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How to increase housing supply (ordered by time and cost)

• Bring vacant units into use--little cost, very short term

• Repair damaged units--less expensive and takes less time than building new

• Repurposing existing buildings such as hostels--less expensive and takes less time than building 
new

• New construction--most expensive and takes more time
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Improving new housing supply
WBG Value Proposition
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GPURL (Global Planning, Urban, Resilience and Land Practice)
Develops programs to help client countries tackle urban planning, disaster risk 

management, resilience and land challenges

FCI (Financial Competitiveness & Innovation) 
Works mainly with governments (and private sector) to improve financial stability, 

access to finance and risk management including housing finance

IFC FIG*
Works with financial institutions  to 
grow and deepen housing finance 

solutions

IFC MAS*

End-user 
finance

IFC MAS*
Works with developers and 

building materials manufacturers 
to grow housing supply

IFC Upstream
Works on reforms/upstream projects that have a clear 
line of sight to an IFC investment including in housing

IFC Cities, INR and PPPs1

Note: 1IFC’s Cities Initiative develops long-term relationships with mayors working with them to develop and implement solutions for key urban infrastructure challenges. Client relationship managers 
coordinate across IFC’s investment and advisory services teams, PPP and WB colleagues to deliver holistic solutions for infrastructure development.  
 *IFC Upstream can also develop MAS / FIG projects in these highlighted areas of the value chain as long as they are initiatives that will lead to an IFC investment in the next 5 years



5



6

Questions?

Ellen Hamilton
Lead Urban Specialist

ehamilton@worldbank.org


