfricanconferenceled to theformationoftheWestAfricanNational
Secretariat(WANS)inDecember1945.Thesecretariathadmemberswhoweremainly
WestAfricanpoliticiansstayingintheUKandFrance.TheyincludedDanquahfrom the
GoldCoastandSengohofSenegal.TheWANSpoliticalisedmemberswhoreturnedhome
toAfricatoactivelyinvolvedintheindependencestruggle.

10.Theconferencewasoneoftheearliereventsthatencouragedunity,solidarityandco-
operation ofAfrican leaders both independentas wellas those stillfighting for
independence.The Pan Africanists from independentAfrican States like Ethiopia
motivatedtheircounterpartsfrom colonialAfricatoconsolidatetheirstruggleagainst
colonialism.

11.ThethemeoftheconferencestirredupPanAfricanism.Itstated,'AfricaforAfricansand
Africaforblacks.'ItthereforeconsolidatedAfricanpersonalityanddignity.Thedelegates
attheManchesterConferenceemphasisedrespectforAfricandignity,sovereigntyof
AfricanstatesandrespectofrightsofAfricansinAfricaandblacksinthenewworld.They
demandedfortheimmediatewithdrawalofEuropeansfrom Africa.

12.The ManchesterConference militarised African nationalism.The delegates atthe
conferencerealisedthatAfricanindependencecouldnotbeachievedonasilverplateas
theEuropeancolonialistswerenotpreparedtodecoloniseAfricanterritoriesundertheir
control.They agreed thatitwas useless to condemn colonialism and its related
oppressivepolicieswithouttakingaction.Thedelegateshencesupportedtheuseofforce
andwithdedicationforthesakeofAfricancause.

13.ThefifthPanAfricanconferencelaidthefoundationforfurtherPanAfricanconferences
(PACs).PanAfricanistsfrom AfricanotablyNkrumahandKenyattaacquiredorganization
skillsthatlaterenabledthem tosuccessfullyorganiseAfricangatherings.Onachievingthe
independenceofGhana,Nkrumahorganisedthe"AllAfricanPeoplesConference"(AAPC)
inAccra.Otherconferencesincludedthe1961CairoConference,thesecondAllAfrican
PeoplesConferenceof1974inTanzaniaandthe1963conferenceinAddisAbabaduring
whichtheOAUcharterwassigned.

14.Theconferencestronglycondemnedracism intheworld.Thedelegatesdemandedfor
equaltreatmentoftheblackracebyotherracesespeciallythewhites.Theyattacked
racialdiscriminationofAfricansandthecolouredinSouthAfricaandinthenew world.
The Pan Africanists encouraged the involvementof Africans and blacks in the
developmentoftheworldaffairs.

15.The1945PanAfricanconferenceincreasedtheactivitiesoftheWestAfricanStudents
Union(WASU).MembersofWASUbecameincreasinglyradical;theyusedthepressto
attackcolonialexploitationinAfrica,-petitionedtheBritishgovernmentofClementAtleeto



decoloniseBritishcoloniesinAfrica'-orinitiatereformstopoliticallyempowertheAfricans.
WASUemphasisedunityamongAfricanfreedom activistsandacommonapproachto
attainself-rule.

16.Delegates atthe ManchesterConference demanded forthe implementation ofthe
resolutions ofthe 1941 Atlantic charter.The delegates based theirarguments and
resolutionsontheprinciplesofthecharterthatdemandedforsovereignrightandself-
governmentofallpeopleunderforeigndomination.

PHASEIII(1958)
EVENTSONTHEEVEOFTHEALLAFRICANPEOPLES'CONGRESS(AAPC)
PhaseIIIofPanAfricanism wasmainlyaphaseofstruggleforAfricanindependence,which
haditsroutesestablishedsoonaftertheattainmentoftheindependenceofGhanain1957.At
thetime,KwameNkrumahthefirstleaderofGhanawasthemainactivistbehindthePan
AfricanMovementontheAfricancontinent.

Nkrumahendeavouredtopursueanintegrativeagendaofco-coordinatingunityofAfrican
states.Heechoedthedream ofthepioneersofPanAfricanism ofunifyingtheAfricanpeople
orpeoplelivinginAfrica,intoa'OneAfricanCommunity.'

From 1950to1965,thisperiodcouldbereferredtoasthe'AgeofkwameNkrumah,'bywords,
actionsandexample,NkrumahmobilisedAfricanleadersofbothindependentAfricastates
andliberationmovementsforPanAfricancauses.

Nkrumah's attitude was in confirmation with his declaration on the nightofGhana's
independencethattheindependenceofGhanawasmeaninglessunlessitwaslinkedwith
totalliberationoftheAfricancontinent.ItwasforthisbackgroundthattheleaderofGhana
organisedvariousPanAfricanCongresses.

Itwasthereforefrom thisdatesignifiedbytheattainmentofGhanaianindependenceunder
thedynamicleadershipofNkrumahthatPanAfricanism,asamovementofintegration(unity)
waspursuedwithpurpose.Duringthisperiod,thePanAfricanMovementaimedatimproving
the African politicalculture and economic integration at regional,continentalarid
intercontinentallevels.

NkrumahasthepacesetterfirstspearheadedtheformationofGhana-Guineaunionearlyin
1958.TheunionwaslaterjoinedbyMali,andthiswasthefirststeptowardstheunionof
Africanstates.

Secondly,NkrumahorganisedaconferenceofindependentAfricanstatesinAccrainApril
1958,justa yearafterGhana's independence.The conference was attended by all
independentAfricanstatesofthetimei.e.Egypt,Ethiopia,Ghana'hoststate),Liberia,Morocco,
SudanandTunisia.

The1958AprilconferenceofindependentAfricanstatescalledforremovalofcustomsand
otherrestrictionson trade among allAfrican states;enhance economicexchanges-and
consequentlyestablishacommonmarket.TheindependentAfricanstatesalsoproposedthe
establishmentoftheeconomiccommissionofAfricaandadvocatedforthepoliticalunityof
Africa.

Otherissuesattheconferenceincluded,assistancetotheliberationmovementsthroughout
Africa,therelationbetweenindependentAfricaandtheUnitedNations,andonthewaysand
meansofprotectingAfricafrom thedivisivenessofcoldwarpoliticsoftheeastandwest



blocs,aswellasadoptingtheNon-alignmentpolicy.TheindependentAfricanstatesarguably
laidthebaisisfortheOrganizationofAfricanUnity.

LaterinDecember1958,NkrumahwiththehelpofGeorgePadmorewhom hehadappointed
ashiSpersonaladvisoronPanAfricanissuesconvenedanotherconferenceinAccraknown
astheAllAfricanPeoplesConference.'Thiswasaconferenceofbothleadersofindependent
Africanstatesandliberationmovements.

THEALLAFRICANPEOPLESCONFERENCE(AAPC)
Over250delegatesandseveralobserversattendedtheAAPC.Someofthememberswere
representativesofAfricansfrom SouthAfrica(notablyMandela)whoescapedtheApartheid
security-intelligencenetworktoattendthemeeting.PatriceLumumba(BelgianCongo)and
KamuzuBanda(Nyasaland)werealsoamongthedelegatesfrom colonialAfricathatattended
theAAPC.

Issuesthatwerediscussedincludedanti-colonialism,anti-imperialism,anti-racism,African
unityandnon-alignment.Thedelegatesdiscussedregionalgroupings,colonialboundariesand
theroleofchiefsandreligiousleaders.

TheDecember1958AccraConferencewasintendedtoinstallrevolutionaryspiritinthe
freedom fightersornationalistsasawayofachievinganall-Africanindependenceandlater
theproposedUnitedStatesofAfrica.Nkrumahinhiskeyaddresstothedelegatesstated,
'TodayisAfricanindependence,tomorrowistheUnitedStatesofAfrica...'

SignificanceofthePAM-AfricanPeoples'Congress

ReferenceQuestions
a)How fardidtheAH-AfricanPeoplesConference(AAPC)inAccrainfluencethegrowthof

Africannationalism? ,
b)AssesstheimpactofthePanAfricanCongressofDecember1958onPanAfricanism

TheAll-AfricanPeoplesConferenceprovidedaplatform oranavenueforinteractionbetween
leadersofliberationmovementsandindependentAfricanstates.Thesedelegatesshared
amongstthemselvesideas,strategiesandwaysofachievingAfricanindependence.During
theconferenceNkrumahhadlengthydiscussionswithotherAfricanpoliticalleaderslike
PatriceLumumbaoftheBelgianCongo.Suchpoliticalinteractionscreatedabondamong
Africanleaders.

Delegatesattheconferencecondemnedcolonialism andthecontinuedcolonialdominationin
Africa.WithconcernofAfricanliberationcomingontopoftheconference'sagenda,the
delegatesdiscussedamongotherissuesanti-colonialism andanti-imperialism.Thisincreased
Africangrievancesagainstimperialism andhenceconsolidatedanti-colonialsentimentson
thecontinent.

Thedelegatesattheconferencecondemnallformsofracism inAfrica.Intheirviewsofanti-
racism,theyattackedtheracistregimesinAlgeriabytheFrench,inSouthAfricaandinthe
Portuguesecolonies.Theconferenceagreedtopushforthedisintegration(separation)of
CAF(CentralAfricanFederation)anddemandedforAfricanparticipationinSouthernRhodesia
NorthernRhodesiaandNyasaland(whichwereBritishcoloniesunderCAF).Emphasiswas
alscputonrecognitionofthedignityofanAfricanperson.

The conference emphasised African unity.The desire to achieve political,culturaland
economicintegrationbothatregionalandcontinentallevelwasclearlyputforward.Thisform
o:integration(unity)hadearlieronbeenpresentedattheAprilcongressofindependent
Africanstates.DelegatesattheconferencerealisedtheimportanceofAfricancooperation,'



hence,theideaofunitywasemphasisedintherestoftheconferencesthatfollowed.

Consequently,theAccraconferenceofDecember1958laidthefoundationfortheformationc:
OrganisationofAfricanUnity(OAU).Thiscarneafterthedelegatesagreedtoestablishan
instrument(body)thatwouldenableAfricanstoworktogetherandsolvethesocio-economic
andpoliticalproblemsonthecontinentwithoutinvolvingtheinternationalcommunity.

Duringtheconference,NkrumahencouragedthepolicyofNon-alignment,Hecalledupon
Africanleaderstoadoptthepolicyofpositiveneutralityasastrategyandmeansofprotecting
Africanfrom neo-colonialism andhostilitiesbetweencoldwarblocsoftheeastandwest.The
conference realised the importance ofpro-Africanism as opposed to the ideological
differencesofthesuperpowers.Inhiswords,Nkrumahstated,"WefaceneitherEastnorWest!
Wefaceforward."

ThedelegatesagreedtoestablishapermanentPanAfricansecretariatinAfrica.Hence,after,
theconference,GhanabecameaPanAfricanbaseandarevolutionarybaseoffreedom
fighters.AfricannationalistsvisitedNkrumah(Ghana)togetrevolutionarymoraleandpolitical
guidance.Thiswasalong-term achievement,whichPanAfricanistslongedfor.From Accra-
Ghana,anti-colonialsentimentswouldbeairedoutwithoutfear.

Consequently,theAccraconferenceledtotheestablishmentofregionalgroupingsinAfrica.
Thedelegatesattheconferencediscussedatlengththeimportanceofinter-statecooperation
atregionallevelasaboosttoPanAfricanism.Lessonsweredrawnfrom theGhana-Guinea
union,which was laterjoined by Mali.Significantly,the union setthe pace forthe
establishmentofregionalintegrationsliketheEastAfricanCommunity(EAC),theEconomic
committeeofWestAfricanStates(ECOWAS)amongothers.

AttheAllAfricanPeoples'Congress,thePanAfricanMovementbecameaconcernofAfricans
inAfricathanchampioningtheinterestsofblacksintheDiaspora(abroad).Thistherefore
markedashiftawayfrom thegrievancesoftheblackpeopletowardstheideaofbringing
togetherAfricansonthecontinent,andtousethemovementtosolveAfricanproblems.Tom
Mboya,thechairpersontotheconferencemadethefollowingclosingremarks,"TheAll-
AfricanPeoplesConferencehasmarkedtherediscoveryofAfrica...thecolonialpowers
shouldnow reversethescrambleforAfrica...Yourtimehaspassed,Africamustbefree.
Scram from Africa.'

TheconferenceboostedthespiritofAfricannationalism onthecontinent.Beingthefirstofits
kindonthecontinent,theconferencewasattendedbymanyrepresentativesofabout300
from closeto62nationalistsandrevolutionaryorganisations.Thisstrengthenedanti-coloni'al
sentimentsandconsolidatedarevolutionaryspiritamongAfricannationalists.Thedelegates
cautionedtherevolutionaryleaderstousemilitarymeansagainstEuropeancolonialists.

AttheAAPCcongress,PanAfricanism becamemorerealistic,practicalandmoremilitant.Pan
Africanistsdemandedforimmediateindependenceandaspeedyendtocolonialoppression.
TheycriticisedthereformsimplementedbythecolonialmastersanddemandedEuropeansto
respectAfricansovereignty.

Consequently,theconference,agreedtoensurerespectforeveryAfricanleader,respectfor
eachother'sterritorialintegrityandsovereignty.Thedelegatesagreedtotheuseofpeaceful
meansofsolvinginter-stateconflictsotherthanresortingtowar.

TheAllAfricanPeoples'CongressbridgedthegapbetweentheArabsinthenorthofAfrica
andblackssouthoftheSahara.ThisenabledblackAfricanstoerasethehistoricalgrievance
againsttheArabsasperpetuatorsofslavetradeandslavery.



TheconferencelaidthefoundationfortheconferencesthatfollowedinAfrica.Thesewere
held in Tunis-Tunisia,Lagos-Nigeria,in Addis Ababa-Ethiopia,and Cairo-Egypt.Allthe
meetingsthatfolloweddiscussedtheattainmentoftotalindependenceandprotectionof
Africafrom neo-colonialism andcoldwar.UnityinAfricawasacommonphenomenonduring
theseconferencesasemphasisedinAccra.

Atthe conference,independence African states pledged financial,moraland military
assistance to freedom fighters.This motivated African nationalism and increased the
revolutionaryspiritduringthestrugglesforindependence.

DelegatesattheconferencediscussedtheroleofAfricanchiefsandreligiousleadersinthe
struggleagainstEuropeandomination;theparticipationofthechiefsandAfricanreligious
leaderswasasteptowardseffectivemobilisationofmassesagainstcolonialdomination.The
conferenceagreedthatthechiefsandthereligiousleadersplayedagreatroleinpopularising
theindependencestruggles.

GhanaaftertheAAPC realisedaconsolidatedpositiontoinfluencenationalism inWest
AfricaThehoststatetotheconferencebecameahabitatforfreedom fighters.Theinfluence
ofGhanawasstronginFranco-phonestatesofWestAfrica,asNkrumahbelievedinthe
immediateindependenceofstateslikeIvoryCoastandSenegal.

ObstaclestothePanAfricanMovement
ReferenceQuestions-
a)AccountforthedelayedprogressofthePanAfricanMovementbefore1945
b)ExaminethereasonswhyPanAfricanism hadlittleinfluenceonAfricabefore1945
c)DiscusstheobstaclestothePanAfricanMovement

OBSTACLESBEFORE1945
1. ThePanAfricanCongresses(PACs)wereinitiallyheldoutsideAfrica,thatis,inEuropean:

America.ThePanAfricanideawasnotexposedtothenativeAfricansduringthetime.
ThatmeansthatAfricanshadlittleknowledgeaboutthePanAfricanMovement,whilethe
few whoheardofitweretoopoortotravelandattendthePACs.Thishinderedthe
developmentofPar-Africanism inAfrica.

2. ThePanAfricanMovementlackedastrongbase(platform)ontheAfricancontinent.The
PanAfricanideasandresolutionshencestayedfarawayfrom Africans.Itshouldbenoted
thatAfricalackedanywhiteappealorsympathy.ThiswaswitnessedwhentheEuropean
colonialists(FranceandBritain)deniedthe1927-PACfrom seatinginTunisiabeforeitwas
rescheduledtoNewYork.

3. TheintellectualcharacteristicofthePanAfricanMovementatitsinitialstageaffectedthe
PanAfricanactivities.Theblackeliteclassdominatedthemovementintheearlyyears,
whichmademanyAfricanstoperceiveitasasanalienmovement.Theintellectualsinthe
DiasporadidnotdomuchtoidentifywiththeAfricanpoor.Itwasthisintellectualgapthat
preventedthespiritofPanAfricanism from spreadingtoAfrica.

4. ThedifferenceinideologyamongthepioneersofthePAM hinderedtheactivitiesof
Africanism from spreadingtoAfrica.MarcusGarveydesiredforamoreaggressiveand
militantapproachwhereasDuBoispreferredamorepeacefulapproachofdiscussions
withthewhiteoppressors.ThiswasasetbacktothePanAfricanMovementuntilthe
1945ManchesterConference.

5. PanAfricanism before1945hadbeenperceivedasabriefmovementaimedatpromoting
theinterestsofblacksandsolvingtheirproblemsintheDiaspora.ThenativeAfricans
referredtotheBlacksintheDiasporaasstrangerswhohadabandonedtheoriginalAfrican



culturesforforeignonesintheNew World.NativesinAfricalookedatblacksinthe
DiasporaasstrangersandthatiswhytheideaofPanAfricanism wasnottakenseriously
atthetime.

6. TheblackdescendantsintheNew Worldexperiencedfinancialconstraints.Theylacked
enoughresourcesandworkforcetospreadtheidealofPanAfricanism.Thisexplainswhy
thePanAfricanideasandactivitiesforalongtimeremainedtheoreticalandhenceignored
bytheAfricansontheAfricancontinent.

7. ThecolonialpoliciesinAfricaintroducedbyEuropeanscouldnotallowPanAfricanism to
germinate.ThesepoliciescreateddivisionsamongAfricansandgroomedhatred.The
BritishpolicyofdivideandruleandtheFrenchandPortugueseassimilationpolicycreated
rivalryandprideamongAfricans.AllthesedeniedthePanAfricanMovementapossibility
touniteAfricansagainstfightEuropeancolonialdomination.

8. ThenativeAfricansatthetimewerepoliticallybackwardandignorantoftherightsthey
weresupposedtoenjoy.Theytreatedwhitesasagodlyrace;itisnotthereforesurprising
thatby the time,the idealofPan Africanism broke the headlines.Such political
unconsciousnesscouldnotenableAfricanstoadoptit.

9. Thecommunicationsystem togetherwithlanguagebarrieralsohinderedthedevelopment
ofPanAfricanism inAfrica.Illiteracywasatitshighestpeakwhileatthesametime,there
wasavariance(difference)inthelanguagesspokenonthecontinent.TheAnglo-phone
(EnglishspeakingAfricans)andtheFranco-phone(FrenchspeakingAfricans)couldnot
mutuallycommunicate.ThishinderedcommunicationandcooperationamongAfricans
henceanobstacletoAfricanunity.

10.Theindependentstatespresentby1945ignoredtheidealsofPanAfricanism.These
countrieswereLiberia,EgyptandEthiopia:theyneverembracedPanAfricanism either
becausetheywereeconomicallyconstrainedorwerepre-occupiedwithsocio-economic
problems.However,theopportunitycamewhenGhanareceivedindependencein1957.
NkrumahtheGhanaianleaderhadearlieronattendedtheManchesterConferenceand
wasawareofthebenefitsofthePanAfricanMovement.

11.ThenegativeattitudeofthecolonialiststowardsPanAfricanism wasanotherobstacle.
ThecolonialistswereawareofPanAfricanism anditsobjectives,andwerescaredofthe
PanAfricanactivities.Nowonderthattheypreventedthe1927congressfrom seatingin
Africa.ThecolonialistseasilysilencedAfricanswhoreturnedfrom abroad.TheBritishand
theFrench weresuspiciousofanynationalisticactivitiesthatwould checkon their
exploitativepoliciesinAfrica.

OtherobstaclestothePanAfricanMovement(from 1945)included:

RevisionQuestion:
AccountfortheineffectivenessofthePanAfricanMovementfrom 1945
1. TheareaofoperationofthePanAfricanMovementistoobig.Themovementisexpected

tooperateinAfricaandtherestoftheWorld,intheCaribbean,Americas,EuropeandWest
Indies.ThatiswhyittooksolongforotherpartsoftheworldlikeAfricatoconceivethe
idealsofPar.Africanism.Africaaloneistoobiganareatowitnesstheeffectivenessof
themovement.

2. Africansocietieslackedfairlydevelopedcasheconomies,whichwouldfinancenationalist
activitiesto opposetheEuropean colonialpolicies. Before independence, the
EuropeanscontrolledmostoftheeconomiesinAfrica.ThismeansthattheAfricans
wouldnotensuretheeffectivenessofthenationalisticactivitieshencehinderingthe



progressofPanAfricanism.

3. IttooklongbeforeAfricanswitnessedmilitantnationalism onthecontinent.Itwasafter
WorldWarIIthatAfricansresortedtomilitarymeansofstrugglingforindependence.This
wasafterthereturnofAfricanex-servicemenofWorldWarIIandAfricanintellectualsthat
attended'theManchesterConference.Thesehadacquiredmodernpoliticalskills,which
wereessentialtofightforindependence.

4. LackofanindigenousAfricanpoliticalcultureofpurposehashinderedtheactivitiesof
PanAfricanism.ThishasforcedPanAfricaniststoadoptWesternpoliticalculturessuch
asmultipartism anddisguiseddemocracy.Theseforeignpoliticalsystemsaredivisive
hencediscourageunityofpurpose.

5. TheheterogeneousnatureofAfrican societiesin termsofrace,ethnicand cultural
diversity-AmongtheracesinAfrica,includeblacks,coloureds,Arabs,WhitesandIndians.
This has been worsened by the existence ofvery many languages and religious
differences.TheaforementionedhavemadethegospelofAfricanunityandbrother-hood
amyth.

6. Thereisaproblem ofregionalism.SomenationalistslikeNkrumahandNasseradvocated
foranintegrationofallAfricanstatesintoalargeUnitedStatesofAfricaasproposedby
thepioneersofPanAfricanism.OtherslikeNyerereandAzikiweopposethearrangement.
ThisledtothedivisionofAfricaintoCasablancaandMonroviagroupings.Eventoday,
whereasleaderslikethelateGaddafisupportedanAfricanFederation,otherslikeMbeki
areopposedtoit.Thissenseofregionalism waswitnessedattheAfricanUnionSummit
ofJuly2007inAccra,Ghana.

7. Consequently,Africancountrieshavepreferredtoestablishregionalgroupingsatthe
expense ofcontinentalintegration.The regionalgroupings include the EastAfrican
Community(EAC),theEconomicCommunityofWestAfricanStates(ECOWAS)andthe
South African DevelopmentCommunity(SADC).Membersofthesegroupingsprefer
loyaltyatregionallevelthancontinentallevel,hencehinderingcontinentalcooperationin
solvingAfricanproblems.

8. TheimpactofcivilwarsinAfricahasseverelyaffectedthePanAfricanMovement.These
civilwarshavedivided theAfrican statesagainsttheidealsofunity,solidarityand
cooperation,'andfindingsolutionstotheinstabilitiesonthecontinent.Theseincludedthe
BiafrancivilwarinNigeria(1967-70),theKatangacivilwarinCongo(1960-63),andthe
civilwarsinSudan(1955-2005).OthercivilwarshaveoccurredinUganda,Chad,present
dayDRC,Rwanda,Burundi,SomaliaandLibya.

9. Interstate and inter-personalrivalries in Africa have dragged down the Pan African
Movement;Nkrumah was condemned by the WestAfrican leaders forsupporting
subversive(rebel)activitiesintheircountries.CongoKinshasa(DRC)condemnedUganda
andRwandaforunauthorizedentranceintheCongo.Personalbickering(quarrels)were
witnessedbetweenUganda'sAminandNyerereofTanzania,MobutuofZaireandDos
SantosofAngolaetcetera.Currently(2012)JosephKabiraofDRCisblamingRwandafor
supportingtheNyamurengerebels(a.k.a.M23)ledbyJeanBoscoNtaganda.Notallthese
canenableAfricanleaderstoagreeonstrategiestowardscontinentalproblems.

10.TheweaknessoftheOrganisationofAfricanUnity(OAU)delayedtheachievementsofPan
Africanism.Sinceitsformationin 1963,theOAUwasneverperfect.Herpowerswere
economicallyandpoliticallylimited,whichreducedthebodytoaconservativeone.The
OAU hencefounditincreasinglydifficulttosolvetheproblemsonthecontinent.She



lackedfinances,hadnocontinentalarmyyettherewereideologicalvariancesamong
Africanpoliticalleaders.Duetothis,PanAfricanism remainedintheoryandwasnotable
toperform toitsexpectations.

11.DifferencesindevelopmentlevelsamongAfricancountrieshinderedtheprogressofPan
Africanism.EconomicallystrongernationslikeEgypt,IvoryCoastandNigeriaarenot
willingtosharetheirresourceswithweakstateslikeBurundi,Uganda,Mozambiqueand
theCongo.Suchdiscouragesinterstatetradeandregionalcooperationandintheend
hampersunityonthecontinent.

12.Badgovernance(arbitraryrule.)ofsomeAfricanleadershasalsohinderedthePanAfrican
activities.Sinceindependence,humanrightsviolationhasbeenrampantduringthereign
ofleaderslikeIdiAminofUganda,MobutuofZaire,andSaniAbachaofNigeria.Such
leadershipwasareflectionofthecolonialoppressiveruleoftheEuropeans.Thepolicies
oftheoppressiveAfricanleadersgreatlyhinderedpoliticalawarenessoftheirsubjects,
hencecrippledPanAfricanism.

13.Neocolonialism isanotherthorninthefleshofthePanAfricanMovement.Theformer
colonialmastersand theindustrialised countriesoftheworld haveintensified their
influenceinAfricatreatingthecontinentasasourceofcheaplabour,rawmaterialsanda
venueofinvestmentandmarket,hence,underminingeconomicandpoliticalgrowthof
Africa.

14.IndependentAfricanstates havebalkanised(divided) themselvesintoFrancophone
andAnglophonestates(CommonwealthNations).Theyhaveequallyadoptedforeign
culturesintheirpolitical,socialandeconomiclife.ThishasmadeAfricanstatestoremain
sockreconomicallypoorandvulnerabletothedictatesoftheindustrialisedworld.

ACHIEVEMENTSOFPANAFRICANISM (PAM)

ReferenceQuestions:
a)AssesstheachievementsofthePanAfricanMovementupto1963
b)HowsuccessfulisPanAfricanism sinceitsinception?
c)"PanAfricanism isanideadifficulttoachieve."Discuss
Sinceitsinception,PanAfricanism hashadthefollowingachievements:
1. ThePanAfricanMovementhasmanagedtoupliftthedignityofblacksandAfricans

throughouttheworld.MostofthePanAfricanistsbelievedthiswastheonlyrouteto
peace and progress.As a result,African descendants have risen to international
leadershipwhileothershaveheldpositionsofinfluenceinworldaffairs.BoutrosBoutros
GhaliofEgyptandKofiAnanofGhanaareformerSecretaryGeneralsoftheUN.In
November2008,BarackObamawasvotedthefirstAfrican-AmericanPresidentoftheUS.

2. PanAfricanism relativelysucceededinbringingtogetherpeopleofAfricandescent(origin)
allovertheworld;from AfricatotheDiaspora.ThiswasthrougheffectivePanAfrican
Conferences where allthe African deiscendants could meetand discuss matters
concerningAfrica.Significantoftheseconferenceswasthe1945ManchesterConference.

3. PanAfricanism wasthefirstexpressionofanti-colonialsentiments.Itcondemnedthe
colonialoppressivepoliciessuchaseconomicexploitationandarbitraryarrests.Through
continuousdemandforAfricanself-rule,thewholeofAfricawasrescuedfrom direct
foreigndomination.TheAfricandescendantsfrom theDiasporaplayedanimportantrole
throughextendingmoraland.financialsupporttofacilitatethedecolonisationprocess.
NotablewasthemuchassistanceextendedtotheAfricansinEthiopiaandSouthAfrica
againsttheItalianaggressionandApartheidrespectively.



4. Consequently,thespiritofPanAfricanism ledtothedestructionofApartheidinSouth
Africa,andtheliberationofblacks.Themovementcondemnedracism andduringthe
variousPanAfricancongresses,theapartheidregimeswerecondemnedforatrocities
againstAfricans.ThroughtheOAU(andthefrontlinestates),thePanAfricanMovement
extendedassistancetotheAfricansinSouthAfricaandcalledforsanctionsagainstthe
apartheidregimes.

5. ThemovementmilitarizedAfricannationalism.TheManchesterandAccra conferences
advocatedfortheuseofforceandmilitantmeansagainstcolonialdominationinAfrica.
Many liberation movements in Africa like in Kenya,Algeria,South Africa and the
Portuguesecolonies,adoptedthisradicalapproach.

6. ThePanAfricanMovementestablishedaPanAfricanbaseinAfricaasagitatedforduring
theManchesterconference.ThePanAfricanSecretariatcameintoexistenceuponthe
returnofthePanAfricanistsofAfricanorigintothecontinentandtheattainmentof
independencebyGhanain1957.NkrumahtheleaderofGhanatookupthetaskofcreating
awareness to the restofthe African population aboutthe need fortotalAfrican
independenceandintegration,hencehewasregardedthegrandfatherofPanAfricanism
inAfrica.

7. ThePanAfricanMovementboostsofitslongexistenceofover110yearssinceits
inceptionaround1900.Thisispartlyduetotherecommendableworkbythemovement,
andthestrongsenseofbrother-hoodandtogethernessamongthePanAfricanists.In
Africa,themovementhasevolvedfrom aloosebody(OAU)toastrongAfricanUnion(AU)
aimedatachievingconcretegoalsofPanAfricanism.

8. TheconceptofPanAfricanism developedfrom beingamovementofemotionsandideas
toamovementwithobjectivesandtargetstoachieve.PAM advocatedforunityofAfrican
stateswhichledtotheformationofregionalintegrationsliketheEastAfricanCommunity
(EAC),theCommonMarketforEastandSouthernAfrica(COMESA)andtheEconomic
CommunityofWest

9. Consequently,in1963,thePanAfricanMovementgavebirthtotheOrganisationofAfrican
Movement(OAU)withitsheadquartersinAddisAbaba,Ethiopia.TheOAUwasableto
addresssomeoftheproblemsoftheAfricanpeople,promotedtheconceptofAfrican
identity,resistedneo-colonialism andcoldwar,"andencouragedunityandco-operationat
regionalandcontinentallevel.

10.ThespiritofPanAfricanism amongAfricanstateshasensuredsolidarityamongAfrican
delegates (representatives)atvarious internationalconferences and forums.This
wasexperiencedduringtheLomeConventionandhasbeenwitnessedattheUnited
NationsGeneralAssemblyandduringmeetingswithdonoragenciesliketheWorldBank
andtheInternationalMonetaryFund(IMF).TheAfricansolidarityatinternationallevelhas
reducedchancesofneo¬colonialism.

11.ThroughtheOAU,PanAfricanism bridgedthegapbetweentheArabnorthandtheNegro
South.Thisbroughtcoexistencebetweenthetworaceswhiletheimprovementintheir
relationshiphasconsolidatedAfricanbrother-hoodaswellaspromotingdevelopmentin
Africa.

12.Themovementhastriedtoupliftthesocio-economicwelfareoftheAfricanpeople.This
hasbeenthroughtheregionalgroupingsandcontinentalcollectivenessthroughwhichthe
economicmarkethasbeenenlarged;andhasstrengthenedtheAfricanbargainingpower
forAfricangoodsandservicesontheworldmarket.ThemovementhasenabledAfrican



governmentstoestablishstrategiesoferadicatingpovertyanddisease.In1974,the
movementledtotheestablishmentofAfricantradeunionsAssociation,whichhasbeen
instrumentalinpromotingtheinterestsofworkersinAfrica.

13.Themovementhascontinuouslycondemnedcivilwarsandpoliticalconflicts,whichhave
ravagedtheAfricancontinentsinceindependence.ThecivilwarsincludetheMozambican
civilwar(1977-94);theAngolancivilwar(1976-2002);theSudancivilconflictssince1955;
andthecivilwarsinChadsince1965.Othercountriesaffectedbycivilconflictsinclude
Burundi,Uganda,theDemocraticRepublicofCongo(DRC)andSomalia.PanAfricanists
likeNelsonMandela,Joachim ChissanoandBishopDesmondTutuhavetriedtomediate
between conflicting groups in order to ensure peaceful resolution to political
disagreements.

14.Pan Africanism condemned and partlysucceeded in keeping Africa awayfrom the
ideologicalconflictofthecoldwarpowersoftheUSAandtheUSSR.ThePanAfrican
MovementdemandedtheindependentAfricanstatestoadoptpositiveneutralityand
becomemembersoftheNon-AlignmentMovement.AbdelGammalNasserandKwame
Nkrumah were founding fathers ofthe Non-AlignmentMovement.The non-aligned
propagandahinderedthepenetrationofcoldwarinfluenceintoAfricanstates.

15.ThespiritofPanAfricanism hasbeenwitnessedwiththerefugepolicyadoptedbyAfrican
\governments.African states have collectivelytackled the problem ofrefugees by
ensuringtheirprotection,provisionofreliefaidlikefoodandmedicine,'andensuring
observationofrefugeerights.WorkingwiththeinternationalbodiesliketheInternational
Committee ofthe Red Cross (CRC),and the United Nations High Commission for
Refugees(UNHCR),Africanstateshaveensuredextensionofhumanitarianassistanceto
therefugeesaswellassettlingandresettlingthem intheirrespectivecountries.

16.ThePanAfricanMovementhasensuredrevivalofAfricanculturalheritage.Throughthe
OrganisationofAfricanUnity,alanguagebureauwasestablishedwithitsheadquartersin
KampalaUgandatopromoteAfricanlanguages.LeadinglanguageslikeHausa,Kiswahili,
LingalaandArabicaretaughtandpromoted.AssistanceisalwaysgiventoAfricanwriters
likeNgugiWAThiong'o,ChinuaAchebeandWoleSoyinka.TheOAUensuredsuccessful
PanAfricanculturalfestivalspreviouslyheldinLagos,CairoandJohannesburg.

17.The movementhas encouraged respectforand observation ofhuman rights,and
establishmentofdemocraticgovernanceinAfrica.ThroughtheAfricanUnion(AU)African
statescollectivelyoverseerespectforhumanrightsbycondemningdespoticruleand
crimesagainsthumanityespeciallyduringcivilwars.TheAUsendsAfricandelegationsto
observeelectionprocessesindifferentAfricanstatestoensurepeacefultransferofpower.
TonoteisthattheAfricanUnionhasworkedwiththeInternationalCourtofJustice(ICJ)
totryAfricanpoliticalleadersblamedforgrosshumanrightsviolationandcrimesagainst
humanity,suchas,CharlesTaylorformerleaderofLiberiaandBembaformerCongolese
rebelleaderandpolitician.

18.PanAfricanism hasbeeninstrumentalintheAfro-Asianrelationship.Thetwocontinents
havealwaysstoodtogetherduringUNgeneralAssembliestocondemntheindustrialised
nationsthatexploitanddominatethepoorAfricanandAsianstates.DuePanAfricanism,
traderelationsbetweenAfricanandAsianstateshaveimproved.AsianstateslikeIndia,
Japan,IndonesiaandChinahavealwaysgivenassistancetoAfricainform offinances,
humanresource,technicalandtechnologicalknowledge.

Note:
OtherachievementsofPAM arecoveredundertheOAU.



WeaknessesofthePanAfricanMovement
1. Themovementhasfailedtoform anAfricanfederation,theUnitedStatesofAfrica

advocatedforbythepioneersofPanAfricanism.TheAfricanfederationorthe"One
AfricanCommunity"wouldputAfricanstatesunderacentralisedpoliticaladministration
andacollectivemilitarycommand.ThefatewaswitnessedatthePanAfricanconference
inGhanain2007whentheAfricanleadersexpressedmixedreactionsasthelateColonel
MuammarGadhafi;thefallenLibyanleaderresurrectedtheidea.

2. Pan Africanism has completely failed to eradicate neo-colonialism from Africa.
ManifestationsofforeigndominationstillexistinAfrica.Neocolonialism hasgreatly
hinderedAfricangovernmentsfrom makingindependentdecisions.Africaneconomies
haveremainedunder¬developedduetoneo-colomalinfluence.Politically,neocolonial
interventionwasexperiencedamongothercasesduringtheinvolvementoftheNATOin
theLibyanpoliticalstrifeof2011inwhichcelebratedandnow fallencolonelMuammar
Gaddafiwasousted.Neo-colonialinfluencem Africahasmuchbeenfeltineconomic
termsduetoacquisitionofexternalaidfrom thewestthatAfricangovernmentskeep
financingforoveryears.AccordingtotheUN ConferenceonTradeandDevelopment
(UNCTAD),between1970and2002,subSaharanAfricareceived$294billioninloans,paid
out$268billionindebtservice,andyetstillowes$300billion.

3. ThePanAfricanMovementhasfailedtoimproveonthestandardsoflivingofAfricans.
ManyAfricansliveinabjectpovertyandsufferfrom severekillerdiseases.Africaremains
miredinpoverty.Asoftoday,mostoftheAfricanslivebelowthepovertylevelof1dollar
asdailyearning.Ofthe177 countriesontheUnited NationsDevelopmentProgram
(UNDP)'sHumanDevelopmentIndex,thebottoms23areallAfricanstates.Ofthe39most
impoverishednationsofworld(by2007),34areAfricanandtheyincludeEthiopia,Burundi,
Uganda,MalawiandMozambique.Hence,asthePAM failstotacklethelevelsofpoverty
and disease,underemploymentand unemployment,and the poorand low levels of
education,thefutureofAfricaisatstake.198million(76%)Africanslivingincitiesinsub-
SaharanAfricaliveinslums,thebiggestpercentageintheworld.

4. ThemovementhasfailedtobringaboutconcretecooperationbetweenAfricansonthe
continentand theAfrican Diaspora.TodayPan Africanism iscompletelyan ideaof
Africansonthecontinentthanofblacksallovertheworld.Thispartlyexplainswhymany
blacksoutsideAfricadespiseanythingtodowithAfrica.Someclaim thatAfricawasbetter
offduringthecolonialism daysthantodayunderindependentleadership.TotheseAfrican
descendants,nothinggoodcancomeoutofAfrica.

5. Inter-stateconflictshavecontinued to eatup theAfricancontinent.Thedifferences
betweenan;amongAfricanstateshavesabotagedAfricancooperationandunity.Manyof
theseinter-stateconflictsarearesultofunclearnationalboundariesaswellaspromotion
ofsubversive(rebelactivitiesinotherstates.Someoftheseinterstateconflictshavebeen
betweenSomaliaandEthiopiaovertheOgadenterritory,betweenUgandaandTanzania
overtheKageraregionandbetweenUgandaandKenyaoverMigingoIslandinLake
Victoria.Currently(July-2012)theDRCisblamingRwandaforsupportingtheNyamurenge
rebels(a.k.a.M23)ledbyJeanBoscoNtaganda.

6. Consequently,conflictsamongAfricanleadersanddiplomatsareverycommon.Such
conflictshavehinderedsolidarityatinternationallevel,makingAfricaunabletocompete
favourablywithotherraces.TheseconflictshaveexistedbetweenthelateMobutuofZaire
andDosSantosofAngola,be*tweenBashirofSudanandMuseveniofUganda,Museveni
andthelateGaddafiofLibyaandbetweenZenawiofEthiopiaandAfewerkiofEritrea.Pan
Afrlcanists(Africanleadershavefailedtoreconcileandcooperatemutually.



7. Ethnicism,racism anddivisionism arerampantinAfricaandthesedeterioratenational
unityandnationalbuilding.EthnicrivalrieshavebeenwitnessedinRwandaandBurundi
betweentheTutsiandtheHutu,inNigeriabetweentheHausa-FulaniandtheIgbo,in
CongobetweentheLenduandtheNyamurenge,inEthiopiabetweentheAmharaandthe
majorityofotherethnicgroupsliketheGalla,theBakongoandOvirnbunduinAngola.
SomeAfricanstateshaveexperiencedtheriseofethnicsub-nationalism likeofBuganda
inUganda,MakondeinMozambiqueandJa-luoinKenya,whileracialnationalism ofthe
ArabsagainstNegroesofSudanandblacksagainstwhitesintheSouthAfricanRepublic
andZimbabwe.

8. Regionalintegrationshaveusurped continentalintegrationadvocated forbythePan
AfricanMovement.ManyAfricanstatesfinditeasiertorelatewiththeirneighborhoodat
regionallevelthanreferringtocontinentalaffairs.Thishascrippledcontinentalunityand
cooperationwhichrequirementsfordevelopment.

9. Africancultureisstillbeingovershadowedorerodedbywesternculturalinfluenceandthis
isaweaknessofthePanAfricanMovementinitseffortstoensureanintactAfrican
culturalheritage.TheAfricanculturalheritagehasbeendiluted,henceunderminingthe
PanAfricanobjectiveofrevivingAfricanculture.

10.ThePanAfricanMovementhasfailedtofindalastingsolutiontotherampantcivilwars
experiencedontheAfricancontinent.Thecivilwarshavecondemnedunity,peaceand
developmentinthestatesofAfricaandthecontinentatlarge.Suchcivilwarshave
occurred in Mozambique (1977-94),Uganda (1989-2005),Sudan (1955-2005),Congo
(1998topresent),Libya(2011)andSomaliauntilpresent.

11.PanAfricanism hasfailedtowipeoutdictatorshipandauthoritarianism from Africa,Some
Africanleadersatthesametimehaveover-stayedinpowerthus,underminingdemocracy
andpeacefultransferofleadership.CasesarethelateMuammarGaddafiofLibya(1969-
2011),DosSantosofAngola(since1978),RobertMugabeofZimbabwe(since1980),Paul
MbiyaofCameroon(since1982)andMuseveniYoweriofUganda(since1986).

12.ThemovementhasnotfoundpropermedicinefortherampantmilitarycoupsinAfrica.
VeryfewAfricangovernmentsaresafe,asthearmedforceshavequiteoftentakenover
powerundertheguiseofsolvingnationalproblems.Coupshavebeenexperiencedin
countrieslikeGhana(1966leadingtothedownfallofNkrumah),Uganda(1971leadingto
thedownfallofObote)andNigeria1966Januaryleadingtotheoverthrow ofTafawa
Balewa).OthercoupshaveoccurredinIvoryCoast,Libya,Congo,Togo,AlgeriaandMali
(2012).

13.ThePanAfricanMovementhasnotputanypropermechanism toensureobservationand
respectofhuman rightson thecontinent.Even though themovementcontinuously
condemnsactivitiesofhumanrightsabuse,uptopresent,humanrightsaregrossly
violatedinAfrica.CountrieswitharecordofhumanrightsviolationincludeUganda,the
SouthAfricanRepublic,Somalia,Zimbabwe,Sudan,EthiopiaandNigeria.

14.Africaisstilleconomicallybackward,whichisaweaknesstothePanAfricanMovement.
Economicallydeveloped countriesofAfrica havedonelittleto encourageeconomic
growthoftheentirecontinent.Thishasencouragedneo-colonialism,increasedthedebt
burdenandworsenedthestandardsoflivingofAfricans.Rampantslums,ruralpopulation
thatistwo-thirdsofthetotalAfricanpopulationandlackofbasicstructuresneededfor
development,areallmanifestationsofAfrica'seconomicinability.

15.TherefugeecrisishasbeenconcentratedinAfrica.By2011,Nigeriahadmanyrefugees



from LiberiaandSierraLeonewhiletoday;Ugandaisaccommodatingahighpopulationof
refugeesfrom Somalia,Kenya,Sudan,Burundi,RwandaandtheCongo.

16.PanAfricanism hasfailedtoeradicateideologicaldifferencesfrom Africa.Duringthecold
warera,thePanAfricanmovementfailedtoupholdtheprincipleofpositiveneutrality.
ManyoftheAfricanstateseitheralignedwiththecommunistUSSR(Russia)orCapitalist
USA.ThisincreasedpoliticalunrestinAfricaasmostofthecivilwarslikeinAngola,Sudan
andMozambiqueturnedouttobeproxywarsduetocoldwarinfluence.

17.ThoughtheOAU,PanAfricanism failedtoensureinfrastructuraldevelopmentonthe
Africancontinent.ManyoftheAfricanstateshavepoorsocio-economicinfrastructures
especiallyintransportsystems.Thisaffectsthemechanismsofdevelopmentespeciallyin
theindustrialandagriculturalsectors.Hence,mostoftheAfricanstateshavefailedto
realiseeconomicdevelopmentandthemillennium developmentgoals.

SummaryofthefactorsthatinfluencedthedevelopmentofPanAfricanism
a.ThelegacyofSlavetradeandSlavery
b.Europeancolonialpolicies
c. Influenceofblacks/AfricanDiaspora
d.TheItalianinvasionofEthiopia1935-41)
e.TheManchesterConference(1945)
f. ActivitiesoftheWestAfricanStudentsUnion(WASU)
g.RacialawarenessofAfricanse.g.ApartheidinSouthAfricasince1948)
h.TheEgyptianrevolution(1952)/influenceofNasser
i.TheindependenceofGhana(1957)/contributionofNkrumah
j.ImpactoftheAllAfricanPeoplesConference'AAPCconference(1958)
K.TheindependenceofGuineaConakry(1958)/roleofSekouToure
l.InfluenceoftheNon-alignedMovement(since1961)
m.TheformationandroleoftheOAU(1963-2002)/roleofAfricanUnion(AU)
n.Impactofwesterneducation
o.Theroleofmasspoliticalparties
p.Contributionofmassmediaandpress

SummaryofthecontributionofthePAM tothegrowthofAfricanNationalism
a. Itwas the firstexpression of anti-colonialsentiments i.e.attacked the colonial

oppressivepolicies

b. EncouragedunityofAfricansduringthestruggleforindependence

c. ThemovementmilitarisedAfricannationalism e.g.duringtheManchesterConference

d. PanAfricanistsdemandedfortheimplementationofthe1941Atlanticcharter

e. Called upon Africans to return to Africa and lead independence struggles in then-
respectivecountries

f. CondemnedtheApartheidpolicyinSouthAfricaanddemandedforliberationofblacks

g. The movementcondemned the CentralAfrican Federation and demanded forthe
independenceofCAFmembercountries

h. Condemned the continued colonialexploitation ofAfrica and through the OAU,
itpetitionedtheUNtointerveneinfavouroftheAfricancause

i. Influenced theAfrican Diaspora to supporttheindependencemovementin Africa j.



Supported the formation of politicalparties and the involvement of grassroots
massesthrougheffectivemobilization

j. Condemnedneo-colonialism andwarnedAfricansonthedangersofcoldwarinfluence1,
Influenced the establishment of a liberation committee by the OAU through
whichassistancecouldbeextendedtoAfricanfreedom fighters

m.EnabledAfricanstotalkwithonevoiceduringtheUNGeneralAssemblydeliberations,and
incondemnationoftheincreasedcolonialdominationinAfrica

n. Encouraged the revival of African cultural heritage and condemned western
culturalinfluenceinAfrica

THE1963PAN AFRICAN CONFERENCEIN ADDISABABAANDTHEFORMATION OFTHE
OAU
Following the1958,"AllAfrican PeoplesConference"in Accra,Ghana,otherPACsand
conferenceson African issueswereorganised on theAfrican continent.Through these
conferences,Africanstates-mencouldmeettodeliberateonAfricanindependenceandunity
ofpurpose.Theyincludedthe"AllAfricanPeoplesConference"inTunisia,the1961Cairo
conference(Egypt),theLagosconference(Nigeria)andthe1961and1963conferencesin
AddisAbaba(Ethiopia).

In the early1960s,Africa became balkanised into Casablanca and Monrovia groupings
resultingfrom divergentviewsonAfricanunityespeciallyasregardstheformationofaOne
AfricanCommunity(USA).Thetwogroupingsorganisedsecretmeetingsallwiththepurpose
offindinglastingsolutionstoAfricanproblems.Thetwoantagonisticgroupsrepresentedthe
divisionism anddifferencesamongAfricanleaders.TheMonroviagroupwasrelativelybig
comprisingallformerFrenchcoloniesofWestandEquatorialAfricaatthetimeapartfrom
GuineaConakryandMali.OthermemberswerethetwoEnglishspeakingWestAfricanstates
ofLiberiaandNigeria.

MembersofCasablancagroupingwereGhana,GuineaConakry,Egypt,Mali,Morocco,and
etcetera.

TheCasablancaideologicalcampwasrelativelysmallbutherstrengthliedm theideas
membersstoodfor.CasablancamemberspushedforanAfricanfederation(theUnitedStates
ofAfrica)underonepoliticaladministrationandacentralisedmilitarycommand.Theideasof
CasablancaweregreatlyopposedbymembersoftheMonroviaideologicalgroupingthat
regardedanAfricanfederationasNkrumah'sownmaking.TheMonroviablamedNkrurnahfor
hisintentionsofrulingoverAfrica.MembersoftheMonroviaclaimedthatpoliticalunitywould
hardlybeachievedimmediatelybeforeAfricanindependencewasconsolidated.

TheideologicalmisunderstandingbetweenmembersofCasablancaandMonroviahindered
theprogressofthePanAfricanidealofunityandco-operation.Apoliticalreconciliationofthe
twcAfricanideologicalgroupingswasachieved atthe1963 conferenceofindependent
AfricanleadersinAddisAbaba,Ethiopia.TheAddisAbabaconferencewaschairedbythe
Ethiopianleader.EmperorHaileSelassieandwasconcludedwiththesigningofthecharterof
theOrganisationo:AfricanUnity(OAU)ontheMay25,1963.

Factorsbehindthecallingofthe1963AddisAbabaconferenceandtheformationofthe
OAU
ReferenceQuestions:
a)AccountforthecallingoftheAddisAbabaconferenceinMay1963
b)ExaminethefactorsfortheformationoftheOrganizationofAfricanUnity
1. TheincreaseddemandforAfricanindependenceledtotheformationoftheOAU.By1963,



theseedsofAfricannationalism plantedduringthecolonialperiodhadstartedbearing
fruits.Nationalism inAfricawasconsolidatedbyanumberoffactorssuchasimpactof
WorldWarII,impactofthe1945Manchesterconference,theriseofAfricanelites,etcetera.
TheAfricanelite'classestablishedpoliticalorganisations,whichenabledthem achieve
independencefortheirrespectivestates.TheOAUwastherefore,establishedtoensure
totaldecolonisationofAfrica.

2. By1963,anumberofAfricanstateshadgainedtotalfreedom andindependencefrom
foreigndomination.SuchcountrieswereTanganyika,Ghana,Liberia,Egypt,Uganda,Sudan,
Nigeria,andetcetera.Thesecountrieswereproudoftheirnewlyachievedindependence
andwereinspiredbypopularsloganssuchas"Africanidentity","Africanpersonality",
"Africanunity"and"Africandestiny."TheOAUwastherefore,establishedtosteer-upthese
ideas.

3. ThedevelopmentofPanAfricanism anditsadoptioninAfricaenabledtheformationofthe
OrganisationofAfricanUnity.TheOAUwasanoffspringofthePanAfricanMovementin
the questforAfrican unitysince 1900.Pan Africanism was growing strongerover
generations.ThemovementwasembracedinAfricaaftertheManchesterConference,
whichwasattendedbyalargenumberofdelegatesfrom theAfricancontinent.Pan
Africanism influencedAfricanstatestohaveastrongsolidarity,worktogethertowardsthe
samegoals,whichincludedsafeguardingAfricanindependence.SuchAfricaneffortswere
toberealisedthroughacontinentalbody,hencetheOAU.

4. From thetimeAfricanstatesacquiredindependence,Africanleadersbegantostrongly
advocateforcontinentalunityinAfrica(OneAfricanCommunity).ThepioneersofAfrican
unityincludedSengohSedanofSenegal,JuliusNyerereofTanganyika,HaileSelassieof
EthiopiaandKwameNkrumahofGhana.Theirinfluencewasduetothethemeof"Africa
forAfricans,"whichcouldbeachievedonlyifAfricanleadersworkedtogetherorusedone
voicetospellouttheirinterests.

5. Theimpactofthe"AllAfricanPeoplesConference"heldinAccraledtotheformationof
theOAU.Theconferenceattractedmanydelegatesfrom bothindependentandnon-
independentstatesof-Africa.Duringtheconference,NkrumahtheleaderofGhanaand
host-presidentstated,"ThismidtwentiethcenturyisAfrica's.Thisdecadeisadecadeof
Africanindependence;forwardthentoindependence,tobeindependentnow,tomorrow
istheUnitedStatesofAfrica."TheproceedingsoftheAccraconferenceinfluenced
Africanstocontinuemeetingandworkingtogether,theresultofwhichwastheOAU.

6. Consequently,theroleofKwameNkrumah wasparamountin theformation ofthe
OrganisationofAfricanUnity.Nkrumahadoptedthesloganof"Africamustunite,"and
wentaheadtowriterelevantliteratureonthetheme.Heorganisedthe"AllAfricanPeoples
Conference"inAccrainDecember1958,inwhichheemphasisedthatAfricacouldnever
bewhollyindependentunlessshewaspoliticallystrongandeconomicallyco-operative.
NkrumahwasthebrainbehindtheCasablancaideologicalgroupingwhosedream wasto
establishaPanAfricanfederationunderonepoliticaladministration.

7. TheemergenceofMonroviaideologicalgroupinginfluencedthecallingoftheAddisAbaba
ccr-ferenceandtheformationoftheOrganisationofAfricanUnityin1963.TheMonrovia
groupingwasformedin1961torivaltheradicalism ofmembersoftheCasablanca.The
politicalconflictbetweenthetwoideologicalgroupingswasresolvedinEthiopiain1963;
laterleadingwaytotheformationoftheOAU.

8. TheroleplayedbyHaileSelassie,theEthiopianleaderledtothebirthoftheOAU.The
ItalianinvasionofEthiopiaconsolidatedthepositionofEthiopiansthepridesymbolof



Africa.Selassie-desiredtoshiftthecentreofAfricanpoliticsfrom Ghana,WestAfricato
Ethiopia,intheHornofAfrica.Herealisedthedangersoftheideologicalconflictbetween
theCasablancaandMonroviagroupings;hereconciledtheinternalrivalriesbetweenthe
twoideologicalcampsforthegoodofAfrica.SelassiehencecalledtheAddisAbaba
conferenceinMay1963,from wheretheOAUcharterwasdraftedandsigned.

9. Africanleaderswerenothappywiththecontinuedexploitationoftheircontinentbythe
Westerncolonialpowers.NkrumahandNasserinparticularwerestronglyopposedtothe
emergingneo-colonialinfluenceinAfrica.Theywereopposedtotheexistinglinksor
relationsbetweentheindependentcolonialstatesandtheirformercolonialmasters.The
Addis Ababa conference was therefore,an opportunity to devise a mechanism of
controlling theinfluenceoftheformercolonialmastersand theotherindustrialised
westernEuropeanpowersintheaffairsofAfrica.

10.AfricanleaderswerealsoinfluencedbythenewlyestablishedNon-alignedMovement
(NAM),whichcameintoexistencein1961.TheNAM comprisedmainlyAfricanandAsian
countrieswhosemajoraimsweretoco-operateandsolvetheirownproblemswithout
involvingsuperpowersandindustrialisedwesternpowers.NasserandNkrumahwere
foundingmembersoftheNAM.Theyhencedesiredforthesameideasandprinciplesfor
Africa,andtoguardtheAfricancontinentagainstcoldwarinfluence,

Note:
TheaimsandobjectivesoftheOAUarealsoreasonswhytheorganisationwasformed

THEORGANISATIONOFAFRICANUNITY(OAU)CHARTER
Theyear1963wasayearofAfricanunity.Representativesof32independentAfricanstates
metinAddisAbabaEthiopia,tosigntheOAUcharter.AfterHaileSelassieplayedanadvisory
andreconciliatoryrole,membersofradicalCasablancaandmoderateMonroviasettledtheir
differencesandsignedacharteronMay25,1963,givingbirthtoaloosepoliticalorganisation
ofAfricastates(theOrganisationofAfricanUnity).

TheOAUthereforeoriginatedfrom thepanAfricanidealofunity.TheAfricanstates-menwho
signedthecharterhadtheideaanddesiretoupholdAfricandignityandself-determination
withpolitical,socialandeconomicunityofAfricanstates.

AimsandobjectivesoftheOAU
TheaimsandobjectivesoftheOrganisationofAfricanUnitywerebroughtoutinarticleIIof
thecharterandwereasfollows:

a.Eradicateallformsofcolonialism from Africa
b.TopromoteAfricanunityandsolidaritythatwastodevelopandcreatebrotherhoodamong

Africans
c.Todefendthesovereignty,territorialintegrityandindependenceofAfricanstates
d.Topromotetherespectofhumanrightsinaccordancewiththeuniversaldeclarationof

humanrights(UDHR)of1948
e.Toco-ordinateandintensifyAfricanefforttoachievebetterstandardsoflivingofthepeople

ofAfrica \
f.Toenforceeconomicdevelopmentandprosperityonthecontinentasawayofchecking

neocolonialism

PrinciplesoftheOAU
a. Toachievetheaboveaims,theAfricanstates-menlaiddownguidelinesinarticleIIIofthe

charter'

b. Non-interferenceintheinternalaffairsofanothermember-state



c. Respectforsovereignequalityofallmember-states

d. Adheretothepeacefulsettlementofdisputesthatincludeinter-stateandinter-personal
conflicts among African leaders through negotiation,mediation,reconciliation and
arbitration.

e. AbsoluteortotaldedicationtocompleteliberationofAfricanstateswhichwerestillunder
colonialcontrol.

f. Detachmentfrom superpowerideologies(coldwar)byadoptingapolicyofnon-alignment
(positive neutrality)with regards to powerblocs i.e.capitalism ofthe westand
communism oftheeast.

g. Eradicatingofpoliticalassassinationsaswellascondemnsubversive(rebelactivities)in
othermemberstates.

h. Respectforthesovereigntyandterritorialintegrityofeachmember-stateandcomplete
righttoindependentexistence.

OrgansandstructureoftheOrganizationofAfricanUnity
TheGeneralAssembly(Summit)
Thiscomprisedofheadsofstateandgovernment.Themajordutywasdecisionmaking.The
chairtothisgeneralmachinebecametheDiplomaticChiefofAfrica.

Everyyearmember-stateswouldsitandelectaDiplomaticChieforChairpersonduringthe
annualsummitconference.Theheadofstateorgovernmentofthehoststatetotheannual
summitconferencebecamethenextDiplomaticChief.

TheGeneralSecretariat
ThisservedasthepermanentadministrativewingoftheOAU.IthaditsheadquartersinAddis
AbabaEthiopia.ThegeneralsecretariatwasheadedbyaSecretaryGeneral,electedbythe
OAC generalassemblyon a 5 (five)yearterm.Hewasassisted byregionalassistant
secretaries from the differentregions ofthe continenti.e.North Africa,CentralAfrica,
SouthernAfricaetcetera.

TheCouncilofMinisters
Thecouncilcomprisedministersofforeignaffairsfrom eachmember-state.Thesehadatask
ofdrafting minutes forthe generalassembly to discuss.They also overlooked the
implementationoftheOAUresolutions.

Thespecializedcommissions
Theseweresetupforspecificrolesinspecificareas.Theyincluded:
a. Acommissionforreconciliation,arbitrationandmediationsupposedlytoresolveconflicts

amongmember-states.

b. The economic and socialcommission with a role of ensuring socio-economic
development.Thiscommissioncouldalsoextendrelieftodisasterfallenareas.

c. TheDefenseandsecuritycommissiontooverseestabilityonthecontinentaswellas
solicitapeaceforcetoareasfacinginsurgence.

d. AcommissionforHealth,sanitationandnutrition'thiswaschargedwiththehealthand
welfareoftheAfricans.



e. TheEducationandculturalcommission:thiswasestablishedwiththeaim ofreviving
AfricancultureandpromotingliteracyamongtheAfricanpeople.

f. Science,research and technologicalcommission:this was tasked with promoting
inventivenessand innovativenessofthebodyinthefieldsofresearch,scienceand
technology.

g. TheliberationcommitteewithitsheadquartersinTanzania:thiswaschargedwiththe
liberationoftheentirecontinentfrom foreignruleanddominationthroughextending
supporttoliberationmovements.

Achievements(successes)oftheOAU
ReferenceQuestions:
a)TowhatextentdidtheOAUachievetheaimsofitsfounders?
b)AssesstheachievementsoftheOAUbetween1963and2002
c)HowsuccessfulwastheOrganizationofAfricanUnityinachievingitsobligations?

Sinceitsinception,theOrganizationofAfricanUnitymanagedtoscorerelativesuccess
throughthefollowing:
1. Despiteofthemanyproblemsshefaced,theOrganisationofAfricanUnitymanagedto

overcomemostofthem andhencesurvivedupto2002.Thislongexistenceofalmost40
yearswasduetotheannualsummitmeetingsthatprovidedgroundfordiscussionand
findingsolutionstoAfricanproblems.

2. Duetoitsidealsuccessinovercomingmostofthechallenges,membershiptotheOAU
wasexpandedfrom theoriginal32member-stateswhoinitiallysignedthecharterin1963,
toalmosttheentirecontinent.Thisshowedaremarkableworkasdrawnintheobjectives
ofthebody.ItshouldbenotedthatMoroccopulledoutoftheOAU afterthebody
recognisedtherighttoindependenceofSouthWestSahara(POLISARIO)from Moroccan
domination:andlatergrantedmembershiptoSouthWestSahara.

3. Asalmosttheentirecontinentbecamepartofthebody,theOrganisationofAfricanUnity
thereforesucceededinupholdingtheidealofunity.Assuch,membersoftheOAUalways
spokewithonevoiceduringtheUN generalassembly.summitsandotherinternational
conventionslikethemostpronouncedLomeconventiononeconomicrelationsbetween
AfricaandEuropeanEconomicCommunity(EEC).

4. Throughthecommissionformediationandreconciliation,theOrganisationmanagedto
settleinterstateconflicts,whichoccurredmainlyduetobordermisunderstandings.The
OAUmediatedbetweenSomaliaandEthiopiaovertheOgadenprovince,betweenCongo
andUganda,MoroccoandAlgeriaetcetera.

5. TheOAUcontributedtothecompleteeradicationofcolonialism from thecontinent.This
wastheeffortofherliberationcommitteeinTanzania.Thecommitteemobilisedand
extendedsupporttotheMozambicanLiberationFront(FREL1MO)inMozambique,the
SouthWestAfricanPeople'sOrganisation(SWAPO)inNamibiaandtheAfricanNational
Congress(ANC)inSouthAfrica.Thissupportfrom thecontinentalbodyinfluencedthe
attainmentofindependenceinthesestates.

6. Consequently,theOAUmadeanefforttoliberateblacksinSouthAfricafrom thebondage
ofapartheid.Theorganisationcalled forsanctionsagainsttheracistwhiteminority
regimesandthroughthefrontlinestates,thebodyextendedthenecessaryassistanceto
blacksinform ofmoralandfinanceandpressurisedforthereleaseofpoliticianslike
MandelawholaterledAfricanstovictory.



7. Thebodysupportedtheestablishmentofregionaleconomicco-operations.Thiswasafter
member-statesrealiseditwasimpossibletoachievecontinentaleconomicintegration.
Therefore,theOAUinfluencedtheestablishmentoftheEastAfricanCommunity(EAC),the
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) and the South African
DevelopmentCommunity(SADC).

8. TheOAU promoted and encouraged economicdevelopmentwithin Africa.Thebody
establishedtheAfricandevelopmentbank(ADB)withitsheadquartersinAbidjanIvory
Coast.The OAU also influenced the establishmentofthe Arab bank forAfrican
Development.ThesebanksextendedloansfordevelopmentprogramstoAfricanstates
withthelowestinterestrates,aimingatdiscouragingborrowingfrom thewesternworld.

9. TheOAU putmoreefforttorevivingandpromotingAfricancultureaswellassocial
integration.TheorganizationencouragedAfricanculturalfestivalslikethe1973festivals
inNigeria;otherfestivalswereheldinstateslikeEgypt.Theorganisationalsoencouraged
gamesandsportsonthecontinentthroughtheall-AfricangameslikethoseSouthAfrica
hostedin1999.

10.Throughtheeducationandculturalcommission,Africanliteratureandlanguageswere
encouraged.A languagebureauwasputinplacewithitsheadquartersinKampala,
Uganda,throughwhichleadinglanguageslikeHausa,KiswahiliandArabicwerepromoted.
AssistancewasalsogiventoAfricanwriterslikeNgugiWaThiong'o,ChinuaAchebe,Wole
Soyinkaetc.

11.Thebodycourageouslyintervenedandcondemnedcivilwarsandseparatist(secessionist)
movements on the continent.She intervened and succeeded in preventing the
disintegrationofCongoin1963duringtheKatangacrisis(1960-63)andinNigeriaduring
theBiafrawar(1967-70).TheOAUsucceededinendingtheMozambicancivilwar(1977-
94)andtriedtosolvethecivilwarsinSudan,Chad,SomaliaandUganda.

12.TheOrganisationofAfricanUnitytriedandmanagedtohandletherefugeeproblem onthe
continent.Throughthecommissionforrefugees,member-statestriedtoresettleinternally
displacedpersons(IDPs)andrefugeesintheirrespectivecountries.Inconjunctionwith
theUnitedNationsHighCommissionforRefugees(UNHCR),theOAU establisheda
generalfund to givereliefsupportto displaced personsinAfricaintermsoffood,
Medicineandshelter.

13.The continentalorganization encouragedobservationandrespectforhumanrightsand
democraticgovernance.Member-statesagreedtooverseetherespectforhumanrights
throughcondemningoppressiveandauthoritarianregimesthatpromotedabuseofhuman
rightandobservedelectionprocessesonthecontinent.TheOAUsentobserverstoSouth
Africaduringthe1994generalelectionsthatledtothecollapseofapartheid.

14.Consequently,the Organisation ofAfrican Unitywentahead to condemn dictatorial
regimesinNigeriaunderSaniAbacha,intheCentralAfricanRepublicunderBoukassaand
MengistuHaileMariam'sregimein Ethiopia.SuchregimesespeciallyofMengistuwere
internationallyrecognizeddespotswhotarnishedtheAfricanimage.

15.TheOAUtriedandmanagedtomaintainpeaceonthecontinent.Throughnoblemenlike
Mandela,theOAU mediatedbetweenwarringpartieswhoincludedthegovernmentof
Burundiandtheoppositionrebelgroupin1998.Thebodyalsoencouragedtalksbetween
blacksandtheapartheidregimeinSouthAfrica.Member-stateswouldalsocontribute
peaceforcestooverseepeaceandsecurityincountriesexperiencinginsurgence.The
OAUinfluencedZimbabweUganda,RwandaandAngolatosendtroopstoDRCduringthe



civilstrifein1999.

16.ThebodyencouragedrelationsbetweenAfricaandAsia,andthisconsolidatedtheAfro-
Asiansolidarity.The two continents always stood together-during the UN General
Assemblytocondenm exploitationbythedevelopedcountriesandthecontinuedneo-
colonialinfluencetobothcontinents.TheOAUalsopromotedtraderelationsbetween
AfricaandAsia.AsiancountriesIndia,ChinaandJapanoftengaveassistancetoAfricain
form offinance,technicalandtechnologicalknowledgeandservices.

17.Goodandcommendableworkwaswitnessedinscientificresearchthroughthescience
and technologicalcommission.The African medicalresearch fund (AMREF)was
establishedandworkedwiththeWorldMedicalAssociationandtheWorldBanktocarry
outresearchonAfricanlocalherbs.Thecommissionworkedtoeradicatesomediseases
onthecontinentsuchastheeast-coastfever,rinderpestaswellasdealingwiththe
problem oflocustsespeciallyin centralAfricathrough theEastand CentralLocust
Association(organisation).

18.TheOrganisationofAfricanUnityattemptedtoencourageinfrastructuraldevelopmentin
Africa.ThroughtheAfricanDevelopmentBank(AFDB),fundswereextendedtomember-
statestoimproveontheirinfrastructuresuchasroads,harboursandrailways.Thebody
triedtoestablishatrans-Africahighwayfrom MombasatoLagos.Anattemptwasalso
madetoconstructthenorth-roadfrom theCapeinSouthAfricatoCairoinEgypt.

19.TheOAUcalledforandencouragedmember-statestoadoptthepolicyofnon-alignment
(positive neutrality)during the cold warpolitics ofthe superpowers.The body
discouragedmember-statesfrom allowingtheestablishmentofmilitarybasesintheir
countriesbyeithertheUSAortheUSSR.Theorganisationthereforeattemptedtoprotect
thecontinentfrom thesuperpowerideologies.

20.ThecontinentalbodyensuredaharmoniousrelationshipbetweentheArabNorthandthe
Sub Saharan Africa.This increased African benefits from the Arab League whose
headquartersweresituatedinCairo,Egypt.

21.ThebodycontinuouslycondemnedtheassassinationofAfricanleaders,whichputmany
Africangovernmentsinsuspense.Africanleadersassassinatedduringthetenureofthe
OAUincludeSankaraofBurkinaFaso,SamoraMachelofMozambique,AnwarSadatof
Egypt,LaurentKabilaofCongo,amongothers.

Weaknesses(failures)oftheOrganisationofAfricanUnity(OAU)
ReferenceQuestion:
a) HowfardidtheOAUfailtoachievetheaimstowhichitwasestablished?
1. Theorganizationfailedtoachievethedesiredpoliticaluniononthecontinent. Pan

Africanism advocatedfortheestablishmentofaOneAfricanCommunity(theUnited
StatesofAfrica).However,thisfailedbecausethemember–stateshavebecomemore
concernedwithinternal–stateaffairsthanfosteringcontinentalinterests.

2. Consequently,theOAUfailedtoestablishacontinentalarmedforceunderacentralised
1Ccommand.Thewarsandrebelactivitiesonthecontinentwerenotcheckedbecause
thebodylackedanarmyofitsown.Therefore,theobjectiveofdefendingindependence,
sovereigntyandterritorialintegrityremame4adream inAfrica.Observingpeaceand
securityonthecontinentalsoremainedadream.

3. The bodyfailed to geta clearmedicine againstcold warinfluence.Hence,itwas
unsuccessfulinenforcingthepolicyofpositiveneutrality(non-alignment).Thisbrought
ideologicaldifferencesamongmember-states.CountrieslikeTanzania,Mozambique,and



Guinea(Conakry)fellundercommunistinfluencewhileotherslikeKenya,Congo(Zaire)
andNigeriabecamepurelycapitalisticstates.Theresultwasimperialism ofthesuper
powersinAfrica.

4. Theorganisationfailedtoenforcedisciplineandresponsibilityamongmember-states.She
could not punish member-states who failed to meet their annualsubscription
(membership)fees.Until2002,mostmember-stateshadnotevenpaidtheirarrears.
Basingon1995statistics$583millionwereinarrearsasonly17membershadfully
clearedtheirfinancialobligations.ThishinderedtheOAUinfinancingtheannualbudgets.

5. FailuretoimproveonthewelfareofAfricans;duringthetenureoftheOAU,manyAfricans
livedinabjectpovertyandsufferedfrom severekillerdiseases.Africawasmiredin
povertyasmostoftheAfricanslivedbelowthepovertylevelof1dollarasdailyearning.By
2000,onlyabout33%oftheAfricanpopulaceearnedabout$25oraboveasdailyearning
whiletheincomepercapitahadcontinuedtodecline.Duringthistime,72%ofallAfricans
livingincitiesinsubSaharanAfricalivedinslumswhile40% oftheselivedinlife-
threateningcircumstancesintermsofhealthwithnoconnectiontosewers,lackelectricity
andhavenoaccesstorunningwater,By2002,22ofthe33poorestnationsoftheworld
wereAfrican.

6. TheOAUsometimesfailedinhermediationandarbitrationefforts.Manyinter-personal
conflictscontinuedtoexistamongAfricanleadersaswellasinter-stateconflictsamong
member-states.Theinter-stateconflictsexistedbetweenTanzaniaandUgandaduring
Amin's regime,the conflictbetween Ethiopia and Somalia overthe Ogden territory
intensifiedby1979,whileNigeriaandCameroonexperiencedaborderdispute.Allthese
testedthecredibilityoftheOAU.

7. TheOAUfailedinitsendeavorstofindconcreteremedy(solution)totherefugeeproblem
inAfrica.Thiswasduetothefailuretoaddressthecausesoftherefugeecrisisthat
includedrampantwars.Theresultwastheconstantmigrationsfrom onecountryto
another.By2002,Nigeriahadmanyrefugeesfrom SierraLeone,Liberiaetcetera,while
othercountriesforlikeUgandahadmanyoftherefugeesfrom Somalia,Sudan,Congo
RwandaandBurundi.

8. BythetimetheOAUcollapsed,Africaninfrastructurewasinaverysorrystate.Therewere
verylowandpoortransportandcommunicationsystems,manyofwhichwereincomplete
orbrokendown.Thetrans-Africahighwayfrom MombasatoLagosandthenorth-road
from the Cape to Cairo were notcompleted.Developmentofslums was rampant
especiallyinurbanareaswheremostcitydwellerslivedinslumsinhousesbarelyfitfor
humanhabitation.

9. Thebodyfailedtodoawaywithneo-colonialism throughwhichAfricanindependencewas
underminedaseconomicexploitationofAfricabecamerampant.TheOAUmember-states
weregrosslydependentonforeignandreliefaidfrom developedcountries.Africanstates
couldnotsustaintheirdomesticbudgetswithoutexternalfunding.Thisconsolidated
foreign(neo-colonial)influenceinAfrica.Neo-colonialinfluenceinAfricawasmuchfeltin
economictermsduetoacquisitionofexternalaidfrom thewestthatAfricangovernments
keptfinancingforoveryears.AccordingtotheUNConferenceonTradeandDevelopment
(UNCTAD),between1970and2002,subSaharanAfricareceivedS294billioninloans,paid
out$268billionindebtservice,andyetstillowes$300billion.

10.MilitarycoupswererampantduringthetenureoftheOAUsimplybecausethebodyfailed
tofindpropermedicinetotheserampantcoupsandcontinuedmilitarism onthecontinent.
Suchcoupsincluded1971and1985coupsinUganda,the1966JanuaryandJulycoupsin



Nigeria,1966,1972and1978coupsinGhanaamongothers.ThesecoupsleftAfrican
governmentsinsecure.

11.TheOAUfailedinhereffortstodoawaywithdictatorshipandthelongpersistencein
powerofAfrican leaders.Since independence,Africa witnessed greatdictators like
BoukassaoftheIr-iralAfricanRepublic,IdiAminofUganda,RobertMugabeofZimbabwe,
SaniAbachaofNigeria,MobutuWazabangaofZaire,MengistuMariam ofEthiopiaamong
others.Theseleadersviolateddemocracyastheyperpetuatedneo-colonialism.Itwasa
failureoftheOAUthatwitnessedthecontinuedauthoritarianism inAfricaasthebody
pursuedthepolicyofnoninterferenceintheaffairsofthemember-states.In1975atthe
timethesavage-dictatorshipofAminwasinternationallycondemned,hereceivedthe
"HonouroftheDiplomaticChiefofAfrica."

12.TheOrganisationofAfricanUnitycouldnotdoawaywiththeassassinationofAfrican
politicalleaders.AnwarSadatofEgypt,SankaraofBurkinaFaso,SamoraMachealof
MozambiqueandLaurentKabiraofD.R.Congoamongotherswereallmurderedasthey
servedtheirnations.

13.Thebody'sotherweaknesswasthefailuretoeliminatecivilwarsandsecessionism
completelyoutoftheAfricancontinent.SuchcivilwarsthreatenedAfricanunityatboth
nationaland continentallevel,as wellas breeding inter-state wrangles amongst
neighbouringstates.SuchcivilwarsincludedtheSudancivilwars,theChadcivilwars,and
thecivilwarsinAngolaandMozambique,aswellassecessionistwarsliketheBiafrawar
inNigeria.

14.TheOAU triedbutfailedtoputupapropermechanism thatwouldensureconcrete
observationandrespectforhumanrights.Grosshumanrightsviolationswererecordedin
countriesLikeUgandaduringAmin'sregime,SouthAfricaduringapartheidregime,and
ZaireunderMobutu,tomentionbutafew.AllthosetarnishedtheAfricanimageonthe
internationalscene.

15.ThecontinentalbodydidlittletorescueandpreserveAfricanculture.Africancultureswere
alwaysdominatedandovershadowedbyforeignandwesterncultures.Assuch,the
foreignculturesdilutedtheAfricanculturalheritageandaffectedtheAfricanoriginal
personalityandidentity.

16.TheOrganisationofAfricanUnityfailedtoconsolidatemembershipofallindependent
Africanstates.ThebodyfailedtolureMoroccobackaftertheMaghreb-Arabnation
withdrew from theOAU.ThebodyhadcondemnedMoroccandominanceintheSouth
WesternSaharaandgaveaninvitationtoSouthWestSaharatojointheOAUasawayof
recognisingherindependenceawayfrom Morocco.

17.Consequently,the continentalsecurity organ could notrescue South WestSahara
(POLASARIO)from Moroccandomination.By2002,theyeartheOrganisationofAfrican
Unitywasdissolved,thePOLASARIOwarhadintensifiedwithMoroccorefusingtogrant
selfdeterminationtoSouthWestSahara

18.TheOAUwasdiscreditedforherfailuretocreateacontinentaleconomicco-operationand
failuretoestablishacontinentalcommonmarket.ThisleftAfricaneconomicrelationsat
regionallevelthroughregionalgroupingssuchastheEastAfricanCommunity(EAC)and
theEconomicCommunityofWestAfricanStates(ECOWAS).

19.ThebodyfailedinitsendeavorstocollectivelyisolateapartheidregimeinSouthAfrica.
Somemember-statesoftheOAU exhibiteddoublestandardsbymaintainingdialogue
(detentepolicy)withtheracistregimeinSouthAfrica.TheseOAU membersincluded



Mauritius,Malawietcetera.These conspiring member-states sabotaged the African
effortsagainstapartheidanddelayedtheliberationofblacksinSouthAfrica.

20.Thebodyreactedreluctantlyinthe1990-94Rwandancrisis.ThiscausedtheRwanda
genocide(masskilling)wheretheconservativeHutueliminated(murdered)closetoone
millionTutsiandHutu-moderatesinarecord100days.TheRwandangenocidewas
recordedasoneoftheseminaleventsinthelifeofhumanityofthetwentiethcentury.The
OAU neverintervenedasHutuextremistscarefullycoordinatedanorganizedassault
againsttheirTutsicounterpartsandslaughteredthem inthemostgruesomewayas
thousandsofmoderateHutusandopponentstothegovernmentweresystematically
hunteddownandmurderedaswell.TheeventdidnotonlyaffectRwandabutalsoCentral
AfricaandAfricaatlargewithalarge-scalerefugeemovementintoneighbouringcountries.

Challenges(problemsorobstacles)totheOAU

ReferenceQuestions
a)AccountforthefailureoftheOrganisationofAfricanUnity
b)ExaminethechallengesfacedbytheOAUbetween1983and2002
A numberofproblemsaffectedtheactivitiesoftheOAU causingitsfailureandeventual
collapse.Theseincluded:
1. Thegeographicalvastness(size)ofthecontinentofalmost12millionsquaremiles

affectedtheperformanceofthebody.ThesizeofAfricahinderedtheeffectivenessof
OAUintryingtopromotepoliticalunityandtradingactivitiesamongthemember-states.

2. TheheterogeneousnatureofAfricawasagreatobstacle.Africahasavarietyofraces,
withmanyculturalandethnicdifferencesaswellasmanylanguages.Asaresult,these
variancescouldnotenableco-operationandunityofpurposeontheAfricancontinent.

3. Consequently,lackofacommonlanguagethatcouldunifyAfricanpeopleaswellasease
communicationhinderedtheactivitiesofthecontinentalbody.Thisisbecausemany
tribesinAfricahavetheirownlanguagesthatpavedwayforAngloandFrancolanguages
todominateanddivideAfrica.

4. Africanstates-menwerealwaysdividedonideologicallines.PeoplelikeNkrumahdesired
apoliticalfederationofAfricawhileotherslikeNyerereencouragedregionalism (loyaltyto
regionalintegrity).Evenafterthedeathofsomeofthefounderstates-men,thosewho
remained and othersthatcameafterthem could notagreewhetherto establish a
federationofAfricanstatesormaintainalooseunion.

5. Consequently.LackofacommonapproachagainstAfricanproblemsprovedagreat
obstacle.WhereastheOAUcondemnedapartheid,member-stateslikeMalawi,Botswana
and Mauritius succumbed to the dentente policyand maintained dialogue with the
apartheidregime.AsAfricanleaderslikeNyerere,condemnedAmin'sdictatorialand
tyrannicalrule,otherslikeGadhafisupportedAmin.

6. Thecoldwarconflict(ofthesuperpowers)affectedtheoperationsoftheOAU.Stateslike
Egypt.Tanzania,Angola,and Mozambiqueallied withtheUSSR and therestofthe
communistblocwithKenya,Congo and theCentralAfricanRepublic(CAR)bending
towardsthecapitalistworldledbytheUSA.

7. Presenceofneo-colonialinfluenceofdevelopedcountriesintheaffairsofAfricaequally
affectedthedecisionsoftheOAUaswellascontinentalandregionalrelations.In1987,
USA intervened to preventa bartertransaction ofbeansand transformersbetween
UgandaandTanzaniarespectivelybyofferingTanzaniafreebeans.ThecollapseofEast
AfricanCommunityin1977wasalsoaresultofneocolonialism.



8. ThedifferencesinthelevelsofeconomicdevelopmentamongthestatesofAfricawere
anotherproblem thataffectedthecontinentalbody.DevelopedAfricanstatesLikeNigeria,
Egypt,AlgeriaandIvoryCoastcouldnotco-operateonequalfootingwithpoorcountries
likeUganda,Tanzania.Rwanda,andGuineaBissauandthishinderedtradeandeconomic
relationsamongmembersoftheOrganisationofAfricanUnity.

9. Consequently,povertyandeconomicbackwardnessofAfricaaffectedtheactivitiesofthe
OAU.ManyAfricanstateswereaffectedbyfinancialconstraintsandthiscouldnotenable
them meettheirannualsubscriptionobligations(payments).Thebodycouldnothence,
fundheractivities.BythetimeofthecollapseoftheOrganisationofAfricanUnity,22of
the33poorestnationsoftheworldwereinAfrica.

10.TheOrganisationofAfricanUnitylackedadefineddisciplinarymechanism topunish
memberstateswhodefaultedagainstherprinciples.CasestudiesincludeMalawiand
BotswanawhosupportedapartheidthroughdialoguewiththeSouthAfricanracistregime,
andallothermemberswhofailedtomeettherequirementsoftheOAUsuchaspaying
annualsubscriptionobligation(membershipfees).

11.Militarism andrampantpoliticalinstabilitiessuchascivilwarsaffectedtheOAU.These
threatenedAfricanpeace,securityandunityofpurpose.Politicalinstabilitieshindered
economicdevelopment, co-operation and traderelationsand worsened diplomatic
relationsamongmember-states.

12.PresenceofdictatorialregimesonthecontinentaffectedtheOrganisationofAfricanUnity.
Dictatorialleadersjeopardisedorhinderedtheeffortsofthecontinentalbodyinpromoting
democracyandhumanrightsinAfrica.

13.Coloniallegacy was anotherobstacle to the OAU.African states had categorized
themselvesbasingontheirformercolonialistse.g.theAnglophoneoftheBritishand
FrancophoneoftheFrench.ThesekeptcloserelationsofAfricanstateswiththeirformer
colonialmasters

14.Theinterstateconflictsandinterpersonalwrangles(amongAfricanleaders)affectedthe
OAU.SomeleadersofAfricanstatesdraggedtheircountriesintoconflicts,whichcould
notenablethem torespecttheprinciplesoftheOAU.Theseconflictsexistedbetween
UgandaunderMuseveniandSudanunderBashir,DosSantosofAngolaandMobutuof
Zaire,andmanyothers.

15.ThedoublestandardsofAfricanleaderswereagreathindrancetotheOAU.SomeAfrican
leadersworkedagainsttheprinciplesofthebodyforselfishinterests.Countrieslike
KenyaacceptedmilitarybasesintheirterritoriescontrarytotheOAU'scallfornon-
alignment(positiveneutrality).OtherslikeBotswanamaintaineddialoguewithapartheid
yettheOAUhadimposeddiplomaticandeconomicsanctionsagainstSouthAfrica.

16.TradebarriersestablishedbymembersoftheOrganisationofAfricanUnityhinderedtrade
relationsonthecontinent.Kenyain1976blockedthepassageofTanzaniantrucksfrom
passingthroughKenyafrom Zambia,whichpartlyledtothecollapseofEastAfrican
Community.Thiscaseamongothershinderedeconomicco-operationintheregion.

17.Therampantoutbreakofcalamitieslikefamine,floodsand epidemicsexposed the
weaknessesoftheOrganisationofAfricanUnityasinternationalorganisationsliketheUN
andtheICRCtookoverresponsibilityofdisastermanagementinAfrica.

18.Lackofacontinentalforcewithacentralisedmilitarycommandpavedwayforpersistent
politicalinstabilitiesandinsecuritiesandfailurebythebodytocheckonthem.This



explains the persistentcivilwars and subversive activities during the days ofthe
OrganisationofAfricanUnity.

ThecontributionoftheOAUtothegrowthofAfricannationalism andFanAfricanism
OneofthemajorreasonsofthesigningoftheOAUCharterontheMay23,1963wasthe
completeeradicationofforeigninfluenceanddominationfrom thecontinent.Member-states
establishedaliberationcommitteetohelpinduringthisnoblecausewheretheyagreedto
worktogethertohelpAfricanstatesandpeoplestillunderforeigndomination.Forinstance:

ReferenceQuestions:
a) HowdidtheOAUinfluencethegrowthofAfricannationalism?
b) ExaminetheroleoftheOAUinstrengtheningthedesireforindependenceofAfrica
1.TheorganizationcalledforunityofAfricansintheirstruggleagainstforeigndomination.

TheOAUcalleduponAfricannationaliststoinvolvemassesintheanti-colonialstruggles
asawaytopopularizethedesireforindependence.

2.Consequently,member-statesoftheOAUagreedtousetheirgoodofficestounitethe
liberationmovementsasawaytostrengthentheeffectivenessofthestruggle.Thiswas
witnessedwhentheZANUandtheZAPUagreedtoworktogethertodefeattheUDI.

3.Thebodyestablished aliberationcommitteewithitsheadquartersinTanzania.The
committeeconsistedofAlgeria,Ethiopia,GuineaConakry,Uganda,Egypt,Senegal,Zaire,
NigeriaandTanzania.Thecommitteewasresponsibleforcoordinatingtheassistance
from Africanstatesandmanagingthespecialfund.Thecommitteeextendedmoral,
financialandmilitarysupporttotheliberationmovementsespeciallyofSouthernAfrica.

4.Members ofthe OAU agreed to receive and sponsornationalists from liberation
movementsformilitary,educationandvocationtraining.Theyalsoallowedthetransitof
allmaterials(materialaid)andvolunteersontheirwaytoliberatedzonesandtoAfrican
statesstrugglingforindependence

5.TheOrganisationofAfricanUnitycalledupontheUN toimposesanctionsagainstthe
PortuguesecolonialoppressorsinAfrica,theapartheidregimeinSouthAfricaandIan
Smith'sgovernmentinRhodesia(Zimbabwe)fortheircontinuedviolationofAfricanrights.

6.Consequently,members of the OAU addressed the African cause for complete
independenceintheUNgeneralassembly.ThebodysentanAfricandelegationconsisting
offoreignministersofLiberia,Tunisia,MadagascarandSierraLeonetospeakatthe
meetingsoftheUN SecurityCouncil(UNSC)addressingtheissueofgenocide(mass
killing)inPortuguesecolonies.Thisattractedinternationalattentionagainsttheatrocities
ofPortuguesecolonialistinAfrica.

7.TheOAUdemandedallAfricanstatestobreakoffdiplomaticandconsularrelationswith
thegovernmentsofPortugalandSouthAfricabecauseoftheircontinuedoppressionand
humiliationoftheirAfricansubjects.MembersoftheOAUagreedtocutofftradetiesand
boycottimportsfrom thesetwocountriesandtocloseAfricanportsandairportsto
PortugueseandSouthAfricanshipsandplanes.Theyalsorestrictedtheirplanesfrom
flyingoverAfricanstates.

8.Member-statesoftheOAUdeclaredMay25,as‘AfricanLiberationDay.’Onthisdayof
every year,African states agreed to organize populardemonstrations,and raise
awarenessforcompleteeradicationofcolonialoppressionfrom Africanstatesstillunder
foreigndomination.

9.MembersoftheOAUrecognizedpossibilitiesofemploymenttorefugeesandpolitical



leadersfrom Africanstatesthatwerestillunderforeigndomination.Theyagreedthatif
thesepoliticalrefugeeswereemployedinAfricangovernmentservicesofindependent
states,theywouldbemotivatedtoincreasinglydemandfortheirself-governance.

10.TheOAUcondemnedracialdiscriminationinallitsformsinAfricaandallovertheworld.
ThisledtothegrowthofAfricannationalism inawaythatmembersoftheOAUexpressed
deepconcernarousedinallAfricanpeoplesandgovernments.Inparticular,theOAU
demanded anend to discriminationagainstpeopleofAfricandescent(origin)living
outsideAfricaparticularlytheUSA.ThismotivatedAfricansoutsidethecontinenttogive
assistancetothecauseofAfricanindependence.

11.TheOrganisationofAfricanUnityemphasizedresolution1515oftheUNandthishadan
impacttothegrowthofAfricannationalism.MembersoftheOAUencouragedpressureon
thecolonialmastersespeciallyBritaintoobservetheprovisionoftheUNresolution1515
on independence and opposed herforlooking on as the minoritywhites declared
themselvesindependentinSouthernRhodesia(Zimbabwe)throughtheUDI.

12.ThecontinentalbodydemandedfortheimmediateindependenceofNamibiaawayfrom
the influence ofapartheid in South Africa.The OAU emphasized thatSouth West
AfricaNamibiawasundertheUNmandate(supervision)andthereforeAfricansinNamibia
wereentitledtoself-determination.Thismoralsupportfrom theOAUincreasedthespirit
ofNamibianstousemilitarymeansintheirstruggleforindependence.

13.TheOAUadvocatedfortherespectoftheresolutionsofthe1941Atlanticcharterandthis
greatlyinfluencedthegrowthofAfricannationalism.MembersoftheOAUcalledupon
colonialmasterstogivethecolonialpeopleinAfricaanopportunitytoclaim fortheir
severeequalityandindependencewithoutforeigndomination.

14.Consequently,theOAU demanded fortheobservation and respectfortherightsof
AfricansontheAfricancontinentasstatedinthe1948universaldeclarationofhuman
rights,whichincludedfreedom ofpress,associationandtherighttoequalrepresentation
inthelegislativecouncil.

15.ThecontinentalbodyrecognizedandapprovedliberationmovementsinAfricaandthis
motivatedAfrican nationalism. The movements approved by the OAU included
the FRELIMO ofMozambique,theANC ofSouthAfrica,MPLA ofAngolaandthe
SVVAPOofNamibia.TheOAUsupportedthem tousemilitarymeansintheirstrugglefor
independence.

16.TheOAUparticipatedinpre-independencediscussionsbetweenAfricannationalistsand
colonialadministratorsandthispavedwayforindependence.Suchdiscussionswere
organizedbetweentheZANU andtheZAPU withIanSmith'sgovernmentofSouthern
Rhodesia,theANCunderMandelaandtheapartheidregimeofSouthAfricaetcetera.The
discussions were directed towards African freedom and independence from foreign
domination.

17.Consequently,theorganisationcondemnedthepersecutionofAfricanliberationfighters
througharbitraryarrestandimprisonment,hardlabour,publicflogging,amongothers.The
OAU onthisgroundpressurizedforthereleaseofAfricanpoliticianssuchasNelson
MandelaofSouthAfricaandRobertMugabeofSouthernRhodesia.

18.The Organization ofAfrican unitysentobservers to witness independenttransition
(elections),whichcontributedtoAfricanattainmentofindependence.Observersweresent
toSouthernRhodesiain1980wheretheZANUledbyMugabewerevictorious,toSouth
Africain1994whereMandelaandtheANCwontherace.



HowsuccessfulhasbeentheAfricanUnion(AU)infulfillingtheobjectivestheaims

towhichitwasfounded

Preamble

a)Aviableintroduction

b)Showtheawarenessoftheobjectivesoftheau

c)Giveandexplaintheachievementsandweaknessesoftheau

d)Aclearstandpointandvalidconclusion.

Pointstoconsider

 TheauwasfoundedoutofthedesiretorebrandtheOAUinfindingsolutionsto

itsseriousproblemsthatplagueditsoperations

 ItsestablishmentfollowedthesigningoftheconstitutiveactinJuly2000in

LomeTogoby53AfricanheadsofstatesandlaunchedinDurbansouthAfrica

onJuly92002

Objectives

 AchievegreaterunityandsolidarityamongAfricancountriesandpeople

 Acceleratepoliticalandsocio-economicintegrationofthecontinent

 Promotepeace,securityandstabilityonthecontinent

 Defendthesovereignty,territorialintegrityandindependenceofitsmember

states

 Promotedemocraticprinciplesandinstitutions,popularparticipationandgood

governance

 PromoteanddefendAfricancommonpositionsonissuesofinteresttothe

continentanditspeople

Achievements

 HasconsolidatedunityandinterdependenceofAfricanstates.

 SuccessfullymediatedintheSudanconflict(2005-2011)andSomaliaconflict

(2006)leadingtothesouthSudanindependencein2011andthetransitional

federalgovernmentofSomaliain2006respectively.

 EstablishmentofthepanAfricanparliamentasaplatform toinvolvetheAfrican

peopleinitsactivities

 AttemptedtocombatcorruptionthroughadoptingtheAfricanunionconvention

onpreventingandcombatingcorruption(2003).

 HasdevelopedacommondefensepolicyfortheAfricancontinentthroughthe

establishmentofthepeaceandSecurityCouncil(PSC)in2004.

 Hasencouragedpeacefulresolutionsofconflictsonthecontinente.g.calledfor

thedialogueinBurundibetweenpresidentNkurunzizaandoppositionoverthe



incumbentsthirdterm aspirations

 Hastriedtopromoteself–reliancethroughstrengtheningtheAfrican

developmentbankandestablishingnewfinancialinstitutionse.g.theAfrican

monetaryfund(Yaounde),theAfricaninvestmentbank(Tripoli),

 HasstoodagainstunconstitutionalchangeofgovernmentinAfricathrough

coupsandcivilwarse.g.condemnedmilitaryinterventioninCAR2013Mali

2013andmauritania2005

 Theaucondemnsterrorism andsubversiveactivitiesonthecontinente.g.the

terroristattackinUganda(2010),Kenya(2014and2015),AlshababinSomalia

andBokoHaram inNigeria

 Upholdsgenderequalityandwomenempowermentthroughencouraging

womeninimportantpositionslikethechairmanshipaswellasorganizing

conferencesongenderissues;thecurrentchairpersonofauisDr.(Mrs)

NkosazanaDlaminiZuma.

 Ithasstoodgroundtodirectlyinterveneintheaffairsofmemberstatesto

preventwar(Burundimay2003)andcountergravecircumstanceslikewar

crimesagainsthumanitye.g.SomaliaandChadetc

 HasenabledAfricanstatestomaintainacommonstandwithonevoiceduring

internationalforumsonmattersconcerningthecontinente.g.intheungeneral

assembly

 Strengthenedregionaleconomiccommunities(RECS)onthecontinentasa

basisforallAfricanintegration

 Hasattemptedtore-establishthemembershipofmoroccotheabscondedthe

OAUinthe1984throughaccordingherallAUbenefitsandstatus.

 Emphasizescrossbordertradethroughencouragingmemberstatestoopen

borders.

 HasemphasizedthepromotionofAfricancultureandlanguagee.g.throughthe

Africanacademyoflanguages

 HasattemptedtoimproveonthewelfareandlivingconditionsofAfricanse.g.

commended950milliondollarsinApril2015tofighttheEbolascourgeinwest

Africa

 UpholdsAfro-Asiansolidaritye.g.expressedcondolencestovictimsof

earthquakeofApril2015inNepalandalsoencouragesstrongeconomicties

withAsianpowerslikeGhana.

 ItcondemnsforeigninterventioninAfricanaffairse.g.itstoodagainstNATO

expeditioninLibyain2011andrejectedthe“noflyzone”overLibyaproducedby

theUNsecuritycouncil



 HasestablishedstrongeconomicanddiplomatictieswiththeEuropeanUnion

(EU)andtheEuropeanEconomicCommunity(EEC).

Weaknesses

 Failuretocreateauniongovernmentthatwouldleadtothedesiredunited

statesofAfrica.Theideawashighlyrejectedbymemberstatesofsouthern

AfricaintheAU-AccrasummitofJuly2007.

 FailedtorescueAfricanterritoriesfrom imperialcontrole.g.canaryislands,

CeutaandMelillaunderSpain,saintHelenaandTristanDaCunhaunderBritain,

MadeiraandsavageislandsunderPortugal,MayotteandreunionunderFrance.

 Hasfailedtofindalastingresolutionintheterritorialconflictbetween

MoroccangovernmentandthePOLISARIOfrontoverthestatusofWestern

Sahara.

 Hasnotfoundalastingresolutionintheseverekillerepidemicsthatthreaten

AfricanpeopleonthecontinentlikemalariaandHIV/AIDSscourge.

 TheAUhadbeenchallengedinremedyingthesevereabjectpovertyamong

Africanpeopleswhichhashinderedimprovementintheirstandardsofliving

 TherehasbeennosolutionbytheAUtocountertheeco-problemsonthe

continentlikedeforestation,droughtwhichhavecausedpersistentfaminein

differentAfricanstates.

 IthasfailedtoharmonizepoliciesoftheRECswhichisanobstacletothe

missionoftheAfricaneconomiccommunityinensuringacontinental

economicintegrationwithasinglecurrencyby2023

 NopracticalstepinintegratingtheparticipationoftheDiasporainbuildingthe

AUandcontributetothedevelopmentofthecontinent.

 InabilitytointerveneinLibyain2011toblockerpeacenegotiationsbetween

incumbentGaddafiandoppositiongroupswhichescalatedintotheoverthrow

andmurderofGaddafi

 FailureofmemberstatestoriseenoughfundingtosupporttheAU-peace

missionse.g.inDarfurandSomaliawhichrendertheAUineffectiveness.

 TheAUhascontinuouslyreliedonforeignorganizationslikeUNandtheNATO

inhandlingAfricanaffairse.g.intheDarfurandSomaliaandSomaliahence

perpetuatingneo-colonialism.

 PersistentviolationofhumanrightsinAfricae.g.inChad,SomaliaandCARis

attributedtotheAUweakhumanrightsobservationinstruments.

 TheAUhasnotestablishedpropermechanism toprotecttheAfricanpeople

from untimelyterroristattackse.g.inKenya,SomaliaandNigeria.

 NoresolutionbytheAUonthebureaucracyindecisionmakingcausedbythe



differencesinideologyamongheadsofstate

 Thecontinentalbodyhasnotbeenabletoestablishacontinentalmilitaryforce

underacentralizedcommandandinsteadreliesonmainlyvoluntaryforces

from memberstatesforitspeacemissions.

 TheAfricanunionconventiononpreventingandcombatingcorruptionadopted

in2013hasnotyethelpedincurbingdowntherampantcorruptiononthe

continentasmanymemberstatesarestillrankedhighamongtheworld’smost

graftnations.

 Theprincipleofnon-interventionhasprotecteddespoticleaders

NATIONALISM INKENYA(KENYANROADTOINDEPENDENCE)

TheroadtoindependenceinKenyawasamixtureofviolenceandnon-violence.In
1895aftertheBritishhadestablishedKenyaasasettlercolony,whitesettlement
increasedinthecountry.By1920,thewhiteshadtakenchargeofthepolitical,social
andeconomicaffairsofKenya.ThesettlershadoccupiedLandespeciallyinthe
central;theyestablished an unfaireducation system established and aboveall
racism.TheseamongotheratrocitiesinfluencedAfricansinKenyatostrugglefor
independence.ThestruggleforKenyanindependencewasnothowever-astraight
path;theKenyannationalistsfacedmanychallenges.

OBSTACLESTOKENYANSTRUGGLEFORINDEPENDENCE
ReferenceQuestions:

1.AccountforthedelayedindependenceofKenya
2.ExaminetheobstaclestoKenyannationalism
3.DiscussthechallengesfacedbyKenyannationalistsinthestruggleagainst

Britishimperialism
 TheBritishcolonialpolicyofdivideandruleaffectedthedevelopmentof

nationalism inKenya.Asamatterofconsolidatingthecolonialism inthe
colony,theBritishpolicyinstigatedrivalriesamongKenyanmassesandthis
worsenedtheexistingethnicconflictsinKenyaforexample,theNandiagainst
theMasai,andtherestoftheothertribesagainstKikuyu.Thedivideandrule
policytherefore,disunitedtheKenyanswhichgreatlyaffectedthestrugglefor
independence.

 ThecolonialgovernmentinKenyaimplementedpoliticalrestrictionswhich
retardedKenyannationalism.ThegovernmentslappedbarriersonAfrican
politicalparticipation totheadvantageofwhitesettlersandperhapsAsians.
ThefearwasthatAfricanpoliticianswouldsabotageandcutshortBritishrule
andwhitesettlement.ThishostileattitudeoftheBritishcolonialgovernment
was evidentwith the banishing ofthe operations ofpoliticalparties
(organizations)especiallyKAUafterthedefeatoftheMauMaumovement.

 Consequently,thebrutalpolicyemployedbytheBritishduringtheircolonial
governance in Kenya hindered the progressofnationalism.The colonial
officialscoercedtheKenyansinawayofintimidatingthem from joiningthe
politicalstruggle.SomeofthepoliticalactivistswerekilledlikeDedanKimathi
oneoftheinfluentialleadersofthemau-mauarmedresistance.

 Thepresenceofahighnumberofforeignersi.e.whitesandAsiansheldback
the decolonization processin Kenya.The whitesand Asiansworked as
colonialagentswhichputthem inapositiontohaveapoliticalandeconomic



advantageoverAfricans.TheadvancementofAfricannationalism poseda
greatthreattotheforeignerswhosedesiretoprotecttheireconomicand
politicalpositionsinfluencedthem toopposetheKenyannationaliststruggle.

 Thepoliticalsuppressionbythecolonialgovernmentthreatenedthespiritof
nationalism inKenya.Duringthemau-maurebellion,theBritishadopteda
counter revolutionary approach which involved rounding up suspected
collaboratorsinurbancenters.Thecolonialgovernmenthunteddownand
arrestedprominentpoliticalleaderslikeMzeeJomoKenyatta.

 The emergence oftribal,regionaland sectarian nationalism in Kenya
contributedtothedelayofindependence.TheKenyanpoliticalleaderswere
dividedontriballineswheremanyfrom othertribesblamedthosefrom kikuyu
ofbeingegocentric.Thistribalism waswitnessedinpoliticalmobilizations
likemaumaumovementandthepoliticalpartieslikeKANUandKADU.

 Economic constraints affected the process of Kenyan struggle for
independence.TheKenyannationalistleaderswereincapacitatedfinancially;
they could notraise the desirable funds to enable localand national
mobilization againstBritish dominance.Mostofthe economic and /or
commercialventureswereunderthemonopolyofforeignersi.e.whitesand
Asianswhowerecolonialagents.

 Ideologicaldifferences among Kenyan nationalists worked againstthe
struggle forindependence.TheKenyanpoliticiansdifferedintheirapproach
toachieveindependence.SomelikeOgingaOdingaandTom Mboyaoptedfor
discussionswiththecolonialgovernmentwhileotherslikeDedanKimathiand
JomoKenyattasecondedmilitarism.EvenattheLancasterconferencewith
theBritishgovernmentNgalaandMboyaclashedindisagreementovereach
other'sviews.

 Nationalism inKenyawasfurtherdiscouragedbytheinconsistenceofKenyan
nationalists.PoliticalleaderslikeKenyattaand Mboyaconcentrated their
politicalmobilizationsinurbancentersamongtheelitesandmiddleclass
citizens.Themajoritypeasantsinthecountrysidewereignoreduntil1960.

 Consequently,lackofpoliticalconsciousnessamongKenyanspartlydelayed
independenceattainment.Duetothediscriminativeeducationpolicybythe
colonialgovernment,the majority ofthe Kenyan populace was leftin
ignoranceduetothehighlevelsofilliteracy.Sensitizationonthecolonial
atrocitieswashence noteffective especiallyin 1940'sand 1950's.This
delayedKenyanindependence.

 The poor transport and communication system led to the delayed
independenceofKenya.TheinabilityofKenyanpoliticiansfrom urbancenters
to accessthecountryside(ruralareas)to extend theirpoliticalactivities
affectedthestruggleforindependence.Thisineffectivemassmobilization
renderedtheoppositiontocolonialism atoughtime.

 The delayed independence ofthe neighbouring states i.e.Uganda and
TanganyikawasasetbacktotheattainmentofindependenceinKenya.The
factthattheBritishwereinchargeofUgandaandTanganyikamadethem to
havestrongholduntoKenya.Inthesameway,itwashardforUgandaand
TanganyikatoextendassistancetotheirKenyancounterpartsastheywere
equallyinvolvedinstrugglingagainstBritishrule.

THEMAU-MAUUPRISING1952-55
Themau-mauuprisingwasawarofindependencethatoccurredinKenyabetween
1952and1955.ItwasthefirstrevoltinKenyaagainstcolonialism andthefirst
militaryuprisinginBritishAfrica.



Theoriginoftheuprisingisnotclearalthoughsomehistorianssay;itisderivedfrom
thephraseinKiswahili,"MzunguAendeUlayaMwafrikaApateUhuru".

Themau-maurebellionwasspearheadedbytheKikuyuanditwascenteredin
CentralKenya.
TherebellionwasorganizedunderthebannerofKenyalandandreform armyledby
GeneralChina(WaruhiuItote),BildadKaggiaandDedanKimathitheex-servicemen
ofWorldWarII.OtherkeypersonsintheuprisingwereJomoKenyattaandPaulNgei.

Causesoftherevolution
ReferenceQuestions:
1.Towhatextentwasthelandproblem responsiblefortheoutbreakoftheMau-

Mauuprisingin1952?
2."British policieswereprimarilyresponsibleforthe1952-55 Kenyan revolts."

Discuss
3.HowfarwastheMau-Maumovementanationalistmovement?
4. Assessthecontributionofracism totheoutbreakofKikuyuuprisinginKenya

1952-55
5.DiscussthecausesandeffectsoftheMau-Mauuprisingof1952-55

 Thelandquestionwasprimarilyresponsibleforthemau-mauuprisinginKenya.
By1950,theBritishpolicyinKenyahadresultedintolandalienationbythewhite
settlersespeciallyofthefertilelandsofKirinyagahighlands(Mt.Kenya).The
ultimategoalwastoturnKenyaintoaWhiteman'scountry.Thispolicyaffected
theKikuyu,MasaiandothergroupsincentralKenya.DuetoAfricanlandhunger,
theyroseupthrougharebellion.

 Consequently,manyKenyanswerecompelledtoabandontheirancestralhomes.
Manyofthem becamesquattersonestatesandplantationsownedbywhites
whosettledinthecountryfrom SouthAfrica,Austria,andBritain.Itshouldbe
notedthatsomewhitesleftcommissiondidnotsolvetheproblem.Therefore,the
strongattachmentofAfricanstotheirancestraltraditionsinfluencedthem to
stageupanuprising.

 ThecreationofreservebytheBritishcolonialgovernmenttoresettlesomeofthe
AfricansgrievanceslandhadbeengrabbedraisedAfricangrievances.These
reservesweremainlydominatedbytheKikuyuandtheMasai.TheMasaiwere
onceforcedoutofthefertileVasin-GishuplateauandlatertheLaikipiaplateauto
Ngongreserves.Manyofthereservesweresmall,overpopulatedandless
productive.This congestion coupled with poorconditions in the reserves
influencedmanyAfricanstoflocktotownslikeNairobiandNakuruinsearchfor
employment.Theirfrustrationswhileinthesetownsinfluencedthem tojointhe
uprising.

 IntroductionofsoilconservationmethodsbytheBritishwaslookedatasa
mockery.TheAfricansweretaughtmethodsofusingterracesacrosstheridges
asawayofcheckingsoilerosion. Astheytoiledtoearnalivingthrough
cultivation,discontentamongAfricansgrew duetounproductivityofland.This
influencedthem torebelagainsttheBritish.

 Thedesireforindependenceinfluencedmilitantnationalism inKenya.Thiscould
bederivedfrom theKiswahilimeaningofthephrase'Mau-Mau'.TheKenyans
weretiredofpoliticalmarginalisationfrom thetimetheircountrywasestablished
asasettlercolony.Africanswereleftoutofpoliticswiththewhitesassumingall
politicalresponsibilities.

 TheoppressivecolonialpoliciesoftheBritishhardenedthepeople'sgrievances
inKenya.Amongstthem wastheKipande(identitycard)system whereAfricans



couldnotbeallowedtomovefrom onecountytoanotherfreelyunlesstheyhada
specialpass issued by the colonialauthorities.This restriction ofAfrican
movementsannoyedthem toriseupagainsttheBritish.

 The British colonial administration imposed agricultural restrictions that
increasedthehatredofAfricanstowardstheBritish/whites.Africanswerenot
allowedtogrowsomeofthecashcropssuchascoffeeandpyrethrum.Africans
werenotsupposedtoinvolveincattleranchingaswell.Alltheseagricultural
activitieswerereservedforthewhitefarmers.Thepolicywaslookedatasa
measureto impoverishAfricansinKenya.Hencetheystaged themau-mau
uprisingtoredeem themselves.

 Forcedlabourasinstitutedbythecolonialgovernmentcauseduntoldsufferingto
themasses.Throughthispolicy,theKenyanswerecompelledtoprovidefree
labouronpublicworkslikeroads,railwaylineandgovernmentstations.Many
othersemployedbythewhiteplantationownerswerepaidverylowwages.This
exploitationcompelledasizeablenumberofAfricanstoflocktotownssuchas
Nairobi.Withouteducation and any skill,these Africans found themselves
unemployedanddesperate.Theywereeasilyrecruitedintothemau-mauforces.

 TheBritishcolonialgovernmentadoptedapoortaxationpolicy.Africanswere
forcedtopayhightaxesthroughthehutandguntaxpolicy.Taxeswerealso
leviedonland.ThetaxationpolicywasaimedatforcingAfricanstoworkfor
whitesontheirplantationsaswellasgovernmentstations.Thisrepressive
taxationsystem withapoormethodoftaxcollectioninfluencedAfricanstorise
upagainsttheBritish.

 Racism causedthemau-maurebellion.Kenya,likeSouthAfricaandAlgeriahada
colour-barproblem.ThiswasduetothepresenceofasizeablewhiteandAsian
population.TheAsiansweremainlyintownswhilethewhiteswerefoundinthe
countrysideaswell.Thewhitespractisedundisguiseddiscriminationespecially
againsttheblacks.ThisattitudewasalsosharedbytheAsianswhokepttheir
distanceawayfrom theblackseventhoughtheseAsianswereequallyunder
looked bythe British.Such racism was clearlyvisible in the politicaland
economicsystem whereAfricansweregenerallyexcluded.

 Theconflictsincultureandtraditionalbeliefshadahandintherebellion.The
ScottishmissionariesestablishedastrongbaseinkikuyulandtoChristianisethe
country.Christianitywasstronglyopposedtosomeofthetraditionalpracticesof
thekikuyutradition.Acaseinpointwasfemalecircumcision.Missionarieshad
alsoexcludedtheAfricansfrom thetopchurchleadership.Therefore,mau-mau
waspartlyinspiredbydifferencesinreligion.

 Consequently,theindependentAfricanchurchesinKenyainfluencedthemau-
mauuprising.SomeKikuyunationalistshadfoundedkeyindependentchurches.
Thiswasanattempttoglorifythepositionoftheblacks.Theimpactofthiswas
thecementingofastrongsenseofindependencewithintheAfricanchurch
movement.Itisforthisreason thatmanyofthemau-mau fighterswere
membersoftheindependentAfricanchurchesandopposedChristianityinits
originalsense.

 TheimpactofWorldWarIIhadanelectroniceffectonnationalism inKenya.The
warbroughtaboutthereturnofAfricanex-servicemenwhohadgainedmilitary
skillsandrenewedpatriotism.ThosewhoreturnedincludedBildadKaggiaand
WaruhiuItotepopularlyknownasGeneralChina.These'returnees'hadobserved
theAsiannationalmovementandwereexposedtodemocraticpolitics.By1950,
manyoftheex-servicemenwerediscontentedowingtothedecliningstandards
ofliving and inadequate politicalreforms by the British colonialists.They
therefore,optedforviolenceoutofpoliticalandeconomicgrievances.

 TheinadequateconstitutionalchangesinitiatedbytheBritishtastedthepatience



ofAfricanstorevolt.Around1946,theAfricanelitesledbyMathuEliotfounded
theKenyaAfricanunion(KAU).TheseAfricanspressedforAfricanparticipation
inKenyanpolitics,equitablerepresentationofallraces,socialjusticeandself-
determination.KAUdemandedforbetterworkingconditionsandcalledforland
reforms.ThemembersofKAUwhobelievedinconstitutionalmeansignoredby
thecolonialsecretarywhorefusedtomeetthedelegatesthatthepartyhadsent.
Consequently,someofthemembersofKAU realizedthefailureofpeaceful
meansandtherefore,influencedthemau-mauuprising.

 Grievancesamongtheurbanpettytradersandworkersinfluencedthemau-mau
uprising.Thesetradersand workersin Nairobiand Nakuru wereovertaxed,
commerciallydiscriminatedanddeniedlucrativedealsbygovernmentinfavour
ofAsiantraders.Mostofthesetradersinfluencedtheformationorjoinedthe"40
group"whichmobilizedassistanceamongtowndwellersandpreparedground
fortheuprising.

 Consequently,theformationofthe"40group"laidgroundsforthemau-mau
uprising.The"40group"wasformedinthe1940'sledbyMwangiMachariaand
StanleyMathenge.The"40group"operatedsecretlyinurbanareasespecially
Nairobi,mobilizingassistanceandrecruitingfighters.This"40group"alsoknown
as Chama Cha 40 (the politicalparty of40)and /oryoung men of40
administeredtheKikuyuoathwhichwasadedicationbythefreedom fightersto
fightforthelandofGikuyuandMumbi.Mostofthememberofthisgroupof40
becamemau-maufighters.

 TheemergencyofradicalsinKAUmadethemau-maurevoltinevitable.Manyof
these radicalswere ex-service men ofWorld WarIIwho neverbelieved in
peacefulmeansofdemandingforself-ruleandlandreforms.Around1946,these
radicalsfoundedtheKenyalandandreform army(latertheMa-Maumovement)
andestablishedlinkswiththe"40group"inNairobithatoperatedsecretlyamong
thepettytraders,workersandtheunemployedAfricans.By1952,thestagewas
setforarevolt.

 Theriseofkikuyunationalism,whoseambitionwastocapturepowerandlead
therestofthecountry.AtthetopofthisKikuyumovementwasEliotMutonyiand
DedanKimathi.TheseKikuyunationalistscollectedgunsandotherweaponsand
establishedcampsinNairobi,Kiambu,Nyeri,EmbuandMuranga.Theyrecruited
membersfrom withinandoutsideKAUandadministeredthe'oathofsecrecy'
(kikuyuoath)tothenewrecruits.

 Thegrowingnationalism inWestAfricainspiredtheKenyanstoriseupagainst
theBritish.AfterWorldWarII,theWestAfricansintensifiedtheirdemandforself-
governmentbothintheFrenchandBritishcolonies.In1944,TheFrenchcolonial
authorities organized the Brazzaville conference which resulted into some
politicalconcessionsinFrenchcolonies.Africansgottherighttovote,establish
politicalpartieswithanincreasedAfricanrepresentationintheFrenchparliament.
Similarly,theGoldcoastandNigeriareceivedconstitutionalchangesfrom the
Britishcolonialauthoritiesi.e.theBurnsconstitutionandRichardsconstitutionin
1946respectively.AlltheselackedinKenyawhichinfluencedKenyanstoresort
toviolence.

 TheEgyptianrevolutionof1952organizedbyNasserpavedwayforthewider
mobilization ofAfricans againstcolonialrule.Nasserused radio Cairo to
broadcastprogramsinArabic,English,HausaandKiswahili,whichprograms
appealed to the African patriots to intensify theireffortagainstEuropean
colonialism.Thebenefitsfrom radioCairo,withmoralandfinancialsupportfrom
EgyptcrystallizedKenyannationalism inform ofanarmedresistancethrough
mau-maumovement.

 TheroleofKenyanelitesinfluencedthemau-mauuprising.Themostinfluential



wasJomoKenyattawhoseimportancewastosensitizethemiddleclass,offer
espionageinformationtothefreedom fightersandsolicitforfinancialsupport.
TheactivitiesoftheKenyanelitestowardstheuprisingcausedconcernonthe
Britishwholaterarrestedmanyofthem includingJomoKenyatta.

THECOURSEOFTHEREVOLT
Therevoltstartedin1952whenthemau-maufighterswenttothebushandstarted
attackinggovernmentstations,farmsofwhitesettlersanddestroyingtheirproperty
intheprocess.Thefightersslaughtered/mutilatedthesettlers'animals,attacked
theirshopsandkilledcolonialofficials.

InMarch1953,apolicestationatNaivashawasinvadedandabout173prisoners
werefreed.UptoApril1954,theguerrillaswereonrampageduetoanumberof
factors;
 Therebellionstartedinanareathatwasheavilypopulatedandverycloseto

Nairobi,acityofunemployedidlers.Thepeoplealsohadaccesstonewspapers,
radiosandwereabletomonitortheactivitiesoftherebels.

 ThedeclarationofthestateofemergencebytheBritishcolonialgovernment
arousedmorefearamongthepeopleofKenya,forcingthem togotothebush.

 In1953,thegovernmentmadeablunderofarrestingJomoKenyattawhowas
tried.andimprisonedatKapenguria.AlthoughhebelongedtoKAU,therewasno
clearevidencethathewasanactivememberofmau-mau.Withawidefollowing,
the arrestofKenyatta resulted into an increase in the numberofrebel
sympathizersamongthekikuyu.

 Theroleplayedbytheex-servicemenofWorldWarIIwhohadmilitaryskillsand
couragefavouredtheMau-Mau.Thistogetherwiththesecretnatureofthe
movementmadeitdifficultfortheBritishtodiscovertheplansofthefighters
wellinadvance.

 The fighters also fabricated weapons like guns and grenades from their
workshop,collectedfinancesandotherwarprovisionsfrom theirsupporters
hencewereabletosustaintheuprisingatthebeginning.

 Thefighterswerealsowellmobilizedandorganizedatthebeginningofthe
rebellion;they"boastedofastrongleadershipunderDedanKimathiandGeneral
ChinawhotriedtounifytheguerrillaarmyonMt.Abadares.

 Thegeographicalfactorgreatlyassistedthemau-mau.Therebellionoccurred
aroundMt.AbadaresandMt.Kirinyaga.Themountainshadsteepslopesand
bambooforests,whichweresuitableforguerrillawarfare.Inashortrun,the
rebelswereabletorecruitandtraintheirforceswithoutmuchinterferenceupto
1954.Thereafter,thecolonialgovernmentembarkedonasystematiccampaign
andsuppressedtherebellion,leadingtoitscollapsebylate1955.

FACTORSTHATLEDTOTHEDEFEATOFMAU-MAU
ReferenceQuestions:
1.AccountforthefailureoftheMau-Maumovementby1956
2.DiscussthefactorsthatledtothecollapseoftheMau-Maumovement
3.AccountforthemilitarydefeatofKenyaintheperiod1952-56
 Mau-Mauwasorganizedonethniclinesespeciallythatitwasdominatedbythe

Kikuyu.TheBritishwereabletoexploitthisbyturningtherestofthetribes
againstthekikuyu.Itshouldbenotedthatthekikuyuleadersadministeredthe
oathofsecrecyinkikuyulanguageandsangpraisestoGikuyuandMumbi.By
doingsotheyscaredawaytherestofthetribes.

 DisunityamongtheAfricansfailedthemau-mau.TheBritisheffectivelyusedthe
divideandrulepolicyandturnedthekikuyuthemselvesagainsttheMau-Mau.



ThegreatlandownersandtheelderlyaswellastheChristianswereallopposed
totheuseofviolence.Theythereforediscouragedtheirtribesmenfrom joining
therebellion,whichsuppressedtheuprising.

 Themilitaryweaknessofthemau-maumovementfrustratedAfricans.Manyof
the fighters lacked training and experience;they were ill-equipped and ill-
organized compared to the British.Many were armed with rudimentary
homemadegunsandpangas.Besides;theBritishhadrecruitedAfricanstofight
fellowAfricans.

 Themau-maumovementdidnotreceivemuchassistancefrom externalsources.
ThiswasduetothestronghandoftheBritishandtheexistenceofcolonialrule
alloverAfrica.Themovementalsofailedtocaptureandretaintheinternalbases
wheretheycouldexpandandconsolidatetheuprising.

 Ontheotherhand,theBritishcolonialgovernmentinKenyahadapowerfuland
wellequippedarmy.Someofthecolonialtroopswererecruitedfrom Kenyaand
therestofBritishAfrica;forinstance,IdiAminandotherUgandansweretakento
suppressthemau-maumovement.Thecolonialtroopsdidsowithalotof
brutality.Thecolonialarmywasalsosupportedbyjetfighterswhichbombedthe
rebelpossessions.

 The British counterinsurgence measures scared the kikuyu into gradual
withdrawalfrom therebellion.Thegovernmentroundedupthousandsofthe
Kikuyu in the areas ofNyeri,Nairobiand Kiambu.These were detained in
concentrationcampswheretheyweresubjectedtoforcedlabour,andtorture.
SomeoftheAfricansdiedintheprocess.Thispolicyisolatedthefightersand
deniedthosesuppliesandrecruits.

 Geographicalobstaclescontributedtothedefeatofthemau-mau.Duetothe
difficultterraine.g.theridges,fighterswerecutofffrom theirreservesasthe
governmentforcessurroundedthehillsandforests.Thisfacilitatedtheirdefeat
andthevictoryoftheBritish.

 Consequently,theconditionsofthewarcouldnotfavourthefreedom fighters.
Theysufferedfrom famineandstarvationandmanysurvivedonwildgamese.g.
monkeysandplants.Themorefreedom fightersstarvedtodeath,themorethe
restweredemoralizedandsurrenderedtothecolonialforces.

 Theeconomicweaknessoffreedom fightersfacilitatedtheirdefeat.Attheinitial
stage,theMau-Maufighterssurvivedonhandoutsfrom asmallmiddleclassof
mainlypettytradersandworkers.Bymid-1954,supplierswerescarceasthe
middleclassdeclinedfinancially.

 ThewhitesettlersinKenyagavetheBritishgovernmentformidableassistance.
Theyprovidedmuchofthefoodandespionageinformationwhileotherswere
recruitedastroopsinthecolonialarmy.Theirdesiretoprotecttheeconomicand
politicalpositioninKenyainspiredthem togivefullsupporttothecolonial
governmentagainsttheAfricans.

 Themau-maumovementgraduallylostherleadership.Thiswasmainlyafterthe
captureofGeneralChinainFebruary1954andKimathiinOctober1956.Kimathi
waslaterconvictedandhanged.Thelossofinfluentialleadershipdeclinedthe
spiritoffreedom fightersandweakenedthem tremendously.

 By1956thenumberoffreedom fightershadshrunkduetothedeaths,arrestand
desertions.Someofthevictimswerebetrayedbyformerfighterswhoontheir
capturewerereleasedbytheBritishtospyontheirfellowfighters.Bytheendof
1956,mau-mauwasdead.

EFFECTSANDSIGNIFICANCEOFTHEMAU-MAUUPRISING
ReferenceQuestions:
1.AssesstheimpactoftheMau-Mauuprising



2.HowdidtheKikuyurevoltsof1952-55affectthepeopleofKenya?
Significance/positiveeffects
 Mau-Mau laid a foundation forAfrican self-rule in Kenya.The British were

compelledtoabandontheirplanofcontinuingtorulethecountryfortheinterest
ofwhite settlers.Thereafter,theyassumed directresponsibilityforKenyan
advancementand saw the need to speed up constitutionaland economic
progressinfavourofKenyannatives.

 Reformswerecarriedoutintheagriculturalsector.TheKenyangovernment
openedtheKenyanhighlandstosomeoftheAfricanpeasants.Thegovernment
issuedoutlandtitlestothosewhoownedlandandresettledmanyofkikuyu
peasantstoareaswithfertilesoils.

 Consequently,Africanfarmerswereallowedtogrowcashcropsespeciallycoffee
andpyrethrum.Between1954and57,coffeeproducedbyAfricansrosefrom
4,000to26,000acres.ThisreducedAfricanpoliticalgrievances.

 TheMau-MauuprisinginfluencedtheBritishgovernmenttoinitiateconstitutional
changesinKenya.In1954,thecolonialsecretaryOliverLyttletoncreatedamulti-
racialcouncilofministerscomprisingthreeEuropeans,twoAsians,andone
African.B.AOcingawastheAfricanrepresentative.Theabovefigureswerelater
revisedandin1960theconstitutiongavemajorityofthepoststoAfricans.

 Africanswereenfranchised and started electing theirfellow Africansto the
nationalassemblyin1957.ThisempoweredAfricansandgavethem hopefor
self-determination.

 Thepoliticalactivitieswhichwerebannedduringtherebellionwereresumed.In
1955 politicalparties were formed leading to the emergence ofprominent
nationalistssuchasTom Mboya,OgingaOdingaandArapMoi.Mboyawas
influentialamongtheworkers.ThesepoliticianswerealsoelectedtotheLEGCO
andlaterjoinedthemajorpoliticalpartiesi.e.KANUandKADU.

 Thecolonialpolicieswererevised.Thelabourpolicychangedandforcedlabour
wasabolished.Gradually,thekipandesystem declinedandthetaxationsystem
wasrevised.ThiscreatedrelativeharmonybetweentheBritishcolonialistsand
AfricancommunityandwiththewhitesettlercommunityinKenya.

 Theendoftherebellionandabolitionofthekipandesystem facilitatedthe
closureofAfricanreservesanddetentioncamps.Bylate1956,thestateof
emergencewasdenounced.

 Indirectly,Mau-MauinfluencedAfricannationalism intheBritishcoloniesofeast,
centralandWestAfrica.TheBritishfearedthatviolencecouldbreakoutinother
colonies.Theytherefore,hurried/hastenedtoinitiateconstitutionalchangesthat
preparedtheirrespectivecoloniesforindependence.

 Inthefinalanalysis,theMauLMaumovementhadatremendousimpactonKenya.
ItwasanationalisticmovementthatAfricanslostmilitarilybutwonpolitically.

Negativeeffects
 The Mau-Mau uprising was a disasterto Kenyans atleastmilitarily.The

movementwascrushedandAfricansweredefeatedhencetherebellionwas
shortlivedduetothemilitarydefeatsufferedbyAfricans.

 Theuprisingclaimedthousandsoflives.Over13,000Africans,100whitesand29
Asiansperishedduringthewar.ManyoftheAfricanswhodiedwerenotactually
freedom fighters.

 Theuprisingledtothecreationofconcentrationcampsasanisolationistpolicy
adoptedbytheBritish.AfricansmainlyofkikuyuandMasaioriginfacedharsh
conditionsinthesedetentioncampsduetofamineandstarvation,diseasesand
otherproblems.Mostofthem diedandwerepartofthe13,000thatthewar
claimed.



 To noteisthatinthewakeoftheuprising,theBritishcarried outcounter
revolutionarymeasures.Theydeclaredastateofemergencein1952which
lasteduntil1956.Duringthisperiod,avastnumberofAfricansmainlykikuyuand
someMasai,embuandmeruwerearrested,torturedandimprisonedorputin
detention camps. Allthese occasioned psychologicaltorture and human
suffering.

 ManypoliticiansandotherKenyanssuspectedofcollaboratingwiththeMau-Mau
fighterswerearrested.Amongthem wereJomoKenyatta,Gen.China,Kimathi
andotherkikuyupoliticians.Theysufferedlongperiodsofdetentionupto1960.
OtherslikeKimathiwereconvictedandexecuted.

 Consequently,theuprisingdisruptedtheeconomyandscaredawaysomeofthe
whitesettlers.Thecattle,farms,plantation,homesteads,shopsetceterawere
destroyed during the war.This was an economic setbackto the colonial
governmentasitdisruptedagriculturalandindustrialproduction.

 ItshouldbenotedthatAfricansandAsiansalsolostpropertyduetoinsecurity
duringtheuprising.Theseincludedgardensbeingdestroyedandbusinesses,
especiallyinNairobiandNaivasha.

 Politically,therewasatemporarysetbackonAfricannationalism causedbythe
lossofsomeofthepatriotsortheirimprisonmentforinstanceKimathiand
Kenyatta.ThedemandforAfricanfreedomsandrightsthereforedeclined.

 KAUasapartywasbannedwithherleadership,andforsometime,thekikuyu
losttheirenthusiasm andleadership.Theywerereplacedbyupcomingpoliticians
from otherethnicgroupssuchasOgingaOdingaandTom Mboya.Bothofthese
wereLuo.

 Furthermore,there was a delay in the transition to independence.More
particularly,the British exploited the kikuyu elements by promoting tribal
sentiments among differentethnic groups againstthe kikuyu.The political
partiesthatemergedlikeKANUandKADUreflectedtribalandregionalroyalties.
Theywereantagonisticandhostilewhichoccasionedfuturepoliticalconflicts.

 Besides,theuprisingfracturedtheKenyanssocietyevenamongpeopleofthe
sametribe.Longafterthesuppression,familiesandclansremaineddivided
alongloyaltiesandMau-Maugroups.Itbecamedifficulttohaveaunitedfront
againstthecolonialadministration.

The factors thatfacilitated the growth ofnationalism in Kenya included the
following:
ReferenceQuestions:
1.ExaminethefactorsthatfacilitatedthegrowthofKenyannationalism
2.Accountfortheriseofnationalism inKenyaby1963
3.DiscussthefactorsthatfacilitatedtheattainmentofKenyanindependencein
1963
 TheemergenceoftheindependentAfricanchurchesinKenyainfluencedthe

politicalstruggles.TheactivitiesoftheScottishmissionariesintheareasaround
kiambu,Nairobi,meruamongothersraiseddiscontentmentfrom theAfrican
converts.Besides,AfricanswantedtomaintainanAfricanculturalheritage.This
influencedthem toestablishtheirownchurcheswhichlaterbecamesignificantin
mobilizingpoliticalactivistsespeciallyinkikuyuland.

 TheearlierpoliticalorganizationsinKenyainfluencedthedesireforpolitical
freedoms.PoliticalassociationsliketheKenyaAfricanUnion(KAU)andtheother
minororganizationsestablishedontriballinesmobilizedmassesagainstthe
colonialactivitiesinKenya.Eventhoughtheywerelesssuccessfulintheearlier
years,theylaidafoundationforthedevelopmentofnationalism inKenya.

 TheBritishcolonialactivitiesinfluencedthedesireforindependenceinKenya.



Thecolonialgovernmentadoptedapoortaxationpolicy,andestablishedaland
commission thatworsened theland problem in Kenya.Theseamong other
colonialpolicieshardenedtheheartsofAfricanstoresentforeignrule.Tomake
mattersworse,such policiesfavoured thewhitesettlersattheexpenseof
Africans.Therefore,African grievances againstthe colonialpolicies were
witnessedthroughtheirstruggleforindependence.

 WorldWarIIhadaprofoundeffectonKenyannationalism.Thewarproduced
Kenyanex-servicemenlikeKimathi,KaggiaandItote.UpontheirreturntoKenya
theseex-servicemenengagedinviolence(throughtheMau-Maumovement)to
struggleforindependence.Theywereconcernedwiththeunfairpoliciesofthe
British,unemploymentlevelsandthecostlybutpoorstandardsoflivingofthe
Africans.Tonote,theaftermathofWorldWarIIsaw theincreasedcolonial
exploitation and white racism which aggrieved Africans to demand for
independence.

 Consequently,the Mau-Mau uprising of 1952-55 was a sign of African
discontentmentagainstBritishcolonialism.EventhoughAfricanslostmilitarily;
politically,successwasontheirside.Theuprisingcheckedthecolonialpolicies,
ledtopoliticalreformslikeincreasedAfricanrepresentationandrangthebellto
the colonialmasters thatAfricans in Kenya were politically mature for
independence. No-wonder the years after Mau-Mauwitnessedpolitical
developmentsthatfinallybroughtindependencetoKenya.

 The emergence ofKenyan elites influenced independence struggles.These
includedJomoKenyatta,OgingaOdinga,andTom Mboyaamongothers.The
elites condemned colonialism,demanded forpoliticalreforms while some
engagedinpre-independencediscussionswiththeBritishcolonialists.Amongst
them weresomethatwerevotedtotheLEGCOandbecameamouthpiecefor
Africandemands.

 ThedesiretoreviveandmaintaintheAfricanculturalheritageinKenyainfluenced
nationalism inthecountry.TheactivitiesoftheScottishmissionariesincentral
Kenya togetherwith theBritish colonialpoliciesweregraduallyeroding the
culturalpracticesinKenya.ThiscreatedawarenessamongKenyanradicalsto
demandforindependence.

 Thepooreducation system in Kenyaangered Kenyansto demand forself-
government.TheeducationgiventoAfricanswasmoreinferiortothatacquired
bywhitesandAsians.TheunemploymentlevelsinKenyaandthedisadvantaged
positionofAfricanswereallattributedtothepooreducationsystem adoptedby
theBritishcolonialists.Therefore,thedesireforequaleducationopportunities
influencedKenyanstoengageinpoliticalactivities.

 Consequently,thecontinueddominancyofKenyabythewhitesettlersandtheir
racistpoliciesincreasedAfricangrievances.Thewhitesettlersmonopolizedcash
crop production and allthe-¬otherprofitableagriculturalventureslikecattle
ranching.Theyownedmostofthelandinthecountrysideanddiscriminated
Africansfrom politics.Thedesireforequalpoliticalrightsinfluencedthegrowth
ofnationalism inKenya.

 ThecontributionofpoliticalpartiesledtoindependenceattainmentinKenya.The
parties like the Kenya African NationalUnion (KANU)and Kenya African
DemocraticUnion(KADU)mobilizedmassestoengageinanti-colonialstruggles.
KANUunitedKenyaagainsttribalsentiments.ThepopularityofKANUputherin
aninfluentialpositiontoleadtheKenyanstruggleforindependence.

 TheactivitiesoftradeunionsinKenyacannotbeunderestimatedintheKenyan
agitation for independence. Like in Tanganyika,the trade unions were
organizationsbyworkersandprofessionalstodemandfortheirrights,better
socialwelfareandworkingconditions.However,thenegativeresponsebythe



colonialmastersinfluencedtradeunionstoengageinpoliticalactivitieswhich
hadapositiveimpactinthestruggleforindependence.

 Theroleofthepressinfluencedthegrowthofnationalism inKenya.Newspapers
like 'Sautiya Mwafrika','Kenyan weeklynews',etcetera helped to sensitize
massesonthecolonialatrocitiesandtheneedtostruggleforindependence.

 ThecharismaticroleofJomoKenyattabroughtindependencetoKenya.Kenyatta
spentmosthis education days abroad where he was able to attend the
Manchesterconferencein 1945.Kenyatta turned KAU into a vibrantKANU,
engagedinmobilizationfortheMau-Mauuprisingwhichledtohisarrestfor
seven years.Even in prison,theinfluenceofKenyattawasstillfeltamong
Kenyanswhichmotivatedthem toopposecolonialism.

 The impact of the Manchester conference influenced the struggle for
independenceinKenya.Kenyattafrom KenyawasamongtheAfricandelegates
at the Fifth Pan African conference. The conference proclaimed total
independenceofAfricanstatesandthecompleteeradicationofailformsof
colonialoppression.TheresolutionsattheconferenceweremuchfeltinKenya
uponthereturnofKenyattain1946.

 TheattainmentofindependencebyIndiain1947ledtogrowthofnationalism in
Kenya.Indian independence from the British motivated Kenyans to employ
similarmethodofpositiveresistanceagainstthesamecolonialmaster.India
alsoextendedassistancetotheKenyannationalistsduringtheprocessofthe
struggleforindependence.

 TheindependenceofGhanain1957ledtotheincreasedindependencestruggles
inKenya.Ghanawouldlaterorganizethe'AllAfricanPeople'sConference'in1958
whereKenyanslikeTom Mboyaattended.MboyaclaimedtheAccraconference
wasa'redefinitionofAfrica'consequently,theindependenceofGhanafrom the
Britishincreasedpressureonthecolonialmastertoinitiatepoliticalreformsthat
putKenyansintheindependencemood.

 ImpactoftheItalo-Ethiopiancrisis(1935-41)motivatedKenyannationalism.The
Italianson establishing theirimperialism in Ethiopiaimplemented dictatorial
policies by land grabbing,imprisonmentofAfrican politicalactivists,over
taxation,etc.whichpoliciesweresimilartothoseimplementedbytheBritishin
Kenya.TheresponseoftheEthiopianstoItalianscolonialism motivatedKenyans
toriseupagainsttheBritishcolonialruleandthewhitesettlercommunity.

 TheroleoftheUnitedNationsOrganisation(UNO)influencednationalism in
Kenya.TheUNOestablishedtheyears1950-60asadecadeofdecolonization.
Duringthisperiodcolonialmasterswereexpectedtopreparetheircoloniesfor
independence.TheKenyansusedthischancetopetitiontheBritishtotheUNfor
theirslowreactioninpreparingKenyaforindependence.TheKenyanstherefore,
usedtheUNasaplatform todemandfortheirindependence.

ThecontributionsofKenyattainthestrugglefortheindependenceofKenya
ReferenceQuestions:
1.ExaminethecontributionofJomoKenyattatothedecolonizationofKenya
2.AssesstheroleofJomoKenyattaintheriseandgrowthofKenyannationalism
JomoKenyattawasbornasJohnKamauWaNsenyiin1893atNsendainKikuyu
land.Heattendedmissionaryeducationin1914beforetravellingtoLondonfor
furtherstudiesin1931.HewaspoliticallyknowntoKenyansbyhispopularname
Kenyatta(Kenya'slight).HisroleinthestruggleforKenyanindependencewasas
follows:

 KenyattawasanactivistfortherightsofworkersthroughtheKikuyuWorkers
Organization.He therefore,became the voice ofthe oppressed Kenyan
workers,wherehedemandedforbetterworkingconditionse.g.betterwages



andhousingfacilities
 HeacceptedthepostofsecretarygeneralofKikuyuCentralAssociation(KCA)

in1928.ThemainobjectiveofKCAwastofightforKikuyu-landlosttothe
whitesettlers.ItwasduringhisworkwithKCAthatheabandonedhisoriginal
nameKamauforKenyatta.

 KenyattarepresentedthedemandsofKCAtothecolonialsecretaryinLondon
in1929.DuringhisvisittoLondon,Kenyattademandedthecolonialsecretary
toinfluencethereturnofKikuyulostland.

 DuringhisstudiesinEngland,Kenyattawrotealiterallypoliticalbook"Facing
MountKenya",whose ideas created politicalawareness ofthe state of
colonialruleinKenya.

 JomoKenyattaattendedthe5thPanAfricanConferenceinNovember1945at
Manchester.During the Manchesterconference,Kenyatta interacted with
otherprominentpanAfricanistslikeNkrumah,PadmoreandDuBois.The
Manchesterconference therefore influenced him to turn to Kenya and
participateinthestruggleforindependence.

 Consequently,KenyattareturnedtoKenyain1946andimmediatelyreplaced
JamesGichuruasleaderofKenyaAfricanUnion(KAU).KenyattausedKAUto
demandforthedecolonizationofKenyathroughpositiveresistance.

 Duringthemau-mauuprising,Kenyattaworkedasanundergroundmember
whosetaskwastomobilizefundsfrom thepettytradersinNairobi.His
associationwithmau-maufightersthreatenedtheBritishcolonialists.

 KenyattabecameanactivistfortherightsofKenyans.In1951,hepresenteda
memorandum to the colonialgovernmentdemanding forthe rights of
Kenyans.

 Kenyattawassuspectedbythecolonialgovernmentasacollaboratorofthe
mau-mau which led to his arrestin 1953.His arresthowever,caused
sentimentamongKenyansandincreasedpoliticalpressureonthecolonial
governmenttodecolonizeKenya.

 WhenKAUwasrevolutionalisedintoKenyaAfricanNationalUnion(KANU),
Kenyattawaselectedaschairmaninabsentiaofthenew party.Thiswasa
clearindicationoftheinfluenceofKenyattaontheKenyanseventhoughhe
wasin prison.Such influenced waswitnessed when membersofKANU
refusedtoform agovernmentin1961afterwinningthepre-independence
electiondemandingforthereleaseofKenyattafirst.

 Kenyatta led the delegation thatattended the second LancasterHouse
Conference in London in 1962.This followed his appointmentto the
legislative councilin the same year.AtLancaster,the independence
constitutionofKenyawasdrafted.

 Kenyatta led KANU to form a coalition governmentwith Kenya African
DemocraticUnion(KADU)in1962.Thiscoalitiongovernmentsetthepacefor
self-governanceinKenya,

 JomoKenyattaledKANU tovictoryintheindependenceelectionsofMay
1963.He wentahead to form an internalgovernmenton June 1,1963
attainingthetitleoffirstprimeminister.

 AsleaderofKANU,Kenyattaacceptedtheinstrumentsofindependenceon
December12,1963 and became the firstpresidentofthe independent
governmentofKenya.

The role ofKenya African NationalUnion (KANU)in the struggle forKenyan
independence
ReferenceQuestions:



1.TowhatextentdidtheKenyanAfricanNationalUnion(KANU)contributetothe
attainmentofindependenceinKenya?
2.ExplaintheinfluenceofKANUtothestruggleforKenyanindependence

 KANU wasformedinMarch1960,byAfricanmembersinthelegislative
councildominatedbytheKikuyu.KANUreplacedKAU,whichhadoutdated
ideasandnoclearprogram ofachievingKenyanindependence.However,the
contributionofKANUisdiscussedbelow:

 KANUdesignedaclearpoliticalprogram aimedatattainingindependencefor
Kenya.ThisProgram includedbringingalltribesonboard,increaseddemand
forworkers'rights and increased pressure on the colonialgovernment
throughpoliticaldiscussions.

 The party demanded forthe release ofKenyan politicalprisoners who
includedJomo Kenyatta.Thereleaseofpoliticalprisonersincreasedthe
capacityofKANUtoattainindependence.

 Through prominent politicians like Jomo Kenyatta, the KANU gave
charismaticrelationshiptothestruggleforindependence.ThroughKANU
politicians,itwaseasyforthepartyto mobilizemassesthroughoutthe
countryandsensitizedthem tojointhe:politicalstruggle.

 TheKenyaAfricanNationalUnionidentifiedherselfwiththenationalproblems
inthecountry.Thepartyincreasedpressureonthecolonialgovernmentto
ensure sounding land reforms. KANU also condemned the colonial
governmentandthewhitesettlercommunityforabusingtheAfricanculture.

 Thepartycutacrossethniclinesthroughouttheprocessofmobilization.The
leaders of KANU encouraged nationalunity during the struggle for
independence.Shetherefore,condemned theBritish policiesofensuring
disunityamongKenyans.

 The KANU worked to ensure economic emancipation of Kenya.She
condemnedthecolonialpolicyofdiscriminatingAfricansfrom theeconomic
activitiesofthecountrynamelyagriculture,tradeandcommerce.Thiswon
thepartypopularityofmasses.

 TheKANU organizedpoliticalcampaignsthroughoutKenya.Duringthese
campaigns the leaders ofKANU spread anti-colonialpropaganda and
encouragedthemassestojointhestrugglefordependence.

 TheactivitiesofKANUinspiredtheformationofotherpoliticalpartieslike
KenyaAfricanDemocraticUnion(KADU).Theemergenceofthesenewparties
increased the African pressure on the colonialgovernment to grant
independencetoKenya.

 TheKANUwasgreatlyopposedtofederalism inKenya.Thepartydemanded
fortheestablishmentofaunitarygovernmentforfearthatfederalism would
worsentribalnationalism andregionalism inKenya,

 LeadersofKANUparticipatedinthesecondLancasterHouseConferenceof
1962.Atthisconference,theindependenceconstitutionofKenyawasdrafted.
ThismotivatedthemoodKenyanstoachieveindependence.

 TheKANUformedacoalitiongovernmentwithKADUin1962.Thiswasthe
firstgovernmentdominatedbymajorityAfricans.Thecoalitiongovernment
pavedwayfortheindependenceofKenyalaterin1963.

 Thepartyparticipatedinthepre-independenceelectionsof1961and1963.In
1961,KANUwonmajorityseats(19)but,refusedtoform agovernmentbefore
Kenyattawasreleased.In1963,KANUwonmajorityoftheseatsintheMay
elections.

 The KANU formed an internalgovernmenton June 1,1963 with Jomo
Kenyattaasthefirstprimeminister.Thisgovernmentpreparedgroundfor



Kenyatofinallyachieveindependence.
 ThepartyreceivedtheinstrumentsofindependenceonDecember12,1963

withJomoKenyattaaspresident.ThismarkedthecollapseofBritishcolonial
ruleinKenya.

THEINDEPENDENCESTRUGGLESINTANGANYIKA(1945-61)
TanganyikawasaGermancolonyfrom 1895 until1919.Tanganyikawasthen
transferredtothe
LeagueofNationsasamandatedterritoryfollowingthedefeatofGermanyinWorld
WarI. BritainwasgivenadministrativemandateoverTanganyikaonbehalfof
theLeague.

AfterWorldWarII,TanganyikawasputunderthetrusteeshipcounciloftheUnited
NationsOrganization(UNO)withBritainreceivingfullmandateovertheterritoryasa
trusteepower.
ThepeopleofTanganyikarejectedthesecondstuntofcolonialism undertheBritish
andbegan strugglingforself-ruleasearlyas1945.However,independence
onlycamebyin1961.

ThepathofTanganyika'sindependencewasverydrasticandsmoothcomparedto
thatofUgandaandKenyawhohadproblemsespeciallyofethnicsub-nationalism
andinternaldisunity.In1945,twoAfricanswereelectedtothemembershipof
Tanganyika nationalassembly (legislative council).This was followed by the
establishmentofaconstitutionalcommitteetodesignaconstitutionforTanganyika.

In 1945,the UN mission visited Tanganyika and recommended thatBritain,
administeringTanganyikaonbehalfoftheUNO shouldpreparethecountryfor
immediate independence.The UN mission had originally fixed the date for
Tanganyika'sindependenceonMay1,1961,but,duetobureaucracy,Tanganyika
attainedonlyinternalself-governancewithKambarageJuliusNyerereastheprime
minister.TanganyikawasdeclaredfullyindependentonDecember9,1961,whenthe
BritishcolonialgovernmenthandedovertheinstrumentsofpowertoTanganyika
Africanationalunion(TANU).

FACTORSFORDELAYEDGROWTHOFNATIONALISM INTANGANYIKA
ReferenceQuestions

a)AccountforthedelayedindependenceofTanganyika
b)ExaminethechallengestotheindependencestrugglesinTanganyika

 ThelargesizeofthecountryledtothedelayedgrowthofNationalism.The
vastgeographicalsize ofTanganyika made itextremely hard forthe
Nationaliststotravelacrossthecountrytosensitizeandmobilizemasses
especiallyinthecountrysidetoriseupagainsttheEuropeancolonialists.

 PoortransportandcommunicationnetworkinTanganyikaledtothedelayed
growth ofnationalism.The colonyofTanganyika had low infrastructure
developmenti.e.theroadnetworkwaspoorwithsomeareasinaccessible.It
wasdifficultfornationaliststotravelfrom coastalareaslikeDar-es-Salaam to
interiorareaslikekaragweinthewest,Kilimanjaroareasinthenorthandto
theextremeSouthalongtheborderwithMozambique.Thislimitedthespread
ofnationalisticideas.

 Highlevelsofilliteracyaffectedthestruggleforself-ruleinTanganyika.During
thecolonialperiod,Tanganyikahadfew educatedpeoplewhoweremostly
concentratedintownsandmissioncenters.Themasseswereignorantof
theirrightsyetnationalisticliteraturewasinaccessible,bytheruralpopulace.



 ExtremepovertyamongTanganyikanscausedeconomichardshipshence
hinderingtheforcesofnationalism inTanganyika.Tanganyikahadthemost
backwardeconomyinEastAfricawhosepopulationwaspredominantlymade
upofpeasantswhopracticedsubsistenceagriculturewithverylittletosell.
Suchapopulationwasunabletocontributetonationalisticactivities,which
affectedTanganyika'sroadtoindependence.

 FailureoftheearlierviolentattemptagainstEuropeanrulecausedahiccupto
Tanganyika's dream forseif-determination.Between 1905 and 1907,the
peopleofSouthTanganyikawhoincludedPogoro,Wangido,andmatambi
stagedanunsuccessfulmaji-majiuprisingagainsttheGermans.Thedefeat
ofthemaji-majibytheGermansdemoralizedthepeopleofTanganyikahence
affectingtheirquestforpoliticalfreedom.

 TheexclusionofAfricansfrom politicalparticipationdelayedthegrowthof
nationalism inTanganyika.GermancolonialistsandlatertheBritishdespised
thepeopleofTanganyikaanddeniedthem involvementinpoliticaldecision-
making.Veryfew Africansweregivenadministrativepostsinthecolonial
governmentyetontheoverall;Africanslackedvotingrights,whichmeant
affectedpreparationsforself-rule.

 Theoppositionfrom theBritishcolonialistsalsodelayedtheindependenceof
Tanganyika.WhentheBritishtookovertheaffairsofTanganyikaonbehalfof
theUnitedNationsOrganization,theywerenotpreparedfortheactivitiesof
TANU.Britain encouraged Africans againstTANU to form the United
TanganyikapartyUTPin1956.ToworkagainstTANU.

 The imprisonment and restriction of TANU leaders also delayed the
independenceofTanganyika.BesidessupportingactivitiesagainstTANU,the
BritishusuallyroundedupandarrestedanumberofTANUleaderstheyeven
used to close TANU branches and in 1957,Nyerere was stopped from
addressing any rally.This negatively affected politicalmobilization and
delayedtheindependenceofTanganyika.

 ThetribaldiversityoftheTanganyika also delayed theindependenceof
Tanganyika.Asaheterogeneousstatecomposed ofdifferenttribesand
culturalgroups,Tanganyikafacedchallengestowardsfosteringnationalunity,
whichwasdesirabletoboostnationalism.IttooktimebeforeKiswahiliplayed
averyimportantroleinboostingnationalisticstrugglesinthecolony.

 Theintroductionofamulti-racialpolicybytheBritishin1951wasanother
obstacletothedecolonizationprocessofTanganyika.TheBritishintroduced
apolicythatprovidedfortherepresentationofalltheracesofAfrican,Asian
andWhiteatalllevelsofadministration.Thisnew policyaffectedAfrican
interestsespeciallythedemand forindependence,whichtheAsiansand
whitesreluctantlysupported.

 ThemandatorystatusaccordedtoTanganyikadelayedthedecolonization
process.FollowingthedefeatofGermaninWorldWarI,Tanganyikabecamea
mandatedterritoryoftheLeagueofNationswithBritainasthecaretaker.This
mandatorystatusofTanganyikaundertheBritishwasfurtherconfirmedby
theUNO in1945.TonoteisthattheVersaillessettlementof1919had
recognizedsovereigntyofterritoriesformallyunderGermanoccupation,but
LloydGeorgeofBritaindeclaredthattheresolutionappliedtoonlyformer
German territories in Europe. This eventually delayed Tanganyika's
independence.

 Lackofcapable leaders atthe initialstages ofindependence struggles
delayed the decolonization ofTanganyika.Before emergence ofJulius
Nyerere,Tanganyikalackedcapable,charismaticandforesightedleadersto
mobilize masses and stir them towards self-rule.The independence



movementinTanganyikaonlygatheredmomentum aftertheemergenceof
Nyerere,whowentaheadtoachieveself-ruleforthecountry.

FACTORSTHATFACILITATEDTHEINDEPENDENCEOFTANGANYIKA
ReferenceQuestions:
1.ExaminethefactorsfortheearlyindependenceofTanganyika
2.Discussthefactorsthatfacilitatedthegrowthofnationalism inTanganyika

 Absenceoftribalnationalism favouredtheindependenceofTanganyika.The
colonyhadnosingletribeorethnicgroupthatwaspowerfulenoughtoclaim
controloverthepoliticsofthecountrylikeitwasforBugandainUgandaand
KikuyuforKenya.Bythetimeoftheindependencestruggle,thedifferent
ethnicgroupsinTanganyikai.e.theSukuma,Masai,Yao,theMakonde,the
NyamweziandChaggaetcetera,wereweakandnoneofthem couldthreaten
theneighbourstocausestateconflicts.Besides,thevariousethnicgroups
werespreadthoughtTanganyikawithoutaconcentratedsettlementfora
particulartribe.Duetothis,thetribeswereabletouniteagainsttheBritish
colonialsystem,whichenabledTanganyikatoattainindependencebeforethe
otherEastAfricanstates.

 TheroleofKiswahiliasacommonlanguageamongthepeopleofTanganyika
helpedtoquickenindependence.Kiswahilicreatedunityamongthevarious
tribes and this facilitated communication.Parties like (the TANU)used
Kiswahilitomobilisethemassesintopassiveresistanceslikestrikesand
demonstrations.Therefore,Kiswahilicompromisedthelanguagedifferences
inTanganyika,andthishelpedthenationaliststohavegoodorganisationthat
enabledthem toattainindependence.Kiswahilihadbeenthelingua-franca
rightfrom thedaysofArabsatcoastallthroughtothetimeofGermanand
Britishrule,whoneverimposedtheirrespectivelanguagesuntothepeopleof
Tanganyika.

 Thelessonslearntfrom theearlierresistancesagainstGermanrulemotivated
thedemandfor-dependence.ThemajorrebellionsweretheHeherebellion
andMajiMajiuprising(1905-07),butinparticular,thelatterwasinstrumental
inbringingindependencetoTanganyika.Theuprisingsunitedthevarious
ethniccommunitiesmostlyinSouthernTanganyikaliketheNgoniandthe
MpondeagainsttheGermans.ThoughtheGermanscrashedtheMajiMaji
uprising,the unity and organisation shown by the tribes ofSouthern
Tanganyikainspiredthenationalisticstruggle.Ittaughtthenationalistsin
Tanganyikathattheattainmentofindependencecouldbesuccessfulifnon-
violenceandpassiveresistanceareused.Thenewgeneration-nationalistsin
Tanganyika led byJulius Nyerere employed non-violence in the struggle
against the British,which convinced the colonial masters to grant
independencetoTanganyikaearlierthanUgandaandKenya.

 Absence of religious conflicts in Tanganyika favoured independence
attainment.EventhoughChristianityandIslam coexistedinthecountry,this
wasneveradivisivefactorthatwouldhinderunityandproperorganisation
againstBritish colonialism.Instead,the Muslims in the coastalregions
workedcloselywithChristiansintheinteriortoachieveindependence.This
wasincontrastwithUganda,theSudanandNigeria,wherereligionplayeda
majorrole in dividing people during the struggle forthe independence.
Politicalleaders like Julius Nyerere worked hand in hand with Muslim-
counterparts,to achieveindependenceforTanganyika.Infact,theentire
TanganyikapopulaceacceptedNyerereaCathorictoleadthestrugglefor
independence.

 Theroleoftradeunions(welfareassociations)thathademergedafterWorld



WarIIacceleratedtheindependenceofTanganyika.Tanganyikahadvery
strong tradeunionsoffarmers,teachersand othercivilservants,which
engagedinthestruggleforindependence.Theseassociationsincludedthe
KilimanjaroNativePlantersAssociationandthemostimportantoneasthe
TanganyikaAfricanAssociation(TAA).Inanattempttoraisethewelfareof
therespectivevariousgroupsofpeople,thesetradeunionsengagedinnon-
violentprotestslikesitdownstrikesandpeacefuldemonstrations,which
greatlythreatenedcolonialrulein.Tanganyika.Theactivitiesoftradeunions
especiallythe (TAA),formed in Dar-es-Salaam in 1929 motivated many
disgruntledandfrustratedworkersinTanganyikatojointhestrugglefor
independence.The TAA cut across the different ethnic groups and
encouragedtogethernessinthestruggleagainstforeigndomination.

 The role of the United Nations Organisations (UNO) accelerated the
independenceofTanganyika.In1946,TanganyikawasputundertheUN
trusteeshipcouncil,whichentrustedretaintogovernTanganyika.TheUNO
wasanti-colonialandwentaheadtoputpressureontheBritishtoprepare
Tanganyikaforself-rule.ThebodyacceptedJuliusNyereretouseitsGeneral
Assemblyasaplatform todemandfortheindependenceofTanganyika.The
UNsentavisitingmissiontoTanganyikatosupervisepoliticaldevelopments
enhanced by the British in preparing Tanganyika for independence.
Consequently,theUNpressurizedtheBritishtoendtheircolonialinfluencein
themandatedstateofTanganyika.

 TheTanganyikaAfricanNationalUnion(TANU)playedaroleinthesuccessof
thestrugglefortheindependenceofTanganyika.AfterelectingJuliusNyerere
asthepresidentoftheTanganyikaAfricanAssociationin1953,Nyererewent
aheadtotransform theassociationintotheTANUwhichwasconfirmedon
July 7,1954. The objectives of the TANU included achieving the
socioeconomic welfare ofthe people ofTanganyika and above allthe
demandingfortheimmediateindependenceofTanganyika.TheTANUunited
the various ethnic groups in Tanganyika against the British colonial
administration.

 The presence of able leaders in Tanganyika worked in favour for
independence.InparticularwasJuliusNyererewhobecameakeyfigurein
the struggle forindependence.Aftergraduating from Makerere College,
NyererewenttoEnglandforfurtherstudiesbeforehereturnedtoTanganyika
in1953.Immediately,NyererewasappointedthepresidentofTanganyika
AfricanAssociation(TAA),whichhelatertransformedintotheTanganyika
AfricanNationalUnion(TANU),amasspoliticalpartythatstruggled for
Tanganyika independence. NyerererepresentedthepeopleofTanganyika
duringtheindependencenegotiationswiththeBritishcolonialadministrators,
ledacceptedtheinstrumentsofpowerfrom theBritish.

 Theabsenceofastrongsettlercommunityalsoaccountedforthequick
decolonizationofTanganyika.BytheendofWorldWarIIandtheaftermath,
therewereasmallernumberofwhitesettlersinTanganyikacomparedto
Kenya.ThismeantthattherewasnowhiteobjectiontotheAfricandemand
forindependence,andwasanopportunityforTanganyikatoattainself-rule.
Hence,thefactthatTanganyikawasnotasettlercolonyquickened her
processofindependenceattainment.

 TheunfaircolonialpoliciesawakenedthepeopleofTanganyikatodemandfor
independence.TheBritishcolonialistsinTanganyikagrabbedlandfrom the
Africans,triedtoenforceplantationagricultureandotherrelatedevilslike
heavytaxation.SuchpoliciesangeredAfricanswhowereimposedofheavy
finesbecauseofresistinggrowingnew cropswithnew farmingtechniques



broughtbythecolonialists,suchascompulsorysoilterracing.Thesepolicies
generated fearand hatred ofAfricansagainstcolonialism and thiswas
exploitedbynationalistslikeNyereretomobilisethemassestodemandfor
independence.

 TheroleofRichardTurnbull(1958-61)acceleratedtheindependenceprocess
ofTanganyika.Turnbullwas appointed as the new British governorof
TanganyikawithinstructionstoprepareTanganyikaforindependence.Hehad
previouslybeenthechiefSecretaryintheKenyancolonialgovernmentatthe
timeoftheMauMaurebellionandhewasdeterminedtoavoidsuchrelated
havoc in Tanganyika.He became co-operative and established a close
relationshipwithJuliusNyerere.TurnbullhelpedalottoselltheTANUinthe
UNO,whichwashelpfulintheearlyadvancementofTanganyikaself-rule.

 TheimpactoftheMauMau(1952-56)waspartlyresponsiblefortheearly
independenceofTanganyika.BecausetheMauMauwasananti-colonial
uprisingthatwasverydestructiveandexpensivefortheBritish,theynever
wishedtoexperienceanotherrevoltofthekind.Itwasbecauseofthisthat
Turnbullwas appointed governorofTanganyika due to his Mau Mau
experience.Thustoavoidsuch,thenewgovernorwasinstructedtoprepare
Tanganyikaforindependence.

 Thekabakacrisis(1953-55)inUgandahadathreateningimpactonthe
colonialgovernmentinTanganyika.ThoughitoccurredinUganda,theevent
hadaprofoundimpactthatcreatedawarenesstothecolonialgovernment
thattheAfricansinEastAfricawerepoliticallymaturetoattainindependence.
ThecrisisweakenedtheBritishpositionontheformationoftheEastAfrican
federationandinstead,theyinitiatedpoliticalconcessionsthatpreparedthe
atmosphereforTanganyika'sindependence.From theeffectsoftheKabaka
crisis,theBritishlearnttocooperatewithAfricansinTanganyikaasawayof
avoidingpoliticalconflictsinthetrusteeshipterritory.

JULIUSNYEREREKAMBARAGE
ReferenceQuestions:
1.ExplainthecontributionofJuliusNyereretothedecolonizationofTanganyikaby
1961
2.AssesstheroleofJuliusNyererein thestrugglefortheindependenceof
Tanganyika
NyererewasborninMarch1922inButiamavillage,Musomadistrictsoutheastof
LakeVictoriatoChiefBuritoNyerereoftheWazanakiethnicgroupandhiseighth
wifeKambarage.Nyererelivedhislifeinatraditionalsettingwhichenabledhim
acquireskillsoftraditionalleadership.HewenttoMwisengeprimaryschool,Tabora
secondaryschoolandlaterMakerereCollegeinUganda.

 In1945,NyerereattendedthefifthPanAfricancongresstogetherwithother
AfricanslikeJomoKenyattaandNkwameNkrumah.Onhisreturnfrom the
conferencein 1947,likeNkrumah,Nyereredemanded fortheimmediate
independenceofAfricaandhopedtoleadTanganyikatoindependence.

 In1949,NyerereleftforfurtherstudiesatEdinburgh(Scotland)andobtained
aMastersofArtsinhistory,economicsandphilosophy.Thestudiesabroad
widenedthemindandcommitmentofNyereretothestruggleforself-rule.He
returnedtoTanganyikain1952withastrongdesiretoendBritishcolonialism
inTanganyika.

 NyererewaselectedPresidentoftheTanganyikaAfricanAssociationin1953.
TheTAAwasbasicallyfightingforAfricancivilrightsandimprovedwelfareof
Africanworkers.Withthis,Nyerererepresentedthesymbolofcharismaand



forward looking,which qualities would help to confrontthe exploitative
policiesoftheBritish.

 Becauseofhisstrong-zealandlovetowardsindependence,Nyerereusedhis
leadership qualitiesand skillsto transform theTAA into theTanganyika
AfricanNationalUnion(TANU),whichbecamean"allinclusive"andradical
masspoliticalpartythatwouldhelpinthemobilisationofmassesforself-rule.

 AsaleaderoftheTANU,Nyerereinfluencedthepartytoadoptpeaceful
means(pacificresistance),inordertoavoidconflictswiththeBritishcolonial
administrators.Thus,Nyerereorganizedandledworkersstrikesandstreet
demonstrationsallaimedatshowingAfricangrievancesagainstcolonialrule.

 In 1955,Nyerereaccepted thepresidencyoftheTANU.Heimmediately
consolidatedthestruggleforbetterwelfareofthepeopleofTanganyika;but
abovealltheincreasedmembershipofAfricanstothelegislativecouncil.

 NyerereledtheTANU topetitiontheBritishcolonialadministratorstothe
UNO with an intention ofachieving internationalconcern towards the
independence ofTanganyika.The leadership and activities ofNyerere
influencedtheUNO,especiallytheTrusteeshipCounciltohavedirectinterest
inTanganyika'sadvancementtowardsself-determination.

 In1957,Nyererejoinedthelegislativeassemblyandwasimmediatelyelected
Presidentoftheassembly.Inashortwhilehowever,Nyereresteppeddownas
Presidentofthelegislativeassemblybecausethispositionwasboundto
hinderhis.demandfortheimmediateindependenceofTanganyika.

 Between1958and1960,NyerereledtheTANUtolandslidevictoriesinthe
localelections.AftertheAugust1960electionswheretheTANUwonseventy
oftheseventy-one(70outof71)seatsintheLEGCO,NyererewasmadeChief
Ministerhence,givinghim anupperhandtousethegovernmenttodemand
fortheindependenceofTanganyika.

 TheactivitiesofNyererethroughtheTANUmountedmorepressureonthe
BritishcolonialadministratorstograntTanganyikaaninternalautonomy(self-
government),whichwasdeclaredin1958.NyererebecamethefirstPrime
Minister.Thisnewpositionmotivatedhim todemandfortotalindependence,
whichwasgrantedonDecember9,1961.

 JuliusNyerereestablishedacordialrelationshipwithSirRichardTurnbullthe
colonialgovernorofTanganyika(1958-61).Turnbullwasforwardlookingand
wentahead to supportNyerere's actions;he (Turbull)worked wellwith
(Nyerere)untilthelaststagesoftheindependenceofTanganyika.

 AsthePresidentoftheTANU,Nyerereacceptedtheinstrumentsofpower
from the British colonialgovernmentofTanganyika.He consequently
establishedthefirstindependentAfricangovernmentforTanganyika.



THEROLEOFTANGANYIKAAFRICANNATIONALUNION(TANU)
ReferenceQuestions:
1.TowhatextentdidtheTanganyikaAfricanNationalUnion(TANU)contributeto
the attainmentofindependenceinTanganyika?
2.Explain the influence ofTANU to the struggle forthe independence of
Tanganyika
TheTANU wasamasspoliticalpartythatwasfoundedontheJuly7,1954.It
evolvedfrom theexistingpopulartradeunion,theTanganyikaAfricanAssociation
(TAA).ItwasfoundedwithJuliusNyerereasitsfirstleader.TheTANUwasformed
alongthesameprinciplesofthe ConventionPeople'sParty(CPP)oftheGoldCoast
underNkrumah.Itwasaimedatachieving socio-economicwelfareofthepeople
ofTanganyika,promotingunityandcreatingaspiritof nationalism toachieve
independenceinTanganyika.

TheTANUplayedamajorroleinthestrugglefortheindependenceofTanganyika
asseenbelow:

 From thebeginning,theTanganyikaAfricanNationalUnionadvocatedforan
increaseinthenumberofAfricanseatsintheLegislativeAssemblyand
government.This would give Africans an upperhand in voting against
colonialism.

 In1954,thepartyutilizedthepositionofthecountryintheUNTrusteeship
CounciltodemandfortheindependenceofTanganyika.Thepartymade
demandstotheUNO toquickentheindependenceprocessofTanganyika.
TheTANUconvincedtheUNOmissiontovisitTanganyikain1954,whichvisit
camein1955.Consequently,theTANUissuedapetitiontotheUN visiting
missiontoputpressureonBritaintograntindependencetoTanganyika.

 TheTANUpromotedunityofthevariousethnicgroupsinTanganyikawiththe
aim ofachievingself-rule.Membershiptothepartywasgrantedtoallethnic
groupslikeNyamwezi,theMakonde,theSukuma,andtheMpondewithno
discrimination.The majormedium ofcommunication forthe TANU was
Kiswahili,whichstrengthenednationalunitycontrarytoethnicnationalism
duringtheprocessofdemandingforindependence.

 Consequently,theTANUadoptedpassiveresistanceandnon-violentmeans
ofdemandingforindependence.Themeansincludedpeacefulstrikesand
demonstrationsandnegotiationswiththecolonialgovernmentthatmadethe
BritishtoacceptthepoliticaldemandsoftheTANU.OnDecember9,1961,
theBritishtransferredtheinstrumentsofpowertotheTANUleadership.

 The TANU leadership established branches of the party throughout
Tanganyika,whichhelpedtoquickenthedecolonizationprocess.Afterher
transformationfrom the(TAA),theTANUtookoveralltheTAAupcountry
branches.Thepartytherefore,usedthesebranchesscatteredthroughoutthe
countrytospreadanti-colonialpropagandathatenabledhertosucceedinthe
struggle ofindependence.The partybranches eased the task ofmass
mobilization.

 Consequently,the TANU identified itselfwith the people's problems in
Tanganyika,whichthePartyusedinitsplantoturnthemassesagainstthe
Britishcolonialgovernment.InanefforttowinthepeoplesofTanganyikaand
theirsupport,thepartyallied with themassesto condemn thecolonial
governmentforthevariousproblemsinTanganyikalikelossofland,low
pricesforthefarmers'produceandlackofqualityeducationforAfrican
children.Thepartyhencewonsupportofthemassesandeventuallyforced
theBritishtograntindependencetoTanganyika.

 TheTANUgavecharismaticrelationshipandaclearpoliticalprogram through



JuliusNyerere,whichwerevitalintheindependencestruggle.Nyererehad
unique leadership skills and qualities;he was softspoken and lived in
harmonywith otherpoliticalactivists.Such leadership made the TANU
popularamongthemassesinTanganyikaandthemasssupporttotheTANU
activitiesmadetheroadtoindependenceinTanganyikasmoother.

 ThepartyalsosetupacloserelationshipwithtradeunionsinTanganyikato
struggleagainstBritishimperialism.Thiswonsupportofworkersforthe
TANUandincreasedherpopularity,thiswasevidentinsuchawaythatby
1958,thepartyhadmorethanaquartermillionmembers.TheTANUequally
embracedthevaluesoftradeunionslikedemandingforimprovedwelfareof
masses.TheallianceoftheTANUwithtradeunionsforcedtheBritishtogrant
dependencetoTanganyikain1961.

 ThroughtheskillsandworksofJuliusNyerere,theTANUestablishedagood
workingrelationshipwithGovernorRichardTurnbull.From thestartofhis
regimein1958,GovernorTurnbullwasinfluencedbytheTANU toadopt
relativelymoderatepoliciesinadministeringTanganyikacomparedtohow
othercolonialgovernorsadministeredUgandaandKenya.

 TheTanganyikaAfricanNationalUnionestablished acloselinkwiththe
ConventionPeoplesPartyofKwameNkrumah,whichwasinstrumentalinthe
independencestruggleinTanganyika.Nkrumahwentaheadtoextendmoral
advicetoJuliusNyerereaswellasinfluencingthepartytoadoptthepolicyof
non-violencethatacceleratedindependenceinTanganyika.

 Thepartyparticipatedinthelocalelectionswheresheachievedlandslide
victories.Between1958andI960,electionstotheLEGCO wereconducted
andtheTANUwontheseelectionsmajorityseatsandletmanyoftheTANU
representativesbecomeministersinthecolonialgovernmentandtheLEGCO
andconsequentlyNyererebecametheChiefMinister.

 TheTANUcalledfortheimmediateindependenceofTanganyikafollowingthe
landslidevictoryinthe1960elections.ThepartyunderChiefMinisterNyerere
Africanisedthecivilserviceandintroducedaspecialtrainingschemeto
accelerateTanganyika'spathtoindependence.

 TheTanganyikaAfricanNationalUnionacceptedtheinstrumentsofpower
and led Tanganyikato independencethatwasgranted bytheBritishon
December9,1961.TheTANUleadershipwentaheadtoestablishthefirst
independencegovernmentfollowingtheattainmentindependence.

CLASSASSIGNMENT:

ToresearchonthecareerandachievementsofNyerere(1961-85)
Guidingquestions:
1.Explain the role ofJulius Kambarage Nyerere in the social,politicaland

economicdevelopmentofTanzania
2.TowhatextentdidJuliusNyerere'sleadershipbenefitthepeopleofTanzania?
3.ExaminethecontributionofJuliusNyereretothehistoryofTanzaniaupto1985
4.AssesstheachievementsofJuliusNyererebetween1961and1985
5.HowfardidJuliusNyererecontributetothedevelopmentofTanzania?

THESOCIALISTPROGRAMMEINTANZANIA(1967-1985)

THEARUSHADECLARATION/UJAMAAPOLICY
TheSocialistprogrammeinTanzaniawasintroducedbyPresident,MwalimuJulius
KambarageNyererethroughtheArushadeclaration.TheArushaDeclarationwasa
white paper(blue-printdocument)addressed to the members ofthe National



ExecutiveCouncil(NEC)ofTANUatthepartyheadquartersinArushaonFebruary5,
1967.

This document announced a development programme, which emphasized
nationalizationoftheeconomy;it’sfinancial,manufacturingandtradinginstitutions
andcalledtoanendtheaccumulationofprivatewealthbyleadersintherulingparty
andthegovernment.Inhisspeech,NyerereinformedtheNECthatTanzaniawasat
waragainstpovertyandexternaldependenceandsuggestedthattheonlyway
Tanzanianscouldwinthiswarwasbyadoptingasocialistapproach,hencethe
ArushaDeclaration.Hefurtherstressedthatthepolicywouldpromoteordevelop
UnityandbrotherhoodamongTanzanians.

TheArushadeclarationbecameaconstitutionalamendmentwhichgavepriorityto
ruraldevelopmentandtheneedtoutilizedomesticotherthanforeignresources.
Thissocialistprgramme(Arushadeclaration)wasimplementedthroughtheUjamaa
policyorschemewhichenforcedtheprinciplesofvillagisation,nationalizationand
family-hood/communaiism (collectivenesstowardsachievingnationalgoals).The
conceptofUjamaa(family-hood)waslaunchedmainlyintheruralareas.Itwas
basedoncreationofcommunal(ujarnaa)villagesasthemajorproductionunitsof
Tanzania.The Ujamaa villages ensured thatTanzanians practiced co-operative
farmingthroughcommunalsharingofresources.

FACTORSFORTHEADOPTIONOFARUSHADECLARATION/UIAMAA(SOCIALISM)
INTANZANIA
ReferenceQuestions:
a) AccountfortheArushaDeclarationinTanzaniain1967
b) Discussthefactorsfortheintroductionofsocialism inTanzania

 Nyereredesiredtopromoteself-relianceanddefendtheindependenceof
Tanzania.According to TANU leadership,itwas inevitable to break the
colonialumbilicalcord,preventneo-colonialism and stop dependenceon
foreignaid.

 ThegovernmentofTanzaniawantedtoinitiatepeople'sefforttowardsself-
helpprojects,withoutusingfinancesfrom thegovernment.Itwasonewayto
AfricanizetheeconomyofTanzaniaandalsoencouragemassparticipation
towardsdevelopment.Nyererestatedthat,itwerethepeoplewhobrought
aboutacountry'sdevelopmentbutnotmoney.

 PresidentNyerere opted to African socialism as a means ofpromoting
nationalintegration(unity),brotherhoodandtogethernessinTanzania.Tohim,
socialism wouldassisttodestroythecolonialsystem basedonrace,tribeand
religion.Nationalunitywas importantin mobilizing masses fornational
defense,stabilityandstateplanning.ItwasthroughAfricansocialism that
integrationwouldbeencouragedbetweenislanders(ofPembaandZanzibar)
andmainlandsettlers(Tanganyika).

 Thedesiretomobilizelabourforincreasedproductivityledtotheadoptionof
Africansocialism inTanzania.Socialism wouldhelpenhancetheideaof
collective participation and effective use ofrurallabournotonly for
sustainablefoodproduction,butalsotocurbdownthehighlevelspoverty
amongmasses.

 ThegovernmentofTANUadoptedsocialism withamissiontoextendsocial
amenities(services)to themassesinTanzaniaespeciallythoseinrural
setting.Thesesocialservicesweretohelpupliftthestandardsoflivingofthe
ruralmassesinTanzaniaasameanstodiscouragerural-urbanmigrations.

 Nyererewantedtocreateanegalitariansociety(classlesssociety)which



wouldensureequalopportunitiesandresponsibilitiesforallTanzanians.For
thiscase,socialism wastohelpdestroyorbanishsocialclassesespecially
betweentherichandthepoor.

 Therewasaneedtofightandeliminatepoverty,ignoranceanddiseasesfrom
theTanzaniansociety.NyerereclearlystatedthatthebasicwarofTanzanians
wasthewaragainstpovertyi.e.itwaspovertythatcausedallproblemsin
Tanzaniaincludingrelianceonforeignsupport.Africansocialism wastohelp
inmobilizingmassesforspecificpovertyalleviationtasks.

 Nyererewantedtore-establishtheTanzaniansocietybasingontherootsof
theAfricantraditionalsocietyoffamily-hood.NyererewantedtheTanzanian
massestolivetogetherandworktogetherinacommunalsetting.

 Africansocialism inTanzaniawouldactasanavenueorstrategytopromote
communalproductionthroughco-operativefarmingintheUjamaavillages.
Emphasiswastobeputonagriculturalactivitiestoensureemploymenttoall
Tanzanians

 Consequently,African socialism would help to establish self-governing
communitiesinTanzania.Thiswouldbethroughtheviliagisationprogram or
the establishmentand settlementofpeople in Ujamaa villages whose
leadershipwouldbeempoweredbythegrassrootsmasses.

 PresidentNyererewantedtopromoteindustrialdevelopmentinTanzania.He
wantedtoensurefullutilizationofthelocalagriculturalresourceswithout
importing raw materials.Industrialization would also enhance improved
agriculturaloutputinthelongrun.

 Nyererewasfrustratedbyhis5yearsdevelopmentplanof1964-69which
failedtoattractsupportandinvestmentcapitalfrom thecapitalistworld.He
henceadopted theArushaDeclarationasameansto attracteconomic-
sympathy from the communistworld.Nyerere was impressed by the
communistsuccessinchinaafterhistourofthecountryin1965andhe
thoughthis socialistideas could cause Chinese attention towards his
developmentplans.

Otherreasonsfortheadoptionofsocialism inTanzaniaarecoveredintheaims
andobjectivesoftheArushaDeclaration
AimsandobjectivesoftheUjamaapolicy(ArushadeclarationinTanzania)

 Socialism inTanzaniawasaimedatcreatingaclasslesssociety(egalitarian)
 TocementnationalunityandbrotherhoodinTanzania
 Toensurebetteruseoflabourandincreaseagriculturalproduction
 TheArushadeclarationwasalsoannouncedtopromoteself-relianceand

defendtheindependenceofTanzania
 Socialism in Tanzania would help to prevent neo-colonialism and

consolidateindependence
 TheUjamaapolicywasadoptedtomobilizemassesfornationaldefenseand

development
 Toeradicatepovertyfrom Tanzania
 Nyerereaimedatensuringindustrialdevelopment
 TheArushadeclarationwasintendedtoupliftpeople'sstandardsofliving
 The Ujamaa policywould ensure thatthe Tanzanian societyhave food

securityanderadicatefamine

PrinciplesofUjamaapolicy
Family-hood(communalism)
Family-hoodwouldpromoteco-operationandself-helpspiritamongTanzanians.It



wasimposedfrom above"throughtheChamaChaMapindizi(therulingparty)and
governmentofficials.PresidentNyerereassumed thatthepolicycould achieve
respectinsociety,collectiveownershipofpropertyandobligationtoworkasa
community.

Theweaknessoftheprincipleofcommunalism wasthatnofeasibilitystudywas
carriedouttowhethertheUjamaapolicywassuitableorunworkable.

Villagisation
This involved encouraging masses to relocate to systematically government
establishedvillages,involvedcreationofUjamaalocalcommunalgovernmentsby
thepeopleandgovernment.ThegovernmenthenceestablishedUjamaavillage-sas
collectiveorcooperativeproductionunits,andgraduallyencouragedTanzaniansto
settle in these villages from urban areas. Villagisation was voluntaryatthe
beginning,untilaround1970whenNyerereinitiatedOperationDodoma"through
whichthepeasantsinDodomawererepatriatedtoUjamaavillagesinphases.

Similarcampaignslike"Operation Dodoma"werestarted in otherareasofthe
country.However,thepolicyofvoluntaryvillagisationwasslowasthepeasantswere
notwillingtomove,thiswasworsenedbythegeneraleconomiccrisisof1973-74
resultingfrom drought,risingoilpricesandtheinternationalrecession.Thisforced
thegovernmenttoembarkoncompulsoryvillagisationfrom November1973.About
fivemillion(5,000,000)peasantswereforcefullymovedtoUjamaavillagesbetween
1973and1976.

Nationalisation
Inanattempttomaketheeconomyindigenous,thegovernmentnationalizedforeign
investmentsandthemajormeansofproduction.By1972,capitalintensivefarming
hadcometoanendinsomepartsofthecountry.Morethan50% ofthesisal
plantationsweretakenawayfrom privateowners.By1974thecoffeeestatesof
KilimanjarowereinthehandsofUjamaavillages.

Socialamenities
Thisprincipleensuredthatsocialserviceswereextendedtotheujamaavillages.
These services included feederroads,ruralwater,primaryschools and health
facilities.Theserviceswereprovidedforgraduallybythegovernmentorthelocal
communityauthorities.About40% ofthevillageshadco-operativeshopsthrough
whichthegovernmenttargetedthedisappearanceofprivateretailersinsomeplaces
likeDodoma.

Singlepartydemocracy
ToenhancethegoalsofUjamaa,Nyereredeclaredaonepartysystem ofgovernance
inonFebruary5,1967,TanzaniawasdeclaredaSinglePartystateunderChama
ChaaMapiduzi(CCM).TheCCM wasarevolutionarypartyformedthroughthe
mergerofthe Tanganyika African NationalUnion (TANU),the ruling partyof
mainlandTanganyikaandtheShiraziParty(ASP),therulingpartyofZanzibarand
Pembaislands.

ACHIEVEMENTSOFTHEUJAMAAPOLICY

Referencequestions:
a.HowsuccessfulwastheArushaDeclarationinthesocio-economicandpolitical

developmentofTanzania?



b.Howfarwastheujamaasystem infulfillingtheobjectivesofAfricansocialism in
Tanzania?

c.Assesstheachievementsofsocialism inTanzaniabetween1967and1985
d.ExaminetheimpactofAfricansocialism onthepeopleofTanzania

Political
 TheUjamaapolicyledtothecreationofastrongnationalandpeople’sarmy,

theTanzanianPeoplesDefenceForce(TPDF).Thearmywasmadeanational
institutionwhichwasre-equippedandre-associatedwithnationalvalues.The
armyofficerswerebothsoldiersandpoliticiansonthesideofgovernment.It
wasapeople'sarmymorethanaprofessionalarmysinceitwastrainedfor
notonlywarsbutalsoforuseinthedevelopmentprogram.Thenationalarmy
hasbeenloyaltoanyelectedleaderinTanzania,servingtheinterestsofthe
nation.TheTDPFarmythereforemadeTanzaniaanoasisofpeaceand
stability,whichexplainswhyTanzaniahasneverexperiencedacivilwaror
militarycoup.

 Socialism in Tanzania consolidated nationalism among themasses.The
policyencouragedmassparticipationintheaffairsofthecountrywithout
restrictions.Toachievethis,politicaleducationwasintroducedinschools,
collegesandotherinstitutionsofeducation.Itwasgivenemphasisinthe
nationalserviceandintheTanzanianpeople'sdefenseforce(TPDF).Much
emphasiswasalsoputonimprovingthebehaviourofthesocialistleadersso
thatpeoplecouldlearnfrom them.Politicaleducationwasalso-emphasised
inujamaavillagesasabasisforpromotingnationalism andpatrioticfeelings
amongTanzanianstowardstheirnation.Tanzanianswerecalledupontowork
togethertopromotetheinterestsoftheirnation.Acaseinpoint,Tanzanians
greatlysupportedtheirgovernmentandtheTPDFinthewaragainstAminof
Uganda(1978-79)aftertheAminattackedtheTanzanianKageraprovince.

 TheArushadeclarationthereforeintroducedaleadershipCODEwhichwas
observedbysocialistofficialsandalltheCCM leadersinTanzania.Socialism,
inTanzaniagavethemassesrelativedemocracy,intheujamaavillages,local
leaderswereelectedbythegrassrootspeoplethroughuniversalsuffrage
(secretballot).Thismeantthatleaderswouldservetheinterestsofmasses.
TanzaniahassincehadefficientleadersproducedbytheCCM,thepartythat
hasmanagedstateaffairsinTanzaniasinceitsinceptionin1967.

 TheArushaDeclarationmadeTanzaniaapopularnationnotonlyinAfricabut
the world over.After1976,Tanzania became a "politicalMecca"where
socialistsfrom allovertheworldflockedthecountrytoseetheAfrican
challengetocapitalism.MartinMeredith,inhisbook"TheStateofAfrica"
quotesProfessorGoranHyden,anacademicattheUniversityofDar-es-
Salaam tohavewrittenthat“TanzaniabecameapoliticalMeccaforliberal
and socialistprogressives from alloverthe world,anxious to see a
challengetoneo-capitalism.”

Social
 Thepolicysucceededinestablishingujamaavillages.By1976about7000

ujamaavillageswereestablishedwithover13.5mitionpeopleinpopulation
especiallyinMwengeandLindivillages.

 Consequently,as a resultofthe villagisation policy,labourproductivity
increased.Muchoftheworkwasdoneoncommunalbasiswherepeople
workedharder.Thislaterledtoincreasedfoodproductioninanattemptto
ensurefood securityin Tanzania.Nyererestressed thatUjamaa villages
wouldbeintroducedonlyonavoluntarybasis.Hewasadamantthatneither
compulsionnorcoercionwouldbeusedtoestablishthem.Aujamaavillageis



avoluntaryassociationofpeoplewhodecideontheirownfreewilltolive
togetherandworktogetherfortheircommongood.

 TheUjamaapolicyledtothegrowthofurbancenters.Manyoftheujamaa
villageslaterdevelopedintomasstowns.Socialism inTanzaniahadaimedat
promoting ruraldevelopment.TheresettlementofTanzaniansinUjamaa
villagesandthetransformationofruralareasbecamethebasisofsocialism,
asmembersofUjamaavillagesengagedincommunalproduction,marketing
offarm productsandprovisionofhealthandeducationservices.Urbanizing
ujamaavillagesreducedontheproblem ofrural-urbanmigration.

 Socialism inTanzanialedtogovernmentcommitmenttoprovisionofsocial
services.Inthecountryside,attemptsweremadetoprovidesocialservicesto
peasantsintheujamaavillages.Theservicesincludedcleanwaterinrural
areas,schools,feederroads,healthcenters,tomentionbutafew.These
serviceshelpedtoimproveonthelivingstandardsofthemassesinTanzania
especiallyinujamaavillages.

 Throughujamaa,literacycampaignswerelaunched.Therewasincreased
statefundinginform ofschools,books,strategicreferencelibraries,etcetera,
from primaryto universitylevel.Public libraries and schoolbooks were
accessible to everybody.In 1973,schoolfees in primaryschools were-
abolished.This led to the introduction ofuniversalprimary education
designedtomeetnationalinterests.Theschemealsoenabledmanypeoplein
Tanzaniatoacquireadvancedskillsinproduction.Intheujamaavillages,
peopleweretrainedincarpentry,bricklaying,bridgeconstructionandother
vocationalskills.Agriculturaland adulteducation was also encouraged.
Thereforethepolicyhelpedtoreduceontheunemploymentlevels,improved
thequalityoflifeoftheruralpopulationandpromotedself-reliance.

 Socialism ledtoasocio-culturalrevolutioninTanzaniaasthecountrywas
transformed culturally.Ujamaavillagesfacilitated thespread and useof
Kiswahiliasanationallanguage.Thesevillagespromptedculturalfusionand
wereidealforprogramsofpoliticalsensitization.Theresultwasgreater
nationalunityandstability.Thussocialism inTanzaniacementednational
unity.KiswahiliadoptedandusedinUjamaavillagesunitedover130ethnic
groupsinTanzania.Nationalunityreducedethnicclashesandencouraged
nationalidentification.

Economic
 The policy achieved self-reliance in Tanzania in the initialyears ofits

operation as Nyerere attempted to check on neocolonialinfluence.His
governmenttriedachievingeconomicplanninganddevelopmentbyutilizing
localresourceswithoutforeignassistance.Besides,Jarnaarepresenteda
radicalattempttoforgeanAfricanideology.Asthedreamsandexpectations
ofindependencefaded,JuliusNyerere'ssocialistexperimentinTanzania
stooditasabeaconofhopethatAfricamightyetfindaroutetofindthekind
ofnew societythatnationalistleadersonceimagined.Theneedforself-
reliancemeantthatTanzaniawouldhavetorelylessonforeignaid.Nyerere
claimed,itis stupid to rely on money as the majorinstrumentof
developmentwhenweknow onlytoowellthatourcountryispoor.Itis
equallystupid,indeeditisevenmorestupid,forustoimaginethatweshall
ridourselvesofourpovertythroughfinancialassistanceratherthanour
financialresources...Firstly,weshallnotgetthemoney.Thereisnocountry
in the world which is prepared to give us gifts orloans,orestablish
industries,to the extentthatwe would be able to achieve allour
developmenttargets...

 Landwasnationalizedandredistributedtothepeasants,whichreducedland



anger.Thegovernmentembarkedonaresettlementpolicywherelandwas
nationalised and redistributed to peasants in the newlycreated Ujamaa
villageslikeinmwengeandLindi,thusputtingmorelandundercultivation.
Manyislanderswerealsorelocatedtonew settlementsonthemainland.
However,therewaslimitedprivateownershipofsomeplotsallowed.

 ThepolicyledtoincreasedagriculturalproductionthroughUjamaavillagesas
thecountry'sproductionunits.Governmentencouragedtheproductionof
cassava,maize,groundnuts,rice,beans,soyaandotherfoodcropswithaim
ofattainingfoodsecurity.Thiswasasaresultofco¬operativefarmingand
communalagriculture.Thegovernmentunleashedagriculturaltechnocrats
who taughtpeasantsbetterfarmingmethods.By1978,thecountrywas
exportingmaizegraintoherneighboursandbeyondduetotheagricultural
boom.

 Thepolicyledtotheestablishmentofthecooperativesocietiesthroughwhich
thegovernmentassistedfarmerswithincentiveslikefertilizers,pesticides
and improved seeds.The governmentfullysupported the formations of
cooperativesocietiesthroughwhichruralfarmersmarketedtheiragricultural
producetoavoidexploitationandcheatingofindividualfarmers.Thepolicy
laterledtonationalizationofallmajormeansofproduction.In1976,thestate
nationalizedcooperativesandsetupstatecorporationsliketheNational
millingco-operationforfoodcropsandtheNationalcoffeeboard.

 TheArushaDeclarationcondemnedlazinessandencouragedhardworkinthe
Ujamaavillages.TheUjamaapolicyemphasizedthetraditionalAfricanvalue
ofcommunalwork.Itemphasizedtheview thateveryonewasaworkerand
discouraged idleness and laziness.PresidentNyerere emphasized that
Tanzaniawasatwarwithpoverty,diseaseandignoranceandthatinorderto
ridTanzaniaofbackwardness,therewasneedforcollectiveeffortfrom all
sectionsofTanzanianmasses.Consequently,thepolicyledtocreationof
employmentandtaughtthelocalshow tomanagetheirownaffairs.Thisin
turnledto3spiritofself-relianceinthecountry.

 The Ujamaa policy increased employmentopportunities forthe people.
Throughtheencouragementofself-helpprojects,governmentwasableto
provideemploymentopportunitiestoall.TheUjamaapolicyemphasizedthe
traditionalAfricanvalueofcommunalwork.Itemphasizedtheview that
everybodywasaworkeranddiscouragedidleness,henceemploymentforall.
Thegovernmentemphasisedproperandmaximum utilizationofresource
utilizationasameansofmininisingonunemploymentlevelsinTanzania.The
policyencouragedmassestoengageinagricultureasasolutiontolackof
jobsbyfarmingallidlebutcultivablelandinthecountry.

 TheUjamaapolicypromoted relativeindustrializationinTanzania.Small
scale industries emerged using agriculture products as raw materials,
producing highlydemanded foritems in the ujamaa villages like hoes,
fertilizers,and pesticides.These industries also provided employment
opportunitiestothepeopleofTanzania.Consequently,thesocialistpolicyin
Tanzania led to the improvement and promotion of infrastructure
developmentin the countryforinstance feederroadswere created and
developedintheUjamaavillages.Railwaylinesarealsoextendedtodifferent
partsofthecountry.Asaresultagricultureproductionwasencourageddueto
theimprovedtransportnetworks.

 TheUjamaapolicyledtotheconstructionandcompletionoftheTazara
railway.Evenbefore1967,theneedforanotheroutletfortheZambiancopper
wasseenasanecessity.OnlyChinahoweverwaswillingtoundertakethe
buildingoftherailwaytolinkDar-es-salaam withtheIsmbiancopperbelt.The



railwaylinehadthepotentialofopeningupsouthernTanzaniaforagricultural
expansionandtheexploitationofvaluablemineralssuchascoal.

 TheArushadeclarationattemptedtoreduceincomeinequalityinTanzania.
FollowingtheArushadeclaration,TANU leaderswerenotallowedtoearn
morethanonesalary,neithercouldtheyholdsharesinanyprivatebusiness
nortoemployworkersandhavehousestoberented.Thisreducedthegap
betweentherichandthepoorandencouragedequalityofmassesasdesired
byNyerere.Aprogressivetaxationsystem wasalsoestablishedbyNyerere's
governmentwithtaxexceptionsextendedtolowincomeearners.

 TheArushadeclarationattemptedtoreduceincomeinequalityinTanzania.
FollowingtheArushadeclaration,TANU leaderswerenotallowedtoearn
morethanonesalary,neithercouldtheyholdsharesinanyprivatebusiness
nortoemployworkersandhavehousestoberented.Thisreducedthegap
betweentherichandthepoorandencouragedequalityofmassesasdesired
byNyerere.Aprogressivetaxationsystem wasalsoestablishedbyNyerere's
governmentwithtaxexceptionsextendedtolowincomeearners.

FAILURESANDSHORTCOMINGSOFSOCIALISM INTANZANIA
Economic

 Inashorttime,Tanzaniafailedtomaintainself-reliance.Thecountrywasvery
poorandcontinuedtoheavilyrelyonforeignaidagencies,whichpromoted
dependencesyndromeinTanzania.TheAmericansandlatertheWorldBank
extended loans fornationaldevelopmentPrograms by the Tanzanian
government.Asaconsequence,thedebtburdenescalatedworsened,which
underminedtheeconomicandpoliticalindependenceofTanzanialeading
perpetuationofneo-colonialism.

 Consequently,thepolicystrainedthebudgetofTanzania.Withthevigorous
villagisationProgram of1973-76,virtuallyalargepopulationofTanzaniaof
almost13.5millionwasmovedintonearly8000ujamaavillages.Eventhough
theintensionofvillagisationwastogiveeveryoneaccesstosocialservices
likeschoolsand dispensaries,in reality,thestateused alltheavailable
resourcestofinancethisambitiousproject.Theweakeconomicstandof
Tanzaniamadethegovernmentunabletosustaintheproject,whichledto
bankruptcyandleadingtoprovisionofpoorservices.

 Nationalizationofprivateestatesandplantationswascounter-offensive.It
causedimbalancesinproductionleadingtoatremendousfallinagricultural
output.Productionofagriculturalgoodsdeclinedasthepeasantstooklong
toomeetthemoderndevelopmentdemands.Thepeasantsconcentratedon
productionoffoodcropstoavert(solve)faminethusleavinglittletimeto
grow cotton,tobacco,sisaiandothercashcrops.Thedwindlinglevelsof
agriculturalproductionwereworsenedbytheoutbreakofdroughtbetween
1974and1975.Governmentinterventionduringdroughtneversavedthe
situationasquantitiesharvestedremainedlow.

 Within the governmentand Chama Cha Mapinduzi(the ruling partyfor
Tanzania),theevilsofcorruptionandsmugglingbecamedeep-rooted.These
economicproblemscoupledwithpoorplanningbythegovernmentworkedto
discreditthe ujamaa policy.Consequently,the governmentofficials and
socialist leaders became completely ineffective in the process of
consolidating socialism in Tanzania as they concentrated much on
accumulating wealth through dubious means.They lived luxurious life,
becameveryarrogantanddroveexpensiveBenzcarsthatthepeoplereferred
tothem as"Wabenzi."inthelongrun,theujamaapolicybecameirrelevant.

 Ujamaafailedtouprootcapitalism from Tanzania.Thepolicyleftcommunal



farmingtoexistsidebysidewithsomeprivatehouseholdplots.Someofthe
holdersofprivateplotsoflandbecamepettybourgeoisies(capitalists)atthe
expenseofcolleagueswhoacceptedtosettleinUjamaavillages.Tanzania
wasalsosurroundedbycapitalistneighboursi.e.KenyaandUgandatherefore
capitalistinfluencefrustratedsocialistexperimentinTanzania.

 Africansocialism retardedtheeconomicprogressofTanzania.Thepolicy
failedtoeradicatepovertyastheeconomyshrunkatanaveragerateof5%
perannum between1970and1985.By1974,thegovernmenthadfailedto
controlthedecliningpricesofagricultureat30%,whichgreatlydemoralized
communalfarmers.Throughoutthecountry,therewasacuteshortageof
sparepartsforagriculturalandindustrialequipmentwellasthetransport-
infrastructurehadalsostartedtodecay.Withinadecadeafter1967,more
thanhalfofthe330stateownedenterpriseswereinscandalouslyinefficient.
By1980,Tanzaniawasmassivelyindebts.

 Industrialization remained on smallscale with poormanagement.The
industriesestablishedweremainlyagro-basedandmanyproduceditemsfor
domesticconsumptioninujamaavillage.Thegovernmentpaidlessattention
toindustrialproductionforexternalmarkets.By1976,therewasshortageof
sparepartsforindustrywhichcontinuedtohamperindustrialproduction.The
governmentallocatedasmallpercentageoffundstodeveloptheindustrial
sectorsincehermajoreffortwasputonagriculture.Tanzaniatherefore,
remainedbackward,largelydependingonimportedindustrialproduction.

Social
 TheujamaaschemefailedtoensurefoodsufficiencyinTanzania.Withthe

creationofujamaavillagesasproductionunits,theoveralloutputoffood
cropsroseonlyby2.1%between1970and1982.However,thisratewasvery
lowcomparedtothehighpopulationgrowthrateof3.5%perannum.Assuch,
theTanzanianpopulationsufferedfrom foodshortagewithinthelongrun
whichresultedintofamine.Faminecatastrophecouldmostlybearesultof
establishingujamaasettlementsinmostlyclimaticallyharshareasyetthe
governmentreliedonthem asthemajorfoodproductionunitsofthecountry.

 The policy promoted laziness among Tanzanians.This was because
communalfarming,communalownershipoflandandthevillagisationpolicy
reducedonthepeople'sinitiativetowork.Assuch,thegovernmentwas
strained to caterforthe idle population through provision ofthe basic
necessities.Inacandidspeechin1977entitled'TheArushaDeclarationTen
YearsAfter,Nyererecomplainedbitterlyoftheinefficiency,indifferenceand
lazinessofmanagersandworkersinstate-runenterprises.Hestated,'Itis
essentialthatweshouldtightenupourindustrialdiscipline.Slacknessat
work,andfailuretogiveahardday'seffortinreturnforwagespaid,isaform
ofexploitation...'

 Owing to its inbuiltcontradictions,the Arusha Declaration ignored the
people's willsince the masses were notconsulted in the drafting and
implementationofthesocialistpolicy.Inthesameway,settiersintheujamaa
villageswereneverinvolvedindecisionmaking.Thepolicywasthusdictated
andimposedontheTanzaniansfrom authoritiesabove.Itwasunwiseforthe
governmentandpartyofficialstoregardpeasantsascompletelyignorantand
backwardinthewakeofintroducingandsustainingtheujamaaideology.In
themoreproductiveareasliketheChaggaregiononthefoothillsofMt
Kilimanjaro,thepolicywasveryunpopular.Famersinthemoreproductive
areasfelttheywouldearnmoreontheirownthantheUjamaavillages.

 The Arusha Declaration exposed the government's ineffectiveness in
providingadequatesocialservicestotheTanzanianslivinginUjamaavillages.



Manyoftheujamaavillageswereovercrowdedandhencefertilegroundsfor
diseases,overgrazing,soilerosionandotherrelatedproblems.Therewere
poorservices.MostruralareasinTanzaniawerenoteasilyaccessible.The
roadswerepoor,marketsandpublicwelfarefacilitieswerenotavailablein
Ujamaavillages.Basiccommoditieslikeparaffin,salt,soapandsugarwere
oftenshortinsupply.Thussocialism ledtohumansuffering.

 Thepolicyofvillagisationwasnew and poorlyimplemented.Initiallythe
peasantswerereluctanttoleavetheirancestrallandforculturalreasons.
Manydetestedtheidealofabandoningprivateplotsforcommunalsettlement.
Compulsory villagisation adopted between 1973 and 1976 was more
unpleasanttothepeasants.Apartfrom thestrainedproperty,somepeasants
weremadetoabandonmorefertileareasforpoorsettlement.Thisalso
causeddisastrouseffectsonagriculturaloutputforseveralyears.Amongthe
youths,ujamaavillageswerenotattractivethustheyflockedtotownsinlarge
numbers.Manyforeignobserversbelievedthatthevillagisationprogramme
waspushedtooquicklyandforcefully.

 ForcefulvillagisationadoptedbythegovernmentofNyerereprovedtobean
ecologicaldisaster.Forestswerereclaimedtoestablishtheujamaavillages.
TheUNagenciesestimatedthataboutathirdofTanzaniawasthreatenedby
desertificationduetothehighlevelsofdeforestation,asthegovernment
clearedforeststocreatemoreujamaasettlements.Manyofthesmallforests
inKigomaandSougezawerecutdowntoestablishujamaavillages.This
affectedtheenvironmentinTanzania.

 Socialism diluted the education system ofTanzania.Itmostlystressed
elementaryeducationattheexpenseofhighereducation;secondaryand
universityeducationwasalmostignored.Theelementarysyllabusputmuch
emphasis on agriculturaleducation with less concentration on other
vocations.Theintroductionofuniversaleducationcompromisedthequalityof
educationasthegovernmentfailedtoestablishmorefacilitiestodecongest
the overwhelming numbers in classrooms. Education materials were
inadequate;the welfare in ujamaa schools was appalling as poverty
envelopedtheMuwalimus(teachers).ManyTanzaniansdecidedtoretain
theirchildrenofschoolgoing-ageathometoprovidelabouroncommunal
farms.

 The Arusha Declaration led to loss ofsecurity overtheirland by the
Tanzanians.Many Tanzanians were forced to abandon their original
settlementsthathadfertilelandsasthegovernmentshiftedthem toujamaa
villages.Theresistanceagainstthegovernmentpolicyofvillagisationwasan
anticipationbythemassesoflossofland.Landintheujamaavillageswas
communallyownedascontrarytoprivateownership.Besides,landinujamaa
villageslikeMwengewasveryunproductiveandcongested.Manyofthe
landlessyouthsdetested'communism andleftthecommunalvillagesfor
towns.

Political
 Theadoptionofasinglepartypoliticalsystem throughChamaChaMapinduzi

destroyedthepillarsofdemocracyinTanzania.Nyerereexhibitedfeatureof
anautocraticleaderwhenheabolishedtheoperationofallpoliticalparties
apartfrom theCCM.TheadministrationofNyererearrestedanddetainedall
thosethateitheropposedtheujamaapolicyorcriticizedthegovernmentfor
implementingsocialism.By1985,theCCM governmentheldmorepolitical
prisonersthantheapartheidregimeinSouthAfrica.



Assignment:
1.Assess the impactofthe Arusha Declaration on the political,socialand

economicdevelopmentofTanzania
2.DescribethefeaturesofNyerere'ssocialism
3.Examinethechallengestosocialism inTanzania
4.AccountforthefailureoftheUjamaaschemeinTanzaniaby1985

THE1964ZANZIBARREVOLUTION
TheZanzibarrevolutionwasoneofthemostdramaticeventsinthehistoryofAfrica.
TheeventwasbornoutoftheincreasedupheavalsontheislandsofZanzibarand
Pemba,adjacenttothecoastalboundaryofmainlandTanganyika.Thetwoislands
sharemanythingsincommonastheirhistoryandpoliticalsetupareintertwined.
BothwereoncecolonisedbythePersian-Arabs,thePortuguese,theOman-Arabs
andlatertheBritish.

TheBritishwhowerethelastcolonialmastersoftheislandsgrantedindependence
toZanzibaronDecember10,1963,twodaysbeforethedecolonizationofKenya.At
the1962constitutionalcongressinLondon,anagreementwasreachedthatthe
Sultanwouldassumetheroleofaconstitutionalmonarchthough,withpowersto
appointanddismissministers.The1962constitutionalconferenceinLondonwas
heldinthemonthofMarch.Duringtheconference,themainpartiesi.e.theAfro-
ShiraziParty(ASP)andtheZanzibarNationalParty(ZNP)askedforindependence
forSeptemberandOctoberrespectively.ThedifferencewasthattheZNPanted
independence with the governmentalreadyin power,the (ZNP-ZPPP coalition
3overnment).Duringthesameconference,membersofoppositionledbyShei-ch
AbeiaarumeoftheAfro-ShiraziParty(ASP)acceptedthatconstitutionalarticlesto
protectthe"inoritiesofthecountrywouldbedealtwithtowardsindependence.

Theriseofaninexperienced33yearsoldSultan,SeyyidJamshidBinAbdullah,who
succeededhisfatherSultanSeyyidAbdullahBinKhalifamadeitimpossibleforthe
governmenttofulfillthepromisesmadeatthe1962LondonConference.Khalifahad
beensicklyandweakduringtheinstitutionalconferenceinLondonandlaterdiedon
July1,1963.

TheZNP-ZPPPgovernmentcametopowerafterthegeneralelectionof1961.The
constitutionwasdrawnbySirHillaryBlood;itprovidedformajorityseatsinthe
LegislativeAssemblybyelection,andaministerialsystem fortheExecutiveCouncil.
Outofthetwenty-two(22)electiveseatsthatwerecompetedforinthe1961election,
theZanzibarNationalParty(ZNP)attainednine(9)seats;theZanzibarandPemba
PeoplesParty(ZPPP)wonthree(3)seatswhiletheAfroShiraziParty(ASP)wonten
(10)seats.The(ZPPP)latersplitwithtwoseatsgoingtothe(ZNP)Bidoneseatto
the(ASP),leadingtoaneleven-to-eleven(11:11)seatsacquisitionforthe(ASP)and
the(ZNP).AseatforPembawascreatedbuttheArabsofthe(ZNP)allegedlyrigged
theelectiontowinthePembaseat,

TheincreasedpoliticalconflictsinZanzibarledtothebreakawayofSheikhAbdul
RahmanMohammed(Babu)from theZNPpartyandformedhisownUMMAparty.
BabuhadpoliticaldisagreementsandconflictingideologieswithSheikhAliMuhsin
Barwani,theleaderoftheZNP.Babuwasastrongsupporterofcommunism while
Muhsinwasanti-communism.Inthesamecase,AbedKarumeoftheASPblamed
Sultan Jamshid foractively participating in politics by supporting the Arab
dominatedtheZNP.



ThecooperationbetweenSultanJamshidandtheArabsoftheZNP awakened
nationalism oftheAfro-Shirazipeople.UndertheirASP,theAfro-Shirazicondemned
theZNP-ZPPPgovernmentthathadassumedpowerthroughasecondcoalitionthat
madethem receivetheindependenceofZanzibarfrom theBritish.Thecoalitionof
theZNP-ZPPPwasestablishedfollowingthe1963independenceelectionsofJuly8-
15,1963thatsawtheASPattainedeleven(11)seatsfrom Zanzibarandtwo(2)from
Pemba:theZNPwoneleven(11)seatsinZanzibarwhiletheZPPPattainedsix(6)
seatsfrom Pemba.TheZNPandtheZPPPcombinedtoassumeatotalofeighteen.
(18)Seatsoutof31thatwerecontestedinthelegislativeassembly,thusincreasing
thegrievancesofAfro-Shirazi.

Therefore,theZanzibarrevolutionwasanuprisingoftheAfro-shirazi.Itledtothe
overthrowoftheArabdominatedgovernmentofSultanSeyyidJamshidBinAbdullah.
TheuprisingoccurredbetweenJanuary11and12,1964andwasspearheadedbya
shrewdUgandanofLangiorigin,field-marshalJohnOkello.Okellohadgonetothe
islandsasacasuallabourerin1952attheageof21.Shortly,hejoinedthepolice
forcesinPembaandwasoneofthevictimsoftheretrenchmentpolicyoftheZNP
governmentunderSheikhMohammedShamteandSheikhAliVuhsinBarwani.John
Okello organised a group ofpatriotic islanders who were predominantly ex-
policemen armed with stones,sticks,arrows and bows,and led a bloodless
revolutionagainsttheArabdominatedgovernmentofZanzibar.Therevolutionaries
attackedandcapturedZiwaniarmoury,whichgavethem possessionoffirearms.
TheylaterattackedandcapturedMtonipolicepost,andreleasedalltheprisonersin
thecells.Withtheacquisitionofarms,thebloodlessrevolutionescalated into
violencecomprisingmassacringofArabs,andlootinganddestructionofalltheir
propertyandbusinesses.

Thecausesoftherevolutionthereforearetobefoundinhistorical,politicaland
socio-economicfactors,whichincludedthefollowing:

ReferenceQuestions:
1.AccountfortheoutbreakoftheZanzibaruprisingin1964
2."Racism wasprimarilyresponsiblefortheZanzibaruprising."Discuss
3.TowhatextentwasSultanJamshidSeyyidresponsibleforthe1964Zanzibar
revolution?
4.Discussthecausesofthe1964Zanzibarrevolution
5, How farwasBritishcoloniallegacyresponsibleforthe1964 uprising in
Zanzibar?

 Theconflicting historyontheislandsofZanzibarand Pembamadethe
revolutioninevitable.ZanzibarandPembawereinhabitedbypeopleofdiverse
originsandcultures.ThemajoritywereAfricans(Afro-Shirazi)totalingtotwo
hundredandfiftythousands(250,000).Theysettledontheislandspartlydue
toslavetradecarriedoutbytheArabs.Ontheotherpart,theArabswereover
fiftythousands(50,000)andwereconsideredforeigners.Theyhadassumed
thestatusofmaster-hoodandimposedtheirdominationonAfricans.The
islandshadtheShirazipeoplewhoclaimedtobetheoriginalinhabitantsof
theislands.TheyweredescendantsofintermarriagesbetweenthePersian-
ArabsandAfricansattheEastAfricanCoast.Itweretherefore,theconflictsin
values,customsandtraditionswhichexistedbetweentheAfricans(Afro-
Shirazi)andArabsthatcausedtheZanzibaruprising.

 Consequently,thehistoricalinferiorityofAfricanslabeledonthem bythe
Arabshauntedthem andhencetheydesiredforafundamentalchange.The



Africanswerestillaggrievedbytheslaveryandslavetradepracticesagainst
them byArabs.Worseyet,theArabsandAsianscontinuedtodisguisethe
Africans and S'niraz;as descendants ofslavery.The Afro-Siraziwere
mistreatedanddespisedbytheforeignersoftheMiddleEastwhoseprideand
arroganceinfluencedthem toturnthetablesagainstthegovernment.The
Afro-Arabrelationswereinjuredfrom theolddaysofslaverywhenAfrican
personality was subjected to humiliation by the Arab slave-lords.Until
independence,Africansstillcravedtorestoretheirtaunteddignity.

 ThelongperiodofpoliticaldominationunderminorityArabrulemadethe
Zanzibarirevolutioninevitable.ZanzibariandPembaislandswereunderArab
aristocracysincethedaysoftheestablishmentofOmanrulebySeyyidSaidi
inthe1840s.TheArabaristocracy(Arabdominance)wasmaintainedbythe
Britishcolonialistswiththeirpolicyofindirectrule.TheBritishusedthe
BusaidiArabsascolonialagentsinontheZanzibarandPembaislands.This
reinforced themaster-servantsituation between theArabsand theAfro-
Shirazi.Thiswasexperiencedinpoliticaladministration,intheparliamentand
thepoliceforces.Suchpoliticaldominationarousedanti-Arabsentimentsin
Zanzibar.TheArabpoliticaldominationinZanzibarconvincedAfricansthat
establishmentofanAfricanstatebyconstitutionalmeanswasbyallmeansa
dream,thustheyoverthrewtheZNP-ZPPPcoalitiongovernment.

 Racism wasanotherfactorbehindtheAfro-Shiraziuprisingontheislandsof
ZanzibarandPemba.TheArabsinZanzibarconsideredthemselvesasuperior
racecomparedtotheAfricanandtheShirazi,Thisfeelingwasstrengthened
bythehistoricalmasterdom oftheArabsoverthenon-Arabs.TheArabs
discouraged close integration with the African population although one
married across races.Politicalaffiliations related to racialidentification
causedthemajorpoliticalproblemsthataffectedhumanrelationsinZanzibar.
TheAfricanpopulationwasmadefeelinferioranddiscriminated;Africans
were denied education and access to high-ranking positions in
government/publicserviceandthepolice.Therevolutionwasthereforeaimed
atbreakingthesuperioritycomplexoftheArabs.

 TheArabrulewasoppressiveandarbitraryinconduct.Inabidtomaintain
stronggripoverthegovernment,theArabsappliedruthlessmeasuresand
usedharshlawstogoverntheIslands.Ontheeveoftherevolution,theruling
regimeledbytheZNP underMohammedShamteandAliMuhsindenied
politicalopponentstherightstotraveloutsidethecountry.Thosethatwere
targetedweremainlytheAfro-ShirazipartymembersespeciallyAbedKarume.
TheArabtreatmentofAfricanswasthereforenotconducivetothecreationof
friendshipbetweenthetwo races.Thishigh-hardenedconductmadethe
revolutioninevitable.

 The formation ofpoliticalparties exhibited the politicaldifferences in
Zanzibarleadingtotheeventsthatcausedtherevolution.Duetotheracial
andeconomicconflicts,theArabs,AfricansandShiraziestablishedpolitical
movementsliketheArabassociation,theShiraziassociationandtheAfrican
Association.InDecember1955,theZanzibarNationalistPartywasformed
with-embersfrom theArabAssociationandafew oftheShirazi.Theparty
wasfoundedbySheikhAliMuhsinBarwani.DuetothethreatoftheZNP(Arab)
dominanceinpolitics,theAfricanandShiraziAssociationsunitedinearly
1957toform theAfro-ShiraziUnion(ASU)ledbySheikh-oeidKarumeof
Zanzibar.InPembatheASU wasrepresentedbywasSheikhMohammed
ShamteHamadi.

 Duetopoliticaldifferencehowever,theASU splitwithSheikhMohammed
shamte Hamadiforming the Zanzibarand Pemba People Party(ZPPP)



togetherwithSheikhAliShariffinDecember1959.Inthesameyearand
month,SheikhAbedKarumeandSheikhDaudiMohamoudformedtheAfro-
ShiraziParty(ASP).Thenewparitiesledtoincreasedpoliticalhostilityonthe
islandsofZanzibarandPemba.Inthe1961generalelection,theASPwonten
seats,theZNPnineseatsandtheZPPPonlythreeseats.Thiswasfollowed
byasplitintheZPPPwithoneseatgoingtotheASPandtwoseatstothe
ZNP.TherivalrybetweentheZNPandthe–ASPbecamebitterwhentheZNP
allegedlyconspiredwithSultanSeyyidJamshidtotakethePembaseatand
assumeaclearmajorityinparliament.Thislaterpavedwayforpolitical
confusion and violence in Zanzibarshortly before independence,which
preparedgroundforarevolution.

 ThelandgrievancesinfluencedAfricanstoriseupagainsttheArabs.Landin
ZanzibarandPembawasunfairlydistributed.TheArabminorityalienatedland
inthemostproductiveareaswheretheyestablishedlargeplantationsof
clovesandcocoanut.Ontheotherhand,theAfricanswereconfinedinsemi-
Aridregionswithpoorsoilsandlowrainfall.ManyAfricansbecamesquatters
astheArabsscrambledformorelandtoestablishplantationsonwhich
Africanswereforcedtooffertheirlabour.Thelandgrievanceswerestrong
amongtheZanzibariswholosttheirancestralareastotheArabs.Theland
conflictwasworsenedbytheevictionofAfricansquattersinZanzibarbyArab
landlordsbecausetheyneversupportedtheZNP.

 ThepolicyoftheArabsettlersextractinglabourfrom theAfricanpopulation
inZanzibarledtotheZanzibariuprising.Formorethanacentury,theAfricans
labouredfortheArabsunderinhumanconditions,Thepoliticalfeelingsof
AfricansagainsttheArabswerepartlyinfluencedbytheirdesiretobringtoan
endforcedlabourunderwhichtheysufferedfrom thecolonizationofZanzibar
bytheOmanArabsunderSeyyidSaidbinSultan.AstheHadimu-Shirazilost
theirlandtotheadvancingArabs,theAfricanswereforcedtohoeandharvest
labouronplantationsestablished bytheArabs.Hence,theAfricansand
ShiraziunitedagainsttheArabminoritygovernment.

 EconomicgrievancescontributedtothespiritofrebellioninZanzibar,which
wasanIslandofinequality.Thesocio-economicpyramidofZanzibarhad
majorityAfricansatthebottom,theIndo-Pakistaniinthemiddleandthe
minorityArabsatthetop.TheAfricanswereeconomicallymarginalisedand
exploited;theysufferedatthehandsoftheArabsandAsianswhoenjoyeda
privileged position on the islands.The Asianscontrolled commerce and
finance,keypositions in the civilservice and a relative quantityofthe
country'swealthy.Vastwealthywashowever,ownedbytheArabswhoalso
controlledthebiggestshareofland.TheAfricanswerekeptatthebottom,the
majorityofwhom overburdenedbythesub-servietteroletheyplayedfortheir
ArabmastersandAsians.ItshouldbenotedthatwhiletheShiraziwere
mainlypeasantsandfishermen,themajorityoftheAfricanswereporters,
labourersanddomesticservants.TheinferioreconomicpositionoftheAfro-
ShirazicausedtheirrebellionagainsttheSultan'sgovernment.

 Thefallinthepriceofclovesontheworldmarketincreasedtheracialconflict
betweentheAfro-ShiraziandArabs.TheeconomicconditionsontheIsland
werenotgoodfrom theeveoftherevolutionduetothefallinthepriceof
clovesontheworldmarket.Withreducedrevenues,thegovernmentcutdown
expendituresonsocialservices,increasedtaxes,whilesomeschoolswere
closed.Manycivilservantsthatincludedteachersandpoliceofficerswere
laidoff(retrenched)andthosewhoremainedworking,theirpaymentswere
reduced.Thedrasticfallinthepriceofcloves,thechiefexportforZanzibar
worsened theunemploymentproblem among theAfro-Shiraziand hence



affectedtheirwelfare.
 ThedismissalofAfricansfrom thepolicewasanotherblundermadebythe

ZNP-ZPPF governmentledbyPrimeMinisterMohammedShamte.The
governmentdischargedthepoliceofficersforfearthattheyweresympathetic
totheopposition.ThegovernmentdismissalofAfricanpoliceofficerswas
alsoaimedatestablishingapoliticallyloyalpoliceforce.Theretrenched
Africanofficialsbecameunemployed,frustratedandtheirgrievancesagainst
theArabdominatedgovernmentincreased.Theybecamesympathetictothe
revolutionariesanoutofthiscontext,JohnOkellorecruitedmanyofthem in
therevolutionaryforce.TheretrenchmentofAfricanpoliceofficerscameat
thetimewhenafactionoftheZNPledbySheikhMuhammedAbdulRahman
(Babu)brokeawaytoform theUmmaParty.

 Politicalfrustration ofthe Africans was anotherfactorthatled to the
1964Zanzibarirevolution following the 1961 elections to the legislative
assembly,nopartyattainedmajorityseatsinparliament.Anotherelection
wasorganisedinJunethesameyear,wheretheASPandtheZNPwonten
(10)seatseachandtheZPPP onlythree(3)seats.TheArabdominated
parties(ZPPPandZNP)formedacoalitionandwereinvitedtoestablisha
government.TheArabcoalitionalsowonthe1963independenceelections
witheighteenseatsofapossiblethirty-one,twelvefortheZNPandsixforthe
ZPPP.Inthiscase,theArabsretainedpoliticalpowerandprivilegesatthe
expensesofAfricans.TheASP supportersgotscared oftheZNP-ZPPP
coalitiongovernmentthattookoverafterindependence.Thefailurebythe
ASPtoachievepoliticalpowerbyconstitutionalmeansmadetherevolution
inevitable.TheCanadianlegaladvisertotheASPThomasFranksupported
Afro-Shirazichoiceforviolenceongroundthattheconstitutionalmeansisthe
bestoptiontoachievepoliticalfreedomsbutwherethereisnoopportunity,it
isjustifiabletooverthrowthelaw.

 MistrustandsuspicionofAfricansagainstthedemocraticmeasuresofthe
Arabminoritygovernmentforcedthem toeffectarevolution.TheAfricans
fearedprotectionfrom theZNP-ZPPP coalitiongovernment.Theyhadnot
supportedtheZNPforsolongandtherefore,suspectedharshtreatmentlike
arbitrary imprisonment and politicalassassinations by the ZNP-ZPPP
coalition government.The Arab governmentin the same way feared
retaliationfrom AfricansiftheyweretoacquirepoliticalpowerinZanzibar.On
theotherhand,theAfricanleaderswereafraidofthepossiblerestrictive
measurestowhichtheZNP-ZPPPcoalitiongovernmentwouldresorttoinits
efforttosuppresstheASPmembersandsupporters.Consequently,Sultan
Jamshidimmediatelybeganimportingmilitaryhardwaretothesuspicionof
Africans,and resorted to authoritarian measures ofsuppressing African
oppositionasameanstomaintainhim inpower.TheAfro-Shiraziwereonly
sureofsecurityonlyiftheythrewawaytheArabgovernmentandestablished
anAfro-ShiraziPartygovernment.

 TheBritishcoloniallegacyindirectlycontributedtotheZanzibarrevolution.
Duringthecolonialperiod,theBritishregardedtheArabsasthetraditional
rulersofEasternCoastalislands,remainedinsensitivetopopulardemands
forpoliticalreforms,andignoredtheneedforpositivechangesintheland
tenuresystem.ThisBritishgesturepreservedthepowersandwealthofArabs
attheexpensesofAfricans.Evenatthetimeofdecolonisation,theBritish
exhibitedracialinsensitivitywhentheyhandedovertheinstrumentsofpower
totheZNP-ZPPP coalition.JohnOkelioidentifiedthattheBritishgranted
independence to Tanganyika undertheirgreatpresidentMwalimu Julius
Nyerere but to the islands of Pemba and Unguja (Zanzibar),their



independencewasamereexchangefrom BritishruletoArabdominance.The
BritishwentaheadtoprotecttheArabminoritygovernment.

 Consequently,theprematurehandingoverofindependenceandpoorpolitical
planningbytheBritishandtheArabsledtotheZanzibariuprising.TheBritish
andArabswantedtotransform theadministrativesystem oftheislandsinto
constitutionalmonarchism.TheindependenceofDecember10,1963was
characterisedbytherecognitionofZanzibarasanArabstatewhichmajority
Africansopposed.TheASPmembershadresentedimmediateindependence
basing on claim thatthe Afro-Shiraziwere politically weak to receive
independence.The revolution therefore,aimed atacquisition ofgenuine
independence.The Africans made itclearthattheyneverwanted self-
governmentforZanzibarbutapurelyAfricanself-government.

 Religiousconflictsalso influenced a desire forchange on Zanzibarand
Pembaislands.TheZNP-ZPPPArabsblamedmembersoftheASPforbeing
agentsof.Christianity,andcalledthepartyaChristianorganisationwhose
majoraim wastoconscriptMuslimsintoChristianity.MembersoftheASPon
theirpartblamedtheArabsforimposingIslam onAfricansagainsttheirwish.
ThisisonereasonwhyJohnOkelloorganisedanAfricanforceagainstthe
Arabminoritygovernment.

 ThearabisationpolicyoftheArabsontheislandsofZanzibarandPemba
caused African grievancesto stage up a revolution.The policyinvolved
makingallsectorslikethecivilserviceandthepoliceforceArab-oriented,
whereallpostsofinfluence,ranksandpromotionswerereservedforArabs.
ThepolicyofArabisationledtothediscriminationofAfricansinemployment
andpolitics.Theeffectivenessofthepolicywasfurtherwitnessedwhenthe
Arabs imposed Arabic on the islanders,which caused much discontent
amongsttheAfro-snirazi,wholookedatthepolicyascompleteeliminationof
Africanculturalandcustomaryvalues.

 Thepoortaxationsystem,whichheavilysqueezedorcreamedoffthemeager
resourcesoftheislandersincreasedAfricangrievances.TheArabsandthe
Asianswhoenjoyedaneconomicupperhandwerelesstaxedandotherswere
exemptedfrom payingtaxdues,incommerce,theAfricanswereunableto
compete with foreign importers because they enjoyed tax breaks and
subsidiesfrom government.Thedeprivalofeconomicpowerthroughdubious
taxationmadeAfricanstodesireforimmediatechange.

 TheAfro-Shiraziorganisedaresolutiontoaccesssocialservices.TheArabs
andtheBritishtotallyneglectedAfricansandintentionallydeprivedthem of
thenecessarysocialservices,whichincludededucation,sanitaryandhousing
facilities.Theislandersweredeniededucationbecauseitwouldmakethem
consciousoftheirsocio-economicandpoliticalneeds.Educationwasmade
tooexpensiveforAfricanstoafford.Duetopoorsanitaryandhealth,an
estimated thirteen thousand Africans had died by1964.This made the
Zanzibarrevolutioninevitable.

 ExternalforcesinspiredthenationalistsinZanzibartorebel.By1964,many
African states had acquired self-rule and independence.The Africans in
Zanzibarconsideredthe1963independenceasasham (Uhuruwawaarabu)
becausetheybelievedtheyhadnotyetregainedtheirfreedom.Itisalsotrue
tosaythattheZanzibarisboostedbysympathyandsupportfrom theAfricans
in Tanganyika and theirleaderJulius Kambarage Nyerere.On achieving
independence,Tanganyikaexperiencedrapidpoliticaltransformationsand
constitutionalchangesthatfavouredtheinterestsofmasses.Suchreform
werelackinginZanzibarandPemba.NyerereideallysupportedtheZanzibaris
torevoltashelookedforwardtoestablishingaunionbetweenmainland



TanganyikaandtheislandsofZanzibarandPembaintoasupranation.
 TheZanzibariuprisingwasinfluencedbyforcesofsocialism.Becauseof

Britishinfluence,theArabspracticedcapitalism basedonindividualmotives,
wheretheyandtheAsiansdominatedresourceslikelandandalltheeconomic
activities,yettheyweretheminority.ThepeopleofZanzibarandPemba
hencepreferredtoreversethetrendbyeradicatingracialinequalities,promote
prosperityforallandensureaprogressivetaxationsystem.Suchideaswere
influencedbysocialism andwereencouragedbyleaderslikeMohammed
BabuoftheUMMAparty.

 TheleadershipofJohnOkello,anex-policeofficerinPembacontributedto
the1964revolution.JohnokellowasaUgandanimmigrantwhosettledin
Pembainmid-1950.HewasattractedbytheASPandlaterbecameaminor
ASP-officialinasmallvillageofVitongozi.Hissufferingatthehandsofthe
Arabscontributedto thehatredagainstthem.In1963,Okello movedto
ZanzibarwhereherecruitedagroupofmilitantASP supportersandex-
policemenintohisrevolutionaryforce.Armedwithstones,pangas,spears,
sticks,arrowsandbows,therevolutionariesmovedwithdeterminationto
causeafundamentalchange.HecapitalizedonthegrievancesontheIslands
andtheconflictsamongpoliticalpartiestolaunchasuccessfulrevolution.

Factorsthatfavouredthesuccessofrevolution
Referencequestions:
1.AccountforthesuccessoftheZanzibarresolutionof1964
2.Examinethefactorsthatledtothesuccessofnationalistsinthe1964Zanzibar
revolution
3.AssessthecontributionofJohnOkellotothesuccessoftheZanzibaruprising

 TheisolationoftheArabgovernmentbasedinZanzibartowncontributedto
thesuccessoftherevolution.Inthemomentofthecrisis,theZanzibar
governmentdidnoteasilyrallyitssupportersforself-defense.TheBritish
advisorswhowereitsalliesinZanzibarweretoofew anddidnotofferany
immediate assistance.From the earlyplans ofthe revolution,the Arab
governmentinZanzibarwasnotawareofJohnOkello'sarrangementsin
Pemba.Evenwhentherevolutionaries,crossedtoZanzibarin1963;they
assembledataprearrangedplaceintheAfricanquarterunnoticedbythe
authority.TheZNP-ZPPPgovernmentwasthereforetakenbysurprise.The
government considered the ASP leadership as the strongest political
opponent.ThustheArabgovernmentfailedto uncoverthestrategiesof
Okello'srevolution,whichhesecretlyorganized.Whentherevolutionaries
movedoutforaction,thegovernmentwasunaware.

 Okello's revolutionary leadership,physicalcourage and mentalability
contributedtothesuccessoftheZanzibar'snationalists.Okellowasableto
plan,organiseandleadtherevolutionaryforcesbecausehekepttheASP
leadershipignorant.OkellosucceededinmobilizinganumberofZanzibari
nationalists,mostlytheretrenchedpoliceofficers,andintiatedthem against
theArabaristocracy.Consequently,thepeopleofZanzibardidnotreject
Okelloandinsteadlookedathim astheirsaviour.Theygavehim thechance
toexploittheirracialsentimentsagainsttheArabs.JohnOkellodidwhatthe
Zanzibarisfailed to do;hebecameaforeignliberatorinaforeignland.
However,intermsofrace,OkellowasmoreofaZanzibarinationalthanthe
Sultanwas.HesymbolisedthepurityofAfricancauseunlikemanyother
Zanzibaris.TheAfricansandArabsontheIslandshaddivergentculturesand
religions.Inall,Okellowasanidealpersonalitytoleadastruggleforsocial
andpoliticalsovereigntyoftheislanders.



 Thechoiceofthedayoftherevolutionfavoureditssuccess.January11,1964
wasadayofcelebratingRamadhan(Eid-day):astheArabswerebusywith
festivecelebrations,therevolutionariesassembledinapre-arrangedplacein
the African quarters,before they affected a successfulrevolution.The
securityinZanzibarwasnotonalertwhiletherevolutionariestookadvantage
oftheefficientpre-arrangedmeansoftransport(ArabbusesandLorries)to
moveswiftlyandoverthrowtheSultanadministration.Thus,thetimingofthe
revolutionforthenightofJanuary11-12,aweekbeforetheanticipateddate
forAbeidKarume'srevolutionplotworkedinfavourofOkelloandhismen.

 ThecaptureofZiwaniarmouryandMtonipolicepostbyOkelloandhismen
gavethenationalistschancetorearm andsecuremodernweapons.Thusby
themorningofJanuary12,1964,therag-tagarmyofOkellopreviouslyarmed
withbowsandarrows,spears,pangasandstickswerethenbetterequipped,
moreorganisedandconfident.Thistiltedthebalanceofmilitarypowerin
favourofAfricans.Theattackofthegovernmentamouryandtheseizureof
weaponswasthus,themostcrucialfactorinthesuccessoftheconfrontation
andoverthrowoftheoldZanzibariSultanate.

 ThemassivesupportenjoyedbytherevolutionariesinZanzibarandPemba
favouredthe successoftherevolution.Theislanderswerebitter,readyto
smashandgrab.Mostofthem wereeconomicallydiscontented.Thisexplains
whyOkellowasabletomobilisethem intoarebellion.Whenhisrevolutionary
armyattackedtheMtonipolicestation,manyAfricanswereattractedtoswell
itsranks.WhennewsoftherevolutionreachedtheASP supporters,they
brokeintojubilations.Theywentonrampage,threw theirweightbehindthe
revolution,embarkedonlootingArabandAsianhomesandbusinesses,and
murderedsomeofthem,general,therevolutionsucceededpartlybecausethe
ArabminorityregimeundertheZNP-ZPPP coalitionwasunpopulartothe
majorityoftheislanders.

 TheAfricangrievancesandhatredagainstArabexploitationandoppression
had reached a boiling point.The Afro-Shiraziwere longing forabsolute
freedom andself-determinationfrom theArabs.Theirgrievancesincluded
ruthlessnessoftheArabgovernmentlandalienationandforeignmonopolyin
the civilservice.The grievances provided fertile grounds for African
determinationtoousttheArabdominatedgovernmentatallcost.Okelloinhis
wordsmentionedthathegavemuchthoughtofthepoliticalproblemsofthe
blackAfricansinZanzibarandbytheendof1962;hehaddecidedthat
revolutionwastheonlysolution.

 The islands ofZanzibarand Pemba were smallwhile the Afro-Shirazi
populationwasreasonableidentical.TheAfricanswereallknowntoeach
other and this facilitated communication and cooperation for the
effectivenessoftherevolution.Henceforth,Okelloeasilyidentifiedpotential
militantsamongthevillagersandtheex-policeofficerswholaterformedthe
coreofhisrevolutionaryarmy.

 Thenumerical(population)advantagemadethesuccessoftherevolution
inevitable.The Africans outnumbered the Arabs and Indo-Pakistaniin
summation,and this population advantage ofthe Afro-Shirazioverthe
foreignersandtheircommongrievancesmadetherevolutionasuccess.The
Africanstotaledbetweentwohundredandfiftythousandsandtwohundred
andseventythousands(250,000-270,000)comparedtothefiftythousand
(50,000)Arabsandtwentythousand(20,000)Indo-Pakistanis.

 Theuseofretrenchedpoliceofficersenabledthesuccessoftherevolution.
Duetotheir greathatredfortheArabsandhadthedesiretorevenge
againstthem.Theretrenchedpoliceofficershadmilitaryskillsandexperience,



wereawareofthesecuritymattersofZanzibarand aboveallknew the
weaknessesoftheArab regime.Theyhenceformed apillarofOkello's
evolutionaryforceandenabledOkellotoraidandcaptureZiwaniarmouryand
Mtonipolicepost.Tonoteisthatokellowasalsoanex-policeofficerfrom
Pemba.

 TheescapeofSultanSeyyidJamshidBinAbdullahtogetherwithhisPrime
MinisterSheikhMohammedShamteandMuhsinenabledthesuccessofthe
revolution.TheArableadersfledtoBritainthroughTanganyikainfearof
fallinginthehandsofradicalrevolutionaries.Theirflightdiscouragedand
demoralisedArabresistanceduetolackoftopleadership.Thispowerwasan
advantagetoOkello'smentoscoresuccessagainsttheArabs.

 TheweakintelligencenetworkoftheArabsrenderedtherevolutionasuccess.
TheArabadministrationcouldnotdetectOkello'smovementfrom Pembato
Zanzibar.Okello continued attending the Arab meetings and sometimes
prayers unnoticed. The Arab intelligence was not conscious of the
underground African activitiesand onlyconcentrated on popularpolitical
organizationsespeciallytheASPandtheUMMAparty,itwasthereforeaclear
atmospheretomobilizeandcarryoutrevolutionaryactivitiesunnoticed.

 ThesecretplanningbyJohnOkellomadetherevolutionasuccess.Okello
organizedtherevolutionindependently,withoutinvolvingtheleadershipof
popularpoliticalparties,ASPand-nrnaParty.HetooktheASPleadershipby
surprise;hesecretlyorganisedtherevolutionaway3m theirsight.Okellowas
awareoftheASPactivitiesandbitternessthatcreatedgovernmentspicions.
Hetherefore,neverinvolvedtheASPinhisrevolutionaryplans,whichkeptthe
revolutionaryactivitiesawayfrom thegovernmentscene.

 TheZanzibaruprisingpartlysucceededduetosupportfrom themainland
Tanganyika.Nyerere'smoralsupportto theZanzibarirevolutionarieswas
influencedbyhissocialistideas.Hewasdrivenbythedesiretoestablisha
unionbetweenmainlandTanganyikaandtheislandsofPembaandZanzibar.
Zanzibarnationalistswerefurtherstrengthenedbyforeignsympathyfrom
Ugandaand Mozambique.Externalsupportmainlyhelped to sustain the
revolutionarygovernmentfrom thetimeOkelloinvolvedtheASPleadership.
TonoteisthattheASPhadalsoplottedtooverthrow thegovernmentof
SultanJamshidandMohammedShamteandhadsolicitedforsupportfrom
amongothersourcesmainlandTanganyika.Whenviolenceescalatedshortly
afterOkellowassidelinedfrom leadership,Karumereceivedaboutahundred
policemenfrom Tanganyikatohelprestorelawandorderontheisland.

 Consequently,the recognition ofthe ASP revolutionary governmentin
ZanzibarsustainedthesuccessoftheZanzibaris.Shortlyaftersanitywas
restoredinZanzibarandPemba,theASPleadershipembarkedonsocialist
policiesthatdrew theattentionofthecommunistworld.InMarch1964,the
newZanzibarigovernmentannouncednationalizationofmajorfactorsofland,
butespeciallylandanddeclaredZanzibarandPembaaonepartystate.In
response,theUSSR,ChinaandEastGermanyproclaimedrecognitionofthe
ASPgovernment,whichattractedtheWesternpowers,theUSAandBritainto
followsuit.

 TheincompetenceandinstabilityofthepostindependentArabgovernment
facilitatedthesuccessoftherevolution.TheZNP-ZPPPcoalitiongovernment
wasdominatedbyminorityArabsandneverinvolvedtheAfro-Shirazi.They
ignoredthepopularityoftheASPthathadwontheindependenceelectionsby
morethan54%.Theweakintelligencenetworkandtheineffectivepoliceforce
betrayedthegovernment.TheArabaristocracywastooconservativeand
narrow-mindedandthustooktheAfricanpotentialforgranted.TheArabs



were also over¬confidentand forcefully believed thata master-servant
situationinZanzibarcouldcontinueunchallenged.Theywereshockedwhen
theAfro-Shiraziorganizedarevolutionshortlyafterindependencefrom the
British.

THEROLEOFJOHNOKELLO
ReferenceQuestions:
1.AssesstheroleofJohnOkellointhesuccessofthe1964Zanzibariuprising
2,"JohnOkellowasprimarilyresponsibleforthesuccessofZanzibarrevolution."
Discuss

 Okelloformedandorganisedarevolutionaryforcethateffectedarevolution
tooverthrow theArabaristocraticrule.HewascertainthatanAfricanself-
governmentwasonlypossiblethrougharevolution.

 He gave shrewd and courageous leadership and determination to the
revolutionarycommandarmedwithrudimentaryequipmentsuchasspears,
sticks,arrowsandbows,whichmotivatedthem toeffectachange.

 OkelloledasuccessfulexpeditiononthegovernmentarmouryatZiwani.This
enabledtherevolutionariestoobtainandcontrolweaponsthatenabledthe
successfulcaptureoftheMtonipolicepost.

 JohnOkellocommandedrespectandpopularityfrom hisformerZanzibarand
PembaPainter'sUnion,someofwhom wererecruitedintotherevolutionary
force.

 Evenamongthemasses,Okelio'srevolutionwaspopular.Hecapitalisedon
thecommongrievancesontheislandsandthisattractedmajorityoftheAfro-
Shirazitowelcometherevolution.

 HewaspopularamongtheAfro-ShiraziPartymembers,andtheYouthLeague.
Thus,therevolutionreceivedpoliticalrecognitionfrom thepopularpolitical
organisations.The ASP members carried much hated againstthe Arab
minorityruleontheislandsofZanzibarandPemba.

 Okellomanagedtoorganisetherevolutionawayfrom theASPleadership,
which partly took the Arab Governmentby surprise.He organised the
revolutionwithoutcausingalarm andsuspicionfrom theArabgovernment
thatconcentratedonthebitteractivitiesoftheASPleaders.

 He effectively used the ex-servicemen of World War IIlike General
MohammedwhostillharboureddissatisfactionagainsttheArabsandthe
British.

 Okellowasanex-policeofficerfrom Pemba,whorecruitedandmadegreat
useofhisfellowretrenchedpoliceofficersthathadstronghatredagainstthe
racistArab Government.The ex-police officers formed the backbone of
Okello'srevolutionaryforce.

 Hisphysicalprowessandambitioncarriedhim toliberatetheoppressed
islandersofZanzibarandPemba.Hewasdeterminedtorestorethedignityof
Africans,theireconomicstatusandachieveanAfricanself-government.The
governmentsintheregiondetainedhim forfearofhisrevolutionaryprowess.
Elsewhere,therestofthepoliticalpartiesincludingtheZNPandtheZPPP
werebanned.

 TheArabsandAsianslosttheirlivesandalotofpropertyduringthechaos
thatfollowedtheoverthrowoftheZNP-ZPPPcoalitiongovernment.Inthecity
ofZanzibar,manyASPsupporterswentonrampage,murdering,lootingand
destroyingArabandAsianbusinessesandshops.

 ManyArabsandAsianswerekilledduringthechaos:theydiedinthousands.
TheASPsupportersmainlycarriedoutthebrutalactsofrevengeagainstthe



ArabminorityandtheIndo-Pakistanis.SomeoftheprominentZNP-ZPPP
politicianswerearrested and detained.TheactsofviolencebyAfricans
scaredtheArabsandaconsiderablenumberofthem fledtoexilewhileothers
becamefugitives.Consequently,duetofearfortheirlives,manyoftheAsians
andArabslefttheislandsofZanzibarandPembaandsoughtrefugeinthe
neighbouring countriesespeciallyKenya while otherswentbackto their
cradleland.

 Socially,KiswahilireplacedArabicasthenationalandofficiallanguage,while
religiousliberalism wasenhanced.TheASPgovernmentallowedIslam and
Christianitytocoexist.However,Islam remainedthemainreligionpracticed.
TonoteisthatJohnOkellowaspartlysidelinedfrom theZanzibarileadership
becauseofChristianbackground.

 Consequently,racialdiscriminationescalated.TheactsofrevengebytheAfro
-ShiraziagainsttheArabsandIndo-Pakistaniweredrivenbyracism.However,
thenewASPgovernmenttriedtominimiseracialprejudicebyestablishinga
multi-socialsystem inthesocio-economicsetupthatembracedallraceson
theZanzibarandPembaislands.TheArabswerefairlyrepresented.

 Thenew Afro-ShirazigovernmenttookarapidsteptoAfricanisethecivil
serviceandthearmedforces.TheAfricanisationpolicyaimedatcounter-
playingthearabisationpolicybytheoldArabmonarchicalregime.Ithelpedto
reduceonthelevelsofunemploymentamongtheAfro-Shirazi.

 Therevolutionreceivedinternationalrecognitionfrom thesocialistcountries
oftheSovietUnion and Chinaand latertheUSA and Britain reluctantly
acknowledgedtherevolutionarygovernmentofAbeidKarumeandtheASP.

 The revolution paved way forthe union (federation)between mainland
TanganyikaandtheislandsofZanzibarandPemba.Thus,theUnitedRepublic
ofTanzaniawasbornonApril24,1964.Thiswasanattempttofulfillthe
attemptsofJuliusNyereretoform closerpoliticalunionamongAfricanstates
inthespiritofPanAfrianism,NyererebecamethepresidentoftheFederation
withSheikhAbeidKarumeasfirstvicepresidentandRashidikawawasecond
vicepresident.Intheaftermathoftheunion,Tanzaniacameundersocialist
influencepromotedbyJuliusNyerere.Radicalmeasureswereadoptedto
reduceclassdifferences,whichexistedinZanzibarandmainlandTanganyika.

 Freecompulsoryprimaryeducationwasinstitutedtoreducethelevelsof
illiteracy in Zanzibarand Pemba.Illiteracy had been one ofthe social
menacesthataffectedthezanzibaristotheextentofstagingarevolution.
Tanganyikabecameaspringboardfortheprovisionofmoderneducationto
theZanzibaris.

 TherewasaninfluxofislanderstomainlandTanganyikaeitherduetotheland
pressureonthestands,orinsearchforjobopportunities.Itcouldalsohave,
beenadeliberategovernmentpolicytointegratemainlandersandislanders
asameansofnationbuildingthroughnationalunity.

 TheZanzibarrevolutionconsolidated Africanmilitarism inthepoliticsof
Zanzibar,itstrengthenedthepositionofAfricansinpolitics,whokepttothe
barrelofgunsasameanstosafeguardtheirrightsandfreedoms.

RWANDAREVOLUTIONOF1959
RwandawasfirstaGermancolonybutwashandedovertotheBelgiansafter
GermandefeatinWorldWarI.Rwandathereforebecameamandatedterritoryfor
theLeagueofNationsbutunderthesupervisionofBelgium.

Belgium thereforeextendedherruleinRwandaup-to1962andpropagatedthe
oppressionofthemajorityHutuwhoformed85%ofthepopulationbytheminority



Tutsiwhoformed14%ofthepopulation.In1959,theoppressedHuturaiseupina
rebellionagainsttheminorityTutsioppressersandtheirBelgium counterparts.

CAUSESOFRWANDAREVOLUTIONOF1959
 LongTutsidominationofRwanda’spolitics.Foralongtimeevenbeforecolonial

ruleRwandawasdominatedbyaTutsiaristocracyheadedbyaKingwiththetitle
of“Mwami”andunderhim waschiefsandsubchiefswhowereallTutsi.Allthe
administrativejobsandprivilegesbelongedtotheTutsiandthe1959revulotions
was intended to remove Tutsidomination in politics and ensure equal
participationofallethnicgroupsinRwanda.

 GrievancesoverlandallocationinRwandawasunfairtotheHutuduringcolonial
timeevenbefore,landwasresponsibilityoftheTutsitheygrabbedgoodland
from theHutuandmadetheHututopaytaxesforthelandandinsomecasesthe
TutsiwhowerepastoralistsgrazedtheiranimalsonHutufieldsandcrops.Such
sufferingoftheHutusparkedofftheRwandarevolution1959.

 Belgium coloniallegacy.DuringcolonialruleofBelgian’sthepolicyofconquer,
divideandrulewasusedinwhichtheminorityTutsiwereelevatedattheexpense
ofthemajorityHutu.TheTutsiwereusedbytheBelgium colonialcounterparts/
partnersaschiefsatalllevels.Theyimplimentedtheunfaircolonialpolicieslike
taxcollectionandlabourmobilization,occupied83%ofallpostsinjudiciary,civil
servicesofotherdepartments.Asaresult,theTutubecamediscontetendthus
the1959revolutionRwandawasintendedtoestablishanew governmentin
whichtheHutuwouldalsobenefit.

 TheuseofforcedlabouragainsttheHutubytheTutsialsocausedthe1959
RwandaRevolution.Duringcolonialruleandevenbefore,theTutsiusedtoforce
theHututosupplyfreelabouronbothprivateandgovernmentprojectslikeroad
constructionandanotherpublicworks.Thesupervisionoflabourwasruthless
andinsomecasesHutupregnantwomenwouldevenhavemiscarriageswhile
carryingoutforcedlabour.ThiscausedalotofdiscontentamongtheHutu
makingthem tocarryoutarevolution1959.

 TheimpositionofhightaxesbytheTutsiadministratorsandtheirBelgium
counterpartstowardstheHutu,alsocausedtheHututostageanuprisingin1959.
TheHutuhadtopayhightaxestotheTutsiandtheBelgium yetthemethodsof
collection were always ruthless and in some cases people’s property got
destroyedandconfiscatedfornon-paymentandthosewhototallyfailedtopay
hadtosupplylabourforalongtime.Itwassucheconomicexploitationofthe
Hututhatinstigatedthem tojoinarevolutionof1959.

 TheculturalarroganceoftheTutsialsocausedthe1959Rwandarevolution.
TheTutsitookthemselvestobemoresuperiortotheHutuandclaimedthatthey
weredescendantsofKingSolomonwiththeconnectionstoQueenShebaof
Ethiopia. Atthesametimetheyclaimed a connection to theChweziand
batembuziwhohadruledtheinterclaustrineregimebefore1500. TheTutsi
discouragedintermarriageswiththeHutuandrefusedtoeatthesamestaple
foodandclaimedthattheyhadaGodgivenrighttoruleRwandawiththeHutuas
theirservants.ThistypeofethnicarroganceoftheTutsimadethe1959Rwanda
revolutioninevitable.

 ThedeathofMwamiMutaraIIIinJuly1959alsocausedtheRwandarevolution
KingMataraIIIaTutsiwhodiedinJuly1959hadnoheir.TheBelgiansandthe



Hutuhadagreedthatthiswouldbeanopportunitytotransform Rwandafrom a
monarchytoarepublicbutduringtheburialoftheking,theTutsiforcedthe
BelgianpresidentgeneraltodeclareMutara’shalf-brotherKigeziasthenewking
to Rwanda. The Hutu who were tried ofthe Tutsidominated monarchy
demonstratedandtheywerekilled.ThisforcedtheHututotakeuparmsagainst
theTutsi.

 TheroleoftheCatholicChurchinRwanda.TheCatholicChurchplayedarolein
arisingHutunationalism inRwanda.In1959,agroupofcatholicpriestsledby
Archbishop who wroteapastoralletterdemanding forfairtreatmentto be
accordedtotheHutu.Besidestheycondemnedinequalitiesthatexistedbetween
theHutuandtheTutsi. ThustheinfluenceoftheCatholicChurchhelpedto
arouseHutuawarenessabouttheirrightswhowerethenencouragedtorebel
againsttheTutsiin1959.

 TheemergenceofHutuelites.By1959whentheRwandarevolutionbrokeout
theHutuhadbeenmobilizedbysomeeliteslikeGregorykaibandaandJuvenale
Habyarimana. They came to realized thatthe only way they could save
themselvesfrom theTutsidominationwasbycarryingoutarebellion.Theyalso
formedHutupoliticalorganizationsliketheMuhutusocietytoadvocateforHutu
rights.BesidesHutuelitespresentedmanifestototheUN visitingmissionto
Rwandainwhichtheydemandedforfairtreatmentandoncesuchdemands
weren’tnotmetbytheTutsiandBelgians.TheymobilizedfellowHututorebel
againsttheTutsi1959.

 TheroleoftheNyabingiculturealsocontributedtotheoutbreakofthe1959
Rwandarevolution.TheNyabingiculturewhichwasspecificallystrongamong
theHutuinNorthernRwandaandwasareligio-politicalprotestmovementwhich
hadalwaysinstigatedtheHututorebelagainstforeigninfluenceandoppression.
The1959Rwandarevolutionwasthereforeinfluencedinitsoutbreakbythe
culturalandspiritualmovementoftheNyabingiculture.

 TheroleintheGitaramamassacresofthe1959RwandaRevolution. Inthis
particularincident,agroupTutsiethnicminoritiesassistedbytwocommandants
attackedHutuhomesteads,destroyingpropertyandkillingscoresoftheHutu
tribesmenatGitarama.TheHutuinselfdefenceandintheretaliationagainstthe
TutsiandtheirBelgiancounterparts.

 TherewasalsotheoutbreakoffamineinRwandainthe1940’s.Inthe1940’s
Rwandawashitbysixseasonsoffamine.Thiswasbroughtaboutbythefact
thattheHutuweretheonesbeingforcedtogrowcashcropslikecoffeemeaning
theyspenttheirvaluabletimeincashcropsgrowingattheexpenseofgrowing
foodcropsmoreovertheBelgiancolonialgovernmentandtheTutsiaristocracy
seemednotbotheredtosolvethefamineproblem inRwandathusmakingthe
1959revolutioninRwandainevitable.

 TheroleoftheUNO in1957.TheUN sentacommissiontoRwandaasa
mandatedterritoryunderBelgium.TheUNvisitingmissionwasthenpresented
withamanifestobyagroupofHutuelitesledbyGregoryKayibanda.They
demandedequalopportunityineducationpublicoffice,administrationandcalled
forimprovementin theirsocialeconomic conditions.The UN then made
recommendations which condemned colonialism and called upon colonial
masterslikeBelgium tocarryoutreformsandoncesuchreformswerenot
carriedouttheHutuuprisingbecameinevitable.



 SocialsegregationagainsttheHutubytheTutsialsoledtooutbreakofthe1959
Rwandarevolution.TheBelgiansgavethebesthospitals,housesandschools,to
theTutsiandonlyafewchildrenoftheHutuwenttoschoolandinsomecases
droppedoutbecauseoflackoffees.TheBelgiangovernmentneverbotheredto
educatetheHutubecausetheywereseenasmerelaborers.Thusthedesireby
theHututohaveequalityinsocialserviceslikeseducationandhealthsparkedoff
theHutuuprisingof1959.

EFFECTSOFTHERWANDAREVOLUTION
 TherevolutionmanagedtoendthelongTutsidominationatRwandapolitics.

Thustheoccurrenceofthe1959RwandarevoltbroughttoanendoftheTutsi
aristocracyunderMwamiKiganiIIthe Hutu also gotchance to control
Rwanda’spoliticsfirstunderpresidentGregoryKayebanda(1962–1973)and
whenlaterJuvenalHabyarimanawhoruledRwandaaspresident.

 Therevoltendedwithapopularfeudalsystem thatexistedinRwandaforso
long.Accordingly,landwasre-distributedwithHutualsogotchancetoown
landforthefirsttime.Thesocial,politicalandeconomicstructureswere
replacedbydemocraticinstitutions.

 TherevolutionpavedwayforRwanda’sindependencewhichwasgrantedon
1stJuly1962byBelgium.AftertherevolutiontheBelgiansstartedgranting
politicalconcessions (reforms)to the Hutu. Forinstance in 1960,the
BelgiansorganizedelectionswhichforcedouttheTutsimonarchychiefly
positions and posts in administration were also extended to the Hutu
subsequently Rwanda got their independence as a republic.Gregory
KayibandaasRwanda’sfirstpresident.

 TherevolutionalsoupliftedthesocialeconomicstatusoftheHutu,socially
theybecameemancipatedastheybecametheirownmastersotherthanthe
slaveoftheTutsi.DuringtheregimeofHabyarimana1973– 1994,the
governmentconcentrated on socialservices like education and health
expandedandwerepromoted.Effortsweremadetocombatfaminethrough
agriculturalreformswhichincreasedfoodproduction.

Negativeeffects
 The revolution increased the refuge crisis in neighbouring countries like

Uganda,Congo,BurundiandTanganyikatotheextentthatby1994,therewere
aboutthreemillionTutsirefugeesinthegreatlakesregion. A partfrom
becomingaburdentothehostcountries,theserefugeesbecameasourceof
politicalinstabilitywherevertheysettledliketheenterahamweofCongo.

 Therevolutionalso lead to massivelossoflivesdueto calculated and
deliberatemassivemassacreoftheTutsi.Theywerebutcheredandhunted
down from camps where they were living which introduced politics of
genocideinRwanda.

 Therevolutionledto theformationofguerillagroups/organisationsin
neighboringcountriesforinstancetheTutsiwhofledtoBurundiformeda
guerrillagroupknownasthecockroach,andalsoRPFwhichoccasionally
launchedattacksontheHutuledgovernmentbackhome.

 ItledtothepeppetuationofdictatorshipinRwandafrom theverystartof
Gregory kaiyibanda’s rule in 1962.Dictatorship revealed itselfin press



censorshipandwhenKayibandadeclaredhimselfastheonlycandidatetorun
forpresidentinanelection.Healsoarrestedanumberofjournalistswho
negotiatedthefaminesituationinRwandawhenJuvenalcametopowerin
1973,healsobannedalloppositionpoliticalpartiesandthiswasdictatorship
atitsworst.

 TherevolutionworsenedtribaltensionandhatredbetweentheTutsiandthe
Hutu. ThisevenmanifesteditselfinneighbouringcountrieslikeBurundi
wheresoldiersoverthrewtheHutu,killinganumberofthem intheprocess.In
1972inturnmadetheHutuinRwandatokilltheTutsi.

 TherevoltledtointroductionofpoliticsofgenocideinRwanda.TheHutu
whoassumedpoliticalpoweraftertherevoltembarkedonaprogrammeof
prosecutingtheTutsiandthiscontinuedforalongtimeallmovinginthe
Rwandagenocideof1994

 Therevel–promotedneo–colonialism inRwanda.TheBelgium whowere
theformercolonialmastersatRwandaandtheFrenchtooladvantageofthe
politicalcrisisinRwandaandtheycontinuedinfluencingthesocial,economic
andpoliticsofthecountryunderthepretextofpacifyingthecountry.

THE1990–1994GENOCIDEINRWANDA/REVOLUTION/INVASION
TheRwandaInvasionbeganin1990October,whentheRPAC(RwandesePeople’s
ArmyFront)launched an invasion from Uganda underthe leadership ofFred
Rigyemaalthoughhewaskilledlater. Apeaceagreementwasreachedbetween
HabyarimanaandRPAinAugust1992,butitwasshortlivedsinceHabyarimana
blockedthereturnofTutsiinthemilitaryactionandon6thApril1994,Habyarimana
and Cyprian Ntabyamira and president of Burundidied in a plane crush.
SubsequentlywidespreadviolentactionswereorganizedbytheHutuagainstthe
TutsiwhichusheredingenocideandthiswasfollowedbythevictoryoftheRPFin
July1994.

CAUSESOFTHERWANDAGENOCIDE
 FormationofthecockroachmovementintheRPF.Thiswasaguerillagroup

oftheTutsirefugeesinBurundiwhodetestedthenewHutuleadership.Itlaid
afoundationfortheformationoftheRPFwhichmadetheRwandainvasionof
1990–1994inevitable.

 Longterm traditionalhatredbetweentheTutsiandHutu.Thishatredwas
evidencedinNyabingiculture,thereligiousprotestmovementamongthe
Hutuwasasignthatthetwotribeswereopposedtoeachother.Thismade
theHututobeginhuntingdowntheTutsiinwhatwasreferredtoasthe
Rwandagenocide.

 Tutsiculturalarrogance,itshouldbenotedthattheTutsialwayscarried
themselvesassuperior,believingthemselvesashavingdivinepowerstorule
overtheHuturefusingtoeatthesamestaplefoodastheHutuandprohibiting
anyform ofintermarriagebetweenthetwotribes.ThismadetheHututo
defertotheTutsileadingtothegenocideof1990–94.

 ThedictatorshipofHutuleaders.Kayibandawhowasthefirstpresidentof
RwandapracticedtribalinjusticesagainsttheTutsiminorities.Laterin1973
whenHabyarimanacameto power,heconsoledthepress,arrestedand
detainedTutsiwhoweresuspectedtobeanti–Hutuleadershipthroughthe



Tutsihad also governed Rwanda in a similarway. They called for
constitutionalanddemocraticreformscausingtheRwandainvasionof1990
–94.

 The massive massacre ofthe TutsibyHabyarima. The wars ofHutu
leadershipwerecharacterizedbyrevengeagainsttheTutsi–Hutuleaders
calledfortheex-terminationoftheTutsiinthe1970,80sandnearly1990’sto
theTutsitheartofdeliberateexterminationoftheirraceforcedthem topick
uparmsagainsttheHutuin1990.

 Habyarimanarefusedtoallow theTutsitoreturnhome.Heclaimedthat
Rwandawasoverpopulatedtheandtherewasnoroom forTutsirefugees
from exile.ThiscausedresentmentamongtheTutsiexileesandcompelled
them topursueamilitaristicapproachagainsttheHutubetween1990–94.

 ThedeathofHabyarimanain1994waswhatsparkedoffthegenocide.When
HabyarimanaandBurundi’spresidentCyprianNtaryamiradiedinaplane
crush,Habyarimana,deaththereforeservedasaterribleblowtotheHutuwho
forfearoftheirown lives began killing ethnic Tutsi. However,italso
facilitatedthevictoryoftheR.P.FwhotookcontrolofKigali.

 TheweaknessesoftheO.A.U.Itfailed to end therivalriesthatexisted
betweenthetribalgroupsandtowipeouttherebelactivitiesbreezedinsome
ofthemembercountrieslikeRwanda,BurundiandZaire(DRC)(Panic)/a
blindeyetothemissionariesyetitwasformedtoensurethattherewereno
civilwars,itwasaweakbody).

 FailurebytheUNO todiffuseethnictensionbetweentheHutuandTutsi.
HardlydidtheUNOinterfereinthepoliticalcrisisinRwanda.Itthereforejust
watchedonastheHutuandTutsikilledeachother.

 PoliticalharassmentoftheTutsiinmostcountries.ManyTutsirefugeeswho
fledtoneighboringstatelikeUganda,DRCwereregardedasasecuritythreat.
PresidentOboteevencalledfortheirrepatriationinZaire,theywereregarded
aswealth plunders. Itforced them to seekto return home hence the
revolution.

 EconomicandsocialhardshipsufferedbytheTutsiinexile. Theywere
employedinlowesteem jobsastoiletcleaners,tillersoflandandherdsman.
Thusthedesiretheendthissufferingandrevivetheirpreciousstatusmade
the1940–94revolutioninevitable.

 TheriseofcharismaticTutsileaderseliteslikeRugyemaFred,PaulKagame
andBihyenyezietc.whohadacquiredmilitarytrainingandwhoappearheaded
theformationofR.P.FmadetheRwandarevolutionof1990–94inevitable.

CONSEQUENCES/EFFECTSOFTHEGENOCIDES
 TheTutsiregainedpoliticalpowersinRwanda. TheR.P.Fthentookover

power,firstunderpresidentPasteurBizimungulaterPaulKagame.

 PresidentJuvenelHabyarimana died in the plane crush attackKarambe
airportthisleftapowervacuum whichwasexploitedbytheR.P.Ftopeople
whowentthroughtheHuturegimefrom power.



 ItintensifiedtherefugeecrisisinneighoughingcountrieslikeUganda,Zaire
(DRC)whileotherssoughtprotectioninU.S.AandWesternEurope.

 Itintensifiedneo-colonialism inRwandatoreigngovernmentlikeBelgium,
FranceandUSAbeganinterferingdirectlyintheinternalaffairsofRwanda
undertheprefectofextendingreliefandhumanitarianandinordertopacify
Rwanda.

 ThecrisisexposedtheweaknessesoftheUNO anditsdoublestandards.
Thisworldpeacekeepingbodyportrayedalukewarm attitudeasfightingand
genocideuntoldinRwanda.

 ItalsoexposedtheweaknessoftheOAUasamemberstateofthebodytook
sidewiththeethnicdifferencesandactivitiesofrespectivetribes.

 AUN tribunalwasestablishedbasedinAustria,Tanzania,in1966several
personsresponsibleformastermindingthegenocideweretiredincourtsand
othersweresentencedtodeath.

 A truthandreconciliationcommissionwasestablishedinRwandatohelp
bringharmonybetweentheTutsiandtheHutusandtohelpthetwogroupsof
peopletoforgetthepastandmoveforward.

 Itcausedalotofpoliticalinstabilitiesinthegreatlakesregionforinstancethe
R.P.FsupportedAntiMovementforcesinD.R.C.

THE1969LIBYANCOUP
Libyaattainedherindependencein1951from Italy.Itwasgivenindependence
partlybecauseofinfluenceoftheUNObutalsopartlybecauseofPro-Western
kingcouldkeptthesovietUnionoutofLibyahadbeenfoundinthenamesofKing
Idris

TheLibyancoupof1969wasplannedandcarriedoutbythefreeUnionist
Organizations(FUOs)on1stSeptember1969anditwasledbya29yearold
majorMaummerGadaffi.Thecouptookplace10yearsaftertheyhadbegunto
planforitwhileGadaffiwasstillasecondaryschoolstudentinthedeserttown
ofSebhainwhichtheFreeUnionistOrganizations(FUOs)overthrewtheLibyan
MonarchyunderKingIdris1.

CAUSESOFTHECOUP
 KingIdriswaspro-westernandPro-USAwhenhebecameheadofstate,he

continuedtoallowtheAmericanstousewheelusairfieldontheoutskirtsof
TripoliwhichtheAfricanshaddevelopedduringtheworldwar11.Healso
approvedwhenitbecameatraininggroundforNATO andinparticularfor
Americanlongrangebombersstudentsprotesttheneruptedinoppositionto
theexploitationofwheelus.TheyhadbeenempoweredbytheNasserism &
PanArabism whichforcedthem toquestionIdrisclosetieswiththewest.

 TheLibyancoupof1969wasalsoaresultofKingIdrismisguidedeconomic
policies. Forinstancein1967hisgovernmentattemptedtomodernizeits
operationsbybringinginforeigntecnocratsintothecabinetandcivilservants,
attemptswerealsomadetoenlargeandequipthearmy. However,these
reformswereminorandtoolatetomeetthepeople’sexpectationshence
makingLibyancoup0f1969inevitable.



 By1961.KingIdris’governmenthaddevelopedsymptomsofcorruptionand
briberyespeciallyafterthe discoveryofoilin Libya in the 1950’s this
corruptionhadbeenpromptedbyanemergingmiddleclasswhichabusedits
highofficeplacementforbusinessfortunes,theyinvestedtheirill-gotten
wealthinpropertyandlargeestatesandnothingwasdonetoimproveonthe
industrialsectorofLibya.Consequentlysocialism begantodeveloponthe
IndustrialsectorofLibyanconsequentlycolonialism begantodevelopwhich
thentooktheform ofacoupbyGadhafi’sfreeunionistofficersin1969.

 Theinfluenceofsocialism amongLibyanstudentsandjuniorarmyofficers.
TheywantedLibyanresourceslikealltobesharedtothebenefitofLibyansas
awhole,thustheLibyancoupnotesunderGadhafiintendedtocreatea
socialistsocietybasedontheQuranandinlinewiththe1952socialistrevolt
inEgyptstartedbyNasser.

 TheexploitationofLibya’soilresourcesforeignerswasalsoanothercauseof
the 1969 Libyan case. Thiswasneo-colonialism atitsworstand was
resentedbythefreeunionistofficersledbyGadhafi.Afterthediscoveryofoil
inLibyainthe1950’stherewasaninfluxofAmericansandBritishwhocame
toLibyatotakeadvantageofthesenewdiscoveries,Kingidrisdidnothingto
stopthe exploitationofLibyanoilresourcesbyforeigncompanies.Socialist
agitatorsthereforeemergedinLibyawhowantedtheiroilresourcestobefar
thebenefitoftheLibyanpopulationasawhole. ThusfailurebytheIdris
administrationtopreventexploitationofLibyanoilresourcesbyforeignersled
totheLibyancoupof1969.

 Gadhafi’sambitionforpoweralsoencouragedhim tostageacoupinLibyain
1969. Hisambitionhadstartedduringhissecondaryschooldayswhile
studyinginthedeserttownofSebha. Heevenabandonedhisuniversity
studiesandjoinedamilitaryskillstoenablehim stageasuccessfulcoup.
Gadhafi’sreasonedthatthemilitarywarwasthebestwayto achievea
revolution,hethereforespent10yearsplanningonhowtooverthrowtheIdris
governmentinLibya.

 TheLibyanmonarchywasautomaticandruledbythedictatorshipofKing
IdrisIwhoruledbycliqueofdesputes.Thegovernmentbecamedominatedby
atribunalcliqueofnoblesandfamilyfriends.Thekingonlycontrolledthe
cabinetthrough the help ofthe prime ministerand within a yearafter
independencethegovernmentbanned theprogressiveNationalCongress
Partyfortheallegedcrimeofwinninganelectionthiswasdictatorshipatits
worst,asituationwhichGadhaficapitalizedandstagedacoupagainstthe
Idrisgovernmentin1969.

 TheinfluenceofNassaism andtheArabism amongyoungeducatedLibyans.
TheywantedLibyatotakeinitsrightfulplaceamongtheArabcountriesand
toacheivethisNassertrainedGadaffiasarevolutionist.ThismadeGadaffi
wanttobringasocialchangeinLibyalikethatbroughttoEgyptbythe
Egyptiancoupof1952.

 TheinfluenceofIslamicfundamentalism alsocrushedthe1969Libyancoup
through Libyan officers who staged the 1969 Libyan coup had been
influencedbythewaveofIslamicpurificationthatwassweepingacrossthe
Arabworldatthetime.ThusGadaffifarmorethanNasserofEgyptintended
tocreateafully-fledgedIslamicstatefoundedonthestrictprinciplesofthe



Quran,henceleadingtotheLibyancoupof1969.

 TheLibyancoupof1969waralsostagedwiththepurposeofbringingabout
modernizationandtransformationoftheLibyansocietybybatteringofthe
livesofLibyansasGadhafihimselfwrote;“Oursoulswereinresultagainst
thebackwardnessenveloping oursocietyitsland wherebestgiftsand
riches and were being lostthrough plunderand againstthe isolation
imposedonourpeopleinattempttoholditbackfrom thepathofArab
people…”

 TheinfluenceofearliercoupsinAfricaalsoinfluencedtheoutbreakofthe
1959Libyancoupi.e.the1963coupinTogo,1965coupinAlgeriaandCongs,
1966coupinNigeriaandGhana.Thecoupprovidedapowerfulinspirationto
theUnionistOfficerLibyaandcametorealizethattheonlywaytheycould
causeasocialchangeinLibyawasthroughacoup.

 Gadhafialsostayedacoupin1969withtheaim ofcorrectingNationalUnity
GadaffiwasborninSirteandJalloudcamefrom OasisareaofFezzan.They
werethereforedeterminedtobringallLibyanstogethertostriveforNational
Unity. ThiswouldenablefullutilizationofLibya’sresourcesbyallpeople
includingthoseindesertareas.

 ThephysicalweaknessofKingIdrisservedtoencourageacoupinLibyain
1969.Becauseofhisphysicalweaknesspowerhadshiftedtohisyounger
brotherAbdulAzizwhoalsodidnothingtocontaintheactivitiesofthefree
unionistofficers. TheFUOswereevenableto captureradio stationof
BenghaziandthemilitarycoupofGurnadewithverylittleresistancefrom the
Idrisarmy.

REASONSFORTHESUCCESSOFTHE1969LIBYANCOUP
 ThelongperiodofstrategicplanningwhichwasstartedbyGadhafi19years

beforethecouptookplace,aftersecondaryschool,Gadhafijoinedamilitary
academicpurposelytoequiphimselfwiththenecessaryskillstostatea
successfulcoup.AsignificantnumberofGadhafi’sclassmateatthemilitary
academy,theclassthatgraduatedin1963likeMajorJalloudwerekeyin
planningforthecoupleadingtoitssuccessin1969.

 TherewasalsotheroleofthefragilemilitarystrengthoftheLibyanarmy
officerswhohadjustemergedfrom defeatduringtheIsraelinvasionin1967.
Commonlyknownasthesixday’swar. SuchmilitaryweaknessofLibyan
forceswasablessingtothefreeunionistofficerswhothensucceededintheir
coupin1969.

 Thestrategicdayof1st and2nd November1969thatwascloserforthe
stagingoftheLibyancoupanditledtoitssuccess.Itwasadaywellknown
by the FUO’s when King Idris was outofthe country and reportedly
hospitalizedinTurkey.Besides2nd September1967waswhenLibyaJunior
ArmyofficersweretobepostedforcoursesinBritainthusthecoupplotters
andlittleresistanceleadingtotheirsuccess.

 Thehighdegreeofsecrecyexhibitedbythefreeunionistofficersalsohelped
forthesuccessintheircoup.Theyformedacellorganizationtomaintain
secrecyandbesides,theydeniedthemselvescertainentertainmentlikenight
clubandalcoholbutconductedthemselvesinsuchawaythattheydidnot



attractattentionofsuspensionandfrustratetheircoupplans.

 TheassistanceofferedbyNassertotheLibyancoupplottersalsoledtotheir
success.NasserofEgyptstartedinfluencingGadhafiandhisfollowersto
carryouttherevolutionandgavethem substantialsupport.

EFFECTSOFTHELIBYANCOUP
 Itledtotheintroductionofaguidingphilosophyofthe3rd universaltheory

(Islamicsocialism)whichreplacedwhatGadhaffireferredtoasdiscredited
doctrinesofcaptainandcommunication.Intheeffectofthetheoryadopted
formsofculturalpoliticalandeconomicnationalism inLibya.

 ThecoupusheredinanindustrialrevolutioninLibya.Thiswasachieved
throughafiveyearplanin1976.In1980whenemphasiswasputonindustrial
developmentinheavyandlightindustries.ThoughthepopulationofLibya
wasalowthousandofforeignmanagersandtechnoratswererecuitedfrom
thewestandIslamiccountriesandothersfrom neighbouringcountrieslike
TunisiaandEgyptallrefineries,chemical,aluminum,plastic,cementandfood
processingindustriesweresuccessfullyestablished.Mostofthem wererun
bystateagenciesalmostentirelyexcludingtheprivatesector.

 TherevolutionalsoledtoincreaseinoilproductioninLibya.InfactLibya
becamethe5thleadingoilproducerintheOPECoil.Productionhititspeakin
theearly1970’sin Libya’soilreservequadrapped. By1980 production
capacitywas2.5millionbarrelsperdayandby1973Libyahadbecomeevery
influenctialmemberoftheOPEC.Theoilsectoraloneaccountedforabout
50%ofLibyaG.D.P

 TheLibyancoupusheredinatransportrevolution.Roadsfrom differentparts
wereimprovedasaresultofthecoup.Thisimpactedpositivelyonother
infrastructurelikeschoolandhospitals.Thisimprovedontheinfrastructure
oflocalLibyanmakingLibyamodelofall3rdworldcountries.

 Libyaalsoregisteredsuccessinfoodsecurity.Thiswasduetothefactthata
lotofemphasiswasputontheagriculturalsector.By1980Libyawasalready
self-sufficientandwasnotimportingfoodstuffs.Thiswasagreatfactorfor
economicandpoliticalindependenceforexamplecerealproductionjumped
from 40,000metrictonesin1969to200,000metrictonesby1978.

 TheLibyancoupalsousheredinlandreform policyinLibya.Theform ofland
reclamation. This was through irrigation around the Jaffara Plains.
Afforestationwasalsoundertakentoprovidewindbreaksandreducesoil
erosion.Besideslivestockimprovementskillswerealsoundertaken.Dueto
suchdevelopmentsmallholdingandco-operativesbenefitedfrom allthe
developmentastheycarriedoutmarketingonprovidingfertilizers.

 TherewastransformationandimprovementinLibya’ssocialserviceslike
healthandeducationforexamplefreemedicinewasprovidedtoallLibyans.
EventuallyTBcasesdroppedbymorethan80%.In1971educationinLibya
wasmadefreeandcompulsoryandthisincreasedonthenumberofschool
goingchildren.

 The1969LibyancoupalsoresultedintowomenemancipationLibyamore
thanArabstoreelevatedwomentoleadershippositions. Actuallywomen



becamemorepreferredtomanagetheinnerpresidentialguardofGadhafiand
dominatedtheLibyancivilservices. ThiswasunheardofinotherArab
countries.

 TheLibyancoupalsoledtoreductionofilliteracyratesofthecountry.This
wasmadepossibleduetotheprovisionoffreeeducationfrom primaryto
university.Thiswasachievedduetocentralizedplanningandmanagementof
oilresources.Theproceedsfrom oilwerethenusedtoprovideeducation
requirementforthecitizenofthecountry.

 TheLibyancoupalso ledto usheringinaculturalrevival.From 1969a
processofculturalrevivalwasembarkedonwhichinvolveddestroyingall
formsofimportedideologyfrom thewestandeast.TheIslamicwaswidely
adapted.AlcoholwasseriouslyprohibitedtheRomanscriptwasbanned.

 The1969LibyancoupledtotheriseofnewideologyofJamahirya(afarm of
Islamicsocialism)Jamahiryacametomeanthestateofthemasseswhere
peopleweredirectlyananswerableto theaspectoftheircountry. The
governmentthen recognized law administration ofLibya was then re-
structured and waspyramidalin nature ofleadership where powerwas
concentratedinthehandsofthelocalpeopleandnotthecentralgovernment.
AlltheyearswereinvolvedinLibya’sconstitution.

 ThecoupalsopromoteddictatorshipduringthereignofGadhafi.Allpolitical
powerswererestedinhim byLibya’sconstitution.ThereforeGadhafibecame
LibyaandLibyabecameGadhafitotheextentthatLibyansbelievedthatthey
couldn’tsurvivebeyondGadhafi.

 Gadhafi’srulebecamecontroversialinsupportingrebelactivitiesincountries
likeChadwerehesupportedtheFRONLINATrebelsagainsttheTombalboye
andTheNRArebelsunderMuseveni.

NATIONALISM INPORTUGUESEAFRICA
PortugalwastheearliestcolonialmasterinAfricabutthelasttoleave.Portuguese
coloniesincludedMozambique,Angola,GuineaBissau,CapeVerde,SaoTomeand
Principe.ThePortugueseusedrepressivemethodstoadministerthesecolonies,
whichpartlydelayedtheirindependence.Africansusedpeacefulmeanstodemand
fortheirindependencebutfailed.Theythereforeresortedtoarmedresistances
againstPortuguesecolonies.

ThefactorsthatdelayedindependenceinthePortuguesecoloniesincluded;

ReferenceQuestion
1.AccountforthedelayedindependenceofGuineaBissau/Mozambique/Angola
2.ExaminethechallengesfacedbynationalistsinGuineaBissau/Mozambique

/Angolainthestruggleforindependence
3.DiscusstheproblemsaffectedbythePAIGC/FRELIMO/MPLAinthestruggle
againstPortugueseadministration

 ThePortuguesetreatedtheircoloniesasoverseasterritories,whichdelayed
theirindependence.In1951,thePortugueseleaderDonSalazarsmuggledthis
issueofAfricancolonies,toberegardedas'overseasterritories'intothe
Portugueseconstitution.Ittherefore,becameillegaltogranttheseprovinces
independencewithoutamendingtheconstitution.



 ThepresenceofastrongspynetworkinthePortuguesecoloniesdelayed
theirindependence.Portugalhadastrongefficientandcoercivesecretpolice
known as PIDE thatpenetrated the anti-Portuguese activities.The PIDE
arrestedanddetained,torturedandsometimesassassinatedAfricanleaders;
EdwardoMondlaneofMozambiquewaseliminatedin1968whileAmilcar
Cabraiof Bissau in 1973.Such activities of the PIDE affected the
independencestrugglesinPortuguesecolonies.

 The military superiority ofthe Portuguese contributed to the delayed
independenceofPortugueseAfrica.Portugalwasmilitarilypowerfulinher
organisation,trainingandequipmentcomparedtotheliberationmovements
inhercolonies.Itwastherefore,difficultforAfricanstohaveafastmilitary
victoryoverthePortuguesecolonialadministration.

 Portugalpossessed afew coloniesinAfrica,whichshewascapableof
controlling,unlikeothercolonialmasterslikeBritainandFrance.Atthesame
time due to possession ofa few colonies,Portugalwas notwilling to
surrenderanyofthem formajorlyeconomic motives,and this delayed
independenceofthesecolonies.

 ThesupportreceivedbyPortugalfrom theNorthAtlanticTreatyOrganisation
(NATO)wasasetbacktoindependenceattainmentinPortuguesecolonies.
Duetofearofcommunistorientedliberationmovementsi.e.thePopular
MovementfortheLiberationofAngola(MPLA),theAfricanIndependence
PartyforGuinea Bissau and Cape Verde (PAIGC)and the Mozambican
LiberationFront(FRELIMO),theNATOsupportedPortugalinform ofmoral,
financialand military aid.This weakened African resistance whereas
Portugueserulewasstrengthened.

 LackofexposuretonationalisticideasamongtheAfricansinPortuguese
colonies delayed theirindependence.Africans were denied anyexternal
contacts;liberalpressreportsandliteraturethatappearedanti-colonialwere
banned while external,journeys bynationalistleaders were limited.The
PortuguesehadaccesstoAfricanmailsandtelegramsthatlefttheAfricans
atthemercyofthecolonialmasters.

 Lack of constitutional avenues to enable independence attainment
contributedtothelatedecolonisationofPortugueseAfrica.Africanswerenot
givenanychanceto participateinpoliticalaffairs,therewasno African
parliamentaryrepresentation and yetAfrican politicalorganisations were
outlawed.Allthesehinderedthedevelopmentofnationalism inPortuguese
Africa.

 TheconservativeruleofDr.DonSalazar(1928-68)delayedtheindependence
ofPortuguesecolonies,DonSalazarwasnotpreparedtograntanyfreedom
toAfricansinPortuguesecolonies,andwasopposedtoanyliberalideas,
whichwouldfavourmajorityruleinPortugueseAfrica.Hisregimeworked
againstAfricanindependence.

 TheruthlesspoliciesofPortugueseadministratorswereanotherfactorthat
delayed decolonisation ofPortuguese colonies in Africa.The colonial
authoritymercilesslysuppressednon-violent-demonstrations,protestsand
strikesbyAfricans.Aboutforty-nineLourencoMarquesdockworkerswere
shotdeadduringastrikeinMozambique,fiftyBissaudockworkerswerealso
shotdeadinastrikeinGuineaBissauwhileabouttwohundredAngolanswere
killedindiscriminatelyforprotestingagainstthearrestandpublicfloggingof
Agustinho Neto.Such measures discouraged Africans from engaging in
nationalisticactivities.

 Introductionofrehabilitationcenters(reserves)bythePortuguese;theselater
becameconcentrationcampswherenationalistsandotherpeoplesuspected



ofsupportingnationalisticactivitiesweretaken,interrogated,torturedand
sometimeskilled.ThesefortifiedvillagesincludedoneintheZambezivalley
where Mozambicans were curtailed in large numbers.The Portuguese
colonialadministratorsforcefullymovedAfricanstofortifiedvillagesastheir
homes arid-gardens were destroyed.This scotched earth policy denied
Africanfreedom fightersaccesstoshelter,food,informationandanyother
assistance.

 The increased deploymentofPortuguese troops ata time African in
Portuguese colonies expected independence;Portugal,in her counter-
revolutionaryapproachdeployedmoretroopsinAfrica,tostrengthenherhold
untothesecolonies,aswellascontainAfricannationalistactivities.Therefore,
thepresenceoflargenumbersofPortuguesesoldiersthreatenedAfrican
nationalism.By1970,Portugalhadabouttwohundredthousandsoldiersin
Africa.

 The economic advantage ofAfrican colonies to Portugaldelayed their
independence.The attainmentofindependence bythese colonies could
deprivePortugalofasourceofeconomicpowerandshewouldloseher
middleman-shiprolebetweentheproductsofthesecoloniesandthemulti-
nationalsinEurope.ItwasbecauseofthiseconomicadvantagethatPortugal
maintainedhercolonies.

 Consequently,theeconomicweaknessofPortugaldelayedindependence
attainmentinPortuguesecolonies.Portugal,duetohereconomicdisability
couldnotlookforwardtotheprospectofmaintaininganeo-colonialinfluence
incaseshegrantedindependencetohercolonies.Hereconomicsituation
thusmadePortugaltocontinuecontrollingherAfricancoloniesdirectly.

 The nature ofthe Portuguese education system wasa disadvantage to
Africans.The system provided an inferioreducation thatonlyprepared
Africans to accept the work of Portuguese.The Portuguese culture
indoctrinatedAfricanstobelievethatanyform ofresistancewasanact
againstgovernment.ThiseducationnevergaveAfricanstechnicalskillsand
intellectualabilitiesandthus,didnotcreatepoliticalawareness.Thepresence
ofalargeilliterateAfricanpopulationthatwaspoliticallyasleepandignorant
tocondemnandfightagainstcolonialism delayedAfricanliberation.

 ThedivideandrulepolicyofthePortugueseaffectednationalism inher
colonies.Thecolonialauthoritiestriedveryhardtodestroynationalunity
within the respective colonies;in Angola,the Portuguese recruited the
(Ovimbundu)inthesouthagainstthe(Bakongo)innorth.InGuineaBissau,
thePortugueseworsenedethnicrivalrybetweentheFulaandtheBalante.In
Mozambique,thePortugueseinfluencedtheanti-Makondeethnicism.This
colonialpolicyretardedAfricanliberation.

 Consequently,the presence ofethnic nationalism in Portuguese Africa
favouredPortugueseruleinAfrica.MajortribalgroupsinAngolaforinstance,
theBakongo,OvimbunduandMbunducouldnotreconcileamongthemselves.
From Guinea Bissau,theFula could notunitewith theBalantewhilein
Mozambique,theMakuawerehostiletotheMakonde.Suchethnicconflicts
workedinfavourofPortuguesecolonialism.

 The role of the Catholic Church discouraged African nationalism in
Portuguesecolonies.TheCatholicChurchhadanti-nationalisticsentiments
andregardedtheliberationmovementsasterroristgroups.TheCatholic
Churchtherefore,preachedagainstnationalism,whichaffectedintheprocess
ofdecolonisation.

 TheuseofpeacefulmeansbyAfricansandthedelayedmilitaryapproach
maintainedPortuguesecolonialism inAfrica.Africanstooklongtoresortto



armed resistance,the only language the Portuguese could seemingly
understand.The Africans in Portuguese colonies employed non-violent
methodslikedemonstrationandstrikes,whichcouldnoteffectivelyyield
immediateresults.Onmanyoccasions,thePortugueserespondedtothe
Africannon-violentratherruthlessly,whichdelayedindependence.

 Absence ofcapable nationalistleaders atthe initialstages;Portuguese
colonieslackedcapable,visionary,charismaticandcourageousleaderswho
coulddrivetheircountriestoindependence.Itwasonlypossibleinmid-1950s
whenmenlikeAgustinhoNetoofAngola,AmilcarCabralofGuineaBissau
and Edwardo Mondlane ofMozambique rose to the politicalscene that
progressiveeffortstowardsindependencewererealised.

 LackofeffectiveinternalbasesfortheliberationmovementsdelayedAfrican
independence.Theliberationmovementsoperated mainlyfrom exile,the
MPLA had its bases in Congo Zaire and Congo Brazzaville,the PAIGC
operatedfrom FrenchGuineawhiletheFRELIMOoperatedfrom Tanzaniaand
Malawi.Thenationalistmovementstherefore,hadlessimpactoncolonial
authoritiesespeciallyattheirinitialstages.

 TheweaknessoftheOrganisationofAfricanUnity(OAU)affectednationalism
in Portuguese Africa.Since the OAU formed itsliberation committee to
supportindependenceattainmentinAfrica,thecommitteeonlyremained
theoreticalasitmaderesolutionstocondemncolonialdominationbuttook
longtotakeactionagainstEuropeancolonialism.Thisdelayedindependence
inPortuguesecolonies.

 ThedoublestandardsoftheUnitedNationsOrganisation(UNO)frustrated
Africaneffortstowardsself-ruleinPortuguesecolonies.TheUNO verbally
reactedandimposedsanctionsonPortugalbuttooklongtotakeaction.
Member-statesoftheUNO;whowerealsomembersoftheNATOextended
financialand military supportto Portugalagainstthe African liberation
movements.ThisweakenedthestruggleforindependenceinPortuguese
Africa.

 The formation of the "triumvirate alliance" strengthened Portuguese
administrationinAfricaagainstmajorityrule.ThealliancecomprisedofDon
SalazarofPortugal,VerwoerdofApartheidSouthAfricaandIanSmithofthe
UDIgovernmentinSouthernRhodesia.Thepartnerspledgedassistanceto
eachother,tosharestrategiesandresourcestosuppressAfricannationalism
intheirrespectivecolonies,inawayofconsolidatingwhiteminorityrule.

CAUSESOFTHELIBERATIONSTRUGGLESINPORTUGUESECOLONIES
ReferenceQuestions:

1.DiscussthefactorsfortheoutbreakoftheliberationwarinGuineaBissau/
Mozambique/Angola

2.Accountforthe outbreak ofthe armed resistance in Guinea Bissau /
Mozambique/Angola

3.WhydidthePAIGC/FRELIMO/MPLAdeclarewaragainstPortugueserule
in1963/1964/1961respectively

 AfterAfricansinPortuguesecoloniesfailedtoachieveindependencethrough
peacefulmeans,theyresortedtomilitarism.InAngola,thearmedresistance
wasledbytheMPLA underAgustinhoNeto(1961-75),inGuineaBissau,
AmilcarCabraland the PAIGC led the liberation war(1963-74),and in
Mozambique,the warwas launched by the FRELIMO underEdwardo
Mondlane(1964-75).Severalfactorsaccountedfortheoutbreakofliberation
warsinPortuguesecoloniesandtheseincluded;

 ThePortuguesepreferredtomaintaintheircoloniesasoverseasprovinces,



which caused the liberation wars.The 1951 constitution of Portugal
confirmed Portuguesecoloniesin Africa asoverseascoloniesand thus,
independenceintheseterritorieswouldbeaviolationofthePortuguese
constitution.AfricansemployedviolenceagainstthePortuguesecolonialists
inordertobreakthecolonialumblicalcord.

 ThebrutalsuppressionofAfricannon-violenceprotestscontributed,tothe
outbreak ofLiberation wars in Portuguese.In 1956,overtwo hundred
Angolanswerekilledorwoundedforprotestingagainstthearrestandpublic
floggingofAgustinhoNeto;inthesameyearaboutforty-ninedockworkersat
LourencoMarqueswereshotdeadduringastrike,andin1958,fiftyBissau
dockworkerswerealsoshotdeadduringtheirstrike.Thisbrutalresponseto
peacefulactionsincitedAfricansintoviolentresistances.

 LackofconstitutionalavenuesofachievingindependenceforcedAfricansto
declare waron the Portuguese administrators.Africans in Mozambique,
AngolaandGuineaBissauweredeniedparticipationinpoliticalaffairsandyet
thePortugueseconstitutiondidnotprovideforAfricanmajorityruleintheir
respective colonies.The Portuguese nevergave Africans parliamentary
participation to enable them presenttheirgrievances.Itwas therefore,
necessaryforAfricanstoresorttoarmedresistance.

 PortuguesecolonialdictatorshipconvincedAfricansinPortuguesecolonies
tofightfortheirindependence.ThePortuguesecolonialauthoritiesinAngola,
MozambiqueandGuineaBissausuppressedfreedomsofpressandassembly
andbannedAfricansfrom engaginginanypoliticalactivities.TheAfricans
were aggrieved so much thattheiranti-colonialsentiments led to the
emergenceofmilitantnationalism.

 The activities ofthe Portuguese secretpolice (PIDE)contributed to the
outbreakofliberationwarsinPortuguesecolonies.ThePIDEcarriedout
inhuman actions againstAfricans,which included arbitrary arrestand
humiliationofAfricanleadersthroughpublicflogging.AgustinhoNetowas
torturedandfloggedbythePIDEaccomplices.ThePortuguesesecretpolicy
wascomissionedtokillAfricanssuspectedofcausingsecuritythreatstothe
colonialadministration.TheoperationsofPIDEincreasedAfricansentiments
toPortuguesecolonialrule,whichprovokedarmedresistances.

 Increased deploymentofPortuguese troops in Africa ata time when
independencewasexpectedcausedtheliberationwarsinthePortuguese
colonies.In1960,thePortuguesedeployedabout60,000soldiersinAngola
and over70,000 in Mozambique and Guinea Bissau respectively.This
convincedAfricansthatindependencecouldnotbegrantedtothem ona
silverplata.Hence,Africanswereinsightedintoarmedresistance.

 The establishmentofrehabilitation centers in Portuguese Africa caused
armedresistancesagainstthePortuguse.ThePortuguesecolonialauthorities
established rehabilitation centersaspreventive measure againstmasses
extendingassistancetonationalists.Thecenterslatebecameconcentration
camps where allsorts ofbrutaltreatments,torture,interrogation and
sometimes assassinations were administered againstAfricans in these
camps.AfricanshatedPortuguesebrutalityhence,theirrebellionagainstthe
Portuguesecolonialadministrators.

 TheformationofliberationmovementsbyAfricansinPortugueseAfrica
preparedgroundsforarmedstruggles.TheformationofthePAIGCinGuinea
Bissauin1954,theMPLAinAngola1956andtheFRELIMOinMozambiquein
1962enabledthenationaliststomobilisethemassesandthus,declaredthe
guerrillawarfareagainstthePortuguesecolonialgovernments.

 Thedesireforpoliticalindependencecausedtheoutbreakofliberationwars



inPortugueseAfrica.Duetounrealisticcolonialpoliciesandfailuretoachieve
politicalparticipation,Africansdevelopedagreatsenseofnationalism,which
forcedthem totakeuparmsagainstthePortuguesecolonialmasters.

 InfluenceoftheMarxistideology(socialism)inPortugueseAfricacausedthe
liberationwars.Theideologywasanti-imperialism andspreadmilitarism asa
strategyagainstforeigndomination.ThisinspiredAfricanstouseforceto
liberate themselves hence liberation wars.Later,the African liberation
movementsreceivedsupportfrom communiststates.

 Influenceoftheindependentneighbouringstatescontributedtotheoutbreak
ofliberationwarsinPortugueseAfrica.TheindependenceofCongoZaireand
Brazzavilleinspired Angola,GuineaConakryand Senegalinspired Guinea
Bissau whileTanzaniaand Zambiahad an impacton Mozambique.The
independentneighbouringstatesprovidedmoraleandfinancialplusmilitary
support;and gave externalbases to Africans in Portuguese Africa that
inspiredthem tofightforindependence.

 Theroleofnationalisticleaderswasanotherfactorfortheliberationwarsin
Portuguesecolonies.AgustinhoNetoofAngola,AmilcarCabralofGuinea
Bissau and Edwardo Mondlane ofMozambique mobilised the people,
providedcourageousandvisionaryleadershipanddeclaredguerrillawarfare
againstthePortuguesecolonialauthorities.

 The policyofforced labourwasanothercause forthe outbreakofthe
liberationwars.AfricanworkersinGuineaBissau,AngolaandMozambique
wereforcedtoofferlabouronpublicworkslikeroadsandinfrastructureas
wellas on settlerplantations with meagerorno paymentatall.The
oppressivePortugueselabourpolicywasmuchresentedbyAfricansandthus
forcedthem towagewarsofliberationagainstthecolonialauthorities.

 Thecolonialtaxationsystem contributedtotheoutbreakofliberationwarsin
Portuguese colonies.The Portuguese colonialauthorities heavily taxed
Africansyetthemethodsoftaxcollectionwerecruel.Taxdefaulterswere
arrestedandpubliclyflogged.TheexploitativePortuguesefiscalpolicyforced
AfricanstodeclarewaronPortugueseauthorities.

 High levels ofpoverty among Africans contributed to the outbreak of
liberationwarsinAfricanPortuguesecolonies.Povertyresultedfrom lackof
employmentopportunities,lowpricesofAfricanproduce,lowwagesandthe
pooragrarian and fiscalpolicies employed by the Portuguese colonial
authorities.AfricansblamedthePortuguesecolonialistsforimpoverishing
them hence,contributingtotheriseofmilitantnationalism inPortuguese
Africa.

 High levels ofcorruption among the Portuguese colonialadministrators
contributed to the outbreak ofliberation wars.The Portuguese colonial
officialsweretoocorruptintaxcollectionandprovisionofcivilservices.They
askedforbribesfrom Africansubjects,sometimescoercively.Corruptionand
misuseofcolonialadministrativeofficesprovokedmilitantnationalism in
PortugueseAfrica.

 LackofemploymentopportunitiesforAfricansledtotheoutbreakofarmed
resistancesinPortuguesecolonies.Alljobsincludingtaxidrivingandoffice
clerksandmessengerswerereservedforthePortugueseonly.Africanswere
onlyforcedtoworkonplantations;thelandtenuresystem worsenedthe
unemploymentproblem sinceAfricanslackedlandtopracticeagriculture.
Unemployment frustrated Africans and caused their resentment
againstPortuguesecolonialism,leadingtotheoutbreakofliberationwars.

 Theeducationsystem inthePortuguesecoloniesconvincedAfricanstoplot
fora change.Africans hated the education system thatdenied them



intellectualadvancementandtechnicalskillsbutonlymadeencouragedthem
toappreciatePortuguesecultures.Thus,influencingAfricanstowagewar
againstcolonialism soastoimproveontheeducationsystem.Allthegood
schools ran by the governmentwere reserved forwhite children while
Africansattendedthefew missionaryschoolsthatwerescatteredinrural
areas.

 The racial arrogance (racism) of the Portuguese provoked militant
nationalism amongAfricans.ThePortugueseconsideredthemselvessuperior
humanscomparedtotheirAfricansubjects.Thisexplainswhytheytriedto
imposeonAfricansthepolicyofassimilator(assimilation).Theassimilados
werefavouredmoreandaccordedthesameprivilegesasthePortuguese
settlers.ThePortuguesesettlersinparticularresentedanyplansforAfrican
advancement.RacialdiscriminationbythePortugueseforcedAfricanstofight
forindependence.

 ThePortuguesepolicyofforcingAfricanstogrowcashcropscausedAfrican
resistancesagainstthePortuguese.TheeconomicmotivesofthePortuguese
madethem forceAfricanstogrow cashcropsontheirsmallestatesatthe
expenseoffoodcrops.ThePortugueseinfluencedAfricanstocleartheirfood
gardens and plantcotton,coffee and tobacco.Atthe same time,the
Portuguesecolonialistsfixed pricesforcotton produced bytheirAfrican
subjects.Thisunpopularcottonpolicyinfluencedthe(Malange)rebellionin
Angola,which laterspread to otherparts ofthe country.The Africans
expressed theirdissatisfaction to the Portuguese by fighting fortheir
independence.

 PresenceoftheNorthAtlanticTreatyOrganisation(NATO)inthePortuguese
colonies aggrieved Africans to fightforindependence.Portugalbeing a
memberoftheNATO allowedmembersoftheNATO toestablishmilitary
basesandinvestmentsinherAfricancolonies.Therefore,Africanswerenot
onlysubjectedtoPortuguesecolonialism butalsotoimperialism oftheNATO
powers.Hence,theNATOpowersofBritain,Belgium andFranceturnedthe
Portuguese colonies into dumping areas fortheirgoods.Theycharged
Africansexorbitantly,forcingthem torebel.

 ThelandalienationpolicybythePortuguesecontributedtotheoutbreakof
liberationwarsintheircolonies.ThePortugueseembarkedonasystematic
landgrabbingpolicyaimedatestablishingplantationagriculture.TheAfricans
wereleftlandlesswhileothersweremadesquattersonwhiteownedestates.
ThelandlessAfricanswantedtoregaintheirlostlandhencetheyengagedin
armedstruggles.

FACTORS FOR THE SUCCESS OF LIBERATION STRUGGLES IN PORTUGUESE
AFRICA

ReferenceQuestions
1.AccountforthedefeatofPortugueseadministrationbyPAIGC/FRELIMO/

MPLA
2.ExaminethefactorsforthesuccessofindependencestruggleinGuinea

Bissau/Mozambique/Angola
 Theformationofliberationmovementsanduseofarmedresistanceagainst

the Portuguese administration enabled the decolonisation ofPortuguese
colonies.Theliberationmovementsi.e.thePAIGC(establishedin1954),the
MPLA(establishedin1956)andtheFRELIMO(establishedin1962)resorted
touseofmilitarism againstthePortugueseafterfailureofpeacefulmeans.
Such military approach scored significant achievements against the



Portuguesebothmilitarilyandpolitically.
 Theeffectivemilitarystrategiesadoptedbyliberationmovementsledtothe

successoftheindependencestruggles.Theliberationmovementsalways
attackedthePortuguesesimultaneouslyinseveralplacesandonmanyfronts.
ThePortuguesetroopswereconstantlyonthemoveduetoAfricanattacks.
The African guerrilla movements used surprise guerrilla attacks and
ambushesagainstthePortuguesegovernmentinstallations,administrative
posts,militarybasesandwhitesettlementsandplantations.

 Theliberationmovementscarriedoutmassmobilisationandrecruitment.Itis
forthiscasethatthousandsjoinedthemovementandstrengthenedthe
militarycombats.Massrecruitmentpopularisedtheindependencestruggles
and enabled themovementsto matchthePortugueseincreased military
troopsintheirrespectivecolonies.

 Themovementsrecruitedwomenwhoplayedasignificantroleinthestruggle
againstthePortuguese,Women wererecognised and given positionsof
responsibilityinthecivil,politicalandmilitaryservice.Theyactedasnursesto
thewounded,gaveespionageinformationonthePortuguesestrategiesand
providedfoodandothersuppliesduringthewars.

 The military gains scored by the liberation movements’ favoured
independenceinPortugueseAfrica.By1974,thePAIGCwascontrollingtwo
thirdofGuineaBissau,theMPLAcontrolledonethirdofAngolawhilethe
UNITA andtheFNLA hadbothscoredsomelittlesuccessinAngola.The
FRELIMOhadalsosecuredathirdofMozambiquebythetimeoftheLisbon
Coup.Suchmilitaryvictorieshad weakened thePortugueseinfavourof
freedom fighters.

 The reforms instituted by the liberation movements in theirrespective
territories enabled the success of liberation wars. The movements
established liberated zones in which masses were involved in decision-
makingandleadershipatgrassroots.Themovementsestablishedelementary
schoolsandhealthcenterstoprovidefreeeducationandhealthservices
respectively.Such reforms won thousands ofmasses to supportthe
independencestruggles.

 ThecontinuousrepressivemethodsofthePortuguesehardenedAfricansand
raisedtheirdeterminationtoachieveself-rule.ThePortugueseestablished
fortified villages and concentration camps where masses were pushed.
Africanhomesandgardensweredestroyed.Africanswerealsointerrogated,
torturedandsometimeskilled.AllthesecostthePortuguesetheirpopularity
andinsteadpopularisedtheliberationstruggles.

 The formation ofthe CONCP alliance by the liberation movements in
PortugueseAfricastrengthenedtheirstruggleagainstcolonialrule.TheMPLA,
PAIGCandtheFRELIMOformedtheCONCPalliancethroughwhichliberation
leadersdiscussedandsharedideasandstrategies,whichtheyemployed
againstthePortuguesecolonialadministration.Theco-operationofthese
liberationmovementsagainstthePortuguesecolonialadministratorshelped
toweakenthepillarsofcolonialism intheirrespectivecountries.

 Thesimultaneousoccurrenceofliberationwarscontributedtotheliberation
ofPortugueseAfrica.TheAngolanwarstartedin1961;inGuineaBissau,the
warbeganin1963whiletheFRELIMOlaunchedtheMozambicanwarin1964.
Thefactthatthesewarsbrokeoutalmostatthesametimetremendously
weakenedthePortugueseadministrationeconomicallyandmilitarily.Itwas
hardforthePortuguesecolonialgovernmentstoeffectivelyfightanddefeat
Africansonthreefronts.

 ThewithdrawaloftheNATOfrom Portuguesecolonialterritoriesweakened



thecolonialadministration.Portugalcouldnolongeraccessfinancialand
militaryassistance,whichhad keptherstrong againsttheAfricans.The
withdrawaloftheNATOthereforeexposedthePortugueseinabilitytosustain
Africanrevolutionarystrategies.

 TheLisboncoupof1974wasafinalblowtoPortugueseleadershipinAfrica.
ThecouplaterbroughtinayoungsocialistmilitarygovernmentledbyAntonio
deSpinola,whoreplacedconservativeCaetano.Thenewmilitarygovernment
engaged the PAIGC,MPLA and the FRELIMO in peace talks. The
independencediscussionsinLisbonledtoindependenceofGuineaBissauin
1974,AngolaandMozambiquein1975respectively.

 ThecollapseofthetriumviratealliancewastotheadvantageofAfricans.This
gang ofthree had the Portuguese colonialregime underDon Salazar,
apartheidgovernmentofVerwoerdandtheUDIgovernmentofIanSmith.The
alliancehadstrengthenedminorityruleinSouthernAfricaandhinderedthe
progressofAfricannationalism intheregion.Thecollapseofthetriumvirate
alliance(thegangofthree)weakenedthePortuguesecolonialadministration
infavourofAfricanindependence.

 AfricansinPortuguesecoloniesminimisedethnicrivalriesandencouraged
nationalunityagainstthePortuguesecolonialadministration.TheMPLAin
Angola,thePAIGCinGuineaBissauandtheFRELIMOinMozambiquewere
thekeymovementsinensuringnationalunityintheirrespectivestates.They
wereabletorecruitfreedom fightersacrossalltribesandthisweakenedthe
PortuguesemilitarystrategiesagainsttheAfricans.

 Theindependenceofneighbouringstatesrespectivelybroughtindependence
toPortuguesecolonies.SenegalandGuineaConakryassistedthePAIGCof
GuineaBissau,CongoZaireandCongoBrazzavillesupportedtheMPLAof
Angola,while Tanzania and Zambia supported Mozambique's FRELIMO.
These independentneighbouring statesallowed liberation movementsof
Portuguese Africa to establish externalbases and headquarters in their
countries;andextendedassistancetothefreedom fighters.

 Thefavourablegeographicalsettingswereanadvantagetothesuccessof
independencestrugglesinPortugueseAfrica.GuineaBissauwascovered
withmangroveswampsandthickBambooforests,Mozambiquehadagood
thick forest-coverespecially nearNiassa and Ntete while Angola was
advantaged with a coastal-line.This geographicalsetting protected the
guerrillasfrom thePortugueseheavygunsandarmouredvehiclesandatthe
sametimeenabledfreedom fighterstolaunchguerrillawarfareattacksand
ambushes.

 TheroleoftheOrganisation ofAfrican Unityenabled theattainmentof
independenceinPortugueseAfrica.From thetimeofitsestablishmentin
1963,theOAUtookaradicalapproachagainstthecontinuedexistenceof
foreignruleonthecontinent.ThroughherliberationcommitteeinTanzania,
theOAUrecognizedandsentfinancial,moralandmilitaryassistancetothe
PAIGC,FREL1MOandtheMPLA.TheOAUwentaheadtocallforsanctions
againstPortugalforherfailuretodecoloniseAfrica.

 ThecontributionoftheUnitedNationsenabledtheAfricansuccessagainst
the Portuguese.The United Nations Security Councilcondemned the
continuedcolonialdominationinPortugueseAfrica,imposedeconomicand
politicalsanctionsagainstthePortuguesecolonialregimeandthreatenedto
throwPortugaloutofthegeneralassemblyifshefailedtodecoloniseAfrica.
TheUnitedNationsalsorecognisedtheliberationmovementsinPortuguese
Africaasnationalmovements.

 Thesupportfrom thecommunistworldenabledthesuccessofindependence



inPortuguesecolonies.Thecommunistsupportcamefrom China,theUSSR,
andCuba,itincludedmilitarytraining,militarylogistics,financialassistance
andthesocialistideologyagainstimperialism.Thecommunistassistance
enabledthedecolonisationofPortuguesecoloniesinAfrica.

 Ableleadershipduringthestruggleforindependenceledtothedefeatof
Portuguese colonialism,in Mozambique,the FRELIMO was firstled by
EdwardoMondianeandafterhisassassinationinFebruary1969,andSamora
Michealtookover.InGuineaBissauthePAIGC,wasfirstledbyAmilcarCabral
andafterhisassassinationin1973hisbrotherLuizCabraltookover.In
Angola,theMPLAwasunderAgustinhoNeto.Thenationalistleadershipto
the liberation movements secured both internaland externalsupportto
sustaintheliberationwars.Theleaderswerealsoinfluentialingivingcourage
anddeterminationtotheindependencestruggle.

THEINDEPENDENCESTRUGGLEINANGOLA(1961-74)
TheroleofthePopularMovementfortheLiberationofAngola(MPLA)
ReferenceQuestions:
1."TheMPLAwasprimarilyresponsibleforthedecolonisationofAngola."Discuss
2.AssesstheroleoftheMPLAintheAngolanstruggleagainstPortugueserule
The MPLA wasformed in 1956 with Illidio Tom AlviresMachedo asthe first
president.Laterin1958,AgustinhoNetotookoverastheleaderofthemovement.
TherewereothermovementsthatfoughtforAngolanindependence,TheNational
Union forTotalIndependence ofAngola (UNITA)founded in 1966 with Jonas
Savimbiasitsleader,andTheNationalFrontfortheLiberationofAngola(FLNA)
underHoldenRoberto.Itwashowever,thePopularMovementfortheLiberationof
Angola(MPLA)thatplayedaleadingroleintheliberationofAngola.
 The movementprovided the necessary leadership againstthe Portuguese

colonialruleinAngola.ThroughAgustinhoNeto,theMPLA gavecharismatic,
respectable,courageousand dependableleadership.TheMPLA had aclear
visiononhowtoachieveAngolanindependence,whichattractedmasspopularity.

 TheMPLAwasabroad-basedmovementandthisfacilitatedthesuccessofthe
war.Themovementcutacrossethnicbarriersandsocialdivisionthatincreased
herpopularityandstrengthoverothermovements.TheMPLAbecamepopular
amongtheMbundu,OvimbunduandBakongo.

 TheMPLAwasabletoestablishexternalbasesintheneighbouringstatesof
CongoZaire,CongeBrazzaville,ZambiaandNamibia.From thesebases,the
MPLAlaunchedattacksandexpeditionsagainstthePortuguesecolonialrule.

 Themovementwasabletouniteandcoordinatethepoliticalandmilitarywings.
Thisledtomorecommitmentduringthestruggleforindependence.

 ItappealedtotheUniteNations(UN)forsupportandsympathytowardsthe
Angolan cause againstthe Portuguese imperialism.The UN responded by
imposingsanctionsagainstPortugal,aimingatweakeningherholdontoAngola.

 TheMPLAwonrecognitionoftheOrganisationAfricanUnity(OAU)andthrough
itsliberationcommittee,theOAU extendedfinancialandmilitarysupportto
facilitatetheactivitiesoftheMPLAagainstthePortuguese.

 Themovementadoptedsocialism,whichenabledhertogetsupportfrom the
communistworld.CommuniststatesliketheSovietUnionandChinaextended
supporttheAngolansinform ofmilitaryarmsandtraining.Thesupportfrom the
communistworldstrengthenedtheactivitiesoftheMPLAagainstthePortuguese.

 TheMPLAco-operatedwiththePAIGCofGuineaBissauandtheFRELIMO of
Mozambiqueto form theCONCP alliance.ThroughtheCONCP alliance,the
liberation movements shared strategies and logistics againsttheircolonial
master.TheCONCPreducedthePortuguesecolonialinfluenceinAfrica.



 The MPLA leadership provided education to the Angolans.The movement
supportedtheAngolanstogoforfurtherstudiesinEuropeespeciallyRussiaand
Portugal.ThismadeMPLAmorepopularamongthemasses.

 ItencouragedunitynotonlywithinthemovementbutalsothroughoutAngola.
UnitywasquitesignificantintheliberationwaragainstPortugueseimperialism.

 TheMPLAexhibitedaclearpoliticalprogram,whichwonhersupportathomeas
wellas internationalsympathy.The politicalprogram ofthe MPLA was
significantinfacilitatingthewaragainstthePortuguese.

 TheMPLAleadershiprecruitedandtrainedAngolansinguerrillawarfaretactics.
TherecruitsincreasedactivitiesofsabotageagainstPortugueseprogramsand
strategies.

 Consequently,themovementenrolledwomeninherranks.Womenweregiven
positions ofinfluence,and worked as nurses,cooks and informers to the
freedom fighters.Theyalsoprovidedfreedom fighterswithessentialsupplies,
whichwereimportanttorunboththemilitaryandpoliticalwings.

 TheMPLAorganisedandlaunchedsuccessfulguerrillawarfareattacksagainst
thePortuguesecolonialadministration.By1974,themovementhad scored
militarygains,withathirdofthenationinherpossession.

 TheMPLAleadershipsensitisedthemassesofAngolaonthecolonialevilsofthe
Portugueseadministrationandthebenefitsofindependence.Thesensitisation
ledtoincreasedmassrecruitmentintotheliberationstruggle.

 Consequently,themovementcondemnedandexposedtheevilsandatrocitiesof
thePortuguesecolonialadministration.Intheprocess,thePortuguesewere
discreditedinAngolaandoutside.

CONTRIBUTIONSOFAGUSTINHONETO

ReferenceQuestions:
1.ExaminetheroleofAgustinhoNetointhestruggleforAngolanindependence
2.WhatwasthecontributionofAgustinhoNetotothedecolonisationofAngola?
AgustinhoNetowasbornanAngolannationalistin1922toaMethodistpriestin
Bengo,asmallvillagein ruralAngola.Hewasagraduateofmedicinein the
UniversityofLisbonandjoinedtheranksoftheMPLAin1958.Dr.Netoplayeda
greatroleintheliberationofAngola.

 Agustinho Neto provided the necessary leadership during the liberation
struggle.Hischaracterwasthatofcourage,vision,charismaanddedication,
andthiswonhim supportfrom thefreedom fighters.

 Dr.NetowrotepoemsandarticlesaboutthesufferingandhopesofAngolans.
ThepoemscreatedpoliticalawarenessamongtheAngolansandthus,they
rebelledagainstPortuguesecolonialrule.

 NetoledtheAngolancausewithadelegationtoLisbonwherehepresenteda
petitiontothePrtuguesegovernmentappealingforapeacefulsolutiontothe
Angolandemandforpoliticalreformsandindependence.

 Dr. Neto organised demonstrations and strikes against Portuguese
imperialism in Angola.He and Antonio were behind the Angolan cotton
workers'strike in Malange.The effects ofthe Malange strike groomed
violenceamongtheAngolansagainstthePortuguese.

 Dr.AgustinhoNetoprovidedaclearpoliticalprogram forindependence,which
attractedbothdomesticandforeignsupportfortheAngolancause.

 Agustinho Neto represented the Angolan cause to the OAU and won
recognitionoftheAfricangovernments.TheOAU wentaheadtoprovide
moral,financialandmilitaryassistancetotheMPLAagainstthePortuguese.



 Dr.NetoappealedtotheUnitedNationstointerveneinfavouroftheAngolan
cause.MembersoftheUNgeneralAssemblywentaheadandcondemnedthe
PortuguesecontinuedexistenceinAngola,whiletheSecurityCouncilimposed
sanctionsonPortugal.

 AgustinhoNetowasaunifyingfactorinAngola.Hepromotedunityofallthe
groups and overcame ethnic barriers thatwould hinderindependence
attainmentinAngola.

 HeledtheMPLA toestablishexternalguerrillabasesintheneighbouring
countries.TheMPLA establishedbasesinCongo Zairefrom wherethey
launchedexpeditionsagainstthePortuguesecolonialadministration.

 Agustinhosolicitedforsupportfrom thecommunistworld.Throughhiseffort,
the USSR and China extended assistance to Angola in form ofmilitary
equipmentandtrainingwhichsustainedAngolanstruggleforindependence.

 NetoledtherecruitmentandtrainingofAngolanmassesinguerrillawarfare
tactics,tostrengthenthestruggleagainstthePortuguese.

 He successfullyorganised and launched an armed struggle againstthe
PortuguesecolonialruleinAngolathroughtheMPLA.

 Netorealisedtheroleofwomenandhencerecruitedthem inboththemilitary
and politicalwings ofthe MPLA as fighters,nurses,cooks and spies
(informers).

 NetoledtheMPLAtoform theCONCPalliancewiththePAIGCofGuinea
BissauandtheFRELIMOofMozambique.Theallianceenabledthepartnersto
sharestrategiesandlogisticsagainstthePoetuguese.

 Dr.NetoledtheMPLA todiscussionswiththenew Portuguesesocialist
governmentofAntoniodeSpinola.TheLisbondiscussionsledtothefinal
independenceofAngolaonNovember11,1975.

 Netoreceivedtheinstrumentsofindependencefrom thePortugueseand
establishedthefirstindependentgovernmentofmajorityAfricansinAngola.

THELIBERATIONWARINGUINEABISSAU(1983-74)

TheroleoftheAfricanIndependencePartyforGuineaBissauandCapeVerde
(PAIGC)

ReferenceQuestions:
1.AssessthecontributionofthePAIGCtothedecolonisationofGuineaBissau
2.TowhatextentdidthePAIGCinfluencetheGuineanstruggleagainstPortuguese
imperialism?
TheAfricanPartyfortheIndependenceofGuineaBissauandCapeVerde(PAIGC)
wasanationalistmovementformedin1954byAmilcarCabral.Itsmainagendawas
toachieveindependenceforGuineaBissauandtheislandsofCapeVerde.The
PAIGCplayedthefollowingrole:
 ThePAIGCappealedtotheurbanworkingclass,thepettyrichtradersand

primaryteacherswhoformedthepillaroftheliberationstruggle.Thismiddle
classprovidedleadershipandfinancialassistance.

 ThePAIGCundertookcarefulplanningandpreparationforthewartoensure
itssuccess.Itrecruitedfreedom fightersandtrainedthem inguerrillawarfare.

 TheorganizationestablishedexternalbasesinGuineaConakryfrom where
attacksweremadeonthePortuguesecolonialgovernmentinGuineaBissau.

 ThePAIGC launchedasuccessfularmedstruggleagainstthePortuguese
colonialadministration from 1963.The armed struggle weakened the
Portugueseeconomicallyandmilitarilyandpavedwayforindependence.



 ThePAIGCleadershiporganizedandinvolvedindemonstrationandstrikes,
whichwereaimedatopposingtheoppressivePortuguesecolonialpoliciesfor
example,the1959dockworkersstrikeinBissau.

 ThePAIGCleadershipmobilizedpeasantrysupporttowardsthestrugglefor
independence.ThepartyopenedupbasesinBalanteandFularegions.This
increasedmasssupporttowardsthestruggleforliberation.

 ThroughArnilcarCabralandlaterLuizCabral,thePAIGCprovidedcharismatic
leadershiptothestruggleforindependence.Theleadersdedicatedtheirlives
andcareerforthenationalcause.

 Themovementeffectivelyco-ordinatedthepoliticalandmilitarywings;even
aftertheassassinationofAmilcarCabralin1973,themovementremained
intactandledGunieaBissautoindependenceinthefollowingyear.

 The PAIGC solicited for military support from the communist world.
CommunistpowersliketheUSSRandChinaappreciatedthesocialistoutlook
ofthePAIGCandthus,gavemilitaryequipmentandtrainingtothefreedom
fighters.Theassistancefrom thecommunistblocwasinstrumentalforthe
successofthewar.

 ThemovementrecordedmilitarysuccessagainstthePortuguese:by1974,the
movementcontrolledtwothirdsofGuineaBissau.InMay1973,thePAIGC
ambushedandcapturedthePortuguesestrongestmilitarybaseofGuilder.The
PAIGCmilitaryvictoriesgreatlyweakenedthefightingspiritofthePortuguese
troops.

 ThePAIGCleadershipeffectivelyestablishedandorganisedliberatedzones
withinGuineaBissau.Thepartyleadershipprovidedgrassrootsdemocracy,
freeuniversalprimaryeducationandfreemedicalcarethroughconstructions
ofschoolsandhealthcentresrespectively.Thereformsliberatedzoneswon
popularityofthemassestowardsthestruggle.

 ThePAIGCleadershiprecruitedwomenintoitsranks.Thewomenworkedas
informers,fighters,nursesandprovidersofessentialsupplies.Theroleof
womenwassignificantinthesuccessofindependenceattainmentinBissau.

 Theorganisationsenttheyouthwingmembersabroadforfurtherstudiesin
militaryandtechnicaleducation.Mostofthem weresenttoSovietUnionand
Algeria.Allthiswasaimedatstrengtheningthemilitaryorganisationofthe
PAIGC.

 ThePAIGC leadershipenteredintotheCONCP alliancewiththeMPLA of
AngolaandtheFRELIMO ofMozambique.TheCONCPallianceenabledthe
PAIGC to acquire liberation strategies and other logistics to destroy
Portuguesecolonialism.

 Thepartyenabledtheacquisitionofindependencethroughencouragingunity
duringthestruggleforindependence.ThePAIGC playedaleadingrolein
minimizingethnicrivalrybetweentheBalanteandtheFula.Nationalunity
workedinfavouroftheindependenceofBissau.

 Thepartyalso participated in discussionswith thenew socialistmilitary
governmentin Portugalled by Antonio de Spinola.The independence
discussionsinevitablyledtotheindependenceofBissauinSeptember1974.

 ThePAIGCwonsupportandrecognitionoftheOAU.Throughitsliberation
committee,theOAUextendedfinancialandmoralassistancetothestruggle
fortheindependenceofGuineaBissau.

 ItpetitionedthePortuguesecolonialadministrationtotheUNSecurityCouncil
andwonrecognitionfrom theUNGeneralAssembly.

THE ROLE OF AMILCAR CABRALIN THE LIBERATION STRUGGLE OF GUINEA



BISSAU

ReferenceQuestions:
1.AssessthecontributionofAmilcarCabraltothedecolonizationofGuineaBissau.
2.DiscusstheroleofAmilcarCabralinthestruggleforindependenceinGuinea
Bissau.
AmilcarCabralwasanagronomistbyprofession;hewasborninCapeVerde,studied
andworkedinLisbonbeforereturningtoleadtheindependencestruggleinGuinea
Bissau.Hisroleinthestruggleforindependencewasasfollows:
 Asanagronomist,Cabralwasinvolvedinanagriculturalcensusconductedby

the colonialadministration.The census exposed him to the miserable
conditionsofhispeople,andforcedhim tocondemncolonialism.

 Cabralmobilisedmassestoform thePAIGC;amovementthatledthearmed
struggleagainstthePortuguesecolonialists.

 Hemobilisedthesmallworkingclassandpettytraderstogivefinancialand
moralassistancetothePAIGCagainstthePortuguesecolonialoppressors.

 AmilcarCabralinfluencedtheestablishmentofthePAIGC headquartersin
GuineaConakrywherethemovementreceivedconsiderablesupportfrom the
GuineanleaderSekouToure.

 Cabralwonloyaltyfrom thecommunistworldfrom thestartoftheliberation
strugglein1963.ThisenabledthePAIGCtoreceiveconsiderableassistance
from China,CubaandtheSovietUnioninform ofmilitaryweaponsandtraining
whichstrengthenedthefreedom fightersagainstthePortuguese.

 CabralsentthePAIGCmembersofthepoliticalandyouthwingstotheUSSR
andChinatobeeducatedinMarxistideologyandtechnicalskills.Ontheir
return,thepoliticaltraineesimprovedonthestrategiesofthePAIGCagainst
thecolonialists.

 AmilcarCabralappealed to the UNO to impose sanctions againstthe
Portuguese colonialadministrators for failure to grant Guinea Bissau
independence.

 HewonthesupportandrecognitionoftheOAU andthroughitsliberation
committee,thecontinentalbodyextendedfinancialandmilitarysupporttothe
PAIGC.

 AmilcarCabralgavetheliberationmovementcharismaticleadership,which
was influentialin motivating and instilling fighting spiritin the Bissau
nationalists.

 Cabralrecruited women into theranksofthePAIGC.Women worked as
informers,fightersandprovidersofbasicsuppliessuchasfoodandmedical
care.

 HeencouragedunityoftheBalanteandtheFula,whichunitywasinstrumental
inweakeningPortuguesecolonialadministration.

 AmilcarCabraleffectivelymobilised theliberated zonesinGuineaBissau
throughestablishingschools,healthcenters,roadsandco-operativesocieties,
whichincreasedpopularsupportforthePAIGC.

 Heeffectivelyco-ordinatedthemilitaryandpoliticalwingsofthePAIGC,which
wereinfluentialinthesuccessoftheindependencestruggle.Evenafterhis
assassinationearlieronin1973,hispresencecouldstillbefeltamongstthe
freedom fighters.

 CabralledthePAIGCintotheCONCPalliance.TheallianceenabledGuinea
Bissautogetreasonablemotivationandstrategiesfrom hercounter-parts,
AngolaandMozambique.TheactivitiesoftheCONCPhelpedtoweakenthe
activitiesofthePortuguesecolonialistsinGuineaBissau.



THELIBERATIONWARINMOZAMBIQUE(1964-74)
TheroleoftheMozambicanLiberationFront(FRELIMO)

ReferenceQuestions;
1.ExaminethecontributionoftheFRELIMOtothestruggleforindependencein

Mozambique.
2.HowfarwastheFRELIMOresponsibleforthedecolonizationofMozambique?
TheFRELIMOwasformedin1962inDar-es-salaam undertheinfluenceofEdwardo
ChivamboMondlane.ItwasacoalitionofMozarnbicanpoliticalmovementsinexile.

In1964,theFRELIMOwagedanarmedresistanceagainstthePortuguesecolonial
administrators in Mozambique.The contribution ofthe FRELIMO towards the
attainmentofindependenceinMozambiquewasasfollows:

 The Frontforthe Liberation ofMozambique (FRELIMO)established its
headquartersinTanzaniaatBagamoyowhereMozambicanfreedom fighters
weretrained.

 Consequently,theFRELIMOledamassrecruitmentoffreedom fightersthat
weretrainedinguerrillawarfaretactics.

 TheFRELIMOmobilisedandsensitizedMozambicannationalswhogavefull
supporttothemovementagainstthePortugueseadministrators.

 ThemovementmanagedtobeatthespynetworkofthePortugueseand
openedupguerrillabasesdeepinsideMozambiqueinNteteandNiassa.The
baseswereusedtolaunchsurpriseattacksontheadministrativeandmilitary
postsofthePortuguese.

 With mondlane as president,the FRELIMO provided charismatic and
influentialleadershipnecessaryforthestruggleagainstthePortuguese.

 TheFRELIMOwonsupportofthecommunistpowersliketheSovietUnion,
ChinaandCuba,whoextendedmoralandmilitaryaidinform oftrainingand
equipment.

 Apartfrom Tanzania,theFRELIMOopenedupotherexternalbasesinZambia
and Malawi.The movementused these bases to wage attacks on the
PortuguesecolonialadministrationinMozambiquefrom differentexternal
posts.

 The movementestablished liberated zones where Mozambicans were
empoweredpoliticallytoengageindecisionmakingatthegrassroots.The
FRELIMO established health centers and elementary schools in these
liberatedvillageswheremassesenjoyedexemptionsfrom compulsorytaxes
andothersocio-economicbenefits.

 Theorganisationdidmuchtoweakenethnicism duringthestruggleagainst
thePortuguese.TheFRELIMOinsteadpromotednationalunity.Itreconciled
thefamousMakondewithothergroupsinthecentralandsouthernregions
liketheMakua.TheunityofMozambicansledtotheirsuccessagainstthe
Portuguese.

 InSeptember1964,theFRELIMO wagedanarmedresistanceagainstthe
Portuguese colonial administration in Mozambique. The Mozambican
resistancethroughmilitarism weakenedthePortugueseeconomicallyand
militarily.

 The FRELIMO won recognition from the UNO as a nationalmovement
representingtheMozambicannationalcause.Hence,membersoftheUNO
gavemoralandfinancialsupporttotheFRELIMOandimposedsanctionson
Portugal.



 DespitethepresenceofothermovementsliketheCOREMO,theFRELIMO
wasoutstandingandtherefore,wonrecognitionoftheOAU.Throughthe
liberationcommittee,theOAUextendedmoralandfinancialassistancetothe
FRELIMOtofundtheliberationstruggle.

 TheFRELIMOenteredintotheCONCPalliancewiththeMPLAofAngolaand
thePAIGCofGuineaBissau.TheCONCPenabledtheliberationmovementsto
sharemilitarystrategiesandlogisticsthatweakenedthePortuguese.

 The movementscored militarysuccess againstthe Portuguese colonial
administration.In December1972,the FRELIMO murdered around four
hundredPortuguesesoldiersofAfricanoriginandaroundnineteenplanes
weredestroyedatMueda,ThemilitarycausaltiesscoredbytheFRELIMO
weakenedthePortuguesemilitarily.

 TheFRELIMOrecognisedtheroleofwomenandrecruitmentmanyofthem in
thepoliticalandmilitaryranks.Womenservedasspies,fightersandnurses
duringtheliberationstruggle.

 Themovementhelddiscussionswiththenewsocialistmilitarygovernmentin
Portugalof Antonio de Spinola and an agreement was reached for
MozambiquetoattainindependenceonJune25,1975.

 The FRELIMO led by Samora Machel accepted the instruments of
independencefrom thePortugueseandestablishedthefirstindependent
governmentofmajorityAfricans.

THEROLEOFEDWARDOCHIVAMBOMONDLANE

ReferenceQuestions;
1.Assess the role ofEdwardo Chivambo Mondlane in the Mozambican

liberationstruggle.
2. Explain the influence ofEdwardo Mondlane on the deolonisation of

Mozambique
 EdwardoMondlaneinfluencedtheestablishmentoftheFRELIMO,whichwas

amergerofthedifferentpoliticalmovementsinexile.Hebecamethefirst
presidentoftheFRELIMO.

 Heconsequently,iedtotheestablishmentofexternalbasesinTanzania,
Zambia and Malawifrom where attacks were launched against the
PortuguesecolonialadministrationinMozambique.

 MondlaneledtheFRELIMOtoestablishinternalbasesinMozambiquebehind
theintelligencenetworkofthePortuguese.Theinternalbaseswereusedto
sabotage the Portuguese colonialinstallationsand militarypostslike at
Mueda.

 Hegavecharismaticleadershiptotheliberationstruggleattheinitialstage
especiallybetween1964and1969.

 HesuccessfullylaunchedanarmedresistancethroughtheFRELIMOagainst
thePortugueseinSeptember1964.

 Hegaveaclearpoliticalprogram fortheliberationstruggle,suchthateven
afterhisassassination,theFRELIMO leadershipremainedfocusedtothe
struggleforindependence.

 Edwardo successfullymobilised and recruited Mozambican masses who
weretrainedinguerrillawarfaretacticstofightforindependence.

 Mondlane soughtintervention ofthe UNO in Mozambique following the
delayeddecolonisationbythePortuguese.TheUN wentaheadtoimpose
sanctionsonPortugal,whichweakenedthecolonialmastereconomically.



 Edwardo Chivambo Mondlane commanded respectfrom the leaders of
independentAfricanstatesandthroughtheOAU'sliberationcommittee;they
extencedsupporttotheFRELIMOagainstthePortuguese.

 Edwardomobilizedthesmallbourgeoisieclassofpettytracers.Workersand
theeducatedtosupporttheliberationstruggleagainstthePortuguese.

 MondlanecalledforunityamongthedifferentethnicgroupsMozambiquein
ordertodefeatthePortuguese.ThemajorethnicgroupsweretheMakonde,
Via.kuaandTsonga.

ANGOLANCIVILWARSINCE1976

Revisionquestions:
1.ExaminethecausesandeffectsofthecivilwarinAngolain1975
2.Discussthefactorsthatledtothecollapseofmassnationalism inAngolain

1975
3.AccountforthecivilwarinAngolaby1975
AssoonasAngolaregainedherindependencefrom PortugalonNovember11,1975,
herjubilationwasshortlived.ThenewAfricanledgovernmentofmainlytheMPLA
wasplungedintowarwiththeUNITA-FNLAalliance.Sincethen,chaosreignedinthe
country.

TheMPLAgovernmentatLuandafirstunderAgustinhoNetoandlaterDosSantos
battledwiththeUNITAdominatedrebelsledbyJonasSavimbiandHoldenRoberto
from 1976.Theoriginofthiscivilwarandthefactorsthatprolongeditincludedthe
following:
 ThecolonialhistoryofAngolaledtotheoutbreakofthecivilwar.Angoladuring

thePortugueserulewasfracturedbythecolonialpolicyofdivideandrulewhich
plantedtheseedofethnicityandmicronationalism.Thepolicyheightenedthe
pre-coionialhatredamongthetribesi.e.theBakongo,MbunduandOvimbundu.
Angolansbecametiedtotheirtriballoyaltiesthanthecountry.Thisexplainswhy
theyfoughtalongtriballinesduringthewarofindependence.Itlaterinfluenced
thecivilwar.

 Angolawasinadequatelypreparedforindependence.Afterthe1974coupin
Lisbon,thePortuguesegovernmentwasinahurrytowithdraw from Africaand
turnherattentiontodomesticproblems.Atthetime,Angolawasinurgentneed
ofawell-organisedpolice,nationalarmyandcivilservicetoensureasmooth
transition from colonialrule to independence.Nothing was done by the
Portuguesetoachievethishowever.Consequently,theMPLA,theFNLAandthe
UNITAdeclaredindependenceseparatelyandretainedtheirregionalarmies.

 Militarization ofthe Angolan politics led to the civilwar.On the eve of
independence,theformerguerillagroupshadestablishedlargearmiesthatwere
stronglyequippedandbattlehardened.Nothingwasdonetodisarm them as
agreedearlierinIvoryCoastin1974.Consequently,theMPLAremainedwithan
armedforceof1.5milliontroopsmainlyinthecentralregion.Inthenorth,the
FNLA retained oversevenhundred thousand troopswhiletheUNITA would
mobiliseabouttwomillionespeciallyinthesouthernregion.Failuretodisarm the
liberationmovementsmadeiteasierforthecountrytobreakintoacivilwar.

 EthnicdifferencesfannedthegroundfortheAngolancivilwar.Asnotedbefore,
ethnicism startedlongbeforecolonialruleandwasworsenedbythePortuguese
asastrategytogoverntheirAngolansubjectsanddestroynationalharmony.
Ethnicitycreatedsuspicions,mistrustandthereforecompromisednationalunity.
TheMPLAandherleadershipwerepredominantlysupportedbytheMbundu;the
Ovimbundu barked UNITA whiletheBakongo werebehind FNLA.Therefore,



ethnicrivalryfacilitatedthecivilwar.
 IdeologicaldifferencesfurtherdividedAngolansandpreparedgroundforacivil

strife.Soonafterindependence,Angolawascaughtupincoldwarpolitics.The
MPLAasapartyandgovernmentwereundercommunistinfluence,patronised
andsupportedbythecommuniststatesoftheSovietUnionandCuba.Onthe
otherhand,theUNITAandFNLAwereinclinedtowardsthecapitalistwestern
powers.Thiscreatedideologicalconflicts,whichfavouredthecivilwar.The
Angolancivilwartherefore,wasaproxywar(foughtonbehalfofcoldwar
powers).

 PersonalambitionscontributedtotheAngolancivilwar.Thiswasevidentlong
beforeindependence.Atthecentreofthiswasgreedforpowerandclashof
personalities.AgustinhoNeto,HoldenRobertoandJonasSavimbiwereunwilling
tocompromiseforthesakeofnationalinterestandunity.Instead,thepolitical
leadersweredrivenbymicro-nationalism andmilitarism inabidtoretainpolitical
office.

 ThecharacterandpersonalityofJonasSavimbiledtothecivilwarinAngola.
Savimbi was uncompromising and power hungry,he rejected the pre-
independenceelectionsandthesubsequentelectionsthatfollowed.Savimbi
preferredamilitaryapproachtoapoliticalsolutiontotheAngolanproblem.Asa
warlord,hehadaccumulatedmassivewealthcourtesyofthecivilwar.Nowonder
heneverrespectedthecallfrom theUnitedNationsandtheOAUforpeacetalks
withtheMPLAgovernment.

 TheindiscriminativepolicyandcharacterofAgustinhoNetomadethecivilwar
inevitable.Hewasarrogantandegoistic;hepreferrednottosharethepolitical
cakewithleadersoftheFNLAandtheUNITAwhohadpartlyhelpedtoweaken
thePortuguesecolonialgovernmentduringtheliberationwar.Nowonderthat
Netowasreluctantforapowersharingagreementandneverconcentratedduring
thepeacetalkswithJonasSavimbi.

 WeaknessanddoublestandardsoftheOAUescalatedthecivilwar.Amongthe
principlesoftheOAUwasthenon-interferenceintheaffairsofamemberstates;
hencethecontinentalbodywasreluctanttointerveneintheAngolanquestion.
Consequently,somemembersoftheOAUlikeMobutuofCongoZairesupported
the UNITA forces againstthe Angolan MPLA government.On the eve of
independence,theOAU supportedacoalitiongovernmentofalltheliberation
movementsbutlaterturnedouttosupporttheMPLAgovernment,whichannoyed
theFNLAandtheUNITA.

 FailureoftheNakurupeaceaccord(protocol)of1974worsenedpoliticsin
Angola.ThepeaceagreementinKenyawassupportedbytheOAUunderthe
chairmanshipofKenyanpresidentDanielArapMoi;accordingtotheNakuru
PeaceAccord,theFNLA,MPLA andtheUN1TA weretoagreeonacoalition
government before democratic elections were organised shortly after
independence.Thecoalitiongovernmentwashowever,short-livedduetothe
divergenceininterestsamongtheliberationleaders.Thefailureoftheproposed
coalisiongovernmentlaidgroundforacivilwar.

 TheeconomicwealthofAngolaledtothecivilwar:Angolaisendowedwith
naturalmineralslikediamondsandoilthatweredistributedinthedifferent
regionsofthecountry.Theliberationmovementscontrolledareaswithmineral
depositsandthishinderednegotiationsforapoliticalsettlementtotheAngolan
conflict.TheUNITAcontrolleddiamonddepositsinKabinda,whichmadeSavimbi
awarlord.Consequently,theMPLAgovernmentledbyAgustinhoNetomadea
controversialminingdealwithEuropeanminingcompanieswherethemineral
returnswouldbenefittheMPLAasapartythantheentirenationofAngola.Other
leaderslikeSavimbicondemnedtheMPLA agreementwithEuropeanmining



companies,whichcausedthecivilwar.
 ThedoublestandardsoftheUnitedNationsOrganisationfacilitatedthecivilwar

in Angola.The UN SecurityCouncilcondemned militarism in Angola after
independence butmemberstates ofthe UN wentahead and sold military
equipmenttodifferentmilitarygroupsinvolvedinthecivilwar.TheUSAclosely
relatedwithJonasSavimbithroughmineralandarmsdeals,whichfacilitatedthe
strengthoftheUNITA.



TheeffectsofthecivilwarinANGOLA

ReferenceQuestion
1.AssesstheimpactofthecivilwarinAngola
2.Howdidthecivilstrifeof1975to2002affectthepeopleofAngola?
 TheAngolancivilwarprolongedhumansuffering.ThehopeofAngolansenjoying

the fruits ofindependence was destroyed.Instead,the warcaused untold
suffering,misery,insecurity,fearandotherrelatedeffects.

 Areasonablenumberofpeoplelosttheirlivesinthewarwhileotherswereleft
withamputatedandmimedbodies.Consequently,therewasmassivedestruction
ofpropertythatincludedhomesteads,gardensandotherinfrastructures.

 TheeconomiclifeinAngolawasleftinshambles.Inthewar-affectedareas,
agriculturecametoastandstill,tradewasdisruptedandintheend,rampant
povertyandscarcityofessentialcommoditieswereexperienced.Thedisruption
ofagricultureledtoseverefoodshortageinsomeregionsofAngolaespeciallyin
thecentralandnorthernregions.

 Thecivilwarcaused heavygovernmentexpenditure:the MPLAwasted much
ofthegovernment revenues on military hardwaretothe disadvantage of
other government departments. This antagonized national planning and
development.

 TheAngolancivilwarledtomassdisplacementofthepeopleinternallyand
externally.ManyoftheAngolanpeoplemovedandsettledintheneighboring
statesespeciallyCongoZaireandNamibia,thus,worseningtherefugeecrisisin
theregion.Bythetimeofthecease-fireinthelate1990's,therewereoverfour
millionAngolanrefugeessettledinZimbabwe,Zambia,Zaire,andNamibia.

 Duringthecoldwarperiod,Angolabecameatheatreoftheideologicalwarofthe
superpowers.TheUNITAcameundertheinfluenceofcapitalism andreceived
aidfrom theUSAandSouthAfricawhiletheMPLAhadinfluenceoftheSoviet
UnionandCuba.Therefore,thecivilwarinAngolawasaproxywarfoughton
behalfofthesuperpowers.

 Angola during the civilwarsuffered from externalinterference,which later
promotedneo¬colonialism inthecountry.Apartfrom coldwarpowers,Portugal
theformercolonialmothertoAngolatookadvantageofcivilwartocontainher
influenceinthecountry.Angolawasformedtosellherdiamondsandoiltobig
powersinexchangeformilitaryequipment.

 Thewarcausedmilitarizationofpoliticsinthecountry.Thecultureofthegun
becamedeeplyappreciatedinthepoliticsofAngola.Thiscompromisednational
securitysincethecountrysidewasleftatthemercyofMPLAsoldiersandUNITA
rebels.

 ThecivilwarinAngoladividedthecountryfurther.Theunrestescalatedthe
ethnic tension,which affected nationalunity and facilitated the MPLA
dictatorship.The MPLA governmenttried to forge unitythrough promoting
democracybutallinvain.DosSantosorganizedelectionsin1992whichresults
wererejectedbySavirnbiongroundsoftribalhatred.Failureofconstitutional
democracyforcedDosSantos'governmenttousecoercivemeansintheguiseof
ensuringnationalharmonyinthecountry.

 TheAngolancivilwardividedtheOAUandbecameanobstacletotheconceptof
PanAfricanism.OutsideAngola,membersoftheOAUbecamedividedasAfrican
governmentsliketheMobutuadministrationsupportedthecivilwarthroughthe
aidingtheUNITArebelswhileotherscondemnedsuchconspiracy.

 TheAngolancivilwardelayedtheindependenceofotherstatesinSouthern
AfricaespeciallySouthWestAfrica(Namibia)andSouthAfrica.ApartheidSouth
AfricamaintainedherselfinSouth WestAfrica on claims ofpreventingthe



spread of communism from Angola.Consequently,Namibia received
independence in 1990 while South Africa gained freedom from apartheid
dominationin1994.

 ThecivilwarexposedthedoublestandardsoftheUnitedNationsandthis
discreditedtheinternationalcustodianofworldpeace.TheAngolancivilwar
becameapersonalissueontheUNagendathananinternationalproblem tobe
solved.ManyoftheUNmembersofWesternEuropesupportedtheUNITArebels
throughtheNATO.

 Positively,the wardrew the attention ofinternationalagencies like the
InternationalCommitteeoftheRedCross,theUNICEF,andtheUnitedNations
HighCommissionforRefugees.Theagenciescameinduetothehumanitarian
problemshence,gaveassistanceinform offood,medicineandclothestothe
victimsofwar.

THEMOZAMBICANCIVILWAR(1977-1994)
Mozambique justlike Angola succumbed to civilunrestafterregaining her
independence from Portugalin 1975.The civilwarbroke outbetween the
MozambicanLiberationFront(FRELIMO)governmentunderSamaraMachelandthe
MozambicanNationalResistance(RENAMO)rebelsofAlfonsoDhlakama.

Causes

ReferenceQuestions:
1.AccountfortheoutbreakofthecivilwarinMozambiquein1977
2.ExaminethecausesandconsequencesoftheMozambicancivilwar
3.Accountforthecollapseofmassnationalism inMozambiqueby1977
4.Towhatextentwascoloniallegacyresponsiblefortheoutbreakofcivilunrestin

Mozambiquein1977?
5.HowfarwastheFRELIMOgovernmentresponsiblefortheMozambicancivilwar

of1977?
 ThePortugueseuseddivideandrulepolicyinMozambique.Theyencouraged

tribalism inthecountrybyallyingwithminoritytribesagainsttheMakonde.By
doingso,thePortugueseaimedatweakeningmassnationalism andisolatingthe
FRELIMO,whichwasledanddominatedbytheMakonde.ThePortuguesedivide
andrulepolicyleftnoroom foraunitedcountryatindependence.

 Theunfairrepresentationinthenew independentgovernmentcausedthecivil
unrestinMozambique.Ontheeveofindependence,thenew militaryregimeof
Portugalsigned a treatywith the FRELIMO in September1974.The treaty
excludedotherminornationalistsgroupsliketheRevolutionaryCommitteeof
Mozambique (COREMO) from the politicalsettlement.This was further
reinforcedbytheunfairrepresentationofthevariousliberationgroupsinthenew
Angolangovernment.ThedefeatedMozambicangroupsinthe1975elections
formedtheRENAMOtofightagainsttheFRELIMOgovernment.

 TheFRELIMOgovernmentpolicyofbanningotherMozambicanpoliticalpartiesin
1977causedpoliticalgrievancesthatescalatedintowar.Afterindependence,
Samora'sadministrationturnedMozambiqueinto aonepartyMarxiststate.
Otherpoliticalgroups like COREMO were eliminated from the politics of
Mozambique.This politicalelimination aroused sentiments among masses
especiallythosewhowantedamulti-partysystem ofgovernance.Inanattempt
tofightfortheirrights,theMozarnbicansresortedtoviolenceandbloodshed
throughtheactivitiesoftheRENAMO.

 Authoritarianism anddictatorshipoftheFRELIMOcontributedtothecivilunrest.
Despotism waspracticedfirstbySamoraMachelandlatersustainedbyJoachim



Chissano.The FRELIMO administration censored the press and persecuted
liberties of Mozarnbicans.The authoritarian policies of the independent
governmentannoyedtheMozarnbicanswhocherisheddemocracy.Manyothers
wereoftheCatholicChurch,whichtheFRELIMOgovernmentregarded,ashostile
tohercommunistpolicies.

 Militarism inthecountryfurnishedgroundsforpoliticalchaosinMozambique.
TheMozambicanwarofindependenceexposedthemassestomilitarism andthe
cultureofthegun.Itwasthereforeeasytomobilizemassesintoarebellion.This
explainswhytheRENAMOwasabletoestablishbasesinthecountrysidevery
quickly.

 TheambitionsandgreedforpowerbypoliticalleaderslikeAlfonsoDhlakama
wasanadditionalfactorincausingtheMozambicancivilwar.Alfonsoexploited
thediscontentmentofthepeopleandwantedtousemilitarymeanstoachieve
politicalandmaterialbenefits.Hetherefore,organisedtheRENAMOforcesand
launchedawaragainsttheFRELIMOgovernment.

 Economic factors occasioned instability in the country.Independence in
Mozambiquefailedtobringanytangiblebenefitstothemasses.Thecountry
suffered from wide spread poverty and other related problems like
unemployment.The liberation warveterans were dissatisfied with the land
distribution and the agrarian policies pursued by the government.Outof
frustrations,somejoinedtheRENAMO forces.Thereisnodoubtthatbiting
povertyandunemploymentpreparedfertilegroundsforarebellion.

 EthnicdifferencesamongMozarnbicansfrustratednationalunity.Mostofthe
peoplelovedtheirtribesmorethantheircountry.Manysubgroupswereagainst
theMakondewhodominatedthegovernment.Theseethnicdifferenceswere
reinforcedbyreligiousconflictsandcolonialhistory.

 Conflictsinpoliticalideologydividedthecountryfurther. TheFRELIMO was
Marxist(communist)anddenouncedcapitalism inallitsforms.Intheirdream of
building a socialist state,the FRELIMO adopted radical measures like
nationalisationofthemajorcapitalventures.Thisinfluenced manyproperty
ownersandtherichtosupporttheRENAMOwhowassympathetictocapitalism.

 SouthAfricaplayedaprominentroleindestabilisingtheMaputogovernment.
Apartfrom thefearofcommunism,theapartheidgovernmentinPretoriawas
alarmedbyMozambicanroleasafrontlinestateandhersupporttotheANC.
Thus,SouthAfricagavetheRENAMO financialandmilitaryassistanceasa
countermeasureagainsttheFRELIMOgovernment.

 Neo-colonialism had a hand in the civilwarin Mozambique.Although the
PortuguesepulledoutofMozambiquein1975,Portugalcontinuedtosearchfor
influencein Mozambique.SomeofthePortugueselosttheircapitalatthe
expense ofthe MarxistMozambican government.Many others dreamtof
regainingtheirprivilegesduringthecolonialperiod.Besides,thePortuguese
governmentwantedtoestablishaneo-colonialinfluenceinMozambiquebuthad
noconnectionwithSamora.ThisforcedthePortuguesetosupporttheRENAMO.

 ThewarwasfavouredbytheweaknessoftheOAUthatwasitselfdividedby
ideologicalconflicts.TheOAUwasinactivepartlyduetotheprincipleofnon-
interferenceintheaffairsofthemembercountry.Thisattitudewasalsofound
amongneighbouringstatesofMozambique.Therefore,theineffectivenessofthe
OAUprolongedtheMozambicancivilwar.

 The double standard ofthe United Nations contributed to the civilwarin
Mozambique.Though the UN Security Councilcondemned the unrestin
Mozambique,andpledgedto solvetheconflict,no meaningfulresultswere
achieveduntil1994.TonoteisthatsomeofthemajorpowersofUNliketheUSA,
theUSSRandBritainhadpoliticalandeconomicinterestsinMozambique,which



contributedtothecivilanarchy.
 ItisalsoarguedthatthecivilwarinAngolahadanimpactonMozambique.Since

thetwosharedsimilarcolonialexperience,therebellionofSavimbiandthe
UNITAagainsttheMPLAgovernmentcouldhaveinspiredtheRENAMO under
DhlakamatofightagainsttheFRELIMOgovernment.

Effectsofthecivilwar

ReferenceQuestions:
1.AssesstheimpactofthecivilwarinMozambique
2.Howdidthecivilstrifeof1977to1994affectthepeopleofMozambique?
 Thewarledtomassivelossoflivesanddestructionofproperty.About1.5million

peopleperishedinthewarduetofighting,famineandotherrelatedproblems.A
lotofpropertybothgovernmentandprivatewaseitherdestroyedordamaged.

 Therewaseconomicretardation.Thewarhinderedagriculture,industrialisation
andscaredawaypotentialforeigninvestors.TheFRELIMOgovernmentdiverted
nationalresourcestosustainthewar:themilitarybudgetmorethantrippledat
theexpenseofsocialandeconomicneeds.

 Duringthewar,SamoraMachelwasassassinatedinaplanecrashin1986
OctoberattheborderofMozambiqueandSouthAfrica.Thoughthecausestill
remainsamystery,theblamegoestothegovernmentofPretoriathatsupported
theRENAMOrebels.

 The civilwarin Mozambique forced the FRELIMO governmentinto heavy
borrowing to compensate economic and socialretardation.The external
borrowingincreasedthedebtburdenofMozambiqueandleftthecountryatthe
mercyoftheinternationalcommunity

 Thecivilwardelayedtheconsolidationofnationalunityandindependencein
Mozambique.Thisisbecausethecountrywasincreasinglydependentonforeign
powersforassistance,andthisworsenedtheneo-colonialproblem.

 The Mozambican civilwarstrained relations between the governmentof
MozambiqueandapartheidSouthAfrica.Whereastheapartheidregimegave
intensivesupporttoRENAMO,theMaputogovernmentcompliedthroughaidto
theANC.Hence,counterblamesweredirectedtoeithergovernment.

 Consequently,theMozambicancivilwardelayedtheliberationofSouthAfrica.
TheMaputoandPretoriagovernmentsplayedablamegamethatmadethe
apartheidregimetoconsolidatehersupporttotheRENAMO asapreventive
measuretothesupportreceivedbytheANCfrom theFRELiMOgovernment.

 ThecivilstrifeledtothemilitarisationofMozambicanpolitics.Between1977and
1994,theFRELIMOandtheRENAMOusedthepoweroftheguntoachievetheir
interestsattheexpenseofthenationalcause.

 Thecivilwarcompromised nationalunity.Thecountrybecameincreasingly
fracturedduetoethnic,politicalandideologicaldifferences.

 Coldwarpoliticswaspromotedinthecountrybecauseofthecivilwar.TheUSSR
andtheUSAsupportedtheFRELIMOandtheRENAMOrespectivelyinorderto
satisfytheirideologicalinterests.ThiswasasetbacktoAfricannationalism and
politicaldevelopmentinMozambiquesincethecivilstrifebecameaproxywar.

 ThewarcreatedarefugeecrisisinSouthernAfrica.Thousandsofpeoplemainly
womenandchildrenmovedtoneighbouringcountriesofZambiaandSouth
Africaforsecuritypurposeandsurvival.Othersbecameinternallydisplaced.

 Positively,theMozambicancivilwarmadethepeopleofMozambiquetorealize
theiridentityandtheimportanceofnationalunityattheexpenseofethnic
nationalism.Afteralotofsuffering,thepeopleputpressureonthegovernment



toseekforapoliticalsolutionwiththeRENAMOrebels.
 Consequently,thewarledtointernationalintervention.Organizationslikethe

UnitedNations,theInternationalCommitteeoftheRedCross,theOrganisationof
AfricanUnityandtheSouthernAfricanDevelopmentCommunityintervenedwith
the hope ofsolving the Mozambican problem amicably.This international
pressure led to peace talksbetween the FRELIMO governmentofJoachim
ChissanoandtheRENAMOrebelgroupofDhiakama.Apeacefulsolutionanda
cease-fireagreementwerereachedatin1994,whichendedthecivilwar.

 TheRENAMOwastransformedintoapoliticalpartyandhasparticipatedinthe
lastthreepresidentialelectionsthoughlosingalltheattempts.Consequently,the
RENAMO fighters were integrated into the Mozambican national army.
Consequently,theRENAMOrebelswereintergratedintothenationalforcesand
thus,theMozambicancivilwarwasthefirstsuccessfullysettledcivilconflictin
Africa.

 ThecivilwarexposedtheweaknessesoftheOAUinitseffortstofindalasting
solutiontotherampantcivilwarsonthecontinent.

 The Mozambican civilwarexposed the double standards ofthe UN,Most
membersoftheinternationalpeacekeepingbodycondemnedtheactivitiesof
theRENAMOinsabotagingpeaceandstabilityinthecountrybutnevertookany
meaningfulstepstointervene.Inparticular,membersoftheUN from Western
Europe,whoco-operatedundertheNATOsupportedtheRENAMOrebelsagainst
theMarxistgovernmentofMozambique.

Classassignment:
DiscussthefactorsthatfacilitatedtheendofthecivilwarinMozambiqueby1994

NATIONALISM INCENTRALAFRICA

THECENTRALAFRICANFEDERATION1953-63
CentralAfricawasdominatedbyGreatBritaininhercoloniesofNorthernRhodesia
(Zambiasince1964),SouthernRhodesia(Zimbabwesince1980)andNyasaland
(Malawisince1963).LikeotherpartsofAfrica,theregionwassignificantlyaffected
bythewindofchangewhichsweptacrossthecontinentfollowingtheendofWorld
WarIIin1945.Amongtheeventsthatoccurredintheperiodwastheformationof
theCentralAfricanFederation(CAF).

TheCentralAfricanFederation(CAF)wasaconstitutionalarrangementoftheBritish
CentralAfrican territories (protectorates)ofNorthern Rhodesia,Nyasaland and
SouthernRhodesia.ItwasalooseunionofthethreeBritishcoloniesinCentra!Africa
initiatedbytheBritishLabourPartygovernmentunderPrimeMinisterClementAtlee.
Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland were predominantly African while Southern
Rhodesiawaseffectivelyunderwhitesettlerssince1891.

TheproposalfortheestablishmentoftheCAFwaspassedataLondonConference
of1950.SomeLabourparliamentarianswerehowever,opposedtothefederationbut,
unfortunately,theLabourgovernmentlosttotheConservativePartywhocameto
powerinOctober1951.TheideaoffederatingBritishCentralAfricawashence,
implementedbytheregimeofWinstonChurchill,PrimeMinisteroftheConservative
Government,andhisColonialSecretaryLyttletonOliver.

TheamalgamationofthethreeBritishCentralAfricanProtectorateswasproposed
by the whites in Salisbury,led by Muggins,and eagerly supported by their
counterpartsinNorthernRhodesialedbyWelensky.Thiswasaclearindicationthat



theideaofthefederationwaspurelyaracistattribute.

ThereasonsbehindtheformationoftheCentralAfricanFederationevolvedaround
thepoliticalandeconomicinterestsoftheBritishGovernmentononehandandthe
whitesettlersinCentralAfricaontheother.Theyincludedthefollowing:

ReferenceQuestions:
1.AccountfortheformationoftheCentralAfricanFederation
2.WhydidthewhitesofSouthernRhodesiaproposeaunionwithNyasaland

andNorthernRhodesia?
 Thedesirebythecolonialgovernmenttoreduceonthecostsofcolonial

administration in the centralAfrican region led to the formation ofthe
federation.ThecolonialofficeinBritainbelievedthatafederationincentral
Africawouldfacilitateeasyadministrationintheregion.Theylookedatthe
balkanisation(division)ofthethreeterritoriesasunwisebecauseitincreased
thecostsofadministration.Atthesametime,thewhitesettlerswouldassist
intheadministrationofCentralAfricathanrecruitingadministrativeofficials
from Britain.Thefederationwashenceanattempttonotonlyovercomethe
balkanisationofAfricabutalsotoreduceontheadministrativecostsbythe
colonialoffice.

 Consequently,the merger(amalgamation)ofthe three territories into a
federationwasdesignedtoforgeunitybetweenthewhitesettlersandthe
Africannatives.Thecolonialgovernmentfeltthattheracialconflictbetween
whitesandtheAfricannativesincentralregioncouldbebroughttoanend
throughafederation.Theviewwasthat,withtime,Africanpoliticalrightsand
powerwouldgraduallyevolveuntiltheywerepoliticallyequaltoEuropeans,to
shareinthegovernmentofthefederation.TheBritishgovernmentwasalsoto
actasthewatchdogofAfricaninterests,andensurethatAfricanpolitical
powerwasadvancedinstages.Therefore,theCAPwasaimedatpromoting
racialintegrationofwhitesettlersandtheAfricansinBritishCentralAfrica.

 ThefearofthegrowingtideofAfricannationalism ledtothecreationofthe
federation.TheAfricansintheregionliketheirfellowsonthecontinentwere
increasinglyrestlessafterWorldWarII.Theelitesandtheex-servicemenof
WorldWarIIwereimpatientlydemandingforcivilrightsandfreedoms.Their
agitationsthreatenedtounderminepeaceandstabilityintheregion.The
Britishgovernmentathomehopedtocontainmilitantnationalism ofAfricans
throughthefederation.TheBritishsettlersintheregionalsosupportedthe
amalgamationasadeliberateattemptto pre-empttheemergenceofan
Africanindependencemovement.Theyrealizedthatthenaturalandhuman
resourcesavailablewouldmakethem economicallypowerful(likewhitesin
SouthAfrica)toresistallmovestowardsAfricanmajorityrule.Thefederation
would therefore,contain African nationalism in.Southern Rhodesia and
preventthe impending independence ofthe protectorates ofNorthern
Rhodesia and Nyasaland,-which was perceived as being influenced by
communistforces.

 Consequently,theaftermath(impact)ofWorldWarIIinfluencedtheformation
ofafederation.Tonoteisthattheideaofafederationwasconceivedbefore
thewartime(1939-1945)andduringthisperiod,aninter-territorialsecretariat
was established in 1941 to encourage cooperation between the three
territoriesofBritishCentralAfrica.Thesecretariatwaslaterreplacedwitha
strongerCentralAfricanCouncilinJune1945.Thecouncilwouldmeettwice
ayeartocoordinateaffairslikemigrantlabour(movementofworkershad
beenrestrictedbytherigidPassLaws).Thecouncilconsistedofthethree



governorsandaleadingpoliticianeach.WorldWarIIchangedthepolicyofthe
Britishgovernmentandinfluencedthem tosupportthedebateforafederation
inCentralAfrica.

 Thethreatposedbythe1938HiltonYoungCommissioncreatedanimpact,
whichmadethe,federationofBritishCentralAfricanterritoriesinevitable.
ThiscommissionheadedbyHiltonYoungrecommendedaclosercooperation
between Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland with the British EastAfrican
territoriesinthenorth.Thecommissionsightedgreatopportunitiesinthis
cooperation for majority Africans of the two British CentralAfrican
protectorates.Suchlinkupbetweenthe'blackcolonies'to(BritishEastAfrica)
inthenorthwasviewedbythesettlersinSouthernRhodesiaasdangerous.
Instead,theysupportedtheideaofaCentralAfricanfederation.

 Thepoliticalandeconomicstatusacquiredbythewhitesettlersintheregion
influencedthecreationoftheCentralAfricanFederation.Thewhitesettlers
throughoutthecolonialperiodhadacquiredamasteryposition,whichwas
nowbeingthreatenedbythenativeAfricans.Inabidtopreservetheirmastery
status,thesettlerssupportedafederationwithhopethatitwouldpostpone
the emergence of an African led government.This racist view was
championed bySirRoyWelenskyin Northern Rhodesia and SirGodfrey
MugginsinSouthernRhodesia.

 ThevictoryoftheNationalistPartyin1948inSouthAfricainfluencedthe
formationoftheCentralAfricanFederation.TheNationalistPartyvictory
broughttopowertheBoersandtheirpolicyofApartheid.Apartheidscaredthe
whitesinCentralAfricawhowereofBritishorigin.Theywereawareofthe
DutchhatredtowardstheBritishespeciallyaftertheAnglo-Boerwars.To
containtheBeerinfluencefrom spreadingnorthwardstheBritishsettlers
supportedtheformationoftheCAF.

 Inarelatedview,thecreationoftheapartheidsystem inSouthAfricacould
havehadapositiveinfluenceonthecreationoftheCentralAfricanFederation.
TheBritishsettlersinCentralAfricacouldhavebeeninfluencedtosupportthe
CentralAfricanFederationafterthesuccessfulcreationofthewhiteminority
governmentinSouthAfrica.ThisSouthAfricanracistgovernmentgavehope
tosettlersinCentralAfricaofapossiblewhiteracistgovernmentintheregion.

 TheBritishgovernmentwantedtocountertheanti-Britishsentimentsposed
bytheAfrikanersinSouthAfrica.TheAfrikanersinSouthAfricahadwanted
toestablishcooperationwithsettlersinSouthernRhodesiaandencourage
them tocuttieswithEngland.GreatBritaintherefore,approvedtheformation
oftheCentralAfricanFederation(CAF)intheneighborhoodofSouthAfricaas
amultiracialsocietythatwassupportiveofBritishgovernmentinterests.The
ideaofafederationinthecentralregionwashenceperceivedafterthewhite
settlersdeclined(rejected)thepossibilitytojoinAfrikanerdominatedSouth
Africa.TonoteisthatliberalsinbothBritainandSouthernRhodesiastrongly
opposedtheracist(Apartheid)system inSouthAfrica.SettlerslikeMuggins
gotstrongmomentum toshow themselvesasstrongliberalsagainstthe
racistpolicyofSouthAfricawithhopethatinreturntheBritishgovernment
wouldacknowledgetheideaoftheCentralAfricanFederation.

 The rapid economic growth ofSouth Africa scared the Rhodesians in
Salisburytopushforafederation.Theslow growthofSouthernRhodesia's
economy(revenues)createdathreatforapossibleeconomicinfluencein
BritishCentralAfricafrom apowerfulSouthAfrica.TheRhodesianshence
arguedthatthecopperrevenuesinNorthernRhodesiawouldgivethem a
commendableboosttoshunaway(block)SouthAfricaninfluence.By1951,
Rhodesianrevenuesstoodatsixteenandahalfmillionpounds(16.5m),five



andahalfmillionpounds(5.5m)morethanNorthernRhodesiaateleven
millionpounds;butNorthernRhodesiawouldannuallysavearevenuesurplus
offivehundredthousandpounds.ThesettlersofRhodesiawouldonlyaccess
thisrevenuesurplusthroughanamalgamationandthiswouldgivethem
economicconfidenceagainstSouthAfricaneconomicthreat.

 TheeconomicinterdependenceofthethreeBritishcoloniesinCentralAfrica
influenced the emergence ofthe CentralAfrican Federation.Southern
RhodesiawasleadinginindustrialandcommercialactivitieswhileNorthern
Rhodesiawasproductiveincocoaandcoppermining.Bothcoloniesdesired
toexploitthecheaplabourinNyasaland.Thesettlerswishedtousethe
federationtoexploitthemarketinBritain;attractforeigninvestmentsand
moreso,thatthelabourforceinNyasalandandNorthernRhodesiawould
workintheZambiancopperminesandRhodesianindustries.Theenlarged
state(federation)wouldhenceencourageBritishinvestmentsintheregion,
which would strengthen the white dominated state. This economic
prospectivemadethefederationinevitable.

 Theotherargumentfortheformationofthefederationwasbasedonthe
racistattitudeofthewhitesettlers.TheBritishgovernmentin1938issuedthe
'Bledisloe Commission which spentaboutthree weeksin CentralAfrica,
drawingfindingsaboutthepossibilityofafederation.Thefindingsofthe
commissionfavouredtheAfricanpositionagainstthefederationsighting
limited numberofwhitesin Nyasaland and Northern Rhodesia,different
politicaloperatingsystems,andsightingracialsegregation,whichcouldbe
applied againstAfricans.Nonetheless,the racistsettlers pushed fora
federationtothedismayofAfricans.The'BledisloeCommission'hadinstead
proposedthatcooperationcouldonlybepossiblebetweenNyasalandand
NorthernRhodesiawhohadmajorityAfricansandlesssettlers.

 Theneedtocreateanalternativeareaofinvestmentledtotheformationof
theCentralAfricanFederation.TheBritishandSouthAfricaninternational
capitalistswantedthefederationasanalternativeareaofinvestmentto
escapepossiblenationalisationbytheAfrikanersaftertheirsuccessinthe
1948 elections.These (British) investors were scared of losing their
investments and capitalin South Africa.They therefore supported the
formationofafederationinCentralAfricatoenablethem transfertheircapital
andinvestmentstoanewatmosphere.

 ThedesirebythewhitesettlerstoshadeoffcompetitionoftheAfricans
influencedthem tosupporttheformationofafederation.TheAfricansposed
aneconomicthreatotherthanpoliticalthroughtheiropinions.Thismotivated
them toform tradeunionsliketheAfricanMineworkersUnionwhotogether
withotherassociationsliketheLiberalRhodesianSelectionTrustworked
againstthe ambitious labourand economic policies ofthe settlers.In
Northern Rhodesia,the settlers led by Roy Welensky favoured the
amalgamation(federation)tosafeguardtheindustrialcolourbar(i.e.racial
discriminationintheindustries)andthepositionofwhiteminorsasalabour
aristocracy (labourmonopoly);and as the economic activities boomed,
competitionemerged betweenwhitesand Africansovertheemployment
opportunitiesavailableintheminingandcommercialsectors.Toexcludethe
blacks,theracistwhitespromotedtheideaofthefederation.

 The need to exploitthe economiesofscale in the region favoured the
amalgamationofthethreeBritishterritoriesinCentralAfrica.Tothewhites,
thefederationwaslookedatasanavenuetoenjoytheeconomicbenefitsof
theregion.InSalisbury,therewasadesiretoenlargethemarketfortheir
industrialcommoditieswhichinturnwouldincreaserevenueandpromote



commercialandindustrialproduction.Thefederationwasalsodesignedto
open the copperbeltin Northern Rhodesia forthe whites in Southern
Rhodesia,manyofwhom weresufferingfrom unemploymentandeconomic
hardships.

 Consequently,therewasaneedtopromoteeconomicinfrastructuresinthe
region.The federation would enable pullresources (capital)to expand
transportand communication lines,to boosttrade and othereconomic
activities.Thetransport-communicationsystem wasinadequatewithonly
single-track railways to Cape,Beira and Lobito Bay.The authorities in
SouthernRhodesiawishedtobuildalinefrom SalisburytoLourencoMarques
(onMozambicancoastline).Indeedthisdevelopmentwasfinalisedinthe
yearsofthefederationwithpositivenegotiationsforcheapertransportrates
with Belgian and Portuguese governments in Congo and Mozambique
respectively.

 TherewasanurgentneedtoconstructH.E.P.stationstoboasttheindustrial
potentialoftheregion,andthiswouldeasilybefacilitatedthroughcreationof
afederation.Thethreecolonieslackedhydroelectricpowerbecauseitwas
expensivetoharness(produce).Between1940and1950,powerconsumption
especially in Southern Rhodesia had increased by five folds (5 times).
Consequently,ofthe80,000 tonsofcoalneeded forthecopperbeltin
Northern Rhodesia,only54,000 tonswould be realised.Thisforced the
authoritiestopaymoreforSouthAfricanandAmericancoal;andsometimes
payforfirewoodthreetimes(3times)thepriceofcoal.Therefore,therewas
needtoreplacecoalwithhydroelectricpower,whichwasalsonecessaryfor
domesticuse.Fortunately,R.Zambeziandhertributarieswereindulgedwith
the potentialin form ofwaterfalls.Only a federation could attractthe
necessaryfundsforH.E.P.stations.

 Theincreasedinflux(exodus)offoreignsettlersfrom Britaincreatedthe
desiretosecuremorelandforsettlement,whichledtothecreationofthe
CentralAfricanFederation.Thefederationwouldprovideanopportunityfor
acquiringsettlerlandforincreasingBritishsettlersintheregion.Over16,000
whiteimmigrantssettledinSouthernRhodesiaeveryyearandafederation
wouldbeagreatopportunitytoacquireforthem enoughlandforsettlement.
SirGodfrey Huggins,Prime MinisterofSouthern Rhodesia looked ata
federationasameansofsecuringthemuchdesiredrevenuestocaterforthe
welfareoftherapidlyincreasingwhitesettlementinthesouth.

 The white settlers in the centralregion also dreamt of a political
independencefrom metropolitan(mother)Britain,thus,theypushedfora
federation.In1923,thewhitesinSalisburyacquiredaninternalautonomous
statusfrom theBritishcolonialsecretariatinLondon.Theywereallowedto
haveanindependentlegislature,police,armyandafiscalsystem.These
settlerswentfurthertoschemeforafederationinordertochallengethe
British imperialauthority overthe region.Theircounterpartin Northern
Rhodesiahadalsorealisedtheneedtoacquirepoliticalfreedom from the
Britishcolonialoffice,whichwaspossiblethroughaunionwiththeirfellowsin
thesouth.

 TheroleplayedbyAndrewCohenfacilitatedtheformationoftheCAP,Cohen
wasthemostinfluentialandpowerfulliberalintheBritishcolonialofficeand
wasveryinfluentialatthe1950LondonConferencewheretheideaofa
federation ofBritish CentralAfrica was conceived.The conference was
attendedbycolonialofficialsandcivilservantsfrom Britishprotectoratesof
CentralAfrica,Cohensupportedtheideaof'multiracialism/whichwasa
partnershipbetweenAfricansandwhitesettlers.Cohenstronglyadvocated



forthefederationofcolonialterritoriesandthatinBritishCentralAfrica,the
federationwouldcombineunityandtheeconomicprogressofbothAfricans
andwhitesintheregion.

ThenatureofthefederalgovernmentinBritishCentralAfrica
TheCentralAfricanFederationwasgovernedunderthe1953federalconstitution.
Practically,thethreefederalstateswereheadedbyaPrimeMinisterwhosatatthe
headquartersinSalisbury,SouthernRhodesia.Duringitsexistence,theCAPhadtwo
regimes,between1953and1956andfrom 1956to1963.Between1953and1956,
thefederalgovernmentwasheadedbyPremierSirGodfreyHuggins(from Southern
Rhodesia)andfrom 1956to1963,thefederationwasheadedbySirRoyWelensky
(from NorthernRhodesia).

Thecapital(headquarters)ofthefederationwasestablishedatSalisbury,Southern
Rhodesia.!tisherethattheaffairsofthefederationwerecoordinated.
Eachfederalstatehadanassembly(parliament),butthefederationhadanoverall
assemblyinSalisbury.Inthesouth,theassemblywascomposed ofthirty-five
memberseightofwhom wereAfricans.SomeoftheseAfricanswereappointedby
theCAPgovernmentwhileotherswereelectedbythewhitesettlers.

EffectsofCentralAfricanFederation
Referencequestions:
1.AssesstheimpactoftheCentralAfricanFederationonAfricans
2. ExaminetheachievementsoftheCentralAfricanfederationbetween1953and
1963
Thefederationhadbothachievements(positiveeffects)andweaknesses(negative
effects).

Achievements(positiveeffects)
Thefederationbroughteconomicbenefitstotheregion,itcreatedalargemarket,
whichinturnboostedindustrialandagriculturaloutput.Thiseconomicprogresswas
mainlybeneficialtothesettlersinSouthernRhodesiawhowereassuredofready
marketfrom NyasalandandNorthernRhodesia.

Thefederationmotivatedthedomesticincome,whichjumpedtothreehundredsixty
nine(369)millionpoundsin1956from twentysix(26)millionpoundsin1953.
Economic boom was partly helped by the improved price ofcopper,which
consequently,remainedhighontheworldmarket.

Thefederationledto Africansettlementamongmajormining,commercialand
industrialcenters.ItwasanadvantageforAfricanstoexploitthesettlermarket.
AfricansettlementledtoincreasedAfricanproductioninmaize,groundnutsand
otherproduce.In Northern Rhodesia,the African farmers enjoyed benefits of
improved transportand communication,which led to theextension ofmodern
agriculturalservices.
"TheformationoftheCAPledtocreationofemploymentopportunities.Africans
whoworkedinninesandwhitecommercialventuresreapedincreasedwagesand
salaries.EmploymentofAfricansraisedtheirstandardsofliving.

Toharnessindustrialpotential,theCAFgovernmentconstructedKaribadam on
RiverZambezibetween1955and1959.Thedam generatedhydroelectricitypower
andconsequentlyboostedindustrialminingandothereconomicactivitiesinthe
region.



Consequently,theconstructionofKaribadam onRiverZambezicreatedthelargest
manmadelakeintheworld,whichbecameatouristattraction.Thousandsoftourists
from EuropeflockedtheregiontoseeLakeKaribawhich,togetherwithVictoriaFalls
fetchedextrarevenuesforthefederalgovernment.

The federation occasioned rapid growth in terms of improved transport,
communication and urbanization.The improvementdevelopmentwas due to
massiveeconomicboom andwhitesettlement.Salisburyexpandedandresultedinto
amodernmulti-racialurbansettlement.Largehotels,theatres,recreationcenters
anduniversitieswerealsoestablishedwithmanyskyscraperserected.

TheCAFgovernmentembarkedonpromotingeducationintheregionwithmore
moneyallocatedtotheeducationsector.Apartfrom establishingschoolsinthe
federalstates,thegovernmentestablishedamulti-racialuniversityatSalisbury.The
educationpolicybytheCAFincreasedthenumberofAfricaneliteswhowereto
championthestruggleforAfricanfreedom.

Politically,thefederalgovernmentallowedAfricanrepresentationinthelegislative
assembly.In the Southern Rhodesia Africans like Joshua Nkomo and Stanley
Samkange were appointed to the parliament.Orton Chirwa and Nkumbirano
(Nyasaland),and HarryNkumbula ofNorthern Rhodesia were membersofthe
federalassembly.Discrimination in decision making in the federalparliaments
increasedAfricansentimentagainstthefederation.

The federation led to the rise ofmodern African nationalism.In the northern
protectorates(ZambiaandNyasaland),AfricannationalistsledbyKamuzuBanda
andHarryNkumbulaprotestedvigorouslyagainsttheproposedfederation.They
citedamaster-slaverelationshipbetweensettlersandAfricansinthefederation.
Politicalactivitieslikestrikesand protestsbecamewidespread led bypolitical
groups like the African NationalCongress ofNorthern Rhodesia (1948),the
NyasalandAfricanCongress(1944),andtheSouthernRhodesiaAfricanNational
Congress(1957).SuchpoliticalprotectsincludedtheCopper-beltmineworkersstrike
of1956.



Negativeeffects(shortcomings)
Referencequestions;

1.AccountforthecollapseoftheCAFin1963
2.WhywastheCentralAfricanFederationdissolvedin1963?
3.HowfarweretheeconomicfactorsresponsibleforthecollapseoftheCAF?
TheCentralAfricanFederationwasshort-livedduetoanumberofshortcomings.
Thefailures(shortcomings)ofthefederalgovernmentcontributedtothecollapseof
thefederation.Theweaknessesofthefederalgovernmentarethemainreasonsthe
federalstatecouidnotexis:beyondtenyears(1953-63).

 The federation ignored the forces ofnationalism in CentralAfrica.The
proponentsoftheCentralAfricanFederationwereshortsighted,theyfailedto
realisethestrongwindofchangethatsweptacrossAfricainfluencedbythe
endofWorldWarII.Goingbytheirintensions,thesettlersfailedtoconsider
the negative position ofAfricans towards the federation,hence did not
reconciletheAfricanfearsandhopes.Therefore,thefederalgovernment
encounteredstrongAfricanresistanceespeciallyinNorthernRhodesiaand
Nyasaland.Itthereforeawakenedratherthancooleddownthegrowingtideof
Africannationalism duringtheperiod.Demonstrationsandboycottsbecame
the orderofthe dayled byAfrican parties.In 1959,riots emerged in
NyasalandledbyHastingsKamuzuBanda,andspreadtoNorthernRhodesia
championedbyKennethKaunda.

 ThewhitesadamantlydeniedAfricansmeaningfulparticipationinthefederal
affairs.Theycommittedapoliticalblunderwhentheyignoredconsultations
withtheirAfricancounterpartsintheprocessofdecisionmaking,andthis
exposed the weakness of the federation in encouraging multi-racial
partnership.InNorthernRhodesia,thewhitesallocatedthemselvesfourteen
seats outoftwenty-two in the legislative assembly;in the south,they
increasedtheirrepresentationtoforty-fourseatsoutoffifty-ninein1957.This
privilegedpositionofthewhiteminoritywasunwiseatatimewhenAfricans
expectedfreedom.

 Economically,thefederationincreasedthegapbetweenthewhitesandthe
blacks.Theeconomicboom oftheearlieryearsbenefitedthewhitesmore
thantheblacks.Eveninthecountryside,thewhitefarmerswhohadmore
capitalandlandout-competedtheAfricanpeasants.Thecolourbarinmining
andindustrialsectorsdiscriminatedAfricansfrom gainfulemployment.This
wasthecaseespeciallyinthecopperbelt.

 ThecreationofafederationworsenedthelandquestioninBritishCentral
Africa.Thelandproblem therefore,becamecriticalduetotheestablishment
ofthepoorlandownershipsystem"issuedbythefederalgovernmentthat
affectedAfricansgrossly.ThecreationofKaribadam andthemanmadelake
displacedover30,000Africansfrom thenorthernbankofRiverZambezi.
Elsewhere,theheavyinfluxofwhitesettlersintotheregionandtheresultant
economicboom ledtofurtherlossoflandbyAfricanstothewhites.This
increased(escalated)thelandconflictbetweenAfricansandthesettlers.

 Therewasunequaldistributionofbenefitsamongthefederalstates.Southern
Rhodesiagainedmuchmorefrom thefederationthanNorthernRhodesiaand
Nyasaland.Apartfrom harbouringSalisburytheheadquartersoftheCAF
government,thesouthenjoyedmoreinvestmentsfrom therevenuescollected
todeveloptheindustrialandinfrastructuralventures.Closetoahundred
millionpoundsofcopperrevenuesweretransferredfrom NorthernRhodesia
toboosttheindustryinSalisbury.Karibadam wasalsomorebeneficialtothe
souththathadaheavierpopulationofwhitesettlers.



 ThecreationofafederationintheBritishCentralAfricasharpenedthecolour
bardifferences.Thefederationattractedrenewedracism asmorewhites
settledintheregion,whichworsenedcontactsbetweenAfricansandsettlers.
Thewhitesettlersweremorearrogant,intolerantandracisttotheblacks
comparedtotheircolleagueswhohadstayedinCentralAfricaforsolong.
Thisantagonisedthecreationofapeacefulmulti-racialsociety.Inmajorcities
like Salisbury,public places like hotels,theatres,restaurants and bars,
Africanswereprohibited entrance.FederalleadersGodfreyHuggins,Roy
WelenskyandMalvenwereevenmoreproudandboastfuloftheircontrolover
Africansespeciallytheirmilitarystrength.

 TheCentralAfricanFederationdeniedAfricansadvancedandmeaningful
education.Bythetimeofindependencein1964,Zambiaproducedonlynine
hundredandsixty(960)schoolleaversannually.Inthesouth,apro-African
PrimeMinisterGarfieldToddwasremovedandreplacedbyEdgarWhitehead
whoquicklyabandonedtheattempttoenlargeAfricanschools.Thismeant
thatveryfewAfricansattainedmeaningfuleducationqualifications.

 The CentralAfrican Federation employed politicalsuppression against
Africans.PoliticalactivistslikeKamuzu,KaundaandNkumbulawerearrested
andimprisonedafterattendingtheAllAfricanPeoplesConference(AAPC)in
Ghana in 1958. The arrest of nationalists and banning of political
organizationsliketheNyasalandAfricanCongressandSouthernRhodesian
AfricanNationalCongress,however,didnotkillthespiritofresistancebut
instead African nationalism wentunderground forsome time.Political
suppressionswereconsolidatedbythepassingoftwobills,'theUnlawful
Organizationsbill'andthePreventiveDetentionbill'.Thebillempoweredthe
federalgovernmentto detain African politicalactivists withouttrialand
declares theiractivities unlawful.These bills provoked opposition from
politiciansandthechurch.

 Apartfrom banningofpoliticalpartiesandarrestofpoliticians,thecolonial
governmentusedthereactivemeasuresagainstAfricanactivists.In1959,the
federalgovernmentemployedfederaltroopswhoharassedandarbitrarily
treatedAfricansinNyasalandforopposingtherigidandunrealisticfederal
laws,whichprohibitedAfricanworkersfrom movingtotownsandreservedall
well-payingjobsforwhites.OversixhundredAfricanswerearrestedand
detainedincludingKamuzuBanda.Thearrestswerefollowedbyastateof
emergencythatescalatedAfricanviolenceinNyasalandinwhichthefederal
governmentmurderedabouttwentydemonstratorsintheNkataBay.This
brutalconductattractedcriticism andcondemnationtowardstheCAFfrom
thepublicinEngland.

 ThefederalconstitutiondisenfranchisedmajorityofAfricansthatis,they
weredeniedthevotingrights,itwasalsounwisetoentrustthewhiteswiththe
mandatetochoosetheAfricanmemberstothelegislativeassembly.Instead,
the politicalmarginalisation onlystrengthened African politicalagitations
withinthefederation.

 Consequently,the Africans reacted negativelytowards the federation,in
NyasalandpoliticalorganisationsweresetuptoorganiseAfricanstowards
politicalfreedom.Amongthem wastheNyasalandAfricanCongress(NAC)
ledbyDr.KamuzuBanda.Similarly,inthesouth,HarryNkumbulafounded
SouthernRhodesiaAfricanNationalCongress(ANC)whilePaulKalichiniand
SolomonKalulusetuptheUnitedIndependenceparty(UNIP)inNorthern
Rhodesia.InSouthernRhodesia,theCityYouthLeaguewasalsosetupto
fightforindependence.



Otherfactorsforthecollapseofthefederationapartfrom itsfailuresincluded;
 TheCAFencounteredconstantattacksfrom (outside)CentralAfrica.The

federationwasstronglycriticizedatvariousPanAfricanConferences,the
Afro-AsiaConferencesandtheUnitedNationsGeneralAssembly.Thisattack
wasindirectlyacriticism againsttheBritishcolonialpolicyintheCentral
Africanregion.Thusbesiegedathomeandabroad,Britainoptedtoterminate
theexperimentbydisbandingthefederation.

 Pressure(publicopinion)from theUnitedKingdom madethecollapseofthe
CentralAfricanFederationinevitable.Theoppositionto thefederationin
CentralAfrica was spearheaded by the LabourParty thatlostto the
ConservativePartyinthe1951generalelections,intheHouseofCommons,
the LabourMembers criticised the injustices ofthe federalgovernment
towardsAfricansandsuggestedmotionstodismantletheCAP.Theposition
oftheLabourPartywassupportedbytheEnglishcitizenswhocondemned
thecreationoftheCentralAfricanFederationasaselfishmovebyEnglish
settlersintheregiontodominatethenativeAfricans.Thepublicopinionin
GreatBritainsightedadeclineintheimageoftheirGreatdemocraticKingdom
ontheworldsceneiftheCAPwasnotdisintegrated.

 In Africa,the growing tide ofnationalism and its success in achieving
independenceformanyAfricanstatesnegativelyaffectedthefederation.The
federalgovernmentsabotagednationalism intheregionatatimewhenthe
restofAfricawasinthemoodofindependence.InBritishWestAfrica,the
Africansin Ghana and Nigeria attained independencein 1957 and 1960
respectively.InBritishEastAfrica,Kenyaengagedinmilitarynationalism
againstthe colonialmasterbetween 1952 and 1956 in the questfor
independence.Consequently,by1963,EastAfrica was free from British
colonialdomination.ItwashowevertheindependenceofGhana(1957)and
theMauMaumovement(1952-56)thathadaprofoundimpactonAfricansin
BritishCentralAfricatoriseupagainstthesettlerdominantpositioninthe
region.

 TherisetopowerofHaroldMacmillanmadethecollapseoftheCentral
AfricanFederationinevitable.Thechangeinpolicytowardsthefederation
waseffectedbyPrimeMinisterHaroldMacmillanwhowasawareofthe
sweeping'windofchange'inAfrica.InNorthernRhodesia,hisgovernment
issuedanewconstitutionin1959leadingtoincreasedAfricanparticipation.
Laterin 1960,the governmentofMacmillan released the imprisoned
nationalistslikeKamuzuBanda(Malawi)andKennethKaunda(Zambia).They
returned home with more heroism and popularity thatfanned African
nationalism.In1962,HaroldaccordedTrinidadandJamaicaautonomyfrom
thefederationofWestIndies,whichwasasignthattheCAPwasontheverge
ofcollapse.TheliberalpolicyofMacmilianwastofacilitatemajorityrulein
theBritishCentralAfricancolonies.

 Consequently,the constitutionalchanges initiated by Britain led to the
collapseoftheCentralAfricanFederation.TheBritishgovernmentsetupthe
Monckton commission,which recommended the revision ofthe federal
constitution and the rightofeach member-state to secede from the
federation.InDecember1962,NyasalandbrokeawayfollowedbyNorthern
RhodesiainFebruary1963.Thereafter,thefederalassetsweresharedout.
NyasalandbecameMalawiafterindependencein1964.

 ThewhitesinSouthernRhodesiahoweverresolvednottograntindependence
totheirAfricancounterparts.TheBritishgovernmentalsoleftAfricansatthe
mercyofminoritywhites.In1965,thewhitesinSouthernRhodesiaissuedthe



UnilateralDeclaration ofIndependence (UD1)as a means to perpetuate
(consolidate)whiteruleovertheAfricansinthecountry.


SurvivalofthefederationandthedelayedindependenceinBritishCentralAfrica
Referencequestions:
1.AccountforthesurvivaloftheCAFupto1963
2.TowhatwastheCAFanobstacletothedecolonizationofBritishCentralAfrica?

 ThefederalgovernmentusedrepressivemeasuresagainstAfricanpolitical
activistsandthissabotagedAfricanpoliticalagitations.ManyAfricanpolitical
leaderswerearrestedanddetainedwhileotherswerebrutallytorturedand
killedforopposingthestupidfederalarrangementInNyasaland,oversix
hundredAfricanswerearrestedanddetainedincludingKamuzuBandawhile
abouttwentywerekilledbythefederaltroopsin1959foropposingtherigid
and unrealistic federallaws,which discriminated againstAfricans.This
governmentharassmentand the declaration ofthe state ofemergency
threatenedAfricandemandforequalopportunities.

 Consequently,Africansweredeniedparticipationinthefederalaffairs,which
favouredthesurvivalofthefederation,thefederalgovernmentfacilitated
whitedominationoverAfricannativesintheregion.Africansweredenied
votingrightswhilethoseappointedbythefederalauthoritytothelegislative
assemblyhadnosayindecision-making.InNorthernRhodesia,thewhites
allocated themselves fourteen seats outoftwenty-two in the legislative
assembly;inthesouth,whiterepresentationwasincreasedtoforty-fourseats
outoffifty-ninein1957.Thisprivilegedpositionofthewhiteminoritywas
unwiseatatimewhenAfricansexpectedfreedom.

 ThefederalgovernmentsabotagedAfricancoalitionsagainstwhiteminority
ruleinBritishCentralAfrica.ThesettlersaimedatpreventingAfricansfrom
unitingagainstthefederation.Before1953,Africanshadcreatedwelfare
associationsandpoliticalmovementstoagitateforequalopportunitiesinthe
federation.TheseincludedtradeunionsliketheAfricanMineworkersUnionin
NorthernRhodesiaandpartiesliketheNyasalandAfricanCongress(1944)
andtheNorthernRhodesianAfricanNationalCongress(1948).In1951,theAll
AfricanConventionwascreatedinSouthernRhodesiaasanAfricaninitiative
againstthefederation.WiththecreationoftheCAP,mostofthetradeunions
andpoliticalorganisationslikethemineworkersUnionandtheNAC were
eitherdisintegrated orbanned from operation.This undermined African
politicaldevelopmentanddeniesAfricansthechancetoestablishaunited
politicalmovementagainstthewhitedominatedfederation.

 RacialdiscriminationpracticedbythefederalgovernmentdeniedAfricansin
theregionmajorityrule.Inthefieldofeducation,theAfricansweredenied
meaningfuleducation,which discriminativepolicywastransferred to the
employmentsector.The whites created ambitious labourand economic
policiesintheminesandindustries,whichfavouredsettlermonopoly.Tonote
isthatthefederation ofBritish CentralAfrican territorieswasaimed at
excludingblacksinalltheaffairsoftheregion.Theracistsystem ofthe
federation frustrated African economic status and kept them in an
impoverishedstate.

 Thefederalgovernmentperpetuatedincreasedinflux(exodus)ofEnglish
settlers.Over16,000whiteimmigrantsweresettledinSouthernRhodesia
everyyearandtheseincreasedthesupportbaseofthefederationagainst
Africanmajority.Theyweregivenland and othereconomicand political
privilegesin exchangefortheirloyaltytowardsthefederalauthority.Sir
GodfreyHuggins,firstPrimeMinisteroftheCAPassuredtheEnglishsettlers



thattheirpopulationwasameansofsecuringwhitedominanceintheregion,
whichwasunderthreatfrom Africanmajority.Theincreasedwhitesettlement
inCentralAfricahenceaffectedthewelfareofAfricansandmadethem
unabletodefeatthefederation.

 Thedeterminationofthefederalgovernmenttomaintaintheindependenceof
theWhitesettlercommunitydelayedmajorityruleinBritishCentralAfrica.The
federalgovernmentleaderswerescaredofanAfricanmajorityrulepromoted
by Macmillan government,which would make white settlers lose their
superiorstatustothenativeAfricans.Thispositionwasmaintainedbyradical
whiteslikeRoyWelenskyattheLancasterConferenceofDecember1960
during which the representatives ofthe CAP governmentrejected the
proposalbytheBritishimperialofficeforanAfricanshareintheaffairsofthe
federationandlaterpavewayforanAfricanmajorityruleinBritishCentral
Africa.

 Theconservativewhitesettlersexploited theweaknessofsomeAfrican
nationalists who cooperated with the federalgovernment.The radical
AfricanslikeHarryNkumbulaandOrionChirwaacceptedappointmentstothe
federalassemblyinNorthernRhodesiaandNyasalandrespectivelyandthis
insteadmadethefederationtolookcredible.InSouthernRhodesia,Joshua
NkomowaslaterappointedtotheparliamentinSalisbury,whichmadehim
politicallyincompetenttocriticisethefederalgovernment.TheAfricansinthe
federalassemblyhopedtouseconstitutionalagitationsinparliamentagainst
whitesupremacybuttheyotherwisebecamepartofthesystem theycriticised.

Classassignment:
Theaboveareafew ofthefactorsthatfacilitatedthesurvivaloftheCAFand
delayedindependenceinBritishCentralAfrica,inyourrespectivegroups,identify
anddiscussmoreonthissubject,presentyourworktotheteacherforguidance.

FROM NYASALANDTOMALAWI

(NYASALANDROADTOINDEPENDENCE1944-1964)
Nyasaland(Malawisinceindependence)wasaBritishcolonyandwasfederatedtoa
whitedominatedCentralAfricanFederationonOctober1,1953.Theothercolonies
inthefederationwereNorthernRhodesia(laterZambia)andSouthernRhodesia
(Zimbabweatindependence).
NyasalandwasthefirstterritorywithintheCentralAfricanFederationtoachieveself
-determinationunderanall-Africanadministration.Theterritoryofficiallyattained
autonomyfrom thefederationonDecember12,1963thoughherrighttosecede
(breakaway)hadbeenrealisedearlieroninDecember1962.Nyasalandbecame
Malawion the Nationalindependence dayofJuly6,1964 led bythe Malawi
CongressParty(MCP)underDr.HastingsKamuzuBanda.

THEPROCESSOFNYASALANDSTRUGGLEFORINDEPENDENCE
Referencequestions:
1.ExaminethestepsthroughwhichNyasalandwasdecolonised
2.DiscusstheprocessthatacceleratedMalawi'sattainedindependence

The political developments (steps) which accelerated the attainment of
independenceinNyasalandwereasfollows:

 By1944,AfricansweredissatisfiedwiththeslowpacebytheBritishcolonial
administrationtoinvolveAfricansinpoliticalparticipation.Asearlyas1944,
the Nyasaland African Congress (NAC) was founded;though it was



dominatedbyelites,theestablishmentoftheNACwasasteptowardsthe
Africanstruggleagainstwhitedominance.

 In1953,thewhitesettlersofespeciallySouthernRhodesiapushedfora
federation in the Centralregion,which was confirmed by the British
ConservativeGovernmentofWinstonChurchill.Thefederationwasaimedat
destroyingAfricannationalism intheregionandperpetuatewhitecontroland
dominance.TheestablishmentoftheCentralAfricanFederationhowever
awakenedmassnationalism inNyasaland,whichconsolidatedAfricanunity
againstalienrule.

 LackofAfricanprogressinthenewlycreatedCentralAfricanFederationledto
increasedAfricansentimentsespeciallyinthelate1950s.Thisnationalist
spiritamongtheAfricansofNyasalandwaspromptedbythereturnofDr.
HastingsBandainJuly1958.BandaimmediatelytookcontrolofNyasaland
AfricanCongresstochampionAfricanindependence.

 Theincreased African pressuremadetheBritish colonialgovernmentto
succumbtoAfricandemands.UnderPrimeMinister,HaroldMacmillan,the
BritishgovernmentchangedherpolicytowardsCentralAfrica,whichlater
favouredNyasalandandNorthernRhodesia.

 In 1956,Africans received theirfirstrepresentation in the Legislative
Assembly. This followed the requirements of the 1955 constitution
establishedearlierinNyasaland.Africansweregrantedfiveseatsoutof
twenty-twointheAssembly.However,theNyasalandAfricanCongress(NAC)
opposedthisunfairAfricanrepresentation.

 TheAfricansinNyasalandincreasedtheirstruggleforindependencethrough
de-campaigningthefederationandwhiteminorityrule.Theseanti-federation
campaignshowever,bledviolencein1959asthewhitegovernmentemployed
thefederaltroopstoviolentlysuppresstheNACandtheirsupporters.

 Consequently,theaboveincidentledtothearrestandimprisonmentofclose
to two hundred (200)Congress (NAC)members underthe government
'operationsunrise';amongstthem wasDr.HastingsKarnuzuBanda.About
fortyto fifty-two Africanswere also shotdead in Nyasaland during the
violencebythefederaltroopsmainlyfrom SouthernRhodesia.

 PrimeMinisterHaroldMacmillanissuedthe'Devlincommission'forafact
finding mission on the politicalstate in Nyasaland.The commission
pronouncedNyasalandasa'policestate'whereAfricanshadnorightto
publicallydeclaresupportto politicalactivistswho opposed government
policies.Thecommissionalsofoundoutthattheviolenceof1959wasa
resultofgovernmentactivitiesagainstAfricans.MuchastheBritishcolonial
secretaryandtheNyasalandgovernorBoydLennoxbothrejectedDevlin's
findings;thefindingsboostedAfricanconfidencetocontinuedemandingfor
independence.

 TheDevlincommissioninfluencedMacmillantochangehispolicyonBritish
CentralAfrica.HereplacedLennoxBoydwithlainMacleodasgovernorof
Nyasalandin1959.IainMacleod'sregimeinNyasalandhadgreatinfluenceon
thesuccessofmassnationalism inthefederalstate.

 Majoreventsoccurredin1960;firstMacleodreleasedpoliticalprisonersin
April1960,thenotableonewasDr.HastingsKamuzuBanda.InAugust1960,
anewconstitutionwasinitiated.ThenewconstitutiongaveAfricanstheright
tovotewithanincreasedrepresentationintheLegislativeAssembly.Twenty
outoftwenty-eightseatsinthe(LEGCO)weregiventoAfricans.Thiswould
giveaninternalgovernmenttoNyasalandwithanadministrationofmajority
Africans.

 In the same year1960,Prime MinisterMacmillan issued the 'Monkton



commission'with an objective ofrevising the federalconstitution.After
consulting with the moderate African opinion,the commission instead
recommendedtherightofeachfederalstatetosecede(breakaway).This
pushedforwardthechanceforNyasalandtobeindependent.

 Pre-independenceelectionstothewereorganizedinNyasalandinAugust
1961inwhichtheMalawiCongressPartywonallthe20lowerrollseatsand
twohigherseats.ItthereforegaveAfricansanupperhandinthestrugglefor
self-government.Consequently,fiveAfricanrepresentativestothelegislative
council, including, Banda were appointed to the executive council
(government).

 In November 1962, the British government organised the London
constitutionaltalksaimed atdiscussing possibilitiesforindependencein
Nyasaland.Africansincluding Bandarepresented African interestsatthe
conference.The resultant event of the London conference was the
declaration ofthe rightofNyasaland to secede from the federation by
December1962.

 TheBritishgovernmentinvitedAfricansforpeacetalks(Londontalks)in
September 1963. The talks were dominated by discussions on the
independenceofNyasaland.Thecolonialgovernmentagreedtoinitiatemore
politicaldevelopments(reforms),whichwouldquickentheindependenceof
Malawi.

 In April1964,the colonialgovernmentorganised the pre-independence
elections.TheMalawiCongressParty(MCP)wonallthefiftycommonroll
seats,anindicationthattheMCP wastoestablishthefirstindependent
governmentinMalawi.

 The British colonialgovernmentfinally handed overthe instruments of
independencetotheMCPundertheleadershipofDr.HastingsKamuzuBanda.
MalawiwasofficialiydeclaredindependentontheJuly6,1964.

FactorsthatfavouredtheindependenceofNyasaland
Referencequestions:
1.Explainthefactorsforthesuccessofnationalism inMalawi
2.ExaminethefactorswhichledtothedecolonisationofNyasaland
3.DiscussthefactorsthatfavouredtheIndependenceofMalawi

Severalfactors explain why Nyasaland achieved independence before
NorthernandSouthernRhodesia:

 TheroleofcolonialeducationfacilitatedtheindependenceofNyasaland.
ThroughtheLivingstoniaschoolsestablishedbymissionariestheworksofDr.
DavidLivingstone,Nyasalandhadthebesteducationsystem inthewholeof
BritishCentralAfrica.ManyAfricanslikeKamuzuBanda,Aleke,Chipembere,
ChiumeandChirwaattainededucationfrom Livingstoniaschools.Thisclass
ofeducatedAfricansledtheindependencestruggle.

 TheroleofScottishmissionariesstrengthenedAfricanconfidencetodemand
forindependence.In1895,themissionariesadoptedthesloganof"Africafor
Africans".TheiractivitiesinfluencedAfricanstolookatthesemissionariesas
trustedfriends.Theytherefore,collaboratedwiththeScottishmissionaries
who condemned British colonialism in the CentralAfrican region and
demandedforequalstatusforbothAfricansandwhites.

 TheriseandroleofindependentAfricanchurchesinNyasalandinfluencedthe
growthofnationalism.ThefirstindependentchurchinthewholeofBritish
CentralAfricawasfoundedinNyasalandbyJohnChilembwein1915.The
politicians in Nyasaland admired the activities and achievements ofthe



Africanchurches,whichinspiredthem to demandforpoliticalfreedoms.
Besides,theindependentchurchespreachedforequaltreatmentofAfricans
withequalopportunitiesgrantedtoAfricansinthefederation.

 The absence ofethnic sub-nationalism in Nyasaland contributed to the
successoftheirindependencestruggle.Nyasalandwasinhabitedbymajority
Bantuspeakinggroupswithsimilarlinguisticcharacteristics.Thesegroups
includedtheYao,Maradi,LubaandNgoni.Therewasnotribalgroupthat
claimed an upper hand in the independence struggle.Therefore,the
independenceofMalawiwasinspiredbynationalunity.

 ThegeographicalsizeofNyasalandfavouredtheattainmentofindependence,
Nyasalandwasalong,smallandnarrow state,whichfavouredmobilityof
nationaliststhroughoutindependencecampaignsandduringtheprocessof
mobilisationofmassesacrossthecountry.

 ThecreationoftheCentralAfricanFederationstrengthenedthedevelopment
ofnationalism inNyasaland.Thefederationledtotheincreasedinfluxof
whitesettlersinCentralAfrica.Thewhitesettlerspracticedracialsegregation
intheregion.Thewholefederalsystem wasracistwithAfricansdenied
politicalparticipation.Nyasalandwasestablishedasasourceofcheaplabour
forthewhitefarmsandindustriesespeciallyinSouthernRhodesia.This
motivatedAfricanhatredagainstwhitedomination,whichhaddeprivedthem
ofpoliticalparticipation.

 TheeconomicinabilityofNyasalandfavouredindependenceattainment.The
BritishrealizedlessresourcetobeexploitedinNyasaland.Besides,theWhite
settlershadverylittleinvestmentsinNyasaland,whichwouldmotivatethem
tokeepthecolony.

 The role ofDr.Hastings Kamuzu Banda influenced the success ofthe
independencestruggleinNyasaland.Dr.KamuzuBandareturnedfrom Ghana
inJuly1958andbecametheleaderoftheNyasalandAfricancongress(NAC).
Afterhisreleasefrom prisoninApril1960,Bandaacceptedtheleadershipof
theMalawiCongressParty(MCP)throughwhichhemobilisedmassesto
participateinpre-independenceelections,whichlaterenabledindependence
attainmentin1964.

 Consequently,the role ofthe Malawicongress party(MCP)led to the
independenceofNyasaland.TheMCPwasformedinlate1959toreplacethe
NAC,whichhadbeenbannedbyGovernorLennox.TheMCPparticipatedin
thepre-independenceelectionsofApril1964wherethepartyattainedallthe
fiftyseatsinthecommonrollofthelegislativeassembly.Thislandslide
victoryenabledthepartytoreceivetheinstrumentsofindependenceinJuly
1964.

 TheroleofPrimeMinisterHaroldMacmillanwasapositivegesturetowards
the independence ofMalawi.Following the 1959 violence in Nyasaland,
MacmillanissuedtheDevlinCommission,whichrecommendedthepolitical
oppressionofAfricanstoend.TheDevlinCommissioninfluencedMacmillan
toappointMacleodtoreplaceLennoxasgovernorofNyasaland.Macmillan
alsoissuedtheMonktonCommissionin1960,whichrecommendedtheright
ofthe states ofthe federation to secede.Nyasaland was the firstto
breakawayin December1962,and this became a majorstep ahead of
independence.Macmillanisrememberedforhiswindofchangespeechinthe
SouthAfricanparliament,whichinspirednationalistslikeKamuzuBandato
increasetheirstruggleforNyasalandindependence.

 TheroleofGovernorlainMacleodfavouredtheindependenceofNyasaland.
IainreplacedtheconservativeLennoxasgovernorofNyasalandin1959.He
releasedNyasalandpoliticianslikeKamuzuBandain1960,initiatedanew



constitution thatgave Africans the rightto vote and increased African
representationinthelegislativeassemblytotwentyoutoftwenty-eightseats.
Macleod organised the pre-independence elections where Africans
overwhelminglyvotedforindependenceinApril1964.

 ThecollapseoftheCentralAfricanFederationmadetheindependenceof
Nyasalandinevitable.ItimmediatelyfavouredthesecessionofNyasaland
from thewhitedominantfederalgovernment.ThebreakawayofNyasaland
from the federalstate increased African politicalparticipation,which
motivatedtheirnationalism toattainindependence.

 The independence of the neighbouring British colonies influenced
independenceattainmentinNyasaland.TheformercoloniesofBritishEast
Africa like Tanganyika (1961)gave hope and motivation to Nyasaland
nationaliststoincreasetheireffortindemandingforindependence.

 TheindependenceofGhanaof1957influencedpoliticaldevelopmentsin
Nyasaland,whichledtoindependence.Onachievingindependence,Nkrumah
spokeoutthattheindependenceofGhanawasmeaninglessiftherestof
Africawasstillunderforeigninfluenceanddomination.Consequently,Ghana
andherindependencewasaclearindicationofthecollapsingBritishimperial
empireinAfrica.ItwashardfortheBritishtotherefore,resistnationalism in
Nyasaland.

 Consequently,theinfluenceoftheAll-AfricanPeople'sCongressof1958
motivatedtheindependenceofNyasaland.NationalistslikeKamuzuBanda
attendedtheconferenceinAccraGhana,whichhadgreatimpactontheir
politicalprofession.OnhisreturntoNyasaland,Bandahadoverwhelming
politicalideas,whichheusedincarryingoutpoliticalactivitiesthatledto
independence.

 Criticism from theinternationalcommunityagainsttheBritishpolicyinBritish
CentralAfricafavouredNyasalandindependence.TheUNgeneralassembly
condemnedthedeclarationofastateofemergencyin1959anddemanded
forthereleaseofAfricanleaders.MembersoftheCommonwealthofNations
putpressureonBritaintodestroytheCAPandrecognizetherightofeach
memberstatetosecedefrom thefederation.TheCommonwealthinfluenced
BritaintoinitiatetheLondonTalksof1963,whichledtothepre-independence
electionsinJuly1964.

 TheBritish experienceduring theMau Mau uprising in Kenya (1952-56)
favoured the independence ofNyasaland.The British were reluctantto
witness a militaryuprising in Nyasaland in the cause forindependence
attainment.Duetothis,PrimeMinisterHaroldMacmilianinitiatedradical
reformsliketheDevlinandMonktonCommissionswhoseactivitiesfavoured
theindependenceofNyasaland.

TheroleoftheMalawiCongressParty(MCP)inthestruggleforindependencein
Nyasaland
Referencequestions:
1.Assessthecontribution oftheMalawiCongressPartyto thestrugglefor

independenceinNasaland
2.ExplaintheroleoftheMCPintheattainmentofindependenceinMalawi
TheMalawiCongressPartywasformedin1959toreplacetheNyasalandAfrican
Congress(NAC).ItwasformedwithOrtonChirwaasitspresident,andAlekeBanda
asitsSecretaryGeneral.Themainaim oftheMCP wasto fightforMalawi's
independence;itscontributionisnotedbelow:

TheMCPprovidedleadershiptotheindependencestruggleinNyasaland,firstunder



OrtonChirwawholatergavewaytoKamuzuBandain1960.
The MalawiCongress Party recruited masses in its ranks to bring about
independenceinNyasaland.

ThepartydemandedthereleaseofpoliticalprisonerslikeKamuzuBandawhowas
imprisonedin1959andreleasedinApril1960.ThereleaseofKamuzuBandafrom
detentionstrengthenednationalism inNyasalandasKamuzubecametheleaderof
theMCP.
TheMCPunderDr.KamuzucampaignedalloverthecountrycondemningtheCentral
AfricanFederation.Ittherefore,campaignedforthebreakawayofNyasalandfrom
thefederation.ThismadetheBritishto acceptNyasalandto secedefrom the
federationin1963,hencepavingwayforMalawi'sindependencein1964.

TheMCPemployedthepressinthestrugglefortheindependenceofNyasaland.The
partyestablishedanewspapercalledtheMalawiNews,whichwasusedtopasson
theanti-coloniaimessages.
Thepartyusedmusictosensitiseandpopularisethestruggleagainstthefederation.
ItencouragedsingingofpopularsongscallingupontheAfricanstovotefortheMCP.
Thishelpedtosecuremasssupportthathelpedtobringaboutindependencein
Nyasalandin1964.

TheMCPunderHastingsKamuzuparticipatedintheconstitutionaltalksof1960and
1962organisedinLondon:ThetalkswereaimedatpreparingAfricansformajority
rule.

Itparticipatedandwonthepre-independenceelectionsof1961,whichledtoan
increaseintheAfricanparticipationinthegovernment.Sevenoutoftenpositionsin
the(executive)weregiventotheMCP.ThisvictoryconvincedtheBritishtogrant
independencetoNyasalandin1964.

TheMCPexpandedthelongneglectedsecondaryeducationinNyasaland,which
madethepartypopularamong themasses.Thisfollowed theappointmentof
KamuzuBandaastheinternalaffairsministry.

Itmobilisedfundstofinancetheindependencestruggle.Thiswasdonethrough
subscriptionbyitsmembersaswellassellingbadgesbearingtheimageofDr.
KamuzuBanda.

TheMCPrestoredthenativeorlocalcourtsinNyasalandhencepromotingjusticeat
thelocallevels,whichalsomadethepartypopularamongthemasses.

Itreformed the existing produce marketing arrangements hence reducing the
exploitationoftheAfricanfarmersbythewhites.

Thecongressintroducedthepopularlyelecteddistrictcouncils,whichreplacedthe
chiefs.This promoted grassroots democracy thatmade the MCP popularin
Nyasaland.

TheMCP participated in the1961 pre-independenceelectionswheretheparty
attainedtwentyseatsinthelowerrollandtwointhehigherroll.Thiswasan
opportunitythatgracedAfricanstopromotetheirinterestsforindependence.
InDecember1963,afterthefederationwasfinallydissolved,theMCPreceivedan
internalself-governmentwithDr.HastingsKamuzuBandaasPrimeMinister.Banda



wentaheadtoprepareNyasaiandforindependence.

ThepartyparticipatedintheApril1964pre-independenceelectionswhereitwonall
thefiftyseatsinthecommonroll.TheMCPwastherefore,invitedtoestablishthe
firstindependentgovernmentinNyasalandunderAfricanmajority.

OnJuly6,1964,theMCPledbyDr.HastingsBandareceivedtheinstrumentsof
independenceforNyasaland.TheCentralAfricancountrywascompletelyfreeofthe
Britishcolonialties.

TheroleofDr.KamuzuBandaInthestruggleforindependenceinNyasaland

Referencequestions;
1.How fardidDr.HastingsKasnuzuBandacontributetotheattainmentof

independenceinMalawi?
2.AssesstheroleofKamuzuBandainthestruggleagainsttheCAP
3.ExaminetheinfluenceofKamuzuBandaonthestruggleforindependencein

Malawi

Dr.HastingsKamuzuBandawasborntoapeasantfamilyinKasungu,Nyasalandin
1902.HewenttoaLivingstoniamissionschoolforhisearlyeducation.Hetrainedin
humanmedicineintheUSAwherehegraduatedby1927,beforehetransferredto
EdinburghUK,forfurthertraininginmedicine.WhileintheUnitedKingdom,Banda
attendedtheManchesterConferenceandalsopracticedmedicinefrom 1945until
1953whenhelefttheUKfortheGoldCoast.DuringhisstayintheGoldCoast,he
keptintouchwithNkrumah,acharismaticPan-Africanistwhoencouragedhim to
returntoNyasalandandleadindependencestruggle.Hisdeparturefrom Ghanain
July1958wasalsoduetopersistentpressurefrom youngMalawianpoliticianslike
OrtonChirwaandHenryChipembere.

KamuzuBandaspentaboutfortyyearsabroadbeforereturninghometoleadthe
independencestruggle.Eventhoughhewasamedicaldoctor,hisdesireforpolitical
freedom influencedhim toopposethewhitedominatedCentralAfricanFederation.

HisroleinthestruggleforMalawianindependencewasasfollows:
 Dr.HastingsKamuzuBandarepresentedtheNyasalandAfricanCongress

(NAC)inEngland.HemadecontactswiththeLabourPartyMembersof
Parliamentwhom he influenced to address the Nyasaland cause for
independenceintheHouseofCommonsinLondon.

 BandawhileinLondonsentadviceandencouragementtotherelationshipof
theNAC throughcontinuouslettershewroteto them.Heusedto send
financialassistancetofundtheactivitiesoftheNACinthestruggleagainst
whitedomination.

 OnhisreturntoNyasalandin1958,KamuzuBandabeganthecampaignof
non-cooperationwiththeCentralAfricanFederation,whichlaterfacilitatedfull
independenceaftersixyears.BandaacceptedthepresidencyoftheNAC,and
usedhispositionastheleaderofthepartytoleaddirectpositiveaction
towardsgainingtheindependenceofNyasaland.

 KamuzuBandacourageouslyandvigorouslydenouncedtheCentralAfrican
Federation.Hemobilisedmassdisobedienceagainstthefederalconstitution
andtheunjustlaws.Hisactivitiesscaredthefederalauthoritieswhoclashed
withAfricanintheNorthernProvince.

 Dr.Hastingsattendedthe1958All-AfricanPeople’sCongressinAccra,Ghana



afterbeating the federalsecurity.He represented majority Africans of
NyasalandattheconferenceandscaredthewhiteauthorityintheBritish
CentralAfrica.Uponhisreturn,thefederalauthorityarrestedhim,buthe
becameapoliticalheroamongAfricansofNyasaland.

 In1959,hewasagainarrestedbythefederalgovernmentonaccountof
defying the CAF authorities,and abusing the constitution.This however
strengthenedhisheroicpersonalityanduponhisreleaselaterin1960,the
massesralliedbehindhim tochampiontheindependencecause.

 From thetimehereturnedhomein1958,KamuzuBandaunitedallsectionsof
AfricanpopulationinNyasalandfrom NorthtoSouthwhereallethnicgroups
rallied behind the struggle againstthe white dominated CentralAfrican
Federationintheirquestforindependence.

 Uponhisreleasein1960,heledtheMalawiCongressPartytoconstitutional
talksinLondon.BandahadbeeninvitedbythenewlyappointedNyasaland
colonialgovernorlainMacleod.

 KamuzuBandaparticipatedinthedesigninganddraftingofamulti-racial
constitutionin1960and1961.Theconstitutionledtotheestablishmentof
twenty-eightseats in the lower rollof the legislative assembly.The
constitutionalsograntedtwentyseatsofthetwenty-eighttomajorityAfricans.

 In 1961 August,Kamuzu Banda led the MCP to participate in the pre-
independenceelections.TheMCPwonallthetwentyseatsinthelowerroll
andtwointhehigherroll.ThisgaveAfricansanupperhandinthestrugglefor
self-government.

 Dr.HastingsBandaacceptedtheappointmenttotheNew ExecutiveCouncil
ofNyasaland.Hewasgiventwoministriesthatis,theMinistryofnatural
resources and thatofLocalGovernment.Through these ministries,he
extendedservicestothelocalpeople]

 KamuzuBandaparticipatedinthe1962Londonconstitutionaltalksthatwere
heldinNovember.Duringthetalks,thedelegatesrecognisedthesecessionof
Nyasalandfrom thefederalstateofCentralAfrica.Thistherefore,pavedway
foraninternalself-governmentinitiatedinJanuary1963thatwasdominated
byAfricans.

 Consequently,BandaacceptedthepositionofPrimeMinisterinthenew
internalself-government,whichwasdominatedbyhisMCP.Thiswasastep
towardstheactualindependenceofNyasalandthatwasfullyrecognisedin
1964.

 KamuzuBandawasamongtherepresentativesofthemajorityAfricansof
NyasalandintheSeptember1963LondonTalks.Thetalksdiscussedthe
independenceofNyasaiandandpavedwayfortheApril1964electionsin
whichtheMCPwonallthefiftycommonroilseats.

 HeacceptedtheinstrumentsofindependenceonJuly6,1964andledthe
MCPtoestablishthefirstindependentgovernmentofmajorityAfricansinthe
newindependentstateofMalawi.

NATIONALISM INSOUTHERNRHODESIA
ZIMBABWE'SROADTOINDEPENDENCE1965-1980

SouthernRhodesia(Zimbabwesince1980)wasoneofthesettlercoloniesofthe
British.Duetosettlementofalargenumberofwhitesinthecolony,theBritish
governmentdecidedtogivetheforeignsettlerssemiautonomy(aninternalself-
government)in1923.Thispoliticalstatusentitledthesettlerstocollecttaxes,form
theirownarmyandestablishtheirownassembly(parliament).



Theinternalself-governmentgivento thewhitesettlerswasaviolationofthe
sovereigntyoftheAfricannativegroups(tribes)inZimbabwewhoincludedthe
ShonaandtheNdebele,amongothers.

Africansespeciallytheeducatedgreatlyopposedtheinternalgovernmentofwhite
settlers,whichinfluenced them to engageinpoliticalactivitiesgeared towards
independence.Among these Africans were Joshua Nkomo,Reverend Sithole
Ndabaningi,RobertMugabeandHarryKimbula.JoshuaNkomoengagedinthe
formation ofpoliticalparties,which were constantly banned.These included
SouthernRhodesianAfricanNationalCongress,theNationalDemocraticPartyand
theZimbabweAfricanPeoplesUnion.Hence,Africanscommittedtheireffortsto
puttingpressureontheBritishtograntthem majorityrule.

The white settlergovernmentwas greatlyopposed to the British intension of
grantingself-governancetomajorityAfricans.Thewhitesettlerpositionwasledby
conservativewhiteleaders;WinstonFieldandIansmith.In1964,anextremistand
radicalIanSmithoverthrewFieldWinstoninordertoconsolidatewhiteinterestsin
SouthernRhodesia.HethenproclaimedtheUnilateralDeclarationofIndependence
(UDI)ofSouthernRhodesiain1965.TheUDIwasarebelliousindependenceinthe
handsofminoritywhitesaimedatpreventingthecolonialgovernmentfrom granting
independencetomajorityAfricans.

FactorsthatfedtothedeclarationofUDIinsouthernRhodesia

Referencequestions:
1.AccountfortheformationoftheUDIin1965
2. ExaminethefactorsthatledtotheproclamationoftheUDIinSouthern
Rhodesia
3.WhydidIanSmithestablisharebelliouswhitegovernmentin1965?

TheUDIwasarebellionbySouthernRhodesianwhitesettlersagainsttheBritish
colonial government of Harold Wilson. It was aimed at manifesting the
independenceofwhitesettlersfrom metropolitanBritainwithouttheapprovalofthe
office in charge ofcolonialaffairs.The rebellion (declaration)was made on
November11,1965byradicalminoritywhitesledbylainSmithshortlyafterthe
collapseoftheCentralAfricanFederation.Atthetime,SouthernRhodesiawas
inhabitedbyoverfourmillionnativeAfricans,twohundredseventywhitesettlers'
andafewAsians,ThereasonsbehindtheUniversalDeclarationoftheIndependence
included;

TheconflictingattitudeoftheBritishgovernmentandtheminorityregimeofwhite
settlersinSouthernRhodesiaoverthefutureofSouthernRhodesialedtotheUDI.
BritainbeforethecollapseoftheCentralAfricanFederationwaspreparingher
territoriesofCentralAfricaincludingSouthernRhodesiaformajorityrule.TheBritish
governmentfavouredademocraticgovernmentundermajorityAfricans.TheBritish
attempttograntmajorityruletoAfricanswasopposedbytheminoritywhiteswho
desiredtoperpetuatetheircontrolhencethisresultedintoarebellion.

Theinternalself-government(semiautonomy)given to thewhitesin Southern
Rhodesiain1923favouredtheestablishmentoftheUDI.Inabidtoappeasethe
whitesandwintheirloyalty,thecolonialgovernmentvirtuallyleftthepoliticaland
economicaffairsintheirhands.Thewhitessetupanindependentadministrative
structure,aseparatearmy,judiciaryandcivilservice.Thisarrangementlegitimised



whitesupremacy(dominancy)inthecountry.Itwasreinforcedbytheabsenceof
strongcontrolfrom colonialmotherBritain.Thesemi-autonomousstatusenjoyedby
thesettlersmeantthattheBritishgovernmentcouldnotpreventtheUDIthrough
militaryintervention.

Racism was atthe centerofthe formation ofthe UnilateralDeclaration of
Independence.Sincethesettlementofthewhitesintheregionby1890,theAfrican
nativepopulationwasconsideredinferiorandunabletosteeruptheaffairsofthe
protectorate.Thisracialprejudicewasduetothearroganceofthesettlercommunity
andwasinfluencedbytheirpoliticalandeconomicprivilegesfrom thecolonial
government.Itshouldbenotedthattheformationofthe(CAF)worsenedtheracial
conflictbetweenAfricansandwhitesintheBritishCentralRegion.Thewhitesdenied
AfricansvotingrightsandfrustratedallattemptsmadebytheBritishgovernmentto
giveafairvoicetothenativeAfricans.

ThefearofgrowingAfricannationalism contributedtotheemergenceoftheUDI.By
1960,Africannationalism hadgainedanew militaryowningtothewindofchange
andthenegativeeffectsoftheCAF.InSouthernRhodesia,politicalpartieswere
founded to spearhead the African cause.These included the African National
Congress,theNationalDemocraticPartyandtheZimbabweAfricanPeople'sUnion.
ThesepartieswereledbyinfluentialnationalistslikeJoshuaNkomo.Theiractivities
scaredthewhitesettlerstoissuetheUDI.

Consequently,thecollapseofthe(CAP)in1963pavedwayfortheUDI.Afterthe
independenceofNyasalandandNorthernRhodesia,thewhitesinSouthernRhodesia
realisedthatmajorityrulewaseminent.Thispossibilitywasathreatnotonlytotheir
politicalpower,butalsototheireconomicandsocialstatusinthecolony.Therefore,
thewhitesettlersoptedtorebelasawayofpre-emptingthetriumphofAfrican
nationalism.

Settlereconomicinterestsinthecolonyhadastronginfluenceintheformationof
theUDI.By1960,thewhitesinthecolonyhadgainedaccesstofertileland;through
the1939landlaw,thecolonialgovernmentgranted49% ofthearablelandtothe
whitesettlersinSouthernRhodesia.Settlerlandwasincreasedthroughotherland
acts.Consequently,thewhiteshadfirstinvestmentsinagriculturewiththelarge
farmsandplantationsoftobacco,wheatandmaize,thewhiteswantedtoprotect
thisthroughtheUDI.Apartfrom agriculture,thewhitesettlercommunitycontrolled
theindustrialandcommercialsectors.Theywerealsoinchargeofmineralsfrom
whichtheyenjoyedgreatreturns.Theseincludedcoal,nickelandchrome.These
togetherwithjobopportunitiesgavethewhitesettlerseconomicsupremacywhich
theywantedtoprotect.

TheriseofRhodesiaFrontParty(RFP)inthe1952electionspavedwayforissuingof
theUDI.TheRFPunderWinstonFieldwasradicalinpoliticaloutlook.Theparty
advocatedforthepreservationofthewhiteminorityruleandwasopposedtothe
viewsoftheliberalwhiteslikeWhiteheadandGarfieldTodd,whofavouredincreased
Africanrepresentationandfreedom.In1964theextremistsoftheRFP gotthe
opportunitytocapturepowerthroughIanSmithwhowentaheadtoissuetheUDI.

ThecharacterofIanSmithwasafactorinthecreationoftheUDI.InApril1964,
SmithbecamethePrimeMinisterofSouthernRhodesia.Hewasoneofthemost
conservative,rebellious and reactionarywhite.He believed thatAfricans were
primitiveforindependenceandcouldonlyleadthecountrytochaossimilartothat



whichbrokeoutinCongoin1960.Healsoturneddownproposalsforapeaceful
settlementwithAfricans.SmithdeclaredtheUDIin1965.

ThewhitesettlersinSouthernRhodesiawerealsopartlyinspiredbytheAmerican
rebellionagainsttheBritish(1776-77),whichledtoAmericanindependence.This
wasaninspirationfrom thewhitesettlersofAmericawhodefeatedtheBritish
colonialgovernmentby1777.Inthiscase,IanSmithandhisRFPfelttheneedto
duplicatethe1776-1777incidentsintheUSAbyissuingtheUDIagainstthewillof
theBritishcolonialoffice.

Consequently, the rise of Afrikaner nationalism in South Africa and the
establishmentofapartheid inspired thewhitesettlersin Southern Rhodesia to
proclaim the UDI.The activities ofminority whites in South Africa afterthe
introduction of apartheid were aimed at promoting politicaland economic
dominancyofwhitesoverAfricanswhereAfricansweredeniedparticipationin
politicsandeconomicactivities.ThisinfluencedthesettlersinSouthernRhodesiato
implementthesamethroughtheUDI.

TheformationoftheOrganisationofAfricanUnity(OAU)in1963scaredthewhites
inSouthernRhodesiatoissuetheUDIin1965.AthersummitinCairo,theOAU
passedaresolutionthatproclaimedhersupporttoAfricanmajorityinSouthern
Rhodesia.TheOAUalsorecognisedthenationalistsinexilelikeJoshuaNkomoand
theirstruggletoendracism inacountry.
The activitiesofthe LabourPartygovernmentin Britain led byWilson Harold
influencedtheformationoftheUDI.Duetoherliberalideas,theLabourgovernment
leadership started holding discussions aimed at establishing a democratic
government in Southern Rhodesia under African majority rule. This was
unacceptabletothewhiteswhodeclaredarebellionagainsttheBritishgovernment.

Theincompetence(shortsightedness)oftheBritishgovernmentledtothecreation
oftheUDI.InitiallytheBritishgovernmenthadgivenaninternalself-governmentto
theminoritywhitesatthecostofmajorityAfricans.Thisenabledthewhitesto
establishagovernmentwithindependentsecurityforce.Atalaterstage,thismadeit
hardfortheBritishtoemployamilitaryapproachtoblockIanSmith'sregime.

FactorsthatfavouredtheUDI(survivaloftheUDI)

ReferenceQuestion
1.AccountforthesurvivaloftheUDIupto198O
2.ExaminethefactorsthatfavouredtheexistenceoftheUDI
3.AccountforthedelayeddecolonisationofSouthernRhodesia
4.TowhatextentwastheUDIanobstacletotheindependenceofZimbabwe?

 ThemilitarystrengthoftheUDIcontributedtohersurvivalagainstAfrican
nationalism in Southern Rhodesia.The UDIhad a wellestablished and
autonomoussecurityforcethroughthepoliceandthearmy.TheUDIforces
werewellequippedandwelltrainedhence,IanSmith'sregimewasableto
crashAfricanresistance.

 TheeconomicstrengthofIanSmith'sgovernmentcontributedtothesurvival
oftheUDI.Thewhiteminoritygovernmentcontrolledallinvestmentsand
commercialactivitiesinthecountry.Theyalsohadmonopolyoverthemineral
fields.ThisgaveIanSmithanupperhandtoruntheaffairsofhisgovernment
andfinancethecounterwaragainstAfricanfreedom fighters.



 The establishmentofthe triumvirate alliance delayed independence of
SouthernRhodesia.Therewasanalliance(gang)ofthreewhiteminority
governmentsofDonSalazarofthePortuguesecolonialgovernment,the
apartheidregimeofSouthAfricaandtheUDIofIanSmith.Theseregimes
allied togetherand agreed to crash any African nationalism from their
respectivecolonies.Theysharedmilitaryintelligenceandstrategieswhich
enabledthem tosurviveinSouthernAfrica.

 Thesupportreceived bytheUDIfrom theUSA and Europeenabled the
minoritygovernmenttosurviveattheexpenseofnationalism inSouthern
Rhodesia.MilitiaswererecruitedandtrainedinEuropeandAmericatohelp
increase the capacity ofthe UDIagainstAfricans.American supported
facilitatedthemilitarystrengthofIanSmith'sgovernmenttoenablehim crash
Africannationalism.

 TheexistenceofcoldwarpoliticsenabledthesurvivaloftheUDIandthe
delayedindependenceofSouthernRhodesia.Thecapitalistworldthroughthe
NorthAtlanticTreatyOrganisation(NATO)powersledbytheUSAdetested
theliberationgroupsinSouthernRhodesiai.e.theZANUandtheZAPUwho
hadalliedwiththecommunistworld.Duetothesocialistoutput,theZANU
andtheZAPUwerereceivingaidfrom ChinaandtheUSSRrespectively.The
fearofcommunistinfluenceinSouthernAfricanregioninfluencedtheNA~0
powerstofundtheUDIgovernment.

 TheincompetenceandreluctanceoftheBritishgovernmentagainsttheJDI
governmentfavoured the survivalofthe white minoritygovernment.As
colonialadministrators,the British gave the white settlers in Southern
Rhodesiaaninternalautonomy,whichallowedthem tohaveanindependent
administrativestructurewiththeirownarmy.Thismadeitimpossibleforthe
Britishgovernmenttoemploythemilitarystrategyagainstthewhitesettler
government.The UDIgovernmentalso enjoyed supportfrom the British
citizensbackathome.

 The delayed independence of the neighbouring countries of Southern
Rhodesia favoured the UDIgovernment.Countries like Mozambique and
SouthAfricawereequallyunderwhitedenomination.Thismadeitimpossible
fortheAfricannationalistsinSouthernRhodesiatoaccesstrainingbasesand
otherfacilitiesinthesecountries.ThisalsoenabledIanSmithtoconsolidate
hisruleinSouthernRhodesia.

 ThepresenceofalargewhitesettlercommunityinSouthernRhodesiaworked
in favourofIan Smith's government.The settlers enjoyed politicaland
economic privileges,which included ownership to large pieces ofland,
politicalrightsandpositionsofadministration.Theywillinglygavesupportto
theUDIgovernmentinordertoprotecttheirinterestsinthecolony.

 The establishment of protected societies (reserves) by Ian Smith's
governmentenabledthesurvivalofthewhitesettlercolony.Thiswasto
protectAfrican settlements,surveyed and patronised bythe government
securityforces.The white minoritygovernmentaimed atretrieving and
preventingAfricanmassesfrom supportingtheliberationstruggle.

AbovearesomeofthefactorsthatfavouredthesurvivaloftheUDIanddelayedthe
independenceofSouthernRhodesia.Othersinclude:

 NationalistsinSouthernRhodesiaweredividedontriballines,whichdelayed
theirindependence.The Zimbabwe African NationalUnion (ZANU)was
predominantlyofShonaofMashonaandZimbabweAfricanPeoplesUnion
(ZAPU)fortheNdebeleofMatebele.Thesegroupscouldhardlyunitetowork
outacommonstrategyagainstthewhiteminoritygovernmentofIanSmith
untilthelatteryearsoftherebellion.



 TheformationoftheCentralAfricanFederation(CAP)in1953delayedthe
independence of.Southern Rhodesia.The federation strengthened white
settlersagainsttheAfricannationalistactivities.TheCAPsuppressedAfrican
politicalagitations,bannedtheoperationofpoliticalpartiesliketheAfrican
NationalCongress(ANC)andtheNationalDemocraticParty(NDP).

 TheimprisonmentofnationalistsinSouthernRhodesiadelayedtheliberation
ofAfricans.Nationalists like Joshua Nkomo and RobertMugabe were
persecutedandimprisonedbythegovernmentofIanSmith.Theirarrestand
imprisonmentwasasetbacktothestruggleforindependencebecauseitleft
politicalgapsintheleadershipoftheliberationstruggle.

 The difference in strategies among freedom fighters delayed the
independenceofAfricans.Themoderatesof(ZAPU)ledbyNkomodidnot
agree with the military approach atthe initialstage.This influenced
NdabaningiandMugabetobreakawayandform the(ZANU).Evenwithin
(ZANU)itself,somemembersopposedthecreationoftheZANLAtolauncha
liberationstruggleagainsttheUDIgovernment.Theinconstistancesamong
nationalistshence,delayedindependenceattainmentinSouthernRhodesia.

 ThedoublestandardsoftheUnitedNationsworkedagainsttheindependence
ofSouthernRhodesia.TheUNOcontinuouslycondemnedwhitedominancyin
Southern Rhodesia and took long to take action againstIan Smith's
government.MemberstatesliketheUSAandBritainsecretlysupportedthe
UDIgovernment.

 TheweaknessoftheOAUledtotheindependenceofSouthernRhodesia.The
OAUlackedamilitaryforcetosupplementthefreedom fightersofSouthern
Rhodesia.SheintervenedatalaterstagetograntnationalistsofSouthern
Rhodesia assistance:the resolution forthe intervention ofthe OAU in
Zimbabweanquestionwasmadein1964atasummitconferencein

 Cairo.

ThewarofindependenceinSouthernRhodesia1966-1980
SouthernRhodesialikePortugueseAfrica,SouthWestAfricaandSouthAfricahada
bloodyroadtoindependence.ThisbecameinevitableaftertheissuingoftheUDIby
IanSmith.

Thespiritofnationalism inSouthernRhodesiabecamemilitantfrom 1966though
thesignsappearedafew yearsearlier.Thiswasbecauseoftherebellionbythe
whitesyetGreatBritaindidlittletointerveneandpavewayforAfricanmajorityrule.
ThisinfluencedAfricansirsouthernRhodesiatowageawarofindependence.

Thecausesofthewarhenceincluded:

1. Towhatextentweretheeconomicfactorsresponsiblefortheoutbreakofthe
Zimbabweanwarofindependence?
2. AccountfortheoutbreakoftheliberationstruggleInSouthernRhodesiain
1966
3. Discussthefactorsthatledtotheriseofmilitantnationalism inSouthern
Rhodesiabetween1966and1980

 ThereluctantreactionoftheBritishgovernmenttotheUDIcausedthewarin



SouthernRhodesia.TheBritishgovernmentreactedtotheUDIthrougha
policy ofnon-intervention imposition ofsanctions and laterdiplomacy.
AlthoughHaroldWilsondeclaredtheUDIillegal,hisgovernmentdidnotsend
troopstosuppresstherebelliouswhites.ThisinfluencedAfricanstoresort
militarism.

 FailureofthepeacefulmeansemployedbyAfricanstoachieveindependence
causedthewar.Africansfailedintheirendeavourstopromotemajorityrule
inSouthernRhodesia.ThenationalistslikeJoshuaNkomoandRev.Sithole
NdabaningitriedtoengagethewhitesettlergovernmentofFieldWinstonbut
invain.TheAfricanswereleftwithnooptionbuttoresorttothearmed
struggle.

 Similarly,the issuing ofthe UDIshattered African chancesofachieving
independence immediately.The UDIwas a creation ofthe white settler
communityledbyIanSmithtoconsolidatewhitesupremacyanddominance
overAfricansinSouthernRhodesia.Thiscoupledwithracism'ofwhites
againstAfricansinfluencedAfricanstorespondtowhitesthroughmilitary
means.

 The formation ofmilitary movements influenced the Rhodesian warof
independence.ThefirstgroupwastheZimbabweAfricanPeoplesUnion
(ZAPU) who created a military wing called the Zimbabwe People’s
Revolutionary Army (ZIPRA)in 1962 to prepare fora possible armed
confrontation.Later,theZimbabweAfricanNationalUnion(ZANU)createda
fightingforcein1965knownastheZimbabweAfricanNationalLiberation
Army(ZANLA)basedinZambia.Thesemilitarywingsrecruitedguerrillasthat
launchedanoffensiveagainstthewhitesettlerregimein1966.

 TheinfluenceofneighbouringindependentstatescausedtheZimbabwean
warofliberation.Afterindependence,ZambiaallowedtheZANUtoestablisha
militarybaseinherterritorywhichitusedtolaunchattacksagainstIan
smith'sregime.OtherAfricanstateslikeAlgeriagaveZANLAmilitarytraining
in guerrilla tactics and togetherwith Tanzania;they extended financial
assistancetofreedom fightersinSouthernRhodesia,whichconsolidatedthe
guerrillawar.

 TheatrocitiescommittedbywhitesettlersagainstAfricansinfluencedthe
armedstruggle.Africanslostalotoftheirlandtothewhites;theywereover
taxedandarbitrarilyarrested.AllthesecausedangertotheAfricanstoresort
tomilitarism againstwhitesettlers.

 TheZimbabweanswereinfluencedbytheearliertraditionalresistancelike
Shona-Ndebele rebellion,which was an early resistance against the
establishmentofBritishcolonialism.Thoughitwascrashed,therebellion
motivatedAfricanstoriseagainsttheminoritywhiteregime.

 ThedenialofAfricanstoparticipateinpoliticsoftheircountrycausedthewar.
African politicalparties like the African NationalCongress,the National
DemocraticParty,andtheZimbabweAfricanPeoplesUnionweresuppressed
and banned from operation.Africanswerealso unequallyrepresented in
parliament.Alltheseleftthem withnooptionbuttoresorttowartoacquire
politicalrights.

 TheexilesofZimbabwegreatlyinfluencedthewar.TheZimbabweansinthe
diaspora funded liberation movementespecially the Zimbabwe African
NationalUnion,spreadanti-UDIpropagandaandsolicitedforsupportfrom the
internationalcommunity.

 The influence ofthe Algerian warofliberation caused warin Southern
Rhodesia.ThesuccessoftheliberationwarinAlgeriahadapositiveimpact
onnationalism inZimbabweasitinfluencedAfricansinZimbabwetoresortto



militarymeans,trainedtheZANU(ZimbabweAfricanNationalLiberationArmy)
guerrillasandextendedassistancetonationalistsinform offinanceand
military.

 TheinfluenceofZimbabweanradicalslikeMugabemadethewarinevitable.
Mugabecondemnedthewhiteminorityregime(theUDI);evenafterhisarrest,
hisinfluencewasfeltamongthedeputiesoftheZANU.Mugabeorganisedthe
ZANUmilitarywing(ZANLA)andlaunchedattacksagainstthewhitecolonial
settlements.

 Thewarwasinfluencedbycommunistassistance.TheZAPUdominatedby
Ndebele had close links with the Soviet Union while the ZANU of
predominantlyShonaaccessedmilitaryaidfrom China.

 TheindependencewarsinPortugueseAfrica,mostlyAngolaandMozambique
influenced the warin Southern Rhodesia.The wars ofindependence in
PortugueseAfricagreatlyinfluenced Zimbabweansto resortto war,The
ZANUlatermadeanalliancewiththeFRELIMO(MozambicanLiberationFront)
wherethetwosharedmilitarystrategies.

NB:Colonialpolicieslikethepoorlandpolicy,forcedlabourandtheunfairfiscal
andeducationpoliciescanalsobeconsideredamongthefactorsthatcausedthe
uprisinginSouthernRhodesia.

FactorsthatfavouredtheindependenceofZimbabwe

Referencequestions:
1.DiscussthefactorsthatfavouredtheindependenceofZimbabwe
2.AccountforthecollapseoftheUDIin1980
3."ThedownfalloftheUDIwasinevitable.”Discuss
4. "TheweaknessesofIanSmith'sgovernmentledtothecollapseoftheUDI."
Discuss

 TheunionoftheZimbabweAfricanNationalUnionandtheZimbabweAfrican
PeoplesUnioninlate1970sstrengthenedAfricanstruggleagainstIanSmith's
government.Thismadeiteasytoemployacommonstrategythatweakened
thewhiteminorityregime.

 TheindividualroleoftheZANUcontributedtothesuccessofthestruggle.
Apartfrom condemningIanSmith'sracistgovernment,theZANUestablished
theZimbabweAfricanNationalLiberationArmy,amilitarywingthatwageda
warofindependenceagainstwhiteminorityregimein1966.LatertheZANU-
PatrioticFrontacceptedtocollaborate-withtheZAPU-PatrioticFrontfora
nationalcause.

 Thecreationofexternaltraininggroundsgavetheliberationmovementan
upperhand.TheZANUestablishedbasesinMozambiqueandTanzaniafrom
wheretheZANLAlaunchedattacksagainstIanSmith'sgovernment.

 Thesupportprovided bytheShonaspiritualmediums(religiousleaders)
contributedtothesuccessoftheRhodesianwarofindependence.These
religiousleaderscourageouslyescortedliberationfighterstothebattlefront
andgavethem faithandmotivationtofightagainstthewhitesettlerarmy.

 Thesupportfrom theOrganisationAfricanUnitycontributedtothesuccessof
theliberationwarinSouthernRhodesia.Throughitsliberationcommittee,the
OAUgavematerialsupporttoZANUandZAPU,andencouragedbothgroups
tosetupapatrioticfront.TheOAU alsocalledforsanctionsagainstIan
Smith'sregime,whichweakenedthewhitesettlergovernmentinfavourof
Africans.



 TheroleoftheUNOenabledthesuccessofAfricansinSouthernRhodesia.
Theinternationalcustodianofpeace,throughitsSecurityCouncilimposed
economic sanctions on the UDIgovernment,which narrowed down her
marketbaseandreducedhertradepartners.Continuouspressurefrom the
UN influenced Ian Smith's governmentto effectreforms on the eve of
independence.

 The Commonwealth ofNations added theirvoice to the anti-Rhodesia
crusade.AttheforefrontweretheformerBritishcoloniesinAfricaincluding
Nigeria, Zambia, Uganda and Tanzania among others. The African
CommonwealthmemberspressurizedBritaintoresumeherpatronageover
Rhodesiaandpreparehertimetablefortheindependenceofthiscountry.
TheyextendedmoralandfinancialassistancetotheZANUandtheZAPU.

 TheriseofMargretThatcherin1979asaBritishPrimeMinisterchangedthe
BritishpolicyonRhodesia.HergovernmentrealizedtheneedfortheZAPU
andtheZANU toinvolveinpeacenegotiationswithIansmithtobringa
politicalsolutionto theRhodesianquestion.Shespearheaded thepeace
settlementand organised anindependenceconferencein1979.Herrole
broughtindependencetoZimbabwe.

 Similarly,theUSAcontributedtothefreedom ofAfricansinZimbabwe,During
PresidentJimmyCarter'stenure,USAexertedmorepressureonRhodesiaand
Britain.In1976,theSecretaryofStateHenryKissingermadeproposalsfor
peaceandmajorityruleinRhodesia.TheresultwastheGenevaconstitutional
conferenceofNovember1976.Thisconferencesetthemoodforserious
dialoguebetweenAfricansandwhitesettlergovernment.

 Theroleplayed bycommuniststatescannotbeunderestimated in the
successofZimbabweanwarofindependence.Amongthem weretheUSSR,
Cuba,ChinaandCzechoslovakia.Inordertospreadintheirpoliticalideology,
thecommuniststatestrainedandarmedtheguerrillaarmies.Itisforthis
reasonthatmostoftheweaponslikeAK-47riflesandbombsusedbythe
ZANLAandZIPRAcamefrom thecommunistworld.

 The 1974 Lisbon coup in Portugalworked in favourofZimbabwean
nationalism.ThecoupledtotheimmediateindependenceofPortuguese
colonies,AngolaandMozambiqueanddealtafinalblowtothesurvivalofthe
triumviratealliancethatbegancollapsingin1968.Thecollapseofthegangof
threemadetheregimeofIanSmithvulnerable.Theeasternborderbecame
moreexposedtoZANLAandRhodesia'saccesstotheportofBeirawascut
offbyMozambicanguerrillas.

 ThegrowingmilitarysuccessoftheZimbabweAfricanNationalLiberation
Army and Zimbabwe Peoples Resistance Army antagonised the socio-
economiclifeofthewhitepopulationinthecountry.Theinsecuritycausedby
theincreasedattacksonwhitesettlersdivertedthem from theireconomic
activities,whichincludedtrading,miningandfarming.Someofthewhites
perishedinthewarwhileothersleftthecountryduringtheindependence
struggle.This reduced the supportenjoyed bythe UDIgovernmentand
consequently,weakenedher.

 TheroleplayedbyRobertMugabecontributedtothesuccessofAfrican
freedom agitations.Mugabededicatedhisprofession,establishedtheZANLA
andinfluencedanattackonthewhiteminoritygovernment.Evenafterhis
imprisoned,MugabecontinuouslycondemnedtheUDIgovernmentandhis
influencewasalwaysfeltthroughhisdeputies.HetransformedtheZANUinto
ZANU-Patriotic Front,which spearheaded the success ofindependence
struggle.

 TheroleofZimbabweansexilesledtothesuccessoftheindependence



struggleinSouthernRhodesia.Apartfrom joiningliberationforcesfrom exile,
theexilescontinuouslysolicitedforassistancefrom abroadandspreadanti-
UDIpropagandatotheinternationalcommunity.

 ThereconciliationandunityoftheShonaandtheNdebeleethnicgroups
popularised the movementagainstthe UDI.The two tribalgroups gave
tremendoussupporttotheliberationwarintermsoffoodandothersupplies
tothefighters,whichenabledthem toweakenthewhitesettlergovernment.
TheethnicclashesbetweentheShonaandtheNdebelehadfavouredthe
politicalactivitiesoftheUDIgovernmentagainstAfricans.

 TheeconomicdeclineoftheUDIgovernmentledtotheliberationofAfricans
inSouthernRhodesia.Thewhitesettlereconomycollapsedduetocontinuous
Africanattacks,pressureandsanctionsfrom theOAUandtheUN.Hence,the
IanSmithadministrationcouldnotsustainitselfbuttosurrender.

 TheroleoftheZimbabweAfricanPeoplesUnionledtothesuccessofthewar
ofindependenceinSouthernRhodesia.TheZAPU,liketheZANUestablished
amilitarywing,theZimbabwePeoplesResistanceArmy,whichlaunched
guerrillaattacksagainstthewhitesettlerregime.

TheroleofRobertMugabe
 Mugaberetiredfrom hisprofessionasateachertoparticipateinthestruggle

againstthewhiteminorityregime.
 HeworkedasasecretaryoftheradicalZimbabweAfricanNationalUnionand

begunmountingpressureonIanSmith'sgovernmentinearly1960's.
 Duringhisdaysinprison,MugabecontinuouslycondemnedtheUDIandher

racistpoliciesandinfluencedtheZANUdeputiestowagealiberationwar
againstthegovernmentofIanSmith.

 MugabealliedwiththecommunistworldespeciallyChinafrom whom alotof
assistanceintermsmilitaryequipmentandtrainingwasreceivedbytheZANU.

 MugabeintensifiedtheactivitiesoftheZANUinthelaststagesofthewar
throughrecruitingeducatedbutjoblessAfricansintheZANLA.Thesecarried
theirgrievancesagainstthewhitesettlergovernment.

 MugabesoughtforrecognitionoftheZANUmovementandtheliberationwar
againstthewhitesfrom theOAUandtheUNO.

 He gave charismatic relationship and influence that increased the
determinationoffreedom fightersagainstwhitesettlerregime.

 HerecruitedwomenintotheranksoftheZANUandtheZANLAandthose
womengavegreatassistancetotheliberationwarthroughprovidingfood,
treatmenttothewoundedandespionageinformation.

 Mugabeinfluencedthecreationofayouthwing,whichconsolidatedthespirit
ofnationals-totheyoungAfricansinZimbabwe.

 MugabeaskedforinterventionoftheBritishgovernmentandcondemnedthe
incompetenceoftheBritishminorityregimeinfailingtosolvetheUDIissue.

 MugabeledZANU-PatrioticFronttothepre-independenceelections,which
the movementconsequently won the warwith majority seats in the
parliament.

 Mugabe petitioned Ian Smith's governmentto the UN Security Council;
purposelytowinthecounciltowardsZimbabwe'scause.

 HecalledupontheinternationalcommunitytosidewithAfricansinZimbabwe
andcondemntheactivitiesoftheUDI

 MugabeledZANU-PFintopeacefuldiscussionswithZAPU-PFandIanSmith's
minorityregimeaimedatbringingapoliticalsolutiontotheconflict.

 Mugabeacceptedtheinstrumentsofpowerandhenceestablishedthefirst



AfricanmajoritygovernmentInZimbabwethatofficiallyledtoindependence
ofZimbabweonApril27,1980.

 HeinvitedtheZAPU-PFofJoshuaNkomotojoinZANU-PFinacoalition
government.

SummaryoftheroleoftheZimbabweAfricanNationalUnion
 TheZANUcarriedoutguerrillaattacksandraidsonwhiteplantationsand

businessesandgovernmentinstallations.
 TheZANUofde-campaignedtheUDIandIanSmith'sregime.
 ThemovementformedtheZimbabweAfricanNationalLiberationArmyasa

militarywingtointensifythestruggleagainstthewhiteregime.
 TheZANUandZANLAwagedaliberationwaragainsttheUDIgovernment.
 TheZANU-pfopenedupexternalbasestofacilitatethewarforexamplein

Zambia,TanzaniaandlaterMozambique.
 TheZANUsolicitedforassistancefrom thesocialistworldespeciallyChina.
 TheZANU-pfpetitionedIanSmith'sgovernmenttotheUN callingforthe

internationalbody'sintervention
 TheZANUsoughtforrecognitionfrom theOAUandconsequentlyaskedfor

assistancefrom Africangovernments.
 Themovementcreatedayouthwingintendedtospearheadnationalism at

grassroots.
 ThroughleaderslikeMugabe,theZANUgavecharismaticleadershipinthe

courseoftheindependencestruggle.
 TheZANU-pfcollaboratedwiththeZAPUtoconsolidateZimbabweanstruggle

againsttheUDI.
 The ZANU-pfparticipated in pre-independence discussion with the white

minorityregime aimed atbringing a politicalsolution to the conflictin
Zimbabwe.

 TheZANU recruitedwomeninhermilitaryandpoliticalranksasfighters,
nursesandinformers.

 TheZANU wonthesupportofShonaspiritualmediumswhoworkedwith
movementsasinstructorsindirectingthewar.

 The ZANU established an externalalliance with FRELIMO aimed at
consolidatinghermilitarystrengthandstrategiesduringtheindependence
struggle.

 The movementrecruited and trained guerilla fighters to strengthen the
struggleforAfricanmajorityrule.

 The ZANU organised liberated zones and made reforms thatincluded
provision offree education and health services,which popularized the
movement.

NATIONALISM INSOUTHWESTAFRICA1966-1990
Namibia(formerlySouthWestAfrica)isfoundinsouthwesternAfrica,northofthe
UnionoftheRepublicofSouthAfrica.TheoriginalinhabitantsofSouthWestAfrica
includedtheOvambointheNorthernareasclosertotheborderwithAngolaandthe
Hererointhecentral.TheNamaoccupiedtheSouthernareaswithotherminority
groups scattered in otherparts ofthe country.Whites began settling on the
Namibiancoastinthesecondhalfofthenineteenthcentury(around1868)andthese
includedtradersandmissionaries.

ThecountryfellunderGermanrulein1884until1915whentheBritishforcesfrom
SouthAfricaattackedandoccupiedSouthWestAfricafollowingtheoutbreakof



WorldWarI.TheVersaillesPeaceSettlementof1919thatdeterminedtheaftermath
ofWWImandatedNamibiatoSouthAfrica.In1920,thenewlyfoundationcustodian
ofworldpeace(theLeagueofNations)bestowedtoSouthAfricafulladministrative
andlegislativepowersoverSouthWestAfricaasatrusteeterritory.SouthAfricawas
allowedtoapplyherlawsoverNamibia,thussheexhibitedimperialistpoliciesinthe
southwestAfricancountry.

SouthAfricanmaladministrationinNamibiawastothedismayoftheUnitedNations
Organisation(UNO),thebodyestablishedin1945toreplacetheLeague.TheGeneral
AssemblyoftheUNOvotedtoterminatethemandateofSouthAfricainOctober
1966,asawayofpromotingsocio-economicadvancementineducation,progressive
economicdevelopmentandpreparethenativesforself-government.TheGeneral
AssemblyidentifiedconspiracyintheSouthAfricanapplicationofApartheidin
Namibia,whichledtoinequalitiesinrightsandwelfarebetweenwhitesandnon-
whites.

However,racistSouthAfricadefiedtheUNandchosetoannexSouthWestAfrica
andretaincontroloverheruntil1990.''ApartheidSouthAfricatreatedSouthwest
AfricaasifitwereafifthprovinceoftheSouthAfricanUnion."SouthAfrica’s
imperialism overSouth WestAfrica (Namibia)was influenced by economic,
politicalandmilitaryreasonsthatincludedtheFOLLOWING:

Referencequestions:
1,AccountforSouthAfricanimperialism overNamibia
2.TowhatextentwasSouthAfricaanobstacletotheindependenceofNamibia?

 SouthAfricadidnotrecognizetheclaim oftheUNGeneralAssemblyoverthe
formerGermancolony.TheApartheidregimeinPretoriaclaimedthatitwas
onlytheLeagueofNationsthathadlegitimatemandatetodeterminethefate
of South West Africa. However, since the League had collapsed
simultaneouslywiththeoutbreakofWorldWarII,SouthAfricahadother
motives.EvenwiththeinterventionofTheInternationalCourtofJustice
basedinHague,SouthAfricaunilaterallycontinuedadministeringNamibia.
ThehesitationofSouthAfricatowithdrawfrom SouthWestAfricahadforced
theUNGeneralAssemblytoseekforanadvisoryopiniononthepositionof
South Africa overNamibia.Thus,South Africa refused to acceptthe
supervisionoftheUNGeneralAssembly,nortosendanannualreporttothe
UNonheradministrationinNamibia.

 SouthAfricanrefusaltohonourthetermsoftheUnitedNationsTrusteeship
Council,towithdrawfrom Namibiaandpreparethecountryforindependence
wasdriven byracialintrigue (racism).The whitesofSouth Africa were
determinedtomaintaintheirdominancyoverthenativesofNamibia.The
apartheidregimesinvestedheavilyinperpetuatingawhitepuppetgovernment
thatensuredmaintenanceofwhitesupremacyintheregionofSouthern
Africanregion.ThewhiteminoritygovernmentofSouthAfricafoundfantasy
insuppressingthenativesofNamibiaasitwasintheSouthAfricainfavour
ofpromotingwhitesuperioritycomplex.

 ApartheidSouthAfricavaluedtheeconomicpotentialofSouthWestAfrica.
Theabundantmineralresourceslikegold,diamonds,lead,zinc,cadmium and
uranium attractedtheapartheidgovernmenttoannexNamibia.Theeconomic
blessingofSouthWestAfricathereforewateredtheimperialinterestsof
SouthAfrica.MineralsweremostlyconcentratedatTsumebinthenorthand
theuranium mineatRossing.Namibiawastherichestsourceofthemost



prestigious gem diamonds and South Africa wanted to consolidate her
monopolyoverthesediamondfieldsalongthesoutherncoast.TheSouth
WestAfricanmineralswerecontrolledbyboththeSouthAfricanandWestern
companies.HenceSouthAfricanpolicyoverNamibiawasalsosupportedby
herwesterntradingpartners.

 Consequently,SouthWestAfricawasofgreatmilitaryimportancetothe
apartheidregimeinSouthAfrica.Owingtothepresenceofuranium thatis
vitalin the manufacture and generation ofnuclearweapons and power
respectively,SouthAfricahadadream ofbecominganuclearpowerfor
securityreasons.Thus,shecouldnotrecognizethesovereigntyofSouth
WestAfricaasthiscouldhavedeniedhertheopportunityofcompetingwith
the western powers.The apartheid regime had builta nuclearweapons
programmesupportedbyanuclearindustrywhosesuccessdependedof
SouthAfrica'scontrolovertheuranium minesatRossing.SomeofSouth
Africa'swesterntradingpartnersalsodependedonNamibianuranium to
enhancetheirnuclearprogrammesaswell.

 StrategicconsiderationsinfluencedthepolicyofSouthAfricaoverSouth
WestAfrica.Thecountry(Namibia)actedasabufferstateseparatingSouth
Africafrom Angola.ThePopularMovementfortheLiberationofAngola
(MPLA)guerrillasinAngola,andlaterthegovernment,wassympatheticto
communistinfluence.TheApartheidgovernmentfearedthatthecommunist
ideologycouldendangertheprivilegedpositionandpowerofthewhitesin
South Africa.South Africa preferred establishing a multiracialinternal
governmentin Namibia than enable the pro-MarxistSWAPO to takeover
governmentandlaterallowcommunist(Marxist)inOrangeRiverregion.The
deployment of close to 20000 Cuban troops in independent Angola
strengthenedthestrategicimportanceofNamibiatoSouthAfrica.

 Besides,SouthAfricafearedthegrowingtideofNamibiannationalism under
the South WestAfrican Peoples Organisation (SWAPO).The Namibian
revolutionarymilitarystrugglewasathreattotheapartheidregimeinSouth
Africa.SouthAfricawasdeterminedtopreventtheincreasingradicalSWAPG
from achievingself-ruleforNamibiaandconsequentlycometopower.The
success ofthe SWAPO in achieving self-rule forNamibia could have
motivatedincreasednativeuprisingsagainstthewhiteminorityregimein
SouthAfrica.

 SouthAfricaretainedcontroloverSouthWestAfricaasawayofprotecting
whitesettlersagainstthemajorityruleofmillionsofAfricans.Whitesettlers
from SouthAfricamovedintoNamibiafrom 1920,thefirstmandateyearof
SouthAfrica.Nativeresistanceslikethe"TheRehobothrevolts"affectedwhite
advancementintoNamibiabutthePretoriagovernmentdeclaredmartiallaw
(stateofemergence)tocontainthesituation.Manyofthemembersofthe
traditionalcouncilwhostronglydemandedforcompleteindependencewere
alsoarrested,andthissettledthedusttoenableincreasedwhitesettlementin
thecountry.By1945,therewereoveronehundred thousand settlersin
NamibiaandthecountryhadbeensecuredasaWhiteman'scountry.The
settlersownedalmostthearablelandinNamibiaasmostoftheAfricans
werepushedintoreserves.

 SouthWestAfricawasasourceofcheaplabourforeconomicbenefitsin
South Africa.Many ofthe Namibians offered labourin South African
industriesaswellasminesandplantationsinbothSouthAfricaandSouth
WestAfrica.ThelinkagebetweenSouthAfricaandSouthWestAfricawas
thatofanindustrialzoneinapartheidSouthAfricadevelopedbythelabour
forceofNamibia.Hence,theindustrialgrowthofSouthAfricacouldhardly



survivewithoutcontinuoussupplyofworkersfrom theannexedNamibia.The
introductionoftheContractWorkersLabourSystem wasgearedtowards
consolidatingthepositionofNamibiaasthefeederofcheaplabourtowhite
investmentsinbothSouthAfricanandSouthWestAfrica.

 TheapartheidgovernmentandwhiteinvestorsofSouthAfricahadmany
investmentsinSouthWestAfrica,Therefore,Namibiannationalism wasa
threattotheinvestmentsandeconomicdevelopmentsinitiatedbythewhites
inSouthWestAfrica.TherewerehugeinvestmentsinNamibiamadebythe
South African governmentand multi-nationalcompanies in agriculture,
industriesandminesthatmadehugeprofits.GrantingindependencetoSouth
WestAfrica would be forsaking such huge investments thatcould be
nationalisedbycommunistmindedSWAPO potentialgovernment.Besides,
therewerealsoinvestmentinterestsofwesterncountriesinNamibiathat
wereunderprotectionofSouthAfrica.TheBritishhadover25%,18%forWest
Germany,theUSAhad15%whileFranceandCanadahadabout2%each.The
westernpowers(AlsoknownastheWesternContactGroup)hencesupported
SouthAfricandominanceoverSouthWestAfrica.

THERISEANDGROWTHOFNAMIBIANNATIONALISM

Referencequestions:
1.Accountfortheriseofmilitantnationalism inSouthWestAfrica
2. ExaminethecausesoftheNamibianwarofindependencebetween1966and
1990

ThestruggleforindependenceinNamibiawaslaunchedbytheSouthWestAfrican
PeoplesOrganisation(SWAPO),aliberationmovementestablishedin1960underthe
leadershipofSam Nujoma,andtheSouthWestAfricanNationalUnion(SWANU)led
byToivoJaToivo.TheNamibianwaragainstSouthAfricabroke-outonAugust25,
1966untilMarch21,1990,whenthecountryregainedindependence.Thecausesof
Namibianarmedresistanceincludedthefollowing:

 TheheroicresistanceputupagainsttheGermansduringtheNama-Herero
uprising (1904-06)made the growth ofmilitary nationalism inevitable.
AlthoughtheNama-Hererorebellionwascrashedby1906,itgavepractical
lessonstotheNamibianstore-organiseagainstforeigndomination.Hence,
strongerresistance emerged afterWorld WarIIas the restofAfricans
demandedforindependence,inthe1950sforexample,Africansespeciallythe
HereroinSouthernandcentralpartsorganisedresistancesdemandingfor
equalshareinthewhitedominatedeconomy,andabetterwayoflife.These
resistanceswerespearheadedbynativeleaderslikeChiefHoseaKutako.The
Nama,Bergadamara and Ambo laterjoined the resistances.The native
resistancespreparedgroundformodernnationalism inNamibia.

 Consequently,thewindofchangethatsweptacrossAfricaafterWorldWarII
hadagreatimpactonNamibiannationalism.FollowingtheendofWorldWarI
theentireAfricancontinentwaslockedinnationalistuprisingsasAfricans
demandedforindependence,inNamibia,likeSouthAfrica,Genera!Smutsthe
SouthAfricanleaderandgreatallyoftheBritishinWorldWarIIrecruited
AfricansintotheSouthAfricanforcesthatfoughtalongsidetheAlliedforces.
Aftertheendofthewar,GeneralSmutsattemptedtoimplementsomeofthe
reformshepromisedtheAfricansofNamibiaandSouthAfricathatwould
minimizeontheirsufferingandmiseryandendinequalitieswiththewhites.
HetriedensuringbettereducationandemploymentopportunitiesforAfricans



withachanceofenfranchisingthem.However,thereformistregimeofSmuts
endedshortlywhenhelostthe1948electiontoanAfrikanerradicaland
conservativeracialleader,Dr.Malan.By1966,majorityoftheAfricanstates
hadattainedtheirsovereigntyfrom whitedomination.InSouthWestAfrica,
therewerenosignsofpoliticaldevelopmentstoprepareformajorityrule.The
nativeshenceresortedtomilitarism asameansofdemandingforfreedom,
justiceandindependence.

 TheformationofpoliticalassociationsandpartiesbythepeopleofSouth
WestAfricainthe1950s,increasednationalisticfeelingsinthecountry.Ina
bidtomobilisethemselvestowardsself-rule,theHereroformedtheHerero
South WestAfrican NationalUnion (HSWANU)in 1955,which waslater
transformedintoabroad(SWANU)in1959toattractnationalpopularity.The
leadersofSWANUincludedToivoHermanjaToivo,MburumbaKerinaand
KozonguiziJariretundu.In1957,JacobKuhanguaandSam Nujomaformed
theOvambolandPeople'sCongress,laterOvambolandPeoplesOrganisation
(OPO).The OPO was laterrevitalised into South WestAfrican Peoples
Organisation (SWAPO)in 1960.The SWAPO and the SWANU led the
revolutionarystruggleagainstthedominanceoftheApartheidregime.The
SWAPO inaugurated Youth and Women leaguesand the PLAN (Peoples
LiberationArmyofNamibia)ataconferenceheldatTangainTanzaniain
December1969.

 The natives in Namibia resented the unpopularcontractworkers labour
system.Thediscontentmentofcontractandmigrantworkersbecamewide
spreadastheycomplainedoflittlepayandracialdiscriminationbytheirwhite
bosses.Underthecontractlaboursystem,Africanrecruitsweretakentowork
inwhitesettlementsonroads,railwaysandminesbuttheycouldnotstaywith
theirfamilies.Theywere notallowed to determine theiremployers nor
negotiatetheircontractorwagesandAfricansequatedthissystem toslavery.
NationalistmovementsliketheSWANUmadetheendingofcontractlabour
theirmainobjectivewhiletheOPOtransformeditselfintoSWAPOwithanaim
ofoverthrowingcolonialism andbringanendtocontractlabour.Protests
againstthecontractlaboursystem continuedinthecountrywiththefamous
nation-wide strike in December1971 thatinvolved over20000 contract
workers.ManyofthecontractworkersdeportedtoOvambolandbecame
recruitsintheSWAPO.

 Failureofpeacefulmeansofdemandingforindependenceledtotheriseof
militantnationalism inSouthWestAfrica.TheNamibiansusedboycottsand
demonstrationsespeciallyinthecapitalWindhoekbuttheSouthAfrican
governmentreacted violentlytowardspeacefulNamibiandemonstrations.
TheviolentresponsetoAfricanpeacefuldemonstrationse.g.shootingatthe
unarmedcrowdsincreasedAfricananger,leadingtomilitantnationalism in
SouthWestAfrica.In1959inoneoftheAfricanboycottsintheCapital,the
AdministratorGeneralofSouthWestAfrica(representativeofthePretoria
government)exhibitedactsofbrutalitybyorderingtheshootingofAfrican
demonstrators,killingaboutthem.TheviolenceunleashedonAfricansbythe
apartheidrepresentativeadministrationinNamibiathusinfluencedthenative
nationaliststo resortto armed resistance.To noteisthatAfricanshad
employednon-violentmeansofdemandingfortheirfreedomsforeleven
yearsbefore1966.

 The white minorityregime established Bantustans in South WestAfrica
whoseconditionswererejectedbyAfricans.TheNamibiannativesi.e.the
Ovambo,Nama,Herero,Bergadamara and otherminority groups were
restrictedtotheirnativeregionsoforiginasawaytopromotetribalism and



declinenationalunity.TheBantustanswereatransformationoftheearlier
createdAfricanreserves.TheBantustanpolicythatcausedgrievancesamong
Namibiansandcausedthem tofightforindependencewascreatedbythe
same1969ActthatreducedthestatusofNamibiatoamereprovinceof
SouthAfrica.TheAfricanhomelandswerecreatedwiththeso-calledself-
governinginstitutionstodisguiseAfricanindependence,in1959,thewhites
had earlieron planned to createAfrican settlementsoutsidethecapital
Windhoek,whichalarmedAfricanchiefstomobilisenativestojoinpolitical
partiesanddemandforindependence.

 TheUN recommendationsonthepositionofSouthWestAfricainfluenced
militarism inthecountry.TheUNterminatedtheSouthAfricanmandateover
SouthWestAfricaonOctober27,1966andthismeantthattheUnitedNations
CouncilforNamibia becamethelegaladministratorofthecountry.The
apartheidregimeofSouthAfricarejectedthedecisionoftheUN General
Assemblybyrefusing to recalltheirAdministratorGeneralappointed to
administer Namibia. Both Namibian nationals and the international
communityviewedSouthAfrica'shesitantpositionasimperialistic.Thisledto
theemergenceofmilitantnationalism InNamibia.

 In1950,SouthAfricagraduallyimposedapartheidinSouthWestAfrica,which
provokedmilitantnationalism inthecountry.TheAfricansweredeprivedof
politicalparticipation,allthefertileareasweregazettedforwhitesettlement
andAfricanswereleftwithlimitedornosocio-economicrights.Accordingto
areportbytheUnitedNationsCouncilonNamibia,thelawsofSouthWest
Africa,likethoseofSouthAfricacametobebasedonapartheid.Apartheid
lawslikelabourregistrationandpasslawswereimplementedinSouthWest
Africa.Thestrictenforcementoftheapartheidpolicyinpracticeincreased
inequalitiesinallspheresoflifeamongtheracesinNamibia.The"white
supremacy"promotedbytheapartheidpolicycompletelysubordinatedthe
interestsandwelfareofthe"Natives"andthe"coloureds."Theinconsistencies
intheapartheidsystem influencedNamibiannationaliststoquestforfreedom.

 TheannexationofNamibiabytheapartheidgovernmentasSouthAfrica's
otherprovincecreatedfearamongtheNamibiansleadingtoincreasedtheir
activitiesofmilitancy.TheannexationofNamibiawaslongpreparedandput
inthe"OdendaalPlan"of1964andwasonlypendingimplementation.Thus,in
linewiththe"OdendaalPlan,"thePretoriagovernmentpassedanActin1969,
whichreducedNamibiatothestatusofafifthprovinceofSouthAfrica.This
meantthatitwasillegalandarebellioniftheAfricansinSouthWestAfrica
demandedforindependence.ThedesirebyNamibiannationaliststoblock
SouthAfricanabsorptionoftheirnationandtheneedtoachievesovereign
recognitioninfluencedtheNamibianwarofindependence.

 ThecontinuedeconomicexploitationofSouthWestAfricabytheapartheid
regimeraisedAfricangrievances.SouthAfricacontrolledtheminingindustry
andallcommercialactivitiesinthecountryfrom industrytoretailtradewere
inthehandsofwhites.TherewasalotofplunderingofNamibianresources
bybothSouthAfricanadministratorsandcompanies.Inthemines,theSouth
African companies intensively squandered Namibian natural mineral
resourcesincludingdiamonds,copperanduranium muchtothewakeof
worrying Namibians thatby the time South African unilateral(illegal)
occupationended,therewouldbelittlemineralwealthleftforthefuture
developmentoftheircountry.TheNamibianswerethereforeimpoverishedas
economicbenefitsfrom theirresourceswenttoSouthAfrica.Thisangered
theNamibiansandforcedthem toriseupagainsttheapartheidregime.

 Thecontinued whitesettlementsin South WestAfricaincreased African



grievances.From thetime,SouthAfricabecameatrusteepoweroverthe
formerGermancolony,thewhitesettlersflockedthecountryinlargenumbers.
Following the South African mandate overNamibia in 1920,the white
populationgraduallyincreasedthatbytheearly1960's,therewereabout
100,000whitesinSouthWestAfrica.Thepresenceofwhitesettlersexhibited
asimilarpicturelikein South Africawherethesocio-economicand the
politicalaffairsweredominatedbyminoritywhites.Thesettlerpresencein
NamibiathreatenedthepoliticalandeconomicstatusofAfricanswhoroseup
throughanarmedstruggle.

 Consequently,thepoorlandpolicyadoptedbytheSouthAfricangovernment
inSouthWestAfricaledtomilitantnationalism.Thepolicyofgazettingallthe
fertilelandsforthewhitesettlerstocontrolmademanyoftheAfricansto
losetheirland,intheduecourse,manyAfricanswereleftlandlessand
becamesquattersinthedryandinfertilegrasslands.Thepolicyofgrabbing
AfricanSand beganearlyinthe1890swhentheGermansoccupied the
Namibianterritory,forcingtheHereroandBergadamaraoutofpresentday
Windhoek.Thediscoveryofmineralsworsened theland problem in the
northernareasofthecountryandalongthesoutherncoast.Africanrightto
landownershipwasmostlyinreserveswhileoutsidethereserves,Africans
experiencedunhealthycompetitionforgrazinggroundswithwhitefarmers
whoweremoreadvantaged.SinceAfricanscouldnotownlandexceptin
reserves,mostwereforcedtoseekforworkonwhitefarms.Thisinfluenced
Namibianstoriseupagainsttheapartheidregime.

 Forced labourimposed on Namibians rightfrom the time ofGerman
occupationprovokedtheriseofAfricannationalism.Inthemineralfields,
plantationsandindustries,Africanswereforcedtoofferlabourwithlittleorno
payatall.Thelaboursystem ofcoercingAfricansintoofferinglabourfor
whites contradicted with the African understanding ofwork thatwas
communalinnatureforfamilyandcommunitydevelopment.Forcedlabour
system inNamibiabecamemoreseriousinthe1920sasthesettlerfarmers
complained of labour shortage on their farms. The South African
administrationpassedtheMasterandServantsProclamationof1920,which
amongotherthingsprohibitedAfricansfrom neglectingdutyordeserttheir
masters.ThissituationofAfricanworkersworsenedwithincreasedwhite
settlementanddiscoveryofmoreeconomicpotentialsinNamibia.Africans
were also forbidden from participating in trade union movements.
Consequently,Africansworkedforlongerhours,whichledtoboycottsand
demonstrationsastheyfoughtforbetterworkingconditions.Theresultwas
thearmedstrugglethatbrokeoutin1966.

 TheriseofmilitantnationalistsledtotheemergenceofNamibianarmed
struggle.ThenationalistsincludedJacobKuhangua,Sam NujomaandToivo
HermanJaToivo.Thesefounded modernpoliticalorganizationslikethe
SWAPOandtheSWANUwhoseimpatiencewithpeacefulmeansofachieving
self-rulemadethem resorttomilitarism.

 HaroldMacmillan'sspeechtoSouthAfricanall-whiteparliamentin1960hada
revolutionaryimpactonNamibiannationalism.TheBritishPrimeMinister
endedhistourofBritishareasofinfluenceinAfricainCapeTownwherehe
madethefamous"WindofChangeSpeech."Macmillan'saddresstotheSouth
African parliamentarians senta signalofawareness to the Namibian
nationalists.TheBritishPremierlamentedthat"Thewindsofchangeare
blowingthroughthecontinentandthattheimperialistnationalpoliciesmust
takeintoaccountofthisgrowthofnationalconsciousnessinAfricaasa
political fact." The South African government rejected Macmillan's



observationandthisarousednationalisticfeelingsamongNamibiantofight
forself-rule.

 Withtheabovefactors,thechangetomilitarism thusbecameinevitable.This
militantoptionwasspearheadedbySWAPOin1960.Withamoreorganized
leadership,SWAPObecamemorepopularthanSWANU.Between1960and
1966,SWAPOrecruitedfightersandsentthem fortraininginZambia,Egypt,
AlgeriaandRussia.LatertheseguerillasweregroupedintoPLAN i.e.the
people'sliberationarmyofNamibiawhichwagedanarmedstruggleagainst
theSouthAfricangovernmentinAugust1966.

OBSTACLESTONAMIBIANINDEPENDENCE

Referencequestions:
1.AccountforthedelayedindependenceofSouthWestAfrica
2. ExaminethefactorsthatunderminedNamibiannationalism between1950and
1990
3.DiscusstheobstaclestotheindependenceofSouthWestAfrica

 Theuseofpeacefulmeansofagitatingforindependenceduringtheinitial
stages of the Namibian nationalism hardly threatened South African
occupation.Formostofthe1950s,thepoliticalparties,whichemergedin
Namibia atthe time like the Herero South WestAfrican NationalUnion
(HSWANU)formedin1955andtheOvambolandPeoplesOrganisation(QPQ)
formedin1959devotedmuchoftheireffortstodemandingforreformsfrom
theSouthAfricanoccupyinggovernment.Theirdiplomaticandnegotiating
measureshardlyconvincedSouthAfricathatwascommittedtoexploiting
Namibianresourcesandmaintainingthenativesas3sourceofcheaplabour.
Thenon-violentmeansofdemandingforindependencebyHSWANUandOPO
werehencepoorstrategiesofdefeatingSouthAfricandominance.

 Inspiteofsharingacommonenemy,Namibiansweredividedonethniclines.
Ethnicity frustrated Namibian nationalism since the nationalist groups
foundedtochampionfreedom werelittlemorethantribalorganisations.The
SWAPO underSam Nujoma was dominated bythe Ovambo,while The
SWANUledbyToivoJaToivowaspredominantlyapartyoftheHerero.These
tribesamongotherswerehistoricallyatadifferenceandforsometimedid
notadoptacommonapproachagainstSouthAfrica.Thewhitegovernment
recruitedtheNamaandHererotribesagainsttheOvambotribeinNorthern
NamibiathatspearheadedthestruggleforNamibianIndependence.Hence,
tribalnationalism inSouthWestAfricaworkedinfavourofSouthAfrican
dominanceinthecountry.

 Besides,ideologicaldifferencesalsoexistedamongfreedom fighters.Intheir
attempttosecureinternationalsympathy,theSWAPO leaderscameunder
Marxistinfluence.LikeothermovementsuchastheMPLA ofAngola,the
SWAPO foundasympatheticbaseinthecommunistworld,from countries
liketheUSSR,Cuba,China,Tanzaniaetc.Thiscommunistinfluencescared
awaynationalistswhobelievedincapitalism;theyjoinedSWANUtosabotage
SWAPO'snationalistefforts.Manyofthem becameinternalopponentstothe
liberationcauseforfearofSWAPO'scommunistleadership.TheSWAPO's
leantowardstheeasternbloccouldnotwinrecognitionfrom westernpowers
liketheUSAandGreatBritainwhobythenhadgreatinfluenceintheUNO.

 The military incompetence ofNamibian freedom fighters was a major
hindrance to the nationaliststruggle againstSouth Africa.The national
movementsweremilitarilyweakcomparedtotheSouthAfricanforces.They



tooklongtoacknowledgetheneedtosacrificetheirlivesforthesakeof
liberty.Theguerrillapopulationwassosmallandinsignificant.Theguerrilla
army (the Peoples Liberation Army ofNamibia)was illtrained,poorly
equippedandunderfacilitatedespeciallyattheinitialstage.TheSWANU
militarywingwasnoexceptional.Thisexplainswhytheliberationmovements
mainlyreliedontheirexternalbasestofightforindependence.

 EconomicweaknessofAfricansinSouthWestAfricawasasetbacktothe
struggleforliberation.EconomicincompetenceofNamibianswasdueto
whiteruleanddominationinthecountrysincetheGermaninvasioninthe
nineteenthcentury.Socio-economically,thenativeswerepoorandmanyof
them livedinhostilecommunitiesonfreerangesintheKalahariDesert.Many
ofthem workedascontractormigrantlabourersinurbancentersandwhite
settlerareas with minimalpayments.With theirmeagre earnings,the
Namibianscouldhardlyfinancetheliberationwar.

 However,apartheidSouthAfricawaseconomicallyadvantaged.Apartfrom
herorganized economyin South Africa,the apartheid governmenttook
advantageofherresourcesandthoseshecontrolledinSouthWestAfrica,to
investheavilyinthewaragainsttheSWAPO andtheSWANU.Apartfrom
fundingandequippingthearmy,thegovernmentsetupawidespynetwork.
ShewouldbribeofftheAfricansinSouthWestAfricatospyonthenationalist
movements,andsuchconspiringinformationwasofgreatimportancetothe
imperialistregime.Inaddition,SouthAfricawasdeterminedtoretainstrong
grip(control)overSouthWestAfricaasawayofpreservinghereconomicand
militaryinterests.SouthAfricahadanumberofmulti-nationalcompanies
whichhadheavilyinvestedinNamibiaandshefearedthattheIndependent
Namibian governmentwould interferewith theoperation oftheseSouth
Africancompanies.ThehugeinvestmentsofSouthAfricainNamibiahence
delayedthestruggleforindependence.

 Onmilitaryterms,SouthAfricanimperialistswereveryformidable(powerful).
Followingtheoutbreakofthearmedresistancein1966,SouthAfricasenta
powerfulforceofover5,000troopstoOvambolandaloneandtheCapriviStrip.
Theseforceswerewelltrained,armedtotheteethandsupportedbystrong
artillery,jetfightersandothersophisticatedweapons.SouthAfricanmilitary
strengthhadbeenprovedbyhersuccessfuldefeatofGermaninSouthWest
Africain1915duringWorldWarIandaspartofthevictoralliedpowersof
WorldWarII.

 The South African governmentalso enjoyed the supportofthe migrant
populationofthewhitesettlersinNamibia.Thewhitesettlerswereanxiousto
defendtheirprivilegesandfearedthegrowingthreatofnationalism inthe
SouthWestAfricanstate.ThebiggestpercentageofwhitesettlersinNamibia
camefrom SouthAfricaandhadbeenguaranteedaspecialpositioninthe
politicsandeconomicsofthecolony.Theythereforejoinedthegovernment
forcesoutoftheirselfishandracistinterestswhichincludedtheneedto
protecttheireconomicdominanceoverNamibiannatives.SouthAfricaalso
fearedthatIndependentgovernmentofNamibiawouldtakeawaytheland
thatwascontrolledbythewhitesettlerstoresettletheAfricanswhowere
livinginreserves.

 Besides,theharshpoliciesusedbytheSouthAfricangovernmentagainst
Namibianssilencednationalism inSouthWestAfrica.Theapartheidregime
used the armyand police to suppress native demonstrations,abolished
workersorganisations(tradeunions),outlawedAfricanpoliticalmovements
andimprisonedNamibianpoliticians;andfrom 1976,manypeasantsalong
theAngolan-SouthWestAfricanborderweredisplacedbygovernmentforfear



thattheywereconnectingfreedom fighterstotheAngolangovernment.All
thesebrutalpoliciesofSouthAfricascaredmanyNamibiansfrom joiningor
aidingtheliberationstrugglehencefrustratingnationalism.

 TheintroductionofApartheidpolicyinNamibiain1969wasadeliberate
attemptbySouthAfricatofrustrateNamibianindependencestruggle.The
unveiling oftheracistpolicyfollowed thedeclarationofNamibiaafifth
provinceofSouthAfrica.SimilarApartheidlawsasinSouthAfricawere
introducedtohinderAfricansfrom formingmassnationalisticmovementsor
engageinanti-governmentactivities.Thesystem alsolegitimizedarbitrary
arrestanddetentionofnationalistsandrestrictedmovementsofsuspected
AfricanswithinandoutsideNarnibia.Africangazettedsettlements(reserves)
weretransformedintoBantustansasawayofpromotingethnicattachments
amongnatives,preventingnationalunityanddenyingfreedom fightersmass
support.Asaresult,someactiveleadersandpotentialnationalistescaped
thewrathofapartheidandfledintoexile

 TheformationoftheTriumvirateAlliancei.e.theGangofThreestrengthened
SouthAfricaoverNamibiannationalists.Duringtheera(regime)ofHendrik
Verwoerd(1958-66),theapartheidgovernmententeredintoapartnershipwith
DonSalazarofPortugalandIanSmithofSouthernRhodesiaknownasthe
TriumvirateAlliance.Thepartnergovernmentsagreedtoshareintelligence
information,strategies,and military and diplomatic supportin orderto
frustratenationalism inthesouthernAfricanregion.Theexpectedsupport
from SouthernRhodesiaandPortugalenabledtheapartheidregimetoplan
aheadofNamibiannationalistmovementsofSWAPOandSWANU.

 The double standards ofwestern world proved anotherobstacle to the
liberationofSouthWestAfrica.USA,Britain,GermanyandotherNATOpowers
weresympathetictotheapartheidgovernmentandweremajoralliesofSouth
Africaduringthecoldwarperiod.Apartfrom gainingfrom theexploitationof
Namibian mineral resources, the western powers possessed huge
investmentsinthecountryandanumberofmulti-nationalcompaniesjustlike
SouthAfrica.Germanyhadabout18%,USA15%,Britain25%,France2%and
Canadahadabout2% oftheforeigninvestmentsinNamibia.Inorderto
protecttheireconomicinterestsinNamibia,westernpowershelpedSouth
Africatoneutraliseeconomicandpoliticalsanctionsimposedonherbythe
UNOandtheOAU.

 Consequently,coldwarpoliticsdelayedtheindependenceofSouthWest
Africa.ThecapitaliststatessuchasBritain,FranceandtheUSAdetestedthe
communistoutlookoftheSWAPOandthecontinuedsupporttothepolitical
movementbycommuniststatesliketheUSSR.Thiswascomplicatedfurther
bythepresenceofover20,000CubantroopsinAngoladuringsince1975.
Westernpowersthus,extendedfinancialandmilitaryaidtoSouthAfricaand
approvedtheclaim thatherwithdrawalfrom SouthWestAfricamustcoincide
withthepulloutoftheCubantroopsfrom Angola.

 ThedoublestandardsoftheUnitedNationsOrganisation(UNO)wereharmful
tonationalism ofSouthWestAfrica.TheUNOdidlittletoeffectmeaningful
measuresinthedecolonizationofSouthWestAfrica.Apartfrom ending
SouthAfrica'smandatein1966andimposingsanctionsontheapartheid
government,theinternationalbodyhad herown shortcomings.Shewas
dominatedbythecapitaliststatesthatwinedanddinedwithSouthAfrica
under the cover of darkness.Therefore,the UNO did little towards
pressurisingSouthAfricatograntimmediateIndependencetoNamibia.The
bodydidnothingtopunishmemberstatesthatviolateditsprinciples;casein
point,in1971theUNO forwardedNamibia'squestiontotheInternational



CourtofJusticeatHaguebutnothingwasdonetoforceSouthAfricaoutof
Namibia.

 TheweaknessesoftheOAUwerealsoexploitedbytheapartheidregimein
SouthAfricatodelayherwithdrawfrom Namibia.Thecontinentalbodysince
itsformationin1963wasfeebleanddivided.Apartfrom lackingafinancial
base,thebodyhadnocontinentalarmytoreinforcethearmedstrugglein
SouthWestAfrica.Besides,manyofhermemberswereeitherengagedin
interstateconflictsorpre-occupiedwithdomesticproblemse.g.Mozambique
andAngolawereplungedintocivilwars.ThismeantthatOAU couldnot
effectively support the SWAPO's endeavours in securing Namibian
sovereigntyfrom SouthAfricandominance.Othermembersco-operatedwith
theapartheidregimetothedismayoftheOAU'ssanctionse.g.Malawiand
Mauritius.

 The delayed independence of neighbouring states such as Angola,
Mozambique,Zimbabweand South Africa equallyaffected theNamibian
effortstowardsself-determination.TheNamibianfreedom fighterslackedthe
necessarysupportfrom theneighbouringstates,orsafeexternalbasesin
exile because these states were equally struggling fortheirsovereign
existencefrom foreigndominance.Upto1975,thePortugueseinAngola
frustratedtheSWAPOandhelpedSouthAfricatokeepaneyeonOvamboland
andtheCapriviStrip.

 ThestrategicimportanceofSouthWestAfricatotheSouthAfricanapartheid
regimehinderedthecountry'sindependence.Apartfrom theNamibiaacting
asabufferstateagainstcommunistinfluenceinAngola,SouthAfricaneeded
tomaintainoccupationintheformerGermancolonytofrustratetheANC
operationsinNamibia.Importanttonote,grantingindependencetoAfricans
ofNamibiawouldnotonlyincreasetheANCattacksonSouthAfricabutalso
laythefoundationtothecollapseofapartheidastheANCwouldjustifyher
causeoffightingagainstwhiteminoritydomination.

FACTORSTHATFAVOUREDTHEINDEPENDENCEOFSOUTHWESTAFRICA

ReferenceQuestions:
1.AccountforthesuccessofNamibiannationalism by1990
2.ExaminethefactorsthatfavouredtheattainmentofNamibianindependence

SouthWestAfricaregainedherindependenceonMarch21,1990leadingtothefinal
collapse ofSouth African imperialism since 1919.The triumph ofNamibian
nationalism wasattributedtoaseriesoffactors:

 Thestrongsenseofnationalism amongNamibiansandthewideappealofthe
struggleinthecountrybroughtindependencetoSouthWestAfrica.Inspiteof
theirethnicandideologicaldifferences,theNamibiansunanimouslycherished
theirpoliticalfreedom,whichgotthem unitedforthenationalcause.Thiswas
especiallyfeltamongtheNamaandtheHereroeversincethebrutalsuppression
oftheiruprisingbytheGermansintheearlytwentiethcentury.Thisnationalism
wasalsosharedbytheOvambo,theBantuspeakersclosetotheAngolanborder.
Allthattheyneededwasmobilization,leadershipandinternationalbacking

 TherepressivemeasuresandpoliciespursuedbytheracistregimeofSouth
AfricaagainstNamibiannativesfuelednationalism inSouthWestAfrica.The
whitesbothinSouthAfricaandSouthWestAfricawereanxioustoperpetuate
theirdominationandexploitationovertheAfricancivilrights.Inabidtosuppress
nationalistmovements,thewhitesalsoarrestedanddetainedAfricanpoliticians.



Otherswerekilledintheprocess.Africanhomesteadsandplantationswere
destroyedcausingdisplacementandhumansuffering.Thesemeasurescaused
popular discontent among the masses who got more nationalistic and
determinedtofightfortheirfreedom.

 Theformationofmasspoliticalmovementswasinstrumentalinpromotingthe
struggleforNamibianfreedom.CasesinpointincludedtheSouthWestAfrican
People's Organisation (SWAPO)formally OPO and the South WestAfrican
NationalUnion(SWANU)formallyHSWANU.Inspiteoftheirweaknessesand
internalwrangles,thesepoliticalorganisationsexposedtheNamibianstotheart
oforganisationandleadership.Inparticular,theSWAPOgraduallytransformed
herselfinto a nationalistmovement.She broughttogetherthe scattered
communities and helped to narrow down ethnic,religious and regional
differencesamongthenationalistsandsupporters.TheSWAPOalsoprovidedan
umbrellaunderwhichexternalassistancewasprovided.Itmobilizedthemasses
especiallyamong the Herero tribe ofSouthern Namibia.The SWANU also
reconciled withtheSWAPO and mobilized theHerero inthesouthtowards
independence,whicheventuallyledtothesuccessoftheliberationstruggle.It
washowever,thepopularityoftheSWAPOinNamibiaandabroadthatpavedway
totheindependenceofSouthWestAfrica

 ThecompetentleadershipofSam Nujomawasequallyhelpfulinthestrugglefor
independence.NujomagavetoSouthWestAfricawhatMandelaofferedtoSouth
Africa.Hewasadynamic,charismaticandableorganizes.Athome,hetriedto
promoteunitywithintheSWAPO andpopularisedthemovementamongthe
masses.Abroad,Sam Nujomasoughtforforeignsympathyandinterventionin
theNamibiancause.Throughhim,theSWAPO wasabletorecruitandsend
guerillasfortraininginZambia,Tanzania,AlgeriaandtheUSSR.Nujomaadopted
socialism whichenabledhim toattractcommunistassistance.Bythetimeofthe
collapseofcoldwar,NujomawasahouseholdnamenotonlyinSouthWest
Africabutalsointernationally

 ActiveresistanceputupbyNamibiansthroughmilitarism broughtindependence
toSouthWestAfrica.Apartfrom usingGandhiism,Africanstookuparmsagainst
SouthAfricanimperialists.Theyrealisedthattheideaofindependenceand
freedom becamestrongerwhensuchideaswerewashedinbloodofthemartyrs.
Thus,in1966theliberationwarwaslaunchedbySWAPOinOvamboland,northof
Namibia.TheguerillascarriedoutsurpriseattacksontheSouth.Africanforces,
white settlements and governmentbasses.Through sabotage,the freedom
fightersinflicteddamage,createdinsecurityandfearamongsttheimperialists
andtheirsupporters.

 Consequently,the militarystrategyused in the warputSouth Africa ata
disadvantage.Owingtotheirmilitaryinferiority,theSWAPO fightersandother
underground movementsavoided pitched battlesand concentrationoflarge
armiesin militarysettlements.Instead,theyused guerilla tacticsbased on
surpriseattacksofhitandrun;sometimestheyorganizedretreatsacrossthe
Angolanborder.Inthisway,SouthAfricanforceswereconstantlykeptonthe
move.TonoteisthattheNamibianswerefightingonfamiliargrounds.Thehome
groundadvantageenabledNamibiansuccessinthestruggle.TheSWAPO for
example,depended heavily on the popularsupportgotfrom the masses
especiallytheOvambopeopleinNorthernNamibiaforitspoliticalandmilitary
success.

 AtthetimeofthestrugglefortheindependenceofSouthWestAfrica,South
Africawasfightingonanumberoffronts.Apartfrom thewaragainsttheSWAPO,
the Pretoria governmentwas pre-occupied with domestic and international
problems.She was busy trying to contain nationalism in South Africa



spearheadedbyANC's"UmkhontoweSizwe"andPAC's"Poqo"thus,although
South African troops were concentrated in South WestAfrica,they were
overstretchedinOvambolandandtheCapriviStripaswellaselsewhere.Forthis
reasontherefore,theSouthAfricangovernmentwasdoublesqueezedbythe
AfricansbothinSouthAfricaandSouthWestAfrica,whichfavouredNamibian
causeforindependence

 ThewarinSouthWestAfricawasverycostlytotheSouthAfricangovernment,
makingthedecolonisationofthecountryinevitable.ThecontrolofSouthWest
Africa bythe Apartheid regime became more precarious,with South Africa
wastingaboutabillionRandintryingtocontroltheNamibiannationalists.This
economicstrainweakenedSouthAfricatoalevelofacceptingpeacetalkswith
theNamibiannationalists,whichfinallydeliveredself-ruleandfinallyendedthe
long-term whitedominationinthecountrysincetheGermanoccupationinthe
latenineteenthcentury.

 Thesupportfrom frontlinestatesplayedakeyroleinthedecolonisationofSouth
WestAfrica.LedbyTanzania,ZambiaandNigeria,thesefrontlinestateswere
laterjoinedbyAngolaandMozambiquein1975.WiththesupportoftheOAU,the
frontlinestatesgavepracticalsupporttotheSWAPO throughscholarshipand
militarytraininginamorefriendlyandfreeworld.TheSWAPOtrainedmanyof
herguerillas in Angola underthe patronage ofthe MPLA governmentof
AgustinhoNetoandlaterDosSantos

 Thesupportfrom theOrganisationofAfricanUnity(OAU)ledtothesuccessof
theNamibianstruggle.Thecontinentalbodyofferedbothmilitaryandfinancial
supporttotheSWAPO andconvincedmemberstoreceiveNamibianrefugees
and facilitate theirwelfare.The bodycooperated with the UNO to impose
economicandpoliticalsanctionsagainstSouthAfrica.TheOAUalsoconvinced
memberstatestocutoffdiplomaticandtradetieswithSouthAfricaasawayof
forcingheroutofNamibia.

 TheNamibiannationalistsbenefitedalotfrom thegoodwillandhelpoftheir
friendsfrom thecommunistworld.Owingtohersocialistideology,theSWAPO
establishedclosetieswiththeUSSR,ChinaandCuba.Thecommuniststates
providedtheSWAPOguerillafighterswithmilitarytraining,weaponsandartillery.
Sam NujomahimselfwastrainedintheSovietUnion.Thecommunistsalsotook
theoccasiontopressuriseSouthAfricaduringtheinternationalforurnslikethe
UN-GeneralAssemblytherebyaddingtheirvoicestothosethatcondemnedSouth
AfricandominanceinSouthWestAfrica

 ThecontributionofmembersoftheCommonwealthofNations:Theumbrella
organisationforBritishinteractionwithherformercoloniesprovidedaplatform
formemberstatestofightagainsttheapartheidpolicyinSouthAfricaand
Namibia.AfricanmemberstatesandIndiainfluencedtheexpulsionofSouth
Africafrom theCommonwealthin1967andcalledforfurtherdiplomaticand
economicsanctions.Thesememberstatesalsoextendedfinancialandmoral
supporttonationalistsinWestAfricaintheirquestforliberationfrom apartheid
regime.

 TheroleoftheUNO enabled thedecolonisationofSouthWestAfrica.The
custodianofworldpeaceterminatedtheSouthAfricanmandateoverSouthWest
Africain1966,andwentaheadtosupportmanyAfricanrefugeesfrom Namibia.
MembersoftheUNOprovidedasylum,scholarshipsandreliefaidtoNamibian
refugees.TheUNOusedherdiplomaticinfluencetoisolateSouthAfricathrough
economic and politicalsanctions.During the period ofNamibian struggle,
nationalistslikeSam Nujomaweregivenaplatform intheGeneralAssemblyto
presenttheirnationalcause.In1970,theUNO internationallyrecognisedthe
SWAPOasthenationalrepresentativeofNamibia.



 ThepositivegestureoftheUS-governmentofJimmyCarterfavouredNamibian
politicalfreedom.JimmyCartermountedpressureonSouthAfricatoinitiate
constitutionalreforms and politicalconcessions towards Namibians.The
changes instituted included increased representation ofNamibians in the
nationalAssemblyandgrantingeconomicrights.Thesechangesinitiatedbythe
USAbecameasteppingstonefortheindependenceofNamibia

 ThecollapseoftheTriumviratealliancedeniedtheSouthAfricangovernment
expectedsupportfrom herallies,henceenablingtheNamibiannationaliststo
succeed.Thealliancehadstartedweakeningfollowingtheassassinationof
Verwoerdin1966andtheparalysisofDonSalazarin1968buttheLisbonCoup
of1974dealtafinalblow to"Gangofthree."SouthAfricawasdeprivedof
Portuguesefriendshipandwasleftcompletelyisolatedfollowingthecollapseof
the UDI government in Southern Rhodesia (Zimbabwe) in 1980. The
independenceoftheformerPortuguesecoloniesofAngolaandMozambiqueand
thedecolonisationofZimbabweenabledNamibianstoacquireinspiration,moral
andmilitarysupportagainstSouthAfrica.

 TheendofColdWarin1989ledtothesuccessoftheindependencestrugglein
Namibia.SouthAfricahadsympathizedwiththecapitalistblochenceattracted
supportfrom theNATOmemberslikeUSA,BritainandFrancethatwereopposed
tothecommunistpowersliketheUSSRthataidedtheSWAPO.Withthecollapse
oftheColdWar,thewesterncapitalistcountriesstoppedsupportingSouthAfrica
andinsteadintensifiedpressuretotheapartheidgovernmenttowithdraw from
Namibia and grantfreedoms to South Africa.Consequently,South Africa
preparedtowithdrawfrom NamibiawhichledtoindependenceonMarch21,1990

 Assistancefrom theWorldCouncilofChurchesacceleratedtheindependenceof
Namibia.This councilcondemned the apartheid practices and called up
Christiansall-overtheworldtoassisttheAfricansinSouthWestAfricatofight
anddefeattheinhumanandanti-Christianpracticesbytheapartheidregime.

 TheriseofFredrickdeKlerkasleaderofSouthAfricain1989wasablessingto
Namibiannationalists.DeKlerkwasaliberalleadercommittedtoendingSouth
AfricanoccupationofNamibia.HebeganbyrelaxingSouthAfrica'scontrolover
Namibiathroughpoliticalandconstitutionalreforms.DeKlerkcalledforceasefire
and initiated political negotiations with the SWAPO and SWANU. His
administrationpreparedNamibianindependenceelectionsin1990andofficially
decolonisedthecountryonMarch21.

TheroleofTheSouthWestAfricanPeople'sOrganisation(SWAPO):

ReferenceQuestions:
1. HowfardidtheSouthWestAfricanPeople'sOrganisation(SWAPO)contribute

tothedecolonisationofNamibia?
2.ExaminetheroleofSWAPOinthestrugglefortheindependenceofSouthWest
Africa

The South WestAfrican People's Organization (SWAPO)was a mass political
movementformedonApril19,1960undertheleadershipofSam NujomaandJacob
Kahangua.ItwasformedasasuccessororganisationoftheOvamboPeople's
Organisation(OPO),whichhadbeenestablishedearlieronin1959.TheSWAPO
spearheadedtheIndependencestruggleofNamibiaupto1990whenSouthAfrica
withdrew.Theorganisationplayedamajorroleinthestruggleforindependencein
Namibiaasnotedbelow:

TheSWAPOprovidedableleadershiptotheliberationstruggleinNamibia.Theparty



haddynamicleaderslikeSam NujomaandJacobKahanguawhowereableto
convincemasssupportofNamibiansthatralliedbehindthecountry'scausetothe
struggleagainstSouthAfrica.Itwasthereforebecauseofthisableleadershipthat
Namibiaattainedherindependencein1990
TheorganisationpetitionedSouthAfricaintheInternationalCourtofJustice(ICJ)at
HagueinNetherlands.ThisfollowedSouthAfrica'scontinuedunilateral(illegal)
occupationofNamibiaafterdeclaringherthefifthprovinceoftheUnionofthe
RepublicofSouthAfricain1969.NamibiancaseattheIGattractedconcernfrom the
internationalcommunity,whichputpressureontheSouthAfricangovernmentto
withdrawfrom SouthWestAfrica

The SWAPO organised and participated in trade boycotts and strikes and
encouraged massinvolvementinthesenationwideanti-apartheid campaigns,in
December1971,SWAPO participated in a nationwide strike againstthe unfair
contractlabourpolicy,itinfluencedover20,000contractworkerstolaydowntheir
toolsuntilthetermsofworkwerereformed.Theboycottsandstrikeswereaimedat
weakening the economy of Namibia and force South African and western
multinationalcompaniesoutofNamibia

Itrecruitedandtrainedtheguerrillafighters.TheSWAPOencouragedmanynatives
tojointhenationalistforcesagainstSouthAfrica.Mostofthefreedom fighterswere
recruitedfrom Ovambolandinthenorthernregionofthecountry,whileotherswere
urbandwellersandformercontractworkers.Therecruitsweresentformilitaryand
guerrillatrainingtointheUSSR,Angola,ZambiaandTanzania.Therecruitedfighters
becameaninfluentialforceinfightingagainstcontinuedSouthAfricanoccupation.
In1969SWAPOmodernisedherguerillafightersintothePeople'sLiberationArmyof
Namibia(PLAN)aimedatpopularisingtheliberationwaramongthemasses.

TheSWAPOadoptedmilitarism orviolenceinthestruggleforIndependenceafter
thefailureofpeacefulmeans.OnAugust25,1966,SWAPO launchedanarmed
struggleagainsttheillegalSouthAfricanAdministrationinNamibia.Theleadership
ofSWAPOwaschallengedbytheSouthAfricadisrespectoftheUNOproposalof
puttingSouthWestAfricaundercustodyoftheUN-TrusteeshipCouncil

SWAPOformedacoalitionwithSWANUin1971,whichledtocreationofNational
Convention.TheNationalConventionhelpedtocreateastrong,unitedandcommon
NamibianfrontagainsttheSouthAfricanregime,whicheventuallyledtothesuccess
oftheliberationstruggleinNamibia

Itwonrecognitionfrom theUnitedNationsOrganisation(UNO).InDecember1972,
the United Nations GeneralAssembly recognised SWAPO as the legitimate
representativefortheNamibianpeople.Theorganisationtherefore,becamethe
officialspokesmanofNamibiaandthatiswhyshereceivedsupportfrom theUNO
soastobringaboutNamibia'sindependence

ItestablishedmilitarybasesintheneighbouringcountrieslikeTanzaniaandZambia.
Theseexternalbaseshelpedtotrainthefreedom fighterswholaterfoughtagainst
the South African regime.Anotherbase was established in Angola afterher
independencein1975.ThebaseinAngolabecameinstrumentalindestabilisingthe
SouthAfricanadministrationinNamibia
TheorganisationdiffusedethnicityinNamibiabycreatingunityamongstthevarious
tribesofNamibialiketheOvambo,NamaandHerero.ThisthereforemadeSWAPO
tocommandcountrywidesupportwhichenabledittofightagainsttheApartheid



regime,henceleadingtosuccessofthestruggleforNamibia'sIndependence.

Itsecuredsupportfrom thesocialistorcommuniststatesoftheUSSR,Cubaand
China.ThesestatesextendedmilitaryequipmentsaswellastrainingtotheSWAPO
freedom fighterswhichledtothesuccessoftheliberationstruggleby1990.

SWAPOwonrecognitionfrom theOrganisationofAfricanUnity(OAU).Asaresult,
theOAUthroughitsLiberationCommitteebasedinDar-es-salaam Tanzaniagave
moraland materialsupportto the liberation struggle in Namibia.The OAU
encouragedmemberstoreceiveandprovideasylum toNamibianfugitives.Allthis
wasaimedatdefeatingSouthAfricaandforcehertograntindependencetoNamibia.

SWAPOrecruitedandinvolvedwomeninthestruggleforNamibianindependence.It
establishedaWomenLeagueinchargeofthewomenfreedom fightersbrigadethat
playedaninfluentialroleintheliberationstruggle.Womensuppliedfoodandother
suppliestotheguerillas,actedasspies,treatedthewoundedandothersengagedin
combatfightingagainsttheSouthAfricanforces.

TheorganisationwonrecognitionandsupportoftheChurchinSouthWestAfrica.
MostoftheleadersindifferentChurchesofNamibiaacknowledgedtheuseof
militarism inthestruggleforNamibianfreedom afterthefailureofthepeacefuland
constitutionalmeansandwentaheadtopraisetheeffortsoftheSWAPO andits
inevitableroleinstrugglingforthefreedomsofNarnibians

ThemilitaryinsurgenceandguerillaactivitiesofSWAPOagainstapartheidregime,
whichtargetedgovernmentheadquarters,whitesettlerinvestments,settlementsand
plantations,and other installations,weakened South African administration
economicallyandmilitarilytotheadvantageofNamibianindependence.

ItopposedtheproposalsoftheTurnhalleConferenceofSeptember1975toOctober
1977.Theaimedatinitiatingdialoguebetween.SouthAfricanadministrationandthe
SWAPO;itproposedtheestablishmentofaninterim ortemporarygovernmentfor
Namibia,aswelladraftconstitutionforademocraticandrepublicanstate.The
SWAPOrejectedtheseproposalsinthe
TurnhaiieConstitutionbecauseitdidnetprovidefordemocraticcomponentslike
electionsandpopularrepresentationofthemajority.Italsomadenoprovisionsfor
anindependentjudiciaryorexecutiveandreliedonthegovernmentofSouthAfricaa
superiorauthority.
SWAPOboycottedthe1978electionswhichwerenotheldaspertheprovisionsof
theUNO.Shethereforepersuadedover97% ofthepotentialNamibianvotersto
boycotttheelectionsduetothewidespreadintimidationandthepresenceofSouth
Africantroops,particularlyinthenorthofNamibia.TheUnitedNationsSecurity
Councildeclaredtheelection"nullandvoid",andthesubsequentinterim government
illegitimate.ThisunderminedthepopularityoftheSouthAfricanregimeinNamibia,
henceleadingtoitscollapseby1990

SWAPO receivedtheinstrumentsofpoweronMarch21,1990,asNamibiawas
grantedindependence.TheSWAPObecamethedominantpoliticalorganisationwith
itsleader,Sam Nujoma,becomingthefirstleaderoftheindependentRepublicof
Namibiauntil2004whenheretiredfrom activepolitic.

THEROLEOFNUJOMA



ReferenceQuestion:
1.AssesstheroleofSam NujomainthestruggleforNamibianindependence

from SouthAfricandominance

Sam Nujuma diffused ethnic differences in Namibia bycreating a nationwide
politicalorganisation,theSWAPO.HeledthetransformationofOvamboPeoples
Organisation (OPO)into the SWAPO which cut-across tribalattachment.His
leadershipplanemphasisednationalunity,whichwasnecessaryforthedefeatof
SouthAfricanimperialism.

Heledthefrontlinerecruitingfreedom fightersinto SWAPO andensuringtheir
traininginmilitaryandguerillawasTtactics.Hetookadvantageofhispopularityin
OvambolandinNorthernNamibiawheremostoftherecruitsregistered,aswellas
thefrustratedcontractworkersandtheunemployedurbandwellers.Itwerethese
recruitsthatformedaformidablefightingforceoftheSWAPO

NujumadeclaredtheNamibianarmedresistanceagainsttheillegalSouth.African
governmentin1966.NujomatheSWAPO gavecharismaticandableleadership
duringthearmedstruggle,whichmadehim commandrespectamongthefreedom
fighters.Heinspiredfreedom fighterstofightwithdedicationinordertocripple
SouthAfricanadministrationinNamibia.

He worked closely with the trade unions in Namibia during the struggle for
Independence.Nujuma encouraged workers'strikes againstthe South African
regimeaspartofhiseffortstoinvolveallsectionsofNamibiansinthequestfor
freedom.InDecember1971,Nujuma'sleadershipintheSWAPO influencedover
20,000contractworkerstolaydowntheirtoolsduetotheunfavourablecontract
labourlaws.

Sam Nujoma influenced the SWAPO to establish external bases in the
neighbourhoodofNamibiaasawayofopeningmorefrontiersagainsttheSouth
African administration.Such bases were established in Tanzania and Zambia.
ImmediatelyaftertheAngolanindependencein1975,Nujomaopenedupanother
externalfrontinAngola,whichbecameveryinfluentialindestabilisingSouthAfrican
administrationinNamibia.ThebasesoutsideNamibiaenabledSWAPO totrain
guerrillafightersandreorganiseagainstSouthAfricanadministration

HecreatedWomenandYouthbrigadesthatfurtherstrengthenedtheSWAPO in
fightingforNamibianindependence.InDecember1969ataconferenceinTanga,
Tanzania,NujomainauguratedtheWomenandYouthleagues.TheYouthLeague
becameinstrumentalinattracting young mentowardsthestruggle;and hence
expandingSWAPO'smilitarystrength
Consequently,NujomausedtheWomen'sLeaguetorecruitwomenintotheranksof
theSWAPO.Thewomenrecruitsweretrainedmilitaryintelligenceandespionage.
Theywouldlateraroleasspies,cooks,necessityproviders,freedom fightersand
nursestothewounded

InAugust1978SWAPO'sleadershipunderSam Nujomamobilisedaboycotton
Bantustanelections.ThemasscampaignsinfluencedbyNujomaagainstthese
proposedelectionswonhim anationwidefollowing,andasaconsequence,97.5%of
theNamibianmassesthatwereeligibletovoteboycottedtheelections,andthis
becameagreatsuccesstoNujomaandtheSWAPOintheireffortsagainstapartheid
inSouthWestAfrica.



DuetohisMarxistattributes,Sam Nujomawonsympathyofthecommunistworld.
Apartfrom himselfreceivingmilitarytrainingintheSovietUnion,SWAPO'smilitary
wing,the(PLAN)benefitedfrom themilitarysupportandtrainingfrom Cubaandthe
SovietUnionaswell,hencestrengtheningtheNamibianquestforindependence.

InfluencedbyNujoma,SWAPOwontherecognitionoftheUSAduringtheregimeof
JimmyCarterandAdrian.Carter'sAfricanpolicyinfluencedTurnhalletoorganise
peacetalkswiththeSWAPO leadership,whichlaterproducedtheindependence
constitutionof1977.ThiswouldhavebeenapoliticalsolutiontoNamibiaproblem
buttheSWAPOrejectedtheconstitutionbecauseitdidnotdestroyBantustansnor
recognisenationalunityinNamibia.

HeinfluencedtheUN-SecurityCounciltorecognisetheSWAPO asthelegitimate
nationalrepresentativeofNamibia.Consequently,Sam Nujomawasrecognisedby
theUNasthenationalspokespersonofNamibiagavehim aseatontheUN-General
Assembly.TheSecurityCouncilwentaheadtoproducemoderateplanswhichwould
helptheUNinthepre-independenceelectionsinSouthWestAfrica.

TheSWAPOleadershipofSam NujomawontheconfidenceoftheOAUandthrough
itsLiberationCommitteebasedinTanzaniatheOAUextendedfinancialandmoral
assistancetotheSWAPO.TheOAUleadersacceptedandwelcomedNujomatotheir
countries,providedhim asylum andpoliticalguidanceduringtheperiodofNamibian
struggleagainstSouthAfrica.TheOAUalsoencouragedmemberstoreceiveand
provideasylum toNamibianfugitives

Sam NujomatooktheleadinsolicitingforsupporttowardsSWAPObothwithinand
outsideAfrica.ManystateslikeAlgeria,Tanzania,Ghana,Angola,Botswanaand
ZimbabweextendedsupporttotheNamibiancause.OutsideAfrica,China,Cubaand
theSovietUnionextendedassistancetoNamibiathroughSWAPO

HeledtheSWAPO intoparticipatingintheindependenceelectionsinearly1990
whichbecameaturningpointinthehistoryofNamibianstruggleforindependence.
NujomaacceptedNamibianleadershipandreceivedinstrumentsofindependence
onMarch21,therebyestablishingthefirstindependentgovernmentoftheRepublic
ofNamibia

THEALGERIANWAROFINDEPENDENCE

(THEALGERIANREVOLUTION1954-62)
Algeria is one ofthe Maghreb (North African)states thatwere underFrench
colonialism.This North-Arab Nation was predominantly ofBerberand Arabic
speakerswhomainlypracticedIslam;justliketheirneighboursTunisiaandMorocco.
TheMuslim populationinAigerawaseighttimesmorethanthatoftheChristian
colons(settlers),reachingninemillionsbythesecondhalfofthetwentiethcentury.

TheadvancementoftheFrenchinAlgeriabeganin1830withtheconquestofthe
CoastalCityofAlgiersthatwasundertheTurkishadministrationofDeyHusain.The
finaloccupationofAlgeriacamein1847whentheFrenchGeneralBugeauddefeated
theAlgerianresistanceintheinterior,underAbdal-Qadir(AbdELKader).TheFrench
conquestofAlgeriawasaimedatregisteringmilitarysuccessabroadinorderto



diverttheattentionoftheFrenchpeoplefrom thepoorleadershipoftheOrleans
monarchy.The annexation ofAlgeria was done by the French revolutionary
governmentthatoustedCharlesX.

AlgeriawasestablishedasasettlercolonyandbytheendofWorldWarIIin1945;
Algeriahadaboutonemillioncolons(settlers)whoweremainlypoorwhitesfrom
France,SpainandMalta,anislandintheMediterranean.TheFrenchintroduced
westernculturesandChristianityandtreatedAlgeriaasanoverseasprovinceand
partofMetropolitanFrance.TheyestablishednolocalassemblybutgaveAlgerians
directrepresentationintheParisNationalAssemblywithonlythirteenseats.

In all,French colonialism in Algeria was characterized byracialand religious
differencesthatoftenescalatedinto nativeresistances.Despiteresistancesby
AlgerianMuslims,theFrenchneversurrendereduntilafull-scalewarbrokeouton
November1,1954.

TheAlgerianwarofliberationwasoneofthebloodiestincolonialAfrica.Itwas
organizedandorchestratedbymainlyAlgerianex-servicemenofWorldWarIIand
radicaleliteswhohadnotimeforthebattleofwordsandtheuntimelyprocessesof
peacetalks.TheyincludedMessaliHadj,Belkacem Kerim,AhmedMuhammadBen
Bella,FerhatAbbas,MohammedBenBrahim (alsoKnownasHouariBoumedienne)
amongothers.InMarch1954,theyformedtheevolutionaryCommitteeforaUnited
Action(CRUA),latertransformedintotheNationalLiberationFront(FLN)thatwaged
anarmedstruggleagainsttheFrenchimperialistsinNovember.

Thecausesofthewarincluded

Referencequestions:
1.AccountfortheoutbreakofAlgerianwarofindependencein1954
2.Discussthecausesofthe1954-62Algerianwarofindependence
3.How farweretheFrench colonialpoliciesresponsiblefortheoutbreakof

Algerianwarofliberation?

Thedesireforindependencecontributedtotheoutbreakoftheliberationwarin
Algeria.Since 1830,Algeria was underforeign rule thatwas fullofFrench
domination,suppressionandoppressionofAlgerianMuslimspolitically,sociallyand
economically.Thenativesweredeniedpositionsingovernment,policeandarmy.
TheFrenchsuppressedfreedomsofpress,associationandexpression,forexample,
FerhatAbbaswasjailedforwriting"TheManifestooftheAlgerianPeople.”Ben
BellaandotherAlgerianoppositionpoliticianswereputundercustodyinBildaprison
forcrimesagainstthecolonialgovernment.TheAlgeriannationaliststhusresorted
toviolentmeansofstrugglingforindependenceasameansofriddingtheircountry
ofFrenchcolonialrule.

ReligiousfrictionintheAlgeriansocietyinfluencedthearmedstruggle.Therewasa
sharpreligiousdistinctionbetweenthepeopleofAlgeriaandtheirFrenchcolonial
masters.The Algerian Berbers and Arabs were predominantly Moslems who
cherished the Sharia (Islamic law)and practiced polygamybased on Quranic
teachings.TheFrenchcolonialistsbelongedtotheRomanCatholicChurch,which
allowedwinebutcompletelydisregardedIslamicactslikepolygamy.Consequently,
theFrenchdesiredtonationalizeChristianityattheexpenseofIslam andtransform
MosquesintoChurches.ThisinfluencedthespiritofpanIslamism,whichinspired
AlgeriannationaliststofightagainsttheFrenchtendenciesofdistortingIslamic



religiousvalues.
Theimpactoftraditionalnationalism amongtheBerbersandtheArabsinfluenced
theAlgerianwarofindependence.AssoonastheFrenchtookoverAlgeria,the
nativesorganized Jihadsled byAbdelKhadir(1832-1847)and laterMuhamed
Mukrani(1871-1873).Inparticular,theresistancebyKhadirwasalengthyoneand
onlycametoanendwhenanexperiencedFrenchGeneralBugeaudwasappointedto
overcometherebellion.AlthoughtheFrenchsucceededindefeatingtheearlier
resistances of the native Muslim Algerians,Algerian nationalism was not
conclusivelysuppressedasfreshrebellionsemergedinthe1920sand1930sledby
MessaliHadjunderthebannerofIslam.By1954,Algeriannationalism hadgaineda
new form ofmilitarism undertheleadershipofBenBella,Belkacem Karim,and
etcetera.

ImpactofWorldWarIinspiredmilitantnationalism inAlgeria.LikeotherArab
nationsinNorthAfricaandtheMaghreb,theFirstWorldWarcreatedinfluenceon
WesterneducatedAlgerians.Asthewarbrokeout,theeducatedfoundthemselves
unable to work in Algeria hence they moved to work in France where they
experiencedailhardshipslikepoorpaymentinFrenchindustries.Thisinfluenced
them tostartananti-Frenchmovement"theNorthernAfricanStar"foundedin1926
undercommunistinfluencewithMessaliHadjasitsleader,inAlgeria,WorldWarI
influencedtheFrenchsettlerstocommittoeconomicexploitationinAlgeria,which
increasedtheirdeterminationtokeeppoliticalcontrolovertheMaghrebcountry.The
proclamationofself-determinationbytheAmericanPresidentWoodrow Wilsonin
his "fourteen pointprogram"created profound impacton Tunisian elites and
workerstoresentFrenchdominance.AmirKhalidthegrandsonofAbdelKhadir
demandedfortheapplicationofWoodrow'sprincipleofself-determinationinAlgeria
throughhisorganisation,"AlgerianElectedMuslims."TheactivitiesofAmirKhalid
didnotonlymakehim themostpopularAlgeriannationalistofthetime,butalso
inspiredtheliberationwarin1954.

TheannexationofAlgeriabyFranceasanoverseascolonyin1880influencedBerber
nationalism.AftertheFrenchgainedcontroloverAlgeria,theydeclaredtheMaghreb
colonyanintegralprovinceofmetropolitanFrancehencewerenotwillingtogrant
her independence after World War two. The French gave Algeria direct
representationinthenationalassemblyinParis,thoughwithonlythirteenseats.
AdministrationofAlgeriawasbasedontheFrenchconstitutionwiththeFrench
governmentinParishavingdirectinterventionincolonialdecisionsthataffectedthe
colony.In1955,Soustalle,theFrenchcolonialGovernortoAlgeriaremarkedthat
"Algeriaandallherinhabitantsform anintegralpartofFrance...thedestinyof
AlgeriaisFrance."ThisincreasinglyangeredAlgerianswhothepreviousyearhad
declaredanarmedresistanceaimedatfightforindependence.

Presenceofwhitesettlers(colons)whocamefrom France,Spain,Italyandthe
MediterraneanIslandofMaltacontributedtothegrowthofAlgeriannationalism.The
increasedsettlementofwhitesinAlgeria,whoweremostlypoor,wastreatedby
nativesasaFrenchintentiontoturnAlgeriaintoapurelyWhiteman'scountry.By
1954,thepopulationofwhitesettlersinAlgeriawasbetweenonemillionandtwo
millions.Apartfrom beingEuropeans,thesettlerswerearrogantanddisguisedthe
Moslem Berbersagainstwhom theysegregatedinsocialandeconomiclife.The
colonswerealsogivenallsortsofprivileges;theydominatedtheadministration,
armyandthecivilservice.ThesettlersinAlgeriaenjoyedadualcitizenship,elected
theirowndeputiestotheFrenchNationalAssemblyandwerebetterrepresented
thantheAlgerianMuslims.Apartfrom controllingthebiggestpartoftheArableland,



theycompetedwiththelocalMuslimsforjobsintownsandwereabletogetthe
highestpayingjobsattheexpenseofaboutninemillionAlgerianMuslimswhowere
becoming poorer.Bitterresentmentamong the natives towards white settlers
becameinevitable;hencetheyroseagainstforeignrule.

AlienationoflandbytheFrenchinAlgeriainspiredtheriseofmilitantnationalism in
Algeria.Thewhite'settlersgrabbedmostofthefertilelandparticularlyalongthe
coast,forcingtheAlgerianstooccupythedesertareasoftheSahara.Closetotwo
millionAlgeriansweredisplacedfrom thecoastallandonwhichthecolons(settlers)
establishedlargeplantations.MostoftheAlgerianMuslimswholosttheirlandto
whitesettlersbecamesquatters;somewereforcedintounproductivereserveswhile
othersmovedfrom thecountrysidetourbancenters.Otherthanmonopolizingallthe
arableland,theFrenchembarkedonextensiveexploitationofthemineralresources
inAlgeriawithestablishingrelevantdevelopment.Thedeclarationofanarmed
resistancewasthereforeaimedatreclaimingAlgerianland.

ThetriumphofVietnamesenationalism overtheFrenchinspiredtheAlgeriansto
stageanarmedstruggle.In1954,theFrenchwerehumiliatedbytheVietnameseat
thedisastrousbattleinthejunglesofDienBienPhu.Thisdefeatsufferedbythe
FrenchinIndo-China(Vietnam)shatteredtheprideandinvisibilityofFrance.Some
Algeriansfoughton the French side in the warand were exposed to military
weaknessesoftheFrench,acquiredmilitaryskillsandwarfareexperience.Theex-
servicemenoftheVietnamesewarformedanintegralpartoftheFLNthatwaged
waragainsttheFrenchinNovember1954.ThewarinVietnam taughtAlgerians
patienceandenduranceaspartofplanningforasuccessfulliberationwar.The
humiliationofFranceinIndo-Chinawasthoughttobealandmarkinspeedingup
decolonisation ofFrench Africa;hencethedeclaration ofan armed resistance
againsttheFrenchimmediatelyaftertheirdefeatinVietnam wasinhopebyAlgerian
nationaliststhatFrancecouldeasilyyieldtotheAlgerianpoliticalpressuretogrant
Algeriaself-rule.

ImpactoftheVEdaycelebrationsandtheSetifuprisingof1945influencedAlgerian
nationalists to organise an armed resistance againstFrench rule in Algeria.
FollowingtheAlliedvictoryoverGermanyandtheAxispowers,Franceorganised
victorycelebrationsonMay8,intheConstantinetownofSetif,whichturnedoutto
beviolent.Muslim supportersofMessaliHadjjoined thecelebrationscarrying
bannerswithdemonstratingdemonstrationslike"downwithcolonialism andlong
live a free Algeria."In an attemptto seize the bannersand dispatch Muslim
demonstrators,thepanickyFrenchpolicemenbeganshootingatthedemonstrators,
causinganescalationintoafull-scalebattlethatlastedforfourdays.Algerians
Muslims engaged in violentattacks and killings againstEuropean settlers,in
Constantine,SetifandthemountainareasofKabyliainwhichaboutahundredof
them perished.CounterattackswereorganisedbytheFrenchusingfighterplanes
andbomberswhichledtokillingofthousandsofMuslimsincludingwomenand
children.AlmosttwentythousandMuslimswerekilledduringthescuffle,over4500
MuslimswerearrestedincludingFerhatAbbas,64givenlifeimprisonmentwhile99
weresentencedtodeath.TheviolentsuppressionoftheSetifriotsforcedAlgerians
toplanforafully-fraggedarmedstruggleagainsttheFrenchcolonialgovernment.
TheSetifuprisinginspiredFerhatAbbas'positivereactionin1946whenhewrote,
“TheAlgerianpersonality,theAlgerianfatherhood,whichIcouldnotfindamong
Muslimsin1934,1findtheretoday.’’

WeaknessoftheFrenchassimilationpolicy,madetheAlgerianwarinevitable.The



policyfailedtocovertheentirepopulationofAlgeriayettheassimilatedwerenever
grantedfullrightsandprivilegesliketheFrenchcolons.Thepolicywasaimedat
initiatingandtransformingeducatedMuslim AlgeriansintoFrenchcitizensinall
aspectsoflifeandbehavior,includingreligion.Itwashowever,asmalleliteclass
thatwaswitnessedturningintosecondclassFrenchmen.Theassimilatedwereonly
giventheoreticalrightsofFrenchcitizenshipastheyremainedsubordinatestothe
settlers.TheywereexpectedtospeaktheFrenchlanguageattheexpenseofArabic
commonlyusedbyotherAlgerianMuslims.TheFrenchpolicyofassimilationleft
manydisgruntled,likeFerhatAbbaswhobitterlycomplainedoftheracialpracticeof
theFrenchtowardseducatedAlgeriansespeciallyinemploymentplacementand
promotion.Therefore,thedesirebyAlgerianstoendthediscriminativeassimilation
policyoftheFrenchandcreategroundforeasyaccessofsocialamenitiesbyall,
inspiredmilitantnationalism in1954.

Consequently,racialdiscriminativetendenciesoftheFrenchagainsttheAlgerian
MuslimsinfluencedthewarofindependenceinAlgeria.Sincetheoccupationof
Algeriain1830,theFrenchpractisedracism againstAlgeriansinallsocio-economic
and politicalsetup ofthe country.Racism was worsened by the continued
settlementofwhitecitizensinAlgeria.AlgerianMuslimsweredeniedjobplacement
asallcountrysidejobsandhighpayingjobsinthetowns.Itwasthesamesituation
inpublicserviceandthearmy,asAlgeriansweredeniedpromotioninfavourof
settlers.TheracistattitudeofFrenchwasbasedontheirassumedracialsuperiority,
whichinspiredtheirarrogancetowardsAlgerians.Theracistattitudeofsettlersin
Algeriainfluencedthem torefuteapeacefulrelationshipwithAlgerianMuslims
claimingthat,"Inaconqueredcountry,almosttheonlykindofco-operationthatcan
occurbetween the two races is one in which the conquered work forthe
conquerors."TheAlgeriansstagedanuprisingtogetridofracialdiscriminationin
theircountry.

TheemergenceofelitesalsoledtotheAlgeriandesireforindependence.They
includednationalistslikeMessaliHadj,AhmedBenBellaandFerhatAbbasamedical
doctorand these Algerian elites desired forchange in theircountry's political
structurewhichhadbeenrefashionedbytheFrenchbutunfavouredtheMuslims.
TheeducatedAlgerianMuslimswereaggrieveddueto lackofopportunitiesin
governmentandthecivilservicesdespitetheireducationstatus.Theyhadattended
FrenchschoolsandspokebetterFrenchthanArabic,yettheyweredeniedprivileges
ofFrenchcitizenship,whichwerereservedforsettlersonly.Outoffrustration,Ferhat
Abbasexpressedhisdiscontentthroughhiswriting,"Menwhodieforapatriotic
idealarehonouredandrespected.ButIwouldnotdieforanAlgerianfatherland,
because no such fatherland exists..." the educated Muslims wanted the
establishmentofan"Algerianstate,"withanAlgerianconstitutionguaranteeing
libertyandequalityofallpeopleregardlessofreligionandrace,andthecoexistence
ofArabicandFrenchasofficiallanguages.MessaliHadjandFerhatAbbasformed
the"Friendsofthemanifesto ofLiberty"inSetif,whichinfluenced thearmed
struggleforAlgerianindependence.

TheAlgerianwarofindependencewasinfluencedbynationalistactivitieselsewhere
intheMaghrebthatis,Morocco,TunisiaandLibya.TheAlgeriannationalistswere
bitterthattheFrenchhadinitiatedpoliticaldevelopmentsinTunisiaandMoroccobut
notinAlgeria.Inrealsense,theFrenchwerepreparingtowithdrawfrom thesetwo
protectoratesinpreparationtomaintaintheircontroloverAlgeria.TheAlgerians
weremoreaggrievedtotheFrenchforimposingthepolicyofassimilationonAlgeria
yetMoroccoandTunisiawereestablishedasmereprotectorates.InMorocco,the



FrenchadministrativepoliciesfavouredtheriseofMoroccannationalistactivities
inspired by King Muhammad while in Libya,UmarMukatherhad stepped up
campaignsagainsttheItalianadministration.Thepoliticalorganisationsthatled
Morocco and Tunisia to independence were established before World WarII,
MoroccansandTunisiansengagedinpressactivitiestomobiliseandorganisefor
self-rule.Indeednationalism inAlgeriacouldhardlymakeabeginninguntiltheriseof
nationalism inMoroccoTunisia.

Theformation oftheFrontedeLiberation Nationale(FLN)raised thespiritof
nationalism inAlgeria.TheFLNisbelievedtohavebeenfoundedinOctober1954,in
asuburbinAlgiers.ItwasformedbypracticalyoungAlgeriannationalistswho
believedinanarmedstruggleastheonlymeansofdestroyingthemightofFrench
Algeria.ThefoundingleadersoftheFLNweremembersofOrganisationSecrete(OS)
andthemostsoundingoneswereBenKhedda(Khider),BenBellaandBeikacem
Karim,theex-servicemenofWorldWarIIandwhoatthetimethemovementwas
established,were in exile in Cairo.The FLN evolved (transformed)from the
RevolutionaryCommitteeforaUnitedAction(CRUA),whichhadbeenformedearlier
inMarch1954byfouroftheleadersoftheOSwhohadsecretlyremainedinAlgeria
butwerecontactwithBenKheddaandBenBella.TheleadersofFLNmadeitclear
thattheyweremoreconcernedwithrestoringindependentAlgeriathatexisted
beforetheFrenchinvasion.HenceonNovember1,1954,theFLNlaunchedanarmed
struggleagainsttheFrenchbystrikinginoverseventyplacesacrossthecountry,
targetingFrenchadministrativeposts,policestations,armycampsandrailwaylines
amongothers.

ImpactoftheSecondWorldWarinfluencedAlgerianstofightforindependence.The
warblew awindofchangeacrossAfrica,whichwasequallyirresistibleinAlgeria.
Algerianswererecruited bytheFrenchto serveintheirwarforcesand these
includedAhmedBenBellaandBeikacem Kerim.WorldWarIIinspirednationalist
courageofAlgeriansoldierswhowerealsoabletoacquiremilitaryskills,guerrilla
tacticsandwarexperience.Uponreturnafterthewar,theex-servicemenledby
AhmedBenBellaaformersergeantintheFrencharmyformedOrganisationSecrete
(OS)in1948,asanundergroundmovementdedicatedtotheuseofviolentmeansof
attaining Algerian independence. They tried launching unsuccessfulmilitary
expeditionsongovernmentorganslikepostofficesandpolicepostscausingarrests
ofkeyleaderslikeBenBella.Theex-servicemenofWorldWarIIlaterinspiredthe
formationoftheFLNthroughwhichtheylaunchedamorearmedresistanceagainst
theFrenchcolonialistsinNovember1954.

Culturalimperialism andlanguagequestionalsocausedthewar.BeforeFrench
colonialism,Arabicwasthecommonlanguagebutwiththecolonialism ofthe
French,ArabicwasstampedoutandAlgerianpeoplewereforcedtoacceptFrench
astheofficialandNationalLanguageanddiscouragedtheuseofArabicinschools.
ThereplacementwaslookedatasaviolationofAlgerianculturalheritagewhich
remainedapointofdiscontent.TheFrenchfalselybelievedthattheircultureand
civilizationweresuperior.Itthereforeforcedthemassestostageanarmedstruggle
againsttheFrenchcolonialadministration.

FailureoftheFrenchtoeffectconstitutionalreformscontributedtotherevolution.In
February1945,about55AlgerianMoslemsleaderssignedAlgeriaconstitutional
changes which they desired butthe French disregarded them.This inspired
nationalists to fight against French dictatorship. They blamed the French
administration fordenying Algerians democracy and liberty like freedoms of



expressionandassociation.

TheoutbreakoftheAlgerianwarin1954wasinspiredbythesuccessofthe1952
revolutioninEgypt.LiketheotherMaghrebcountriesofMoroccoandTunisia,The
nationalistleadersofAlgerialookedtoCairoforsupportintheirstruggleforself-rule.
TheEgyptiantriumphoverthemonarchicalandpuppetleadershipofkingFarouk
inspirednationalism ofAlgerianMuslimstostagearevolutionarywaragainstthe
Frenchin1954.GammalNassertheEgyptianrevolutionaryleaderprovidedasylum
toAlgerianleaderslikeBenBellaandBenKhedda.Apartfrom condemningFrench
colonialatrocitiesinAlgeria,Nasser;wentaheadtoprovidemoral,financialand
militaryassistancetoAlgeriannationalistswhowereabletoestablishtheFLNwitha
ProvisionalGovernment(politicalwingoftheFLN)thatEgypthosted.Beforehis
captureandimprisonment,BenBellaledtheFLN tolaunchattacksagainstthe
Frenchfrom Egypt.NassercontinuedextendingassistancetoAlgerianfreedom
fightersinform oftraining,militaryequipmentandfinances

UnfairrepresentationofthenativesintheFrenchparliamentalsocausedpolitical
grievances,in1947,theFrenchgrantedcosmeticreformstotheAlgerianse.g.they
increasedthenumberoftheseatsofthecountryto30inthechamberofdeputies
and14inthesenate.Mostoftheseseatswereoccupiedbythewhitesettlersin
Algeria.AlltheseangeredAlgerianswhostagedanarmedstruggle.

HeavytaxationcontributedtotheoutbreakoftheliberationwarinAlgeria.The
FrenchimposedheavytaxesonAlgerianyettheyhadnoincomegeneratingprojects.
Tomakemattersworsethetaxeswerebrutallycollectedandthenationalsdidnot
seeanybenefitsfrom them sincethemoneywasswindledbythecolonialists.This
annoyedtheAlgerianswhodecidedtotakeuparmsagainsttheFrenchinthe1954-
1962warofliberation.

EffectsoftheAlgerianrevolution(Algerianwarofindependence)of1954-62

ReferenceQuestions:
1.AssesstheeffectsoftheAlgerianwarofindependence

Positiveeffects:
 TheendofthewaroccasionedtheAlgerianattainmentofindependencein

September1962.Itwasin1962thattheFrenchfinallygaveupleadershipin
AlgeriaandofficiallyhandedovertheinstrumentsofpowertoAlgerians.

 Afterattaining independence,the firstpre-independence elections were
organizedwhichbroughttopowerAhmedBenBellaasthefirstpresident,A
newassemblywasalsoelectedconsistingofArabsandBerbers.Asaresult,
theBerbersandArabsgotaccesstopoliticalofficesinthegovernment,
nationalassemblyandthecivilservice.

 ThearmedstrugglearousednationalconsciousnessoftheAlgerianstowards
nation building in theircountry withoutforeign influence and the only
opportunitycameafterthesuccessoftheliberationwar.

 ItledtoAgrarianreforms;manyoftheAlgerianswhohadlosttheirlandtothe
introduction ofFLN socialism and Nationalism the party embanked on
Nationalizationprogram ofmajormeansofproductionlikeland,industries
mineralfieldsamongothersforthepurposeofnationalbuilding

 There was revivalofArabic nationalism where Islamic fundamentalism
maintained to cheek on foreign influence.Arabic replaced French as a
nationalandofficiallanguage.Islam wasalsoreinstalledasthenational



religion.TheAlgeriansreducedFrenchinfluencethroughputtingemphasison
theArabiclanguage,reformingthecurriculum andspreadingIslam through
education.

 Therewasalsotheusheringinofnew eraofnationalism thathadbeena
dream in Algeria since 1835.Democracywas promoted basing on the
universalsuffrage as stipulated forin the UNO charter,such form of
democracyledtotheriseofBenBellaasthefirstleaderofAlgeriathrough
electionsthanjustinstallingorpostingleadership.

 Algeria afterindependence embraced socialism.Socialistpolicies were
adoptedbyBenBella(1962-1965)andconsolidatedbyGen.Bournedienne
(1965-1978).Reformswerecarried outin land distribution bywhich the
whiteswerecompelledtohandovertheirvastestatestothelandhungry
nativepeasants.Someofthesewhiteswereabsenteelandlordsduringthe
colonialperiod.ConsequentlytheArabsandBerberswereabletoexploitthe
landallocatedtothem toattainhigherstandardsofliving.Thisalsoreduced
thestarvationandpovertyamongAlgerianpopulace.

 Throughthecreationofthesocialistvillagesandtheimportationofmodern
methodsoffarming,theAlgerianpeasantsweregivenloans,fertilizers,seeds
andfarm implements.Thecountrymadegooduseofheroilrevenuetosetup
the conservation and irrigation schemes to counterthe hostile climatic
conditions.Thisensuredagriculturalproductionthroughouttheyear.

 Thegovernmentembarkedonimprovingthevegetationcover(greendam)to
reclaim thesemi-aridareas.A long1000km forestwasplantedtoboost
agriculturalproductionaswellastheenvironmentinthecountry.

 Therevolutionalsotransformedthesocialsectorintheareasofeducation,
healthandotherservices.DuringthisperiodmoreAlgerianboysandgirls
wereimposedtoliteracy,freemedicalservicesetc.culturally,theimperialism
imposedbytheFrenchwaswatereddownafterindependence.Moreschools
aridhealthcenterswerebuiltespeciallyinruralareas.

 TherewasanendofFranco-Arabracialconflictswhichexistedbetween1850
and 1962.The white settler arrogance was dismantled and Algeria
established harmoniousrelationship with herformercolonialmaster.No
wondermanyFrenchremainedinthesocio-economicsectorofAlgeriaatthe
endofFrenchcolonialism.

 AlgeriainfluencedthedecolonizationofsomepartsofAfricai.e.duringthe
war,theFrenchgrantedindependencetoTunisiaandMoroccoin1956and
otherpartsofAfricabetween1958and1960e.g.Guineain1958.After1962,
AlgeriaenteredintotheMaghrebunionwiththeneighboringstatessuchas
MoroccoandTunisia.ThisunionconsolidatedArabunityandsafeguardedthe
membersagainstneocolonialism.

 Algerianindependencealsoenabledhertobeamongthefoundermembersof
theOAU.ShewasamongthethirtytwoindependentAfricanstatesthat
signedtheOAUcharter,aimingatpromotingunityonthecontinentandfind
collectiveunitytoAfricanproblems.

 Herexperienceinfluenced liberation movementsin thosepartsofAfrica
where European colonialism was stilldeep-rooted.The cases in point
includedAngola,MozambiqueandNamibiaetc.Itisforthisreasonthat
Algeriacontributedmateriallytotheliberationstruggleselsewhereonthe
continent.This was through supporting the OAU and otherinternational
bodiesintheirdecolonizationcampaigns.

 Algeriaembracedthenon-alignedmovement.BenBellainfluencedbyNasser
ofEgyptadopted a policyofpositiveneutralityin thecold warconflict
betweenUSAandtheSovietUnion.Themotivewasalsotodeterneocolonial



influenceinthecountry.
 Therewasimprovementintheworkingconditionswhichwasnotthecase

with which colonialism.Employmentopportunities were availed to all,
enslavementwasrestricted,goodrelationshipbetweentheworkersandthe
employerswasemphasized,therewasruraldevelopmentwhichinfluenced
manypeopletomovebacktoruralareasfrom urbancenters.

ShortcomingsoftheAlgerianrevolution/liberationwar
 TherevolutionledtotheriseofBenBella'sdictatorialtendenciesunderthe

guiseofpromotingsocialism inthecountry.Hebannedpoliticalpartiesand
leftonlytheFLNasasoulpoliticalorganizationinthecountry.Thepartyrule
suppressedthefreedom oftheassembly.Thepresswasbanned,political
opponentswerehunteddownandsomewereeitherjailedorfledthecountry.

 Therevolutionusheredinorintroducedthearmyormilitarizationinthe
politicsofAlgeria.E.g.thecoupof1965ledbyBoumediermeaimedat
ousting Ben Bella due to his dictatorship and the desire forpopular
democracyinAlgeria.

 TherewasanupsurgeofArabsegregationasawayofcompensatingthe
French who discriminated the Algerians on racialgrounds.Arab racism
replacedFrenchracism duringpostcolonialera.Therewasnogovernmentof
nationalunityasitwasthecaseinSouthAfricain1994.

 Thewarledtothedestructionoflifeandproperty.Acounterrevolutionstage
by the French led to the massive death ofAfricans in Algeria;led to
destructionofpropertye.g.over80villagesweredestroyed.

 Thepricepaidbythepeoplewashigh;aboutonemillionnativesperished
duringthewarandmillionsofotherswerewidowed,crippled,orphanedor
turnedintodestitute.Thiswaspartlycausedbytheoppressivemeasures
used by the French.Consequently the postindependence period was
characterizedbymassivesocialsufferingamongthepeoplemanyofwhom
remainedpovertystrickenanddesperate.

 ItledtothedisplacementofmanypeopleofbothAlgerianandFrenchorigin.
Duetofearedfortheirlives;theFrenchsettlersleftAlgeriawhilenative
Algerianshadtoeitherescapefrom theirvillagesorfindrefugeeinother
countriesduetoinsecurityinthevillages.Othersleftbecausetheywantedto
occupyformerFrenchpropertyandhomes.

 Therewaseconomicsetback;thiswasduetothecounterrevolutionstaged
bytheFrenchdestroyingAlgerianpropertyandgardensduringthefighting.
TheFLNforcesalsoaimedatFrenchhomes,industries,plantationswhichled
toretardationoftheAlgerianeconomy.

 TheindependenceofAlgeriawasgraduallywatereddown.Thiswasbecause
AlgeriafailedtosurviveonherowneconomicallyandsoturnedtoFrancefor
assistancei.e.shesigned oilagreementswith Franceand otherforeign
companiesbetween1970and1971.Later,Francewasabletosecuremilitary
pactswithAlgeriawhichenabledhernotonlytogaininfluenceintheAlgerian
armybutalsosetupaweaponstestingbaseinthecountry.Inthisway,
AlgeriawasbroughtwithintheorbitofFrenchneocolonialism.

 TheincreasinginfluenceofFranceinAlgerialateronresultedintopolitical
interference.In1992i.e.Franceonbehalfofthecapitalistpowerscompelled
thegovernmentofAlgeria to nullifytheelectoralvictoryoftheIslamist
politicalpartywhichwouldhavebroughttopowerradicalMoslems.Thistype
ofdemocracyinfuriatedthemassesandofferedfertilegroundforinternal
violencewhichspreadtodifferentpartsofthecountry.Theresultwassocial
andeconomicdisruptionintheclosingyearsofthetwentiethcentury.



 Algerianeverstoodfreeofpoliticalideology.Atthebeginninghersocialist
revolutionmadehertoinclineinthedirectionoftheMarxistpowers.During
theperiod,shewasanallyofUSSR,China,CubaandEasternEurope.This
weakenedherclaimsofbeinganonalliedcountry.AgainduetoMarxism the
relationsbetweenAlgeriaandMoroccobecameincreasinglystrained.Atthe
climaxthegovernmentofAlgeriahelped thePOLISARIO guerillasin the
struggletoliberateWesternSaharafrom Morocco.

SuccessoftheAlgerianrevolution/warofindependence

ReferenceQuestions:
1. ExaminethefactorsforthesuccessofAlgeriannationalism
2. AccountforAlgeriantriumphoverFrenchimperialism by1962
3. DiscussthefactorsthatfacilitatedtheattainmentofAlgerianindependence

in1962
 Theformationoftheliberationmovement(FLN)whichaimedatliberating

Algeriafrom Frenchcolonialism.Itmobilizedpeopletowageguerrillawarfare;
FLN carriedoutviolentattackswhichweakenedtheFrenchbothpolitically
andeconomicallythusthesuccessoftherevolution.

 TheFrenchmilitaryactionstowardslocal'peoplee.g.in1958Frenchplains
bombardedFLNbases,killingmanypeople.Thisstrategyledtointernational
condemnationoftheFrenchactionsonAlgeriaandthedemocratsfrom USA
pressurized the French through refusing NATO (North AtlanticTreatyof
organization)troopstoenterAlgeria.

 Besides,theFrenchmadeblundersduringthewar.Theyfailedtodistinguish
betweenthearmedmilitantsandnonviolentmoderates.Theycarriedout
attacks on innocentcivilians on severaloccasions.Governmentforces
disguisedthem asrebels,killedpeopleandbysodoinghopedtomakethe
FLNunpopular.Thishowever,backfiredbydrivingthenativesintothehands
oftherebels.

 Thegeographicalsetupofthecountryi.e.Algeriaislocatedinthedesert;the
areaistooopenwhichcouldnotgiveconduciveatmosphereforFrench
fighters.YettheAlgerianswereonfamiliargrounds.

 ThefactthatAlgerianswerefightingonfamiliargroundsmadethesuccessof
thewarinevitable.Theyweremoreusedtothemountainouslandscapee.g.in
thedesertincludingthesanddunes.Theywerealsomobilecomparedtothe
Frenchtroopswhowereequippedwithheavyweapons.Thismadethehitand
runtacticmoreeffective.

 ThedevelopmentofAlgerianationalism spearheadedbyawindofchangeled
to Algerian success.Theydemonstrated firstin 1946 during theFrench
celebrationofthevictoryoverGermansintheworldwartwowherethousands
ofthem weremassacredbuttheynevergaveuptheirdemands.SuchFrench
actssowedseedsoftheirdestruction.TheAlgerianmassesresortedto
supportingguerrillaactivitieswithalltheirmight.

 Theroleofwomen,whowererecruitedintheFLNranks,workedasspiesand
providedbasicnecessitieslikefood.ThismadeFrenchtroopssuspiciousand
embarkedonastrategyofunveilingwomenonstreetswhichmadewomen
nationalism surgeinthem.Theyturnedtheirveilsintomilitaryequipment.
Suchwomenactionscontributedmuchtothesuccessoftherevolution.

 Theuseofviolencei.e.theAlgeriafreedom fightersembarkedonviolence,
targetingFrenchplantation,homes,businessesetc.whichweakenedmuch
theFrenchsocietywhowouldnotliveanymoreinAlgeriabutrathertopack
upandleavethecountry.



 ThegoodorganizationofFLNe.g.itwasnationalandpopulartoallAlgerians;
hadonecentralizedleadershipwhichcommandedsupportandrespectfrom
theentireAlgeriansociety.TheFLNalsocreatednationalunitybehindtheir
armedstruggles

 ThegeneralunionofAlgerianworkerswhohadtheirowngrievancesagainst
theFrenchsocietyenabledthesuccessofthewar.Thisunionorganized
supportand solicited forfunds which became crucialin attainmentof
independentinAlgeria.

 Use ofa common approach by Algerian nationalists.Although some
nationalistleaderssuchasFahatAbbasandMessaliHadjiwereatfirst
opposedtothemilitaryrebellion,theylaterresolvedandofferedcharismatic
leadershipwhichawakenedAlgeriannationalism.Apartfrom mobilizingthe
massestheysetupanexternalwing,firstinCairoandlaterinTunis.They
werethereforeabletokeepcontactwiththeirsupportersintheArabstates,
thecommunistworldandEurope.

 TheuseofsecrecyandpropagandabyFLNappealedtothethousandsand
announcedthetraditionalAlgeriannationalism.Thiswasmadethroughtracks
andtheradio.InparticularthevoiceoffreeAlgeriaservedtouniteallthe
peoplebehindacommoncause.Itpopularizedthestruggleinthevillages,on
theradio,inthehillsandtheurbancenters.

 ThecaptureofinternalbasesinthecountrysidegavetheFLN groundfor
recruitmentandtraining.Bytheendof1956,theFLNhadmovedintotowns
whereitstartedurbanterrorism.From Kasbahanurbanguerillabase,the
rebelslaunchedthe"BattleofAlgeria"whichlastedforafullyear.Asrural
communitieswereliberated,reformswerecarriedout.Thisattractedmore
supportinthecountry.

 Foreign assistance contributed tremendouslyto the triumph ofAlgerian
nationalism.The FLN rebelleaders were able to presenttheircase at
internationalgatherings and privatelythrough diplomatic contacts in the
majorcapitals.Inparticular,EgyptunderNassergavetheFLNafreeplatform
andrefugetosomeofitsleaderssuchasBenKheddaandMessaliHadji.
Thereforealotofarmsandsupplieswerealsosentfrom Egyptthrough
Tunisia.OtherArabstatescontributedfundthroughtheArableague.Algeria
wasalsohelpedbytheindependenceofherneighbors,MoroccoandTunisia.

 Consequently,thesupportfrom thesocialiststatese.g.RussiaandChina
contributedtothesuccessofthewar.Theyextendedfinancialandmilitaryaid
theFLN rebelsaswellasideologicalsupport.ThisgaveAlgeriansenough
couragetocontinuefightingforindependence.

 Tunisian independence of1956 also enabled the success ofAlgerian
nationalism.TunisiaprovidedtraininggroundsforAlgerianfreedom fighters;
becameasafehavenincaseofpersecution.Thegrantingofindependenceto
TunisiabytheFrenchencouragedAlgerianstofightuntilselfruleisachieved.

 TheriseofCharlesdeGaulleasleaderofFranceinJune1958wasablessing
totheAlgeriancause.HeriskedhislifeandhispositiontoterminateFrench
ruleinAlgeria.Apartfrom initiatingreformsCharlesconductednegotiations
withtheleadersofFLN.TheresultwasagreementofMarch1962.InJuly
1962Algeriansvotedforindependencethroughareferendum.

OBSTACLESFACEDTOTHEALGERIANWAROFINDEPENDENCE

ReferenceQuestions:
1.AccountforthedelayedindependenceofAlgeria
2.ExaminetheobstaclestotheAlgerianstruggleforindependence



 TheFrenchpolicyofdivideandruleofintendedtosubjugateAlgeria;the
Frenchcolonialistsemployedthispolicyinordertoundermineunityofthe
Algerians,andenablecollaborationwiththeFrench.Thispossiblyexplains
whythewartooksuchalongperiodoftime.

 TheFLN anditsleadershadaweakpoliticalandsocialfoundation.The
FrenchinAlgeriadismantledthepoliticalstructureandremovedtheauthority
from thetraditionalleaders.Theycreatedagroupofcollaboratorsthroughthe
policyofdivideandrule.Thismadeitdifficulttomobilizethemasses.

 Besides,the collaborators oryes-men were sympathetic to the colonial
administration.TheyspokeFrenchandhadadoptedotherculturalbeliefsof
theircolonialmasters.Some had embraced Christianity and so shared
religiousattachmentswithFrance.Thisgroupwasjoinedbyalargenumber
ofwhitesettlers.Theyjoinedthearmyinlargenumbersandwerenotinfavor
ofAlgeria'sseparationfrom France.

 Apartfrom thedisunityoftheAlgerianmasses,thenationaliststhemselves
weredeeplydividedoverthewartacticsandultimateobjectives.Thisexplains
whyleaderslikeMessaliHadjiandFahadAbbasatfirstcondemnedthe
rebellion. They were constitutionalists and wrongly believed that
independencecouldbegotfrom politicalordemocraticmeans.

 InternalwranglesandpettyjealousintheranksoftheFLN disturbedthe
guerillaarmy.In1956,someofthedistrictcommanders(Willaya)oftheFLN
weremorepreoccupiedinpowerstruggles,makingitdifficulttocoordinate.In
theprocesstheyhinderedthewarprogress.

 Thenationalistshadmilitaryweaknesses.Apartfrom difficultiesinmobilizing
and coordinating the struggle,they lacked enough weapons and other
provisions.Thisexplainswhytheyreliedheavilyonsmuggledweaponsand
foreignassistance.OntheotherhandtheFrencharmywasstronger,better
trainedandheavilyequipped.Itwassupportedbythefighterbombsoftheair
force.

 The French used repressive measures in a bid to calm down militant
nationalism.Theycarriedoutcounterrevolutionarywarfareincludingmass
arrests of suspected rebels or collaborators,killing of prisoners and
destruction ofentirevillages.Theyunveiled women in theirmadnessof
searching forweapons this subjected innocentvictims to indignityand
harassment.DuringthewarBenBellawaskidnappedonaflightacross
Algeriafrom MoroccotoTunisia.HewasjailedbytheFrench.

 Creationofconcentrationcampsashinderedthesuccessofthewar.These
campswereestablishedbetween1957and1959whenmanyruralpeople
wereontheruninfearfortheirlives.TheFrenchcolonialgovernmentthus
established thesecampswherevillageswereregrouped.Sometimesthe
Frenchexertedalotofforceonthesecamps,soheavilyinordertodeter
possible rebellions.On some occasions the French forces disguised
themselves as FLN fighters and massacred Algerians in big numbers;
slaughterspeopleintheconcentrationcampsinordertodestroythepublic
credibilityoftheFLNmovement.

 Thepredominanceofthewhitesettlersmostofwhom wereFrenchwasabig
hindrancetoAlgerianindependencestruggle.Theysupportedthecolonial
regimeandconsequentlyjoinedthegovernmentinlargenumbersby1954to
resistAlgerianindependence.

 Thiswasworsenedbythehostilityofthecolonsthemselvestowardsthe
natives.InApril1956,theEuropeanterroristgroupbombedaflatinKashaand
killed 53 Muslims.The above problem delayed the war and hence



independenceforeightyears
 TheFreedom fighterslackedthefinancialandeconomicpowerstofinance

thewarandequiptherevolutionaryforceswithmodernweaponsandmodern
techniques.

 Lackofassistancefrom theneighboringcountrieswhichwouldhaveassisted
muchthefreedom fighterstooverthrow theFrenchdominancy;thishence
prolongedthewar.

 LackofastrongforcebyAlgeriannationalist;Algerialackedstrongerarmy
especiallyattheinitialstagein1950's.Therebelswereilltrainedandwere
incompetentmilitarily.ThiswasinsharpcontrastwiththeFrenchforceswho
hadsophisticatedweaponse.g.ofmassdestruction,aircraftbombersetc.

APARTHIEDANDAFRICANNATIONALISM INSOUTHAFRICA
SouthAfricaisthelargestandmostpowerfulofseveralstatesinSouthernAfrica.
Thecountrycameintoexistencein1910followingtheestablishmentoftheActof
UnionthatputthetwoBritishterritoriesoftheCapeandNatalandtheBoers
(Afrikaner)Republics ofTransvaaland Orange Free State underone political
federation.SouthAfricabecamearepublicin1961inaprotestedbreakawayfrom
theCommonwealththatfollowedinternationalrecognitionoftheBlackstruggle
againstapartheidandthegrantingofaNobelPeacePrizetoAlbertLithuli,the
SecretaryGeneraloftheAfricanNationalCongress(ANC).

THEAPARTHEIDPOLICY
Meaning
ApartheidisanAfrikanerterm for'separateness'or'racialsegregation.'Itwasused
bythedescendantsofpioneerDutchsettlerstoencourageseparatenessofracesin
SouthAfrica.

Apartheidmayalsorefertotheapartnessorkeepingpeopleofdifferentcolours
apartinallconceivableaspectsofsociety;political,socialandeconomic.Thepolicy
andpracticeofapartheidinSouthAfricagrewoutofexperienceoftheestablished
whitepopulation(mostlyAfrikaner).

Itwasaconvertedpoliticalandadministrativepolicyshapedoutoftheconservative
Afrikanernationalism,whichalsodevelopedoutofracialprejudice,prideandcultural
arroganceoftheDutchstocksettlers(Afrikaners)whodetestedtheliberalattitude
ofthewhitesettlersofBritishorigintowardsnon-whites.

ToAfricansandliberalmindedwhites,apartheidwasapolicyoffear.Theyargued
thattheAfrikaner"perceived-racial-superiority"wasaresultofthe"assumedthreat"
totheirminoritystatusinthecountry,inevitablycausedbytheattainmentofpolitical
independencebyBlackselsewhereinAfrica.Afrikanernationaliststhus,invented
apartheidasaracialsegregativesystem thatinfluencedthem toagitateforcontrol
ofSouthAfrica.

ORIGINOFAPARTHEIDPOLICY
ToAfricansand-liberalmindedEuropeans,apartheidisapolicyoffear.Theyargue
thatwhitenationalistsrealisedthattheyweretheminorityandthatblacksthe
majority.Andthatpoliticalindependenceoftheirbrothersandblacksinafree
Africanworldinevitablyinfluencethem todictateforcontrolofSouthAfricawhich
wasathreattothewhitestatestatus.

By1948,thewhitesfoundthemselvesamongAfricanswhowerenotonlymore



educatedthanbeforebutwhoweremoreawareoftheirgrievances.Africanleaders
weregenerallyaswellasinformedonpoliticalmattersasthewhiteswere.

ApartheidalsohaditsownoriginduringtheSecondWorldWarwherethethinkers
especiallythe universityleaders were influenced byNaziracistattitude which
believedinsuperiorityoverotherraces.

ItalsocameastheresultofthedevelopmentofAfrikanernationalism amongthe
supportersofnationalisticpartyinSouthAfrica.InSouthAfrica,thewhiteshadto
standtheirgroundandremainmastersintheircountries.Toachievetheseapartheid
policiesorlawswereputinplacelimitthenon-whitesopportunityinallaspectsof
lifee.g.landownership,employment,politicalrepresentation,tradeandeducation

AIMSOFAPARTHEID
Apartheidhadthefollowingobjectives:

 TomaintainwhitesupremacyanddominationinSouthAfricaovertheblacks
 Tomaintainandprotectthewhitepopulationasapurewhiteraceagainstthe

contaminationofotherracesliketheblacksandAsians
 ToreducetheamountofnationalfeelingamongAfricans
 ToprotectthewhitecharacterofSouthAfricancitiesfrom theeverincreasing

numberofAfricansinurbancenters
 TomaintaintheAfricanraceasasourceofcheaplabour
 TolimitAfricanparticipationinthepoliticsofthecountry

METHODS/PILLARSOFAPARTHEIDPOLICYINSOUTHAFRICA
Intheyears1948to1978,SouthAfricahadfourstrongPrimeMinisterswhoworked
veryhardtoestablish,strengthenandconsolidatetheapartheidsystem asanofficial
governmentpolicy.TheseincludedDr.Malanwhowasveryinstrumentalasfirst
primeministerandothersincludedSrijdom,HendrikVerwoerdandJohnVorster.
These enacted parliamentary acts through which apartheid was applied and
manifested.

The passing ofthe Asian Law AmendmentActin 1948 which was aimed at
transforming the ParliamentofSouth Africa into a purelyracistinstitution by
constitutionallyeliminatingliberal-membersofIndianorigin.Indianswerehence
deprivedofrepresentationinparliamentjustlikeothernon-whiteracesofAfrican
andcoloured.WhitedominationwasthereforeperpetuatedintheSouthAfrican
legislativecouncil.Thewhiteshadearlieronin1936passed"Representationofthe
NativeAct",whichdisenfranchisedthenon-whites(deniedthem votingrightsfor
politicalrepresentationinparliament.Therewasnodirectrepresentationofnon-
whitesintheNationalAssembly(parliament)whichmeantthattheirgrievancesand
interestswereunattendedtountilsomeofthem resortedtopositiveactionof
agitatingfortheirrightsandfreedoms.

Politicalsuppressionofnon-whitesthroughthe"SuppressionofCommunis'm Act"of
1950whichaimedatsuppressinganyoppositiontotheapartheidsystem.TheAct
gavedefinedcommunism intermsofanyform ofoppositionthatneededtobe
silencedbythegovernment.TheActgavethegovernmentpowerstosuppressall
troublesome multi-racialpoliticalorganisationsand banning allAfrican political
activities.TheapartheidregimeswereempoweredtocondemnnotoriousAfrican
politiciansascommunists,placethem underhousearrest,restricttheirmovements
andprohibitthem from attendingpublicorsocialgatheringswhiletheirwritingsand
speecheshadtobeconfiscatedbeforecirculation.



ThroughtheintroductionoftheProhibitionofMixedMarriagesAct(1949)which
restrictedmixedmarriagesormarriagesbetweenwhitesandnon-whites.Theresult
ofthisActwasthat,therewouldbenocross-socialrelationswithintheSouthAfrican
populationthroughmarriage,whichstrategicallypreventedmulti-racialunity.The
AfrikanerssucceededindenyingAfricansfrom climbingthesocio-economicladder
throughmarriages.In1950,theNationalPartygovernmentpassedtheImmorality
AmendmentActtostrengthenprohibitionofmixedmarriagesacrossraces.Thenew
Actprohibitedintimatesocialrelationshipsbetweenwhitesandnon-whites,which
involvesexualintercourse,physicalloveorbearingillegalchildreninanextra-marital
marriage.TheintentionofthetwoActswastomaintainasuperiorpurewhiterace
byclosinganygapwhereAfricanswouldgetclosertowhitesineithermarriagesor
intimacy.
In1950,theapartheidregimepassedthePopulationRegistrationActpurposelyto
draw aborderline(separation)ofthepopulationbyregisteringandissuingevery
SouthAfricananidentitycardbearingone'srace.Thisnewactdeclaredthatracism
isbothlegal(bylaw)andabiologicalconcept.Itwasbasicallyaimedatdealingwith
Indiansandcoloredpeoplewhostronglybelievedthattheyweremorerelatedtothe
whitesthanAfricans.ItclassifiedthepopulationasWhites,Indians,Africansand
Coloureds.Tothecoloredpeople,theActstatedthat"acoloredisapersonwhois
notawhitepersonoranativeAfrican."Thecoloredswerethenceisolatedandmade
tothinktheydidnotbelongtoSouthAfrica.TheActprotectedthewhitesawayfrom
contaminationbythe"inferiorcoloredrace."Inordertosurvive,thecoloredshadto
relatemorewiththewhitesforsympathythanwiththeAfricanswhowereregarded
"evilmilitants."TheActwasstronglyemphasisedintheCapeProvinceandNatal
where the Coloureds and Asians strongly competed with the white race in
economicsandbusiness.

TheapartheidgovernmentofDr.MalanintroducedtheGroupAreasAct(1950)which
providedforcreationofseparateresidentialareasforthedifferentraces.TheAct
wasaimedatsolvingthe"raceproblem"especiallyintownsandcitieswerethe
increasingpopulationofnon-whiteswasseenasasocialproblem toexistenceof
the whites.Town centres were declared to white residents while the blacks,
ColouredsandIndiansweretostayinslum areas.Theareasallocatedtonon-whites
weresmallandcongestedleadingtocompetitionforpropertyamongthemselves.
TheActencouragedrepatriationorejectionofpeoplefrom areasallocatedfor
whiteswithoutcompensationfortheirproperty,landorbusinesses.Colouredsand
Indianshadtorelocatetheirbusinessesinareasinaccessiblebytheircustomers
hencethisaffectedtheirincomes.ThisActestablishedandmaintainedawhite
characterintownsandcities.
TheestablishmentofBantustansor(Africanhomelands)purposelytoseparateor
keep whites and Africans aparteconomically and territorially,by passing the
PromotionofBantuSelf-GovernmentActof1959.By1951,manyAfricanshadbeen
repatriated from townsto reserves;which reservesweredeveloped into Bantu
homelands.The new South African leaderHendrik Verwoerd consolidated the
BantustanpolicythatitwouldclearAfricansfrom whiteareasand'mobilisedtooffer
the required labourin white industries to be established on the borders of
Bantustans.TheBantustanpolicyprovidedforthesettingupofterritorialauthorities
ornationalunitsbasedontheancientAfricantribal-authoritypolicy.Bythe1957
BantuAuthoritiesAct,thegovernmenthadtoappointachiefforeveryhomeland,
thoughthechiefcouldberemovedonceheworkedcontrarytothedemandsofthe
apartheidgovernment.TheBantuSelf-GovernmentActassumedthattheBantu
peopledidnotconstituteahomogeneouspeople,thereforeshouldliveinseparate



nationalunits on basis oflanguage orculture.As a result,theycreated ten
homelands.
TranskeiandCiskeifortheXhosapeople
Kwa-ZulufortheZulupeople

QwaqwafortheSouthSotho
BophuthatswanafortheTswanapeople
SouthNdebeleandLebowafornorthSothopeople
GazankulufortheShanganeandTsongapeople
VenderfortheVendapeople
SWAZIfortheSwazipeople
TheBantustanpolicyhinderedAfricannationalconsciousnessanddivertedtheir
politicalambitionsawayfrom SouthAfricaasawhole,totribalhomelands.

Strategiclocationofindustries:toensurecheapsupplyoflabourfrom Africansthe
South African governmentlocated industries nearreserves (Bantustans).The
Africanscouldhenceworkwithintheirlocalitieswithoutmovingintowhitetownsor
cities.TheestablishmentofindustriesnearBantustanswasalsoafulfillmentofthe
apartheidaim ofreducingAfricansasasourceofcheaplabour.

TheracistgovernmentcameupwiththeBantuEducationActin1953,designedby
thethenMinisterofNativeAffairsHendrikVerwoerd.Verwoerddeclaredthatracial
relationscouldnotimproveifawrongtypeofeducationisgiventothenatives.He
justifiedthisActthatcreatedseparateeducationforseparateracesarguingthat
Africanscouldnotimproveiftheresultofeducationgiventothem istoturnthem
intoafrustratedpeople.Africanshencehadtoreceiveinferioreducationwitha
syllabusthatemphasised more ofAfrikaansthan English,an education which
"emphasisedethnicdifferencesandtrainedandtaughtAfricansinaccordancewith
theiropportunitiesinlife,whichwastooffercheaplabourtothewhitecommunity."
Thegovernmentwithdrew missionarycontroloverAfricaneducationbyputtingall
Africanschoolsunderclosesupervisionofthegovernmenteducationdepartment.
TheActprovidedforcreationofdifferentschools,collegesanduniversitiesfor
differentraces.

Strengtheningofpasslawsthroughintroducingthe1952NativeActortheAbolition
ofPassesandCoordinationofDocumentsAct.Withthenew amendment,theold
passbookswereabolishedandreplacedwithreferencebooks.Thisactmadeit
compulsoryforAfricanmenandlaterwomentocarryreferencebooksatalltimes,
containingallpermitsandregistrationslikepermissiontotakeupemploymentin
town,registrationoftheirlabourcontract,permissiontostayoutsideone'svillage
aftercurfewhoursamongothers.ThereferencebookhaddetailsaboutanAfrican
placeoforigin,race,age,residenceandreferencenumber,whereheintendstomove
toandwhenheintendstoreturn,itwasaimedatfurtherrestrictingfreemovement
ofAfricansinordertokeepthenundereffectivecontrolandfailuretopresentone's
referencebookledtoarrestanddetention.Onaverage,over1000Africanswere
arresteddailyfornotcarryingtheirreferenceorpassbooksbetween1953and1984.

In1953,theapartheidgovernmentstrengthenedtheGroupAreaActbyissuingthe
"ReservationofSeparateAmenitiesAct."Afterseparatingresidentareasofthe
differentraces,whereAfricans,Indiansandcolouredswerepushedoutofthecities
andtownstotheslumsthegovernmentseparatedsocialservices(amenities)where
betterserviceswerereservedforwhiteswhilenon-whiteswereprovidedwithinferior
socialfacilitiessuchastrains,buses,bars,socialrecreationparks,amongothers.
Thegovernmentalsocameupwithnew signpostswhichreservedsomepublic



premisesforexclusiveusebyaparticularrace.Signslike,"whitesonly"or"notfor
Africansdogs"or"non-whitesareprohibited"couldbeseenatrailwaysstations,
beaches,banksandbridges

ThegovernmentrepatriationofAfricansfrom townsandcitiestoisolatedtownships
wasalsoamanifestationofapartheidinSouthAfrica.In1953,theNationalistParty
governmentpassed the "Native ResettlementAct"which provided forforcible
removalofnativesfrom whitesettlerurbancentresandsegregatethem alongtribal
lineintheirnew settlements.TheActenabledinvoluntaryrepatriationofabout
57,000Africansfrom centralJohannesburgtotheSouthWestTown(Soweto).The
governmentargumentwasthattherepatriatedpeopleweretooold,unproductive
andunfittostayinurbanizedareaswhileotherswerewomenwithdependent
children.TheResettlementActweakenedthedevelopmentofnationalunityand
consciousnessamongnativeAfricans.

The introduction ofthe CriminalLaw AmendmentAct(1953)which provided
governmentauthoritytogivevariouspunishmentstoleaderswhomobilisedmasses
intocivildisobedienceandotheractsofoppositiontotheapartheidsystem.In
particular,theActprovidedforafiveyearimprisonmentandfourteenlashes(canes)
foranypersonwholeadsothersintobreakingthelawinprotestagainstapartheid.
TheActwasaresultofthe"1952DefianceCampaign"organisedbytheANCagainst
apartheidlawswhichalmostcausedabreakdownofthesystem

In1957,thenativeslawamendmentsactconsolidatedwhitecontroloverAfricansin
urbanareas.Thishadbeenattemptedin1923andwasonlyreinforcedin1957.In
industries orfactories,job segregation was also practiced through the 1965
industrialconsolidationact.Thisactlegalizedsomespecialjobsorthewhitesas
wellasspecialwages.ItalsorelegatedAfricanstolowpaidjobsaswellascasual
labourers.

Apartheid regime also used the ParliamentaryActto reduce the authorityof
traditionalchiefsintheruralareas.ThiswasthroughtheBantuAuthorityActof1951
whichwaslaterelaboratedbythepromotionoftheBantuSelf-governmentActof
1959.TheseactswereharshonAfricantraditionalchiefsandgreatlyreducedtheir
powersoutsideAfrican settlements.The1959 Actalso stipulated thatAfrican
traditionalchiefshadnocowersoverwhitestheirarea,whichgreatlyunderminedthe
spiritofindependenceofAfricanchief

Inordertostrengthenapartheidinthepoliticalfield,thegovernmentenactedanact
whichprohibitedAfricanpoliticalinterferenceandmadeitillegalforanyoneto
belongtoaraciallymixedpoliticalparty.Tothiseffect,itmeantthat,theblacks
couldnotjointheNationalistPartyoftheBoersjustastheBoerscouldnotjoin
Africanparties

Otherthanlegislation,apartheidgovernmentalsousedbrutality.Thegovernment
employedmilitaryconfrontationtocountertherisingmilitantoppositionagainst
apartheidinSouthAfrica;thegovernmentdecidedto becomemorebrutaland
embarkedonlargescalemilitaryconfrontationstosuppressAfricanopposition.The
apartheidgovernmentexpandedtheairforce,recruitedblackstofightfellowblacks
and developed a powerfulintelligentnetworki.e.the (BOSS)which penetrated
nationalisticmovementsinSouthAfricaPettyApartheidLawswerepassedbythe
apartheid governmentas socialbarriers againstsocialinteraction among the
differentraces.Theselawswerefoundedoncolourbasis,whereseparatesocial



serviceswerecreatedforeveryracee.g.roads,hospitals,Churchesandpublic
beaches.Noticeslike"whiteonlyandnonwhitesareprohibited"couldbeseenat
railwaysstations,beaches,banksandbridges.

Imprisonmentofnationalists;theapartheidgovernment,awareoftheincreasing
dangerofAfricannationalistspassedlawswhichturnedSouthAfricaintoapolice
station.E.g.anti-communists actand detention actallowed the imprisonment
withouttrialandthecommunistactblamedallpoliticalorganisationsandactivities
opposedtoapartheidandworkersstrikeswereoutlawed

In1965,theSouthAfricangovernmentadoptedtheDetentePolicy(dialogue)aimed
atestablishingfriendshipwiththeneighbouringstatesofSouthAfrica.TheDetente
Policywasadopted to neutralizetheincreased Pressureon theSouth African
governmentand counterguerillaactivitiesin theneighbouring stateofAngola,
MozambiqueandSouthernRhodesiafrom spreadingintoSouthAfrica.TheOAUhad
cautioneditsmembersfrom allowingSouthAfricaaircraftandshipstouseAfrican
airspaceand harborsand notto tradewith South Africain orderto weaken
apartheid.Thedetentepolicy(dialogue)withAfricancountrieswasseenbySouth
AfricaasawayofgettingpotentialmarketforSouthAfricanmanufacturedgoods
andinvestments.OtherwisethecontinuedisolationofSouthAfricawassuicidalto
hereconomicpride.

IMPACTOFAPARTHEID
ThesegregationtendenciesbasedonraceandcolourinSouthAfricasowedseeds
ofhatred,mistrustandsuspicionswithinthepopulation.

ThepolicybledacultureofviolenceinSouthAfricaasameansofsolvingconflicts.
InfactalotofbloodshedandlossofliveswerewitnessedinSouthAfricafrom 1948
whenwhiteracism inSouthAfricawasmadeconstitutional.Africansaimedatthe
whitepopulation,theirpropertyandinvestments,whilethewhitesoutofinsecurity
trainedincombatskillsandacquiredsmallarmsinselfdefenceagainstthepotential
violentAfricans.

BoostedAfricannationalism byinfluencingtheriseofanew younggenerationof
leaderswhoignitedAfricancauseagainsttheracistapartheidgovernments.The
youngleadershipcomprisededucatedAfricansamongthem NelsonMandelaand
OliverThambo,whoweretrainedlawyersfrom Johannesburg,trade-unionistslike
WalterSisuluandotherslikeSteveBiko.Theintroductionofharshracistlaws
stimulated theyoung militantleadersto encourageawaveofresistancesand
proteststopasslaws,agriculturalrestrictions,poorworkingconditionsandthe
inferioreducationgiventoAfricans.Theywereinstrumentalinorganisinganumber
ofspontaneousmassstrikes,boycottsanddemonstrationsmostlyintowns.These
includedthe1952"DefianceCampaign"againstsegregationistlaws,theSharpeville
protestagainstpasslawsin1960andthe1976Sowetodemonstrationagainstthe
unfairBantuEducationAct

Apartfrom boostingthepopularityoftheANCthroughitsactivities,thesystem of
apartheidledtotheriseofanew politicalmovement,thePanAfricanistCongress
(PAC)formedbybreakawayAfricanistsoftheANC.

ThepolicywasresponsibleforeconomicretardationinSouthAfrica.Theapartheid
regimesfacedmanyeconomicsanctionsfrom internationalorganisationslikethe
UNOandOAU,whichcalledonmemberstatestocutoffeconomicandtradeties



withSouthAfrica.ManyAfricangovernmentsandNon-alignedcountriesofAsia
endedtradetieswiththeracistgovernmentandthiseconomicallyisolatedSouth
Africathathereconomygraduallycrumbled.

Consequently,Africans were economically impoverished due to the economic
inequalitiesencouragedbytheAfrikaners.Africanwagesweredeliberatelykept
lower,earningtentimeslessthanwhites,majorityAfricansweredeniedproperty
rightsinurbanareas,theyhadlostlandwithwhitescontrollingalmost87%ofthe
arablelandandyetAfricanswerealsorestrictedfrom engaginginmajoreconomic
activitieslikeminingandothercommercialactivitieslikeimporttrade.Todaythe
wealthofSouthAfricaisstillcontrolledbywhiteswhoareaboutfourmillionsofthe
totalpopulationofthecountrybutcontrollingmorethan80%ofthenationalcapital.
MostAfricansweresubjectedtolabourexploitationonwhitefarms,industries,
minesandevenwhitehomes.Africansweresubjectedtoacontractlaboursystem
thatwasveryoppressiveandinhumantoAfricans.TheApartheidregimesabolished
activitiesofAfrican tradeunions,tradeunionswerebanned and African trade
unionistswerearrestedanddetained.

Africanswerehighlydisenfranchisedandhardlyparticipatedinthepoliticaldecision
makingprocessofSouthAfrica.Itwasin1936whenvotingrightswerecompletely
deprivedofAfricansandsincethen,theyweredeclinedtothestatusofsecondclass
citizens.Itishencetruetosaythatbymultiracialgeneralelectionsof1994,Africans
majorityhadnoideaoftickingaballotpaperorhadneverexperiencedpolitical
campaigns and voting procedures,nordid they know the importance ofa
constitution.KnowntotheAfricanswerestrikes,boycottsanddefiancecampaigns
butnotdemocraticprinciples.

Apartheidrenderednationalunitycompletelydelicate.ThecreationofBantustanson
triballines,separateeducationalinstitutionsandrecreationcenters,andprohibition
ofmixed marriages between differentraces discouraged the developmentof
nationalfeelingsamongthepopulaceofSouthAfrica/hencehinderingprospectsof
nationalunity.Infactsocio-politicalrelationsamongSouthAfricansweredentedby
thePopulationRegistrationActandtheGroupAreasActwhichcreateddifferent
settlementareasfordifferentraces.

Theunfaireducationsystem imposedonAfricansmadethem highlyilliteratesand
second class citizens. This nature of education discouraged intellectual
developmentsamongAfricanshenceitpreparedthem forsocio-economicroles
which needed only semi-skilled orno skilled labour.This inferioreducation
maintainedtheAfricanmajoritypoliticallyignorantoftheirrightsandfreedomsand
insteadmostofthem acceptedtheirsubordinatestatustothewhiteminority.
TheBantuEducationActpassedin1953forcedAfricansintogovernmentschools
whichhadadesignedsyllabusthatemphasisedethnicdifferencesandonlytaught
them bare-skillsneededtoworkforwhites.

ApartheidSouthAfricaadoptedadistabilisationpolicyinneighbouringstateswhich
ledtopoliticalinstabilitiesintheregion.Apartheidleaderscommittedtosupporting
subversiveactivitiesinneighbouringcountriessuspectedofsupportingtheactivities
ofANCagainstthewhiteminorityregimeinSouthAfrica.Theapartheidgovernment
sponsoredtherebelactivitiesofRENAMO againsttheFRELIMO governmentin
MozambiqueandUNITAactivitiesinAngolaagainsttheMPLAgovernment.South
AfricaoccasionallylaunchedmilitaryexpeditionsonZimbabweandMozambique
suspectingthem ofbeingtraininggroundsoftheANCfreedom fighters.



Theactivitiesoftheapartheid regimesagainstneighbouring countriesand the
economicthreatposedbySouthAfricaintheSouthernAfricanregionledtotherise
ofeconomiccooperationamongtheSouthernAfricancountries.InAugust1980,
theymetinLusaka,Zambiaandsignedatreatyofcooperationthatledtothe
foundingoftheSouthAfricanDevelopmentCoordinationCouncil(SADCC)which
wasdesignedtoisolateSouthAfricaanddesistherpossiblepoliticaloreconomic
influencefrom penetratingmemberstates.In1993,thememberstatesmetin
WindhoekNamibia,andtransformedtheSADCC into SADC,whichincorporated
South Africa afterapartheid and hasmade the organisation the mostreliable
economicorganisation.

ThepolicyexposedthedoublestandardsofsomeAfricanstatesandmembersof
theOAU whowerelaterbrandedtraitors.In1965,theapartheidgovernmentof
HendrikVerwoerddesignedapolicydialogueknownas"thedetentepolicy"that
encouragedAfricangovernmentstocooperatewithSouthAfricathroughexporting
labourtothecountryandrepackageandsaleSouthAfricanindustrialcommodities,
inreturnforfinancialgrantsandtechnicalassistancefrom theapartheidgovernment.
Countries like Malawi,Botswana,Zambia and Madagascarentered into policy
dialoguewithapartheidSouthAfricaoutofselfishnesshencecollaboratingwiththe
racistregimetodespisesanctionsimposedonitbytheUNOandtheOAU.

Theracistpolicyofapartheidwasoneoftheinternationalproblemsthatexposedthe
doublestandardsoftheUnitedNationsOrganisation(UNO).Theinternationalpeace
bodyoftenimposeddiplomaticandeconomicsanctionsonracistSouthAfricabut
wouldtakenomeasurestopunishthemembercountriesthatviolatedthesanctions,
asitwasthecasewithIraqin1990,wherecountriesfacedtheUNSecurityCouncil
formaintainingtieswithSadam'sregimeafterSadam'snakedaggressionagainst
Kuwait.Ontheotherhand,majorpowersoftheUNOliketheUSAandBritainthough
theycondemnedtheapartheidpolicy,theirmulti-nationalscontinuedtradingwith
SouthAfrica.

ItstrengthenedAfro-Arabsolidarityduetotheunderstandingbetweenthetworaces.
TheArabsympathytowardsAfricanvictimsofapartheidwasaresultoftheAfrican
positivegestureinsupportingthePalestinianArabsagainsttheZionistimperialists
(Israelites).Therefore,theArabshadtoreturnthegoodgesturebysupportingthe
Africanfightagainstapartheid.

REACTIONSOFAFRICANSTOWARDSAPARTHEID
Africansuseddiplomacytoagitatefortheirrights.Theysentrepresentativesto
LondonandUNGeneralAssemblytoprotestagainstthewhiteracistregimeinSouth
Africa.Thiswasaimedatseekinginternationalsympathyintheirquestforliberation
from theevilsofapartheid
AfricanslaunchedcampaignsinSouthAfricaagainsttheirritatinglawsofapartheid.
InBloemfontein,theblacksprotestedagainsttheextensionoflawsbymunicipalities
intheOrangeFreestates.ThisAfricanmovementopposedtotheracistapartheid
lawsspreadtoothertownsofSouthAfricalikeJohannesburgandPretoria.

Africans organised themselves into politicalorganisations to consolidate their
effortsagainstracism.Inthe1950s,youthpoliticiansledbyMandelaandOliver
ThambostreamlinedtheactivitiesoftheSouthAfricanNationalCongress(ANC)
whilein1959,thePanAfricanistCongress(PAC)wasformedundertheleadershipof
RobertSobukwe.These liberation movements especiallythe ANC became the



vanguardofthepoliticalagitationsinSouthAfrica.TheANCandPACjointlystaged
defiancecampaignsagainstthepasslawsandotherrepressiveapartheidlaws.

Africans waged defiance campaign againstthe apartheid policye.g.the 1952
defiancecampaignagainsttheunjustpasslawsandthepettyapartheidlaws.
ViolentAfricandemonstratorstargetedparks,beachesandstreetsmarked"WHITES
ONLY",destroyingalsosign-poststhatrestrictedAfricansfrom usingthem.Offices,
buses,bridgesandrestaurantswerealsotargetsduringtheAfricanviolentactions
againstapartheid.

StrikesandboycottwereorganisedbyAfricanstoresistagainsttheapartheidpolicy.
ChiefAlbertLithuliorganisedboycottsagainsttheBantuEducationAct.TheANC
organisedvariousboycottse.g.thebusboycottswhichwasagainsttheunrealistic
incrementinthebusfares.Africansalsoorganisedthepotatoboycottwhichwasa
protestagainstthepoorworkingconditionsonEuropeanfarms.In1971,twoday
strike,was called by the Coordination forAfrican DevelopmentTrade Union
(COSATU),whichwashonoredalloverabigsectionofSouthAfricancommunity.

Demonstrationswerestagedagainsttheapartheidpolicye.g.inmarch1960,PAC
organisedananti-passcampaignwhereAfricansmatchedtopolicestationsto
surrendertheirpassesand seekarrestbythe police.Thisresulted into most
horrifying dynamiticextentinthewholehistoryagainststruggleofshape-Ville,
Massacre/killsweremorethan200Africanswereslaughtered.Thisincidence
provokedmoredemonstrationsthroughoutthecountryandarousedinternational.
AftertheSharpevilleincident,Africansdoubtedthesuccessofnon-violateresistance
andresultedintoarmedviolencestragglethroughorganisationslikeUmkhontowe
sizwe/ spearofthe nation formed in 1961.This sabotaged white property
installationsandestablishmentwhichwererepressionsofapartheidandcarriedout
guerillawarfareagainstgovernment.

South Africans through the OAU and the UNO advocated fordiplomatic and
economicisolationofapartheidruleinSouthAfrica,Theinternationalsanctions
greatlyaffectedthecountryandthegovernmenthadtosuccumbtothepressureby
holdingpeacetalkswiththeAfricanoppositionleadersandtheresultwasthemulti-
racialgeneralelectionsof1994whichsealedthefateofapartheid.

Africans used music dance and drama (MOD) in organising masses and
decampaigningtheapartheidsystem.SongsofMakoba,Chakachaka,LuckyDube
andothermusicianswereinspirationalamongSouthAfricansandtheinternational
communityinthequestforAfricanliberty.

Africansusedmassivepropagandainternallyandexternallyagainstapartheidpolicy.
Thenationalistsmostlyusedpress(newspapers)e.g.Abantu-Batho.Magazinesand
filmse.g.onthelifeofMandelaandCarryforfreedom bySteveBiko,whichfetched
internationalsympathyandincreasedpressurefortheliberationofmajorityAfricans
from racistoppression

ThroughthechurchinSouthAfricaespeciallytheAnglicanChurchunderBishop
DesmondTutuwhoplayedabigroleinsensitisingandmobilisingmassesagainst
theracistregimeinSouthAfrica.BishopDesmondTutuandotherchurchleaders
encouragedmulti-racialunityagainstracism inSouthAfrica,publishedbooksand
preachedontheproblemsthataffectedthepopulationofthecountryduetoracial
inequalities.



SouthAfricannationalistsidentifiedsomepersonalitiesamongthem whowereof
doublestandardsexcommunicatedthem from theiractivitiesagainstapartheid.E.g.
(ANC)expelled ChiefGatsh Butheleziwhom theyaccused asan agentofthe
repressivegovernment.

FACTORSTHATFACILITATEDTHELIBERATIONOFSOUTHAFRICA
1.TheroleofpoliticalorganizationslikePanAfricanistCongress(PAC),theBlack
ConsciousnessMovement(BCM)andtheAfricanNationalCongress(ANC).The
ANCistheoldestmasspoliticalpartyestablishedby1912tofightagainstwhite
minorityruleinSouthAfrica.

 ThepartymobilisedAfricansandmembersofotherracestofightagainstthe
racistapartheidpoliciesinSouthAfrica.

 Itsoughtforexternalsupportinform offinancial,moral,diplomaticand
militaryaidfrom otherAfricanstatesandcommunistcountriesliketheUSSR
and China againstthe apartheid regime,which was instrumentalin the
destructionofapartheidby1994.

 Itprovidedaclearpoliticalprogram forthestruggleagainsttheapartheid
regimesandalsolaiddownthefutureofSouthAfrica.Thispoliticalstrategy
enabledtheANCtorallymulti-racialsupportagainsttheminoritygovernment.
Itwasthisprogram whichwasinstrumentalin1994generalelections.

 TheANC formedthemilitarywing,"Umkhontowesizwe"orspearofthe
nation,throughwhichthepartycarriedoutarmedinsurrectionattacksonthe
whiteminoritygovernment.Themajortargetsoftheattacksincludedmajor
economiesandmilitaryinspirationandestablishmentwhichwereexpression
ofapartheid.

 Itprovided Africansin South Africawith charismaticleadership:through
leaderslikeAlbertLithuiiandNelsonMandelawhocommandeddomesticand
internationalrespectandconsolidatedunityofSouthAfricansagainstthe
apartheidregime.

 Thepartychampionedthereleaseofpoliticalprisonerse.g.Lithuii,Sisulu,
Mandela,etc.whoplayedasignificantpartinthecollapseoftheapartheid
system.

 TheANC carriedoutpropagandaagainstapartheidregimethroughradio
programmes,newspaperandmagazinepublicationsandMDD whichwere
instrumentalinthedestructionofapartheidinSouthAfrica.

 Organised and participated in several strikes, defiance campaigns,
demonstrations and boycotts againstapartheid regimes e.g.the 1952
DefianceCampaign.Allthesewereemployedtoweakenthefoundationof
apartheidandinfluencereformsandmulti-racialpeacetalks.

 TheANCrecruitedandsentyoungAfricanstootherfriendlycountries,mostly
frontlinestateslikeZambia,Mozambique,Angola,UgandaandAlgeriatobe
trainedintoguerillawarfare,whichtheyusedtofighttheapartheidsystem.

 Itestablished the ambassador(representative)position in manyAfrican
statesandthisstrategywasinstrumentalinsolicitingforsupportfrom many
Africanstates

2. ReactionsoftheAfricansagainsttheminorityregime(refertotheinternal
reactions)e.g.theriseandroleofAfricanelites,useofthepressandmedia,use
ofMOD,andnon-violentactsofsabotage,boycottsanddemonstrations

3. Inparticular,theriseandroleofeducatednationalistsinSouthAfricahelpedin
thedefeatofapartheid.TheseincludedMandela,WalterSisulu,ChrisHani,Oliver
Thambo,andSteveBikoamongothers.TheAfricanelitescondemnedapartheid
and called forequaltreatmentofnon-whites.Theywerethebrainsbehind



politicalmovements,demonstrations,boycottsanddefiancecampaignsagainst
apartheidpolicies.Someofthem likeMandelaandSisulufacedanumberof
yearsinjailbutnevergaveuponthestruggleforAfricanfreedom

4. TheorganisationofAfricanUnity(OAU)wasinstrumentalintheliberationof
SouthAfricainthefollowingways:
 TheOAUestablishedaspecialfundforliberationmovementsparticularlyfor

theliberationofSouthAfricaandNamibiawhereseveralmemberstates
contributedannuallytothecauseofagainstapartheid.Themoneywasused
toprovidearmsandotherweaponsagainsttheoppressivegovernmentin
SouthAfrica.

 Itestablished a liberation committee in 1967 with its headquarters in
Tanzania,withothermembersincludingUganda,Egypt,Ethiopia,Algeriaand
etceterawhowereinstrumentalinco-coordinatingtheactivitiesofliberation
movementsinSouthAfrica,andsolicitingforsupportagainsttheapartheid
regime.Thecommitteeextendedmoral,financialandmilitarysupporttothe
politicalorganisationsofSouthAfrica.Italsomanagedthespecialfund.

 The OAU established a committee offrontline states whose members
includedBotswana,Tanzania,Mozambique,Uganda,Angolaandetcetera.
Frontline states were charged with regulating activities aimed attotal
eradicationofapartheidpolicyinSouthAfricaandNamibiasuchastraining
guerrillafightersand allsupportto SouthAfricanfreedom fighterswent
throughfrontlinestates.

 In1975,theOrganisationofAfricanUnityvotedagainstdialoguewithSouth
Africa,whichaffectedtheapartheidregime.Dialogue(detentepolicy)wasan
initiativeoftheregimeofVerwoerdaimedatpromotingco-operationwith
Africanstatesasameansofweakeningsanctionsandembargosimposedon
apartheidSouthAfrica.

 Memberstates ofthe OAU provided training grounds forSouth African
freedom fighters againstthe apartheid system.Some members ofthe
UmkhontoweSizwe,themilitarywingoftheANCtrainedinUgandaunderthe
NationalResistanceArmywhileothersweretrainedinMozambique.

 TheOAU memberstatesused theUN GeneralAssemblyasa platform
throughwhichtheypressurizedtheUN SecurityCounciltocondemnSouth
AfricaandforcehertoabandontheracistpolicyagainstAfricans.TheOAU
alsocalledfortheUNsanctionsagainsttheSouthAfrica.

 Thecontinentalbodycondemnedindiscriminativebrutalityoftheapartheid
regimesagainstnativeAfricans.Itboldlycriticisedandcausedinternational
concernoverthemasskillingsinSouthAfricain1960atSharpevilleand1976
inSoweto.

 ItcondemnedthepersecutionofAfricannationalistsandinhumantreatment
ofAfricanpoliticiansthrougharbitraryarrestsandimprisonment,hardlabour,
publicfloggingandindiscriminative murders.Inparticular,theOAUhighly
criticisedtheapartheidgovernmentforthemysteriousdeathofSteveBikoin
1977inpolicecustody.

 Consequently,the organisation pressurized for the release of African
politicianssuchasNelsonMandela,WalterSisuluandotherAfricanprisoners
oftheapartheidsystem.Hencemanyofthesurvivingprisonersofapartheid
werereleasedfrom prolongeddetentionbytheregimeofFredrikdeKlerk.

 MembersoftheOAUagreedtoreceiveandsponsornationalistsfrom South
Africaformilitary,educationandvocationtraining.Theyalsoallowedthe
transitofallmaterials(materialaid)andvolunteersontheirwaytoSouth
Africa.

 TheOAUdemandedallAfricanstatestobreakoffdiplomaticandconsular



relationswiththeSouthAfricabecauseoftheircontinuedracistoppression
andhumiliationoftheirAfricansubjects.MembersoftheOAUagreedtocut
offtradetiesandboycottimportsfrom SouthAfrica,andcloseAfricanports
and airportsSouth African shipsand planes.Theyalso restricted South
Africanaircraftsfrom usingtheirspace.

 Thebodyurgeditsmemberstorecognizepossibilitiesofemploymentto
refugeesandpoliticalleadersfrom SouthAfrica.Theideawastoextendthe
idealofPanAfricanism andmotivatetheireffortstowardsself-governance.

 ThecontinentalbodydemandedfortheimmediateindependenceofNamibia
awayfrom theinfluenceofapartheidSouthAfrica.TheOAUemphasizedthat
SouthWestAfrica(Namibia)wasundertheUN mandate(supervision)and
therefore Africans in Namibia were entitled to self-determination.The
independenceofNamibialaidthefoundationfortheliberationofSouthAfrica
from apartheid.

 The continentalbody recognized and approved the ANC as a national
movement/ fightingforajustcauseforthemajorityAfricansinSouth
Africa,ThebodyhencesupportedtheactivitiesoftheANCinitsattemptto
endtheracistapartheidsystem.

 TheOAUparticipatedinthemulti-racialpeacetalksbetweentheANCledby
NelsonMandelaandtheapartheidgovernmentofDeKlerk.Thediscussions
weredirectedtowardsAfricanfreedom andmulti-racialcoexistenceinSouth
Africa.

 TheOrganizationofAfricanunitysentobserverstowitnesspeacefulpolitical
transition(multi-racialelections)inSouthAfricaofApril1994.Themulti-racial
electionendedthelong-term apartheidsystem asMandelaandtheANCwon
therace.

5.Thecollapseofcoldwarpoliticsby1990inspiredthedefeatofapartheidinSouth
Africa.TheUS-governmentandRussiaadoptedareconciliatorypolicytowards
SouthAfricabybothcondemningapartheidandstandingforAfricanfreedom
throughtheirgovernmenteffortsandthroughtheUNO.

6.TheUnitedNations(UN)playedaroleinanti-apartheidcampaign;
 Itcalleduponinternationalco-operationintheendofracism inSouthAfrica.
 TheUNpassedaresolutionin1967condemningracialoppressionandmade

itaninternationaloutlaw.Thiswasquiteamajorinternalizingtheeliteofthe
discriminatedblacksofblacksinSouthAfrica.

 Itrequested memberstates in 1992 to breakdiplomatic and economic
relationshipwithSouthAfricaastheonlywaytoweakenracistregimeandfor
ittograntfreedom tomajorityAfricansinthecountry.

 TheUNin1963passedaresolutiononthebanonthesaleofarmstoSouth
Africa.However,thiswasnotquiteeffectiveassomememberstateslike
France,USAandBritainsoldmilitaryarmsinSouthAfrica.

 Between1953and1959,theUNrepeatedlyarguedSouthAfricatoreviveher
racialsegregationinlineoraccordancetotheUNcharter

7. ThesuccessofliberationstrugglesinAngola,Mozambique,Zimbabweand
NamibiawasamotivationtoSouthAfricafighterstostrugglefortheirfreedom.
TheyprovidedtrainingbasesandthescienceofguerillawarfaretoSouthAfrica
guerillafighterswhichtheyusedagainsttheapartheidgovernment.

8. ThestandofInternationalCommitteeofOlympicGameswasafactortothe
decolonisationofSouthAfrica.TheinternationalOlympicgameexcludedSouth
Africafrom participatingfrom ituntilapartheidrulewasabolishedinthecountry.
Thisisolation,thoughSouthAfricaembarkedonthedevelopmentofdemocratic
game,convincedthereformistregimeofDeclerksothatSouthAfricashould



gainherrightfulplaceintheworld
9. The establishmentofSouth African developmentcoordination council/

conference(SADCC)by1980contributedtothefullindependenceofSouthAfrica.
Itwasestablished bySouth African statesto isolateSouth Africa e.g.the
memberswherenottoactasmarketforSouthAfricangoodsandcheaplabour
suchthattheracistregimeshouldfeelapitchthoughsomeweakeconomieslike
MalawiandMozambiquetheirlabourcontinuedtoflowintoSouthAfrica.There
wasreductionintherateofeconomicdevelopmentandthiscontributedto
dismantlingofapartheid.

10.TheCommonwealth stand rightfrom 1961 contributed to theliberation of
majorityblacksin

SouthAfrica.Thecommonwealthtooktwofragments;
 The increased numberofAfrican members in the Commonwealth after

decolonization increased debates against apartheid and the strong
condemnation ofSouth Africa's racistpolicies during the organisation's
meetings.

 Consequently,AfricanmemberstatesoftheCommonwealthinfluencedthe
expulsionof SouthAfricafrom organisationin1961aspartof
internationalisolationofapartheid

 TheorganisationcalledforinternationalsanctionsagainstracistSouthAfrica,
which weretoodisastroustoSouthAfrica'seconomy

11.Thecontributionofthefrontlinestates;frontlinestateswereacommitteeofOAU
membersfrontedtocoordinateandextendthenecessaryAfricanassistancein
defeating apartheid in South Africa.Theyincluded Uganda,Zambia,Congo,
Botswana,Tanzania,Angola,MozambiqueandlaterZimbabweandNamibia.
 ThefrontlinestatesprovidedmilitarybasestoANCandPACfightingagainst

racism.Theyalsoextendedmoral,financialandmilitarysupporttoANCand
PAC

 Tanzania,NamibiaandAngolawereusedasgoodpassagesforfoodsupplies
toANCbasesinNamibia.

 TheystatesallowedANC andPAC to coordinatethetrainingoffighters
againstapartheidwithintheirborders.

 Through frontline states,scholarships were extended to ANC fighters
enhance theirmilitary education;some were educated in Uganda and
Tanzania.

 Frontlinestatespressurized forthereleaseofThabo Mbekiand Nelson
Mandelawhostirredthestruggleagainstforeignruleaftertheirrelease.

 Frontline states served as modals ofAfrican independence when they
defeatedforeignrule.ThisinspiredANCandPACtostrugglehardagainst
apartheid.

 FredrickDe-clerkorganisedthereleaseofNelsonMandelaandorganisedthe
electionsunderpressurefrom frontlinestates

 AngolaasafrontierstatehostedCubantroopsthatwerefightingagainst
apartheidonANCside

 FrontlinestateslikeTanzaniaandMozambiqueimposedtradesanctionson
SouthAfricawhichweakenedapartheid.

 TheyprovidedforestsinwhichANCandPACestablishedguerillabasesfrom
wheretheychampionedthestruggle.

12.InfluenceoftheMacmillanspeechabouttheblowingwingofchange.Prime
MinisterMacmillanmadethespeechinthewhiteparliamentoftheCape,where
hewarnedwhiteleadersinAfricathatAfricanquestforfreedom wasirresistible
and advised them to preparefortransferofpoliticalleadership to majority



Africans.
13.Impactofthe1960SharpevilleincidentinwhichmanyAfricandemonstrators

againsttheunrealisticpasslawswereshootat,leavingtensofthem deadand
hundredsinjured.The brutalresponse ofapartheid governmentagainstthe
peacefulAfricandemonstratorscausedworldwidecondemnationagainstracism
inSouthAfrica

14.ImpactofSowetouprisingsontheliberationofSouthAfrica(1976-77);the
uprisingswereagainstthesegregationlawsofthewhiteinSouthAfrica.Manyof
theselawswereinstitutedbytheSouthAfricagovernmentundertheactof1953
nativeact.Thegroupareasactof1950.TheBantuhomelandscitizenshipact,the
unlawfulorganisationactof1960thatrestrictedtheactivitiesofpoliticalparties
likeANC,PACfrom organising;ThusAfricanchildrenorganisedaprotestagainst
this,theSowetopolicereactedharshlykillingwhere1976.Studentsandseveral
otherswondered.Thisweakenedapartheid.
 The1976SowetouprisingwasagainstthedeclarationofAfrikaansasthe

officiallanguageinschool.
 The uprising was a bitter experience that blessed the struggle for

independenceinSouthAfricae.g.theSouthAfricapolice;thisengineereda
seriesofriotsanddemonstrationsinwhichseveralothersAfricanswere
arrested and detained withouttrial.This attracted internationalpressure
againstapartheid.

 Theviolentsuppressionofarmlessdemonstrationsledtothechangein
policyfrom non¬violencealonetoviolencebyfar.

 ThesuppressionoftheuprisingattractedanalliancebetweenAfricansand
whitesi.e.thewhiteswhoopposedapartheidsupportedAfricanstoendit.

 Theuprisingledtotheriseofviolentstudentsorganisationsopposedto
apartheid.These included the South African Students Movements for
secondaryschoolstudents,whichdemandedforequalityinSouthAfricaand
anendtoracialpractices.

 AftertheSowetouprisingandtheconsequentialdeathsofAfricans,many
studentsfledtoAngola,Tanzania,Algeria,etc.,formilitarytraining.Onreturn
toSouthAfrica,theyfoughtagainstapartheid.

 Theuprisingsopeneduproom forcivilunrestamongsttheworkers;terrorist
activitiesbrokeoutinurbanareas.Thecolored,blacksandAsianscontinued
toorganisethemselvesagainsttheapartheidcausingendtoapartheid.

 AftertheSowetouprising,Africansbecameverybitter.Theyusedpangasand
speartoterrorizetouristsandkillmanyAfricanswhocollaboratedwith,the
whites.Thisweakenedthepolicyofapartheid.

 TheSowetouprisingincreasedtheactsofsabotageagainstapartheidthat
partlyweakenedit.ForexampleDutchplantationsweredestroyed;sensitive
economicestablishmentslikestandardofcharteredbankwerehitbymilitary
nationalistsprotestingagainstapartheidpolicy.

 TheSowetouprisingforcedtheinvestorswhohadinvestedheavilyinSouth
AfricatopressurizePretoriagovernmenttoabandonapartheid.

 Within USA,the Jimmycharterregime 1977 to 80 was forced byPan
AfricanisttostoptradingwithSouthAfrica.Diplomaticandmilitarysanctions
ensuredandtheyweakenedapartheid

 ThechurchinSouthAfricacondemned theSoweto uprising itcalled its
followerstocondemnapartheid.ArchBishopDesmondTututookthelead.

 OAUgreatlycondemnedtheSowetouprisingandcalleduponhermember
statestode-campaignapartheid.Theformationofliberationcommitteein
1977byOAUwasaresponsetoSowetouprisingpartly.



 TheOAUdidnotapprovetheSowetouprisinganditcalleduponthePretoria
governmenttodisbandapartheidforthwith.

 After,theSowetouprising,ANCandPAChidtheirdifferencesandissuedjoint
communities condemning the actand apartheid policy such weakened
apartheid.

 TheinternationalcommunityisolatedSouthAfricafrom thecommonwealth
andOlympicGamesduetoapartheid.Practicesliketheviolentsuppressionof
1976o1977peacefulSowetouprising.

15.TherisetopowerofFredrikdeKlerkin1989blessedSouthAfricanefforts
against-apartheid.De Klerk was a liberalwhite leaderwho immediately
apologizedtotheAfricansinSouthAfricaandtheworldatlargeforthe
atrocitiescommittedbythepreviousapartheidregimes.HereleasedNelson
Mandela from prison in February1990,lifted a ban on African political
organizationsaswellasgivingAfricansvotingrights.Heabolishedallthe
apartheidlawsandpreparedthefirstmultiracialelectionsinSouthAfricain
April1994,whichendedapartheidinSouthAfrica.

THECONGOCRISIS1960-1963(KATANGASECESSION)

Congogotherindependencefrom Belgium on30thJune1960withJosephKasavubu
asthe1stPresidentandPatriceLumumbathe1stPrimeMinster.Afewdayslateron
5thJuly1960theforcepubliquemutinied.
ThisencouragedMoiseTshombe,thegovernorofKatangafrom Congoandleaderof
CONAKATtodeclarethesecessionofKatangafrom Congoon11thJuly1960.The
KatangasecessionwasthereforeaseparationistattemptbytheKatangaprovincein
EasternCongoundertheleadershipofMoiseTshombeexpressingthedesireto
wanttoseparatefrom Congobetween1960&1963.

ROLEOFLUMUMBAPATRICEINTHEATTAINMENTOFINDEPENDENCE.
Hewasbornin1925intoasmalltribeofBatetelainKasaiprovincehegrewupina
catholicfamilyinKisanganiand havedeveloped aremarkablysharp mind and
curiouscharacteristic,heworkedasapostofficeclerkandlaterbecameasales
manageratabakeryinKisangani.Thereforehebecameapoliticalactivistandcritic
oftheBelgiangovernment.HeadoptedPanAfricansentimentsanddisagreedwith
otherAfricannationalistslikeKasavumbaandTshombeandbelievedinunfairsm as
thecauseofregionalnationalism.Lumumba’sdream wastoliberateCongo,setupa
strongcentralgovernment.

LUMUMBA’SROLE
 Heprovidedleadershipforthestruggleofindependence.InCongousinghis

charisma,organizationalability,he organized,mobilized the people and
criticizedtheBelgioncolonialpolicies.Healsomadethem awareofthe
oppressiveandexploitativenatureoftheBelgians,heblamedalltheproblems
ontheBelgians.

 LumumbaformedmovementNationalCongressin1958. Thispartlywas
formedinWorldWarIIasamedicalmovementforfightingforindependence
ofCongoBrazavillein1958inwhichLumumbahadalsoinspiredpolitical
movements.TheMNOattractedalargenumberofBangalospeakersofthe
equatorialprovincealsoformed,alliancewithotherminorpoliticalpartiesand
thereforeservedasanationalwidesupport’sinfluence.

 LumumbatookpartintheDecember1958.AllAfricansPeople’sCongress
(AAPC)inAccraGhanaonhisreturntoCongo.In1959headdressedarallyin
LeopaldVilleandappealedtothepeople’spatriotism andhismessagethat
independencewasnotagiftbutarightsparkedoffpopularuprisingthe



Leopaldville(Kinshasha).
 LumumbaalsoutilizedtheoratoryskillstocriticizeBelgiancolonialpoliciesin

Congo. His speeches which always targeted Belgian colonialpolicies
provokedmassivenoti.e.thiswastoputpressureuntoBelgiancolonialiststo
grantindependenceintheyearthatfollowedthenots.

 LumumbaattendedtheBrusselsWorldTradeshowin1958.Attheshowof
Congolesewereinvitedandgotexposedtothenationalisticideasandliberal
sentimentsofAfricansandotheroppressedraces.Theycametorealizethe
Belgiancolonialpoliciesweredesignedtostrengthenexploitationionhis
returnhome,hebecameradicalwiththeBelgians.

 Heparticipatedinvariouspoliticalnegotiationsthatledtothegrantingof
independencetoCongoin1960.HeevenlednegotiationsinBrusselswhile
beingdetainedinprisonswithBelgiansforthequestionofindependence.

 Lumumbatookpartinpre-independentelectionsandhisMNCmanagedto
winthepro-independenceelectionsof1960whilehispartywon33/30seats
againstotherpoliticalpartieslikeCONAKATandtheABACO.Hetherefore
becamePrimeMinisterofCongoon30THJune1960.

 LumumbaputonpressuretheBelgiansforconstitutionalchanges.Healso
addedtotheeconomicandsocialreforms. Heparticularlycriticizedthe
Belgiansexploitativepoliciesforexamplein1935,theeconomicconditionsin
Congowerebadowingtopovertyunderdevelopment,oppressionandfalling
pricesofcities.Discontentwasonthereespeciallyamongtheurbanelites,
educatednatives.Hethenmobilizedthediscontentedmassesagainstthe
Belgianstodemandfortheeconomicandindependentmeasures.

OTHERFACTORS
Theyincludethefollowing;

 There was remarkable change in Belgian attitude in 1957,theirattitude
changedandmadethem allow theCongolesetoelecttheirownleadersin
Leopaldville.SubsequentlyJosephKasavubuwaselectedmajorstoneofthe
communisttownslikeKisangani.

 TheroleofCatholicChurch.Itdefinedtheoppressedmassesandactedas
theirwatchdogduringtheperiod.In1956,thechurchopenlyadvocatedfor
politicalrightswhenitestablishedastudygroupthatissuedamanifestoand
proposedforindependence.Thespiritualinfluenceofthechurchkeptitfine
ofCongolese.

 TheroleplayedbyotherpoliticalpartiesforexampleCONAKATandABACO.
Thesepartieshasbeenformedfollowingtheconstitutionalgovernmentof
1957.Apartfrom MNCformedbytheAbakongoethnicgroupwasstartedby
JosephKasavabawhichstartedtodemandforimmediateindependence.
Laterin1959,maiseTsombeunitedtheKatangesetraitsinanotherpolitical
party,theCONAKAT.TheactivitiesofpoliticalpartiesdroveCongotoher
independenceon30thJune1960.

 TheroleofCharlesDeGaulle.InAugust1958CharlesDeGaullethePresident
of France visited Brazaville to proclaim autonomy within the French
commonlyforthefourcoloniesacquiredfederationoftheFrenchEquatorial
Africa.ThisprovokedunrestasitmeanttheFrenchsideofDRCwasonits
roadtoindependencepoliticalpartiesintheCongothenstartedtodemand
fortheirindependencefrom Belgium.Subsequentlystrikesanddisorders
brokeoutinJanuary19th.Thesestrikeswerelatersuppressedbuttheylaid
variousnegativeeffectsonBelgianpresenceandprestige.

 TheroleofotherCongolesenationalistsforexampleMoiseTshombeand
Kasavubu.



Qn:TowhatextentdidPatriceLumumbacontributetotheindependenceofCongo?

CAUSESOFTHEKATANGASECESSION.
 ThepersonalambitionsofMoiseTshombetheleaderofCONAKAT and

governorofKatangahadfailedtosecurehimselfaprominentpositioninthe
centralgovernmentinCongoattheeveofthecountry’sindependence.Thus
in the frustrated dreams which were occupied with qualities that
demonstrated the polish style of politicalman-over,Moise Tshombe
attemptedtoestablishthestateofKatanga.

 ThemilitaryMutinyoftheforcepubliqueon5thJune1960.Theforcepublique
mutinedinprotestoftheBelgianCommanderJanssensofwhohaddeclared
his position refusing to Africanize the force publique.This encouraged
KatangaunderMoiseIshambatobreakawaybecausetherewasnoforcethe
governmentcouldrelyontosuppresstherebellionbyKatanga.

 TheinfluenceofthePakistan secession from Indian in 1947.Thisalso
influencedtheemergenceofmicronationalism inCongoaswellashavinga
spillovereffectCongo.In1947theBritishgrantedPakistanindependenceby
separating herfrom India. This influenced Moise to declare Katanga
secessionon11thJuly1960.

 The Katanga secession was encouraged by the economic potentialof
Katangawhichgaverisetoafeelingofmicronationalism.Theprovinceof
Katanga was endored with greateconomic potentiallike minerals,gold,
copper,zinc,tinandAluminum.Katangaboastedahighqualityforestsfor
timberandhighfertilesoils.Thebulkofthiswealthwasinthehandsofwith
Belgians.ThereforeKatangathoughtshecouldstandonherownwithoutthe
helpofthearmy.

 WeaknessoftheUNOwheretheBelgiansinterferedwithterritorialintegrity
and sovereignty ofCongo by deploying troops in supportofKatanga.
LumumbareportedthisBelgianoppressiontotheUNSecurityCouncilwhich
tooknoaction.They(BritainandFrance)didnotwanttofrustrateBelgium
because she was a memberofNATO as Lumumba governmentwas
consideredaspro-sovietUnion.

 TheabruptprematureindependencegrantedtoCongobytheBelgianon30th

June1960whichcreatedaweakcentralgovernment.TheCongolesedidn’t
havetimetodevelopthekindofstrongpoliticalstructuresthathadattracted
Africansfrom NorthCentral,WestandEastAfricamakesimilartransitionsto
independencewithoutgreatdifficulty.Thecivilservicewasstillweakandthe
armystilldominatedbytheBelgians.Thiswasworsenedbytheindependence
constitution which created provinces thatwere semi-autonomous.The
absenceofadequatepreparationforindependenceweakenedthenew set
andencouragedbidsforsecessionism.

 TheaspectofBelgianconspiracy/thesupportoftheKatangasecessionthe
BelgianaddedfueltotheCongocrisisbygivingmoral,financialandmilitary
aidtotheKatangesesecessionist.

 TherumourofthesuccessfulsecessionofSouthKasai&kivufrom Congo
whentheserumorsspreadintotheKatangaRegionofCongo.Italsodeclared
theseparatestateofKatangafrom Congoleadingtotheiroutbreaksofthe
1960-63Katangasecession.

 TheinfluenceofthewhiteBelgiansettlersinKatanga.Thedirectlygave
assistancetoMoiseIshambeinthissecessionistattempt.Thiswasbecause
hadgrantedtheirmineralrightsandtheyhadsetupcompaniestomineand
exploitinthegeneralgovernmentunderKasavubuandLumumbatherefore
theygavesupporttotheKatangasecession



 TheBrusselsconstitutionwhichusheredCongointoindependencein1960
didn’tclearlyspelloutwhetherCongo wasamilitaryorfederalstate,it
thereforeleftsomeprovinceswithinKatangawhichweremainlyautonomous
amistakewhichTshambecapitalizedontoseparatethestateofKatangain
1960.

 ThemurderofPatriceLumumbaon17thJan1961AliAMazruiandMicheal
Tidywrotethat;“WhenLumumbawasmurderedtheCongowasredelivered
politicallyonwhentheUN intervenedthreeyearsearlier.Theconfusion
enabled Katanga to strengthen in South Kasaisecession”Lumumba’s
mysteriousdeathlefthiscountrychaoticdividedandmoreconfusedthan
everbeforewhichencouragedbidsforsecessionism.

 Theinfluenceofcoldwarpoliticsofthetime.Theinvolvementofsuper
powersintheaffairsofCongoweakenedthecentralgovernmenttotheextent
thatKasavubuthePresidentandLumumbathePrimeMinsterdidnotwork
togetherany more this encouraged Katanga secession and the Kasai
Centrifugalforces.

 ThebombingofportMatadibytheBelgians.
 ThecharacterandpersonalitydisadvantageofPatriceLumumbaarrogant,

uncompromisingconsideredhissubjectinferiorandtoldtheBelgians,“We
arenolongeryourmonkeys”.Inhisspeech.

 WeaknessofthecentralgovernmentinLeopaldVille(Kinshasa).Thepast
regimeledbyJosephKasavubuandPatriceLumumbaasPremierwasweak
and inefficientKasavubu was federalistand capitalist,Lumumba was a
socialistandbuiltinastrongcentralgovernment(unitarist),whenpeace
publiquemutiniedandtheKatangarebellionbrokeouttheduetookcourseof
action.Lumumbainsistedthattherebellionshouldbecrushedmilitarywhile
Kasavubawantedanationalconferencestoaddresstheissue.Subsequently
on5th December1960PresidentKasavubudeclaredPrimeMinisterPatrice
Lumumba dismissed in retaliation.Patrice Lumumba declared Kasuvuba
deposed.ThisconfusionwasexploitedbyMoiseTshombetoparadehisbid
forsecessionism.

 Regionalimbalance.

REASONSFORTHEFAILUREOFKATANGASECESSION
 TheroleplayedUNOtroopswhowereinvitedtoCongobyPatriceLumumba

whoinvadedKatangaregionfrom 1960-62endingthesecessionbothon
paperandongroundafterthedeathofPatriceLumumba.TheUNsecretary
GeneralDayHammonskjoldabandonedtheUN peacefulpolicyoverCongo
subsequentlyinDecember1962,theUNforcesonKatangabyJune1963,the
rebellious province had been defeated.Day Hammonskjold contributed
immensely to the preservation ofCongo and forthe contribution,the
sacrificedhisownlifewhenhediedonaplanecrushonanill-fatedvisitto
Congoduringthecrisis.

 ThedeathofPatriceLumumbaon17thJan1961whichhasbeenblamedon
Moise Tshombe lost nationaland internationalsupport. In spite of
Lumumba’sradicalandmaximizedideas,hewasarespectedCongolese
nationalistathome and abroad.His death atthe hands ofTshombe
disappointedthelattercapitalistaliesincludingBelgian,BritainandFrance.
TheycondemnedTshambeandcutoffdiplomatictieswithKatanga.

 ThepersonalityandcharacterofMoiseTshombe,discredictedhim plushis
secessionistideas.Thoughhehadtherightviewshelackedthepoliticalskills
neededtoachievehisaim.Hewasarrogantandautocraticinconduct.Ali.A
MazruiandMichealTidywrotethat;“WhatwaswrongwithTshombeandhis



politicalelites?ItisalliancewiththeBelgiansandotherelitesalienatedhim
from theCongolesewhodetestedneo-colonialism”

 Theideaofsecessionalsolackedwidespreadoflocalsupportfrom the
Katanga secession themselves and ratherdepended on Belgian money,
weaponandmen.Katangaitselfpeopleweredividedduetotribaldifferences.
Thoseinfavourofunitarygovernmentpresentedtheideaofseparationfrom
thereisofthecountrybesidescitiesinKatangausedtheirinfluenceto
decampaignthesecessionistattempttheyevenmobilizedandsensitizedthe
publicagainstIshambeforexampleAntoineGizenga.

 TheflightofMoiseIshambetoexileinUSAin1963madeKatangalosea
politicalleader.ThismadetheKatangesewhowereunabletofighttheir
enemytofrustratethesecessionfurther.Tshombewasinvitedbackfrom his
imposedexileandnamedPrimeMinsterintheKasavubuGovernmentin1964
andKatangawasreinstatedaspartofCongo.

 TherefusalOAUtorecognizetheKatangasecessionalsoledtothefailure.
TheOAU instead supported thecentralgovernmentand condemned the
secessionasdisrespectoftheOAUmemberstatesanddenouncedIshmbe’s
self-styledgovernmentinKatanga.ThefactthatKatangadidn’treceiveOAU’s
blessingledtoitsfailurein1965.

 TheassistancebytheCentralgovernmentofCongoreceivedfrom theSoviet
Union.Itgavethecentralgovernmentlargeamountsofammunitions.These
together with Lorries and other supplies strengthened the Congolese
nationalistarmy.BytheendofAugust1962,Kasaiwasoccupiedwhichleft
KatangaisolatedandonlywaitingforthedefeatwhichcameinJanuary1963.

 TheroleplayedbytheCatholicChurchinCongo.Itaddeditsvoiceinthe
condemnationofTshombe.Itreferredtohim asmurderwhohadconverted
Katangaintoadeathyard.Thiswasbecauseheeitherfailedorkilledhis
enemiesthevictimswentaheadtocurseTshombeandgenerationafterhim
tohell.ThefactthattheCatholicChurchhadalotofinfluenceintheCongo
hisvoiceworkedagainsttheKatangesesecessionistattempt.

 TheroleoftheAfro-AsianArabconferenceof1963.Theconferencewas
convenedpartlytosolvetheconflictsandamongstrevolutionswasthatof
totaldenunciationoftheKatangasecession.Bysodoingitdemandedforthe
preservationoftheCongo asasovereignand United States.Thismore
frustratedthemicronationalism oftheKatangese.

 TherewaslackofdearpoliticalprogrammesbyKatangaTshgovernmentin
Katanga.Tshombe’sgovernmentinKatangadidn’tpreserveclearpolitical
programme forthe bettermentofthe people ofKatanga.Instead,his
secessionistattemptsbaseditselfonothernarrow interestslikereligionism
and tribalism.Besides Tshombe didn’tdo anything to improve on the
governmentthathadbeenpracticalbytheBelgiansinKatanga.Tshombe’s
ambitionwasrathertosecurehimselfaprominentpositioninthecentral
governmentandnotliberatethepeopleofKatanga.

 TheCongolesegovernmentalsogotmilitaryassistancefrom SouthAfricain
spiteoftheabsenceofanegligibledomesticmilitaryforce.Lumumbathe
primeMinisterappealedtotheinternationalcommunityforassistance.South
Africa’sapartheidregimerespondedtohisappealbysendingmilitarytothe
CentralgovernmentwhichfurtherstrengthenedtheCongolesenationarmy
againstthesecession.

 ReorganizationoftheCongolesenationalarmy(ANC)thishelpedtopreserve
the military balance ofpowerin favourofthe centralgovernment.By
government,the ANC had reconstructed itself.Itwas betterequipped
Africanizedintoleadership.ItwasplacedundertheleadershipofCol.Joseph



Mobutuwhoservedasthearmychiefofstaff.Thearmywasexpanded,
equippedandstrengthenedandgotassistancefrom UNO.Thisstrongman
powerandequipmentenablethearmytocapturelargepieceoflanddestined
forKatanga.

 ThewithdrawalofBelgiansupportfrom Katangamadetheirdefeatinevitable.
Italso helped to confirm the military weakness ofKatanga gradually
unpopulartotheKatangeseintherebelliousprovinces.

 ThedefeatofKatangaunderMoiseTshombewasthereforeinevitablebyApril
1964.Thecentralgovernmentwasableto undertakenew constitutional
measures.Itdivided the tribalregions into twentyone provinces which
watereddowntheethnicnationalism inCongo.Tsombeheldsecrettalkswith
KasavubuandKatangawasreconciledwiththerestofCongo.

Guidingquestion
1.AccountforthefailureofKatangasecessionof1963.
2.TowhatextentwasMoiseTsomberesponsiblefortheoutbreakofKatanga

secession?

EFFECTSOFTHEKATANGASECESSION.
 ItencouragedothersecessionistmovementinAfrica.
 ItweakenedCongoleseCentralgovernmentinKinshashabycausingconflict

betweenPresidentKasavubuandPrimeMinsterLumumba.
 ItcausedtheinvitationoftheUNOtroopsintoCongobyPatriceLumumbato

helpintheprocessofsilencingtheprocessofKatangasecession.
 ItledtodeathofUNsecretaryGeneral.
 ItdividedtheAfricanstateforexampleO.A.Umembersi.e.thosesupporting

Katangaandthosesupportingcentralgovernmenti.e.Ghana,Mali,Guniea
supportedtheCentralgovernment.

 WorsenedtherefugeecrisisinneighboringcountriesasmanyCongolesefled
toUganda,CongoBrazzaville.

 ItmilitarizedthepoliticsofCongotherebypavingwayformilitaryrulein
CongowhenCol.Mobutucapturedpowerthroughacoupin1964.

 Increaseineconomicdestructiononsociallifei.e.properlylikeinfrastructure
wasdestroyed.

 Promotedneo-colonialism inCongoandworsenedcoldwarconflictsince
Lumumbasoughtforexternalsupportfrom SouthAfrica.

 ExposedthedoublestandardsofUNOsinceitfailedtoadequatelystopthe
Congocrisis.

 ItmadeTshombetoachievehisselfishambitionofbecomingapolitical
leaderintheKinshashagovernmentofKasavubuwhenhewasappointed
PrimeMinsterin1964.

 Itledtolossoflivesofbothcaustiansandcansertantsespeciallyinthe
provinceofKatangawhichintheview oftheCatholicChurch,hadbeen
referredtoasadeathguard

THEBIAFRANSECESSION(1967-1970)
THEBifransecessionwasmastermindedbyLt.Col.OdumwenguChukuMeka
Ojukwu.ItrepresentedaseparationistattemptbyBiafraregioninEasternNigeria
wantingtobreakawayfrom Nigeriabetween1967and1970.On30th May1967,
OjukwusolemnlyproclaimedtheRepublicofBiafara“subsequently”on6thJuly1967,
theBiafranwarbeganwhenafederalmilitaryoffensivewaslaunchedonBiafaraby
PresidentYakubuGowon. TheIboofEasternRegionhaddecidedtosetupa



separatestateofBiafarawhichlasteduptoJanuary1970whenthesecessionists
weredefeated.

CAUSESOFTHESECESSIONWAR.
 TheBritish colonialpolicyofdivideand rulepolicyin Nigeria. TheBritish

underminedtheunityofthecountrythroughtheirdivideandrulemethodof
administrationuntilthe1940’stheBritishseparatedtheNorthfrom thesouth.
TheylookedattheirsubjectasHausa,Fulani,Yuruba,Ibo,amongotherandnot
asNigeria,besidestheBritishconcentratedonChristiansinandwesternisingthe
SouthmakingitdifficultfortheNorthernMuslimstoco-existwithSouthern
Christians.

 TheroleplayedbythereligiousdifferencesinNigeriaalsocausedtheBiafran
secession.TheHausaFulaniinthenorthwerepredominantlyMuslimsandhada
strongadherencetoIslam andtheSharialawssincethe19Jihadbays(era).On
contrary,theSouthernliketheIboandtheYorubawerepredominantlyChristians
byfaith.Thismeantthattherewasaseriousreligiousdivisioninthecountrythus
NorthernMuslimsandSouthernChristiansweregrosslyincompatibleandthis
partlyinfluencedthepredominantlyChristianIbointheEasttowanttobreak
awayfrom Nigeriabetween1967and1970.

 TheeconomicpotentialofBiafrainEasternNigeriaalsoledtothesecession
spiritamong the Biafrans.The region was quite endowed with abundant
economicpotentialforinstanceitwasproximatedtothecoastwhichhadfertile
soil,abundantfoodstuffandproductionofpalm oil.Mostimportantwasthe
discoveringofpetroleum andoildepositinBiafrawhichevenattractedforeign
companies.Thusthedesiretowanttomonopolizesuchnaturalandeconomic
endourmentfortheirownexclusivematerialprosperitycompelledthem into
secessionistwarfrom 1967to1970.

 Thedomination oftheNigerian politicsbytheNorthernersalso led to the
secession.Inthefederalparliamentforinstance,thenorthoccupiedmorethan
halfoftheseat.PositioninthegovernmentalsofavouredtheNorth.Thusthe
unabledIbotriedtooccupyaconsiderableportionofthecivilservice,theywere
notcomfortablewiththeexclusivepowerandprivilegesgiventotheHausaand
Fulani.Manyofthem criticizedtheTafawaBelewagovernmentascorrupt.This
partlyexplainswhytheyorganizedacoupin1966tooverthrowTafawaBelewa.

 ThemassacreandharassmentoftheIbobyothertribesintheNorthandother
partsofthecountryespeciallyduringGowon’spresidency.Thisincreasedanger
amongtheIbointheSouthEasternofNigeria.ByearlySeptember1966,around
20,000Ibohadbeenexterminated.SuchgenocideagainsttheIbomasterminded
by the Gowana administration which was to later encourage bids for
secessionism bytheIbo.

 ThecharacterandpersonalityofOdumengwuOjukwaalso madetheBiafra
secessionistattemptinevitable.Hewasveryuncompromisingincharacterfor
instanceinMay1961,anationalreconciliationcommitteewhichincludedChief
ObuteriandAwolowoputbidattemptsdiscouragehim from thesecessions.
Gowonacceptedsomeofthecommittee’sproposalsbutOjukwurefusedto
accept.Besides,hewasnotpracticalinhisviewsforinstancehewanteda
federalgovernmenttoconsultwithregionalgovernmentsinallmattersofthe
state before anydecision could be made when Gowon failed to meethis
demands,hedeclaredtheBiafransecession.

 ThedeathofGeneralIronisafter6monthsofoffice.ItwasprotestedbytheIbo,
hence leading to the 1967-70.Biafran secession in Nigeria,the North had
controlledgovernmentfrom 1960-66buttheIboweregivenonly6monthsand



thegovernmentofNigeriawentbacktoLt.Col.GowonanotherNortherner.This
thenencouragedaspiritofsecessionism amongtheIbo.

 ExternalinfluencealsoaidedBiafranwarofsecession.Anumberofcountriesdid
involvethemselvesintheNigerianaffairs.Thistransumedthecrisisfrom badto
worseratherthanunifyingthesecessionistandthefederalgovernment,external
governmentinsteadworkedhardtoworsen.Thecentralgovernmentgotsupport
from USAandtheSovietUnionwhileOjukwugotsupportfrom China,France.

 ThefailureofGeneralArkrah’sinterventionthroughAbujaconferenceand1967.
In1967,GeneralAuthurthePresidentofGhanatriedtointerveneinabidabout
politicalharmonyinthetornNigeria.HetheninstitutedandsponsoredtheAbuja
conference.Theconferencewasattendedbythetopmilitaryofficialswhoshared
acommonhatredforcivilianrule.TheysolvedtogoverntheIbo.TheIbothen
reactedbycuttinglinksanddeclaringthesecessionleadingtoaprotectedwar
betweenthefederalgovernmentandBiafran.

REASONSFORTHEFAILUREOFTHEBIAFRANSECCESSIONBY1970.
DespiteBiafra’sattempttoseccedebetween,1970byJanuary1970,thefederal
forceswereabletodefeatOjukwaandhissupportersowingtothefollowingfactors.
 OppositiontotheBiafransecessionbysomeBiafrans.Thismeantthattheidea

ofsecessionbyBifranslackedwidespreadandlocalsupportwithintheBiafran
region.Theminoritygroupswerethere,althoughhavingsufferedfrom Northern
violenceandmisrulewerelesssupportiveabouttheconceptofBiafra.Someof
theIboevencooperatedwiththefederalfocusagainstBiafransandamongthem
included;Asika Ukpabia politicalscience lecturerand NandiAzikiwe who
opposedtheideaofsecession.

 ThedeclarationofafeudalblockadesonBiafrabyGowan’sfederalgovernment.
In orderto defeatthe Biafrans,Gowon’s governmentdecided to improve
economicsanctionsbycuttingoffBiafrafrom anycontactwithotherpartsof
Nigeriaandwiththeoutsideworld.Thisstepledtoacuteshortageofsuppliers
includingweaponsamongtheBiafrans.Foodshortagesbecamecommonand
deathsasaresultofmalnutritionbecameacommonsightamongtheBiafrans.
Graduallytheirresistancewasbrokenforcingthem tosurrenderbyJanuary1970.

 ThemassivesupportthatthefederalgovernmentofNigeriareceivedfrom Britain
andtheSovietUnion.ThismusthaveweakenedtheBiafransBritain,Nigeria’s
formercolonialmasterwantedtomaintainaconsiderableinfluenceinNigeria.

 OAU’srefusaltorecogniseBiafrainsteadtheOAUthrewitsweighttosupportthe
federalgovernmentofGowansincetheOAUstoodforunityandpanAfricanism,
itthereforedidn’tsupportBiafra,Subnashandthereforeengagedinanumberof
processesandeffortstodecampaigntheBiafransuccessionleadingtoitsfailure
by1970.

 TheheavymilitarybasessufferedbytheBiafransfrom 1968to1970alsoforced
thentosurrender.Asthewarprogressed,mostofthestrategictownsandcities
fellintothehandsofthefederalforces.TheseincludedtownslikeNsuka,Oweri,
Galabar,Enuga,UliairstripandlaterPortHarcourt.Theheavierblow wasthe
capturingoftheUliairstripwhichcutoffBiafrafrom itslinkswiththeoutside
worldmakingthedefeatofthesecessionpossibleby1970.

 Gowon’sdetermination to defeattheBiafra’ssecessionistsand to maintain
Nigeriaintoa12statestructurethensoughtfrom NasserofEgyptwhoprovided
him airforceplanesandwhichEgyptianpilotswereabletowreckhavocfrom the
Biafrans.TheyindiscriminatelysplashedbombsontheBiafransleadingthem to
surrender.

 TheabdicationofOjukwutoIvoryCoaston11thJan,1970.Thisleftthepeopleof
Biafrawithnoleaders.Theythereforelostasenseofdirectionastheybecame



demonalised then on 12th Jan,the Biafra force surrenderto the federal
governmentofNigeria.

 LackofpoliticalprogrammesbytheBiafraalsomadeitsdefeatinevitableby
1970.TheBiafrasecessionledbyOjukwulackedasubstantialplanormanifesto
thatcouldbeconvincingenoughtoearnitcredibilitywithinBiafraorfrom the
internationalcommunity.ItwasratheranaffairpeddledbyOjukwaatpersonal
gainsbutnotbenefitthepeople(Biafrans)hencethisledtothesurrenderofthe
Biafranthusleadingtothedefeat.

 ThemilitaryweaknessofBiafraalsoledtotheirdefeatby1970.Forinstanceby
theendofthewar,federalforcesnumberwas120,000ontheotherhand,Biafran
forceswerefewinnumber,asmanyoftheirexperiencedsoldiershasbeenkilled
inJuly1996coupwhileothersweretakenascaptivesandothers deserted.
Besides,theBiafransoldierswereilltreatedcomparedtofederalforces.

 TheresistancethatfederalgovernmentofNigeriagotfrom WorldWarIIveterans.
Theseweremenofenormousexperienceandtheirsupporttofederalarmy
helpedtoboostthegovernmentsideagainstthesecessionist.Incontrastthe
Biafranshadasmallarmy,trainedofficersmainlybeingkilledintheJuly1966
coup.ThisledtoBiafran’sdefeatby1970.

 TheeffectivemilitarystrategyemployedbytheGawonadministrationinNigeria.
ThisinvolvedplacingthecommandofNigerianfederalarmyunderexperience
likeGeneralOlesegunObasanjoandGeneralMustafaMild.Theywereableto
engulftheBiafransoutofsupplyroutesintheBiafraterritory.Theyalsousedthe
strategyofheavybombings.Throughthem BiafralostherstrongholdliketheNIP
airshipsandherothertownslikeOweri,NaikaandEnugu.

EFFECTSOFBIAFRANSECESSION.
NegativeEffects

 Thewarpromotedneo-colonilaism inNigeriaasforeignpowerlikeBritain,
FranceandtheSovietUnionandothercountriesbeganto influencethe
internalaffairsofNigeria.

 ThewaralsostrainedtheNigerianeconomybycausingeconomicdislocation
i.e.oilrevenues.

 Thewarcreated arefugeecrisisespeciallyinneighboring countrieslike
CameroonandIvoryCoastwhichpresentedabigburdentothehostcountries
totheOAU&UNHRC.

 Thewaralsoinfluencedtribalism inNigeriai.e.Iboversusothertribeslike
YorubaandHausa.

 ItledtothelossiflivesespeciallyamongtheBiafranbutalsoamongboth
civiliansandCombatantfighters

 TheBiafransweredefeatedandOjukwufledoutofthecountrytoIvoryCoast.
ThismadetheBiafranfighterstosurrenderon12thJan1970.

 Thewarcreated arefugeecrisisespeciallyinneighboring countrieslike
Cameroon etc which prevented a big burden to the hostcountries and
organizationslikeOAUandUNHRC.

PositiveEffects.
 OAUreconciledNigeriawithstatesthathadrecognisedBiafraforexample

IvoryCoast.
 Itledtothedrawingupofanew constitutionforNigeriawhichenhanced

social,politicalandeconomicprogress.
 ThewarreconciledthedefeatedBiafrans(Igbos)withtherestofNigeria.
 ItledtothepurificationoftheBiafranregionofNigeriai.e.Gawonprovided



relieflaidtotheBiafransincludingre-constructionofwarravagedareas.
 Itmade Biafran scientists to become innovative i.e.theymanufactured

mechines,transformedthecivilianaircraftintoafightinmachinesandmade
shiftreferinariesforfuelingvehiclesamongothers.

Referencequestion
ExaminethecausesandeffectsoftheBiafranwarofsecessionbetween1967and
1970.

THECIVLWARINCHAD(1965-1982).
Chad,aformerFrenchcolonywhoreceived/regainedherindependencein1960
underitsfirstPresidentFrancoisTombalbayeoftheprogresspartyofChad(PPC.)
Thecompositionofthispartywaspre-dominatelyofthenonMuslimsandpartially
ChristianizedSourthernSara. Inaboutadecadeafterindependence,arebellion
brokeoutinthedesertnorthernhalfofthecountryin1965andfulldevelopedintoa
fullscalewar,involvingthestruggleforpowerandcontrolofthecentralgovernment
betweentheSaraandToubou.ThemainrebelmovementwastheChadNational
LiberationFront(FROLINAT)

CAUSESOFTHECHADCIVILWAR.
 Mal-adminstrationbytheSouthernSaracivilServantsinthenorth.ThisSara

wereappointedbythepresidentTombalbayetoreplaceterritorialchiefsinthe
Northandtheybecameharsh,oppressiveandexploitativesomethingthat
wasresentedbytheTouboupeopleintheNorthwhodemandedforfair
treatment.FailurebyTambalbayeadministrationtolistentotheirdemands
provokedthem torebelhencesparkingoffthecivilwarinChad.

 ThedictatorshipofPresidentTombalbayealsoledtotheoutbreakofthe
Chadcivilwarforinstancein1962hebannedalloppositionparties.All
potentialrivalleadersandtheirfollowerswerebannedfrom theprogress
partyofChad.(PPC).Theundergroundpositionthatfollowedwascountedas
widespreadarrestsofsuspects.Itrebuildthemselvesin1963whenbrutality
was used to suppress anti-governmentrituals ofthe trade unions and
studentsinfrontline(Ujaamena). Suchreactionbythegovernmentwas
responded to anequaland theoppositereactionbytheTouboupeople
leadingtoacivilwar.

 Religiousdiscontentbynorthernersalsoworkedincausingthecivilwarin
Chad.ThegovernmentabledependedonChristianSarasoftheSouthruling
overtheNorthern who weremainlyMuslims. TheToubou peoplewere
persecuted fortheirfaith forexample theywere prohited from wearing
turbansandcarryingknives.Theyalsohatedthefactthattheywerebeing
ruledbyChristaininfidelsthussuchreligiousdissastifactionofTouboumade
them pickuparmsofTombalbayeregimeleadingtoacivilwarinChad.

 The civilwarwas also as a resultofunfairtaxation system putby
Tombalbayeregime.Hisfirstmistakewastoemployhisowntribesmenthe
Sarainthecivilservicewhoplacedterritorialchiefsintaxcollectioninthe
north.Hethenembarkedontheanextortiontaxpolicywhichprovokedriot
undertheirleaderOuddeiKedefemiwhosesonOuddeiGoukounitookup
armsagainsttheChadgovernmentleadingtocivilwar.

 TheTombalbaye’schaditudepolicy/culturalrevolutionsalsoworkedtofuel
thecivilwarinchadin1973,Tombalbayelaunchedaculturalrevolutionsinan
attemptto create nationalunity through re-traditionarization.Accordingly
Christiannameswerebannedandmanyplacenameschanged.Francois
TombalbayebecameNgartaTombalbaye,fortLamybecameNdjamena.The



Christian and intellectualeliteincluding thedominantSara opposed this
mistake proposed by Tombalbaye. They hated the tradition ofTondo
initiationritewhichTombalbayehadmademistakes.Theyalsoresentedthe
religiouspersecutionthatfollowedasallthiswashappening;FROLINAT’s
positionwasstrengthenedbydivisionsinthesouthernleadershipcausedby
TombalbyepoliceofChaditudeleadingtoacivilwarinChad.

 FailurebyTambalbayeand GoukouniadministrationinChad to createa
nationalarmyalsoledacivilwarinChad. ThisleftChadwithverymany
privatearmieswithdividedloyalty.Therebyunderminingthepossibilityofthe
unitedfortagainsttheFROLINATrebelswhichinturnfuelledthecivilwarin
Chad.

 Tombalbayegovernmentalsopromotedregionalimbalance. Mostofthe
better social amenities like the good roads, hospitals, schools
accommodationwereallocatedinthesouthandnorthwasamongespecially
thenorthernToubouMuslimswhoaccusedtheToubouBaleyregimeofside
liningthem ineconomicdevelopmenthenceleadingtotheChadcivilwar.

 FrenchcolonylegacywasalsotoblameforthebreakofcivilwarinChad.
Frenchcolonialmastersdidn’tintegratethetribalandreligiousgroupsof
ChadinsteadtheFrenchfavoredtheChristiansSaraofthesouthincivil
serviceandusedthem todominateToubouMuslimsintheNorth. This
promotedhatredanddivisionofChadleadingtocivilof1965-1882.

 ThefailurebyGaukoun’sgovernmenttocreateanationalarmyalsofuelled
thecivilwarinChad.Goukounhadtriedbutfailedtocreateanationalarmy
outofthe private armies with 100,more factions thatcomprised his
governmentofnationalunity(UNT).Thisgamblehadfailedasfrom Jan2
June1982.Habie’sFAN troopsadvancedsteadilythroughthecentraland
Northerndistrictswithinthecountry. ThismeantthatChaddidn’thavea
patrioticarmyeversinceindependencethatcouldbeusedtopreventthe
outbreakofthecivilwarinthecountry.

 Externalforceswerealso presentincausing thecivilwar.Forinstance,
Habre’sFANforcesreceivedsuppliesfrom EgyptandSudanwhileGonkani’s
forcesreceivedaidfrom Libyatroopsandweaponry.Francealsogavethe
ChadleaderGaukaunifinancialaidandarmssuppliesinordertoalienatehim
from GadaffiofLibya.Earlieronin1968andagainin1969–1972.France
also assisted Tombalbage bya timelyintervation againstthe rebellious
FROLINAThencefuelingthecivilwarinChad.

 ThecoldwarpoliticswerealsotoblameforcausingthecivilwarinChad.
ThiswaspeddledbyU.S.A & U.S.S.R.ThesepowersturnedChadintoa
dumpinggroundfortheirweaponswhileatthesametimefuelingacivilwarin
thecentral.ForinstanceUSAgaveHisseneHabie’sFANforcesusedUSA’s
helicopterto fightGonkouniwhile Goukouno received Libyan and soviet
assistancelikethesovietrocketlaunchersandtheheavymotoplus200.T-
seriessovietTanks.ThisledtothecivilwarinChad

 Thefailureof1978ceasefireagreementinSebhainFeb1978,Malloum met
GadaffiinSebhainthepresenceofNiger,SeyniKountcheandtheVice
PresisdentofSudan forexampleagreed on theceasefire. Talkslater
continuedbetweentheChadgovernmentastheFROLINATadvanced

 TheweaknessoftheOAUcanalsobeblamedfortheoutbreakoftheChad
civilwar.AlthoughtheOAO peacekeepingforcenumbering300menhad
beenintegratedinNovandDecin1981mainlyfrom Nigeri,SenegalandZaire
commandedbyaNigerianmajorGeneralGeofreyEjgatheyfailedtohalf
Habie’sFANforcesadvancingthenorthernandcentraldistrictsofChad.Even
stepstakenbytheOAUmeetinginNairobiinFeb1982werenoteffective



enoughOAUmemberswerealsoconstrainedbyfinancesbesidestheyfailed
toagreeonwhatpeacekeepingmissionshouldbe.Asaresult,theforces
mandateremainedunclearandtheywithdrewleadingHabiersFANforcesin
toactionwhichresultedintothe7thJuneoverthrowofGoukouns.

 Tombalbage’sgovernmentpracticednepotism andfavourtism.
 Createdregionalimbalance
 TheexclusionofGoukounifrom thegovernmentofNationalunionalsofueled

acivilwarinChad.Afterbeingsavedfrom possiblecoupbyFrenchforces.
Malloum remainedpresidentbutappointedHisseneHabreasprimeministers
inAugust1978andanattemptwasmadetoappointministersfrom all
regions.Unfortunately,Gaukouniwasn’tgiven any position in the new
governmentoftheNationalUnion.Goukoniresumedfightingbylaunchingan
offensivewarinthenorthofChaduntilMarch1979whenanewgovernment
wasreachedinKaro,NigeriaunderUNOandmadeGoukounichairmanofthe
newcouncilofstate

 Tombalbagefailuretocreateanationalarmy.

EFFECTOFTHECIVILWARINCHAD
 ThecivilwarinChadexposedtheweaknessoftheOAUforinstance;theOAU

peacekeepingmissionsinChaddidnotknow itsrealmandatewas.Itwas
dividedbetweentwobackupGoukouni’sgovernmentagainsttherebelor
whethertokeepthetworivalforcesapart.Itspeacekeepingforceswerealso
few andinadequatelysupplied. OAUmembersalsofailedtoraiseenough
moneytoendtheChadcivilwarbecausetheoperationinChadwascostedat
87millionfoundinayearbutintwomonthsoftheforcesdeploymentinthe
Chadonly270,000poundshadbeenraisedsofaranditwasofadequate
financialsupportthatdictatedtheearlywithdrawaloftheNigerianforcesin
May1982.

 ThewaralsoworsenedtherefugeecrisisinAfrica.Asthewardraggedon,
survivalinChadbecametrickyanduncertain.Thisforcedmanypeopleoutof
the countryespeciallyto neighboring countrieslike Nigeria forinstance,
SultanOuddeiKedefenitookrefugeinLibyawhileGoukeunibecamechairman
ofthenewcouncilofthestateinMarch1979Malloum wastoremaininexile
inAlgeriawhenhewasoverthrownbyHabre’sFANforcesinJune1982.

 Thewaralsocausedlossoflivesandmassivedestructionofproperties.For
instance,duringtheanti-governmentriotsin1963-500peoplelosttheirlives
inanattemptbythegovernmenttoTombalbayetobrutalitysuppressthe
rioters.Bytheendofthewar,thenumberofthosethathaddiedwhether
soldiersorciviliansstoodevenhigherandpropertydestroyedwascolossal
(great).

 Thewarintroducedmilitarism intothepoliticsofChad.Thepolicyofthe
armysteeringthepoliticsofChadbroughtbacktheApril1975coupwhich
overthrew TombalbayeandhewasreplacedbytheMajorGeneralFelix
Mallaoum whowasinturnoverthrownbyGoukoumiOuddeiwhowasinturn
overthrownbyHessiniHabreonthe11thJune1982.

 ThecivilwarinChadalsoparalyzedtheeconomiclifethere. Asfighting
intensifiedeconomicactivitieslikeagricultureandindustrialproductionbroke
downplaceslikeBardai,Tibestiandothertownsbecamezonesofcrossfire
fighting. Intheprocess,propertywasdestroyedlikeroads,buildingsand
generaleconomiclifedisrupted.ThiscausedeconomicdeclineinChad.

 ThecivilwaralsoalienatedanddividedthepeopleofChad.ThemoretheSara
themselveswerealienatedbyTomboabaye’schaditudepolicyandreligious
persecutionTombalbayealsodividedtheNorthernersbyappointinganumber



ofMuslimstocabinetpositions.Thisworsenedtheinternaldivisionswithin
Chad.

 ThecivilwarinChadalsomanifestedandintensifiedthecoldwarconflicts
betweenUSA andthesovietunionUSSR.Thisrevealeditselfthroughthe
dumpingofweaponsandarmourfrom bothsidesforinstance,USA gave
Chimookhelicopters were broughtin Libya also flew in 5000 troops in
December1980withmultiplerocketlaunchesandheavymortarsand200T
from SovietUnion.

 ThewaralsoresultedintodivisionsamongAfricancountries.Thisdivision
wasbetweenthoseAfricancountrieswhichopposedit.Forinstance,Libya
supported FROLINAT and this worsened the relationship Libya and
Tombalbeye’sgovernment.Goukouni’sgovernmentalsohatedthepolicyof
supporttoHabreFAN bytheSudanandEgypt. OthercountriesinAfrica
however,remainedopposedtothecivilwarinChadforinstanceKenya.

 ThecivilwarinChadalsoledtothedisruptionofsociallifeinChadfor
instancefamilylifeandstabilitybecameincreasinglyuncertainasthenumber
ofmengoingforwarkeptonincreasing.Thisgavebirthtowomenheaded
familiesassomemengotkilledduringthewar,orphansandwidowsbecame
commoninChadhencedisorganizingthewholesocialfabricthere.

 Positively,thecivilwarinChadledtotheformationofagovernmentof
NationalUnion in 1979 with Malloum aspresidentand Habie asPrime
Ministerandattemptsweremadetoappointministersfrom allregionsof
Chad.

ReferenceQuestion
1.TowhatextentwasFrancoi’sTombalbayeresponsiblefortheoutbreakof

thecivilwarsinChad


