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LAW ANDORDER

WHATISLAW?

Lawcanbedefinedasthesetofrulesandregulationsputtogethertoguideaparticular

society.

It’sarulebackedbythepoweroftheauthorities,whichgovernthebahaviourofthe

societyinquestion.

Lawisadocumentedcodeofregulationsandconductexpectedofacitizenand

acceptedbysociety.Itismeanttokeeppeace,orderandstabilityinsociety.

Asocietyhastoputdownwhatitbelievestobetheguidelinesofwhatmustbedoneand

whatmightnotbedone.

Alawcomesintobeingandalsocomesintoforcewhenitispromulgatedorismade

knowntothoseitbinds.Itmustbepublishedinsuchamannerthatitcanbeknown

readily,thougheachsubjectneednotbegivenpersonalnotice.

AgoodexampleoflawisthecurrentconstitutionoftheRepublicofUgandawhichwas

adoptedandenactedthroughtheconstituentAssemblyonthe22nddayofSeptember

1995.Howeveritwasnotuntilthe8thdayofOctober1995thatitwaspromulgatedtothe

entirepeoplewhom itbinds.

IntheOldTestament,theIsraelitesweregivenover600lawsatMountSinaiwhichwere

bothcivilanddivine(i.e.comingdirectlyfrom God).

EvenwithinthetencommandmentsofGod,therearelawswhicharemeanttostreamline

man’srelationshipwithGodandalsoman’srelationshipwithfellowman.

Infact,thefirstfourcommandmentsdescribewhatoughttobeman’srelationshipwith

God,andthelastsixcommandmentsdescribewhatoughttobeman’srelationshipwith

fellowman.
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IntheNewTestamentJesussummarizedallthelawsintotwobasiconesnamely;

(i) LoveGodyourLordwithallyourheart,mindandsoul.

(ii) Loveyourneighbourasyouloveyourself.

TYPESOFLAWS

Civillaws:Thesearelawsdealingwiththeaffairsofprivatecitizens(butnotwithcrime)

inagivencountry.

CustomaryLaws:Thesearelawssetbyagivencultureforexamplecustomarylaws

concerninglandownership.

By-laws:Thesearelawsadoptedbyasmallcommunityforitsbenefit,forexamplelaws

adoptedbyL.C.Isuchaseverybodyabove18yearsshouldownapotatogarden.

SupremeLaws:Thesearelawsthatgovernagivencountry,forexamplethe1995

constitutionoftheRepublicofUganda.

EcclesiasticalLaws:ThesearereligiouslawsascanonlawamongtheChristiansor

ShariaLawfoundinIslamiccountries.

FUNCTIONSORIMPORTANCEORPURPOSEOFLAWS

Lawisasolutiontowarfare,fighting,personalgrievances,andunnecessaryconflictsof

revenge.Itisalegalmachineryforsettlingdisputes.

Lawoutlineswhatistobedonetoawrongdoersothatwheneverhecommitsacrime,

whatistobedonetohim isalreadyknown,withouthavingtodeliberateonit

unnecessarily.

Lawispowerfulinstrumentofcommunicatingmoralstandardsespeciallywhenitdefines
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therightsandresponsibilities,regulationsandconduct.Itbacksthem withthreatsand

punishments.

Indealingwithhumanrelationsandinteractionslawupholdstherightsanddutiesof

citizens.Thereisariskthatsomeonewillnotactaccordingtowhatisexpected,sosome

expectationsarerecognizedbylawandtheyform thebasisoftherightsandduties.

SomeoftheseareincludedinourconstitutionsbothNationalandInternational.

Thelawfacilitatesco-operativeaction.Itpromotesjointeffortsbyregulatingpeople’s

conduct.Businesstransactionsthroughthelawofcontractaresafeguarded.

Itreinforcesmutualco-operationandestablishesanopportunitytoform partnerships

andco-operatives.

Lawconferslegitimacyinthestrugglepower.Itprovideswaysandmeansoflegitimate

successionbyoutliningwhohastherighttoexercisewhatkindofpowerandforhow

long.Forexample,the1995constitutionofUgandastipulatesthatapresidentshallrule

foraterm offiveyearseachandinonlytwosuccessiveterms.

Thelawgivesthepolicerightstoarrestwrongdoers.Ithelpstoeliminatewrongdoingin

societyandencouragesgoodmoralbehaviors.Besides,thelawgivesDirectorstheright

tohireandfiretheiremployees.

Lawprotectsagreements.Inthemodernworldthereissomuchsocialmobilitythatone

cannotdependonfriendshiporkinshipties.Thereismuchinteractionbetweenstrangers

sothattheyneedtobeprotectedfortheirinterests,hencethelawofcontract.

Lawperformsaneducativefunctionofsensitizingthecitizens.Thisisdonethrough

threatsandpunishments.Thismeansthateveryactofpunishmentisanactof

educationandreform.Indoingthispeoplewillcometoknowwhatthesocietylikesand

whatithates.
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Inconclusion,thebasicfunctionorpurposeoflawistoprotectthesocietyby

maintainingorder,peacestabilityandharmonyinsociety.Itregulateshumanbehaviour

byprovidingrulesandpenalcodesforbreakingthelaw.

CAUSESOFVIOLATIONOFLAWS:

Politicalinstabilityinthecountry.Theremaybepoliticalunrestinsomepartsofagiven

countrywhichmakeslawimplementationnexttoimpossible.Forexample,inthe

northernpartofUgandamanyinnocentpeoplehavelosttheirlivesbecauseoftheLord’s

ResistanceArmyrebelactivitiesbyJosephKonysince1986.

Illiteracyandignoranceofthelawbythemasses.Thiscomesaboutduetolackofcivic

educationintheruralareas.Oneanonymouswriterhadthistosay;”Shewhoknowsnot,

andknowsnot,thatsheknowsnot,isafool,peopleshouldshunher.”

Permissiveness-Theincreasingcasesofpermissivenesswherebypeoplearegiventoo

muchlibertytodowhattheywantregardlessoftheireffectsonotherpeopleisalsoa

seriouscauseoftheviolationoflaws.Thisistruebecausepermissivepeopledousually

rebelagainsttheestablishedorderandauthority.

Themilitarizationofpoliticsandthecivilservice.Thereisinfluencepeddlingand

intimidationbythearmyinsomecountries.Itisallegedthat,the2006presidential

campaignsinUganda,weretoomuchmilitarizedtotheextentofremandingpresidential

mainchallengerCol.Dr.KiizaBesigyeinLuziraprisononchargesoftreasonandsexual

assault.

Unemploymentduetoretrenchmentanddemobilization.Thewidespreadsocialproblems

ofunemployment,retrenchmentofemployees,demobilizationofsoldiers,forcesthem to

earnalivingthroughunlawfulways.TheNRM governmentcamewithapolicyof

privatizationwhichledtomanycivilservantsbeingretrenchedsince1986.
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Greedforpower.Thedesirebysomegovernmentleaderstoremaininpowerforalong

periodoftimeleadingtotheviolationofsomearticlesoftheconstitution.Itisalleged

thatPresidentMoammarGaddafiofLibyahadtoomuchgreedforpowersincehehad

ruledthecountrywithaone-partysystem from 1969to2011.

Corruptionamongthelawimplementorsespeciallytheexecutiveandthejudiciarycan

alsoleadtotheviolationofthelaws.In1998,thePresidentofUgandawasforcedto

instituteacommissionofinquiryintocorruptioninthepoliceforcewhichwasheadedby

JusticeJuliaSsebutinde,andseveralpoliceofficersweredismissed.

Misuseofdrugsandalcohol,whichaffectsthesenseofreasoningpavingwaytothe

violationoflaws.Thebookofproverbsteachesthat,“Wineisreckless,astrongdrink,

quarrelsome;unwiseishewhom itseduces(Prov.20:1).

Theincreasinggapbetweentherichandthepoorcreatingenvytothosewhoarewelloff

andleadingtoharmingthem.AcaseinpointinUgandawasduringthe1979liberation

warbyUNLFwhenthepoorTanzaniansoldiersenviedtherichUgandansandstarted

lootingtheirradiosandwatchessometimesharmingthem.

Peergroupinfluencealsoleadstocommittingcrimes.Forinstance,somepeople

becomeaddictstodrugs,engageinpre-maritalsex,gangrapingetc…………………duetothe

natureofthepeergroup.

IncurablediseaseslikeAIDShaveledtocrimeslikerape,defilementandprostitution,

sincesomepeopledonotwanttodiealone.Besidesotherswanttoeatforthelasttime,

whileothersdefilewiththedisguisethattheyoungonesareAIDSfree.

Environmentaldeterminism Somepeoplelivinginslum areascommitcrimeslike

prostitution,drugconsumptionetc.….becauseofthenatureoftheenvironmentinwhich

theyareandwhichishostile.Tothem suchcrimesseem tobenormal.
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Lackofreligiouscommitmentcoupledwithbadexamplesfrom thereligiousandpolitical

leadersasfarasobservanceofthelawisconcerned.

Theculturalbeliefssuchastakingwomentobeinferiorandexpectedtoaccept

everythingthatthemansaysleadingtodomesticviolence.

THERELATIONSHIPBETWEENLAW ANDMORALITY

Thelawsofthestatereflectthestandardsofmoralityofthesociety.Thismeansthatthe

lawsenforcemoralityofthesocietybyimposingsanctionsandthreatstothosewhotry

tobreachmorality.

Relativestandardsofsociety–TheStandardsofthesocietyarerelativeandtherefore

liabletochange.Thismeanslawschangewheneverthestandardsofthesocietychange

withtime.Forexample,thelawswhichgovernedthetraditionalAfricanSocietyarenot

thesameasthosegoverningthecurrentmodernsociety.

Inacountrywherethereisahomogeneousgroupofpeople(i.e.withthesamecultures,

traditionsandbeliefs),forexampleFrance,lawscanbeusedtoreinforcethecountry’s

moralstandardsbecausetheyareuniform.

Butincountrieswhichareheterogeneous(i.e.withdiverseculturaltraditionsandbeliefs),

forexampleUganda,statelawscannotbeusedtoreinforcemoralitybecauseofthe

differentculturalvalues.

Anothergoodexampleofahomogeneouscountrybutfrom thereligiouspointofviewis

SaudiArabiawhichisruledbytheSharialawofIslam whichisthecommonreligionofall

itspeople.Inthiscountry,themoralstandardsofthepeoplearehigh.

Inmanysocieties,lawsdevelopfrom morals.Somemoralsareselectedtobeimperative

foranyonetofollow;andsuchmoralsarebackedupbythreatsandsanctions,andthisis

whentheybecomelaws.
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Theabovepointimpliesthatlawscontrolpeople’smorality;peopleareoftenforcedto

behaveinadecentwaybecauseoffeartobreakthelawsandgetpunished.

Boththelawandmoralityhavethemainobjectiveofpromotingorder,stability,and

harmonywithinthehumansociety.

Wherethereisahighdegreeofmoralityespeciallywheretherearestrongreligious

attachments,theprocessofusinglawandmakingpeopletofollowitwillbeeasye.g.in

SaudiArabia.

Insomeareaswheretherearestrictlaws,peopletendtobeorderlyonlyaslongaswhen

thepunishingagentispresentWherethepunishingagentisabsent,peoplemaydecideto

misbehave.Thisisverycommonwithourchildrenathomeandevenschoolchildren.

Wherethestandardofmoralityisverylowe.g.inU.S.A,theprocessofenforcingthelaw

willbetightandhard.Therewillbeverymanycrimesasthelawwillfrequentlybebroken.

However,itisnotenoughtoputtherelaws,thisshouldbeaccompaniedbyaneffortto

educatethecitizensabouttheneedfororder,stability,anddisciplineinsociety.When

thisisdone,mostpeoplewilljustdecidetobeorderlywithoutbeingforcedtodoso.

InDeuteronomy3:15,weread,Ihavesetbeforeyouthisdaythedifferencebetweengood

andevil,andbetweenlifeanddeath.

Manwasgivenfreedom byGodtomakemoralchoices.Todayyoucannottalkofmorals

whenthereisnogoodandevil.Theindividualmustbecapableofdifferentiatingbetween

goodandevil.

Todaythereisalsoaclashbetweenreligiouslawsandstatelaws.whataChristianmay

understandtobesinfrom theteachingoftheBible,maybedeclaredlegalunderthelaws

ofthestate.Forexample,abortioninBritainandU.S.Ahasbeenlegalizedandeven
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prostitutesaregivenoperatinglicenses.

LAW INTHEAFRICANTRADITIONALSOCIETY

UnliketodayandintheOldTestamenttimes,lawintheAfricanTraditionSocietywasnot

documentedonpaperorwrittenanywhere,butitwasinscribedonpeople’shearts.

Thiswasdoneinform oftaboosandsanctions.TheseweretheDo’sandtheDon’ts

whichwerethecustodiansofnotonlyorderandregulations,butalsomorality.

TherewasnocleardemarcationbetweenlawandmoralityintheTraditionalAfrican

Society.Thetwowenthandinhand.Violatingthelawwasalmostpunishedinthesame

wayasviolatingmorality.

Thesocietyatlargewasthepolicemanoftheworldasfarasthelawandmoralitywere

concerned.

Parentswerealsoanimportantinstrumentofnotonlykeepingorderandmoralityamong

theyouth,butalsoofimpartingtherequiredvalvestothenewgeneration.

Incentralizedandkingdom areas,therewerecourtsinthecapitalofthekingdomsforthe

administrationofthelawespeciallyforcapitaloffences.Thevillageclanmeetingswere

alsousedtoadministerpunishmentsandsettlingofdisputes.

Thereexisteddelegationofpower.Althoughagivecommunityhadakingwhowasthe

absoluteruler,powerwasnotconcentratedinthehandsofoneperson.

Thekingforexampledelegatedsomeofhispowerstothechiefs,sub-chiefs,advisors,

andguardianswhohelpedhim carryouthisorders.

Evenchiefsatvariouslevelshadcourtsoflaw.Indecentralizedkingdoms,therewasa

councilofeldersfortheadministrationoflawandorder.
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Thiscouncilofeldersplayedtheadvisoryroletotheking.Thecouncilofeldersand

chiefsdiscussedtheissue(s)andreachedacommonagreement.Afterthis,theking

wouldmakeasingledecisionandeveryonewouldfollowwithoutanyfurtherquestioning.

TheauthorityofthekingsandrulesintheAfricanTraditionalsocietywasbelievetobe

divinei.e.bestoweduponthem byGod.

Thetraditionalleaderssawtheirrolelikethatofafatherwhohasthedutyofseeingtoit

thatthechildrenarewellnurtured.Theleaderspromisedtoprotectthecommunityon

conditionthatthesubjectsremainedloyaltothem throughobedienceandrespect.

Thepurposeofthecourtsoflawwasalsotomaintainandrestorepeaceamong

neighboursandvillagers.,Thefinaljudgmentasalreadyseenreflectedtheopinions

expressedfreelybytheelders.

THEADMINISTRATIONOFJUSTICEINTHEAFRICANTRADITIONALSOCIETY

Justiceisavirtuewhichleadsapersontogiveanotherpersonwhatisduetohim orher.

Oritmeansbeingrightorfairandreasonableinthewaywedealwithothersandinthe

wayweconductourselves.

IntheAfricanTraditionalSocietylocalcourtsweresetupinthevillagestoadminister

justice.Thesepassedjudgementonwrongdoerswhohadoffendedthesociety.

Allunjustactswerecondemnedinsociety;andallpeoplewhocommittedunjustacts

wereeithercounseledandencouragetoreconcile,orweretotallycondemnedinsociety.

JusticeinATSdidnotnecessarilyimplyequaltreatmentofallthepeople.However,the

communityensuredthatitmetthebasicneedsofitspeopleforhumansurvival.

Severepunishmentsweregiventothewrongdoers;butthesepunishmentsvariedfrom

onesocietytoanother.forexample,amongtheBakigaofsouthernUgandaifagirl
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becamepregnantbeforewedlock,shewasrolledbyherbrothersovertheclifftodrown

onKisiiziFallsinRukungiri.

InATS,peopleworkedtowardsthecreationofharmony,peace,andstabilityinthe

administrationofjustice.Thismeanscaseswerehandledwithaviewofreconciliation.

Domesticcasesofmisunderstandingsbetweenhusbandsandwivesorfamilymembers

werehandledbyfamilyeldersorclanheads.Itwastherulingoftheseeldersthat

determinedforexampleifawomanshouldbedivorcedornot.

Justicewasalsoentrustedtothelivingdead.ItwasbelievedinATSthatwhoever

disturbedthepeaceofothersande.g.forcefullytookupthepropertyoftheotherpeople,

thispersonwouldnotescapethewrathoftheancestorsinthespiritworldifhe/shehad

survivedthatoftheelders.

JusticeinthetraditionalAfricansettingwasadministeredbyintelligentmenwhowere

believedtobemenofwisdom.Indecidingonacase,theycriticallyexaminedthe

circumstancesleadingtothataction.

Africansobservedhumanrightsbyputtinginplacetaboosandsanctionsinorderto

maintainjustice.forexample,amongtheBatooroofWesternUganda,ifoneabusedan

elder,he/shewassupposedtobefloggedinpublicsoastodeterothersfrom doingthe

sameandalsotoinducetheoffender(s)toreform.

FineswerealsointroducedinordertosatisfythePsychologyoftheoffended.Amongthe

BanyankoleofSouth–westernUgandaIfapersonwascaughtstealingachicken,hewas

supposedtopay“empongamo”whichliterallymeansafine.

PoliticsandReligioninATScouldnotbeseparatedsincebothwereconcernedwith

maintainingjusticeinsociety.
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Incentralizedstates,rulerssuchaskingsandchiefswereregardedtobeclosertoGod

andthespiritworld,andthat’swhytheywereentrustedwiththeadministrationofjustice

intheinthesociety.

Thetraditionalleadersviewedtheirroleasthatofthefatherwhohadthedutyofseeing

toitthatthechildrenarewelllookedafter.Andinturnthechildrenhadtobeloyaland

obedienttotheelders.

TherewaspowersharinginATS.Althoughthecommunitymayhavehadaking,power

wasnotconcentratedinthehandsofoneperson.Thekingdelegatedsomeofhispowers

tothechiefs,sub-countychiefs,advisors,andguardianswhohelpedhim tocarryouthis

orders.

THECHRISTIANCONCEPTOFJUSTICE

Justicehassomethingtodowithmakingabalancebetweenclaimingforone’srightsand

fulfillingone’sdutiese.g.Employeeshavearighttodemandforajustwagewhilethe

employershaveanobligationtopayajustwage.

Thefoundationofjusticearetherightsofothers(commongood).Tobejustortoactina

justwayistoactinharmonywiththerightsofothers.Thismeansthatjusticeinvolves

thedutyofgivingandrespectingtherightsofothers.

Justicehassomethingtodowiththatwhichmakesamanaman.Thisistheessenceof

justicebecausejusticeisavirtueconcernedaboutlettingmanreachhisfulfillment.

JusticemeansloveofGodandloveoffellowmen.However,justicegoesbeyondlove,

therecannotbelovewithoutjustice,butjusticeispossiblewithoutlove.Jesustaught

aboutthegreatestcommandment:”LoveyourGodwithallyourheart,mindandsoul,and

loveyourneighbourasyouloveyourself(Mt22:37-39).

Justiceentailsobservanceofthesociallysetandacceptedlaws,andtheenactingofjust
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lawsonthepartofthoseinauthority.St.PaulforexampleadvisesChristianstoobey

stateauthorityandthelawsbecausenoauthorityexistswithoutGod’sPermission(Rom

13:1).Thisisknownaslegaljustice.

Inthestoriesofcreationbyimplication(Gen1-2),Godwantsustobepeoplelivingin

goodrelationshipwithhim,witheachother,andwiththerestofcreation.

JusticeofaseriousChristianisseenintheworldwideeffecttoliberatetheoppressed

throughoutthewholeworld.Thebookofexodusteachesusthat:“TheLordrescuedthe

Israelitesfrom Egyptandbroughtthem tothelandofCanaan(Ex.3:8).

AChristianshouldexercisejusticebycaringandextendingtheirmercytothe

underprivileged.ThebookofActsteachesusthat:InJoppa,awomannamedTabitha

(DorcusinGreek)spentmostofthetimedoinggoodandhelpingthepoor(AA9:36).

Justicewithoutcharityhasitsdangers;itmaybeemployedtovindicatemercilesslyone’s

rights,hencetheproverb:”Theexaggeratedjusticemayamounttoanexaggerated

injustice(summuniussummainiuria).TheGospelparableoftheunforgivingservantwho

himselfhadbeenforgivenbythekingisanexampleinthisregard(Mt18:23-35).

Justiceisalsoconcernedwithexchangeofgoodsandservicesaccordingtothestrict

equalityofvalues.Thisiswhatiscalledcommutativejustice,andsinceitisbasedon

contracts,itcanalsobecalledcontractualjustice.

Justiceisalsoconcernedwiththejustdistributionofhonorsandburdensinsociety

(distributivejustice),Inasfarasindividualsarenotequalintheirqualificationsand

resources,theburdensandhonorsmustbedistributedinproportiontotheirneeds,

capabilities,andmerits.
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Justiceandpeaceareinseparableaspectsoflivingaharmoniouslife.Inordertohavea

lastingandauthenticpeace,Ugandaforexamplemustupholdjusticeinallspheresoflife.

Justicealsoentailsfairnessorbeingfairtoothers.Aristotleoneofthegreat

philosophersdescribesfarnessas“Treatingequalsequally,andtreatingunequal’s

unequally,forinstance,itwouldbeunfairandthereforeunjusttocollectthesame

amountofPAYEfrom twopeoplewhosegrossincomeisnotthesame.

Justicedemandsreciprocity.Thismeansthatpeopleespeciallyatindividuallevelshould

give,onequalreturnforbenefitsreceived.Inotherwords,apersonshoulddotoothersin

thewaytheydotohim orher.

Justicealsodemandsthepunishmentofthosewhodonotobeythelawsofthelandor

thosewhodepriveotherstheirrights.Itdemandsthatoffendersarepunishedandthose

whoareoffendedarecompensated.Thisiscalledretributivejusticei.e.Moses’sslogan

of“aneyeforaneye,atoothforatooth”(Ex21:24).

Justicealsoshouldaim atgivingwhatwasdeprivedormissedinthepastinorderto

correcttheimbalanceorsufferingwhichwascausedbypastmistakes

(Remedial/compensatoryjustice).forexample,theBanyoroofwesternUgandaduring

theBritishColonialruleinthe1950’slostverymanyvaluableresourcesandwereeven

putonembargofor100yearsandsodeservecompensationbytheBritishgovernment.

CHRISTIANVIEWSABOUTRESPECTFORLAW ANDORDERS

Christianityrecognizestheinevitableexistenceofpoliticalstructuresandauthoritywhich

isallowedbeGodforthepreservationoforderinsociety.

AChristianinthereforeobligedtoobeyandrespectthelawofhis/hercountry.Thisis

truebecauseaChristianhasdualcitizenshipi.e.,he/sheisacitizenoftheearthandat
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thesametimeacitizenofheaven.

GodHimselfgavelawstohispeoplethroughMosestoberespected.Thecovenantthat

GodmadewiththechildrenofIsraelwasconditionalinthattheIsraeliteshadtoobeyand

respectthelaw(commandments)iftheyweretobechildrenofGod.

IntheoldTestament,itisclearthatakingisnotabovethelaw.Whenakingwasguiltyof

aninjusticeasitwasthecasewithDavidandBathshebaandUriah(2Sam 11),hewas

severelyrebukedbytheprophetsofGodandsubjectedtopunishment.

TheBiblecallsustoobserveandrespectstateauthoritiessinceallauthoritycomesform

God.IntheletterofSt.PaultotheRomanswereadthat,“Nostatethereforeexists

withoutGod’spermission,andsoaChristianshouldsubmittothestateandcivil

authoritiesbecauseallgovernmentscomefrom Godandcivilauthoritiesbecauseall

governmentscomefrom GodcivilauthoritiesareappointedbyGod(Rom.13:1).

JesusalsosubmittedtotheworldlyauthorityofPilatebutremindedPilatethathewould

havenopoweroverhim (Jesus)ifithadnotbeengiventohim from above(John9:11).

OneoftheChristianteachingswhichJesussaidonrespectforlawandcivilauthoritywas,

“GivebacktoCaesarwhatbelongstoCaesarandtoGodwhatbelongstoGod(Mk12:17),

andhesaidthisinrespecttopayingoftaxestcivilauthority.

Thestatehastherighttomaintainlawandorderandtoprotectthecommunityagainst

criminals.ThisisinlinewithPaul’spreachingwhenhesaid;“Thestateistheretoserve

Godforyourbenefits.(Rom 13:4)

Inhis1stlettertoTimothy,Paulurgedhisreaderstoprayforthosewhohavetoexercise

authorityinthepoliticalcommunitysothatwemayliveinpeaceasChristians(ITim 2:1-

2).
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St.PeterspeaksoftheChristiansroletowardscivilauthoritywhenhecategoricallystates.

“Haverespectforeveryoneandloveforourcommunity,fearGodandhonourtheemperor

(1pt2:17).

Peteralsogoesaheadtosaythat,ifChristiansupholdthelegitimateworkofthosein

authorityandwitnesstoGodbytheirgoodliving,therewillnotbefoolishandignorant

talksagainstGod’schurch(1Pt2:13ff).

BIBLICALTEACHINGABOUTLAW

Duetotheneedtoguidetherelationshipsbetweenmanandfellowman,Godenacted

lawsandprescribedpunishmentswhenHemadeacovenantwithNoah(Gen.9:4-6).

GodenactedlawstostrengthentherelationshipthatshouldexistbetweenHim andHis

people,thechildrenofIsrael(Deutr30:15-20).Failuretoobservetheselawswouldleadto

sufferinganddeath.

Humansufferingisasaresultofman’sdisobediencetoobserveGod’scommandments

(Gen3)althoughoriginallymanwascreatedforhappiness.

ThebookofExoduschapter20presentstheTencommandmentsaimedatprotectingthe

relationshipbetweenthepeopleofGodandtheirliberator(God).

TorestorehumanhealthandtogivelifefullmeaningGodinstitutedlawsagainstthe

Sabbathandtheseventhyear(Ex23:10-22).

Leviticus18presentslawsagainstseximmoralityandLeviticus20:10-22outlinesthe

penaltiestobeexpectedforinvolvinginsexuallyimmorality.
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Exodus21and22summarizesthelawsagainstmistreatmentofslaves,theuseof

violencetosolveproblemsandlawsaboutrepayment.

Exodus22:16-31presentslawsaimedatprotectingthedignityofyounggirlsandthe

dignityofmaningeneral.

IfaKing’sbehaviordidnoconform tothecovenantlaw,thiscouldbeareasonforthe

lossofthekingdom asitwasinthecasewithKingSaul(ISam 13:13-14).

InMathew22:36-40andMark12:28:34,Jesuspresentsthegreatestcommandment

whichsummarizesthewholelawofMosesandtheteachingoftheprophets.

St.PaulinRomans13:1-7teachesusthat,peoplemustobserveauthoritiesnotjust

becauseofGod’spunishmentsbutalsoasamatterofconscience;forinstance,they

mustpaytaxestothecivilauthorities.

TheauthorofRevelationwhowrotewhentheChristianswereexposedtopersecutions,

waswellawarethatthestateissubjectedtothejudgmentofGod,andthatfailureto

governinaccordancewithGod’swillresultsinthedestructionofthestate(Rev.17)

CRIMEANDPUNISHMENT

WHATISCRIME?

Acrimeisanyconductthatisprohibitedbylaw.Itisindeedanevilcommittedagainstthe

lawandorderofthesociety.

Inotherwords,acrimeisthebreakingoftheestablishedlawandorder;oritisthegoing

againstthenormsofthesociety.Agoodexampleofcrimeinoverspeedingbysome

drivers.
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Inacriminalcase,thestateisusuallytheprosecutorbecauseitisthecommunityasa

wholewhichsuffersasaresultofthelawbeingbroken.

CAUSESOFCRIME

Thereisnosingleuniversalfactorthatcanbepointedoutasthesolecauseofcrime.

Crimespringsfrom avarietyoffactorssomeofwhicharebiologicalotherspsychological

butnotwellknown.

Boththerichandthepoor,theilliteratesandtheeducated,thewhitesandtheblacksthe

maleandfemaletheCatholicsandtheprotestants,allcanbevictimsofcrime.Beloware

someofthecauses.

Lackofproperparentalcare.Someparentsareirresponsibleanddonotnaturetheir

childrenaccordingtothewillofGod.ThesonsofElipracticedtempleprostitution

becausetheirfatherhonoredthem morethanGodbylettingthem fattenthemselveson

thebestpartsofthesacrifices|(1Sam 2:29).

Duringabuse–MisuseofdrugslikeHeroine,cocaine,Mairungiandalcoholwhich

reducethesenseofreasoningcanleadtocrimeslikerape,defilementorvoyeurism.

WhenNoahdrankwineandbecamedrunk,hetookoffhisclothesandlaynakedinthe

tent;thenhischildrenHam,Shem andJaphethsawhisnakedness(Voyeurism)Gen.

9:22).

Permissivenessinsociety,whichiswatchingofpornographicmovies,drunkennessand

theuseofnarcoticdrugs.Forexample,themayorofCapetowninSouthAfricaWilliam

Bantonwasexpelledfrom hisNewNationalParty(NNP)in2009becauseofwatching

pornographicvideosinhisoffice.

Poorexamplesfrom religiousleaders.Somereligiousleadersgetinvolvedincrimessuch

asHomosexuality,defilementetc.whichsomepeopleusetojustifytheirinvolvedin
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similarcrimes.Forexample,BishopSsenyonjoofMasakawasexcommunicatedfrom his

Anglicanchurchbecausehewasatypicalhomosexual.

Corruptioninthecourtsoflaw.Thisistruebecausewhensomepeoplegetinvolvedin

crimes,theyarenotseriouslypunishedthusaggravatingtherateofcrimesinsociety.for

instance,Hon.Jim MuhweziwhowascensoredbyParliamentin1999for

misappropriatingUPEmoneywasnotpunishedandinsteadwasgivenanotherfatter

MinistryofHealthwherehealsoembezzledGlobalfundmoney.

Economicandsocialimbalancesbetweenindividualsorcountries,maycreateenvyto

thosewhoarewelloffandsometimesthisleadstoharmingthem forexampleinthe

1979liberationwarinUgandabytheUNLF,thepoorTanzanian,soldiersenviedthe

relativelyrichUgandansbythen,andstartedlookingtheirproperty(Radiosandwatches)

sometimesafterinjuringthem.

Politicalactivitieslikeriggingofelections,whichmaycreaterebelactivitiesandwhich

mayleadtheothercrimessuchasmurder,rapedefilementandstealing.Forexample,

PresidentMusevenibecomearebelandwenttothebushin1981becauseheclaimed

thatthe1980electionsinUgandaweremassivelyriggedbytheUPCpart

Affluence.Theaggravatinglygreatdesiretobecomerichwithinashorttimepossiblehas

causedtheescalatingrateofcorruption,stealing,sellingairandmisappropriationof

publicfunds.

Lackofasatisfactorywayofdealingwithcrimesbythestatemachineryhasalsocaused

casesofrevengeorevenmobjustice.Thisisapparentbecausethemassesnow

misconstruethepoliceasauselessinstitutioninfightingcrimesduetotherampart

corruptionintheforce.

Unstablefamilies/homeswherehusbandorwifeisfrustratedinmarriageorchildrenfeel

neglectedandthereforeunloved,mayleadtocrimes suchasadultery,prostitution,or

theft.
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IncurablediseaseslikeAidswhichhaveledtocrimeslikerapeanddefilement.Thisis

truebecausesomepeopledon’twanttodiealone.Besides,otherswanttoeatfor“the

lasttime”,whileothersdefilewiththedisguisethattheyoungonesareAidsfree.

Breakdownofthetraditionalorder.Youngpeoplehavelosttouchwiththetraditional

valuessuchasrespectfortheelders,observanceandprotectionofvirginity.Thisleadsto

crimessuchasfornicationandpre-maritalsex.

Othercausesthoughnotexplainedinclude,poverty,selfishness,poorworkingconditions,

homebackground,struggleforpower,massmedia,urbanization,delayedsalariesand

ignorance.Thelistisendless.

Howcrimecanbeovercome

ThechurchcanuseprayerstoGodandprayforthecriminalssothatGodcanremove

theirhardheartednessandputanewspiritinthem sothattheycanreform.Jesustaught

intheGospelthat,“Loveyourenemiesandprayforthosewhopersecuteyou“(Mt5:44).

Thechurchshouldsensitizethepublicespeciallythecriminalsaboutmoralresponsibility

andresponsibleliving.Jesusteachesushowtotreatabrotherorsisterwhosinsagainst

yougotohim andshowhim hisfaults,butdothisprivatelyjustbetweenyourselves(Mt

18:15).

Christiansshouldtrytobegoodcitizensandrolemodelstoothersoneanonymouswriter

gaveawarningtoChristianswhenhewrote:“Becarefulthewaysyoulivebecauseyou

mightbetheonlyBiblethatsomepeopleread”.

Christiansshouldalwaysbeonthealertandavoidsituationsthatmaytemptotherstodo

wronge.g.theyshouldalwaysleavetheirhousesclosed.St.Peteradvisesreadersalways
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tobealert,andbeonwatch,becausetheenemythedevilroamsaroundlikearoaringlion,

lookingforsomeonetoeat(1Pt.5:8).

AChristianshouldtakeitashis/herdutytoreportcriminalstotherightauthorities.This

istruebecausecombatingcrimerequiresajointeffort;itshouldinvolveeverybodyand

notmerelyleavingittothepolicealone.

Thechurchmustencourageforgivenessandreconciliationsoastoreducecrime

originatingfrom revenge.TheLord’sprayerteachesustoaskforforgivenessandto

forgiveothers.“Forgiveusthewrongswehavedone,asweforgive,thewrongsthat

othershavedonetouse(Mt6:12).

Thechurchshouldcondemnallpervasiveactivitieslikemurder,robbery,kidnapetc.so

thatthelawcantakeitscourse.St.PaulremindsTimothythatlawswereputtherefor

lawbreakersandcriminalslikemurderers,sexualpervertsandkidnappers(1Tim 1:9-10).

Thechurchshouldputupself–helpprojectsthatcanalleviatesocialconditionsthatlead

tocrime.CERUDEBwasstartedbythecatholicchurchinordertoenablethepoorpeople

accessloanswithminimalinterestandstartself–helpincomegeneratingprojects.

Thestateshouldputreformativecentersinplacetoguideandcounselcriminals.This

meansthatallourprisonsshouldhavetheofficeofthechaplainwhichisresponsiblefor

counselingtheprisoners.

Thechurchshouldencouragethegovernmenttopayitsworkersalivingwagei.e.awage

thatcanenablethem tosupportthemselvesandtheirrespectivefamilies.Jesusinhis

preachingtaughtthatworkersshouldbegiventheirrightfulpay(Lk.10:7).

Thechurchmustalsoorganizesomeactivitieswhichcanoccupytheyouthsoastoavoid

idlenesswhichisasourceofsin.Thewisemanteachesusthat,“Anidlemindisthe

devil’sworkshop”.
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Thechurchmustworkhandinhandwiththestateinreducingcrimes.Thechurchof

courseshouldadviseandcounselthestateonissueslikewar,punishment.

Thegovernmentonitspartshouldensureregionalbalanceinthedevelopmentofthe

country.TheNationalExecutivecouncilforexampleshouldmakeaplanwhichisgeared

towardsbalancedruraldevelopment.Thiswillreducerural–urbanmigration.

Thegovernmentshouldfullyequipthesecurityorgansinthecountrywithappropriate

andsufficientmeanstofightcrime.Theyshouldhaveforexampleenoughguns,vehicles,

telecommunicationsystemsetc.

Thestateshouldinflictheavypenaltiesoncriminalssothattheyfeelthepinchinorderto

vindicatethecriminalsandtodeterothersfrom committingsimilarcrimes.St.Paulinhis

lettertotheRomansteachesusthatthestatehaspowerstopunish,andthispoweris

realandfrom God(Rom 13:4).

Whatisapunishment?

Apunishmentisanyform ofharm inflictedbytheexecutivepowerofthestateonthe

personwhoisjudgedtohaveviolatedtheruleoflaw.

Itisadeliberatedenialofsomehumanrightbyalawfulauthoritybecauseoffailureto

obeythelaworrespecttherightsofothers.

Apunishmentcanalsobedefinedasanactiontakenbythesocietyagainstthecriminals

whohaveviolatedthelawandorderofthesocietyinordertostopthateventfrom re-

occurring.

Generallyspeaking,punishmentstaketwoforms:

(a) Punishmentbyaddingsomethingnegativee.g.ifyouarecaughtstealing,you

arebeaten.
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(b) Punishmentbyremovingsomethingpleasantorpositivee.g.ifyoudon’tfetch

waterathome,youaredeniedlunch.

TYPESOFPUNISHMENT

Corporalpunishment

ThisisthepunishingofawrongdoorbyuseofthestrokesoftheCane.Itiscommonly

employedbyinstitutionssuchasschoolsandpolice.Itinvolvesphysicalbeatingofthe

body(corpus).

MobJustice

Thisisthesituationwherebyasuspectinpunishedbyadisorganizedgroupofpeoplein

responsetowhathe/shehascommitted.Thispunishmentisgivenbeforethesuspectin

provedguiltybythecourtsoflaw.

Imprisonment

Thisisthelockingofsomecriminalsinabuildingagainsttheirwillinordertoprotect

society.Somepeoplemaybegivenlifesentenceimprisonmentwhileothersaregivena

fewhoursdependingonthegravityofthecrimecommitted.

CapitalPunishment

Thisispunishmentbyexecution;itisputtingofthecriminaltodeath.Inbriefitisthe

denyingofanindividualtherighttolive.

HeavyFines

Somecriminalsaremadetopayhugefinesinform ofcashormaterialthingstothe

offendedpersonsinrelationtothedamagecausedortheweightofthecrime.Aman

caughtinadulterymayforexamplebeforcedtopay2millionorsurrenderhisposhcar.

Awarmingfrom themagistrate
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Thisservesasapsychologicaltorture/punishmentandisusuallygiventocrimesoflow

gravity.

Probation

Onemayberequiredtoreporttothepoliceaftereveryspecifiedlengthoftimelikea

monthorso.

Housearrest.

Ifoneisnotimprisoned,onemaybeconfinedtohis/herhouseorcompound.

PURPOSEOFPUNISHMENTS

Thegeneralpurposeofpunishmentsistodecreasetheprobabilitythatsomething

undesirablewilloccuragaininasimilarsituation,andtoincreasesomethingdesirable.

Thesecondpurposeinretributive;Anotherpurposeistore-establishthebalanceof

outragedjustice.Thisistheinflictionofaninjuryonthecriminalthatisequivalenttothe

amountofharm whichhehimselfhasdone.Cfaneyeforaneyeslogan(EX21:24).

Thevindictivepurpose.Alawlosesitsforceandauthorityifapunishmentappearsunjust

andunproportionabletotheoffence.Thismeansthatacriminalshouldbepaidbackin

thesamecurrency.

Preventivepurpose;Apreventivepunishmentistheonewhichremovesfrom theoffender

theopportunitytotransgressinthesamewayagain.E.g.aperpetualthiefwhoisgiven

lifeimprisonment,ispreventedfrom committingsimilarcrimes.

Protectivepurpose,byremovingtheoffenderfrom thecommunity,thesocietyis

protectedfrom thenotoriouscriminals.Theoffenderisalsoprotectedfrom mobjustice.

Deterrencepurpose;Wehavealreadyreadthatpreventivepunishmentspreventcriminals
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from transgressinginthesamewayagain.Butdeterrencepunishmentspreventboththe

criminalandothersfrom doingthesameagain.ThebookofDeuteronomy17:13justifies

thisstatementwhenitsays:“Allthepeoplewillhearandbeafraid,andwillnotbe

contemptuousagain”.

Discouragingpurposes;Apunishmentinflictedonanindividualshouldbeableto

discouragethecriminalfrom repeatingtheoffence.Suchapunishmentmakesthe

criminalrealizehowseriousanddemandinghisactionshavebeene.g.aneyeforaneye

discouragescriminals.

Reform purposes;herethepunishmentcanhavetheaim ofrehabilitatingthecriminaland

turnhim /herintoalawabidingandusefulcitizenofthecountry.

Correctivepurpose;similartoreform istorehabilitateacriminalbycorrectinghim /her.

Thisisdonebymakingthecriminalacknowledgethewrongdone,andshowinghim what

heoughttohavedone.

Educativepurpose,whenapersonpunishessomeone,itmeanshehasdesireforhis

behavior.Therefore,agoodpunishmentissupposedtoeducatethecriminalandothers

thevaluesexpectedofacitizen.

Warningpurpose;Aseverepunishmentusuallywarnsotherpeoplenottocommitsimilar

offences.Potentialcriminalsaregivenawarningonwhatwillhappentothem.

Counselingpurposes;Thereisalsopunishmentby“probation”.Thisistheperiodwhen

theoffenderreportsregularlyasagreeduponwithauthorities,receivescounseling,andis

encouragedtobealaw-abidingcitizenduringthisprobationaryperiod.

Reparationpurposes;itisarguedthatwhenthereisanoffence,itisnotenoughtobe

concernedwiththecriminal,Theoffendedpersonshouldbecompensated.Howeverin

caseswherehe/shecannotbecompensatede.g.adriverkillingsomeone’schild,the
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parentshouldbegivenhelpandsupportinthatdifficultsituation.

FACTORSTHATDETERMINETHEPUNISHMENTTOBEGIVENTOACRIMINAL.

Itisimperativetonotethatthepowertodetermineone’spunishmentisinthehandsof

thejudgeandthelaw.However,thefollowingfactorsindeterminingthetypeof

punishmentareworthnoting.

Thenumberoftimesthecriminalhascommittedthesamecrime.Forinstance,

somebodywhohascommittedthecrimeseveraltimesisgivenaheavierpunishment

thantheonewhohascommittedthesamecrimeforthefirsttime.

Thecircumstancesthatledonecommitthecrime,forexampleifonestolefoodbecause

hewastoohungryandwantedtosavehislife,thepunishmentshouldbelessenedas

opposedtotheonewhostoletosellthefoodandgetmoney.

Thepurposeofpunishmentmustalsobeconsidered.Agoodpunishmentisnotfor

destroyingbutforguidingorhelpingthecriminaltorepent,soitshouldnotleadto

destructionorcauseanyharm.

Thesexofthepersonshouldalsobeputintoconsideration.Womenaregenerally

consideredaweakersexthanmen,sotheyshouldbegivenpunishmentsrelevanttotheir

sex.St.Peterinhisfirstletterreferstowomenasaweakersex(1Pt3:7).

Theimpactofthecrimetothesocietymustalsobelookedinto.forinstance,somebody

whohascommittedmurdershouldbemorepunishedthantheonewhoisinvolvedin

stealing.

Theresponsibilityofthepersoninquestion.Forexample,itwouldlookabsurdto
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imprisonababyfeedingmotherbecauseinthiscaseyouwillbepunishingtwopeople

includingtheinnocentbaby.

Theageofthepersonshouldalsobeputintoconsideration.Youngpeopleshouldnotbe

treatedinthesamewayasadults.That’swhyindevelopedcountrieswehaveseparate

juvenilecourtsandthoseforadults.

Thepowerofthelawshouldbetakencardinal.Thismeansthatthecriminalshouldnot

bepunishedbeyondthestatedrequiredpunishmentbylawaccordingtothecrime

committed.

ThewillingnessofthecriminaltorevealothercriminalsTheonewhoiswillingtoreveal

othersshouldbegivenlesspunishmentsthantheonewhopracticesaconspiracyof

silence.

Thehealthofthecriminalshouldalsobeconsidered.Asicklypersonshouldbepunished

withmuchcareasthepunishmentmayleadtomorecomplicationsordeath.

Themethodusedincommittingthecrime.Thepersonforexamplewhousesagunto

stealshouldbemorepunishedthanthepersonwhousesthreatsonlytodothesame.

Thefuturelifeofthecriminalmustalsobeconsidered,forinstanceifoneisageing,this

oldpersonshouldnotbeoverpunishedsayinfrom ofimprisonmentformanyyearsas

thiswilldeterhim from planningforhisfamilyormayhastenhisdeath.

CORPORALPUNISHMENTS:

DISADVANTAGESOFCORPORALPUNISHMENTS:
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Corporalpunishmentsarebrutalandthereforeunderminethedignityofhumanbeings.

Theyinfactreduceahumanbeingtothelevelofananimal.

Corporalpunishmentmayinstillhostilityamongthechildrenandevenmakethem wildto

theextentoffightingtheirteachers.

Sometimesinnocentstudentsarepunishedbytheteachers.Thisistrueespeciallywith

grouppunishmentwhichindeedisunbecoming.

Corporalpunishmentsmayinstillfearfortheteachersconcernedbythelearners.The

learnersmayintheendfailtounderstandthesubjectcontenttaughtbythoseteachers.

Somechildrenmaybesickandweakbeforethepunishmentisadministered.Whensuch

childrenaregivenstrokesoftheCane;theymayendupcollapsingthereforecausinga

conflictbetweentheteacherandtheschooladministrationortheteacherandtheparent.

Someteachershavebeatenstudentsuptocoma,orevenuptodeath.Thisdefinitelywill

leadtotheterminationoftheteacher’sserviceshencelossofthejobcausingsuffering

tothefamilyoftheconcernedteacher.

Someteachersusecorporalpunishmentsunjustlytohandletheirgrievances,forinstance

ateacherpunishingastudentbecauseofthemisunderstandinghehaswiththatvery

student,ortheparent,ortheschooladministration.

Corporalpunishmentsmayleadtostrikesinschoolsespeciallyifchildrenarewrongly

punishedmorespeciallyiftheyaresuppressed,oppressedandexploitedbytheschool

administration.

Inmostcasesthecorporalpunishmentisnotinlinewiththeoffencecommittedsosome

childrenarepsychologicallytortured.
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Corporalpunishmentsdestroytheimageoftheschoolespeciallyinschoolswhere

caningcausesfaintingorevendeath.Thismayscareawaystudentfrom theschool.

MOBJUSTICE:

Causes:

Ignoranceofthelawbymostpeople;Mostpeopledonotknowthelawandthereforethey

takeittobetheirrighttopunishthesuspect.

Permissivenessinoursocieties.Manypeoplehavebeengiventhelibertytodowhatthey

likeregardlessofwhatsocietywants.E.g.arrestingasuspectandstrippinghernaked.

Uncontrolledanger,manypeoplegetannoyedsoquicklythattheycannotcontroltheir

angers.suchpeoplemayevenbethedangerouslydangerouspeopleinsociety.

Corruptioninthepoliceforce;becauseoftherampartcorruptioninthepoliceforcesome

peoplehavedecidedtotakethelawintheirhandsbyjudgingthecriminalsthemselves.

Idleness,somepeoplearejoblessandthereforeidle.suchpeoplewanttomakefunof

thesuspect,whilesometrytotransfertheirfrustrationonthesuspect.

Revenge;somepeopleusemobjusticeasawayofrevengetothesuspectwhomight

havedonewrongtosomepeopleinamob.

Thenatureofthelawalsoencouragesmobjusticebecausethefineforcertaincrimesis

veryunfairforexamplethepresentUgandanlawstipulatesonly600/=asafinefor

committingadultery!

Delayedactionagainstthesuspectbythelawenforcersalsoencouragespeopletouse
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mobjustice.Thatiswhythelawyershaveasayingthat“Justicedelayedisjusticedenied”.

Thereisalsoabiggeographicalgapbetweenthepoliceandthepublic,butevensome

peopletakethepolicetobeaninstitutionofspiesforthegovernmentbutnotahelpto

thepublic.

Politicalinstabilitywhichleadstothegeneralsituationofanarchyandunrestandassuch

peopleusemobjusticeagainstsuspectssincegovernmentmaynothavethecapacityto

handlelawandorderinsociety.

CHRISTIANSTANDONMOBJUSTICE

Christianitycondemnsmobjusticeasaform ofinjusticebecauseofthereasonsherein

given.

Mobjusticeisbrutalandinhumaninnature.Itunderminesone’shumandignityespecially

whenittakestheform ofstoningapersonlikeasnakeorsettingthepersonablaze.All

humanbeingsowetheirdignityfrom Godbythevirtuethatweareallcreatedinthe

imageofGodaccordingtoGenesis1:27.

Itisagainstthepurposeofpunishments,ofwhichoneofthem istohelpthecriminalto

repent.Insteadmobjusticeisintendedtomistreatthecriminalbutnottohelphim to

repent.JesuspreachedthemessageofrepentanceinGalileewhenhesaid:“Turnaway

from yoursinsbecausethekingdom ofheavenisnearMt.4:17.

Mobjusticeisappliedtothesuspectbutnottothecriminalbecauseitisdonebeforethe

personisprovedguiltybythecourtsoflaw.ThepenalcodeofUgandastipulatesthat;

Oneisnotacriminalunlessprovedguiltybythecourtsoflaw.

Thesuspectisnotgiventimetodefendhimselfagainstanyaccusations,yetaccordingto
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humanrightseverypersonisfreetodefendthemselvesagainstanyaccusations.

ChristiansarecalleduponnotjudgeotherssinceGodaloneisthejudge.IntheGospel

accordingtoLuke,Jesusteachesusthat;“Donotjudgeothers,andGodwillnotjudge

you………………………(Lk6:37).

MobjusticeissometimesdonewiththeintentionofrevengeyetasperChristianitywe

aresupposedtoloveourenemiesbutnotrevengingonthem.JesuschallengedMoses’

law ofaneyeforanyeye,atoothforatoothbyteachingthat,Ifanyoneslapsyouonthe

rightcheeklethim slapyourleftcheektoo(Mt5:38-39).

Thepunishmentmayleadthevictim tobedeformedhence,maynotdoproductivework

forhisfamilyandthecountryatlargeconsequently,thismayleadtothesufferingofthe

innocentfamilymembers.

Mobjusticesometimesleadstothekillingofthesuspect,yetkillingisprohibitedbythe

law.ThefifthcommandmentofGodisveryclear,“Donotcommitmurder(Ex20:13).

Mobjusticeisdonebyadisorganizedgroupofpeople,withoutclearproceduresofthe

law.Thus,thesuspectisdeniedjustice.

Itleadstothetorturingofinnocentpeopleespeciallythosewhoreportthecasetothe

authoritiesortheymaybemistakenduetosimilaridentities.

Thepunishmentiscontrarytotheconceptofforgiveness.Thereisnocompassionwhen

applyingthepunishment,yetcompassionisanimportantChristianvirtuewhichshould

beconsideredwhenadministeringapunishment.

Mobjusticeunderminestheworkofthepoliceandthecourtsoflaw.Itisthedutyofthe

policetoarrestcriminalsandevenprosecutethem inthecourtsoflaw.
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Mobjusticeisdonetosatisfythepublicattheexpenseofthesuspect,andthisviolates

God’slawofloveandforgiveness.

Mobjusticedoesnotstopthere-occurrenceofcrimes,soothermethodsshouldbe

thoughtofforexampleguidanceandcounseling,andassistingthepoorwithmaterials

needs,plusprayingforthewickedpeople.

WHATSHOULDTHESTATEDOINORDERTOCURBMOBJUSTICE

Thegovernmentshouldseriouslydealwithcorruptioninthepoliceforceandotherlaw

enforcingagents.In1998forexamplePresidentMuseveniofUgandainstituteda

commissionofinquiryintocorruptioninthepoliceforceheadedbyJusticeJulian

Ssebutinde.

TheGovernmentshouldarrestandpunishseverelythosecaughtapplyingmobjustice.

AccordingtoPaul’slettertotheRomans,thestate’spowertopunishisrealbecausethe

rulersareGod’sservants&theydocarryoutGod’spunishmentonthosewhodoevil

(Rom 13:4).

Thegovernmentmustsensitizethecitizensontherequirementsofthelawandthe

yardstickusedtopunishthecriminals.ThegovernmentofUgandadoesthisthrough

sensitizationcoursesattheNationschoolofpoliticalEducationKyankwanzi.

Thestateshouldincreaseonthenumberofpolicestationsespeciallyinruralareas.

Besides,thegovernmentshouldequipthepolicewithadequatetransportandmodern

equipmentstouse.

Tosupplementtotheabove-mentionedpointmobilepolicepatrolsshouldbeintensified

byprovidingenoughvehiclestothem sothattheydonotaskfortransportfrom the

offendedpeopletotransportthesuspecttopolice.
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Streetchildrenshouldberemovedfrom thestreetsandputinrehabilitationcenters.

GovernmentofUgandahasbuiltremandhomesliketheoneatNagulubuttheseshould

bemannedbypeoplewhocanassistthestreetchildrentorespecttherightsofothers

andthelaw.

Thestateshouldcollaboratewiththechurchandemphasizemoralrehabilitationasa

wayofcombatingpermissiveness.

Thegovernmentshouldalsospeeduptherateatwhichthecriminalsarebroughtto

justicesoastoreduceonthecasesofmobjustice.

Thegovernmentshouldreducethegapbetweentherichandthepoorbygivingfree

educationservicestothepopulace.GovernmentofUgandastartedtheuniversalprimary

Educationin1997andtheuniversalpostprimaryEducationandtrainingin2007.Itisour

hopethatsuchschemeswillhelptoreducethisgap.

Inanutshell,allcitizensshouldbewarnedagainsttakingthelawintheirhands.This

meansthatthegovernmentshouldalwaysworkforthepromotionofpeace,securityand

stability.

IMPRISONMENT

Imprisonmentisthelockingupofsomecriminalsinabuildingagainsttheirwillinorder

toreform them andtoprotectsociety.

Itcanalsobedescribedasasituationwhentheoffenderiskeptawayfrom hisorher

crimesinordertohavetimetoreflectonhisotherbehaviourwiththehelpofreligious

peopleorcounselors.
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Imprisonmentissometimesadministeredtoincapacitateorcontaintheoffender.This

meansthatimprisonmentisameansofselfprotection(asinthecaseofattempted

suicide),orprotectionofsocietyfrom anyhabitualkillersorrapists.

However,somepeoplearguethatimprisonmentisnotmorallyacceptablebecauseit

interfereswiththelibertyoftheprisonerwhoisimprisonedagainsthisorherwill,

thereforeithassomenegativeeffects.

NEGATIVEEFFECTS/DANGERS/DISADVANTAGESOFIMPRISONMENT

Someprisonersgetdiseasesduetocongestion,poorventilation,thusleadingtodeath.

Manyhavediedinprisonduetodiseasessuchascholeraanddysentery.

Someprisonersaremistreatedbytheprisonguardsorwardenswhichisagainsttheir

fundamentalhumanrights.Besides,somepeopleasaresultofmistreatmentthrough

caning,burningandtortureendupgettingdeformed.

Sometimesthispunishmentishasherthanthecrimecommittedwhichisnotajustway

ofpunishingthecriminal.takeforexampleapersongivenaprisonsentenceoftwoyears

forstealingachicken.

Imprisonmentleadstothesufferingofinnocentpeoplelikethefamilymembersandthe

dependents.Theywilllackthebasicrequirementslikefood,schoolfeesandmedicalcare

especiallyiftheoneimprisonedisthebreadwinnerofthatfamily.

Sincetheprisonersarenotusuallykeptinsolitaryconfinements,theywillinteractwith

fellowprisonersandintheprocesslearnfrom eachothermoretricksofbecomingworse

criminals.

Tomakemattersworse,theprisonermayevenbecomeimmunetoprisonlifeandturn

outtobeahabitualoffender,becausepsychologicallyhefeelsrejectedbysociety.
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Imprisonmentleadstolearningotherimmoralhabitslikehomosexualityduetosexual

starvationinprisonyetthisviceiscondemnedbytheBibleandisregardedasagravesin

(Lev.20:13-14).

Aprisonermayfailtoadjusttolifeafterthesentenceisover,moreespeciallyonewho

hasbeenimprisonedformanyyears.Thispersonmaylookatprisonlifebetterthanlife

outsideprisonandsomaycommitmorecrimessothatheistakenback.

Theprisonercanevenstartthinkingofrevengeafterthesentenceisfinished.Thismay

createmorehatredorevendeathamongthewarringparties.

Itisveryexpensivetomaintainprisonersbythegovernmentintermsoffeeding,and

medicalcaresincesomemaynotevenbeworking.Forexample,inUganda,oneis

supposedtouse3,000/=perdayonfeedingalone.

Positiveeffects/advantagesofimprisonment

Theprisonermayreform especiallyafterrealizingtheconsequencesofhisorheractions

thusleadingtolivingamorallyuprightlife.

Imprisonmentdetersothermembersofthecommunityfrom committingsimilarcrimes

duetofearofbeingimprisonedhencereducingthecrimerate.

Theprisonerwillgetanopportunitytoreflectonhisorherbehavior,onlifeandreligionin

generalwiththehelpofreligiouspeopleandcounselors.

Imprisonmentensurespublicsafetyofpeople’spropertythroughlockingupofthieves,

Robbers,murderers,rapistsanddrugabusers.
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Theprisonermaylearnnewskillsofworkingsuchascarpentryandjoinery,brickmaking

andbricklaying,playingfootballetc.

Besides,theprisonermayundertakeacorrespondencecoursewhileinprisonwhichmay

helphim orhertogainnewinsightsinlife.

Theprisonermayalsobegrantedincentivesandprivilegesforgoodconductand

acceptingdiscipline.Thismaybedonebyreducinghisorhersentencewhileinprison.

Theprisonerwilllearntoassociatewithstrangersandwhenheisoutofprison,hewill

finditeasytoassociatedwithanyone.Jesusalsoassociatedwithstrangerslike

Zacchaeusthetaxcollector.

Imprisonmenthelpsincontrollingthelevelsofimmoralityinsocietybyisolatingthose

whoareengagedinsuchactslikedefilementandprostitution.

Asalreadyseenimprisonmentprotectsthesocietyfrom notoriouscriminals,butalso

protectstheprisonerhimselforherself,especiallyiftheprisonerbeginstorespectthe

law.

ImprisonmentreducesthenumberofcrimescommittedinsocietythuspromotingLaw

andorderinsociety.Itisawayofensuringjusticeinsociety.

Humanitarianviewsonhandlingprisoners.

PrisonersshouldbeexposedtoalotofethicalteachingforexampletheChaplains

shouldpreachtheGospelofnorevengeaccordingtoMt.5:38ffandRom12:17-21.

PrisonersshouldbetoldtolovetheLordtheirGodandtolovetheirneighboursasthey

lovethemselves.ThisiscontainedinChrist’sgreatestcommandment“LoveyourGod

andloveyourneighborasyouloveyourself(Lk.10:25-28).
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Theprisonersshouldevenbetoldtolovetheirenemiesandtoprayforthosewho

persecutethem.Jesusprayedforhispersecutorssaying;“Fatherforgivethem forthey

knownotwhattheydo”(Lk.32:34).

Prisonersshouldbeexposedtoreformatoryprogramslikecounselingandguidance,so

thattheycaneasilyreform andbecomelawabidingcitizensofthesociety.

Theyshouldbegiventrainingwhileinprisoninordertoequipthem withsomeskillslike

carpentrywhichtheycanquicklyapplyintheirhomesafterprison.

Prisonersshouldbegivenincentivesforreform.Forexample,appointingsomeas

prefectsandreducingtheirsentenceforgoodbehaviourwhileinprison.

Thefamilymembersandrelativesoftheprisonershouldbeallowedtovisitthem oncein

awhileandalsotobringthem somelittlemoneyforupkeep.

Educationalfacilitieslikecorrespondencecoursesshouldbeallowedandavailedto

prisonerswhoarecapableandcanaffordsuchundertakings.

Communityimprisonmentsentenceshouldbeencouragedinsteadoftakingpeopleto

prisonslikeLuzirawheretheymaybelessproductive.

Wardensandguardsshouldhandleprisonerswithloveandconcern;andshowdue

respecttotheirhumanrightsbecausebeingaprisoneronedoesn’tceasetobeahuman

being.

Governmentshouldimprovetheconditionoflivinginprisonsthroughprovidingbetter

housingfacilities,lighting,andfeeding.Besides,governmentshouldexpandthe

constructionofprisonstocaterfortheincreasingcriminals.

Thecountsoflawshouldspeedupthejudgmentprocesstoavoidovercrowdingin
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prisonsbysuspectsonremand.Thisisbecausejusticedelayedisjusticedenied.

Roleofprisonwarders/wardressesinmaintainingLawandOrder.

Theprisonwardersremandsuspectedcriminalsastheyawaittrialortheysendprisoners

backintocustodysothatmoreevidencecanbeobtained.

Theprisonwardersorwardressesensurethatthoseconvicteddonotescapefrom jailto

gobacktosocietyandcausemorechaos.

Theyhelpincounselingandguidingoftheprisonerssothattheycanappreciatetheir

crimeandreform tobecomebettercitizens.

Theyalsotrainprisonerswithdifferentskillsforexamplecommercialfarming,brick

making/bricklaying,carpentryandjoineryetc.

Theprisonwardersorwardressesprovidethecommunitywithfoodwhichisobtained

from theprisonfarms.

Thosewhoaretalentedprovidemusicandentertainmenttothemassesduringimportant

celebrationslikeIndependenceDaycelebrations.

Theprisonwarders/wardressesescorttheprisonerswhentheyarebeingtransferred

from oneprisontoanotherorwhentheyaregoingtodosomemanualwork.

Theyprovidesecuritytotheirbosseswhenheyaretoldtobeonguardespeciallyatnight.

Inanutshell,prisonwardersmaintainlawandorderwhenthesuspectsarebroughtto

courtsoflaw.
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Roleofthepoliceinmaintaininglawandorder

Thepolicehelpinarrestingcriminalsforexamplecarelessdrunkendriversandtake

them tothecourtsoflawforprosecution.

Thepoliceguardthepeopleandtheirpropertyfrom criminalsespeciallythethieves.In

doingthistheyupholdArticle26/2ofUganda’s1995constitutionwhichsays”Noperson

shallbecompulsorilydeprivedtherightoverproperty”.

Itisthedutyofthepolicetohelpguidethetrafficflowespeciallyduringrushhoursor

statefunctionsorinternationalfunctions.DuringtheCHOGM whichtookplacein

Uganda2007,theinternationalpolice(Interpol)wasusedtoguideflowofthetraffic.

Thepolicehavetoensurethatallvehiclesareingoodmechanicalconditionsinorderto

avoidaccidents.Theymustensureforexamplethattheignition,steeringwheel,clutch,

brakeetc.areallingoodconditions.

Thepolicemenhelpinprosecutionatthecourtsoflaw.Thismeansthattheyreadthe

statementthatwasmadeagainsttheaccusede.g.oftheftormurder,andthe

magistratepronouncesjudgment.

Thepolicealsohelpininvestigatingcasesorspyingpeopleonbehalfofthe

government.Thisisusuallydonebythecriminalinvestigationdepartment(CID)ofthe

police.

ThepoliceprovideescortservicestoVIP’Sandwhentherearemoneytransfersfrom

onebanktoanother.Suchpoliceusuallygopreparedtocounterattackarmed

robbers.Itisnormallytheviolentcrimecrackunit(VCCU)whichescorts.
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Itisthedutyofthepolicetohelpinfightingagainstfireoutbreaks.Thisisnormally

donebythefirebrigadesectionofthepolice.

Thepolicehaveauthoritytomaintainlawandorder.Theyderivethisauthority

from above,andtheycandothisbymaintainingorderinchaoticsituationslikestrikes,

boycotts,protests,demonstrations,andhighwayrobbery.

Thepolicealsoplaysaverysignificantroleofprotectingsuspectsfrom mobjusticebya

disorganizedgroupofpeople.

Itisthedutyofthepolicetoguideanddirectstrangerstotheirdestinationsespecially

thosewhohavegotlost.

ROLEOFTHEARMYINMAINTAININGLAW ANDORDER

Thearmyisinstitutedtoprotectthecountryfrom foreignorexternalaggression.In

doingthisnoblework,thesoldiersaredefendingtheterritorialintegrityoftheir

country.

Thearmyisusedtosuppressinsurgenciesandrebelactivitiesfrom withinthecountry.

Theyarmydoesthisbybuildingafencearoundthecountryfrom theirenemieswhich

inturnbringspeacetothecitizens.

Thearmyguard’scertainmilitaryofficialsandsensitiveplaceslikebanksfrom attacks.

Bydoingthistheyareprotectingthelivesoftheseofficialsandthepropertyofthe

sensitiveplaces.

Thearmyissometimesusedtodispersestrikesalongsidepolicemen,especiallywhen

thesituationispoliticallymotivatedorturnsouttobeveryviolent.
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Thearmybandtooprovidesmusicandentertainmenttothecommunityespeciallyon

statedaycelebrations.TheUPDFbandentertainedthecommunityinKaseeseon

“Tarehe-sita”of2012.

Thearm helpsinrestoringandpromotingpeaceinothercountries.Forexample,the

USpeacekeepingmissionsinLiberia,EritreaandSomalia.

Thearmyisalsousedinprotractedliberationwarstoliberatepeopleform dictatorship

E.gwhentheNRM liberatedUgandain1986from thedictatorshipofpreviousregimes.

Somesoldiersareusuallyputonsentryinturns,inordertokeepguardintheir

respectivebarracks.Thishelpstodetecttheenemyadvancingtocomeandattack

thebarracks.

Thearmyisalsoimportantinsavingpeopleduringthetimeofdisastersuchasfloods,

accidentsetc.forexample,inUganda,theUPDFwasusedtosavelivesofpeoplewho

wereaffectedbytheBududalandslidesin2010.

Thearmyisnotonlyforwarbutalsousedforotherusefulpurposessuchas

distributingrelieffoodintimesofcalamitylikeearthquakes,landslidesorfamineand

drought.

CAPITALPUNISHMENT

Thisistheputtingtodeathofthecriminalbythelegalauthorityasaconsequenceo

theverdictorsentencepassed.Inbriefitispunishmentbyexecution.

Therearevariousmethodsofcarryingoutanexecution:Theseinclude;electrocution,
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Gassing,poisoning,hanging,guillotining,firingsquad,etc.

ARGUMENTSINFAVOUROFCAPITALPUNISHMENT

Capitalpunishmenthasanelementofretributionwhichistheinflictingofequalinjury

onthecriminalorpayingbackthecriminalinthesamecurrency.Murderersforexample

shouldbedeprivedoftherighttolifesincetheydepriveothersoftheirrighttolive.

Thiskindofpunishmentmoreovervindicatesjusticetotherelativesofthemurderedperson.

Tovindicateistopaybackinthesamecurrencysothattheoffendedpersoncangetsatisfied

thatthecriminalhasbeengivenwhathe/shedeserves.

Thestatehasthedutytopromotesecurityandpeaceforitscitizens,andsoonlycapital

punishmentcorrespondstocertaincriminaloffenceslikemurderandtreason.St.Paulteaches

thatanyonewhoresistsauthorityisrebellingagainstGodandthereforethestatehasauthority

forpunishingwrongdoers(Rom 13:2,4).

Somecirclesarguethat,Capitalpunishmentisdeterrenttothewould-becriminals.Todeteris

topreventothersfrom committingsimilarcrimes.ThebookdofDeuteronomyjustifiesthisact

whenitsays:Allthepeoplewillhearandbeafraid,andwillnotbecontemptuousagain

(Deutr.17:13).

Capitalpunishmentstrengthensthepowerofthestatetofightagainstcapitaloffences

liketreason,murder,kidnapping,andchildsacrifice.Wheneversomecitizensactlike

animals,itisreasonableforthestatetouseforcetocounterthatanimallikebehaviourin

defenseoftherightsoftheentiresociety.

Somecriminalsaresohardenedthatonlycapitalpunishmentcanbringaboutorder.If

murderscannotreform thentheonlyalternativeistoputthem todeath.Thesameshould

applyforrapistsanddefilers.
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Therearesomepeoplewhochoosedeliberatelytodepriveothersoftheirrighttolive.

Theyhavenoreligiousconvictionsaboutothers.Thesepeopleshouldactuallybeputto

death.Sadam HusseintheformerpresidentofIraqwashangedinDec.2006formassive

murderingofinnocentcitizensusingnuclearweapons.

IntheOldtestament,thereisajustificationforcapitalpunishments.ThebookofGenesis

teachesthat;“Whoevershedsthebloodofman,bymanshallhisbloodbeshed(Gen9:6).

InthebookofExodus,lawsandpenaltieswereprescribedfortheIsraelites.TheOT

teachesforexamplethat,whoeverstrikesamantodeath,heshalltoobeputtodeath

(EX.21:12).Thismeansaneyeforaneye,atoothforatooth,ahandforahand,afootfor

afoot(Ex21:24).

IntheNewTestament,thereseemstobeajustificationforthecapitalpunishmentSt.

PaulinhislettertotheRomansteachesusthat,“Thestatehasauthoritytopunishwitha

sword(Rom 13:4).

WhenPaulwasbroughtbeforeCaesar’stribunaltobetried,hetestified.”IfIhavebroken

thelawanddonesomethingforwhichIdeservethedeathpenaltyIdonotasktoescape

it(AA25:11)’’.

Thedeathpenaltymayhelptoreduceonthefinancialburdenbythegovernment

especiallyifsomeprisonershavebeengivenlifeimprisonment.

ARGUMENTSAGAINSTCAPITALPUNISHMENT

Puttingtodeathanotherpersonisthemostterribleattackagainstthefundamental

humanrighttolife.Article4ofthe1995Uganda’sconstitutionsays.Everyonehasaright

tolife,libertyandsecurity.

Capitalpunishmentisthemostdistressingandcontroversialform ofpunishment.Itisin

factasociety’sacceptanceoffailureinitsjudicialsystem.
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Apenalcodewhichisbasedonviolenceandsocialrevengeisbrutal,cruel,andinhuman.

Forexample,accordingtoAmnestyinternational,ittook14minutestokillaprisonerinan

electricchairsometimein1983atAlabamainUSA,andduring,electrocution,flamesand

smokeeruptedfrom hishead.

Unlikeotherpunishments,capitalpunishmentlacksthecorrectiveelement.Oncea

personisexecuted,itisimpossibletobringhim backtolife,thereforethereisno

possibilityofreformingorrehabilitatingthatperson.

Puttingtodeathofanotherpersonwhohaskilled,societylosestwopeopleinsteadof

one;buteventhisisagainstthedignityofahumanpersonbecausemanwascreatedin

theimageofGod(Gen1:26).

Criminalscaneasilybecomemorehardenedbytheterrorandhorrorandbrutalityof

capitalpunishmentoftheirfriendssuchthattheybecamemoreviolent.

Constantkillingsofcriminalswhokillcreatespsychologicaldistressamongpeoplewho

watchorwitness.Peoplewhoaresoftheartedmayfailtorecoverfrom theshockofthe

deathstheywitnessed.

Becauseofthefallibilityofman,thereisapossibilitythataninnocentpersonmaybe

condemnedtodeathbyhumanmistakeAmanmaybehangedandlaterprovedtobe

innocent.Thereisnopossibilityofreversingthesentencewhenitisfoundthatanerror

wasmadeininflictingthepunishment.

IfGodwhoendowsmanwiththisuniquedignitydoesnotdesirethedeathofasinner,but

hisrepentanceandthatheshouldlive(Ezk.18:32)thenonwhichgroundscanthestate

sanctionthedeathpenalty.

JesusintheGospelaccordingtoMatthewrejectedMoses’lawofaneyeforaneye,a

toothforatoothwhenhesaidthat,ifanyoneslapsyouontherightcheek,lethim slap
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youontheothercheektoo(Mt.5:39).

ThechurchforinstancecannotsupportcapitalpunishmentbecauseitviolatesChrist’s

greatestcommandmentoflovefortheneighborandloveforourenemies.Jesus

demonstratedthisatthecrosswhenheforgavehispersecutors,“Fatherforgivethem,for

theknownotwhattheydo”.

CapitalpunishmentislegalizedmurderwhichisasinbecauseitisGodwhoisthegiver

oflifeandistheonlyonewhoshouldtakeitaway.InthebookofExodus,theDecalogue

teachesusthat,“Thoushallnotkill(Ex.20:13)”.

Punishmentbyexecutiondoesnotappropriatelymeetthefunctionpurposeofdeterrence.

Killingofapersoninacertainplacedoesnotstopsimilarcrimesfrom happeningin

anotherplaceoreventhesameplace.Moreover,statisticsdonotshowthatthedeath

penaltyhasreducedthecrimeofmurder.

Puttingtodeathofacriminalwouldbepunishinghisrelatives,friendsanddependents

especiallythewifeandchildren,whowillstilllivetosufferemotionallyandoutof

deprivationofthebasicnecessities.Inotherwords,thepunishmentisinflictedon

differentpeople.

SomecountriesinEuropelikeItalyhaveabolishedcapitalpunishmentfrom theirpenal

codes,forexampleinUSA,13statesoutof50don’thaveitaccordingtoAmnesty

internationalNewsletterwhichappearedin1983.

PROBLEMSASSOCIATEDWITHPUNISHMENTS

Apersonmaybehavewellinordertoescapepunishmenti.e.Iftheonepolicingisnot

around,theundesirablebehaviorwilloccuragain.

Apunishmentsometimescanbeperceivedassomethingpositive,forexampleifa
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studentiscaughtfornicatingandheispunishedontheassembly.Somestudentsmay

seehim asaheroandevencongratulatehim.

Somepunishmentsmakepeoplehardentheirheartsorbecomehardlinersbecauseofthe

terrorandbrutalityusedinkillingtheirfriends.Suchpeopleendupevenbecomingmore

violent.

Apunishmentmaysucceedindoingawaywithbehaviourinoneway,butthatbehaviour

mayimmergeinanotherwaythatisnotpunished.Takeforexampleahusbandwhois

punishedattheworkplaceandre-channelshisangeronthewife.

Somecrimesarecommittedasaresultofsocialproblemssuchaspoverty,poor

upbringing,overpopulationorhavingbeenexploitedbytheemployer.So,aninnocent

personispunishedwhenhe/sheisnotactuallyresponsibleforthecrime.

Somepunishmentsaremultipleinnature.forexample,prisonerssufferinmanyways

suchasbeingdeprivedofnormalhomelife,theirjobssuffering,beingdeprivedofsex

withwife,andhavingnoprivacyanymore.

Somepunishmentsagaininflictsufferingoninnocentpeople.Takethecaseforexample

ofapregnantwomanwhoissenttoprisonandtheinnocentoneinherwombsuffersthe

consequencesofhermother’simprisonment.

Somepunishmentsaremoreseverethantheyaremeanttobe.Takeanexampleof

someonewhoisimprisonedfortenyears;Hisactualpunishmentextendsanotherten

yearsormore,becausefrom prisonhemaynotfindajobsincepeoplearesuspiciousof

him.

Perhapstheworstaspectofpunishmentisthatsomepeoplearedeclaredinnocentafter

beingpunishedforcrimestheydidnotactuallycommit,onlythattheyfailedtodefend

themselvessuccessfully.
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BIBLICALVIEWSONPUNISHMENTS

TheBibletellsusthatGodistheultimaterulerofeveryoneandHehasgivenhumanity

lawstofollow.Thosewhowillfollowthem willberewardedandthosewhoviolatethem

willbepunished.ThebookofDeuteronomyteachesusblessingsforobedienceand

cursesfordisobedience(Deutr.28).

GodwantspeopletoloveHim,Heisalsoajustone,punishingthosewhobreakHis

commandmentse.g.InEx.32GodpunishedtheIsraelitesformakingagoldenbullin

form ofaGod.

Intheoldtestament,Godsays;childrenmayalsobepunishedforthesinsoftheir

parentsiftheydonotdissociatefrom theirparents;Ex20:5-6…saysforItheLordyour

God,am ajealousyGod,Punishingthechildrenforthesinsoftheirfathers,tothethird

andfourthgeneration”…..

Nerveless,weshouldknowthatthesameBiblealsotellsusthatwearepersonally

responsiblefortheconsequencesofouractions.AccordingtoDeutr.24:16,apersonisto

bepunishedforthesinshehascommittedandnotforthesinsofanother.

ProphetJeremiahteaches;Insteadeveryonewilldieforthisownsin,whoevereatssour

grapes,hisownteethwillbesetonedge(Jer.31:30).BesidesIsaiahalsoclearlystates

thateveryonewillbepunishedforthewrongsheorshedid(Is.10:1-3).

However,itisdifficulttounderstandwhythegood,honest,andjustpeoplesuffer,while

thewickedprosper.ThebestexplanationseemstobethatthejusticeofGodwillnotbe

doneinthisearthlyworld.

Thewisemaninthebookifproverbssays;”Amanwhofailstouseastickhateshisson;
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themanwhoisfreewithhiscorrectionloveshim (Prov13:24).Sparetherodandspoil

thechild.

AsimilarideaisreiteratedinProverbs23:13-14whichteachesthat;“Donotbecharyof

correctingachild,astrokeofthecaneisnotlikelytokillhim,insteaditmaysavehislife

from sheol.

TheNewtestamenttellsusthatbadpeoplewillbesentofftoeternalpunishment,where

asrighteouspeoplewillgotoeternalhappinessoreternallife(Mt25:46).

InhispreachingJesusemphasizedthefactthatallmenwillhavetogiveaccountonthe

DayofJudgmentforeverycarelesswordtheyhavespoken;forbyyourwordsyouwillbe

acquitted,andbyyourwordsyouwillbecondemned(Mt12:36f).

St.Paulsupportstheviewthatpeoplearerewardedorpunishedfortheiractionswhenhe

states;“ForwemustallappearbeforeChristtobejudgedbyhim,thateachonemay

receivewhatisdonetohim forthethingsdonegoodorbadinbodilylife(2Cor.5:10).

ChristiansarerequiredtoactonbehalfofGod,andpunishwrongdoers.Thishowever

shouldbedonebythoseinauthority.Paulclearlybringsoutthisview,“Forrulersarenot

tobefearedbythosewhodogood,butbythosewhodoevil.Wouldyouliketobe

unafraidofamaninauthority?Thendowhatisgoodandhewillpraiseyou(Rom 13:3).

St.Peterreiteratesthesameideawhenhewrites,“….Submittoeveryhumanauthority,to

theEmperor,thegovernors,whohavebeenappointedbyhim topunishtheevildoersand

topraisethosewhodogood(1Pt.2:13-14)”.

PRUJUDICEANDDISCRIMINATION

Prejudiceistheunfavorableopinionorfeelingformedbeforehandorwithoutknowledge
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andexaminationofthefacts.

Prejudiceisinfactapre-conceivedopinionthatisnotbasedonreasonorexperience,itis

abaselessandusuallynegativeattitudetowardsmembersofacertaingroup.

Discriminationreferstoputtingadistinctionandmakingdifferencesbetweenpeople,on

irrelevantconsiderationssuchasrace,gender,religion,ortribe;whichdeprivesaperson

ofhisorherrights.

However,notallformsofdiscriminationarewrong;Therearesomeformsof

discriminationwhicharenecessaryorbeneficial.Acriminalmayforexamplebe

discriminatedagainstandisolatedforthecommongoodorasajustpenalty.

FORMSOFDISCRIMINATION

Tribaldiscrimination;thisistheethnicloyaltywhichunfairlydiscriminatesagainst

membersofanothertribeorothertribes.Itisusuallymanifestedthroughputting

undeservedfavorsonmembersofone’sethicgroup.InUgandaforexampletheBaganda

havealwaysdiscriminatedagainsttheBanyorooverthelostcountiessince1964.

Racialdiscrimination;Thisistheassumptionthatone’sraceissuperiorthanothers.The

whitesmoreespeciallytheAmericansfeeltheyaresuperiortotheBlackAfricans.That’s

whyintheGenevaconferenceof1948therewasahotseatdebateonwhetherAfricans

wererealhumanbeingslikethewhitesornot!

Religiousdiscrimination;Christiansmaydiscriminateagainstotherdenominationsand

thinkthattheirreligionisthebest.InNigeriaforexamplethereareconstantwars

betweentheMoslemsandChristiansbecausethetworeligionsdiscriminateoneanother.

Sexualdiscrimination;Manysocietiesdisregardwomenandtakethem tobeinferiorto

men.Thisisseeninthelimitededucationopportunitiesforthegirl-child.However,today



49

inUganda,thereisreversediscriminationbecauseofthegovernments’effortstoraise

thestatusofwomen.

Minoritydiscrimination;theunderprivilegedlikethedisabledandrefugeesaretreatedas

inferiorbythemajoritygroupamongwhom theylivebecausetheymaynotbeableto

defendthemselves.

Culturaldiscrimination;someculturesclaim tobesuperiortoothersinvariousideas,

beliefs,andpractices.ManypeoplebelievethattheBagandaaretooproudandthatthey

thinkhighlyofthemselves.

Economicdiscrimination;thefirstworldcountrieslikeAmericaandBritainmay

sometimesexploitthedevelopingcountriesbytryingtocontrolthem andevenusetheir

resources.

Healthdiscrimination;somesickpeoplearediscriminatedandisolatedfrom the

communityonhealthgrounds.InUgandaforexampleintheyear2000,Ebolapatientsin

NorthernUgandawerediscriminatedagainstbecausethediseasewascontagious.

Educational/professionaldiscrimination;Thereisatendencyforthosewithbetter

educationalopportunitiestodespisethosewithlesseducation.Thisissupportedbythe

proverb;”Birdsofthesamefeathersflocktogether”.

Agediscrimination;Inmanysocietiesontheglobalscene,theagedorelderlypeoplehave

beendiscriminatedagainstbybeinglabeledasoutdatedanduseless.Thishasgivenrise

tothegenerationgapbetweentheyoungandtheoldwitheachagegroupdespisingand

underminingtheother.

CASESOFPREJUDICEINSOCIETY

ManywhitesthinkthattheAfricans(blacks)arenotpeopleliketheothers.Forexample,
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intheGenevaconventionof1948therewasadebateonwhetherAfricanswerereal

humanbeingsornot.

ManyUgandansbelievethattheBagandaaretooproudandthattheythinkhighlyof

themselves.ItisallegedthattheformerPresidentofUgandaDr.MiltonObotesaidthat

“AgoodMugandawasadeadone!”

ManypeoplethinkthatBakigaofSouthernUgandaaretoughandrough.Theyareviolent

hencearenotpolished.ThisexplainstheclashesthatusuallytakeplaceinKibaale

DistrictbetweenthenativeBanyoroandtheBakigacommonlyknownas“Bafuruki”.

Thereisalsoaconventionaltendencytobelievethattheprotestantsarealways

dishonestandnotstraightforward.Theyarecunningandcraftyintheirwayofdoing

things.

SomepoliticiansbelievethatCatholicscannotbestaterulers.Theycannotattainthe

highestofficeinthelandbecausetheyarealwaysbackbenchersandthattheyare

drunkards.

ThereisalsoabeliefthattheBanyarwandaarealwayscheatingandstealing.Thiswhyin

manyBagandadramaplays(Katembagroups),thereissometimesaMunyarwanda

characterwhoisalwaysshabbilydressedandbehaveslikeacheat.

TheBasogaandBagishuareusuallytakenbythepopulacetobeveryfreeinsexual

matters.TheformervicepresidentofUgandafrom thelandcontendedthiswhenshe

saidthat,“theBasogamendonotneedViagratogivesexualsatisfactiontothewomen.

Manylaitiesarebelievedtobeverycriticalbytheirleaders;butinturntheyalsotakeall

religiousleaders,priestsandpastorsalike,tobetypicaldictators.



51

CHRISTIANVIEWSABOUTDISCRIMINATION

Thebibleemphasizesequalityofallmenandwomenregardlessoftribe,colourorsex.

ThisistruebecauseallofusarecreatedinthesameimageofGod(Gen1:26).

Thebibleisagainstexploitationandoppressionofthepoor.Godwasforexamplenot

happywiththeplightoftheIsraelitesinEgypt,andhesentMosestosetthem free.

Christiansemphasizeloveforoneanother.Jesusforexamplegavethegreatest

commandment“LovetheLordyourGod….Andloveyourneighbor“(Mt22:34-40).

Jesusisaclearexampleofapersonwhoassociatedwithpeoplefreelywithoutany

discrimination.Heforexampleassociatedfreelywithtaxcollectors,non-Jews,and

womenlikeMaryandMartha.

TheparableofthegoodSamaritan(Lk.10:30-37)givesusagoodroleofaSamaritanand

thebadroleofreligiousleaderswhodiscriminatedagainstSamaritans.

St.Paulgivesnoroom fordiscriminationwhenhesaysthat;thereisneitherJewnor

Greek,thereisneitherslavenorfree,thereisneithermaleorfemale;forallofusareone

inChrist(Gal.3:28).

InhisletteroftheEphesians(Eph.6:1-4)St.Paulexhortschildrentorespectandobey

theirparentsforitistheirduty.Parentsarelikewiseadvisedtobringuptheirchildrenwith

understandingandnotwithanyresentmentordiscrimination.

ThefactisthatChristdiedforallmankind(Rom.5:8)irrespectiveofthegroundsofwhich

wediscriminateourselves,meansthatweareallsinners;andthathecametosaveallof

us.

WhenJesusaskedforadrinkfrom aSamaritanwoman(Jn.4:7-9),thewomanwantedto
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discriminateagainstJesuswhowasaJew;ButforJesus,peopleofalltribesarefirstof

allhumanpersonsandarenottobeseenonlyasmembersofsuchandsuchatribe.

Christiansarethereforecalledupontohaveanopenattitudewithoutanyprejudiceand

discrimination.

BesidesChristiansshouldprayforallthosewhodiscriminateothers,tohaveconversion

ofheart;thatonedaywecanallsingonevoicesaying;“InChristthereisnoEastorWest,

inHim noSouthorNorth………

REFUGEES

CAUSESOFREFUGEES

AccordingtoUnitedNations,refugeesarepersonswhoareforcedtogooutsidetheir

countriesofnationalityduetofearofpersecutionbyreasonsofrace,tribe,orpolitical

opinions.

Politicalinstabilityorcivilwarsforcepeopletoleavetheircountriesoforigin,forsafetyof

theirlives.TheRwanda’scivilgenocidewarof1994causedverymanyHutustoseek

refugeinUgandaandotherneighboringcountries.

Religiousdiscriminationalsomayforcepeopletoseekrefugeinothercountriesforfear

ofbeingpersecutedfortheirfaith.ThepersecutionsofChristiansinSudanbytheArabs

forcedtheChristiantosecedeandform SouthernSudanrepublicin2011.

Politicalvictimizationbythoseinpowerhasalsocausedpeopletoleavetheircountries

oforiginforsafetyoftheirlives.Forexample,MajorRwaboniOkwirifledhiscountry

UgandaasaresultofbeingvictimizedbytheN.R.M forcollaboratingwithFDCmain

oppositionparty.
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Racialdiscriminationhasalsocausedtherefugeeproblem.ThewhiteminorityinSouth

AfricaoppressedandsegregatedagainstthemajorityAfricans.Thisissueofapartheidin

SouthAfricacauseverymanyblackstoleavetheircountryforthesafetyoftheirlivesin

the1980’s.

Geographicalcatastropheslikeearthquakesorlandslideshavealsocausedpeopleto

moveawayfrom theircountriesoforigintolookforsurvivalinothercountries.

Culturalpracticessuchascircumcision,genitalmutilationforwomenetc….alsocause

somepeopletobecomerefugeesinanattempttorunawayfrom suchculturaldemands.

Sexualdiscriminationespeciallyincountrieswherewomenarenotregardedasimportant

asmenmayalsobringaboutarefugeeproblem.Forexample,inIndiaandSaudiArabia,

womenareforcedtobecomerefugeessothattheycanenjoytheirfundamentalhuman

rights.

Somepeoplebecomerefugeesbecauseofrunningawayfrom justiceaftercommitting

seriouscrimessuchasmurderanddefilement.

Unemploymentalsoforcespeopletomoveoutoftheirmothercountriestolookfor

employment.ThisexplainstheinfluxofmanyUgandanstoEuropeancountriesorJapan.

Somepeoplebecomerefugeesbecauseofoccupationalorprofessionaldiscrimination.

ThishasbeenevidentespeciallyindevelopingcountrieswhereBraindrainistheorderof

thedayaspeopletrytolookfor“greenerpastures”indevelopedcountriesinrelationto

theirqualifications.

IMPACTOFTHEREFUGEEPROBLEM
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NEGATIVES

Creationofrefugeecampse.g.KyangwaliinKikuubeDistrict.

Separationoffamilies.

Diseasesincampse.g.CholeraoutbreakinKivuDRC1997.

Populationincreaseandcongestionincamps.

Environmentaldegradation.

Poorlivingconditionsincamps.

Subversiveactsagainsttheircountries.

Greatstrainonthebudget.

Attackbybanditse.g.onDarbarcampinKenya1997.

Frictionbetweenneighboringcountries.

POSITIVES.

Encouragedresearch.

Ruleofjustice/tribunalsestablished.

Improvedrelationsbetweencountriese.g.throughUNHCR.

UNHCRhasbuiltschools,hospitals,repairedroads……

Peaceinitiativesfordiplomaticrelationse.g.Arushapeaceaccord.

Creativityamongtherefugees/skillsdevpt.

Provisionofemploymenttosomepeople(UNCR).

Charityorganizationsinplace

SOLUTIONSTOTHEPROBLEM OFREFUGEES

TheChurchshouldpreachforgivenessandreconciliationamongtheconflictingparties.

Theycanpracticallydothisbyplayingtheroleofarbitrationormediation.
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Thepracticeofdemocracyandtheruleoflawcanenhancepoliticalstabilitythus

reducingtherateofrefugees.

ThechurchshouldpreachloveamongthepeopleofGod,asthiswouldcurtailconflict

emanatingfrom tribalism,racism etc…hencethisactingasasolutiontotherefugee

problem.

TheprovisionofsocialserviceswithoutdiscriminationbytheGovernmentandNGO’s

shouldbeencouraged,asthisofcoursewouldreduceontherateofrefugees.

Thelegislatureshouldformulatejustandfairlawswhichwillgivefreedomstotheir

peopleintheirowncountryandwillthereforenotlookforwardtobecomingrefugees.

Thechurchshouldencouragethefairdistributionofburdensandhonors,employment

opportunities,plusothernationalresources.

Christianscanalsosolvetheproblem ofrefugeesbyprayingtoGodforasolution.They

shouldprayfortherefugeestohaveperseverance,butalsoprayforthepeoplewhoforce

otherstobecomerefugees,sothattheymayhaveconvertedhearts.

Theproblem ofrefugeescanalsobesolvedthroughrespectingthefundamentalhuman

rightssuchastherighttolife,freedom ofpress,andfreedom ofassociation.

Thechurchandgovernmentshouldtrytoprovidefortherefugeesintermsoffood,

shelter,medicalcare,andcounselingamongothers.

Thechurchshouldadvisegovernmenttoimproveontheremunerationoftheemployees.

Employeesshouldbepaidaccordingtotheirqualificationsandtheworkdonesothat

peoplestopmovingoutoftheirmothercountriestolookforgreenerpastures.

Thosepersecutedonthebasisoftheirfaithshouldbeadvisedbythechurchtoendure
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sinceChristwasalsopersecutedbutdidnotgiveupandfinallybecamevictorious.

THENATIONANDTHESTATE

Anationisalargecommunityofpeoplewhoareunitedbytiesofblood,acommon

language,andacommonculture;usuallyhavingapoliticalcharacterorpolitical

aspirations.

Astateisanorganizedpoliticalcommunityunderonegovernmentusuallymadeupof

verymanynationsorpeoples,boundtogetherbycommonmaterialinterestsbuthaving

littleornothingincommonasregardsorigins,languageandculture.

Nationbuildingreferstothedrawingtogetherofpeopleofdifferentethnicgroupsintoa

unitybasedonacommonculture,andultimatelythroughintermarriages.

TheGovernmentontheotherhandisabodywhichhastheauthoritytoconductthe

policyactions,andaffairsofthestate.

Itisnotgoodforallpowertobeconcentratedinthehandsofoneindividualorasmall

groupofpeopleandbecauseofthisreasonthereareusuallythreedifferentbranchesof

thegovernmenti.e.thelegislature,theexecutive,andthejudiciary.

Thelegislatureisthenationalassemblyorparliamentwhichisthelaw-makingbodyin

anygivencountry.Inotherwords,itisthepolicy-makingbody.

Theexecutive,commonlyreferredtoasgovernmentisusuallycomprisedofthepresident

orprimeministerwithcabinetministersandahierarchyofcivilservantswhoimplement

whathasbeenplannedordecided.

TheJudiciaryisanindependentorganofthegovernmentwhichisusuallycomprisedof



57

thejudgesofthecountry,thecourtsoflaw,thepolice,andtheprisons.Itsprimaryroleis

tomaintainlawandorderandtoensurethatthegovernmentisanswerabletoits

legislators/nationalassembly/parliament.

FAMILYOFNATIONS

From agescradlemenandwomenhavecometorealizetheircommonhumanityand

interdependenceinthisworld.

Thedevelopmentofrapidmeansofcommunicationandtransport(e.g.MTNandAero

plane),TheShockOfThetwoworldwars,thespreadofmodernscientificdiscoveries,

haveallledtoawidespreadrealizationthatmankindinhabitsonevastglobalvillage.

TheestablishmentofUnitedNationsOrganizationwithitsvariousbranchesisthebest

secularexampleofmankindunderstandingofhisunityindiversity;andofthedesirefor

worldwidepeaceandjusticeplusequalhumandevelopmentforallpeople.

Thefactthatwearehumanbeingsbeforewearecitizensofanyparticularcountryisa

clearindicationoftheinherentdesireforallofustobelongtoonefamilyofNations,

regardlessofourdifferencesinrace,sex,andideology.

Inthepastbutalsotoday,wearewitnessingthegrossviolationofhumanrights

perpetratedbytheagentsofdifferentstates.Forexample,theattackonthepentagonin

USAbytheterroristsin2001leftverymanyinnocentpeopledead!Shouldn’tthiskindof

terrorism callforaninternationalconcern?

IntherecentpastwehavehadapartheidinSouthAfrica;todaywecanfocusontheplight

ofmillionsofrefugeesindifferentpartsofthisworld;Alltheseandothersindeedarea

issueswhichshouldnotbeignored,butdealtwithbytheentirefamilyofNations.
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Therefore,politicalgroupingsevolvebecauseindividualsandfamiliesorothergroups

whichcomposethepoliticalgroupareawarethattheyareinsufficient,ontheirown,to

establishafullyhumanenvironmentandtomakethisenvironmentabetterplacetolive

in.

Everypoliticalsocietyhastwodistinctivefeatures:-

(a)Thereisacommunitymadeupoffamilieswhichrecognizetheirdependenceon

oneanother.

(b)Acommonauthoritywhichisrecognizedashavingpowertodirectthemembers

towardsacommongoalofwell-beingandhavingthedutytoguaranteethe

securityofindividualsandfamiliesagainstanyform ofinjustice.

CHRISTIANVIEWSONTHEWORLDASONEFAMILYOFNATIONS

Despitetheracialdifferences,allmankindoriginatedfrom AdmanandEve.Therefore,we

areallmembersofthesamefamily.

TheevangelistMatthewinchapter6:9-15presentsourLord’sprayerwhichclearlyshows

thatwehavethesameFatherandassuchwearebrotherandsisters.

AllhumanbeingswerecreatedbyoneGodregardlessofsex,race,orskincolour,anditis

factualthatwewereallcreatedinGod‘simage(Gen.1:24).

AccordingtoProphetIsaiah,allnationsshallbeworshiponeGod(Is.2:1-4).NoNation

shallrisetofightanotheroneandnevertoprepareforbattleagain.

Jesus’lawofloveforneighborembracesallpeopleofallnationsoftheworldregardless

ofthedifferentstateswebelongto.

John’smessageisthesametoallnations“ForGodsolovedtheworldthatHesentHis
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onlybegottensonandthattheworldmightbesavedthroughhim (Jn.3:16).

ProphetJeremiahwascalledtobeaprophetofallNationsoftheworld(Jer.1:3)andnot

ofaparticularNation.

Themissionofthechurchistopreachthegoodnewstoallnationsoftheworldandto

bringpeaceamongthem.

Jesus’ministrywasnotconfinedtotheJewsalonebutalsototheGentiles,andindeedto

allnationsoftheworld.

Inhisteaching,St.PaulobservedthatmankindhassinnedandfallenshortofGod’sglory.

Therefore,weallneedredemptionaspeopleofallnationsoftheworld.

ThePsalmistsaysthattheworldisforGod(Ps.24:1)andallthatisinit.Therefore,all

nationsasafamilybelongtoGod.

Lastlybutbynomeanstheleast,theatonementdeathandresurrectionofJesusChristis

asourceofredemptiontoallnationsoftheworldasrecordedinRomans3:23-24.

THECONCEPTOFAJUSTWAR

Ajustwarisanaggressionoraviolencewhichisunavoidablebecauseofthedemand

andthepopularsupportbythemassesinagivencountry.

Itisawayofgettingridofviolationofhumanrightsbythegovernmentoranybodyin

authority.Itisthusawaraimedatrestoringhumanfreedomsandmaintenanceofhuman

rights.

Ajustwaraimsatsavingthelivesofinnocentpeopleforexampletheoppressed,the
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internallydisplacedpeopleandtherefugees.

Itisawaragainstallformsofcorruptionlikeabuseofoffice,fraud,embezzlement,

Bribery,sectarianism,graft,bid–rigging,kickbacksetc.

Itisawarthatiscarriedoutforthewelfareofthemajorityofcitizensofagivencountry

andnotmerelyforpersonalinterests.

Ajustwaristhatonewhereenemiesaretreatedwithcompassionandlove.Itisawar

whichdoesnotviolatethebiblicalprinciplesofloveandjustice.

Itisawarthatisaimedatdefendingtheconstitutionandtheruleoflawinagiven

country.Thepurposeistorestoreconstitutionalgovernanceinthataffectedcountry.

Ajustwaraimsatinstillingmoralsinthegovernmentofficialsandthecitizensatlarge.

Therefore,inparticipatinginthiswar,certainethicalprinciplesmustbefollowed.

Italsoaimsatsavingtheendangeredspeciesorthethreatenedpeopleliketheminority

groupsinsomecountriesortheincarceratedwithouttrial.

Ajustwarmusthavecleargoalswhichareacceptedbythemajorityofcitizens.Those

whodonotaccepttheirgoalsshouldnotbecoercedtojoininthewar,insteadtheir

opinionsshouldberespected.

Ajustwarisfoughtasalastresort.Thismeansthatitisusedafterallotherpeaceful

measureshavefailed.Thisisbecausetheaim ofajustwaristorestorepeaceand

justiceinsociety.

CONDITIONSFORAJUSTWAR
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SomeChristianswhobelievethatwherenecessaryonemaywageawarorfightinit,add

thatsuchawarshouldbeajustone.

WhereaswarisneverrightforaChristianbecauseitisverycostlyintermsofhumanlife,

property,andthesufferingitcauses,therearesituationswhenalesserevilmustbetaken

ratherthannotfightingatall.

Insituationswherebringingaboutjusticemightdemandwar,therearecertainconditions

thatmustbefollowedandwhentheyarefulfilledsuchaswarisdescribedasajustwar.

Ajustwarmustbefoughtforajustcause.

Thismeansthattheremustbeaseriousreasonforthiswar,forexampleawarfoughtin

self-defensewhenastatehasbeenattackedbyanother.

Itmustbefoughtbyaproperauthority.Thismeansthatnotanyoneoranygroupcould

declarewar;itisonlythegovernmentthatshouldwagewarsinceitistheonlyproper

authorityinthestate.

Ajustwarmustbefoughtwithrightandjustintent.Thismeansthattheintentionsbehind

thewarmustbegood.Ifwarforexampleiswagedforaggressionpurposes,thenoneis

notmorallyjustifiedtotakepartinit.

Ajustwarmustbeonewhichisfoughtwithareasonablechanceofsuccess.Aswehave

alreadyseenwarisveryexpensiveandsothereisnopointindeclaringwarwhichislikely

tofailtoachieveitsobjectiveofestablishingjustice.

Thiswarmustbefoughttoensureabetterfuturethancouldbehopedforwithoutawar.

Ifwardoesnotsucceed,itisnotlikelytocreateabetterfuture.

Thismeansthatbenefitsofthewarshouldbeforthemajorityofthecitizens.

Ajustwarmustbefoughtbyjustmeans.Onlyappropriateandrecognizedforceshould
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beused.Thismeansonlysoldiersmayfightinthiswar.Theuseofchildren’sforces

commonlyknownas“Kadogos”shouldbecondemnedinthestrongesttermspossible.

Thereshouldbeasufficientproportionbetweenthegoodtobeaccomplishedandthe

accompanyingevilcosts.Thismeansthatthecostofajustwarshouldnotbegreater

thanthebenefitsderivedform suchawar.Besides,themeansusedmustalsobein

proportiontotheendresults.

Ajustwarmustbefoughtfollowingtheinternationallyagreedprinciples.Thismeansthat

theconventionallyagreedpreceptsregulatingwarmustbeobeyed.Forexample,itwas

agreedtoburntheuseofnuclearweaponsduringwar(i.e.aftertheendofthe2ndworld

warin1945).

Duringthewar,theevileffectsmustnotbeintendedinthemselvesbutonlypermittedas

abyproduct.Forinstance,innocentpeopleandnoncombatantsmustbeprotectedand

shouldnotbeharmedatall.

Ajustwarmustbeusedasalastresortwhenotherpeacefulwaysofresolvingthe

problemshavefailed.Theseotherpeacefulwayswhichshouldbetriedfirstinclude:

negotiations,mediation,arbitration,diplomaticpressure,economicsanctions,ultimatums,

courtsoflawandtheinterventionbyinternationalorganizations.

Itshouldbenotedthattobejust,alltheabove-mentionedconditionsmustbefulfilled.Ifa

numberorevenoneoftheseismissing,thensuchawarisnotajustone,andthereforeit

shouldnotbewaged;andapersonisnotmorallyjustifiedtotakepartinit.

CAUSESOFARMEDCONFLICTSORWARINTHEWORLD

Thedifferencesinideology.Thesedifferencesmayeitherbepoliticaloreconomical.

Theyhaveledtoarmedconflictsparticularlyindevelopingcountries.Forexample,beliefs
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inMarxism againstcapitalism haveledtocoldwarsinRwandaandtheDemocratic

RepublicofCongo.

Mistrustandfearamongsomecountries.Thissituationcontinuestoexistbetween

variouscountriesbecauseoftheexistenceofstocksofdeadlynuclearweapons,andof

largearmies,airforces,andnavieswhicharestillmaintainedespeciallybythe

superpowers.

Economicoppressionofthepoorbytherich.Thereisanxietyandfearintheless

developedcountriesthattheymaybedominatedandoppressedeconomicallybythe

richerandmoredevelopedcountries.

Differencesinethnicity.InsomecountrieslikeRwanda,onetribemayconsideritself

superiortoothersandthereforeentitledtoruletherest.Thisforexampleledtothe1994

genocideinRwanda.

Religiousfundamentalism leadingtopersecution.Thisistheexclusionofonegroupor

anotherinthenameofreligion.IncountrieslikeNigeriamanypeoplecontinuetolose

theirlivesbecauseoftheconflictsbetweenChristiansandMoslems.

Greedforpowerleadingtocoupd’état.Somepoliticianswanttograbpowerbyallmeans

includingviolence.Thisleadstodictatorship,militarism,eliminationofcompetitionand

exclusionofothersform powersharing.

Unbalancedresourceendovements.SincetheAfricanstatestendtoownmostofthe

valuableresources,ourstatesareusuallycoercedwithviolencewiththeintentionto

controlourresources.

Corruptionwithimpunity.Thisisthediversionfrom thesetoracceptednormsinthe

courseofperformanceofone’sdutiesforselfishandpersonalgains.Whenthisevilis

unchecked,itwilldefinitelyleadtointernalarmedconflicts.
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Revengementality.Acultureofintoleranceandprejudicehasdevelopedinmanyless

developedcountriesassuccessiveregimescarryoutrevengeonallthoserelatedtothe

governmentthatwasoverthrown.

DictatorialorTotalitarianregimes.Thisaremanifestedthroughthebrutalpoliciesoftheir

securityorgans.Dictatorialregimesoftenbreedoppositionmilitarygroupsleadingtowar

andviolence.

ViolationofHumanrights.Thegrossviolationofhumanrightsespeciallytherighttolive

hasalsobeenamajorcauseofarmedconflicts.

Othercausesofarmedconflictsmayinclude:abjectpoverty,unemployment,moraldecay,

excessiveambitionsandsoonandsoforth,thelistisendless.

DISADVANTAGESOFARMEDCONFLICTSORWAR

WarisSatan’sweaponfordestroyinglife.ItisforexampleagainstGod’scommandment

intheBible,“Thoushallnotkill(Ex.20:13)”

Warcreatessufferinganddestabilizespeoples’settledlives.Forexample,theSeptember

11th2001bombingsonthePentagoninUSAcreatedmuchsufferingsanddisabilities

amongAmericannationals.

Inwar,theprisonersofwararemistreatedassubjectsandnotasequals.Infact,theyare

torturedandmistreatedbeforetheyarekilled.

Warisaman’sdisparateattempttosolveproblems.Itisinfactsociety’sfailureinits

judicialsystem andarbitration.
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WarmakesusourownGodtosolveourproblemsandthatwenolongerneedGod’shelp.

ThisisasinofpridelikethatonethePatriarchsexhibitedwhenbuildingthetowerof

Babel(Gen11).

Warcreatesenmitybetweenindividualsandnations.Theenmitythatexistsbetween

IsraelandPalestineisbecauseofthecontinuedconflictsovertheGazastrip.

Povertyandfamineareassociatedwithwarssincethereisinsufficientproductiongoing

onduringthetimeofwar.

Therefugeeproblemsisaworld-wideconcernwhichisactuallyadirectresultofwar.

Manypeoplehavebeenforcedtofleetheircountriesoforiginbecauseofpolitical

persecution.

Thepresenceofwarisassociatedwithvariousformsofsexualturpitudelikerapeand

defilement.Womenwhoareusuallyapreytothispromiscuityaredemeanedor

dehumanized.

Warcreateslongterm geneticeffectsonhumanbeings.Forexample,manychildren

(Kadogos)duringthe1986LiberationwarinUgandalosttheirsenseofhearing.

JUSTIFICATIONOFACHRISTIAN’SINVOLVEMENTINTHEARMY

Byjoiningthearm manbecomesprotectorofotherpeople’slivesandtheirproperties

from theirenemies.InthebookofGenesismanwascommandedtosubduetheworld

(Gen1:28-29).Subduinghasanelementofprotection.

AChristianmayjointhearm inordertosavelifeandproperty.Indoingthismanbecomes

aco-creatorwithGodwhichisbiblicalaccordingtothebookofGenesis

Chap.1:26(createdinGod’simage).
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TheBibleshowsusthechosenpeopleofGodwhosometimesfoughtwarsagainsttheir

enemiesbutdidnotfalloutwithGod.AgoodexampleherearetheIsraeliteswhowentto

warwiththephilistinesandevenhadGod’sprotection.

Byjoiningthearmy,theChristianbuildsafencearoundthecountryfrom enemies,and

thisbringspeaceandhappinesstothecitizens.TheGospelaccordingtoMatthewsays;

“Happyarethosewhoworkforpeace,Godwillcallthem hischildren(Mt.5:9).

IntheBible,thereareindicatorsofpeoplewhoweresoldiersandreligiousatthesame

time.InthebookofActsoftheApostles,therewasamaninCaesareacalledCornelius

whowasacaptainintheItalianRegimentbutwhoatthesametimedidalotofcharity

workandGodwaspleasedwithhim (AA10:1-5).

TheChristiansarethelightandsaltoftheearthandsobyjoiningthearmytheywillgiveit

agooddirectioninasfarasmoralityinthearmyisconcerned.

AChristiandoesnotliveinisolationfrom thecommunityandthenationatlarge.He

shouldthereforetakeuphisconstitutionalresponsibilityofdefendingtheterritorial

integrityofhiscountryincludingcarryingoutotherpeaceinitiatives.

Thearmyisnotonlyforwarbutalsoisusedforotherusefulpurposessuchas

distributionofrelieffoodintimesofcalamitywhichaChristianisjustifiedtoparticipate

in.

Thearmyisalsoimportantinsavingpeopleduringthetimeofdisastersuchasfloods

andlandslides.TheUPDFforexamplegotinvolvedinsavingthelivesofthepeoplewho

wereaffectedbytheBududalandslidesin2011.

AChristianisjustifiedtojointhearmybecausesoldiersareusedtodotoughtaskssuch

asexplorationforpurposesofdevelopment.Soldiersalsohelpinmakingbridgesand
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controllinginfernos.

REASONSWHYACHRISTIANMAYNOTINVOLVEINTHEARMY

InordertobecomeasoldierintheRomanarmy,onehadtoofferasacrificeandalso

swearanallegiancetoCaesarasagod;yetthebookofExodusteachesaChristianto

worshiponlyandonlyoneGodtheAlmighty.

Soldiersmaybecalledupontopickaswordanduseit.ManyChristiansbelievethatthis

isagainsttheteachingofChristwhenhetoldPeterthathewholivesbytheswordwilldie

bythesword(Mt.26:52).

Christiansshouldalwaysrefrainfrom makingwarwithenemies,andwecannotbearto

seeamanbeingkilled,evenifkilledjustlyforkillingisprohibitedforaChristianinthe

bookofExodus:Thoushallnotkill(Ex20:13).

Christiansoldiersareadvisedtorefrainfrom usingtheswordinordertobringabout

justice.Theyriskbeingrejectedandexcommunicatedform thechurch.Clementof

AlexandriawroteinAD217:”Hewhoholdstheswordmustcastitawayandifoneofthe

faithfulbecomesasoldier,hemustberejectedbythechurch,forhehasscornedGod”

DuetotheChristiansconvictionofloveandforgivenessandreconciliation,itbecomes

uncomfortableforthem tojointhearmy.InthesermononthemountJesussaid:”You

havehearditwassaid,youshallloveyourneighborandhateyourenemy;ButIsaythisto

you,”Loveyourenemiesandprayforthosewhopersecuteyou(Mt.5:43ff).

ChristbroughtpeacetomankindwhenhebrokethechainofdeaththusChristiansare

supposedtobepeacemakers.Tertullianintheearly3rdcenturymadeastatement:“For

evenifacenturionbecameasoldiertheLordindisarmingPeterdisarmedeverysoldier”,

hencesuggestingpeacefulwaysofreconciling.
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Warisman’sdisparatewayofsolvingproblems.Itisinconsistentwiththelawofnon-

violenceandnon-resistancewhichwaspreachedandmodeledbyJesusChrist.Geoffrey

chapmaninChristianlivingtodaybook1contendsbysayingthatMahatmaGhandi

believedinsatyagraha,aHinduwordfornon-violence.

TheChristiansdonotjustifytheinvolvementinthearmybecausewarinvolveskilling

whichisasinbeforeGod.AmongthetencommandmentsofGodinthebookofExodus,

there’sonewhichstipulates“thoushallnotkill(Ex.20:13).

WarcreatesenmitybetweenindividualsandnationsthusunjustifiableforaChristian.

Poorrelationshipsarecreatedbetweennationsandstates.JamesexhortsChristiansto

refrainfrom militaryservicewheneverpossibleandnevertoengageinwarfarebecause

warscomefrom covetousness(James(4:1-2).

Inmostcountriesthearmyisassociatedwithimmoralandunethicalbehaviorlikerape,

drugabuse,defilementandprostitution;whichareungodlythusacommittedChristian

shouldneverparticipateinthearmy.

PACIFISM (Nonviolence)

Pacifism referstonon-participationinwarornon-participationinviolentrevolutionswith

anendeavortofindnonviolentmeansofsolvingconflicts.Pacifism isopposedtowar,

militarism,orviolence.

Therearesomepeoplewhobelievethatwarisalwayssowrongthatthereareno

circumstancesinwhichonecouldfightinit.Peoplewhoholdthisviewarecalled

Pacifists.TheyincludepeoplelikeSt.PeterClever,aSpanishPriest,whospentover40

yearsinthe18thcenturyfightingnon-violentlyagainstslaveryinLatinAmerica.
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Pacifistsarguethatwarorparticipationinitiswrongbecauseitviolatesthe

commandmentofGodagainstkilling,andtherequirementoflovingone’sneighborand

one’senemy.JesustaughtinMatthew;“Loveyourenemiesandprayforthosewho

persecuteyou(Mt.5:43ff).

AccordingtoMartinLutherKingJunior,toresistwithoutbitterness,tobecursedandnot

toreply,tobebeatenandnottohitback;isattheheartofthecreedofnon-violence.

WhenPeterattemptedtodefendChristinthegardenofGethsemane,Jesushaltedhim

thusforbiddinghim tohitback.

Intheideologyofnon-violence,themasseshaveaweaponwhichenablesonetoresist

eventhemightiestgovernmentsuccessfully.JesusChristsuccessfullyresistedthe

authorityofPilatewhenheaskedhim”AreyouthekingoftheJews?AndJesusreplied

soyousay”(Jn.18:37).

However,someChristiansconsidernon–violentresistanceasunchristianbecauseitis

alreadyresistancetoauthority.JohnCalvinoneoftheearlychurchreformerssaidthat;

“Standingbyandrefusingtoactwhileharm befallsaneighborisnotavirtuebutavice;”

Sosomeforcemaybeusedoutoflovefortheneighbor.

ButhistoryseemstoindicatethatJusticecanonlybeachievedonlybysomeforceand

byresistingtyranny.Thisistruebecauseoppressorsrarelychangebypeacetalksor

dialogue.

SomeChristianchurchesliketheFriendsandtheMennonitesarecommittedtopacifism

Thismeansthatnomemberofthesechurchescanfightinwar.

Thesememberscanhowevervolunteertoundertakedangerousorunpleasantdutieslike

givingmedicalassistancetothoseinjuredinwarorburyingthosewhohavediedinwar.
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Therefore,whereaseverypersonhasarighttoenjoythebenefitsofcommunallivingand

thecommongoodinthestate,onealsohastheobligationtocontributetothecommon

goodwhichis“Peace”.

BIBLICALTEACHINGONPEACE

IntheOldTestamentwheretheIsraeliteswereoftenatwarwiththeirneighbours,God

assuredHispeoplethroughtheProphetsthatHeistheGodofpeaceandwouldgive

them peaceasweread:“Themountainsandthehillsmaycrumblebutmyloveforyou

willneverend,IwillkeepforevermypromiseofpeacesosaystheLordwholoves

you”(Is.54:10).

ProphetIsaiahprophesiedthecomingofthemessiahwhohecalledtheprinceofpeace.

Inhisownwordshewrites:“Achildisborntous!asonisgiventous!Andhewillbeour

ruler,Hewillbecalledwonderfulcounselor,mightyGod,eternalfather,andprinceof

peace”(Is9:6).

HoseaalsoprophesiedpeaceforthenationofIsraelwhenhewrote:“AtthattimeIwill

makeacovenantwithallthewildanimalsandbirds,sotheywillnotharm mypeople.I

willalsoremoveallweaponsofwarfrom theland,allswordsandbows,andIwillletmy

peopleliveinpeaceandsafety(Ho.2:18).

TheNewTestamentopenswithabigmessageofpeaceforallmankindatthebirthof

JesusChristastheangelssang”GlorytoGodinthehighestheaven,andpeaceonearth

tothosewithwhom heispleased(Lk.2:13-1).

JesuswhosaidhehadcometoestablishtheKingdom ofGodonearth,taughtusthat

thiskingdom ofGodonearth,taughtusthatthisKingdom wouldbecharacterizedby

Justice,loveandpeace.That’swhyhetaughtustoloveourenemiesandprayforall

thosewhopersecuteusintheinterestofpeace.(Mt.5:44).
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IntheBeatitudeswhilegivingtheSermonontheMount,Jesustaughtthat;“Happyare

thosewhoworkforpeace,Godwillcallthem Hischildren(Mt5:9).

JesusChristcametobringpeaceandreconciliationbetweenGodtheFatherand

mankind.Hecametobringlifethatwemighthavelifeandhaveitinitsfullness(Jn10:10).

Inhisfarewelldiscourses,andwhenJesussawhowhisapostleswereworriedand

frightened,Hecomfortedthem saying:”PeaceiswhatIleavewithyou,itismyownpeace

thatIgiveyou;Donotbeworriedandupset,donotbeafraid……(Jn.14:27).

JesusChristrecognizedtheimportanceofpeaceinhumanlife;that’swhyheleftitasa

greetingtohisfollowers.Duringtheapparitions,beforehisascensiontohisFatherin

heavenfollowers.Duringtheapparitions,beforehisascensiontohisfatherinheaven,he

greetedthem:“Peacebewithyou”andaftersayingthisheshowedthem hishandsand

hisside….(Jn.20:19ff).

JesuschallengedtheMosaiclawintheinterestofpeacewhenhesaid:“Youhaveheard

thatitwassaid;Aneyeforaneye,atoothforatooth;ButIsaythistoyou,Donottake

anyrevengeonsomeonewhowrongsyou,Ifanyoneslapsyouontheright

cheek…(Mt.5:38-39).

JesusdidnotusewarandviolenceasameansofestablishingGod’sKingdom.Infact

thosewhoadvocateforpeaceusuallyrefertotheincidentofPetercuttingoffthe

soldier’searinordertodefendJesusfrom hisenemies.Jesusstoppedhim inthe

interestofpeace(Mt.26:52)

Christiansarecalledupontosacrificethemselvesinordertobringaboutpeace.That’s

whyJesustaughtthat;“Anyonewhowantstocomewithmemustforgetself,takeuphis

crossandfollowme(Mk.8:34).
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THERIGHTSANDDUTIESOFCITIZENS

Arightisamoralpowerofapersontohave,ortodo,ortodemandsomethingfrom

anther,toholdortoexactsomethingortoomitdoingsomething.Butthisdefinitionis

from thesubjectivepointofview.

However,from theobjectivepointofviewarightisthatsomethingwhichisowedtoa

humanbeing.Infact,arightissomethinggood,worth-while,importantandvaluable.

Adutyisamoralnecessitytodo,ortoexactsomethingortoomitdoingsomething.A

dutyrestsinthenaturallaws,somethingyoufeelisyourmoralorlegalresponsibility.

Buttherearenorightswithoutduties.Thismeansthatrightsarecorrelativewithduties.

Infact,thetwoconceptsinlifeareinseparable.Youcannotclaim rightswithouthaving

dutiestoperform.

Ifthecitizenscannotabdicatetheirrights,theyequallycannotabdicatetheirduties.The

universalDeclarationofHumanRightswhichwasdrawnupbytheUnitedNations

GeneralAssemblyin1948atGenevainSwitzerlandhadthistosay:

Everycitizenhasarighttolife,Libertyandsecurity.Thestatemustguaranteethis

security,andshecandothisbymaintainingstabilityinthecountry.Article4ofthe

Uganda’s1995constitutionsays:”Nopersonhasarighttoterminatethelifeofthe

unbornchild…………”.

Everyonehasarighttonationality.Thismeanseverycitizenhasarighttoliveinanypart

ofthecountrywithoutanydiscrimination,provideditiswithinthelimitsofthelaw.

Menandwomenoffullsizeandfullagehavearighttomarryandfoundafamily.The

descriptionoffullagevariesfrom societytosociety.Article31ofthe1995Uganda’s

constitutionstipulates:”Menandwomenoftheageof18yearsandabovehavearightto



73

marryandfoundafamily”.

Everyonehastherighttoownpropertyeitheraloneorinassociationwithothers.This

meansthatnooneshallbearbitrarilydeprivedofhisorherproperty.Article26ofthe

Uganda’sconstitutioncontends,”Menshouldworkinbetterworkingconditionstoget

incomeinordertopurchasewhattheyfeelnecessary”.

Everycitizenhastherighttoemploymentopportunities.Itisthedutyofthestatetosee

toitthatemploymentopportunitiesareprovidedtoacitizenwithoutanyform of

prejudiceanddiscrimination.

Everycitizenhastherighttofreedom ofthought,conscienceandreligion;thisright

includesfreedom tochangetheirreligionorbelief;andfreedom eitheraloneorin

communitywithothersandinpublicorinprivate,tomanifesthisreligionorbelief,in

teachingpracticeorworship.

Relatedtotheabove,everycitizenhastherighttofreedom ofopinionandexpression,

thisrightincludesthestruggletoseek,receive,andimpactinformationandideasthrough

anymedia.

Everyonehastherighttofreedom ofpeacefulassemblyandassociation.Thismeans

thatnoonemaybecompelledtobelongtoanyassociation,liketheNationalResistance

Movementatonetimein1986triedtocompeleverybodytobelongtotheNational

ResistanceMovement(NRM).Article29oftheUgandansconstitutionsays;”Allpeople

havefreedom toform joinassociationorunions”.

Everycitizenhasarighttojustice.Thismeansthatacitizenshouldhavefairtrialif

accusedofanyoffenceorcrime.Acitizenhasarighttodefyarrestsifthearresting

authorityhasnoproperarrestwarrants.

Mentionshouldbemadeoftherighttohumandignityandprotectionfrom inhuman
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treatment.Thisiscoupledwiththeprotectionfrom slavery,servitude,andforcedlabour.

Inconclusiontherefore,norightifitisagenuinerightcanbetakenaway,exceptbythe

onewhograntedit.Naturalrightsliketherighttolife,sincetheyaregrantedbyGod

throughthenaturallaws,cannotbetakenawaybyhumanauthority,Hencearereferredto

asinalienablerights.

MANIFESTATIONSOFABUSEOFHUMANRIGHTS

Thegrossmistreatmentofprisonersthroughcanningflogging,buffetingoreven

overworkingthem.Thiskindoftorturemilitatesagainstthedignityoftheprisonerwho

wascreatedintheimageofGod.

Detentionintosafehousesanddelayedtrialofthesuspectsbythecourtsoflaw.This

deniesthesuspectstherightofappealbecausejusticedelayedisjusticesdenied.

Wars,armedconflicts,instabilitiesandinsecurityarecommoninAfricanstates.Wehave

fightinginSouthernSudan,NigeriaandEthiopiaandthesehaveledtothedeathofvery

manyinnocentpeople.

Thereisalsovalenceagainstwomenandchildren.Womenaresexuallyharassedbytheir

bossesattheirworkplacesandchildrenaresometimesdeniedthebasicneedsbytheir

parents.

Thedenialbygovernmentthefreedom ofpressandassociation.Acaseinpointisthe

recentpassingofthepublicorderandmanagementbillbytheninthparliamentofUganda.

Poorworkingconditionsespeciallyintheprivateinstitutionsmanifestedthroughmeager

pay,delayedpaymentsorterminationofservicesatwillbytheemployer.
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Unjusteconomicpolicieswhichexcludethemajorityofthepopulationandthepolitical

policieswhichfavourdictatorship,oppressionhavealsobeenresponsibleformilitary

violence.

Theunfairtreatmentoftheopponentsbythestatemachinery.InUgandaforexample

duringthewalktoworkdemonstrationsof2011manypeacefuldemonstratorswere

buffetedandonewonderswhetherourpoliceforceisreallyanti-riotpoliceorrioting

police!

Burningofpoliticalpartiesthusviolatingthehumanrighttoassociate.Thisistrue

becausedemocracymeanssupportingallthemultipartyusingthenationalbudget.

PreventingtheKabakaofBugandafrom visitinghissubjects.In2009therewere

demonstrationsinBugandawhentheKabakawaspreventedfrom goingtoKayunga

Somepeoplewereincarceratedtilltodayandhaveneverbeenprosecutedincourtsof

law.

CAUSESOFVIOLATIONOFHUMANRIGHTS

Themilitarizationofpoliticsatalllevelsespeciallyduringelections.Thismeansthat

somepartiesusesoldiersandmilitarypolicetointimidateandharassthevoters.During

the2001presidentialelectionsNRM usedtheKalangalaactionplanledbyMajorKakooza

Mutale.

Thedesireofundemocraticgovernmentstoremaininpoweralsoleadstoviolationof

humanrightsespeciallytherightoffreedom toassociatedandfightforajustcause.The

NRM governmentwhichhasbeeninpowerfornow28yearsandthepassingofthebillon

publicorderandmanagement2013.

Thepredominanthighlevelsofilliteracyindevelopingcountrieswheremanypeopledo
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notknowhowtoreadandwrite.Thisdebarsmanyfrom knowingtheirrightsand

consequentlytheydonotdefendthem.

Thegeneralmoraldegenerationinthesocietyalsoleadstoviolationofhumanrights.

Manypeoplenolongerfeelguiltywhentheycarryoutsomeevilactions,andtheyareno

longerawarethatwhattheyaredoingisevil.

Theconspicuouslyincreasedcasesofviolationofhumanrightscanalsobelinkedto

abuseofdrugs.Manypeoplewhoareaddictedtodrugsendupcommutingcrimessuch

asrapeanddefilement.

Povertyhasalsoledtotheviolationofhumanrights.Thepoorpeopledonothingwhen

theirrightsarebeingmuzzledbystatemachinerybecausetheyareeconomicallyunable

todefendthemselves.

Theincreasinglevelofpermissivenessinsocietyhasalsoledtoviolationofhumanrights.

Libertytodoanythingregardlessofitseffectsonthesocietylikeundressingofwomen

whowearminiskirts!

Theseparationofeducationfrom religionleadingtouncertaintyaboutthepurposedof

life.Thereisalsoafalseconfrontationbetweenscienceandreligionleadingto

secularism.Thishaspavedwayforsomepeopletobecomeaffluenteveninthewrong

waysthusviolatinghumanrights.

Thebreakdownofthetraditionalculturalordercoupledwiththeerosionofculturalnorms

andvaluessuchasinformaleducationinform ofriddlesandproverbs.

ChinuaAchebein“Thingsfallapart”contendswhenhesays;”Thewhitemanhasputa

knifeonthingsthatheldustogether”….

Theneo-colonialpoliciessuchasretrenchmentanddemobilizationbyworldbankhave

alsoledtoviolationofhumanrightsinform oflossofasourceoflivelihoodi.e.
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unemployment.

SOLUTIONSTOABUSEOFHUMANRIGHTS

Thegovernmentshouldempowerorganizationsthatdealwiththeprotectionand

promotionofhumanrights.TheUgandaHumanrightscommissionforinstanceshould

begiventheindependencetofightforhumanrightswithoutfearorfavour.

Allofusarecalledupontomakerecoursetoprayer.Allbelieversshouldearnestlypray

forrealpeaceandtranquilityinourstates.Indoingthisweshouldprayforevildoersand

theself-centered,sothattheymaylistentoGodandrepentandbecomegoodcitizens.

Thegovernmenttogetherwiththechurchshouldworktogetherandcarryoutpeacetalks

inordertoreducetheconspicuouslyincreasedrebelactivitiesinournations.Archbishop

JohnBaptistOdamaoftheEcclesiasticalprovinceofGuluinNorthernUgandagivesusa

goodexamplewhenheacceptedtomediatebetweentheLRArebelsledbyKonyandthe

NRM governmentofUganda.

Thegovernmentshouldenacthumanitarianlawsinordertopreservehumanityinall

circumstances.Evenwherethereareconflicts,suchlawsshouldbegearedtowards

creatingpeaceinthemidstofconflicts.

Humanitarianinterventionshouldbepermittedespeciallyinstateswherethoseinpower

areresponsibleforhumanrightsviolations.AcaseinpointwasinRwandawherethere

wasgenocidein1994.Outsideinterventionwasnecessarytostoptheabuseandto

preserveinternationalsecurity.

Thegovernmentshouldsensitizeitscitizensabouttheirrightsandobligations.Thiscan

bedonethroughseminarsandworkshops.Itcanalsobedonethroughcadre

developmentcourses.Thissaidanddone,thecitizenswillbeinpositiontodefendtheir
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rights.

Itisthedutyofcitizenstoreporthumanrightsabuserstorelevantauthorities.Thisisso

becausethepreservationofhumanrightsneedsacombinedeffort.Itshouldtherefore

nottobelefttothepolicealone.

Thegovernmentshouldallowfreedom ofpressbecausemediaisaverypowerful

weaponinfosteringhumanrights.Everycitizenhasarighttofreedom ofopinionand

expressionaccordingtotheUniversaldeclarationonhumanrights.

Governmentshouldsetuppublicaccountscommitteesaswellastheofficeofthe

InspectorGeneralofGovernment(IGG)toinvestigatethemisuseofpublicfundsaswell

asabuseofhumanrights.

Thechurchshouldplayherpropheticroleofpointingoutabusesofhumanrightsand

advisingthepoliticalleaderswhoareinchargeofthetemporalneedstodesistfrom

abuseofhumanrights.Thechurchhastherighttopassmoraljudgment,evenonmatters

touchingthepoliticalorderaccordingtoGaudium etSpesNo.76.

Theothersolutiontoabuseofhumanrightsbutinoutlineform includethefollowing:-

Encouragingwomentoparticipateineconomic,politicalandsocialissuesofthe

country.

Encouragingdemocracy,constitutionalism andtheruleoflaw.

Recruitingwellbehavedcitizensintothecivilserviceaswellasthearmyandthe

police.

Reducingbureaucracyinpublicofficesinordertoavertcorrupttendencies.

Arrestingdrugabusersandconfiningthem inasolitaryplace.

Reducingpovertybysupportingsustainabledevelopmentgoals(SDG’s).

Speedinguptherateoftryingthosebroughttothecourtsoflawforbeing

suspectedofviolatinghumanrights.
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