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INTRODUCTORY NOTE

The aim of these lessons is to present the essential
doctrines of the everlasting gospel in their direct relation to
the person of Christ, in order that the student may see and
lay hold upon the truth as it is in Jesus. No effort has been
made to develop a scheme of systematic theology, and there
is no discussion of a merely abstract theology; but the
emphasis has been placed upon the meaning of the
revelation of Christ as an experience in the life. A doctrine
which is a mere theological proposition has no power to
deliver one from the bondage of sin, and does not impart
that peace and rest which are found in Christ. If lie is to be to
us a Savior from sin, we must receive him as "the way, the
truth, and the life," and we must not permit the knowledge of
doctrines about him to obscure him in his blessed, fullness.
In all our study we must behold with a clear vision "the Lamb
of God, that takes away the sin of the world."

Only the Holy Spirit, the promised teacher of the truth, van
make known to us "the deep things of God," and his aid
should be definitely sought when we attempt to comprehend
the revelation of Christ in the Scriptures. Every lesson
should he studied and taught in the atmosphere of prayer.

All quotations in the notes taken from the spirit of
prophecy are duly credited to book and page. The other
quotations have been selected from many sources, but as
they are not given as authority, but are used merely for the
expression of the thought, no credit has been given. It is the
earnest hope of both the writer and the publishers that these



studies that they may prove to be a spiritual blessing to
those who use them. W. W. P.
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[Graphic of man rejecting a throne to accept Christ and

the cross, with caption, "God forbid that | should glory, save
in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ."]

Section -THE WORD OF GOD

LESSON ONE The Need of a Revelation

1. An adequate knowledge of God cannot be obtained
through the unaided intellect of man. Job 11:7-9 (read RV,
margin); Job 23:8, 9; 1 Corinthians 2:7-12; Romans 11:33;
Ecclesiastes 8:17; Job 36:26; 37:23. Ephesians 4:18.

2. Man must search, but God gives the knowledge.
Proverbs 2:1-6.

3. This knowledge is imparted by revelation from God.
Daniel 2:22, 28; Deuteronomy 29:29; Ephesians 3:3-5;
Romans 1:17; Matthew 11:25; John 17:8; Romans 16:25, 26.

4. This revelation has been preserved for us in the Bible.
Revelation 1:1, 2; Psalm 119:105.

NOTE: A revelation absolutely necessary in order to know God

We can only know what the mind of God is toward a sinful
creature by a revelation of that mind. 'For who hath known
the mind of the Lord?' Romans 11:34. In fact, to know God at
all, we must have a revelation. 'For who by searching can
find out God?' Job 11:7. 'No man knows the Father save the
Son, and he to whomsoever the Son shall reveal him.'
Matthew 11:27. We can only know whether there be
forgiveness with God by revelation. Psalm 130:4; Exodus
34:7; Daniel 9:9; 1 John 1:9.

"Only by revelation can we know the method of the divine
grace. Romans 1:17. Indeed, all the unseen and eternal
things which most deeply concern us are matters of pure
revelation. 1 Corinthians 11:9,10. But for the revelation which



God has given us by his Son Jesus Christ, what could we
know of heaven or hell, of the state of the dead, of life and
immortality, or of any of the things that 'must shortly come to
pass' Revelation 1:1; 22:66

"It is well to remember that the current and popular
opinions held and advanced by men on all these great
questions are modified imaginings, drawn from the revelation
God has made in his word. Therefore, instead of listening to
what man may say, or caring for what may be any man's
opinion, let us go direct to the word of God and get
knowledge that is able to make us wise unto salvation. 2
Timothy 3:16."

LESSON TWO The Revelation of God in Nature, in Providence, and in the
Written Word

1. The visible creation is a channel for the revelation of the
invisible. Romans 1:20.

2. The heavens testify of God. Psalm 19:1.

3. The earth and every living thing teach concerning God.
Job 12:7-10.

4. The operations of nature are the acts of a personal
God. Job 36:26-33; Jeremiah 10:12, 13; Acts 14:17; Job
26:7-14.

5. God reveals himself in his control of the affairs of men.
Daniel 4:17, 25, 32; 2:21; Deuteronomy 4:34, 35; Acts
13:17-22; 17:26; |Isaiah 45:1-7.

6. The revelation through the written word is the basis of
certainty. Luke 1:1-4.

7. The written word is the interpreter both of nature and of
providence. John 15:1; Luke 21:29-31; 1 Corinthians 10:11;
Galatians 4:22-26.

NOTES: The testimony of nature

"While the works of nature may arouse us to devotional
feelings, they cannot guide our devotions. They but give



evidence of the existence of an almighty Designer, but they
cannot reveal him to us."

The failure of reason apart from a written revelation

"Confined in our views to the present state, and to
observation alone, or merely to reason without a written
revelation, it is impossible to vindicate the justice of the
controlling power, whether that power be called God or
nature."

Nature under the curse provides only an inadequate revelation,

"All created things, in their original perfection, were an
expression of the thought of God."-"Education," pp. 16, 17.

"Nature still speaks of her Creator. Yet these revelations
are partial and imperfect. And in our fallen state, with
weakened powers and restricted vision, we are incapable of
interpreting aright. We need the fuller revelation of himself
that God has given in his written word."-"Education," p. 17.

"God saw that a clearer revelation than nature was
needed to portray both his personality and his character. He

sent his Son into
,

the world to reveal, so far as could be endured by human
sight, the nature and the attributes of the invisible
God."-"Testimonies for the Church,” Volume 8, p. 265.

"Apart from Christ we are still incapable of interpreting
rightly the language of nature. The most difficult and
humiliating lesson that man has to learn is his own
inefficiency in depending upon human wisdom, and the sure
failure of his efforts to read nature correctly. Of himself he
cannot interpret nature without placing it above God."
"Testimonies for the Church,"” Volume 8, p. 257.

The value of the written revelation



"The written word of God is the grand medium of revealing
to us his will and ways. It penetrates the ages of a put
eternity, and unveils the glories of that which is to come. It
opens out to our adoring view the mysteries of the divine
name. It lays bare the most secret workings of the human
heart. It reveals the Father; it testifies of the Son; it bears
witness of the Spirit. It unfolds the glorious chart of our
redemption and salvation. It is history, and law, and poetry,
and oratory, and parable, and promise, and prophecy."

"Only the written word of God, confidingly followed in the
progressive stops of its advance, can lead the weakest or
the wisest into the deep blessedness of the life that is in
Christy and into the final glory of the city of God."

LESSON THREE The Inspiration of the Scripture

1. All Scripture is inspired. 2 Timothy 3:16.

2. The prophets spoke for God under the influence of the
Holy Spirit. 2 Peter 1:21; Acts 1:16; 2 Samuel

23:2; Acts 4:24, 25; 28:25; Hebrews 3:7; 10:15; Ephesians
6:17.

3. God spoke through the prophets. Hebrews 1:1, 7, 13,
Jeremiah 9:12; Matthew 1:22; 2:15; Acts 3:18-21; 13:47.

4. The word of God was thus given through the prophets.
Jeremiah 22:1, 2; 23:28; 26:1, 2. Luke 8:21; 11:28; Hebrews
4:12; 1 Thessalonians 2:13.

NOTES: The real Author of Scripture

"Inspired of God means that the Spirit of God is the author
of this Scripture, influencing the men who wrote in such a
manner that their writings are pure and absolute truth."

Inspiration a fact

"The inspiration of Scripture is a fact, not a theory. We find
great difficulty in framing a theory even of those influences of



the Spirit which we ourselves have experienced, such as
regeneration and conversion. How can we, with any degree
of certainty, propound a theory of an influence of which we
have no personal experimental knowledge. We receive the
fact, asserted by the Scriptures themselves, and abundantly
confirmed by them, that, though written by men, they are of
God, and that the ideas they unfold are clothed in such
words as he, in his wisdom and love, intended, so that they
may be safely and fully received as expressing his mind, and
the thoughts which he purposed to convey to us for our
instruction and guidance."

The word of God

"We take the Bible in its entirety with the same assurance
that it is the word of God, as if Jesus Christ himself had
written every word of it, instead of Moses, David, Isaiah,
Ezra, Daniel, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Peter, Paul, and
James. It is all God's word to us; and we receive and
interpret it, not on the authority of any theory, but simply as
the word of God."

God's word written

"There can be no doubt that Christ and his apostles
accepted the whole of the Old Testament as inspired in every
portion of every part; from the first chapter of Genesis to the
last chapter of Malachi, all was implicitly believed to be the
very word of God himself. And ever since their day the view
of the universal Christian church has been that the Bible is
the word of God; as the twentieth article of the Anglican
Church terms it, it is God's word written.

"The Bible as a whole is inspired. 'All that is written is God
inspired.' That is, the Bible does not merely contain the word
of God; it is the word of God. It contains a revelation. 'All is
not revealed, but all is inspired.”



"This is the conservative and, up to the present day, the
almost universal view of the question. There are, it is well
known, many theories of inspiration. But whatever view or
theory of inspiration men may hold, plenary, verbal,
dynamical, mechanical, superintendent, or governmental,
they refer either to the inspiration of the men who wrote, or
to the inspiration of what is written. In one word, they imply
throughout the work of God the Holy Ghost, and are bound
up with the concomitant ideas of authority, veracity, reliability,
and truth divine."

"Thus said the Lord."

"Dr. James H. Brookes is authority for saying that the
phrase, Thus said the Lord,' or its equivalent, is used by
them [the Old Testament writers] 2,000 times. Suppose we
eliminate this phrase and its necessary context from the Old
Testament in every instance, one wonders how much of the
Old Testament would remain."

Life in the word

"God, who 'breathed into man the breath of life and he
became a living soul,' has also breathed into his Book the
breath of life, so that it is 'the word of God which lives and
abides forever."

Christ's view of the Scriptures

"The Lord Jesus, our Savior and our Judge, believed then
in the most complete inspiration of the Scriptures; and for
him the first rule of all hermeneutics, and the
commencement of all exegesis, was this simple maxim, And
the scripture cannot be broken."

One organic whole



"All Scripture is one great organic whole, possessed of the
self same spirit and life, inspired by the Holy Ghost, who saw
the end from the beginning, and who unfolded, through
successive developments, the manifold fullness which
existed from the very earliest commencement of God's
dealings with the children of men."

The divine and the human

"The union of the divine and the human, manifest in
Christ, exists also in the Bible. The truths revealed are all
given by inspiration of God. Yet they are expressed in the
words of men, and are adapted to human needs. Thus it may
be said of the Book of God, as it was of Christ, that "the
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us." And this fact,
so far from being an argument against the Bible, should
strengthen faith in it as the word of God."-"Testimonies for
the Church,” Volume 5, p. 747 .

The present danger

"The danger of our present day, the 'down grade' as it has
been called, of doctrine, of conviction, of the moral
sentiment, a decline more constantly patent as it is more
blatantly proclaimed, does it not find its first step in our lost
hold upon the very inspiration of the word of God?"

The source of authority

"The Bible is authority because in it, from cover to cover,
God is the speaker."

For the common people

"The Bible with its precious gems of truth was not written
for the scholar alone. On the contrary, it was designed for the
common people; and the interpretation given by the common
people, when aided by the Holy Spirit, accords best with the



truth as it is in Jesus. The great truths necessary for
salvation are made clear as the noonday; and none will
mistake and lose their way except those who follow their
own Judgment instead of the plainly revealed will of
God."-"Testimonies for the Church,” Volume 5, p. 331.

The oracles of God

"Men spoke, and thus the words retain the individual
characteristics of those who uttered them; but the inspiring
breath was that of the Holy Ghost, and thus their utterances
are nothing less than the oracles of the living God."

God's voice

"The word of the living God is not merely written, but
spoken. The Bible is God's voice speaking to us, just as
surely as though we could hear it with our ears. If we
realized this, with what awe would we open God's word, and
with what earnestness would we search its precepts! The
reading and contemplation of the Scriptures would be
regarded as an audience with the Infinite One."-"Testimonies
for the Church," Volume 6, p. 393.

LESSON FOUR The Central Theme of the Scriptures

1. Man was created king. Genesis 1:26.

2. As king, man was given a crown of glory. Psalm 8:4-6.

3. Through sin man lost this crown. Romans 3:23.

4. Those who accept the righteousness of Christ will have
this crown restored at the Second Advent of Christ. 1 Peter
5:4; 2 Timothy 4:8.

5. The restoration of the kingdom, which includes the
restoration both of the territory and the character of its
citizens, is the subject of prophecy. Daniel 2:44; 7:13, 14, 27,
2 Samuel 7:12, 13, 16; Isaiah 9:6, 7:1 Luke 1:32-33.



6. It has not yet been accomplished, but will be
accomplished at the Second Advent of Christ. Matthew 6:10;
Acts 1:3, 6; 8:19-21; Revelation 11:15-18.

7. Christ preached concerning the kingdom. Matthew
4:23: 9:35; 13:24, 31, 33, 44, 45, 47; 25:1.

8. The apostles preached concerning the kingdom. Acts
8:12; 19:8; 20:25; 28:23, 30, 31.

9. Just before the end there will be a world-wide
proclamation of the gospel of the kingdom. Matthew 24:14;
Revelation 14:6-14.

NOTES: A history of redemption

"We find in the Bible a history of redemption, or of the
great work of the recovery of mankind from a condition of sin
and ruin which God has been carrying on from age to age."

The redemption plan

"Immeasurably superior in value to the productions 'of any
human author are the Bible writings, even when thus
considered; but of infinitely wider scope, of infinitely greater
value, are they when viewed in their relation to the grand
central thought. Viewed in the light of this thought, every
topic has a new significance. In the most simply stated truths
are involved principles that are as high as heaven and that
compass eternity.

"The central theme of the Bible, the theme about which
every other in the whole book clusters, is the redemption
plan, the restoration in the human soul of the image of God.
Prom the first intimation of hope in the sentence pronounced
in Eden to that last glorious promise of the Revelation, 'They
shall see his face; and his name shall be in their
foreheads' (Revelation 22:4), the burden of every book and
every passage of the Bible is the unfolding of this wondrous
theme. Man's uplifting, the power of God, which gives us the



victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Corinthians
15:57"-"Education," pp. 125, 126.

Jesus and the word

"Jesus is the life and the light of man. The same is true of
the Scriptures. Jesus said: 'The words that | speak unto you,
they are spirit, and they are life.'! The psalmist said, 'Thy
word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.' In an
inexplicable way Jesus is identified with, the word. 'The
Word was God, and the Word became flesh.' And when the
victories of the gospel shall have been finally accomplished,
and Jesus shall assert his regal rights, his name is called,
The Word of God."

The two kingdoms

"As the message of Christ's first advent announced the
kingdom of his grace, so the message of his Second Advent
announces the kingdom of his glory. And the second
message, like the first, is based on the prophecies. The
words of the angel to Daniel relating to the last days were to
be understood in the time of the end. At that time, 'many
shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased.' 'The
wicked shall do wickedly; and none of the wicked shall
understand; but the wise shall understand." The Savior
himself has given signs of his coming, and he says, 'When
you see these things come to pass, know you that the
kingdom of God is nigh at hand." 'And take heed to
yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with
surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so

that day come upon you unawares.' 'Watch
12

ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted
worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass,
and to stand before the Son of man.' Luke 21:31, 34, 309.



"We have reached the period foretold in these scriptures.
The time of the end is come, the visions of the prophets are
unsealed, and their solemn warnings point us to our Lord's
coming in glory as near at hand.

"The Jews misinterpreted and misapplied the word of
God, and they knew not the time of their visitation. The years
of the ministry of Christ and his apostles, the precious last
years of grace to the chosen people, they spent in plotting
the destruction of the Lord's messengers. Earthly ambitions
absorbed them, and the offer of the spiritual kingdom came
to them in vain. So today the kingdom of this world absorbs,
men's thoughts, and they take no note of the rapidly fulfilling
prophecies, and the tokens of the swift-coming kingdom of
God."-"The Desire of Ages," pp. 265, 266.

LESSON FIVE The Central Person in the Scriptures

1. The great purpose of the Old Testament was to bear
witness of Christ. John 5:39, 46; John 1:45; Luke 24:27, 44;
Psalm 40:8.

2. From the beginning of the New Testament to its close
the most prominent name is the name of Jesus Christ.
Matthew 1:1; Revelation 22:21.

3. Under various titles Christ is presented in the Old
Testament. Genesis 3:15; 49:10; Numbers 24:17;
Deuteronomy 18:15; Joshua 5:13-15; Judges 13:3, 17-20;
Isaiah 9:6, 7; Jeremiah 23:5, 6; Daniel 7:13; Zechariah 6:12;
Malachi 3:1.

4. Some of the greatest characters of the Old Testament
were types of Christ. Examples: Adam, Melchizedek,
Joseph, Moses, Joshua, David.

5. The whole purpose of the ancient sanctuary and its
services was to reveal Christ as the Savior of the world. 1
Corinthians 5:7; Hebrews 8:1,2; Colossians 2:16,17;
Hebrews 9:8-14: 8:5, 10:1; 9:23-26; 8:4, 5.



6. The same name is applied to him as to the Holy
Scriptures Mark 7:13; Revelation 19:13.

NOTES: Christ in the word

"If, when we look into the word of God, we do not see
Christ there, we look to no purpose, for he is everywhere in
the book."

Beholding the Redeemer

"As the student of the Bible beholds the Redeemer, there
is awakened in the soul the mysterious power of faith,
adoration, and love. Upon the vision of Christ the gaze is
fixed, and the beholder grows into the likeness of that which

he adores."-"Education," p. 192.
That glorious face

"Thus it is with Christ in the Scriptures, especially in the
Old Testament. Many persons-even many who know Christ-
read rapidly through and over the pages of the book, and
declare that they do not see Christ in them. Well, read it
again and again; look a little more intently upon those sacred
pages; draw a little nearer into the light which the Holy Spirit
gives to them that ask him. Read it on your knees, calling
upon God to open your eyes that you may see wonderful
things out of his law; and presently the beauteous, glorious
face of him whom your soul loves will shine forth upon you.
Sometimes you will see that wondrous face in deep shadow,
marred more than the face of any man; and again lie will
seem fair as the lily of the valley, and his face will shine
above the brightness of the sun."

A prophetic biography



"The whole life of the Savior, from his birth to his
ascension and his sending forth the Spirit, may be narrated
in the words of Moses and the prophets."

A fulfilled outline

"The whole picture of Jesus given us in the Gospels is the
fulfillment of that outline which was sketched in word, and
sign, and fact, in Israel's record. The Gospels declare that
Jesus is he. 'We have found him.' He is come that was to
come. But who and what that glorious and divine he is,
Moses and the prophets explain.”

Christ the substance of Scripture

"Christ being thus the Spirit of Scripture as well as the
Spirit of Israel, the substance of Scripture throughout is
himself. All divine revelations have Christ not merely for their
Mediator, but for their center. We have not merely a
succession of prophetic announcements of his coming, his
work, and glory, but in all God's dealings with Israel he
revealed himself to them in Christ."

Christ the center of scripture

"Christ is the center of all Scripture, as he is the center of
all God's purposes and counsels. The four evangelists take
up the life and
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the moral glory of the Son of man, and they place it

alongside of the picture of the Messiah as sketched by the
prophets, the historical by the side of the prophetic, and they
show how exactly the two match."

Christ in the Old Testament

"I cannot but express grief and astonishment at the
prevalent neglect of the Jewish Scripture. The term Old



Testament may partly have contributed to this, people
imagining that what is old is antiquated. We have already
seen that these Scriptures are full of Christ; and were it but
for the circumstance that they are the only writings of which
we know that Christ used and loved them, they ought to be
most precious to us. Christ's favorite book! Christ's only
book! The book he always read, always quoted; his guide
and companion during life; his meditation and comfort in his
sufferings and on his cross. If you love Jesus, you ought
dearly to love and diligently to read this book."

Christ the kernel of the record

"It is impossible for us to understand the nature of
Scripture unless we view it in relation to the Son of God, the
Messiah of Israel, the Redeemer of God's people; for he is
the center and kernel of the inspired record."

The Incarnate Word and the written Word

"In the Bible God himself comes down and speaks, not in
the Old Testament alone, and not alone by proxy. The New
Testament presents us, says Dean Burgon, with the august
spectacle of the Ancient of days holding the entire volume of
the Old Testament Scriptures in his hands, and interpreting it
of himself. He, the Incarnate Word, who was in the beginning
with God, and who was God, that same Almighty One is set
forth in the Gospels as holding the volume of the Book in his
hands, as opening and unfolding it, and explaining it
everywhere of himself."

The face of Christ

"In Christian character the image of Christ is marred by
imperfections, but in the Scriptures the portrait is perfect. A
friend described to me a painting which hung on the wall of
his boyhood home. When you first saw it, it was a beautiful



landscape with trees, streams, houses, and people, but
while gazing upon it all these beautiful things began to form
into a human face. On a closer inspection you perceived that
the whole picture was intended to give the face of Christ.
The devout student of the Scriptures is constantly having
experiences like this. He sees in the Bible trees of
faithfulness, streams of truth, landscapes of loveliness in
deed and character, but they are all so arranged in their
relation to Christ as to bring out the features of his character.
While we thus see him as he is, we become more and more
like him, until by and by we shall see his unveiled face and
be completely transformed into his likeness. 'Search the
Scriptures' for a vision of the Lord Jesus Christ."

The Word and Christ

"Whatever the word is, it is because of its relation to
Christ. Is the word of God quick, that is, living? It is because
Christ is the life. Is it powerful? It is because Christ is the
power of God. Is it sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and
of the joints and marrow? It is because Christ is set for the
fall and rising again of many in Israel; because Christ divides
between Peter who confesses him as the Son of God, and
Peter who savors the things of men. Is it a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart? It is because Christ knows
what is in men; because he sees Nathanael when he is
under the fig tree, and the Pharisees who think evil in their
hearts. Is it said of the word, Neither is there any creature
that is not manifest in his sight. But all things are naked and
opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do. It is
because the spoken and written word is identified with the
Lord himself, whose eyes are as a flame of fire, even the
Son of man unto whom the Father hath committed all
judgment. Is the word spoken of as the sincere milk, the
nourishing food of the soul? It is because Christ is the bread



of life. Is it commended as light shining into darkness? It is
because Christ is wisdom.

"The essence of Scripture is that Savior in whom are all
things which pertain unto life and godliness. The soul that
has found Jesus Christ, sees him in Scripture, always and
throughout. Jesus is the door by which alone we can enter
the sanctuary of the word. And, when we come to Jesus, we
enter into possession of the word, for he has the words of
eternal life. They are his, and he only can give the word.
John 17:14. And as we have the word through him and in
him, so we find him in every portion of Scripture.

"When | listen to the accordant voice of all the holy
prophets, and of the apostles of our Lord and Savior, me
thinks | stand in Jerusalem at our Lord's triumphant entry,
and hear the multitudes of those who go before, and of those
who follow after, crying, Hosannah to the Son of David,
blessed is he that comes in the name of the Lord to save."

Jesus only

"Jesus only' is the true center of Scripture in all its
manifold revelations."

"In Christ the Eternal lodged his purpose and laid his
plans for the world. It is his fullness that the fullness of the
times dispenses. The Old Testament, the reservoir of
precious revelation, had him for its close-kept secret, 'held in
silence through eternal times.' Romans 16:25-27. The drift of
its prophecies, the focus of its converging lights, the veiled
magnet toward which its spiritual indications pointed, was
'‘Christ.' He was the spiritual rock that followed Israel in its
wanderings, from whose springs the people drank, as it
answered to the touch of one and now another of the holy
men of old.

The revelation of Christ



"The revelation of Jesus Christ gives unity, substance, and
meaning to the history of lIsrael, which is otherwise a
pathway without goal, a, problem without solution. Priest and
prophet, law and sacrifice. The kingly Son of David, and the
suffering Servant of Jehovah. The Seed of the woman with
bruised foot bruising the serpent's head; the Lord whom his
people seek, suddenly coming to his temple; the Stone hewn
from the mountains without hands, that grows till it fills the
earth the manifold representations of Israel's ideal center in
the Lord Jesus Christ. The lines of the great figure drawn on
the canvas of prophecy-disconnected as they seemed and
without a plan, giving rise to a thousand dreams and
speculations are filled out and drawn into shape and take life
and substance in him. They are found to be parts of a
consistent whole, sketches and studies of this fragment or of
that belonging to the consummate Person and the
comprehensive plan manifest in the revelation of Jesus
Christ."

Christ the key to the Bible

"Christ is indeed the key to them, all; he is the key of the
types, and the key to the Bible. Of him God has given us
more than sketches; the word from end to end is full of him.
In the word we have a whole Christ presented to us: Christ in
his offices, in his character, in his person. Christ in his
relations to God and man; Christ in his body the church;
Christ as giving to God all that God required from man.
Christ as bringing to man all that man required from God;
Christ as seen in this dispensation in suffering. Christ as
seen in the next dispensation in glory. Christ as the first and
the last, as 'all and in all' to his people. The different books
are but God's chapters in which he arranges and illustrates
some one or more of these or other aspects of his Beloved."



Section II-THE CENTRAL TRUTH IN CHRISTIANITY, THE PERSON OF
CHRIST

LESSON SIX Christ the Revealer and the Revelation of God

1. The Son is the channel for all revelation of the Father.
Matthew 11:27; John 1:18; 3:11; 17:6,26; 15:15; Matthew
17:5.

2. Christ was himself the revelation of God. Matthew 1:23;
2 Corinthians 5:19; Hebrews 1:1-3; Colossians 1:12-15; 2
Corinthians 4:6.

3. Christ was the full revelation of God. Colossians 1:19;
2:8, 9;: John 10:30; 14:9; 1 John 1:5 with John 8:12 and 1:9.

NOTES: The definition of Son

"The only definition of the Son that will satisfy the
argument is God the revealer of God."

The personal revelation

"The whole word is articulately uttered by the Son, in
whom he has spoken unto us in these last times. The
imperfect revelation, by means of those who were merely
mediums for the revelation, leads up to him who is himself
the revelation, the revealer, and the revealed."

Christ the speech of God

"In all things He was the speech of God to men no more
giver or mere gift, but the supreme revealer-the way and the
truth, in short, as well as the life."

The Heir as the Revealer

Everywhere the reference is to the Son's final glory as
Redeemer. At the same time the act of appointing him heir
may have taken place before the world was. We must,
accordingly, understand the revelation here spoken of



[Hebrews 1:13] to mean more especially the manifestation of
God in the work of redemption. Of this work also Christ is the
ultimate purpose. He is the heir to whom the promised
inheritance originally and ultimately belongs. It is this that
befits him to become the full and complete revealer of God."

A revelation in life

"Evidently our Lord conceived that his great message to
men was a message of God as Father revealed in his own
life."

The revelation of the Father in Christ

"The lesson would seem to be the inadequacy of any
religious faith that does not recognize the revelation of the
Father in Jesus Christ and that does not know Jesus Christ
as God."

A personal revelation

"The mind whose thoughts about God and the unseen
world are not built on the personal revelation of God in
Christ, will have no solid certainties which cannot be shaken,
but, at the best, opinions which .cannot have more fixedness
than belongs to human thoughts upon the great problem.”

"In the Teacher sent from God, heaven gave to men its
best and greatest. He who had stood in the councils of the
Most High, who had dwelt in the innermost sanctuary of the
Eternal, was the one chosen to reveal in person to humanity
the knowledge of God."-"Education," p. 73.

"The believer obtains power just in the degree in which he
is able to ascribe to the Father the perfections and the
loveliness of Christ to Christ the power, majesty, and
unlimited authority of God."

"Why do we lay such stress on the fact, the person, and
the work of Christ? The answer is, Because Christ is before



everything else a revelation of God. This, and nothing short
of it, is the one and complete explanation of Christ. The idea
of God is the dominating idea in all religions, and the idea of
Christ as the revealer of God is the dominating idea in
Christianity. The supreme message of Christianity is, 'There
is one God and one mediator between God and man,
himself man, Jesus;' one God, and one unique mediator as
the personal revealer of God to man. No one can doubt that
this is the meaning of the place given to Christ in the New
Testament.

The name of Christ is found everywhere therein, and
always in connection with his personal, revelation of God. It
meets our gaze at all points, and proclaims with no uncertain
sound that to us men God has revealed himself in Christ
Jesus, that for us, for religion, for Christianity, for salvation,
for life, Christ is God.

"The disciple's question addressed to Christ, 'Show us the
Father,' is at once an admission of his own need and a
confession of his belief that Christ could supply it; and the
relation of Jesus Christ to God is set forth in the New
Testament with no uncertain sound. 'All things are delivered
unto me of my Father.' Matthew 11:27. 'He that hath seen me
hath seen the Father.' John 14:9. He is the image of the
invisible God, the effulgence of his glory. Hebrews 1:3. Jesus

Christ, divine and
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human, is for all time and for all men the final, complete,
and sufficient manifestation of God."

The manifestation of the divine

"The truth which Paul opposed to them [the Gnostic
errors] is all important for every age. It was simply the
person of Christ as the only manifestation of the divine the
link between God and the universe, its Creator and
Preserver, the light and life of men, the Lord and inspirer of
the church."



The Revealer to be received

"While, therefore, we rejoice to trace the wisdom, seen
even in the form of that revelation which God in his rich
grace has given to us, let none be content intellectually to
trace this detail, unless with this, from his in most heart, he
also embraces him of whom this Gospel speaks. The
wisdom of God in grace as in nature may be coldly
contemplated, like any other piece of skill or wondrous
workmanship, without a soul-saving and personal
appropriation of the grace, which is yet by the understanding
discerned so clearly. But, as one has said, the gospel has
not been revealed that we may have the pleasure of feeling
or expressing fine sentiments, but that we may be saved: the
taste may receive the impression of the beauty and sublimity
of the Bible, and the nervous system may halve received the
impression of the tenderness of its tone, and yet its meaning,
its deliverance, its mystery of holy love, may remain, all
unknown."

Christ reveals the knowledge of God

"Holiness is agreement with God. By sin the image of God
in mw has been marred and well-nigh obliterated; it is the
work of the gospel to restore that which has been lost; and
we are to co-operate with the divine agency in, this work.
And how can we come into harmony with God, how shall we
receive his likeness, unless we obtain a knowledge of him? It
is this knowledge that Christ came into the world to reveal
unto us."-"Testimonies for the Church,” Volume 6, p. 743.

"All that man needs to know or can know of God has been
revealed in the life and character of his Son. 'No man bath
seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, who is in the
bosom of the Father, he bath declared him."

"Taking humanity upon him, Christ came to be one with
humanity, and at the same time to reveal our heavenly



Father to sinful human beings. He was in all things made like
unto his brethren. He became flesh, even as we are. He was
hungry and thirsty and weary. He was sustained by food and
refreshed by sleep. He shared the lot of men, and yet he
was the blameless Son of God. He was a stranger and
sojourner on the earth, in the world, but not of the world;
tempted and tried as men and women today are tempted
and tried, yet living a life free from sin."-"Testimonies for the
Church," Volume 8, p. 286.

LESSON SEVEN Christ the Son of God

1. Christ acknowledged himself to be the Son of God.
John 9:35-37; 10:36; 17:5; 5:23; Matthew 27:41-43.

2. Christ assented to the testimony of others that he was
the Son of God. Matthew 16:15-17; John 11:27. 1:32-34, 48,
49.

3. There are other testimonies to the fact that Christ was
the Son of God. Romans 1:14; John 19:7; 20:30, 31; Acts
9:20; 2 Corinthians 1:19; Hebrews 4:14; 2 Peter 1:16, 17;
Matthew 3:16, 17; John 10:37, 38; Matthew 26:63, 64.

NOTES: A divine Sonship

"Of this essential element of Christ's person, this other
title, Son of God, though not in such frequent and familiar
use as the former [the Son of man], is a direct and clear
expression. Appropriated by him without the slightest reserve
or moral shock, with the utmost freedom and frankness
confessed to him, nor he timidly putting it away from him, it is
the one title that embodies in the most explicit way the fact of
a divine Sonship."

The revelation between Father and Son

"We may conceive the Father existing from eternity and
possessing infinite powers, simply because he wills so to



exist, without any cause external to himself, eternal and
infinite and underived; and of the Son existing with the
Father from eternity, and possessing to the full the Father's
infinite powers, but these received from the Father, existing
because the Father wills him so to exist, eternal and infinite
and derived. This conception will account for the entire
language of the New Testament about the Son of God."

"The Son is equal to the Father in everything except that
which is conveyed by the terms Father and Son. He is equal
to the Father in that he shares to the full the Father's
existence from eternity and his infinite power and wisdom
and love. But inasmuch as the Father possesses these
divine attributes from himself alone, whereas the Son
possesses them as derived from the Father, in this real
sense and in this sense only, the Father is greater than the
Son."

"Evidently in an eternal Father and an eternal Son the
ideas of older and younger can have no place. As we lift up
the conception of son ship out of time into eternity, these
elements of it, ever present in human fathers and sons, at

once disappear. When they fall away, does
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any conception essential to our idea of son ship remain?
Yes; there still remains the chief idea, viz., personal
existence and powers derived from another person. And this
idea is plainly embodied in John 5:26, and in other express
assertions from the lips of Christ describing his own relation
to God."

LESSON EIGHT Christ the Son of Man

1. The first time that the title, "the Son of man," appears in
the New Testament, it is applied to Jesus as a homeless
wanderer. Matthew 8:20.

2. The last time the same title appears, it is applied to
Jesus as a king. Revelation 14:14.

3. As Son of man he came to save the lost. Luke 19:10.



4. As Son of man Jesus claimed authority to forgive sins.
Matthew 9:1-8.

5. As Son of man he sowed the seed of truth in the world.
Matthew 13:37.

6. As Son of man he was betrayed. Matthew 17:22; Luke
22:48.

7. As Son of man he was crucified. Matthew 26:2.

8. As Son of man he rose from the dead. Mark 9:9, 31.

9. As Son of man he ascended to heaven. John 6:62.

10. As Son of man he is in heaven. Acts 7:56.

11. As Son of man he watches over his church on earth.
Revelation 1:12, 13, 20.

12. As Son of man he will come in the clouds of heaven.
Matthew 24:30; 25:31.

13. As Son of man he will execute judgment. John 5:27.

14. As Son of man he will receive the kingdom. Daniel
7:43, 14.

NOTES: Christ's genuine humanity

"An essential element here is genuine humanity. Of this
essential element of Christ's person, this one title, Son of
man, used about eighty eight times in the Gospel, is most
expressive."

"His was a real and a true humanity, one which must pass
through the various stages of growth like any other member

of the race."
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"It is the same King's Son who today dwells in the palace
of 'his Father, and tomorrow, out of love to his rebellious
subjects in a remote corner of the kingdom, renouncing his
princely glory, comes to dwell among them in the form of a
servant, and is known only by the dignity of his look and the
star of royalty on his breast, when the mean cloak is opened
for a moment, apparently by accident."

"As Son of man he was compassed about with all the
sinless infirmities that belong to our nature. He has needs



common to all, need of food, of rest, of human sympathy,
and of divine assistance. He is subject to Joseph and Mary,
he is a worshiper in the synagogue and the temple; he
weeps over the guilty and hardened city, and at the grave of
a loved one; he expresses his dependence on God by
prayer. Nothing is more certain than that the Gospel
narratives present the Lord Jesus as a true man, a veritable
member of our race."

Christ's divinity and his manhood

"How full his own mind was of the overwhelming wonder
of the fact that He, whose majesty he has been setting forth
in such deep words, should veil his eternal glories and limit
his far-reaching energies within a fleshly body. He would
point the contrast between the divine dignity of the eternal
Word, the Creator and Lord of the universe, and the
lowliness of his incarnation. On these two pillars, as on two
solid piers, one on either continent, with a great gulf
between, the divinity of Christ on one side, his manhood on
the other, is built the bridge by which we pass over the river
into the glory."

LESSON NINE Christ the Messiah

1. Christ declared himself to be the Messiah. John 4:25,
206; Isaiah 61:1 with Luke, 4:16-21 and Acts 10:38. (The
Messiah is the Anointed One.)

2. He was recognized as the Messiah. John 1:40, 41.

3. The time of the coming of the Messiah was definitely
foretold. Daniel 9:25.

4. When Christ came, he announced the fulfillment of this
prophecy. Mark 1:14, 15.

5. After the ascension of Christ, the disciples applied to
him the prophecy concerning the Anointed One. Acts
4:24-28.
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6. The works of Jesus of Nazareth testified that he was
the Messiah. John 20:30, 31. (Christ is the Greek equivalent
of the Hebrew for the Anointed, the Messiah.)

NOTES: The hope of the people

"Thenceforth the name [Messiah] stood for that ideal
character whose actual coming was, under one form or
another, the burden of Jewish literature, the center of Jewish
faith and feeling, the key to that wonderful sacrificial system
which divinely obtained, the image, in dim and distant
outline, before the prevision of the seer, the theme of
psalmist, the hope of the people through centuries, a belief
broadly popular.”

Christ's consciousness of his Messiah ship

"That Jesus believed himself to be the Messiah is another
fact that emerges from a careful reading of the Gospels. At
the baptism it is evident that Jesus Christ was conscious of
his Messiah ship. Matthew 3:15. The name Messiah was
frequently applied to Jesus Christ by others. There are three
occasions on which he accepted it for himself. Matthew
16:17; Mark 14:61; John 4:26. And although he refused from
time to time to reveal himself to the Jews, who were only too
ready to mistake his words and oppose his claim, the
evidence of the Gospels is far too weighty to allow of any
denial of the Messiah ship of Jesus Christ acclaimed,
allowed, and implied by him."

Not an Impostor

"Jesus Christ was the Messiah of God, because he
pursued that course which would, from the nature of the
case, result in his rejection by the nation; which conduct, in
an impostor, would be impossible, but in the true Messiah it
was the necessary course."



LESSON TEN Christianity Is Christ

1. Saving faith lays hold upon the person of Christ. Acts
16:29-31; John 3:18, 36; 1:12; 2:11; 6:29; 14:1; Galatians
2:16; Colossians 2:6, 7.

2. Truth becomes living in the person of Christ. John 14:6;
18:37; 8:32, 36 ("the truth" in verse 32 is "the Son" in verse
36); Ephesians 4:20, 21.
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3. Christ is himself the reality of all doctrines. 1
Corinthians 1:30; Jeremiah 23:5, 6.

4. All the blessings of the gospel are found in Christ.
Ephesians 1:3, 7; Philippians 3:8, 9; 2 Corinthians 5:17;
Colossians 2:9, 10.

5. Preaching the gospel is preaching Christ. 1 Corinthians
1:23, 24; 2:1-5; Galatians 1:15, 16; Ephesians 3:8;
Colossians 1:27, 28; Philippians 1:15-18; Acts 5:42; 2
Corinthians 4:5; Acts 8:5; 11:20; 2 Corinthians 1:19; Acts
19:13.

NOTES: The embodiment of Christianity

"Study Christ, for Christianity is Christ. All the truths of
Christianity, all its motives, all its glory, are summed up in
him. He is its alpha and omega; the embodiment of all it
teaches, all it prescribes, all it promises."

"Christ embodied the perfection he taught, and embodies
the glory be promises. He is his own religion; the object of its
faith, its love, its hope; the soul and secret of its life."

The truth "in Jesus."

"The truth is God personalized in his Son."
"The truth, in its absolute substance, stands revealed and
accessible to all men in the incarnate Word."



"Truth, the highest truth, the truth it most concerns
Christian men to know, is 'in Jesus.' Truth can never be
rightly known when separated from him."

"Truth is not a thing of mere words, a string of formula, as
the long-established principles of law."

"Truth, however, as will presently appear, stands here for
no merely abstract quality, but is a concrete and eternal
reality.”

The life of truth

"Back of all summaries of the faith, back of apostles and
prophets, back of the writers of Holy Scriptures, earlier and
later, there must be the life of truth-its eternal reality and
root."

The substance of truth

"From Jesus Christ in person Paul had received his
knowledge of the gospel, without human intervention. In the
revelation of Christ to his soul he possessed the substance
of the truth he was afterward to teach."

The written and the incarnate Word

"In Philippians 2:16 we have the expression, 'The word of
life." The same expression occurs in 1 John 1:1. It is here
used of Jesus Christ, the incarnate Word, whereas, in
Philippians it is apparently
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the written word that is spoken of. The written word and

the incarnate Word are so identified in Scripture that it is not
always clear which is referred to. The same things are said
of each, and the same characters attributed to each. The
fundamental resemblance lies in the fact that each is the
revealer or tangible expression of the invisible God. As the
written or spoken word expresses, for the purpose of
communicating to another the invisible and inaccessible



thought, so Jesus Christ as the incarnate Word, and the Holy
Scriptures as the written word, express and communicate
knowledge of the invisible and inaccessible God."

"He is the living power back of creeds, theologies,
philosophies, the truth."

A sevenfold revelation

"Studying the whole manifestation of God in Christ, we are
led, especially in John's Gospel, to conceive him as light, life,
love, righteousness, wisdom, power, and glory-a sevenfold
revelation. Christ comes forth from the bosom of the Father,
makes an end of law for righteousness unto every one that
believes, and brings life and immortality to light."

Fact and truth

"The gospel is not speculation, but fact. It is truth, because
it is the record of a Person who is the truth. The history of his
life and death is the one source of all certainty and
knowledge with regard to man's relations to God, and God's
loving purposes to man."

Not philosophy

"The gospel is redemptive fact, not philosophy. It is only
apprehended in its own proper sense and scope as it is seen
to be a work of grace linked to the divine-human person of
Christ, starting in his birth, running through all his history,
coming to its consummation and crown in the glory of his
ascension one grand, continuous work."

The person

"Jesus Christ, crucified and risen, as the object of faith;
Jesus, dwelling in the heart by the Spirit, as the object of
love; Jesus Christ returning for us, as the object of hope,
such was the simple and comprehensive evangelist.”



"What we receive, when from human lips we hear the
gospel and accept it, is not merely the word about the
Savior, but the Savior himself."

"Christ is the sum of all Christian teaching, and where the
message of his love is welcomed, he himself comes in

spiritual and real presence, and dwells in the spirit."
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"Christ is himself Christianity; not any scheme of doctrine
to which rightly his name is affixed. His Saviourhood resides,
not in his words as such, but even in the mysterious
constitution of his Person."

All blessings and gifts "in Christ!"

"Whatever perfection of righteousness, whatever depth of
peace, whatever intensity of joy, what great fullness of divine
knowledge, reveal the power of the Spirit of God in the
spiritual life of man, every spiritual blessing has been made
ours in Christ."

"We cannot get his gifts without himself."

A personal Savior

"The power of redemption is lodged, not in theories of the
atonement, nor in theologies, nor in doctrinal systems, nor in
confessions, nor in creeds, nor in sermons, nor even in the
Bible as such. These all are but finger-boards. One is our
Savior, even Christ."

"Christ offers himself, not in the way of mere verbal
sympathy, but as the absolute, personal source of all true
and solid comfort."

The Christian teachers theme is not to be a theory or a
system, but a living Person. One peculiarity of Christianity is
that you cannot take its message and put aside Christ, the
speaker of the message, as you may do with all men's
teachings. His person is inextricably intertwined with his
teaching, for a very large part of his teaching is exclusively



concerned with, and all of it centers in, himself. He is not
only true, but he is the truth. His message is, not only what
he said with his lips about God and man, but also what he
maid about himself, and what he did in his life, death, and
resurrection.”

A threatening error

"The, error that was threatening the Colossian church, and
has haunted the church in general ever since, was that of
fancying Christianity to be merely a system of truth to be
believed, a rattling skeleton of abstract dogma, very many
and very dry. An unpractical heterodoxy was their danger. An
unpractical orthodoxy is as real a peril. You may swallow all
the creeds bodily, you may even find in God's truth the food
of very sweet and real feeling; but neither knowing nor
feeling is enough. The one all-important question for us is,
Does our Christianity work? It is knowledge of his will, which
becomes an ever active force in our live."

Our need

"What we poor men need! A certitude of a God who loves
us and cares for us, has an arm that can help us, and a
heart that win. The God of pure theism is little better than a
phantom, so unsubstantial that you can see the stare shining
through the pale form; and when a man tries to lean on him
for support, it is like leaning on a wreath of mist. There is

nothing. There is no certitude firm enough
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for us to find sustaining power against life's trials in resting
upon it, but in Christ."

The science of salvation

"Christ crucified for our sins, Christ risen from the dead,
Christ ascended on high, is the science of salvation that we



are to learn and to teach."-"Testimonies for the Church,”
Volume 8, p. 287 .

The truths of the third angel's message have been
presented by some as a dry theory; but in this message is to
be presented Christ the Living One. He is to be revealed as
the first and the last, as the | AM, the root and the offspring
of David, and the bright and morning star. Through this
message, the character of God in Christ is to be manifested
to the world. . ..

"There is a great work to be done, and every effort
possible must be, made to reveal Christ as the sin-pardoning
Savior, Christ as the sin-bearer, Christ as the bright and
morning star."-"Testimonies for the Church,” Volume 6, p.
200, 201.

The Comforter's witness to Christ

"The Comforter bears witness to the Crucified. No other
theme in the pulpit can be sure of commanding his co-
operation. Philosophy, poetry, art, literature, sociology,
ethics, and history are attractive subjects to many minds,
and they who handle such themes in the pulpit may set them
forth with alluring words of human genius; but there is no
certainty that the Holy Ghost will accompany their
presentation with his divine attestation. The preaching of the
Cross, in chastened simplicity of speech, has the
demonstration of the Spirit pledged to it, as no secular, or
moral, or even formal religious discourse has."

The preacher's theme

"The true Christian minister has to preach the person and
the office-Jesus the Christ. To preach Christ is to set forth
the person, the facts of his life and death, and to accompany
these with that explanation which turns them from being
merely a biography into a gospel. So much of 'theory' must
go with the 'facts,' or they will be no more a gospel than the



story of another life would be. The apostle's own statement
of the gospel which he preached distinctly lays down what is
needed-'how that Jesus Christ died.' That is biography, and
to say that and stop there is not to preach Christ; but add,
'For our sins, according to the Scripture, and that he was
raised again the third day,'-preach that, the fact and its
meaning and power, and you will preach Christ."

Preaching Christ and preaching about Christ

"Thus there has been, to a great extent, text preaching
instead of word of God preaching. The word 'outside’ of us,
instead of 'dwelling' in us. And our testimony is different in
tone and power from that of the apostles and primitive

Christians; for their testimony
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was in the Spirit and of Christ according to Scripture, while
ours has become testimony concerning the Bible in
reference to Christ and the Holy Ghost. The apostles spoke
of Christ, and confirmed and illustrated their testimony by the
prophecies of Scripture. They looked to the Man in the first
place, and secondarily to the portrait given of him in the
Book. Whereas the pseudo apostolic preaching fixes its own
eye and that of the hearer in the first place on the Book, and
deduces from it the existence and influence of the Person.
The impression in the one case is: that the preacher
announces a message from Christ, who is a reality to him;
and this his experience of Christ, he asserts, is according to
Scripture. The impression in the other case is that Isaiah,
Paul, John teach, according to the preacher's exposition,
such and such doctrine. The one is preaching Christ; the
other, about Christ. The one is life and spirit; the other is
possible without the spirit and vitality. The one is testimony;
the other is an exposition of another man's inspired
testimony. The one is preaching the word (with or without
text); the other is text-preaching without the word. Paul



preached Christ; our tendency is to preach that Paul
preached Christ."

Section llI-CHRIST THE ONLY SAVIOUR

LESSON ELEVEN The Origin, Nature, and Result of Sin

1. Sin originated with Satan. 1 John 3:8; John 8:44;
Ezekiel 28:14-17; Genesis 3:1-7; Revelation 12:7-9.

2. Sin is disloyalty to God, rebellion claims his government
and a disregard of the law of the kingdom. Daniel 9:5, 7-9; 1
Samuel 12:14, 15; Isaiah 1:2; 1 John 3:4, ARV.

3. Sin means the exaltation of self, the dethronement of
God and Christ, and putting self in the place of God. Isaiah
14:12-14; Daniel 5:22, 23; 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4; Matthew
23:12.

4. Sin separates from God, and such separation means
death. Isaiah 59:1, 2; Proverbs 8:35, 36; Ezekiel 18:4, 20;
Romans 6:23; 8:6; James 1:15; 1 Corinthians 15:56.

5. Sin brought a curse upon the earth. Genesis 3:17, 18;
Romans 8:22.

6. The whole human family was involved in the sin of
Adam. Romans 5:12. 1 Corinthians 15:21,22.

NOTES: Sin originated with Lucifer

"Sin originated with him who, next to Christ, had been
most honored of God, and who stood highest in power and
glory among the inhabitants of heaven. Before his fall,
Lucifer was first of the covering cherubs, holy and
undefiled."-"The Great Controversy," pp. 493, 494.

"According to Scripture, sin first made its appearance in
the angelic race, though nothing more is recorded than the
simple fact that the angels sinned (2 Peter 2:4) and kept not
their first estate (or principality), but left their own (or proper)
habitation (Jude 6), their motive or reason for doing so being
passed over in silence. The obvious deduction is that the sin



of these fallen spirits was a free act on their part, dictated by
dissatisfaction with the place which had been assigned to
them in the hierarchy of heaven, and by ambition to secure
for themselves a loftier station than that in which they had
been placed.”

No excuse for sin

It is impossible to explain the origin of sin so as to give a
reason for its existence. Yet enough may be understood

concerning both the
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origin and the final disposition of sin, to make fully
manifest the justice and benevolence of God in all his
dealings with evil. Nothing is more plainly taught in Scripture
than that God was in no wise responsible for the entrance of
sin; that there was no arbitrary withdrawal of divine grace no
deficiency in the divine government, that gave occasion for
the uprising of rebellion. Sin is an intruder, for whose
presence no reason can be given. It is mysterious,
unaccountable; to excuse it, is to defend it. Could excuse for
it be found, or cause be shown for its existence, it would
cease to be sin. Our only definition of sin is that given in the
word of God; it is the transgression of the law; it is the
outworking with the great law of love which is the foundation
of a principle at war of the divine government."-"The Great
Controversy," pp. 492-493.

The Meaning of sin

"Its [sin] very essence is self-will; a nature, in its deepest
powers, torn away from its true center and orbit; a life out of
harmony with God and at war with itself."

"There is but one sin in the world, properly speaking, and
that is the sin of not loving God. The sins that we commonly
speak of are but different manifestations of this one sin-
different in degree, diverse in various respects, diverse in



enormity; but the enormity is chiefly to be determined by the
measure of the revelation made of the character of God unto
us."

"Sin is a terrific fact in the human world, and not simply an
idle fancy; the soul's intolerable burden, and not merely a
sort of horrid nightmare from which a sense of relief comes
with the morning light."

"Christ is the supreme revelation of God; and the most
fearful and fatal form of sin is a persistent and blasphemous
rejection of the truth when it comes with the clearest
conviction of the Spirit to one's heart."

The horror of Sin

"We should beware of treating sin as a light thing. Terrible
is its power over the wrong-doer. His own iniquities shall take
the wicked himself, and he shall be held with the cords of his
sins."-"Education," p. 291.

"Sin is not the rough path to good, but its frightful
overthrow; not the elevation but degradation of man."

"The Biblical conception of sin may be fairly summed up in
the words of the Westminster Confession: 'Sin is any want of
conformity unto or transgression of the law of God."

The horror of sin is that it wrenched the, race from God. It
dashed God from his throne and placed self thereupon. It
reversed the relationship of man and God. Its blight and its
passion have alienated mankind, enslaved it, condemned it,
doomed it to death, exposed it to wrath. The sacrifice of the
cross is the explanation of the enormity of sin, and the
measure of the love of the redeeming Trinity."

Modern ideas of sin are unscriptural

"Modern ideas about sin receive no countenance from
Scripture, which never speaks about sin as 'good in the
making,' as 'the shadow cast by man's immaturity,’ as a
necessity determined by heredity and environment,’ as 'a



stage in the upward development of a finite being," as 'a taint
adhering to man's corporeal frame," as 'a physical disease,’
'‘a mental infirmity,’ 'a constitutional weakness,' and least of
all as 'a figment of the imperfectly enlightened, or
theologically perverted, imagination,' but always as the free
act of an intelligent, moral, and responsible being asserting
himself against the will of his Maker, the Supreme Ruler of
the universe."

The result of sin

"By sin man was shut out from God. Except for the plan of
redemption, eternal separation from God, the darkness of
unending night, would have been his."-"Education," p. 28.

Sin is rebellion

"In this all-inclusive sin, this root of sin, which carries in
itself that which is the very damning essence of all sin (the
rebellion, namely, of self and its will. against God and his will,
the absolute defiance of God when so ever his will crosses
any form of self-will, or contradicts any gratification on which
self-will may be set), there is further inherent a special
jealousy and envy, a special conscious rejection, of that royal
heir ship and present eternal sovereignty over the whole
realm of created existence which belongs inherently, by right
of his first-born Sonship, to the Only Begotten. Hence arises
an essential antagonism, absolute and irreconcilable, so
long as the counter claim of rival sovereignty is maintained
against him by the author of evil."

"The inherent and essential evil of sin, which the Son of
God came from heaven as the Son of man to undo, and so
to destroy the works of the devil, is its being defiance of God,
mistrust of God, separation from God, opposition to God. Sin
means war against God; war against his law and will, in
obedience to which the creature's happiness and perfection
must necessarily consist. It involves a perversion on the part



of man of all the elements of his nature into instruments of
this opposition. All the minor forces, agencies, and
circumstances, intended to be subservient to the glory of
God and the happiness of man, to which man's will and
man's influence can reach, are degraded and abused by
sin."

The power of sin

"No thoughtful mail but has felt himself encompassed by
sin, not merely as a temptation, but much more as an
overpowering force, silent, passive, closing in upon him on
all sides, a constant pressure from which there is no escape.
The sin and misery of the world has staggered reason, and
left men utterly powerless to resist or to alleviate the infinite

evil. Faith alone surmounts these preliminary difficulties
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of the Christian life. Faith delivers us from grossness of
spirit, from lethargy, earthliness, stupor. Faith will also lift us
above the terrible pressure of the world's sin."

An enormous evil

"Hell enters at the smallest breach of God's law, and the
smallest sin is thus an enormous evil."

Works do not take away sin

"To cover the sin which lies on the conscience with a layer
of earnest efforts to do right, will not take the sin away; the
underlying sin will assimilate all the dead works that may be
heaped upon it, and the result will be a greater mass of sin."

The work of grace

"God does not annul his laws. He does not work contrary
to them. The work of sin he does not undo. But he



transforms. Through his grace the curse works out
blessing."-"Education," p. 148.

"He gives men the consciousness that they are known; he
begets the consciousness that it is not with sin in the
abstract he takes to do, but with sinners he can name, and
whose weaknesses are known to him."

Sin and nature

"The Bible gives no support to the theory that matter itself
is evil. God created all things, land God saw everything that
he had made; and, behold, 't was very good." When,
therefore, we read in the Bible that the earth is cursed, we
read that it is cursed for man's sake; when we read of its
desolation, it is as the effect of man's crime. The flood, the
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, the plagues of Egypt,
and other great physical catastrophes happened because
men' were stubborn or men were foul. We cannot help
noticing, however, that matter was thus convulsed or
destroyed, not only for the purpose of punishing the moral
agent, but because of some poison which had passed from
him into the unconscious instruments, stage, and
circumstance of his crime.

"According to the Bible, there would appear to be some
mysterious sympathy between man and nature. Man not
only governs nature; he infects and informs her. As the moral
life of the soul expresses itself in the physical life of the body
for the latter's health or corruption, so the conduct of the
human race affects the physical life of the universe, to its
farthest limits in space. When man is reconciled to God the
wilderness blossoms like a rose; but the guilt of man sullies,
infects, and corrupts the place he inhabits and the articles he
employs; and their destruction becomes necessary, not for
his punishment so much as because of the infection and
pollution that is in them."



An organic ruin

"In that sublime ordeal, but terrific catastrophe, Adam
stood not alone. He was the first man, not individually simply,
but the first
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comprehensively. We stood with him, because we were in

him. He was, in its deepest and widest sense, the
representative man; not a man merely, but emphatically the
man: the race generically; humanity, in its widest expansion
in space, in its longest possible duration in time, across all
the centuries, and with its strangest diversities. At that initial
point, then, he was the bearer of more than a single
individual life; he was mankind in its grand totality; and,
therefore, was the ruin effected in and by him a truly-organic
ruin."

An organic redemption

"This idea of the race, a vast, comprehensive organism
standing originally in the same generic headship, is essential
to a right understanding, both of the terrific ruin in which it
was involved by the sin of the first Adam, and of the full
redemption brought in by the spotless life of the last Adam,
himself thoroughly human yet thoroughly divine."

Sin entered through disobedience

Some of the inspired penmen make it clear that the
entrance of sin into this world was effected through the
disobedience of the first man who stood and acted as the
representative and surety of his whole natural posterity
(Romans 5:12), and that the first man's fall was brought
about by temptation from without, by the seductive influence
of Satan, the lord of the fallen spirits already mentioned, the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now works in the
children of disobedience."



The lesson of Satan's rebellion

"Satan's rebellion was to be a lesson to the universe
through all coining ages, a perpetual testimony to the nature
and terrible results of sin. The working out of Satan's rule, its
effects upon both men and angels, would show what must
be the fruit of setting aside the divine authority. It would
testify that with the existence of God's government and his
law is bound up the well-being of all the creatures he has
made. Thus the history of this terrible experiment of rebellion
was to be a perpetual safeguard to all holy intelligences, to
prevent them from being deceived as to the nature of
transgression, to save them from committing sin and
suffering its punishment."-"The Great Controversy," p. 499.

Read "Patriarchs and Prophets," p. 29-31.

LESSON TWELVE Man's Need of a Saviour

1. Man is unable to save himself from sin and death.
Psalm 89:48; 22:29; 1 Kings 8:46; Proverbs 20:9;

Ecclesiastes 7:20; Romans 8:7; Jeremiah 13:23.
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2. A new nature must be imparted to man. John 3:3, 5, 6;
2 Peter 1:3, 4; Galatians 6:15; John 10:10.

3. There is only one Savior. Isaiah 43:11; 45:21, 22; Acts
4:10-12.

4. Jesus Christ is an all-sufficient Savior. Matthew 1:21;
Luke 2:11; Acts 13:23; John 4:42; 1 Timothy 1 1:15; 1 John
4:14; Hebrews 7:25.

NOTES: A present Savior needed

"Is not the deepest religious question, after all, for each
man this: whether there be in Christ a present Savior, who
can cover me now with the robe of his righteousness? No
historic research, no exposition of the doctrines of an Old
World teacher, removes the burden of the friendlessness of
my sin-stained soul in a universe ruled by a holy God. If by



your scholarship you so make to live again the classic
scenes in which the Nazarene moved and taught that | am
made painfully conscious of the long centuries that
intervening divide him from me: then all the more, if you
would secure the abiding of my faith in him, you must let me
see how he can still reach me, and stand for me, the wings
of his affluent personality outstretched to cover me."

Deeper answers to deeper

"The deeper this sense of personal sinfulness, deeper
always the need of a personal Redeemer!" Read the
chapter, "The Sinner's Need of Christ," in "Steps to Christ."

LESSON THIRTEEN The Acceptance of a Personal Saviour

1. The love which provided salvation for us extends to the
world, to the church, and to me. John 3:16; Ephesians 5:25;
Galatians 2:20.

2. There must be a personal application of this salvation.
Mark 1:40-42; 10:46-52; John 6:57; Mark 9:23, 24;
Revelation 22:17.

3. God deals with us as individuals. Isaiah 57:15; 66:1, 2;
Matthew 16:24; Luke 5:20; Romans 2:1; 7:24; Matthew
16:27; 20:9; Romans 12:3; Hebrews 2:9; 1 Peter 1:17.
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4. The provision made for salvation avails for those only

who personally, accept Christ, by believing on him. Mark
16:16; John 3:18, 5:24; 1:12; 1 John 5:13; Acts 10:43; 13:39;
Romans 1:16; 3:26; 1 John 5:5.

NOTES: The failure of mere culture

"Mere intellectual culture is not enough. Learning and
righteousness, knowledge and faith, are not interchangeable
terms-mere synonyms."



Delay and unbelief

"Men may spend some time in search before they
embrace salvation in Christ; they may dignify delay by the
name of search, but its true name is unbelief. Alas for the
thief upon the cross, had he spent any time in such search!"

The incarnate Christ

"The truth summed up in the word 'incarnation’ is one that
satisfies the soul of man, who finds in the incarnate Christ
what he can find nowhere else the revelation of a spiritual
world, a definite and rational conception of a Supreme
Being, an authoritative code of morals above all, a Mediator
through whom he may draw near to God, and enjoy
communion with him."

The conquering power

"There is only one thing that will put the collar on the neck
of the animal within us, and that is the power of the
indwelling Christ. The evil that is in us all is too strong for
every other fetter."

The distinguishing feature

"Is it not indeed the distinguishing feature of the Christian
system that it placed the foundation of salvation in living
relation with a living Person, rather than in the adoption, of
opinions or of habits?"

Attachment and detachment

"If we have got hold of Christ as our Savior, and have
found in his cross the anchor of souls, that experience will
deaden us to all which was our life, and the measure in
which we are joined to Jesus by our faith in his great
sacrifice will be the measure in which we are detached from



our former selves and from old objects of interest and
pursuit."

Union with Christ

"Faith unites the believer to Christ, so that he receives of
Christ's fullness. The believer is by his faith united to Christ
even as the branch is to the vine. The influences and
efficiencies of the vine all reveal themselves in the
branches."

Sonship through Christ

"The capacity for receiving the divine life is native to us;
that we should receive it is an essential part of the divine
idea of human nature. But the actual realization of our son
ship is possible only through Christ. Even apart from sin it
was possible only through him. If the divine life is to be ours,
and with the divine life divine son ship, we must be one with
Christ. And those to whom the gospel comes are made one
with Christ in 'response to their faith in him."

The one method

"An eagerness in acquiring knowledge about Christ may
as effectually as any other pursuit retard us in making
acquaintance with him. It is mere trifing to be always
inquiring about one who is himself with us; the way to secure
that we shall have him when we need him is to go with him
now. How can we expect our difficulties to be removed while
we do not adopt the one method God recognizes as effectual
for this purpose, fellowship with Christ?"

Faith necessary

"If we do not, by faith and meditation, realize the principles
which flow from the truth as it is in Jesus, and obtain the
strength which is stored in him, we shall not grow by him or



like him. No matter how mighty be the renewing powers of
the gospel wielded by the divine Spirit, they can only work on
the nature that is brought into contact with and continues in
contact with them by faith. The measure in which we trust
Jesus Christ will be the measure in which he helps us."

"The gracious provision of God in giving his Son that the
world through him might be saved, becomes effectual in the
individual believer only as he personally accepts the
wonderful gift of the Father's love, and inwardly appropriates
the living bread from heaven."

"Lot it be remembered that the study of the testimony is
one thing, and the enjoyment of the salvation is another; and
that the record of the things which Jesus did and said has
attained its end with those only who, 'believing, have life
through his name."

Read the chapter, "Faith and Acceptance," in Steps to
Christ.

Section IV-THE GREAT FACTS CONCERNING CHRIST

LESSON FOURTEEN The Great Facts

"The gospel is not a mere philosophy. It is the good news
concerning Christ, the Son of God and Son of man. It has its
basis in those facts concerning him which are set clown in
the four records of his life. These facts are wrought into
doctrine for us in the Acts of the Apostles, and are further
interpreted for us in the Epistles. Our Christian experience
depends upon our personal relation to those facts as thus
interpreted to us. "The history deposits the material of the
doctrine, for that material is nothing else than Christ manifest
in the flesh-his incarnation, his obedience, his holiness, love,
grace, and truth, his death and passion, his resurrection and
ascension, and then, beyond these, his glorified life, and his
coming and his kingdom, in which the past history finds its
necessary and predicted issues." "The gospel which the
apostles preached consisted of two elements, a testimony of



external facts which fell within the region of the senses, and
a testimony of the virtue of those facts in the predestined
government of God, and of the consequences of them in the
spiritual history of men, neither of which was it possible for
the senses to certify." The foundation of the gospel is in facts
which have come to pass, and will yet come to pass. Christ
died, he ascended, he will come again, he will reign in glory.
These are external facts. They enter the region of doctrine
(as we commonly use the term) through their consequences
to ourselves, through their effect on our own inward
consciousness, through the uses and applications which
may be made of them. If Christ died to bear our sins; if he
ascended to be manifested in the presence of God for us; if
he will come again to judge our state; if he will reign in glory

to perfect our salvation; then these, facts, in themselves
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external to us, are external no longer. They are among the
grounds of a whole system of thought and habit of feeling,
and when taught as such they grow into a scheme of
doctrine." "The importance in the whole course of instruction
of first fixing on the mind both the objective reality of the
facts and the living portrait of the person, is further intimated
by the fourfold repetition of the history. Four times does the
Lord walk before us in the glory of grace and truth, and
whatever correspondences or variations the Gospels may
exhibit in other parts of their narratives, four times are the
great facts of the death and resurrection of Christ rehearsed
to us in the minuteness of circumstantial detail." "Christian
doctrine does not ground itself on speculation. It begins from
the region and the testimony of the senses. Its materials are
facts, and it is itself the interpretation and application of
them."

Seven facts

"In the manifestation of the person of Christ, the great
center of the gospel, seven facts, around which many minor



events cluster, stand out prominently. They are: The deity of
Christ; the incarnation of Christ; the atoning death of Christ;
the resurrection of Christ; the ascension of Christ; the
mediatorial work of Christ; the Second Advent of Christ. The
testimony to these facts is found in the history, the types, and
the predictions of the Old Testament. They appear in,
concrete form in the life and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth
as recorded in the Gospels, and are interpreted and applied
in personal experience in the other writings of the New
Testament. "We have not followed cunningly devised fables."
"The Christian doctrine is a doctrine concerning facts which
have occurred and a person who has been manifested within
the sphere of human observation. The foundations of all that
is to be known of the Word of life was laid in that which was
seen with the eyes, and heard with the ears, and handled
with the hands of men. In the facts of Christ's life and death,
as we ponder them and grow up to understand them, we get
to see more and more the key to all things. For thought, as
for life, he is the alpha and omega, the beginning and the

ending. All that we can or need
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know about God or man, about present duty or future
destiny, about life, death, and the beyond, all is in Jesus
Christ, and to be drawn from him by patient thought and by
abiding in him."

"We shall now study these facts, their interpretation, and
their application to Christian experience. We shall thus see
how that all the vital doctrines of the gospel are rooted in
these facts, and that our hope of salvation, and our message
to the world, do not rest upon a collection of theoretical
dogmas evolved from isolated texts in the Bible, but upon
the manifestation of a person, Jesus Christ, "in whom are all
the treasures of wisdom and knowledge hidden."

NOTES: Facts, not philosophy



"The gospel is pre-eminently factual. It stands in the facts
of the incarnation and the atonement, and not in any
philosophies or theories of them."

Recognizing the facts

"We must duly recognize all the great facts of his
incarnation, and his resurrection and ascension, and the
apostolic teaching that he ever lives to make intercession for
us."

The meaning of the facts

"The complete exposition of the gospel was the result of a
combination of the facts and the words of the old
dispensation with the facts and the words of the new, a
combination effected in the minds of the apostles under the
teaching of the Holy Ghost, who thus brought to light the
meaning and the scope of his own earlier inspirations,
preserved in the law and the prophets.”

The sum of Paul's preaching.

"The three historic facts of the death, burial, and
resurrection of Christ, viewed in their relation to sin and
salvation, constituted the sum and substance of the
preaching of this great apostle."

The interpretation of the facts

"The facts are finished when Jesus is glorified; the
manifestation of the Son of God is perfect, the redemption is
accomplished, and the conditions of human salvation are
complete. The history must now be treated as a whole, of
which the plan and purpose have become apparent. The
time is come for the full interpretation of the facts, of their
effects in the world of spirit, and of their results in human
consciousness."



Section V-THE DEITY OF CHRIST

LESSON FIFTEEN The Deity of Christ

1. The Word who became flesh was God. John 1:1, 14;
Matthew 1:23; 2 Corinthians 5:19; Romans 9:5; Colossians
2:9: 1 John 5:20; John 20:28.

2. The "I AM" of the Old Testament was manifested in the
person of Jesus. Exodus 3:14 and John 8:58 (compare
Isaiah 41:4; 43:10-13; 44:46; 45:22; 46:4, 9); John 4:26;
8:24, 28; 6:20 ("It is I" may be translated "I AM"); 6:48; 8:12;
10:11; 11:25; 14:6; 15:1; Revelation 1:17, 18; 22:13, 16.

3. The claims and admissions of Jesus himself establish
his deity. John 5. 25; 9:35; 11:4; Matthew 19:28; John 14. 2,
3; 2:19-21; 8:24; 10:17, 18; 12:47; 5:20-23; Matthew.
28:18-20.

4. The deity of Christ is assumed throughout the New
Testament. "Come to me." Matthew 11:28. "Learn of me!"
Matthew 11:29. "Believe also in me!" John 14:1. "Follow me!"
Mark 10:21. "Abide in me!" John 15:4; Matthew 13:41 (note
"his angels," and "his kingdom"); Matthew 16:27 (compare 2
Corinthians 5:10) Matthew 24:31 (note "his angels," and "his
elect") Luke 24:46, 47; Mark 2:5-7; Galatians 1:1; Ephesians
4:32, ARV. "The deity of Christ is in solution in every page of
the New Testament."

5. The religious leaders of Christ's time were convinced
that he claimed to be God. John 5:17, 18; 10:32, 33; 19:7;
Luke 22:70, 71; Matthew 27:41-43.

NOTES: Christ was God revealed

"The only possible explanation of Christ and Christianity is
that he was God revealed in human form. His uniqueness in
relation to God makes the Christian doctrine of the

incarnation the only adequate explanation
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of his personality and work. It is utterly impossible to hold
to a merely human Christ. The Christ who proclaims God,
who forgives sin, who unites men to God, who is and has
ever been honored and worshiped in the church is the only
satisfying solution of the problem of how God and man may
be brought together, and man's life find its full realization and
satisfaction."

Christ Is the | AM

He unveils a consciousness of eternal being. He speaks
as one on whom time has no effect, and for whom it has no
meaning. He is the | AM of ancient Israel; he knows no past,
as he knows no future; he is un beginning, unending Being;
he is the eternal Now."

Christ is Immanuel

"A so-called Savior, whose only power to save lies in the
excellent moral precepts that he gave and the pure life that
he lived; who is no longer the God-man, but the mere man;
whose blood had no sacrificial atoning or propitiatory power
in the moral government of Jehovah, but was simply a
martyr's witness to a superior system of ethics is not the
Savior of the four Gospels, or of Paul, or Peter, or John. It is
not under the banners of such a Messiah that the church of
God has achieved its triumphs. The Christ of the New
Testament, of the early church, of universal Christendom; the
Christ, the power of whose name has revolutionized the
world and raised it to its present level, and under whose
guidance the sacramental host of God's redeemed are
advancing and shall advance to yet greater victories over
superstition and sin, is Immanuel, God with us, in our nature,
whose blood 'cleanses us from all sin,' and who is able to
save, even to the uttermost, all that come unto God through
him."



Christ's assurance

"Nothing is more remarkable about our Lord than the
calmness and assurance with which he utters the most
astounding statements. The ablest and most enlightened
men have their hesitations, their periods of agonizing doubt,
their suspense of judgment, their labored inquiries, their
mental conflicts. With Jesus there is nothing of this. Prom
first to last he sees with perfect clearness to the utmost
bound of human thought, knows with absolute certainty
whatever is essential for us to know. His is not the assurance
of ignorance, nor is it the dogmatism of traditional teaching
nor the evasive assurance of a superficial and reckless
mind. It is plainly the assurance of one who stands in the full
noon of truth and speaks what he knows."

The crowning proof

"The crowning proof of the revelation of the Christ of the
Gospels and of experience is that he is capable of being
reproduced by the Holy Spirit in the lives of his followers.'
The culminating evidence of the Godhead of Christ is that he
is able by the Holy Spirit to bestow' his divine life on the lives

of all who are willing to receive him. 'As many
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as received him, to them gave he power to become the
sons of God, even to them that believe on his name.' John
1:12. He thus assures us at once of the certainty of human
access to God and of divine approach to man. All other
views of Christ f ail either on one side or the other. A human
Christ would be unable to satisfy us as to access to God,
while a Christ who is not directly in touch with God could not
assure us of any direct approach of God to man. Like
Jacob's ladder, which was set up on earth with the top
reaching to heaven, Jesus Christ in his human life is a solid
foundation, and in his divine life is a sure guaranty for every



soul that wishes to come to God by him and to commune
with God, through him."

"The supreme proof to every Christian of the deity of his
Lord is then his own inner experience of the transforming
power of his Lord upon the heart and life."

Section VI-THE INCARNATION OF CHRIST

LESSON SIXTEEN The Pre-Existence of Christ

1. Moses knew Christ and wrote of him. Hebrews
11:24-26; John 5:46.

2. The prophets testified of Christ. Acts 10:43; 3:18; 1
Peter 1:10, 11.

3. A new being was not brought into existence at the birth
of Christ, but a change was made in the order of his being.
John 1:14, ARV; Philippians 2:5-7; 2 Corinthians 8:9.

4. Christ himself recognized that he had been with the
Father before he appeared in this world. John 17:5, 24.

5. Christ declared that he came down from heaven. John
6:38, 51; 3:13.

6. Christ repeatedly speaks of himself as one who came
from another place to this world. John 16:28-30; 8:42; 17:8;
8:14; 18:37; 9:39; 12:46; Hebrews 10:5-7.

7. Further testimony is borne to the same fact. 1 Timothy
1:15.

8. The Son of God existed before the world was created.
John 1:3; Hebrews 1:1, 2; Colossians 1:12-16; Proverbs
8:22-26.

NOTES: Christ's tremendous claim

"Nothing is more plain than that over and over again, in all
sorts of ways, by implication and by direct statement, to all
sorts of audiences, friends and foes, He reiterated this
tremendous claim to have dwelt in the bosom of the Father
long before he lay on the breast of Mary."



Co-eternal with the father

"From the days of eternity the Lord Jesus Christ was one
with the Father; he was 'the image of God,' the image of his
greatness and majesty, 'the outshining of his glory." It was to
manifest this glory that he came to our world."-"The Desire of
Ages," p. 19.

Christ and creation

"It was Christ that spread the heavens, and laid the
foundations of the earth. It was his hands that hung the

worlds in space, and
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fashioned the flowers of the field. . . . it was he that filled
the earth with beauty and the air with song. And upon all
things in earth, and air, and sky, he wrote the message of the
Father's love."-Id., p. 20.

Christ's humiliation

"Jesus might have remained at the Father's side. He
might have retained the glory of heaven and the homage of
the angels. But he chose to give back the scepter into the
Father's hands, and to step down from the throne of the
universe, that he might bring light to the benighted and life to
the perishing."-Id., p. 23.

The | AM came in the likeness of men

"It was Christ who from the bush on Mount Horeb spoke to
Moses saying, 'AM THAT | AM. . . . Thus shall thou say unto
the children of Israel, | AM bath sent me unto you.' This was,
the pledge of Israel's deliverance. So when he came 'in the
likeness of men,' he declared himself the | AM. The child of
Bethlehem, the meek and lowly Savior, is God 'manifest in
the flesh." And to us he says, 'l AM the good shepherd."'l AM



the living bread.' 'l AM the way, the truth, and the life."' "All
power is given unto me in heaven and in earth." 'l AM the
assurance of every promise.' 'l AM; be not afraid.' 'God with
us' is the surety of our deliverance from sin, the assurance of
our power to obey the law of heaven."-Id., pp. 24, 25.

In eternal light

"He had dwelt in eternal light, as one with God, but his life
on earth must be spent in solitude."-Id., p. 111.

The eternal Son

"The writers of the New Testament believed that in the
human body of Jesus of Nazareth lived one who existed
from eternity as a person distinct from the Father yet in
closest relation to him, the eternal Son of God. This implies
that at the birth of Jesus the eternal Son, already the creator
of man, entered into a new and very intimate relation to our
race."

"Our Lord's earthly life is, as it were, a jewel unclosed
within the flashing gold of his eternal dwelling with God."

A former real existence

"Certainly | cannot believe that the real teaching of such
passages as these [already quoted by the author], and of the
Old Testament facts alluded to in them, is exhausted by the
hypothesis of a merely typical 'prophetic reference to Christ
and his work for or his gracious gifts to the Christian church;
as if he as well as they were as yet wholly future; as if he
had not then a real existence in active, though hidden,
relation to the then dispensation and to those who were his
people under that dispensation.”

The Son in olden times



"God the Father, as he at first framed and created the
world through his Son, so through the same Son did he
afterward manifest himself to the world. Therefore the Son of
God, although in the last times of his incarnation he has at
length held familiar intercourse with mankind, still always
from the very earliest period of its existence presided over
the church; and even under the Old Testament, though by a
hidden and secret dispensation, showed himself to holy
men."

"We understand the divine person, the Lord God, who
thus first preached the gospel in the hearing of our first
parents, and revealed the great central truth that the triumph
over evil should be achieved by One in our nature, to have
been himself the Son of God, thus entering on a new phrase
of his inherent mediator ship, and beginning to manifest
himself as the Savior and champion of man against the euvil
one, man's seducer and oppressor, and his own envious
adversary and rival."

LESSON SEVETEEN The Incarnation

1. Scripture testimony to the fact. Matthew 1:18-21; 2:1, 2;
Luke 1:26-35; 2:1-12.; 2:25-35; John 1:1, 14; Acts 13:23;
Romans 1:1-3; 9:5; 8:3; Galatians 4:4; Philippians 2:5-8;
Hebrews 2:14.

2. Christ shared in our common humanity. Hebrews 2:16,
17, ARV; 4:15; Luke 2:40, 52; Matthew 4:2; John 4:5, 6;
Matthew 8:23, 24; John 11:35.

3. Christ still retains his humanity. Luke 24:36-40, 51;
John 20:17, 26, 27; Acts 1:9; 7:55; 1 Timothy 3:16; 2:5.

4. There was, and is, an experimental knowledge of the
incarnation. 1 John 1:1-3.

NOTES: The most influential fact

"The incarnation, the most stupendous and influential fact
in the whole history of the world."



A transcendent revelation

"The descent of the Son of God from his eternal majesty
to the infirmities and sorrows and temptations of this mortal
condition, is so transcendent a revelation both of the love of

God and the possible greatness
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and blessedness of man that we need not be surprised
that to many profound Christian thinkers the incarnation has
seemed to constitute the whole of the Christian gospel."

The incarnation absolutely essential

"The truth, then, of the incarnation was, from the
evangelists' point of view, absolutely essential to the
Christian religion."

The union of the Godhead with humanity

"God was manifest in the flesh: in Christ we behold the
union of the Godhead with humanity-the divinity not
destroying the humanity, the humanity remaining in its
integrity in order that the divinity might be revealed by it."

"They that cannot see in Christ the finite as well as the
infinite, cannot rightly see the glory of God shining in the
face of Jesus Christ."

"We have in the life of Christ a flesh and blood translation
of the holy will of God which he who runs may read."

The expression of a great truth

"The incarnation was the mature expression in the fullness
of time of the truth that 'God is love;' a truth which by
implication carries with it the divine passion; for what is love
without self-imposed pain and sacrifice?"

Love and Omnipotence



"We never shall have any proper conception of what true
dignity is until we understand that Love is upon the throne of
the universe. He that sits upon the throne came into the
world and washed the feet of those Galilean fishermen, that
believers might be blissfully aware that Love is wedded to
Omnipotence."

An accomplished fact

"In the incarnation we see what God has actually done.
Here we have, not a fancy, not a hope, not a vague
expectation, not a promise, but accomplished fact, as solid
and unchangeable as our own past life."

An incarnate revelation

"Man's knowledge of God, and of himself as related to
God, is the subject of revelation a progressive revelation that
culminated in the coming of the Son of God in our nature. By
the incarnate Christ has, been supplied this fundamental
need of knowledge; through him has been declared what
God is and what man ought to be. Jesus Christ is not only
the revelation of Godhead, he is also the revelation of
manhood."

The twin pillars

"The Inspired Word and the Incarnate Word, God's word
written and the Word made flesh-these are the twin pillars of
our faith."

God in Christ

"The God who dwells in the thick darkness, remote from
sense and above thought, has come forth and made himself
known to man, even in a very real way has come within the
reach of man's senses, in the manhood of Jesus Christ."



A new mode of existence

"We read in John 1:14 that the Word, not only came in
flesh as in 1 John 4:2, but 'became flesh.' These last words
imply that the eternal Son entered at his incarnation a mode
of existence new to him, and became what he was not
before; that he not only took upon him human bodily form,
but accepted the limitations of human bodily life as the mode
of his own existence while on earth."

The golden ladder

"Jacob's vision has come true. There is the golden ladder,
with its foot resting on the cold, stony earth, and its top on
heaven's starry platform, with its angels ascending and
descending through the darkness; and you may climb its
steps, high as you willl So humanity receives its crown of
life. Heaven and earth are linked, God and man reunited, in
the person of Jesus Christ."

Manhood wedded to divinity

"Forevermore, manhood is wedded to divinity in the
perpetual humanity of Jesus Christ."

The abode of the divine nature

"So we are pointed to the glorified corporeal humanity of
Jesus Christ in His exaltation as the abode, now and forever,
of all the fullness of the divine nature, which is thereby
brought very near to us. This grand truth seems to Paul to
shiver to pieces all the dreams of these teachers about angel
mediators, and to brand as folly every attempt to learn truth
and God anywhere else but in him."

A representative humanity



"From the first, penitence has found its expression, its
relief, its satisfaction, in the cross of Christ, because with
varying degrees of intelligence and apprehension, this
fundamental truth has been grasped, namely, that the
humanity of Christ is representative identified with the race
by nothing less than the incarnation.”

The true consolation

"He who returned to the throne carried with him the
manhood which he had assumed, and bore it thither into the
glory in which the Word had dwelt from the beginning. And
this is the true consolation which Christ offered to these his
weeping servants, and which he still offers to us his waiting
children, that now the manhood of Jesus Christ is exalted to
participation in the divine glory, and dwells there in the calm,
invisible sweetness and solemnity of fellowship with the
Father."

Heaven and earth united

"Henceforth it was to be no visionary ladder, swept away
by the dawn, which was to lead up to heaven, but that in
Jesus God himself is permanently made over to us; that he,
in his one, visible person, unites heaven and earth, God and
man; that there is an ever-living union-between the highest
height of heaven and the lowest depth of earth. Profound
and wide as the humanity of Christ, to the most forgotten
and remote outcast, to the most sunken and despairing of
men, do God's love and care and helpfulness now come;
high and glorious as the divinity of Christ may the hopes of
all men now rise. He who understands the incarnation of the
Son of God has a surer ground of faith, and a richer hope
and a straighter access to heaven, than if the ladder of
Jacob stood at his bed head and God's angels were
ministering to him."



The man Christ Jesus

"In Christ, the eternal Son of God became man; and he
has not ceased to be man. In Christ, a divine person once
made human nature the organ of a life of perfect obedience;
in Christ, a divine person now makes human nature the
organ of supreme and universal sovereignty. In Christ, the
eternal Son of God accepted all the limitations of human life,
taking the form of a servant, being made in the likeness of
men; and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled
himself, becoming obedient unto death, yea, the death of the
cross; and in Christ the eternal Word is now enthroned
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and
God has put all things under his feet."

The most important event

"The incarnation was to be some time, and it is as real
having occurred then as if it were occurring now. It occurred
in its fit time; but its bearing on us is not dependent on the
time of its occurrence. If it had been accomplished in our
day, what should we have thought of it? Would it have been
nothing to us to see God, to hear him, perhaps to have had
his eye turned upon us with personal observation, with pity,
with remonstrance? Would it have been nothing to us to see
him taking the sinner's place, scourged, mocked, crucified?
Is it conceivable that in presence of such a manifestation of
God we should have been indifferent? Would not our whole
nature have burned with shame that we and our fellow men
should have brought our God to this? And are we to suffer
the mere fact of Christ's being incarnate in a put age and not
in our own, to alter our attitude toward him, and blind us to
the reality? Of more importance than anything that is now
happening in our own life is this incarnation of the Only
Begotten of the Father."



The union of the Creator with the creature

"The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.' The
Son of God, who had all along been the angel of mercy to
the human race, as he had ever been the one mediator of
life and light from the Godhead to the created universe, now,
at length, 'for us men and for our salvation, came down from

heaven, and was incarnate, by the Holy Ghost, of
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the Virgin Mary; and was made man.' By this act his
mediator ship was, at length and forever, constituted in its
full absolute preordained completeness and perfection. That
which all along had been prepared for and foretold, that
toward which all things had before been tending, at length
was fully realized. The most stupendous event happened
which thought can conceive; the most stupendous, whether
in itself or in its consequences, consequences which can
have no limit, whether in the ranks of created existence or
through the process of the unending future. The actual union
of the Creator with the creature was effected in the person of
the eternal Son."

The Eternal in time

"Within the kingdom of the incarnation, the true law of
man's life is no longer an ideal which eludes and disheartens
us. It may be realized. That his creatures might no longer
shrink from him in their weakness and Pollution; that he
might be their strong God in a deeper sense than he could
be the strength of David; that Christians might fold him to
their inmost souls with a wondering yet triumphant sense of
possession, with a trembling, yet endearing intimacy of
touch, which else had been inconceivable-the
Incomprehensible has submitted to bonds, the Eternal has
entered into conditions of time, the Most Holy has been a
victim for sin.



The essential faith

"This is the central, the essential, the imperishable faith of
Christendom. It makes God the God of those who cling to
him in strong and simple confidence, after a manner and
measure which they only can know who have the happiness
to do so. For them the past is pardoned through the atoning
blood. For them the problem of life is simple. The sky above
their heads may be overclouded by a passing difficulty, but
they have within themselves him whose very dwelling-place
is hidden from other men. Through the Spirit and the
sacraments they lay true hold upon that Sacred Humanity in
which dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. Christ in
them is the hope of glory. Their thoughts, their affections,
their resolves, are gradually interpenetrated by the intellect,
and heart, and will of the Son of Man. They live, yet not they,
but Christ lives in them. He is at once their philosophy, and
their robe of righteousness, and the internal principle of their
progressive sanctification. They are made to sit with him
together in heavenly places; they live beneath his smile, and
partake of his bounty; and they know that, if they be only true
to him, he will not leave them, and that the land which lies
beyond that horizon of time on which the strained eye of
their souls rests with eager hope, they will be his, and he will
be theirs, yet more intimately, and that forever."

The adoption of human nature

"God has adopted human nature in the person of his Son,
and has carried the same into the highest heaven. It is the
'Son of man' who shares the throne of the universe. It is the

'Son of man' whose name
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shall be called, "Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God,
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.' The | AM is the
days man between God and humanity, laying his hand upon
both. He who is 'holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from



sinners,' is not ashamed to call us brethren. In Christ the
family of earth and the family of heaven are bound together.
Christ glorified is our brother. Heaven is enshrined in
humanity, and humanity is infolded in the bosom of Infinite
Love."-"The Desire of Ages," pp. 25, 26.

The new breath of life

"Look steadily at the incarnation, at the love which made
Christ take our place and identify himself with us; consider
the new breath of life that this one act has breathed into
human life, ennobling the world and showing us how deep
and lovely are the possibilities that lie in human nature; and
new thoughts of your own conduct will lay hold of your mind.
Come to this great central fire, and your cold, hard nature
will be melted;-try in some sort to weigh this divine love and
accept it as your own, as that which embraces and cares for
and carries you on to all good, and you will insensibly be
imbued with its spirit."

Read Chapter One in "The Desire of Ages."

LESSON EIGHTEEN Prophecies Concerning the Incarnation

1. A seed was promised. Genesis 3:15; 12:7; 22:18;
Psalm 89:3, 4; 2 Samuel 7:12.

2. The promised seed was Christ in the flesh. John
7:40-42; Acts 3:25, 26; 13:33; Romans 1:3; 2 Timothy 2:8;
Galatians 3:16-19.

3. In the Old Testament there is a prophetic biography of
Christ in the flesh. Genesis 3:15; 12:3; 49:8-10; Isaiah 7:14;
9:6; 11:1-5; 2 Samuel 7; Micah 5:2; Daniel 9 Hosea 11:1;
Isaiah 40:9-11; Malachi 3:1; Isaiah 42 and 53 Zechariah
11:13; 12:10; 13:7; Psalm 41:9; Exodus 12:46 Psalms 22
and 16; 68:18; 110:1; 118:22, 23.

NOTES: The purpose of the ages



"The great purpose of the ages, hidden from times eternal
but disclosed through the manifestation and the mediation of
Christ, was marvelous incarnation of Deity."

The key of history

"The incarnation is no strange and sudden, isolated,
unrelated fact in the history of man, but is rather the center
and key of all history. All before it led up to it: all that follows
grows out of it or is subordinate to it."

Holy Scripture and the incarnation

"The whole teaching of Holy Scripture places the
incarnation at the center of the methods of God with a
sinning race. Toward that incarnation everything moved until
its accomplishment, finding therein fulfillment and
explanation. The messages of the prophets and seers and
the songs of the psalmists trembled with more or less
certainty toward the final music which announced the coming
of Christ: All the results also of these partial and broken
messages of the past led toward the incarnation.”

The historical meaning

"Do not forget the meaning of the incarnation historically. It
was the invasion of human history by one who snatched the
scepter from the usurper. It was the intrusion of forces into
human history which dissolved the consistency of the works
of the devil and caused them to break and fail."

The answer to the world's need

"I Back of kings. and priestly men, back of seers and
psalmists, stands a silent and majestic Figure, shaping the
thought of those expectant ages, and so 'preparing and
making ready the way' for his advent and welcome who, in



God's time, came in as his personal answer to the world's
great need and hope."

The central fact

"The central fact in human history is that God was in
Christ reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing, their
trespasses unto them; for he hath made him to be sin for us,
who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness
of God in him. 2 Corinthians 5:19, 21. All beside in history is
subservient to this great act. The works of God in the world
during the whole space of time from the fall to the
incarnation were all preparatory to this. The separation of a
particular nation from the rest of the world to receive the law,
the types, and the promises, that from them the gospel might
shine forth to the rest of the world, constituted the religious
preparation for the advent of Christ; the Greek language and
literature contributed the intellectual preparation; while
Roman conquests and laws afforded the political preparation
for that great event, and for the kingdom of God as founded
by Christ."

The consummation of all revelation

"While our heavenly Father left not himself without witness
among the nations, all other and previous revelations of

himself have been
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eclipsed by the incarnation and mediation of Jesus Christ,
'who as manifested in the flesh, justified in the spirit, seen of
angels, preached among the nations, believed on in the
world, received up into glory. 1 Timothy 3:16. All the
marvelous revelations of God given in the books of Moses,
and in the prophets, and in the Psalms, are consummated in
the manifestation of the Christ of God."

LESSON NINETEEN The Purposes of the Incarnation



1. To reveal God to the world. John 1:14, 18; 3:11; 17:6,
26; 1 Timothy 3:16.

2. To bear sin. Isaiah 53:6, 11; 1 Peter 2:24; Hebrews
9:28; John 1:29, margin; 1 John 3:5, ARV, margin.

3. To destroy the devil and his works. Hebrews 2:14; 1
John 13:8; John 12:31; 16:33; Romans 8:1-4.

4. To bring God and man together. Genesis 28:12; John
1:51; Matthew 1:23; 1 Peter 3:18.

NOTES: The incarnation and our salvation

"The incarnation is a true entrance of the eternal Son of
God into our nature for the purposes of man's salvation."

"His birth was the entrance of the eternal Son into human
life in order to save from destruction the human race."

"If the incarnation of Christ mean anything real in this
direction, anything for human need and hope to rest upon, it
is that God, then and there, joined in mysterious but
harmonious union divinity and humanity for the world's actual
redemption from the penalty and power of sin."

"In some actual and fundamental, though to us
inexplicable, way, the divine Savior so united himself with the
sinful race of man that he bare in his own body, in his own
personal experience, not only the weight of its sorrow, but
also the weight, though not the guilt, of its sin."

"He shows us . . . the purpose of this whole manifestation
of God in Christ to be the presenting of men perfect in purity,
before the perfect judgment of God."

Our way to God is a person

"Then is our way back to God a person-a divine-human
person not any spoken, word of God simply, however true
and potent, but 'the Word made flesh, and dwelling among
us."



A vast moral achievement

"Christ assumed, not the original sinless, but our fallen
humanity. In this second experiment, he stood not precisely
where Adam before him had, but with immense odds against
him-evil, with all the prestige of victory and its consequent
enthronement in the very constitution of our nature, armed
with more terrific power against the possible realization of
this divine idea of man-perfect holiness. All this considered,
the disadvantages of the situation, the tremendous risks
involved, and the fierceness of the opposition encountered,
we come to some adequate sense both of the reality and
greatness of that vast moral achievement. human nature
tempted, tried, miscarried in Adam, lifted up in Christ to the
sphere of actualized sinlessness."

The problem stated

"The problem which in the assumption of fallen human
nature, Christ proposed and accepted for himself, was none
other than this namely, by personally identifying himself with
all its ill fortunes, and sharing the very lameness super
induced by sin, to master, in it and for it, the infernal power
which had wrought all the mischief and woe."

God meeting our need

"He was God manifest in the flesh, and came to this earth
'that he might bring us to God.' It is this that makes Christ
central and dominant in every life that receives him, winning
trust, redeeming from sin, eliciting devotion, and inspiring
hope. It is because he is God manifest, God entering into
human life, God meeting human need."

The two halves of the story

"The revelation of the love of God in the incarnation of the
Lord Jesus Christ and his death f or the sin of the race, and



the wonderful blessings with which the Christian life is
enriched even in this world, are but the assurance of other
manifestations of the divine grace in the golden ages of the
endless future. We have only told half the story of the divine
love when we have spoken of the descent of the Son of God
from his greatness and majesty to the sorrows and conflicts
of this earthly life; and that half of the story is incredible until
we make it clear that he came in order to lift up the race to
the heights of God."

| am He

"He was manifested and let us not read into the 'he'
anything small or narrow. If we do, we shall at once be
driven into the place of having to deny the declaration that
he can take away sins. If he was man as a man merely, then
though he be perfect and sinless, he cannot take away sins
if into the 'he' we will read all that John evidently meant
according to the testimony of his own writing, we shall begin
to see something of the stupendous idea, and something of
the possibility at least of believing the declaration that 'he

was manifested to take away sins."
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"Consider the manifestation and sins, as to man. The
terms of the final promise of the incarnation were, "Thou shall
call his name Jesus; for it is he that shall save his people
from their sins." When the songs to which the shepherds
listened were heard, what said they? '"There is born to you
this day . . . a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.' The promise of
the incarnation was that of the coming of one to lift sins."

He in us and we in him

"And if there be some, as, alas there are, who know not
man's calling, as chosen in Christ to be the heir of all things,
let them, looking in the face of Jesus, see God's love to man,
who so loved us that he gave his Son to be for us a perfect



man; to know our relationships, and our sorrows, and our
toils, and at last our death, that in everything he might be
linked with us, and through his death, still not loosing us,
might in himself lift us up, to sit in heavenly places, angels,
and principalities, and powers, all subject to him as man, a
pledge that to us also they shall be subject in due season.
Oh, might the mystery of his incarnation come home to us as
befits its glory! O that we might understand what it witnesses
of God's purpose touching the sons of men; that he should
be our everlasting dwelling-place, and we his temples; that
he should be seen in us, and we be hid in him!"

Section VII-THE ATONING DEATH OF CHRIST

LESSON TWENTY The Death of Christ

1. The death of Christ was a subject of prophecy. Isaiah
53:7-12; Daniel 9:26; Zechariah 12:10; 13:7; Psalm 22:16.

2. During his earthly ministry, Christ spoke of his coming
death. John 2:19; 3:14; 6:51; Matthew 16:21; 17:22, 23;
20:18; John 12:23, 24.

3. His death and the events leading directly to it are made
very prominent in the Gospels. Matthew 20:17 to 27:66;
Mark 10:32 to 15:47; Luke 19:28 to 23:55; John 12:1 to
19:42.

4. His death was a voluntary act. John 10:11, 15, 17, 18;
15:13; 1 John 3:16, Matthew 26:52-54.

NOTES: An awful crisis

"To Christ his death was not a mere martyrdom, but an
awful and glorious crisis in his own history and in the history
of the human race."

The supreme achievement

"The laying down of his life was the supreme achievement
of his self-sacrifice, his great and unique act of submission



on behalf of the race to the justice of the evils which the race
had deserved by sin. And if this is true, then, although no
theory of the relations between his death and the
forgiveness of sin may afford us intellectual satisfaction, and
though there are times and moods in the life of most of us
when the greatness and sacredness of the mystery seem to
forbid as irreverent and profane all attempts to speculate on
the manner in which his death accomplished its great
redemptive purposes, we may still receive with awe and
wonder, with faith and hope and immeasurable joy, the
blessed assurance that he suffered for sins once, the
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God."

Of supreme significance

"We cannot help observing the prominence of the story of
the last week of our Lord's earthly life in the record of the
Gospels. Taking an ordinary Bible, it is surprising to observe

the space devoted to the
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last week of the life and ministry of Christ, those days
which were spent in full expectation of and preparation for
his imminent death. For example, out of thirty pages devoted
to the first Gospel, no less than ten are given to the record of
the last week. In the second Gospel, out of nineteen pages
seven axe occupied with the story from Palm Sunday to
Easter Day. In St. Luke's Gospel no less than one fourth is
taken up with the story of these days; and out of twenty-four
pages in the fourth Gospel ten are actually concerned with
the same period. This prominence given to the events of the
last few days demands attention and calls for explanation. In
view of the crowded three years of Christ's ministry, is it not
striking that there should be such fragmentariness in the
story of those years until we come to the last few days!
Surely the conspicuous place given to the death in the
Gospels must mean that the writers regarded it as of
supreme significance."



A different death

"No mere man ever laid down his life for others in the
sense in Which Christ laid down his life for the world. Every
man must die at some time; 'there is no discharge in that
warfare.! When a man sacrifices his life, he does but
sacrifice a few days or years; he does but lay it down earlier
instead of later. But Christ did not choose between dying at
one time rather than at another; he chose between dying
and not dying. Thus, viewed in any light whatever, the
voluntary sufferings of Christ surpass our powers of thought
and imagination, reaching infinitely beyond all human
experience."

The great Sacrifice

"Savior, | lift my trembling eyes To that bright seat, where,
placed on high, The great, the atoning Sacrifice, For me, for
all, is ever nigh."

A vicarious death

"To cancel the curse, to lift the ban, to inoculate the
antitoxin of grace, to restore life, to purchase pardon, to
ransom the enslaved, to defeat Satan's work; in one word, to
reconcile and restore a lost race; for this, Jesus Christ, the
Son of God and Son of man, came into this world and
offered up his divine-human person, body and soul. Christ's
death upon the cross, both as a substitute and as the federal
representative of humanity, voluntary, altruistic, vicarious,
sinless, sacrificial, purposed not accidental, from the
standpoint of humanity unconsciously brutal, but from the
standpoint of love indescribably glorious, not only satisfied
all the demands of the divine righteousness, but offered the
most powerful incentive to repentance, morality, and self-
sacrifice."



The meaning of Christ's death

"St. Paul became, in the providence of God, the
constructive genius of Christianity. His place in history,
through the Spirit, was that of the elucidator of the salient

facts of Christianity, and especially of that
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one great subject which Christ left in a measure
unexplained, his own death. That great subject, its cause, its
meaning, its result, became the very fundamental of his
gospel. It was the commencement, center, and
consummation of his theology. It was the elemental truth of
his creed. He began with it. It pervaded his life. He gloried in
it to the last. The sinner is dead, enslaved, guilty, and
hopeless, without the atoning death of Jesus Christ. But
Christ died for him, in his stead, became a curse for him,
became sin for him, gave himself for him, was an offering
and a sacrifice to God for him, redeemed him, justified him,
saved him from wrath, purchased him by his blood,
reconciled him by his death."

A propitiatory and substitutionary death

"Christ's death was a death for sin; Christ died for our
sins; that is, on behalf of, instead of, our sins. There was
something in sin that made his death a divine necessity. His
death was a propitiatory, substitutionary, sacrificial, vicarious
death. Its object was to annul sin; to propitiate divine justice,
to procure for us God's righteousness; to ransom us, and to
reconcile us. Christ's death was conciliating, in that by it men
are reconciled to God, and sin's curse and the sinner's
slavery and liability to death, and incapability of returning to
God, are overcome by the death of the Lamb who was
slaughtered as a victim and immolated as a sacrifice. 1
Corinthians 5:7. To Paul the life of the Christian emerged
from the death of Christ. All love, all regeneration, all



sanctification, all liberty, all, joy, all power, circles around the
atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, and
did for us objectively something that man could never do,
and who wrought that incredible, that impossible thing,
salvation by the substitution of his life in the place of the

quilty.”

LESSON TWENTY-ONE The Ancient Sacrificial System Found Its Fulfillment
in Christ

1. The Passover lamb was a type of Christ. Exodus
12:3-14; 1 Corinthians 5:7.

2. The continual burnt offering was a type of Christ.
Exodus 29:39-42; Hebrews 9:25, 26.

3. The sin offering was a type of Christ. Leviticus 4:32, 33;
Isaiah 53:6, 7; John 1:29.

4. The tabernacle was itself a type of the incarnate Christ.
Exodus 25:8; 29:43-45; 40:34; John, 1:14; 2:19-21.

58
5. All other ceremonial observances were as shadows of

the reality Christ. Colossians 2:16, 17; Hebrews 10:1.

6. The typical system was abolished by the incarnation
and death of Christ. Matthew 27:50, 51; Colossians 2:14;
Hebrews 10:4-9.

NOTES: Fact-prophecies of Christ

"Sacrifice, altar, priest, temple, spoke of Him."

"The whole elaborate ritual of the Jew had sacrifice for its
vital center, and the prediction of the Great Sacrifice for its
highest purpose.”

"Their temple and all that was done in it, their law, their
prophets, their institutions, their history, and their daily life, all
spoke to them of God, and reminded them that God dwelt
among them and would come to his own."

The shadow



"Those symbolical and typical ministrations of mediation
were a shadow of the good things to come. They serve to
illustrate and in their measure reveal the greater and more
perfect sacrifice of Christ, and the nature of his divine-human
mediation."

High priest and victim

"Christ is the high priest of the human race who is offering
a victim in expiation of human sin, and that victim himself.
He is the one real sacrificer of whom all the Jewish priests
had for those long centuries been only shadows, and his
sacrifice is the one offering which throughout all ages has
power in heaven."

Incomplete services

"The redemption yearly commemorated by the Passover
lamb; burnt offerings and sin offerings, day by day; and,
more than all besides, the great day of atonement by specific
priestly act gathering up and carrying through the veil, and to
definite issue, an expiatory service, altogether extraordinary
and unique, inclusive of the entire nation these all, incipient
and incomplete in themselves, looked forward to and came
at last to their full atoning significance in the awful tragedy of
Calvary."

The true sacrifice

"Christ is the dwelling place of Deity, the meeting-place of
God and man, the place of sacrifice; and, built on him, we in
him become a spiritual house. There are none other temples

than these.
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Christ is the great priest, and in his presence all human
priesthood loses its consecration, for it could offer only
external sacrifice, and secure a local approach to a 'worldly
sanctuary.' He is the real Aaron, and we in him become a



royal priesthood. There are none other priests than these.
Christ is the true sacrifice. His death is the real propitiation
for sin, and we in him become thank offerings, moved by his
mercies to present ourselves living sacrifices. There are
none other offerings than these. So the law as a code of
ceremonial worship is done to death in the cross, and, like
the temple veil, is torn in two from the top to the bottom."

Through his blood

"The impossibility of drawing near to a holy God without
the intervention of an ordained, and so acceptable sacrifice
of atonement, the principle that without shedding of blood
there is no remission (Hebrews 9:22), these were to be
deeply and lastingly imprinted. in the conscience of the
Jewish race, and through them on that of mankind; in order
that so the necessary moral foundation might be laid, in the
inner conviction of sin and in the sense of guiltiness before
God (Romans 3:19), for the joyful acceptance of the gospel
of salvation; i.e., of forgiveness and justification through faith
in the blood of Christ. Hebrews 9:25.

"To this great object tended the special institutions of the
sin offering, as an addition to the primitive whole burnt
offering and peace offering; of the tabernacle, with its holy of
holies, unapproachable save by the high priest alone; of the
peculiar and significant ritual of the great day of atonement;
and of the constant daily morning and evening sacrifice. All
spoke, in striking and varied. ways, of One who was to
come; of One who should be at once 'himself the victim and
himself the priest,' at once the Lamb of God without blemish
and without spot, and the one true and only and abiding
priest, the true Aaron and the true Melchizedek, in whose
one offering of himself, made once for all, 'single and
complete,’ this whole elaborate and complicated, this
burdensome, yet highly significant and expressive, system
should be completely fulfiled and realized; its whole



substance and essential purpose absolutely secured forever;
so completely, so absolutely, as to render its longer actual
continuance first needless and then mischievous; while the
standing record of its divinely ordained, though only
temporary, provisions, was still preserved in the inspired
volume of the Pentateuch, to teach the abiding principles
which underlay them, and to point forever, as the Christian
student sees it to point to him who is the sum and substance
of them all; and so to throw a most instructive and always
needed light on the whole redemptive, work of the Christ."

A compacted prophecy

"In every page, whether history or precept or prophecy,
the Old Testament Scriptures are irradiated with the glory of
the Son of God. So far as it was of divine institution, the
entire system of Judaism was a compacted prophecy of the
gospel. To Christ 'give all the prophets witness.' John 3:17.
From the promise given to Adam down through the
patriarchal line and the legal economy, heaven's glorious
light made plain the footsteps of the Redeemer. Seers
beheld the Star of Bethlehem, the Shiloh to come, as future
things swept before them in mysterious procession. In every

sacrifice, Christ's death was shown. In every cloud
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of incense his righteousness ascended. By every jubilee
trumpet his name was sounded. In the awful mystery of the
holy of holies his glory dwelt."-"The Desire of Ages," pp. 211,
212.

Type and antitype

"The ceremonial system was made up of symbols pointing
to Christ, to his sacrifice and his priesthood. This ritual law,
with its sacrifices and ordinances, was to be performed by
the Hebrews until type met antitype in, the death of Christ,
the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. Then



all the sacrificial offerings were to cease. It is this law that
Christ took out of the way, nailing it to his cross." Patriarchs
and Prophets," p. 351.

LESSON TWENTY-TWO As Our Representative, Christ Died for Our Sins

1. The whole human family died in the person of Christ,
the head of the family. 2 Corinthians 5:14, ARV; Romans
5:19.

2. Christ bore the penalty of sin in our stead. 1 Corinthians
15:3; Galatians 1:4; Romans 5:7, 8; Hebrews 2:9; 2
Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 3:18; Isaiah 53:5, 6; John 10:11;
11:51.

3. By his death Christ paid the price of redemption.
Matthew 20:28; 1 Timothy 2:5, 6; 1 Peter 1:18, 19; Galatians
3:13; Acts 20:28; Revelation 5:9; Romans 3:24; 8:32;
Ephesians 1:7; 5:25.

NOTES: A ransom

"And now the Lord of Glory was dying, a ransom for the
race. . . . Christ was the prince of sufferers; but this suffering
was from a sense of the malignity of sin, a knowledge that
through familiarity with evil man had become blinded to its
enormity. Christ saw how deep is the hold of sin upon the
human heart, how few would be willing to break from its
power. He knew that without help from God, humanity must
perish, and he saw multitudes perishing within reach of
abundant help.

"Upon Christ as our substitute and surety was laid the
iniquity of us all. He was counted a transgressor, that he
might redeem us from the condemnation of the law. The guilt
of every descendant of Adam was pressing upon his heart.
The wrath of God against sin, the terrible manifestation of his
displeasure because of iniquity, filled the soul of his Son with

consternation. . ..
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Now with the terrible weight of guilt he bears, he cannot
see the Father's reconciling face. The withdrawal of the
divine countenance from the Savior in this hour of supreme
anguish pierced his heart with a sorrow that can never be
fully understood by man. So great was this agony that his
physical pain was hardly felt."-"The Desire of Ages," pp. 752,
753.

Redeemed by his blood

"Thus it is abundantly shown that Christ, the Son of the
Most High, the Word, by whom the worlds were made, in
whom all things consist, the first and the last, the image of
the invisible God, in whom all fullness dwells, was made
flesh, and laid down his life to purge us from sin, and to
redeem us to God by his own blood."

The sin-bearer

"The spotless Son of God hung upon the cross, his flesh
lacerated stripes; those hands so often reached out in
blessing, nailed to the wooden bars; those feet so tireless on
ministries of love, spiked to the tree; that royal head pierced
by the crown of thorns; those quivering lips shaped to the cry
of woe. And all that he endured, the blood drops that flowed
from his head, his hands, his feet, the agony that racked his
frame, and the unutterable anguish that filled his soul at the
hiding of his Father's face, speaks to each child of humanity,
declaring, It is for thee that the Son of God consents to bear-
this burden of guilt; for thee he spoils the domain of death,
and opens the gates of Paradise. He who stilled the angry
waves and walked the foam-capped billows, who made
devils tremble and disease flee, who opened blind eyes and
called forth the dead to life, offers himself upon the cross as
a sacrifice, and this from love to thee. He, the Sin-bearer,
endures the wrath of divine justice, and for thy sake
becomes sin itself." "The Desire of Ages," pp. 754, 755.



A subject for study

"It would be needful for his church in all succeeding ages
to make his death for the sins of the world a subject of deep
thought and study. Every fact connected with it should be
verified beyond a doubt." Id., p. 571.

Things which cannot be described

"Men can paint the cursed tree, but not the curse of the
law that made it so. Men can paint Christ bearing the cross
to Calvary, but not Christ bearing the sins of many. We may
describe the nails piercing hi s sacred flesh. But who can
describe eternal justice piercing both' flesh and spirit? We
may describe the soldier's spear, but not the arrow of the
Almighty; the cup of vinegar which he but tasted, but not the
cup of wrath which he drank out to the lowest dregs; the
derision of the Jews, but not the desertion of the Almighty
forsaking his Son, that he might never forsake us who were
his enemies."

Bearing our sins

"Christ is set forth as a propitiation, that through faith in his
blood we may receive the remission of sins that are past,
that God may be just, and the justifier of him that believeth in
Jesus.

Romans 3:23-26. No one can imagine that Christ bore our
sins on the tree except in the sense of suffering in his death
the desert of our sins, for death is that desert. He hath made
him to be sin for us 'not that he was a sinner, for he knew no
sin,' but he was counted a sinner-sin-was imputed to him, if
you please, for our sake, 'that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him." 2 Corinthians 5:21. We cannot
imagine how he was made sin for us, except by his bearing



our sins, which he did, and standing in our stead before the
violated law."”

Liberation from the penalty

"In what sense does Paul assert in Romans 3:24 that
there is redemption in Christ Jesus? Wherever the word and
its cognates are found we have the idea of liberation. And in
the passage before us this idea is already suggested by the
word justified: for the justification of men who 'have all
sinned' involves their liberation from the due penalty of their
sins. That this liberation is brought about by the violent death
of Christ on the cross, is implied in the conspicuous words 'in
his blood' in verse 25. In verse 26 Paul adds that the
purpose for which 'God set forth' Christ 'in his blood' was to
harmonize with his own justice the justification of those that
believe in Christ. If so, Christ's death was absolutely needful
for our salvation: for God cannot possibly be unjust. And if
so, it was, in the full sense of the word, the redemption price
of our salvation."

Salvation refused

"God's purpose of salvation through the death of Christ
embraced all men, and . . . consequently they who perish do
so, not because they were excluded by God from his
purpose of salvation, but simply and only because they
refused the offered salvation."

The Lamb of God

"He gave himself for our sins. He came to a world steeped
in wickedness, seething with rebellion against God, hating
him because it hated the Father that sent him, sure to say as
soon as it saw him, 'We will not have this man to reign over
us.' Not therefore by way of incarnation and revelation alone,
as it might have been for an innocent race; but by way of



sacrifice, as a victim on the altar of expiation, 'a lamb led to
the slaughter,' he gave himself up for us all."

The basis of forgiveness

Christ's death has so met the requirements of the divine
law that the divine love can come freely forth, and embrace
and forgive sinful men. That fact is the very center of the
revelation of God in Christ, the very secret of his power. He

has died. Voluntarily and of his own
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love, as well as in obedience to the Father's loving will, he
has borne the consequences of the sin which he had never
shared."

The costly means

"As the costly means absolutely needful for man's
salvation, the various writers of the New Testament speak of
the death of Christ as a ransom for men. This metaphor
implies that Christ died in our stead: For the ransom takes
conspicuously the place of the captives set free. We may
now describe the use of this family of words in the New
Testament by saying that evangelical redemption is the
deliverance of sinners from the penalty and power of sin by
the costly means of the death of Christ."

LESSON TWENTY-THREE The "Servant" of Isaiah 42 to 53

. The servant as a worker.

. The prophecy. Isaiah 42:1-7; 49:5-9.

. The fulfillment. Matthew 12:17-21; 3:17; 17:5.
. The servant as a witnhess.

. The prophecy. Isaiah 43:10.

. The fulfillment. John 18:37.

. The servant as a sufferer.

. The prophecy. Isaiah 52:13-15; 53:3-5, 11.

VO WT O DNTQO -



b. The fulfillment. Matthew 8:16, 17; Luke 18:31-33; Acts
3:13-15, ARV; 4:27, 28, ARV; 8:32-35.

All of chapters 42 to 53 should be read in connection with
this lesson.

NOTES: Jesus the servant

"With the four Gospels in existence, no one doubts or can
doubt that Jesus of Nazareth fulfilled the cry, 'Behold my
Servant.! With him it ceased to be a mere ideal, and took its
place as the greatest achievement iii history."

"It is in the New Testament that we see the most perfect
reflection of the Servant of the Lord."

A great prophecy fulfilled in Jesus

"None but prejudiced Jews have ever denied that this
great prophecy, known as the fifty-third of Isaiah, was fulfilled
in one person, Jesus of Nazareth, and achieved in all its
details by him alone."

An unmistakable parallel

"All this parallel between Jesus of Nazareth and the
Servant of the Lord is unmistakable enough, even in this
mere outline; but the details of the Gospel narrative and the
language of the evangelists still more emphasize it. Christ's
herald hailed him with words which gather up the essence of
Isaiah 53:'Behold the Lamb of God." He reads his own
commission from chapter 61: 'The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me.' To describe his first labors among the people, his
disciples again used words from chapter 53:1 Himself bare
our sicknesses.' To paint his manner of working in face of
opposition they quoted the whole passage from chapter 42.
'‘Behold my servant. . . . He, shall not strive." The name
Servant was often upon his own lips in presenting himself:
'‘Behold, | am among you as one that serves." When his



office of prophecy passed into martyrdom, he predicted for
himself the treatment which is detailed in chapter 50-the
smiting, plucking, and spitting; and in time, by Jew and
Gentile, this treatment was inflicted on him to the very letter."
The Servant and the church.

"The divine ideal which our prophet saw narrowing down
from the nation to an individual, was owned and realized by
Christ. But in him it was not exhausted. With added warmth
and light, with a new power of expansion, it passed through
him to fire the hearts and enlist the wills of an infinitely
greater people than the lIsrael for whom it was originally
designed. With this witness, then, of history to the
prophecies of the Servant, our way in expounding and
applying them is clear. Jesus Christ is their perfect fulfillment
and illustration. But we who are his church are to find in
them our ideal and duty, our duty to God and to the world. In
this, as in so many other matters, the unfulfilled prophecy of
Israel is the conscience of Christianity."

LESSON TWENTY-FOUR Reconciliation Through Christ

1. Man is reconciled to God through Christ. 2 Corinthians
5:18. (To us it would seem that something needed to be
done to reconcile God to man; but the sacrifice of Christ was
not to appease God, but to win man. John 12:32.)

2. This reconciliation was accomplished through the
manifestation of God in the flesh. Hebrews 2:17; 2
Corinthians 5:19; Colossians 1:21, 22, A. R. V.

3. This reconciliation extends to things in the heavens as
well as upon the earth. Colossians 1:19, 20. (Compare verse
16.)
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4. This reconciliation is due to the death of Christ.
Romans 15:8-10; Ephesians 2:16.

5. Christ thus became the propitiation for all sin. 1 John
4:10; 2:2.



NOTES: The provision for reconciliation

"Christianity would never have supplied the spiritual wants
of the world had it made no provision for the fundamental
need of reconciliation. This provision was made in the
incarnation."

The all-sufficient sacrifice for sin

"The one thing that makes us ground our rebellious arms
and say, Lord, | surrender, thou hast conquered, is to see in
Christ's life the perfect image of God, and in his death the
all-sufficient sacrifice for sin."

The corn of wheat

"He came to do the Father's will, through death to lift man
to the place of the Son oven in the Father's bosom. So the
corn of wheat tell into the ground and abode not alone, and
has sprung up to bear much fruit."

The sentence of death upon sin

"The atonement makes for righteousness to all who
receive it. There can be no white-washing done at Calvary.
The man who accepts pardon on the ground of Christ's
atonement cannot willfully continue in sin that grace may
abound. The death by which his pardon is sealed becomes a
sentence of death in his own heart upon all his own sin. The
impenitent or insincere cannot, find forgiveness at the cross."

Removing, the barrier

"It. must be carefully borne in mind that, throughout the
apostolic writings, Jesus Christ is set forth as a Redeemer,
making reconciliation, bringing about a reunion between God
and man. His death, consummating a life of sinless



obedience to the divine will, is represented as removing the
barrier that separated man from God."

A unique death

"The one and only adequate explanation of the death of
Jesus Christ in the prime of life, when he might have
continued to exercise a powerful and marvelous influence
over all the land of Palestine, is that it was a sacrifice. And
this is the account given to us in the Gospels. It was the
death of one who was consciously innocent of one whose
lifework has been completed, of one who had come into this
world for the very purpose of dying, of one whose death was
foreseen, foretold, provided for. It is thus exceptional and
unique, and this is clearly the impression of those who wrote
the Gospels, and the impression of every one who reads
those Gospels honestly, fairly, and as a whole."

A continuous work

"The efficiency of Christ's redeeming work is perpetual. So
long as sin and trespass and death continue in Adam's
posterity, so long the Christly redeeming grace continuously
avails to counteract the evil, and is not therefore to be
conceived as a finished work. Because of Adam's trespass,
sin abounds and death reigns; because of Christ's
redemptive mediation, grace abounds more exceedingly and
reigns through righteousness unto eternal life."

Three things

"To understand fully the atonement were to understand
these three things and their ultimate relation to each other-
the greatest thing n God, which is his love; the strongest
thing in the universe, which is law; and the darkest thing in
man, which is sin."



An eternal salvation

"The complete redemption is, accordingly, not only a
remission of sins through the mediating death of Jesus, but a
continuous and eternal salvation, in which the believer, being
reconciled to God, lives the new life of 'righteousness by
faith, and realizes that there is no enmity in his heart toward
God, but a glorious state of reconciliation."

A universal sacrifice

"The sacrificial death of Jesus Christ transformed the
relations of God to mankind, and of Israel to the Gentiles. In
him God reconciled not a nation, but a world to himself. 2
Corinthians 5:19. The death of the Son of man could not
have reference to the sons of Abraham alone. If sin is
universal and death is not a Jewish but a human experience,
and if one blood flows in the veins of all our race, then the
death of Jesus Christ was a universal sacrifice; it appeals to
every man's conscience and heart, and puts away for each
the guilt which comes between his soul and God."

LESSON TWENTY-FIVE Crucified with Christ

1. In baptism we acknowledge our acceptance of the
death of Christ, our representative, as our own death to sin.
Romans 6:1-3; 1 Peter 2:24.

2. This crucifixion of the old nature sets us free from the
bondage of sin. Romans 6:6, 7.

3. This crucifixion with Christ is the first and necessary

step toward receiving the life of Christ. Galatians 2:20.
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4. This union with Christ in his death puts an end to the
fleshly life. Galatians 5:24; Colossians 2:20; Romans 6:11.

5. This union with Christ in his death involves the putting
off of the old man and the putting on of the new man.
Colossians 3:3, 5-11.



6. When we partake of the Lord's supper, we testify to our
acceptance of his death. 1 Corinthians 11:26.

(The American Revised Version must be used in the study
of this lesson.)

NOTES: A common experience

"Other things, therefore, may be doubtful, but this is sure:
the cross and resurrection must be ours, if we are his."

An intimate relation

"The relations between Christ and those who are in him
are so intimate that his death is their death and his
resurrection their' resurrection. They were crucified with him,
buried with him, and they arose again with him. The truth has
been verified in the spiritual consciousness of devout men.
The death of Christ is the death of sin."

Dying with Jesus

"They died with Christ when they clave with penitent trust
to the truth that Christ died for them. When a man unites
himself by faith to the dying Christ as his peace, pardon, and
Savior, then he too in a very real sense dies with Jesus."

"If we know nothing of dying with Christ, it is to be feared
we know as little of Christ's dying for us."

Power through his sacrifice

"We must learn 'to die daily,’ | to be made conformable
unto his death, But when we ask how this can be, how can
we follow his example and be made like unto him? Then we
enter upon the second line of truth-Christ our sacrifice. There
is no thought of merit or atonement for sin in our following of
Christ, nor does a perfect pattern give sinful man any new
power to live a holy life. The question of atonement, of
acceptance, must have been already settled. The power to



follow Christ our example comes through the virtue of Christ
our sacrifice. His death has established a new relationship
between God and man. His resurrection has brought a new
life power within our reach. If, we would follow Christ, 'we
must know him and the power of his resurrection."

A continuous union

"Our union with him is not dissolved. Through his death
we receive forgiveness, through his death we die to the sin
which brought the
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death upon him; and in his resurrection and ascension we

see the visible manifestation of that eternal life which we
have already received, and which will some day be
manifested in us as it has been manifested in him."

Deliverance through his death

"Death with Christ to the world should deliver us from the
temptation of making much of the things which perish with
the using, whether that temptation is presented in the form of
attaching exaggerated religious importance to ascetic
abstinence from them or in that of exaggerated regard and
unbridled use of them."

The basis of union

"By spiritual birth we are joined to the Second Man, and
share in his righteousness and salvation. When we ask how
we are joined to Christ, how and by what right we enter the
new family of which he is head, we must look, not to the
incarnation, but to the atoning death upon the cross f or our
answer. For 'except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and
die, it abides alone; but if it die, it brings forth much fruit.’
There is no communication of life except through death and
resurrection. The basis of union with Christ is not the birth at
Bethlehem, but the death at Calvary."



A dying to sin

"Meanwhile, as to the elements of this world, the life which
stands in these must die, or they must die to it, growing into
the mind of their Lord.

"It is difficult to speak of this without, on the one hand,
conveying a strained and unreal view of the Christian's
attitude toward the present life, or, on the other hand,
weakening too much the sense of 'conformity to his death.’
In the first place, the Christian's dying is mainly, and certainly
it is first of all, a dying to sin, a mortifying the flesh with the
affections and lusts. It is the practical renunciation of evil,
along with the maintenance of the watchfulness and self-
discipline, needed in order to be ready to renounce evil when
it comes. Evil has to be rejected, not merely by itself, but at
the cost of those earthly interests which are involved in the
surrender to it, however dear or constraining those interests
may seem to be; so that conformity to Christ's death, if it
covered no more, would still cover a great deal of ground.
But it seems to cover something more-namely, a general
loosening of the grasp upon this life, or on the temporary and
sensible elements of it, in view of the worth and certainty of
the higher and the better life."

The doctrine of the cross

"The boast of our day is that Christ crucified is preached.
But is he, even in this one respect, fully preached, or the
doctrine of the cross fully apprehended? Let the walk of
those who make the boast answer. It is not insinuated that

such are chargeable with licentiousness or immorality.
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But are they therefore not chargeable with 'walking after
the flesh,' and 'making provision to fulfill its desires'? In the
multitude of particulars it is difficult to make a selection. But
what, then, is the high regard in which blood and ancestry



and family connection are held by some? What is the regard
to personal appearance and dress in others? What the
attention to ease and comfort, and often times profuse
expenditure, not to speak of actual luxuries, in the
arrangement of the houses, tables, etc., of almost all! Is all
this, and a thousand things too numerous to particularize,
consistent with reckoning ourselves dead as to the old or
natural man? Is this what the Scriptures intend by crucifixion
of the flesh. Alas full well do many of the professing
Christians of our day show that they are but half taught the
very doctrine in which they make their boast: that they have
but half learned the lesson which even the cross teaches.
They have learned that Christ was crucified for them, but
they have not learned that they are to be crucified with him."

Section VIII-THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST

LESSON TWENTY-SIX The Fact of Christ's Resurrection

1. Those who had seen Christ put to death and laid in the
tomb, afterward found the tomb empty. Luke 23:49, 55;
24:1-12; Matthew 28:5-7; Mark 16:5-8; John 20:1-9.

2. Many persons saw Christ after his resurrection.
Matthew 28:16, 17; Acts 1:3; 1 Corinthians 15:5, 6; Acts
10:40, 41; 13:31.

3. These facts convinced his intimate associates, who had
been with him before his death, that he had been raised from
the dead, although they were not predisposed to believe it.
Matthew 28:17; John 20:9, 19, 20; Acts 2:32. (Compare Acts
1:8, 22.)

4. Saul of Tarsus, who had been a persecutor of those
who believed in the resurrection of Jesus, became
convinced that Jesus had risen from the dead. Galatians
1:13-16; 1 Corinthians 15:8; Acts 26:12-15, 19, 20.

5. The resurrection of Christ was foretold by the prophet
David. Psalm 16:9, 10; Acts 2:25-31.



6. Christ foretold his' own resurrection. John 2:19-21;
Matthew 16:21; 27:62, 63.

NOTES: A fundamental truth

"The resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the two
fundamental truths of the gospel, the other being his atoning
death."

"Of vital character to Christianity is the question touching
the proper place and import of Christ's resurrection in the
scheme of redemption."

An impregnable foundation

"While the literal bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ is the
cornerstone of Christian doctrine, it is also the Gibraltar of
Christian evidence and the Waterloo of infidelity and
rationalism. If the Scriptural assertions of Christ's
resurrection can be established as historic certainties, the
claims and doctrines of Christianity rest upon an
impregnable foundation."

Evidences of the resurrection

The resurrection of Christ is at once the most important,
and the best authenticated fact in. the history of the world,
says Dr. Charles Hodge, and he gives the following resume
of the evidence of its occurrence:

1. It was predicted in the Old Testament.

2. It was foretold by Christ himself.

3. It was a fact admitting of easy verification.

4. Abundant, suitable, and frequently repeated evidence
was afforded of its actual occurrence.

5. The witnesses to the fact that Christ was seen after his
death on the cross, were numerous, competent, and on
every account worthy of confidence.



6. Their sincerity of conviction was proved by the
sacrifices, even that of life, which this testimony entailed
upon them."

The evidence of Sonship

"Had the first disciples analyzed the process by which
they came to believe in Jesus Christ as the Son of God in an
altogether unique sense, they would have ascribed a higher
degree of importance to the resurrection than to any other
branch of evidence."

"We have now nothing to set against the overwhelming
evidence which attests that Jesus of Nazareth announced
salvation for all who believe his words, that in support of this
announcement he claimed to be the Son of God, and that in
proof of this claim he rose from the dead."

The empty tomb

"And so we come again to that insuperable barrier, the
empty tomb, which, together with the apostolic witness,
stands impregnable against all the attacks of visional and
apparitional theories. It is becoming more evident that these
theories are entirely inadequate to account for the records in
the Gospels, as well as for the place and power of those
Gospels in the early church and in all subsequent ages. The
force of the evidence for the empty grave and the
disappearance of the body is clearly seen by, the
explanations suggested by various modern writers. It will
suffice to say that not one of them is tenable without doing
serious violence to the Gospel story, and also without putting
forth new theories which are not only improbable in
themselves, but are without a shred of real historical or
literary evidence. The one outstanding fact which baffles all
these writers is the empty grave."



Beyond doubt

"We have, then, several independent lines of argument
pointing decisively and conclusively to the, resurrection of
Christ from the dead. Some of them taken separately prove
the fact, but taken together they constitute an argument that
makes doubt of the resurrection of Christ impossible to the
candid mind."

The real historical evidence

"The real historical evidence for the resurrection is the fact
that it was believed, preached, propagated, and produced its
fruit and effect in the new phenomenon of the Christian
church, long before any of our Gospels were written. This is
not said to disparage the Gospel, or to depreciate what they
tell, but only to put the question on its true basis. Faith in the
resurrection was not only prevalent, but immensely powerful
before any of our New Testament books were written."

The conviction of the resurrection

"The four Gospels, the book of Acts, and the epistles of
Paul agree to say that Christ rose from the dead on the
second morning after his crucifixion; that on that morning his
grave was found empty; that he appeared several times to
one or more of his disciples, men or women, in a manner
which produced in them complete conviction that his body
had returned to life; and that shortly afterward the body thus
raised from the dead was taken up to heaven. The
documentary evidence before us proves that all this was
firmly believed by the apostles, that it was soon afterward
believed by multitudes in the city in which he died, that it
became the deep conviction of a friend of his murderers, and
of the followers of Christ throughout the world. In other
words, as we trace to its source the great religious impulse
which has rescued the world from ruin and turned it into a



path of sustained progress, we find it inspired by a serene
conviction that Christ had trampled death under foot by
returning alive from the grave; and this conviction we have
traced to Jerusalem and to within a few days of his death."

The resurrection of Jesus

"There is no real doubt that Christ anticipated and spoke
of his own resurrection. His veracity is therefore at stake if
he did not rise. Surely the word of such a one as Jesus
Christ must be given due credence. We are therefore
compelled to face the fact that the resurrection of which the
Gospels speak is the resurrection of no ordinary man, but of
Jesus, that is of one whose life and character had been
unique, and for whose shameful death no proper explanation
was possible or conceivable."

Preaching a risen Savior

"The apostles were witnesses of the resurrection of Jesus-
but how! Why did Jesus himself not appear after his
resurrection to the unbelieving Jews? The apostles
preached, not evidence proving the miraculous fact of the
resurrection, but a risen Savior: resurrection power was
theirs, and the Spirit convinced their hearers of that life in a
risen Savior! Our faith is not to stand in the wisdom of men,
but in the power of God. When the word of the Lord comes
to the soul, it brings its authority, power, and attraction with it,
and the response of the heart is, not 'What is this Book?' but,
'Who art thou, Lord?"

LESSON TWENTY-SEVEN The Resurrection as a Fundamental Truth of the
Gospel

1. The apostles made very prominent in their teaching the
fact of the resurrection.

a. As the explanation of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
on the day of Pentecost. Acts 2:32, 33.



b. As the explanation of the healing of the lame man. Acts
3:12-16; 4:10.

c. As the basis of their message to the Gentiles. Acts
10:36-43.

2. Their testimony to the resurrection was attended with
such results as showed that God approved of it. Acts
2:37-41; 4:1-4, 33; 5:29-33.

3. The apostle Paul emphasized in his teaching the fact of
the resurrection. 1 Corinthians 15:1-8; Acts 13:30-39; 17:18,
31; 25:18, 19; Galatians 1:1; Romans 1:14; 4:23, 24; 8:11;
10:9; Ephesians 1:19, 20; Colossians 3:1; 1 Thessalonians
1:9-10; 4:14; 2 Timothy 2:8; Hebrews 13:20; 1 Corinthians
15:20-23. .

4. Our hope of salvation from sin depends upon the
resurrection of Christ. 1 Corinthians 15:12-19.

NOTES: The corner-stone of Christ fan doctrine

"The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the
corner-stone of Christian doctrine. It is mentioned directly
one hundred and four or more times in the New Testament. It
was the most prominent and cardinal point in the apostolic
testimony."”

The evidence of eyewitnesses

"The account of an eyewitness is readily distinguishable
from the account of one who is merely retailing what others
have told him. Any one who is accustomed to weigh
evidence in court or in historical study noon learns how to
distinguish the report of an eyewitness from mere here say
evidence. Any careful student of the Gospel records of the
resurrection will readily detect many marks of the
eyewitness."

Through His empty grave



Through his empty grave we see not only the smile of a
pardoning God, but a bright vision of a new earth and
heaven."

A foundation truth

"Christianity itself, both historically and theologically, rests
upon the belief that Christ rose from the dead, that he is the
only begotten Son of God, and that he preached the gospel
set forth in the New Testament. If this belief be not true,
modern civilization and progress are conterminous with a
deep delusion.

"From the above it is evident that to deny the bodily
resurrection of Christ is to accept an alternative which
contradicts all the known sequences of human life, and to
reduce the history of the past into a complex tissue of
impossibilities."

"Beyond a question, the foundation truth preached in the
early years of the church's history was the resurrection. This
was the one doctrine upon which the apostles were ever
ringing the changes."

An uncontradicted declaration

"If the facts were as recounted in the Gospels, there is no
possible escaping the conclusion that Jesus actually arose.
Still further, if Jesus had not risen, there would have been
evidence that he had not. His enemies would have sought
and found this evidence, but the apostles wept up and down
the very city where he had been crucified, and proclaimed
right to the faces of his slayers that he had been raised, and
no one could produce evidence to the contrary. The very
best they could do was to say the guards went to sleep, and
the disciples stole the body while the guards slept. Men who
bear evidence of what happens while they are asleep are not
usually credible withesses."



Two simple facts

"Leaving for further and fuller consideration the general
question of the church's existence and progress, we are now
concerned only With its commencement as recorded in the
early chapters of the book of the Acts of the Apostles, and
there we see two simple and incontrovertible facts: (1) The
Christian society was gathered together by preaching; (2)
The substance of the preaching was the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. The apostolic church is thus a result of a belief
in the resurrection of Jesus Christ."

The choice between two things

"We must believe either that Christ rose from the dead or
that they who gained for him the homage of mankind and
through whom he became the Savior of the world, were in
error, not merely touching his supposed resurrection, but
also touching the gospel he preached and his relation to,
God and the nature of God."

One hundred and twenty proofs

"On the day of Pentecost the Jews saw before them a
hundred and twenty proofs of the resurrection of Christ.
Each believer was seen to be clothed with a life such as had
never before been beheld, and each believer was to the
astonished multitude as a risen Christ."

LESSON TWENTY-EIGHT Raised with Christ

1. Those who believe on Christ share with him in his
resurrection. Romans 6:5, 8, 11; Ephesians 2:4 5;
Colossians 2:12, 13.

2. As the result of this union with Christ, his resurrection, a
new life is imparted to the believer. Romans 6:4; Ephesians
4:23; Colossians 3:10; 2 Corinthians 4:10, 11.



3. This gift is manifested in a devotion to heavenly things.
Colossians 3:1; Philippians 3:20.

4. The power of Christ's resurrection is thus made'
available to the believer. Philippians 3:10; Ephesians 1:19,
20; Hebrews 7:16.

NOTES: He is risen

"Art thou a Christian? Wilt thou roll back the stone upon
the, sepulcher, and make the world believe that Christ is still
there?"

The resurrection life

"Christian experience is that of resurrection life. Two great
analogous events are set before us in the New Testament,
and declared to have been accomplished by the same
power, the resurrection of Christ from the dead, and the
quickening of souls to newness of life."

Christian experience a proof of the resurrection

"The resurrection of Christ is established by stronger
evidence than exists for any other historical fact; but apart
altogether from the historical evidence, the entire experience
of God's people goes to show that Christ, as the mediator
between God and man, as the representative of God and the
channel of his influence upon us, must be now alive, and
must be in a position to exert a personal care; and a
personal influence, and to yield a present and inward
assistance."

"Our personal experience of this quickening of the soul,
and this liberating action of the Spirit of life is a witness to
the reality of Christ's resurrection, an inward witness of
which no argument can rob the believer. He knows he was
once dead in sin; he knows that he is now alive to God and
spiritual things. He feels the workings of the old nature in him



and of the new, of flesh and spirit, and the warfare which
exists between them; that he is crucified with Christ, and that
Christ lives in him. He knows what it is to walk in the Spirit by
which he lives; and he knows that this is life in a risen Savior,
the risen Christ who sent forth the quickening Pentecostal
Spirit, and maintains by that Spirit the life of his church."

Another rising from the dead

"When a human soul awakes from its trespasses and sins,
when the love of God is poured into a heart that was cold
and empty, when the Spirit of God breathes into a spirit lying
powerless and buried in the flesh, there is as true a rising
from the dead as when Jesus our Lord came out from his
sepulcher."

The Spirit's quickening

"But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the 'dead
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall
also quickened your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwells in
you.' Romans

8:11. It is not our dead bodies which are here spoken of
as the objects of the Spirit's quickening, but our mortal
bodies-bodies liable to death, and doomed to death if the
Lord tarry, but not yet having experienced death. Hence the
quickening referred to has to do rather with the vivifying of,
the living saints - than the resurrection of the dead saints."

Verifying our expectation

"The resurrection is promised to believers. It is promised
to arise to them in sequel to a certain course-a history of
redemption, made good in their lives. How shall the disciple
verify his expectation of this final benefit? Not surely without
verifying the intermediate history. The way must point
forward the end-at least, must point toward it. A resurrection



state, if it be like Christ's, how much must it include! What
purity, what high aptitudes, what delicate congenialities. The
desires of the true Christian life, its aspirations and efforts as
well as the promises which animate and the influences which
sustain it, all point in this direction."

LESSON TWENTY-NINE The General Resurrection

1. The resurrection of the dead is a subject of prophecy
and' promise. lIsaiah 26:19; Ezekiel 37:12, 13; Matthew
22:31, 32; John 5:28, 29:; 1 Corinthians 15:21, 22.

2. Both the righteous and the wicked will be raised. Acts;
24:15; John 5:28, 29.

3. The righteous will be raised at the coming of the Lord! 1
Thessalonians 4:16; 1 Corinthians 15:23; John 11:23, 24.

4. The wicked will be raised one thousand years, later.
Revelation 20:5.
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5. The resurrection body will be different from the one we

now have. 1 Corinthians 15:35-44; Philippians 3:20, 21.

6. Those who have part in the first resurrection will not be
subject to the power of death. Revelation 20:6; Luke 20:35,
36.

7. The resurrection of the dead depends upon Christ and
his resurrection. John 11:25; 1 Corinthians 15:17, 18.

NOTES: The consequences of Christ's resurrection

"The fifteenth chapter of First Corinthians is classic on the
subject: The resurrection of Christ necessary to and carrying
with it the resurrection and full glorification of believers."

The antitype of the wave sheaf

"All created beings live by the will and power of God. They
are dependent recipients of the life of God. From the highest
seraph to the humblest animate being, all are replenished
from the Source of life. Only he who is one with God could



say, | have power to lay down my life, and | have power to
take it again. In his divinity, Christ possessed the power to
break the bonds of death. Christ arose from the dead as the
first fruits of those that slept. He was the antitype of the wave
sheaf, and his resurrection took place on the very day when
the wave sheaf was to be presented before the Lord. For
more than a thousand years this symbolic ceremony had
been performed. From the harvest fields the first heads of
ripened grain, were gathered; and when the people went up
to Jerusalem to the Passover, the sheaf of first fruits was
waved as a thank offering before the Lord. Not until this was
presented could the sickle be put to the grain, and it be
gathered into sheaves. The sheaf dedicated to God
represented the harvest. So Christ the first fruits represented
the great spiritual harvest to be gathered for the kingdom of
God. His resurrection is the type and pledge of the
resurrection of all the righteous dead. For if we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in
Jesus will God bring with him." "The Desire of Ages," page
785, 7860.

Section IX-THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST

LESSON THIRTY The Ascension of Christ

1. Jesus himself spoke of his ascension. John 6:62; 20:17.

2. Those who had associated with him saw him ascend.
Luke 24:51; Acts 1:9.

3. Stephen saw him in heaven. Acts 7:55.

4. Jesus appeared to Saul after his ascension. Acts 9:3.

5. He is now at the right hand of God. Mark 16:19;
Colossians 3:1; Hebrews 1:1-3; 8:1, 2; 10:12; 12:1, 2.

6. The believer, through his union with Christ, is both
raised with him and ascends with him to the heavenly
places. Ephesians 2:6; Hebrews 10:19, 20.



7. It is this experience which enables one to live the
heavenly life "in Christ." Colossians 2:6, 7; 1 John 2:6; 1
Peter 3:16; Colossians 1:27, 28; 3:17; 2 Corinthians 5:17.

NOTES: A concrete illustration

"In the resurrection of Christ and his ascension to the
throne of God he has illustrated the immense expansion and
development possible to human nature, and his resurrection
and glory are the prophecy of our own."

The true goal

"The narrative of Christ's ascension crowns that of his
resurrection, and completes the story of his redeeming work.
Not his death to atone for sin, not his resurrection from death
and the grave, but his ascension is the true goal to which his
incarnation and mediatorial action led."

The great chain of mercy

"His death and resurrection were inseparable links in the
great chain of divine mercy, let down to earth in his
assumption of our nature, and again carried up to heaven in
his triumphant return to his own native skies in his risen and
glorified humanity, and so securely fastened 'to that
immovable staple-the throne of the eternal Jehovah."

A different ascension

The ascension of Christ was unlike any other ascension
referred to in the word of God. It had a character all its own.

Not as the rapture
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of Enoch, who 'walked with God," and 'was not,' having
simply disappeared from among men, was the ascension of
Christ; but a visible return to his native heaven. Not as the
rapture of Elijah, that sudden and startling departure of the



prophet in a chariot of fire with horses of fire, was Christ's
calm, sublime ascent. Not as Paul's rapture, whether in. the
body or out of the body he knew not, to the 'third heaven,' to
hear words impossible to be uttered to men on earth, was
this ascent of Christ in the body in which he had suffered,
transformed and deathless, with the clear light of intelligence
and full self-consciousness beaming on his face, to receive
revelations in heaven, the opening of the seven-sealed book
of futurity, and communicate those revelations to his church
on earth in her militant estate."

Our Friend on the throne

"Christ's ascension to the Father is the elevation of our
beet and dearest Friend to the throne of the universe, and
the hands that were Pierced for us on the cross hold the
helm and sway the scepter of creation, and therefore we
may calmly meet all events."

The one proof

"The one proof of his ascension to God's right hand which
Christ himself promised was the bestowal of his Spirit."

In Christ

"Believers are in Christ, so as to be partakers in all that he
does, and. has, and is. They died with him, and rose with
him, and live with him, and in him are seated in heavenly
places. When the eye of God looks on them, they are found
in Christ; and there is no condemnation to those that are in
him, and they are righteous in his righteousness, and loved
with the love which rests on him, and are sons of God in his
son ship, and heirs with him of his inheritance, and are soon
to be glorified with him in his glory."

"The churches are in Christ; the persons are in Christ.
They are found in Christ and preserved in Christ. They are



saved and sanctified in Christ; axe rooted, built up, and
'made perfect in Christ.' Their ways are ways that be in
Christ; their conversation is a good conversation in Christ;
their faith, hope, love, joy, their whole life is in Christ. They
think, they speak, they walk in Christ. They labor and suffer,
they sorrow and rejoice, they conquer and triumph in the
Lord. They receive each other and love each other in the
Lord. The fundamental relations, the primal duties of life,
have been drawn within the same circle. 'Neither is the man
without the woman, neither the woman without the man in
the Lord." 1 Corinthians 11:11. Wives submit themselves to
their husbands in the Lord; children obey their parents in the
Lord." The broadest distinctions vanish in the common bond
of this all-embracing relation. As many as have been
baptized into Christ have put on Christ; there is neither
Greek nor Jew, there is neither bond nor free, there is

neither male nor female; they are all one in Christ
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Jesus.' Galatians 3:28. The influence of it extends over
the whole Sold of action, and men do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him."

"With him we are gone up on high,
Since he is ours and we are his;
With him we reign above the sky,
We walk upon our subject seas!"

Christ's experience and ours

"There in an acting over again in us of Christ's crucifixion,
resurrection, and ascension, when we realize through faith
that which was done for mankind in him."

In the atmosphere of heaven

"The infinite, unfathomable love of God through Christ,
became the subject of his [Enoch's] meditations day and
night. With all the fervor of his soul he sought to reveal that



love to the people among whom he dwelt. Enoch's walk with
God was not in a trance or a vision, but in all the duties of his
daily life. He did not become a hermit, shutting himself
entirely from the world; for he had, in the world, a work to do
for God. In the family and in his intercourse with men, as a
husband and father, a friend, a citizen, he was the steadfast,
unwavering servant of God. His faith waxed stronger, his
love became more ardent, with the lapse of centuries. To him
prayer was as the breath of the soul. He lived in the
atmosphere of heaven."-"Testimonies for the Church,"
Volume 8, pp. 3.09, 330.

That higher life

"Come, Holy Spirit, still my heart
With gentleness divine;

Indwelling peace thou canst impart;
Oh, make that blessing mine!

"Above these scenes of storm and strife
There spreads a region fair;

Give me to live that higher life,

And breathe that heavenly air!"

Section X—-THE MEDIATORIAL WORK OF CHRIST

LESSON THIRTY-ONE Christ the Mediator in the Original Creation

1. All revelation of God has been mediated through his
Son. Matthew 11:27.

2. Christ is the mediating agent through whom the Father
expresses himself. 1 Corinthians 8:6.

3. All things came into being through the mediatorial
agency of the Word who became flesh. John 1:3; Psalm
33:6, 9; 148:5; Hebrews 1:2; John 1:10, ARV.

4. Christ is the mediatorial agent both in the creation and
in the administration of the material universe. Colossians
1:1.6, 17; Hebrews 1:3.



5. Christ, the wisdom of God, was with the Father in
creation as the master workman. Proverbs 8:27-30, ARV.

NOTES: The eternal Son

"The thought of mediation becomes necessary as soon as
from the absolute thought of God we pass to the related
thought of creation, and the Bible revelation distinctly
attaches that mediation to the person of the eternal Son, in
respect alike of the works of creation, of administration, and
of redemption."

"The standing truth that, from the first instant of creation
there has been a mediator between the Father and creation,
one through whom, necessarily, creation came into being,
renders it easier for us to apprehend alike the necessity, and
(such is the love of God) the probability, of an atoning
mediator who should undo the mischief of sin; and, this
being so, the impossibility that it can be any other than the
uncreated Mediator, through whom and for whom were all
things made, the eternal Son."

Mediator defined!

"We use the term mediator, as esteemed theological
writers have done before, in its strictly proper and derivative
meaning of 'one who is a means of intercourse between two
other parties, and through whom action passes from either to

other,' a meaning much wider than its too
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commonly restricted application to Christ as the atoning
and reconciling mediator between man, as fallen and sinful,
and God his Maker. Mediation in this latter sense, as
exercised by the eternal Son, however especially necessary
and unspeakably precious, is still a part of a larger whole. It
is a special function of a larger office, a result of a wider
mediatorial relation in which he stands to sinless as well as
to fallen natures, indeed, to all created existence."



The eternal Son the medium of God's action

"In places where, the work of creation is alluded to
passively, as in John 1:10 (The world was made by him,
rather, The world came into being through him), the
impression conveyed to an English reader is that of exact
equivalence to 'he made the world,' whereas, in reality, they
express the means rather than the primary originating cause.
But we see clearly that wherever anything further is said of
the work of creation, beyond the primary truth that it was the
act of God as an almighty personal agent, the, eternal Son is
revealed as the medium of his action, the invariable and the
sole medium, without whom was not anything made that was
made. John 1:3."

The mediating Word

"He is called the Word of God as mediating between the
Father and all creatures; bringing them into being, fashioning
them, giving the world its laws, imparting reason and
conscience to creatures of a higher order, and revealing to
them in due season the knowledge of God's will."

The invisible power

"He is the invisible power behind all the forms and forces
of the world of sense. He waters the mountains from his
chambers, sends forth springs into the valleys, causes the
grass to grow, and plants the cedars of Lebanon. Psalm 104.
His voice thunders in the heavens, the clouds are his
pavilion, the lightning are his arrows, the stormy winds and
tempests that move earth and sea are but the blasts of the
breath of his nostrils, the foundations of the mountains
quake at his presence. Psalm 18."

A loss to Christian theology



"We cannot but think that Christian theology has lost, both
in breadth and depth and height, from the general absence
of sufficient appreciation of these far-reaching and pregnant
truths; and from the customary restriction of the idea of
mediation on the part of the Son of God to his redeeming
work for man as fallen."

Life and light are mediated

No created mind has immediate and independent
knowledge of, or access to, the great Source of life. All must
be alike indebted for whatever measure of light they have,
whether on the highest or lowest subjects of thought, to the
mediation of the Son of God."

LESSON THIRTY-TWO Christ the Mediator in the New Creation

1. The Creator and the Redeemer are the same person,
and redemption is creation. Isaiah 43:1; 2 Corinthians 5:17,
A. R. V., margin; Ephesians 2:10, 14, 15, ARV, Ephesians
4:24; Galatians 6:15, ARV, margin.

2. The same one who created all things, creates the new
heart in man. Psalm 51:10; Ezekiel 36:26.

3. As the original creation was mediated through the
Word, so is the new creation. John 15:3; 17:17.

4. As Christ was the mediator in the original creation, so is
he in redemption. John 14:6; Romans 5:1, 2; Ephesians
2:18; 3:12; Hebrews 10:19, 20; 1 Timothy 2:5; Romans 3:24;
Hebrews 13:20, 21.

NOTES: The only Mediator

"Christ's mediatorial office in the physical creation was the
starting point of the apostle's teaching. His mediatorial office
in the spiritual creation is its principal theme. If the function
of Christ is unique in the universe, so it is also in the church,
He is the sole and absolute link between God and humanity.



Nothing short of his personality would suffice as a medium of
reconciliation between the two. Nothing short of his life and
work in the flesh, as consummated in his passion, would
serve as an assurance of God's love and pardon. His cross
is the atonement of mankind with God. He is the head with
whom all the living members of the body are in direct and
immediate communication, who suggests their manifold
activities to each, who directs their several functions in
subordination to the healthy working of the whole, from
whom they individually receive their inspiration and their
strength. And being all this, he cannot consent to share his
prerogatives with others. He absorbs in himself the whole
function of mediation. Through him alone, without any
interposing link of communication, the human soul has
access to the Father."

The need met in mediation

"The need of man, in one word, was mediation; the work
of Christ is that of mediator. The life of man, as a spiritual
being, is from first to last a mediated life, a life mediated
through the incarnate Son of God."

The solution of all problems

From a New Testament point of view it appears that all the
mysterious problems of the moral world center in Jesus
Christ, and must find their final solution in the manifestation
of his person, his mediatorial activity, and the coming of his
kingdom."

The only explanation

"The emphasis placed on 'the name of Jesus Christ,' and
on his work as Savior from sin, can be satisfactorily
explained only' in the light of his mediatorial office and work
as set forth in other scriptures."



The origin of mediation

"The entire mediation of Christ has its origin in the love of
God. The sufferings of Christ are not the ground or cause of
the exercise of God's saving grace; the love of God is the
cause and source of the sufferings."

His person and work

"The redemption that is in Christ Jesus is the divine power
in his person and work by the efficiency of which the sinner
may be delivered from his sins. It is through this redemption
that he is justified freely by his grace."

The eternal Sonship

"It is this eternal son ship which, as it places him above
angels and men alike, enables him to work out the
redemption of a sinful world, and to be the great high priest
of the human race. Hebrews 4:14."

A great difference

"Come to him through Christ, and you shall find him a God
of love. Come otherwise, and he will be found of you a
consuming fire."

His continual mediation

"Just as we believe that a strictly mediatorial work and
function belongs to the Son of God in his divine nature, in
respect of his general sovereign relation to the universe, in
its origination and in its continuance and administration (and
this apart from the special work of redemption), so we
believe that, in the special work of redemption, his gracious
interest in and intervention for his creature man is not to be
restricted, if we would rightly understand it in its due



connection and place, to the period since his actual
incarnation. Rather is that the climax of a long course of
previous visitations and dispensations of mercy."

"Our Savior was a mediator even in the giving of the law,
and previous to the incarnation; and, therefore, is not a
mediator merely in respect to his human nature, seeing that
he had not as yet assumed it."

LESSON THIRTY-THREE The Spirit of God in the Old and New Creation

1. The Spirit of God acted a part in the original creation.
Genesis 1:2; Job 33:4; 26:13; Psalm 33:6; Isaiah 40:12, 13.

2. A creative and life-giving power is manifested through
the Spirit of God. Psalm 104:29, 30; Job 27:3; 32:8; Ezekiel
37:9, ARV, margin; Genesis 2:7; John 6:63, first clause, ARV,
2 Corinthians 3:6, last clause, ARV; Romans 8:2; John 3:5.

3. The same one who breathed the breath of life in the
original creation, breathes the Holy Spirit in the new creation.
John 20:22.

4. As mediator in his ministry in the heavenly sanctuary,
Christ imparts the Holy Spirit as the recreating agent.
Hebrews 8:1, 2; Acts 2:32, 33; John 15:26.

NOTES: Life In the Spirit

"The impartation of the Spirit is the impartation of the life
of Christ." "Gospel Workers," p. 285.

"In his intimate union with his Son, the Holy Spirit is the
unique organ by which God wills to communicate to man His
own life, the supernatural life, the divine life."

The recreating Spirit

"The Spirit recreates."-/d., p. 287.

"As God in creation breathed into man the breath of life
and he became a living soul, so the Lord Jesus, by the word
of his mouth, which is the breath of life, recreates man and



makes him alive unto God. And not life only, but likeness as
well, is thus imparted.”

"The special work of the Spirit in creation is in harmony
with his work in grace. This principle is distinctly recognized
by the apostle Paul, when he says to the Corinthians, God
who commanded the light to shine out of darkness bath
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the j knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. In the old
creation he did so, as we have seen, by the Spirit, and in the
new creation it is the same. The parallel between the two
works of the Spirit holds extensively. He perfected the
creation, and he perfects redemption."

The God of nature

"Many theories would lead minds to suppose that nature
was a self-sustaining agency apart from the Deity, having its
own inherent power with which to work. In this men do not
know what they are talking about. Do they suppose that
nature has a self-existing power without the continual
agency of Jehovah! The Lord does not work through his laws
to supersede the laws of nature. He does his work through
the laws and properties of his instruments, and nature obeys
a Thus said the Lord."

"The God of nature is perpetually at work. His infinite
power works unseen, but manifestations appear in the
effects which the word produces."-"Testimonies for the
Church," Volume 6, p. 186.

The crowning blessing

"His enthronement as King in the kingdom of God must
precede the full restoration of the great gift of the Holy Spirit
of God, man's true, man's highest life. For that great result,
that crowning blessing, was to be at once the fruit of the all-
prevailing intercession of the great High Priest in the true,
the heavenly sanctuary.”



LESSON THIRTY-FOUR The Mediator of the New Covenant

1. The covenant of grace is God's promise of the
blessings of the gospel. Galatians 3:17. (The "promise" in
the latter part of this Verse is that which is designated as the
"covenant" in the former part.)

2. The first covenant-promise, which included all the
blessings of the gospel, was made in Eden. Genesis 3:15.

3. The covenant-promise of these blessings was renewed
to Abraham. Genesis 12:1-3; 22:16-19; Acts 25:9.

4. This covenant-promise included the whole gospel of
mercy and salvation. Galatians 3:8; Luke 1:72-75.

5. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is the, mediator through
whom the promises of God are fulfilled. 2 Corinthians 1:19,
20; Romans 15:8.

6. Jesus Christ is therefore the mediator of the new
covenant. Hebrews 12:24; 9:15.

7. The new covenant is God's promise, to write his law in

the heart of man. Hebrews 8:8, 10.
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8. Christ mediates this covenant-promise by having the
law in his own heart, and, then dwelling by faith in the heart
of the believer. Psalm 40:7, 8; Hebrews 10:5-7; Ephesians
3:17.

9. This is the impartation of a life which enables the
believer to do God's will. Hebrews 13:20, 21.

10. Those who preach the covenant of God's grace should
be ministers of "the new covenant of which Christ is the
mediator. 2 Corinthians 3:5, 6, ARV.

NOTES: The Son of God

"Jesus, as the mediator of the new covenant, represents
'In his redemptive work the interests of both God and man.
These considerations serve to show also how, in the mind of
the writer, covenant maker, mediator, and sacrificial offering



all unite in the Son of God, who is so remarkably described
in the opening words of this epistle [to the Hebrews]. This
adorable Mediator is heir of an things, maker of the ages,
effulgence of the glory of God, upholder of all things, and
purifier from all sin. Only such a transcendent Son of God
can be at once maker, mediator, and sacrificial victim of an
eternal covenant."

The better promise

"The new covenant was established upon better promises,
the promise of forgiveness of sins, and of the grace of God
to renew the heart, and bring it into harmony with the
principles of God's law."

-"Patriarchs and Prophets," p. 370.

The covenant of grace

"As the Bible presents two laws, one changeless and
eternal, the other provisional and temporary so there are two
covenants. The covenant of grace was first made with man
in Eden, when, after the fall, there was given a divine
promise that the seed of the woman should bruise the
serpent's head. To all men this covenant offered pardon, and
the assisting grace of God for future obedience through faith
in Christ. It also promised them eternal life on condition of
fidelity to God's law. Thus the patriarchs received the hope of
salvation."

"This same covenant was renewed to Abraham in the
promise, 'In thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed.' Genesis 22:18. This promise pointed to Christ. So
Abraham understood it (see Galatians 3:8, 16), and he
trusted in Christ for the forgiveness of sins. It was this faith
that was accounted unto him for righteousness. The
covenant with Abraham also maintained the authority of
God's law. The Lord appeared unto Abraham, and said, 'l am
the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect.’



Genesis 17:1. The testimony of God concerning his faithful
servant was, 'Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept my

charge,
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my commandments, my statutes, and my laws.' Genesis
26:5. And the Lord declared to him, 'l will establish my
covenant between me and thee, and thy seed after thee in
their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God
unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.' Genesis 17:7." Id., p.
370.

A needed lesson

In their bondage the people had to a great extent lost the
knowledge of God and of the principles of the Abrahamic
covenant. In delivering them from Egypt, God sought to
reveal to them his power and his mercy, that they might be
led to love and trust him. He brought them down to the Red
Sea-where, pursued by the Egyptians, escape seemed
impossible-that they might realize their utter helplessness,
their need of divine aid; and then he wrought deliverance for
them. Thus they were filled with love and gratitude to God,
and with confidence in his power to help them. He had
bound them to himself as their deliverer from temporal
bondage.

"But there was a still greater truth to be impressed upon
their minds. Living in the midst of idolatry and corruption,
they had no true conception of the holiness of God, of the
exceeding sinfulness of their own hearts, their utter inability,
in themselves, to render obedience to God's law, and their
need of a Savior. All this they must be taught.

"God brought them to Sinai; he manifested his glory; he
gave them his law, with the promise of great blessings on
condition of obedience. 'lf you will obey my voice indeed,
and keep my covenant, then . . . you shall be unto me a
kingdom of priests, and a holy nation." Exodus 19:5, 6. The
people did not realize the sinfulness of their own hearts, and



that without Christ it was impossible for them to keep God's
law; and they readily entered into covenant with God.
Peeling that they were able to establish their own
righteousness, they declared, 'All that the Lord hath said we
will do, and be obedient.' Exodus

24:7. They had witnessed the proclamation of the law in
awful majesty, and had trembled with terror before the
mount; and yet only a few weeks passed before they broke
their covenant with God, and bowed down to worship a
graven image. They could not hope for the favor of God
through a covenant which they had broken; and now, seeing
their sinfulness and their need of pardon, they were brought
to feel their need of the Savior revealed in the Abrahamic
covenant, and shadowed forth in the sacrificial offerings.
Now by faith and. love they were bound to God as their
deliverer from the bondage of sin. Now they were prepared
to appreciate the blessings of the new covenant."-Id., pp.
371, 372.

The law in the heart

"The same law that was engraved upon the tables of
stone, in written by the Holy Spirit upon the tables of the
heart. Instead of going about to establish. our own

righteousness, we accept the righteousness
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of Christ. His blood atones for our sins. His obedience is
accepted for no. Then the heart renewed by the Holy Spirit
will bring forth 'the fruits of the Spirit." Through the grace of
Christ we shall live in obedience to the law of God written
upon our hearts."-/d., p. 370.

LESSON THIRTY-FIVE The Two Covenants

1. The Scriptures recognize two covenants. Hebrews
8:13; Romans, 9:4.



2. One of these covenants is called the first, or old,
covenant, and the other is called the second, or new,
covenant. Hebrews 8:7, 13, 8.

3. The old covenant, which was made at Sinai, was a
mutual agreement between God and the people, according
to which the fulfillment of God's promises was conditioned
upon the fulfillment by the people of their promise to keep his
law, a promise which was made without a due sense of their
inability to live a righteous life by their own unaided effort.
Exodus 19:5, 6; Galatians 4:24; Jeremiah 31:32; Romans
10:2, 3; Matthew 7:17, 18; 12:33; 1 John 3:7.

4. This covenant was ratified by the blood of animals,
which could not take away sin or supply power for
obedience. Exodus 24:7, 8; Hebrews 9:16-21; 10:4.

5. The people quickly broke their covenant-promise, and
would have perished if Moses had not interceded for them,
pleading the covenant with Abraham in their behalf. Exodus
32:14:; 7:14, 30-35; Hebrews 8:9.

6. The foundation of the new covenant was laid in the
beginning. Revelation 13:8; Matthew 25:34. See also
propositions 1, 2, 3, 4, in the preceding lesson.

7. The new covenant was ratified by the blood of Christ,
and is therefore spoken of as the new, or second, covenant.
Luke 22:20; Hebrews 9:15, 22.
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8. Through the promises of the new covenant are found

forgiveness, cleansing from sin, and the power to do the will
of God, or to keep his law. Hebrews 8:10-12; 1 John 1:7;
Hebrews 13:20, 21.

9. Jesus Christ is the surety of the better, or new,
covenant. Hebrews 7:22.

NOTES: In daily experience

"The two covenants have a personal application in daily
experience. He who depends for salvation upon works of
righteousness which he has done, is living under the old



covenant; but he who accepts righteousness as a gift to be
received and revealed in the life by faith, is living under the
new covenant.”

The two covenants

"Another compact-called in Scripture the old covenant-
was formed between God and Israel at Sinai, and was then
ratified by the blood of a sacrifice. The Abrahamic covenant
was ratified by the blood of Christ, and it is called the
second, or new, covenant, because the blood by which it
was sealed was shed after the blood of the first covenant.
That the new covenant was valid in the days of Abraham, is
evident from the fact that it was then confirmed both by the
promise and by the oath of God, the two immutable things, in
which it was impossible for God to lie. Hebrews 8:18."
Patriarchs and Prophets, page 371.

The one true Priest

Whatever blessing was enjoyed by the people of those
times before the ratification of the new covenant, was due as
it could only have been, due, to the unseen action of the one
true and only Priest, whose priestly function, in the making of
an effectual atonement, in the acceptable presentation of
worship, in an all-prevailing intercession, it was the one
glory, as it was the underlying purpose, of the Mosaic ritual
to prefigure and to set forth."

The one Mediator

As it cannot be doubted that whatever knowledge of
spiritual truth came to the saints of the olden times came to
them through the Son of God, the one revealer to man, in
whatever condition, of the things of God; so neither can it be
doubted that whatever spiritual grace, whether of
forgiveness or of sanctification, was vouchsafed to them and



the high level of possible spiritual attainment may be
estimated by the examples of Elijah and Daniel and the
Baptist, not to speak of Mary-was so vouchsafed through the
secret action of the one Mediator through whom alone all
good things are given by God to man."

God's eternal covenant

"From the beginning, God and Christ knew of the
apostasy of Satan, and of the fall of man through the
deceptive power of the apostate. God did not ordain that sin
should exist, but he foresaw its existence, and made
provision to meet the terrible emergency. So great was his
love for the world, that he covenanted to give his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16." The Desire of
Ages, p. 22.

The new covenant defined.

"Though this covenant was made with Adam and renewed
to Abraham, it could not be ratified until the death of Christ. It
had existed by the promise of God since the first intimation
of redemption had been given; it had been accepted by faith;
yet when ratified by Christ, it is called a new covenant. The
law of God was the basis of this covenant, which was simply
an arrangement for bringing men again into harmony with
the divine Will, placing them where they could obey God's
law."-"Patriarchs and Prophets," pp. 370, 371.

LESSON THIRTY-SIX The Law and the Gospel

1. The law of the Ten Commandments sets forth the
standard of righteousness, and consequently it makes
known sin. Isaiah 51:7; Psalm 119:172, 138, 142. Romans
9:31; 10:5; Deuteronomy 6:24,.25; Philippians 3:6; Romans
2:20; 3:20; 4:15; 5:13, 20; 7:7, 1 Corinthians 15:56.

2. The law of God is founded upon the principle of love,
and teaches us how to express our love to God and to man.



Matthew 22:35-40 (compare Deuteronomy 6:4, 5 and
Leviticus 19:18); Romans 13:8-10; Galatians 5:14; James
2:8 (compare John 13:34 and Matthew 7:12); 1 John 5:3; 2
John 1:6; Deuteronomy 30:20.

3. Love is of God; and man, separated from God through
sin, is utterly unable to fulfill the law of love. Romans 7:12,
14-19; Galatians 5:17.

4. In the gospel is revealed the righteousness described in
the law, and the law witnesses to the genuineness of this

righteousness. Romans 1:16, 17; 3:21.
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5. This righteousness is received through believing on
Christ. Romans 3:22, 25; Philippians 3:9; Galatians 2:21.

6. Thus, to meet the need created by the weakness of the
law, the power of the indwelling Christ is provided for us.
Romans 7:24 to 8:4; Philippians 4:13.

7. Faith in Christ establishes the law in our lives by laying
hold of the power which enables us to obey. Romans 3:31;
Hebrews 10:8, 9; 11:8.

8. Christ did not abolish the law, but by his own death he
abolished death, the penalty of disobedience to the law.
Matthew 5:17; 2 Timothy 1:10; 1 Corinthians 15:26, ARV.

9. The gospel of God's grace brings salvation, and
delivers us from the transgression of the law. Titus 2:11;
Romans 6:12-14.

10. The law reveals the sin from which it is unable to save,
and thus urges us to Christ as the one who can supply the
righteousness required. Galatians 3:21-24; Romans 10:4.

11. Those in whose hearts the law of God has been
written through Christ's mediation of the new covenant, have
peace with God and are kept from sin. Psalm 1:1-3; 119:165;
37:31; Romans 5:1; Psalm 119:11.

NOTES: Righteousness defined



"Righteousness is defined by the standard of God's holy
law, an expressed in the ten precepts given on Sinai."-"Steps
to Christ," p. 66.

A great mirror

"The law is a great mirror let down from heaven in which a
man may see himself as he is. That is why the law brings
condemnation and death."

Obedience the sign of discipleship

"The law of God is an expression of his very nature; it in
an embodiment of the great principle of love, and hence is
the foundation of his government in heaven and earth. If our
hearts are renewed in the likeness of God, if the divine love
is implanted in the soul, will not the law of God be carried out
in the life. When the principle of love is implanted in the
heart, when man is renewed after the image of him that
created him, the new covenant promise is fulfilled, 'l will put
my lawn into their hearts, and in their minds will | write them.'
Hebrews 10:16. And if the law is written in the heart, will it

not shape the life! Obedience-
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the service and allegiance of love-is the true sign of
discipleship."-"Steps to Christ" p. 65.

Law and grace

"The law is 'just’ (Romans 7:12), and therefore heartily
approves goodness, and unsparingly condemns badness;
but, save Jesus of Nazareth, the law never saw a man
righteous through obedience. Grace, on the contrary, is not
looking for good men whom it may approve, for it is not
grace, but mere justice, to approve goodness; but it is
looking for condemned, guilty, speechless, and helpless men
whom it may save through faith, sanctify and glorify."



"Law always has a place and work distinct and wholly
diverse from that of grace. Law is God prohibiting, and
requiring (Exodus 20:1, 17); grace is God beseeching, and
bestowing (2 Corinthians 5:18, 21). Law is a ministry of
condemnation (Romans 3:19); grace, of forgiveness
(Ephesians 1:7). Law curses (Galatians 3:10); grace
redeems from that curse (Galatians 3:1). Law kills (Romans
7:9, 11); grace makes alive (John 10:10). Law shuts every
mouth before God; grace opens every mouth to praise him.
Law puts a great and guilty distance between man and God
(Exodus 20:18, 19); grace makes guilty man nigh to God
(Ephesians 2:13). Law says, An eye for an eye, and a tooth
for a tooth (Exodus 21:24); grace says, Resist not evil; but
whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him
the other also' (Matthew 5:39). Law says, Hate your enemy;
grace, Love your enemies, bless them that despitefully use
you. Law says, Do and live (Luke 10:26, 28); grace, Believe
and live (John 5:24). Law utterly condemns the best man
(Philippians 3:4, 9); grace freely justifies the worst (Luke
23:24; Romans 5:5; 1 Timothy 1:15; 1 Corinthians 6:9, 11).
Law is a system of probation; grace, of favor. Law stones an
adulteress (Deuteronomy 22:21); grace says, Neither do |
condemn thee (John 8:1, 11). Under law the sheep dies for
the shepherd; under grace the Shepherd dies for the sheep
(John 10:11)."

The everlasting gospel

"The Old Testament is as verily the gospel in types and
shadows as the New Testament is in its unfolding power. The
New Testament does not present a new religion; the old
Testament does not present a religion to be superseded by
the New. The New Testament is only the advancement and
unfolding of the Old."-"Testimonies for the Church," Volume
6, p. 392.



Two errors

"So fundamental is the correct understanding of the
Christian's relation to the law, that if Satan is not able to
beguile Christians into staying in bondage under the law, he
will seek to drive them into an opposite error that is just as
deadly to true liberty. This is the notion that a Christian has
nothing to do with the law, and is under no obligation to have
his life conform to it."

The law's receipt in full

"If the Holy Spirit shows us the wounds of the dying Christ
for condemning us, he immediately shows us the wounds of
the exalted Christ for comforting us, His glorified body is
death's certificate of discharge, the law's receipt in full,
assuring us that all the penalties of transgression have been
endured, and the Sin-bearer acquitted."

The way of acceptance

"It was possible for Adam, before the fall, to form a
righteous character by obedience to God's law. But he failed
to do this, and because of his sin our natures are fallen, and.
we cannot make ourselves righteous. Since we are sinful,
unholy, we cannot perfectly obey a holy law. We have no
righteousness of our own with which to meet the claims of
the law of God. But Christ has made a way of escape for us.
He lived on earth amid trials and temptations such as we
have to meet. He lived a sinless life. He died for us, and now
he offers to take our sins and give us his righteousness. If
you give yourself to him, and accept him as your Savior,
then, sinful as your life may have been, for his sake you are
accounted righteous. Christ's character stands in place of
your character, and you are accepted before God just as if
you had not sinned."-"Steps to Christ," p. 67.



Obedience guaranteed

"If we are appropriating the promise of the Spirit, our
inheritance through faith, we are having fulfilled in us the law
of God at this present moment. That is what the word of God
gays. That is what happens when we are under grace and
not under the law. Obedience to the law is guaranteed while
we are under grace, walking in the Spirit. Disobedience to
the law can come only when the Christian is living under law,
walking after the flesh."

Magnifying the law

"That law which, resting on the solemn authority of its firm
and unalterable requirements, demanded a fulfillment up to
the last jot and tittle of it, has been magnified and has been
made honorable by one illustrious Sufferer, who put forth the
greatness of his strength in that dark hour of the travail of his
soul when he bore the burden of all its penalties."

Legally free

"This condition of death for sin having been effected for us
by our Savior, we are held legally or judicially free from the
penalty of the violated law, if by our personal faith we will
consent to the translation."

Fulfilling the law

"The law of God is pure and holy and spiritual, and has
never been abrogated. The new covenant does not take
away the law: it provides a way of fulfilling the law."

The law permanent

"The law here in view was the whole revealed will of God
touching man's behavior, coming as a will of authority,
requiring obedience. The discussion in the earlier chapters of



the epistle to the Romans makes this plain. And Paul's way
of keeping the law in those old days, though it was
necessarily too external, had not been so merely external as
is sometimes supposed. His obedience had been zealous
and resolute, with as much heart and meaning as he could
put into it. But law-keeping for righteousness had been the
principle of it. The Jew was placed under a law; obedience to
that law should be his pathway to a destiny of incomparable
privilege and gladness. That was the theory. So believing,
Paul had given himself with zeal to the work, 'living in all
good conscience before God." A great change had now
befallen him; but that could not imply on his part a
renunciation of God's law. The law, better understood
indeed, and far more inwardly apprehended, still retained for
Paul its great outlines, and was reverenced as divine. It was
holy and just and good. It was felt still to shed its steadfast
light on human duty, awakening and illuminating the
conscience; and therefore it revealed most authentically the
moral situation, with its elements of failure, and danger, and
need. The law stood fast. But the scheme of life which stood
in keeping the law for righteousness had passed away for
Paul, vanishing in the light of a new and better day."

LESSON THIRTY-SEVEN Life in Christ

1. God is the source of all life. Psalm 36:9; Jeremiah 2:13;
Job 12:9, 10; Psalm 66:8, 9; John 5:26; Acts 17:24, 25, 28.

2. Life from God was imparted to man in the original
creation. Genesis 2:7.

3. This life was forfeited through sin. Genesis 2:17; 3:6;
Romans 5:12, 15, A. R. V.

4. The Son of God has life in himself, and he came to
bring life to the human family. John 5:25; 14.6; Colossians
3:4; John 10:10, 27, 28; 5:21; 6:33, 48; Romans 6:23; John
17:2; 1:4; 1 John 1:1-3.



5. This life is received by receiving the Son of God. 2
Timothy 1:1; 1 John 5:11-13; John 3:15, ARV, 3:36; 20:30,
31; 6:53-57; 1 Timothy 1:16; John 6 40; 4:14; 3:16.
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6. Those who reject Christ choose death. Proverbs 8:36.
7. Every sinner who turns to Christ is saved from death.
James 5:19, 20.

NOTES: Life from God alone

"Human nature has no enduring life apart from God.
Separated from him 'who only has immortality,’ our nature
not only sinks into degradation, it is destined to 'eternal
destruction." Death has begun in every man who by his
'trespasses and sins 1 has separated himself from the
eternal fountains of life that are in God. The noblest
elements of his nature are dead already, and unless he is
raised from the dead, the death will extend until he is
completely and irrevocably destroyed."

Life through Christ

"One thing is plain-Christ's exhibition of himself as the one
source and indispensable support of life, spiritual and
eternal.”

"Christ is the source of all nourishment. From him flows
the lifeblood which feeds the whole, and by which every form
of supply is ministered whereby the body grows."

Life from the head

"Popular physiology regards the head as the seat of life.
So the fundamental idea in the familiar metaphor [the head],
when applied to our Lord, is that of the source of the
mysterious spiritual life which flows from him into all the
members, and is sight in the eye, strength in the arm,
swiftness in the foot, color in the cheek, being richly various
in its manifestations, but one in its nature, and all his."



A new life

"Those united with Christ are through grace delivered from
their state of death, not only in the sense that the
resurrection and exaltation of Christ redound to their benefit
as divinely imputed to them; but by the life-giving energy of
God they are brought out of their condition of death into a
new and actual state of life."

The Bread from heaven

"The bread from heaven, the life-giving Bread of God, was
not some new doctrine, some higher truth, some occult
religious observance: it was Jesus himself. They were to
come to him and believe on him. Christ was to become their
spiritual sustenance; from him their souls were to receive all
the life and strength and satisfaction that food imparts to our
natural bodies."

Christ our life

"To be a Christian, then, is to live a Christian life; not only
to hold certain doctrines, to adopt certain principles, but to

live like Christ. But for this we must take Christ as our life."
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"We are born again the moment we believe. Then we
become members of Christ and share his life as the
branches share the life of the vine. This is a great mystery. In
experience, thank God, as simple as can be, we know that
as we trust in Christ new strength to overcome, new
patience to endure, new love, new purity, new hope, new joy
fill our hearts. Christ does become our life."

"We share the resurrection life that starts from the atoning
death. Christ from Bethlehem to Calvary is our example.
Christ risen and ascended and yet present in our hearts by
the Holy Ghost, is our life, our food, our spiritual
sustenance."



Love through life

"Because we are by nature so wholly without heavenly
affection, God, through the indwelling Spirit, gives us his own
love with which to love himself. Herein is the highest
credential of discipleship: 'By this shall all men know that you
are my disciples, if you have love one to another.! John
13:35. As. Christ manifested to the world the love of the
Father, so are we to manifest the love of Christ,-a
manifestation, however, in only possible because of our
possessor ship of a common life."

Life through the Spirit

"In his intimate union with his Son, the Holy Spirit is the
unique organ by which God wills to communicate to man his
own life, the supernatural life, the divine life, that is to say,
his holiness, his power, his love, his felicity. To this end the
Son works outwardly, the Holy Spirit inwardly."

Christ the truth and the life

"Christ, then, is 'the truth' because he is the revealer of
God. In him we learn what God is and how to approach him.
But knowledge is not enough. It is conceivable that we
should have learned much about God, and yet have
despaired of over becoming like him. It might gradually have
become our conviction that we were forever shut out from all
good, although that is incompatible with a true knowledge of
God; for if God is known at all, he must be known as love, as
self communicating. Put the possibility of having knowledge
which we cannot use is precluded by the fact that he who is
the truth is also the life. In him who is the revealer we at the
same time find power to avail ourselves of the revelation."
Read the "Source Book," pages 315-331.



LESSON THIRTY-EIGHT The Temple of God

1. The sanctuary in the wilderness was built to furnish a
dwelling place for God. Exodus 25:8.

2. Solomon built the temple for the same purpose. Acts
7:44-47; 1 Kings 8:20.

3. Both the tabernacle and the temple were types of Christ
as the temple of God's glory upon earth. John 2:19-21; 1:14,
ARV, margin.

4. When Christ dwells in our hearts through his ministry of
the Holy Spirit, we become temples of God. John 14:20, 23;
Ephesians 3:16, 17; Romans 8:9-11; 2 Corinthians 6:16;
Ephesians 2:22.

5. Then the same glory which was manifested through
Christ will be manifested through us, and we shall become a
light to the world, as he was. Isaiah 60:1; John 17:22; 8:12;
Matthew 5:14, 16.

6. The most forcible reason why the Christian should do
nothing to defile or injure his body, is the fact that it is the
temple of God. 1 Corinthians 6:19, 20; 3:16, 17, ARV; 10:31.

NOTES: A prefiguring of Emmanuel

"The tabernacle was a revelation of love, a representation
of God coming down from heaven and dwelling with men as
their Savior, a prefiguring of the Emmanuel through whom
the Christian has fellowship with God; and as revealing not
only the God they love, but the attributes of God they most
delight in, is even now, when it exists only in history, an
object of interest to those who would acquaint themselves as
much as possible with their Father in heaven."

Through grace the heart becomes God's temple

"From eternal ages it was God's purpose that every
created being, from the bright and holy seraph to man,
should be a temple for the indwelling of the Creator.



Because of sin, humanity ceased to be a temple for God.
Darkened and defiled by evil, the heart of man no longer
revealed the glory of the Divine One. But by the incarnation
of the Son of God, the purpose of, heaven is fulfilled. God

dwells in
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humanity, and through saying grace the heart of man

nw n

becomes again his temple."-"The Desire of Ages," p. 161.
The church the temple

"After his ascension and, the sending clown of the Spirit,
the church takes the name her Lord had borne before; she is
the temple of God, and the only temple which he has on
earth during the present dispensation."

Cleansing the temple

"In cleansing the temple from the world's buyers and
sellers, Jesus announced his mission to cleanse the heart
from the defilement of sin, from the earthly desires, the
selfish lusts, the evil habits, that corrupt the soul."-"The
Desire of Ages," p. 178.

The ark teaches of Christ

"As it [the ark] was made of wood, and covered with gold,
thus consisting of two materials, one ordinary and the other
exceedingly precious, so Christ has two natures, the human
and the divine, the former represented by the wood, and the
latter by the gold; which two natures, however, make only
one Christ, as the wood and the gold, one ark. The acacia
was a very durable wood, not liable to decay like other
species of timber, and it was in this respect a type of the
body of Christ, which, though laid in the grave, was not
suffered to see corruption. The ark had a border of gold
around its lid: so Christ was crowned with glory and honor.
Within the ark were the two tablets of the law; and Christ



says, 'l delight to do thy will, O my God; yea, thy law is within
my heart.! Over the ark was its lid, covering the tablets: so
Christ covers all our sins which we have committed against
the law. This lid was called the mercy scat, because God
was here enthroned above his covered law as a God of
mercy; but Christ is the true mercy seat, since it is through
him that God is reconciling the world to himself, not imputing
to them their sins. Prom the mercy seat God communed with
Moses: through Christ he communes with us. The ark, with
the mercy seat which covered it, was the place where God
dwelt: in Christ dwells all the fullness of the Godhead. Over
the ark were two cherubs, turning their faces toward the
mercy seat as if in wonder and delight: so the angels are
said to study with interest the work of Christ in the
redemption of men. The ark had four rings, one on each of
its corners, by means of which it, was carried from place to
place as the people journeyed in the wilderness: so Christ
through the preaching of his gospel is carried into the four
quarters of the world."

Caring for the temple

God is not honored when the body is neglected or
abused, and is thus unfitted for his service."-"The Ministry of
Healing," p. 322.

"The knowledge that man is to be a temple for God, a
habitation for the revealing of his glory, should be the highest
incentive to the care and development of our physical

powers. Fearfully and wonderfully
100

has the Creator wrought in the human frame, and he bids
us make it our study, understand its needs, and act our part
in preserving it from harm and defilement."-Id., p. 271.

The temple of the heart



"Fling wide the portal of your heart;
Make it a temple set apart

From earthly, use, for heaven's employ,
Adorned with prayer and love and joy;
So shall your Sovereign enter in,

And new and nobler life begin.

"Redeemer, come we open wide

Our hearts to thee; here, Lord, abide!
Let us thy inner presence feel,

Thy grace and love in us reveal,

Thy Holy Spirit guide us on,

Until the glorious crown be won!"

LESSON THIRTY-NINE Christ Our Priest

1. In order that he might become a priest to make
propitiation for sin, Christ partook of the same flesh and
blood which we have. Hebrews 2:17; 4:15.

2. Christ is priest after the order of Melchizedek, and not
after the order of Aaron. Hebrews 5:6; 7:11-14, 1-3.

3. The priesthood of Christ is superior in various
particulars. Hebrews 7:15-17, 20-24.

4. Christ is priest in the heavenly sanctuary. Hebrews 8:1,
2,4;9:11,12, 24.

5. Christ is priest upon the throne of grace to minister
mercy and grace. Zechariah 6:12, 13; Hebrews 4:14-16.

6. Christ's ministry is a more excellent one. Hebrews 8:6.

7. As priest he pleads in our behalf the offering up of
himself for sin. Hebrews 7:26, 27; 9:25-28.

8. That offering is effectual for our salvation. Hebrews
10:10-14.

9. As our priest Christ gives himself wholly to securing
salvation for us through his continual intercession. Hebrews
7.25.

NOTES: The meaning of the sacrificial worship



"Christ was the foundation and life of the temple. Its
services were typical of the sacrifice of the Son of God. The
priesthood was established to represent the mediatorial
character and work of Christ. The entire plan of sacrificial
worship was a foreshadowing of the Savior's death to
redeem the world." The Desire of Ages, p. 165.

The Heavenly reality

"The Levitical system, the tabernacle, its arrangements, its
ritual, were the earthly copies of a heavenly pattern and
original, revealed first to Moses in the mount (Exodus 25:9,
40; 26:30; Numbers 8:4; Acts 7:44; Hebrews 8:5); and again,
by special inspiration, to David when he was preparing the
plans for the temple on Moriah (1 Chronicles 28:12, 19).
Above it all (so to speak) and behind and through it all, the
eye of faith can, now at any rate, discern a heavenly reality
then existing, yet kept in the background until the actual
incarnation and the completed work on earth of Christ an the
real minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle
which the Lord pitched, and not man (Hebrews 8:2), should
render its full disclosure possible."

The abiding presence

"In 1 John 2:1, Jesus Christ the righteous is himself called
an advocate with the Father; that is, one who acts as
intercessor and mediating high priest for us (compare
Hebrews 7:25; 9:24; Romans 8:34). Being such an
advocate, he must needs also be our helper and comforter,
and hence his own words in John 14:16-20, where our Lord
implies that he in himself the Comforter, but will come to his
disciples in the abiding presence of the Spirit of Truth."

"While Jesus ministers in the sanctuary above, he is still
by his Spirit, the minister of the church on earth. He is
withdrawn from the eye of sense, but his parting promise is
fulfilled, 'Lo, | am with you always, even unto the end of the



world." Matthew 28:20. While he delegates his power, to
inferior ministers, his energizing presence is still with his
church." The Desire of Ages, p. 166.

Our High Priest

"After his ascension, our Savior was to begin his work as
our high priest. Says Paul, 'Christ is not entered into the holy
places made with hands, which are the figures of the true;
but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God
for us.' Hebrews 9:24. As Christ's ministration was to consist
of two great divisions, each occupying a period of time and
having a distinctive place' in the heavenly sanctuary, so the
typical ministration consisted of two divisions, the daily and
the yearly service, and to each a department of the
tabernacle was devoted. As Christ at his ascension
appeared in the presence of God to plead his blood in behalf

of penitent believers, so the priest in the daily ministration
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sprinkled the blood of the sacrifice in the holy place in the
sinner's behalf."-"Patriarchs and Prophets," p. 357.

"In the offering of incense the priest was brought more
directly into the presence of God than in any other act of the
daily ministration. As the inner vale of the sanctuary did not
extend to the top of the building, the glory of God, which was
manifested above the mercy scat, was partially visible from
the first apartment. When the priest offered incense before
the Lord, he looked toward the ark; and as the cloud of
incense arose, the divine glory descended upon the mercy
seat and, filled the most holy place, and often so filled both
apartments that the priest was obliged to retire to the door of
the tabernacle. As in that typical service, the priest looked by
faith to the mercy seat which he could not ace, so the people
of God are now to direct their prayers to Christ, their great
high priest, who, unseen by human vision, is pleading in their
behalf in the sanctuary above."-"Patriarchs and Prophets," p.
353.



"By virtue of his death and resurrection he [Christ] became
the minister of the 'true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched,
and not man." Hebrews 8:2. Men reared the Jewish
tabernacle; men built the Jewish temple; but the sanctuary
above, of which the earthly was a type, was built by no
human architect. 'Behold the man whose name is the
Branch; he shall build the temple of the Lord; and he shall
bear the glory, and shall sit and rule upon his throne; and he
shall be a priest upon his throne.' Zechariah 6:12, 13. The
sacrificial service that had pointed to Christ passed away;
but the eyes of men were turned to the true sacrifice for the
sins of the world. The earthly priesthood ceased; but we look
to Jesus, the minister of the new covenant, and 'to the blood
of sprinkling, that speaks better things than that of Abel.
Hebrews 12:24." The Desire of Ages," pp. 165, 166.

"As a priest, Christ is now set down with the Father in his
throne. Revelation 3:21. Upon the throne with the eternal,
self-existent One, is he who 'has borne our griefs, and
carried our sorrows,' who 'was in all points tempted like as
we are, yet without sin' 'that he might be able to succor them
that are tempted.' 'If any man sin, we have an Advocate with
the Father.' Isaiah 53:4; Hebrews 4:15; 2:18; 1 John 2:1. His
intercession is that of a pierced and broken body, of a
spotless life. The wounded hands, the pierced side, the
marred feet, plead for fallen man, whose redemption was
purchased at such infinite cost." The Great Controversy," p.
416.

The two sanctuaries

"Here [Hebrews 8:1, 2] is revealed the sanctuary of the
new covenant. The sanctuary of the first covenant was
pitched by man, built by Moses; this is pitched by the Lord,
not by man. In that sanctuary the earthly priests performed
their service; in this, Christ, our great high priest, ministers at



God's right hand. One sanctuary was on earth, the other in.
in heaven."-Id., p. 413.

LESSON FORTY The False Mediatorial System

The True and False Systems Contrasted

1. In the true system the Mediator is both God and man;
but in the false system the mediator attempts to take the
place of God, but is only man. John 1:1, 14; 1 Timothy 2:5; 2
Thessalonians 2:3, 4.

"The priest stands as a mediator between God and man."
The Pilot (R. C.), Boston, May.29, 1915.

2. He who is the mediator in the true system is the eternal
Son of God who was the mediator in the original creation;
but in the false system a man professes to take the place of
God. Hebrews 4:14. (See Lesson 31.)

"We hold upon this earth the place of God Almighty."-Pope
Leo Xlll, in an encyclical letter dated June 20, 1894, "The
Great Encyclical Letters of Leo XIII," p. 304.

3. In the true system the offering is Christ himself, who
offered himself once for all; but in the false system a wafer is
offered which it is claimed has been changed into the body
of Christ, and therefore is the same as the sacrifice on
Calvary. Hebrews 9:25, 26.

"The mass is the sacrifice of Christ's body and blood,
offered to God, under the appearances of bread and
wine."-"Manual of Christian Doctrine," by a seminary
professor (R. C.), p. 438.

"The holy sacrifice of the mass does not differ in its
essence from the sacrifice offered up upon Mt. Calvary. As
we find on Calvary and in the mass the same identical victim
and the same principal offered, Jesus Christ, the two
sacrifices are essentially the same."-"Catholic Belief," Rev.
Joseph Fad di Bruno, D, D. (R. C.), p. 101.



4. In the true system the sanctuary is in heaven; but in the
false system every Roman Catholic church is regarded as a

sanctuary. Hebrews 8:1, 2.
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"The real presence of our divine Lord in the blessed
eucharist makes every Catholic church a tabernacle of the
Most High."-The True Voice (R. C.), Omaha, Nebr., April 18,
1913.

5. In the true system the priest is Christ himself; but in the
false system a man is priest, who claims authority to act in
the person of Christ. Hebrews 3:1; 5:5; 6:20; 7:26; 10:21.

"The priest is the man of God, the minister of God, the
portion of God, the man called of God, consecrated to God,
wholly occupied with the interests of God; he that despises
him, despises God; he that hears him hears God; he remits
sins as God, and that which he calls his body at the altar is
adored as God by himself and by the congregation. This
shows Jesus Christ as God-man [italics his]."-Catholic
Doctrine as Defined by the Council of Trent," Rev. A.
Nampon, S. J. (R. C.), p. 543.

6. In the true system the law of God as given from Sinai is
written in the heart; but in the false system the law of God is
changed into the law of the church, and various precepts are
added. Hebrews 8:6, 8, 10.

"Ques.-Have you any other way of proving that the church
has power to institute festivals of precept?

"Ans.-Had she not such power, she could not have done
that in which all modern religionists agree with her,-she could
not have substituted the observance of Sunday the first day
of the week, for the observance of Saturday the seventh day,
a change for which there is no Scriptural authority."-"A
Doctrinal Catechism," Rev. Stephen Keenan (R. C.), p. 174.

NOTES:

In connection with this lesson read, on the "mass," pages
295-300 of the "Source Book," giving special attention to the



following quotations: "A Propitiatory Sacrifice," page 295;
"Some Canons On," page 296; "Compared with Calvary,"
page 297; "Christ Adored In," page 298; "Relation to the
'‘Continual Sacrifice," page 299.

On the "priesthood," read pages 389-393 of the "Source
Book."

LESSON FORTY-ONE The False Mediatorial System

In Prophecy and Its Fulfillment

1. To the prophet Daniel it was revealed that the little horn
(representing ecclesiastical Rome) would lift itself up against
Christ, the Prince of the host, and rob him of his exclusive
mediatorial function by substituting the false sanctuary
service for the true one. Daniel 8:11 ARV.

2. To the apostle Paul the same great apostasy was made
known, and was declared by him to be the man of sin sitting
in the temple of God. 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 4.

3. Political Israel was given into the hands of political
Babylon, on account of transgression. Daniel 1:1, 2; 1
Chronicles 9:1.

4. Modern Israel was given into the hands of modern
Babylon for the same reason. Daniel 7:25; 8:12, ARV.

5. It is openly asserted that in the system of mediation
established in the Roman Catholic Church is found the full
realization of all that was foreshadowed in the typical service
of the sanctuary. Read "Source Book," p. 392, art.
"Priesthood, The Jewish and Roman Systems."

6. In thus putting a false mediatorial service in the place of
the true service, the Roman Catholic Church has subverted
the vital doctrine of the gospel of Christ's saving work.

"The center in Christian theology is the mediatorial
principle. The center of the Christian system is neither God
nor man, but the God-man the Mediator. Christianity is the
religion of reconciliation. 'All religion is union between God
and man.' But 'the religion of the Bible is a reunion, a



reinstated fellowship." In the accomplishing of this reunion, or
reconciliation, Jesus Christ is the sole mediator. 'God was in
Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.' Hence the central
idea in Christian theology is mediatorial." "Creation Centered
in Christ," H. Grattan Guinness, D. D., p. 86.
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7. The Sabbath of the fourth commandment is the sign of

the creative power which was revealed through the one
Mediator both in the original creation and the new creation;
the false Sabbath is the sign of the power of the Roman
Catholic Church which has instituted the false mediatorial
service. Exodus 20:11; 31:12, 17.

"It was the Catholic Church which, by the authority of
Jesus Christ, has transferred this rest to the Sunday in
remembrance of the resurrection of our Lord. Thus the
observance of Sunday by the Protestants is an homage they
pay, in spite of themselves, to the authority of the [Catholic]
church." "Plain Talk About the Protestantism of Today," Mgr.
Sequr, p. 213.

NOTES
The mystery of iniquity

"It must be remembered, in dealing with this subject, that
the Roman Catholic Church is the mystery of iniquity, and
that it perverts the gospel of Christ while at the same time
claiming to be the one efficient conserver of the gospel.
Roman Catholic teaching professes to give to Christ his
place as the one mediator, but it gives to the church such
exclusive power in the ministry of this mediation as in reality
makes the Roman Catholic priesthood the practical
mediatorial agency. The following extract makes this clear:

"Catholics believe that our Lord Jesus Christ is alone the
great center of the, Christian religion, the fountain of all
grace, virtue, and merit, as in the natural world (if the



comparison may be allowed) the sun is the center and
enlivening source of light, heat, and growth.

"This grand truth they believe to be the vital, essential part
of Christianity, 'for other foundation no man can lay but that
which is laid; which is Christ Jesus.' 1 Corinthians 3:11."

"They believe that union with Jesus Christ is the highest
and noblest aim of man, and that only the Holy Catholic
Church supplies the means for this union with Jesus Christ
[italics ours]."-"Catholic Belief," Rev. Joseph Fad di Bruno, D.
D. (R. C.), p. 33.

The work of Satan

"Satan invents unnumbered schemes to occupy our
minds, that they may not dwell upon the very work with
which we ought to be best acquainted. The arch deceiver
hates the great truths that bring to view an atoning sacrifice
and an all-powerful Mediator. He knows that with him
everything depends on his diverting minds from Jesus and
his truth." The Great Controversy," p. 488.

An earthly mediator

"The accession of the Roman Church to power marked
the beginning of the Dark Ages. As her power increased, the
darkness deepened. Faith was transferred from Christ, the
true foundation, to the pope of Rome. Instead of trusting in
the Son of God for forgiveness of sins and for eternal
salvation, the people looked to the pope, and to the priests
and prelates to whom he delegated authority. They were
taught that the pope was their earthly mediator, and that
none could approach God except through him; and further,
that he stood in the place of God to them, and was therefore
to be implicitly obeyed."-Id., p. 55.

A vain mediation



"Many were undeceived [by the preaching of the
Reformers] in regard to the claims of Rome. They saw how
vain is the mediation of men or angels in behalf of the sinner.
As the true light dawned upon their minds, they exclaimed
with rejoicing, 'Christ is my priest; his blood is my sacrifice;
his altar is my confessional." Id., p. 74.

"Looking to Jesus."

"The eyes of the people, so long directed to human rites
and earthly mediators were turning in penitence and faith to
Christ, and him crucified."-Id., p. 133.

Section XI-LIVING THE LIFE OF CHRIST

LESSON FORTY-TWO Repentance

1. Repentance is necessary to salvation. Luke 13:1-3;
Acts 3:19; 17:30; Mark 1:4; Luke 24:47; 2 Peter 3:9.

2. Repentance means a sorrow for sin which leads to the
forsaking of sin, and not merely sorrow for the
consequences of sin. 2 Corinthians 7:9, 10; Psalm 38:18.

3. Repentance is the gift of God through Christ. Acts 5:30,
31; 11:18; 2 Timothy 2:24, 25.

4. The revelation of God's goodness in the provisions of
the gospel is the efficient cause of repentance. Romans 2:4.

5. The results of true repentance will be seen in a
changed life. Matthew 3:7, 8; Acts 26:19, 20.

6. Heavenly beings are so desirous of our salvation that
there is joy among them whenever one sinner repents. Luke
15:7, 10.

7. There is great danger in resisting the call to repentance.
Revelation 2:5; 3:3, 19; Hebrews 12:16, 17.

NOTES

A Pharisee's work



The Pharisees were the best people of their day; and yet
they were the greatest failures. Against no others did Jesus
hurl so fierce denunciations. Why? Because they put
reformation in the place of repentance and faith; because
they were employing human means for accomplishing what
only the Holy Spirit could accomplish. And so, today, every
device for the betterment of society which does not strike at
the root of the disease and apply the remedy to the scat of
life, the human soul, is Pharisaical and is doing a Pharisee's
work."

The power for repentance

"The Bible does not teach that the sinner must repent
before he can heed the invitation of Christ, 'Come unto me,
all you that labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you
rest.' Matthew 11:28.

It is the virtue that goes forth from Christ, that leads to
genuine repentance. Peter made the matter clear in his
statement to the lIsraelites, when he said, 'Him has God
exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Savior, for to

give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins."' Acts
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5:31. We can no more repent without the Spirit of Christ
the conscience than we can be, pardoned without
Christ."-"Steps to Christ," p. 30.

The evidence of repentance

"There is no evidence of genuine repentance, unless it
works reformation. If he restore the pledge, give again that
he had robbed, confess his sins, and love God and his fellow
men, the sinner may be sure that he has passed from death
unto life."-/d., p. 63.

Turning from sin



"Repentance includes sorrow for sin, and a turning away
from it. We shall not renounce sin unless we see its
sinfulness; until we turn away from it in heart, there will be no
real change in the life."-Id., p. 26.

Coming home to God

"Repentance is a turning back upon one's self, a retracing
of one's footsteps, a confession and acknowledgment of
what one has abandoned. It is a coming back and a coming
home to God, exactly m Jesus himself has described in the
parable of the prodigal."

"Misery alone never led either man or nation to
repentance: the sorrow of this world works only death.
Repentance is the return to God; and it is the awakening to
the truth about God, to the facts of his nature and his grace,
which alone makes repentance possible."

True repentance

"True repentance will load a man to bear his guilt himself,
and acknowledge it without deception or hypocrisy. Like the
poor publican, not lifting up so much as his eyes unto
heaven, he will cry, 'God be merciful to me a sinner;' and
those who do acknowledge their guilt will be justified; for
Jesus will plead his blood in behalf of the repentant
soul."-"Steps to Christ," pp. 45, 46.

LESSON FORTY-THREE Faith

1. In dealing with God it is absolutely necessary that we
should exercise faith. Hebrews 11:6; 1 John 3:23; John 6:29.
2. Faith is grounded upon the word of God, and is the
confidence concerning the unseen things set forth in that
word, and the demonstration in experience of the reality of

the unseen. Romans 10:17; Hebrews 11:1.
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3. The provisions of the gospel are applied to us
individually through our exercise of that faith which takes
God at his word Romans 1:16, 17; 3:21, 22; Mark 16:16;
Galatians 3:15; 2 Timothy 3:15; John 3:18, 36; Acts 16:30,
31; Hebrews 4:2.

4. Faith sees and accepts as real those invisible things
which are set forth in the word of God, and thus brings to us
the experience of eternal things. John 8:56; Hebrews
11:24-27; 11:7; 2 Corinthians 4:17, 18; Hebrews 6:12; 2
Corinthians 5:7; 1 Corinthians 2:9, 10.

5. Faith is not merely the assent of the mind to a
demonstrated fact, but a living principle which bears fruit
good works. James 2:19; Galatians 5:6; James 2:22, 23
compare Hebrews 11:32-34).

6. Faith implies three things: the conviction of sin, an
understanding of the remedy for sin, and confidence that
God can and will fulfill his promises. John 16: 9, ARV,
Romans 3:11, 12, 20-26; 4:21; Hebrews 10:22, 23, 36.

NOTES
Genuine faith

"Where there is not only a belief in God's word, but a
submission of the will to him; where the heart is yielded to
him, the affections fixed upon him, there is faith, faith that
works by love, and purifies the soul. Through this faith the
heart is renewed in the image of God. And the heart that in
its unrenewed state is not subject to the law of God, neither
indeed can be, now delights in its holy precepts."-"Steps to
Christ," p. 68.

Believing God's promise

"You cannot atone for your past sins, you cannot change
your heart, and make yourself holy. But God promises to do
all this for you through Christ. You believe that promise. You



confess your sins, and give yourself to God. You will to serve
him. Just as surely as you do this, God will fulfill his word to
you. If you believe the promise, believe that you are forgiven
and cleansed then God supplies the fact; you are made
whole, just as Christ gave the paralytic power to walk when
the man believed that he was healed. It is so if you believe it.
Do not wait to feel that you are made whole, but say, |
believe it; it is so, not because | feel it, but because God has
promised."-Id., p. 55.

Faith and presumption

"Faith says, 'lt is written,' and uses God's word to keep
from sin; presumption says, 'lIt is written,’ and uses God's

word as an excuse for
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committing sin. Read Matthew 4:5-7. Compare
Deuteronomy 1:21, 29 with verses 41-45.

Faith claims God's promises, and brings forth fruit in
obedience. Presumption also claims the promises, but uses
them as Satan did, to excuse transgression. Faith would
have led our first parents to trust the love of God and to obey
his commands. Presumption led them to transgress his law,
believing that his great love would save them from the
consequences of their sin. It is not faith that claims the favor
of Heaven without complying with the conditions on which
mercy is to be granted. Genuine faith has its foundation in

the promises and provisions of the Scriptures."-"Gospel
Workers," p. 260.

The meaning of faith

"Faith covers the whole ground of man's relation to God."
"Faith is a personal relation of the soul to a living, present
Christ, whereby its isolated, separate, selfish life is given

up.ll



"The reason, the will, and the conscience, memory and,
hope, love, reverence, awe joy, and gratitude, are all of them
blended in a great and perfect faith."

"Faith underlies consecration and is the parent of
holiness, for he only will yield, himself to God who trustfully
grasps the mercies of God and rests on Christ's great gift of
himself."

"The very idea of faith implies solid assurance and fixed
confidence."

Faith unites with Christ

"Faith is our soul-contact with the Son of God, setting up
(upon our side) that union with him in his life of which
Scripture is so full. And thus it is open to us, surely, to say
that justification by faith means, from one momentous
aspect, justification because of the Christ with whom through
faith we are made mysteriously but truly one. Believing, we
are one with him, one in the common life with which the
living members live with the Head, by the power of his Spirit.
One with him in life, we are therefore, by no mere legal
fiction but in vital fact, capable of oneness with him in
interest also."

Faith accepts the blessings

"Faith is trusting in God, believing that he loves us, and
knows what is for our best good. Thus, instead of our own
way, it leads us to choose his way. In place of our ignorance,
it accepts his wisdom; in place of our weakness, his
strength; in place of our sinfulness, his righteousness. Our
lives, ourselves, are already his; faith acknowledges his
ownership, and accepts its blessing. Truth, uprightness,
purity, are pointed out as secrets of life's success. It is faith
that puts us in possession of these. Every good impulse or
aspiration is the gift of God; faith receives from God the life



that alone can produce true growth and efficiency."-"Gospel
Workers," p. 259.

Faith lays hold of Christ

The obstacles that hinder our progress will never
disappear before a halting, doubting spirit. Those who defer
obedience till every uncertainty disappears, and there
remains no risk of failure or defeat, will never obey. Faith
looks beyond the difficulties, and lays hold of the unseen,
even Omnipotence, therefore it cannot be baffled. Faith is
the clasping of the hand of Christ in every emergency."-/d.,
p. 2620.

"That is not faith which knows Christ in the future only.
That is not eternal life which might exist apart from Christ.
He that believeth hath eternal life because he hath Christ;
and as Christ was when in the world, so are we, because we
have Christ; consequently the divorcing of salvation and of
holiness is an absurdity. If we are the elect of Christ, we are
elected to live a Christ like life upon the earth-elected to be
branches in the True Vine and to bring forth fruit."

"Faith, as concerned with our salvation, needs a certain
and trustworthy object, even Jesus Christ. Having him, we
have the condition for exercising faith, reliance in the dark,
trust in his skill power on our behalf in unknown or
mysterious circumstances."

Reasonable to believe

"Those who refuse to believe without scientific
demonstration, show that they misunderstand the nature and
purpose of faith. A forced belief could not bring men nearer
to God. But we do not in the least degree escape from these
difficulties, but rather multiply them, when we abandon faith.
The difficulties of infidelity are greater than the difficulties of
faith. It is more reasonable to believe than to doubt; but
reason will, never compel faith."



Faith is life

"The faith that is unto salvation is not a mere intellectual
assent to the truth. He who waits for entire knowledge before
he will exercise faith, cannot receive blessing from God. It is
not enough to believe about Christ; we must believe in him.
The only faith that will benefit us is that which embraces him
as a personal Savior; which appropriates his merits to
ourselves. Many hold faith as an opinion. But saying faith is
a transaction, by which those who receive Christ join
themselves in covenant relation with God. Genuine faith is
life. A living faith means an increase of vigor, a confiding
trust, by which the soul becomes a conquering power. Faith
takes God, at his word, not asking to understand the
meaning of the trying experiences that come."-"Gospel
Workers," pp. 260, 261.

A phantom faith

"Faith that does not hearken to Christ, that hearkens
rather to one's own heart, is a mere phantom faith; it is the
demon of unbelief under the angelic mask of faith."

Christ the object of faith

"Faith is reliance. But then, when the reliance is directed
upon an object infinitely great and good, when it reposes
upon God in Christ, upon him in his promise, his fidelity, his
love, upon his very self, what is not this reliance in its
effectual It is the creature laying hold upon the Creator. It is
our reception of God himself in his word. So, it is the putting
ourselves in the way of his own almighty action in the
fulfillment of his word, in the keeping of his promise. 'The
virtue of faith lies in the virtue of its object." That object, in
this matter of justification, so the Scriptures assure us



abundantly and with the utmost clearness, is our Lord Jesus
Christ himself, who died for us and rose again."

The faith needed

"Without a living faith in Christ as a personal Savior, it is
impossible to make your faith felt in a skeptical world. You
would draw sinners out of the swift-running current, your own
feet must not stand on slippery places."-Id, p. 274.

Unbelief possible

"There will still be difficulties, both in the Bible and in the
deep things of God. For there must be an element of
uncertainty in the exercise of true faith. If it had been in
accordance with God's purpose, the truths of God might
have been so brought home to men by vision and portent
that every one would be compelled to believe. The Jews
were always seeking for some unmistakable sign that should
make unbelief impossible. Christ never gave it them. If
unbelief were impossible, there would be no moral value in
faith."

Reliance on the Promises

"The whole chapter [Hebrews 11] confirms our simple
definition of faith. Nosh, Abraham, Joseph, Moses-they all
treated the hoped for and the unseen as solid and certain
because they all relied upon the faithful Promises. Their
victories were mysteriously great, their lives were related
vitally to the Unseen. But the action to this end was on their
part sublimely simple. It was reliance on the Promises. It was
taking God at his word."

LESSON FORTY-FOUR Conversion

1. The change designated as conversion, or the new birth,
is a necessary one. Matthew 18:3; John 3:3.



2. Repentance and confession of sin, are a part of the
experience of conversion. Acts 3:19; Matthew 3:1, 2, 5, 6; 1
John 1:9; Romans 10:10.

114
3. Conversion, or the new birth, is accomplished through

the agency of the word and Spirit of God. 1 Peter 1:23; John
3:5,
4. The evidences of conversion, or the new birth, will
appear in the life. 1 John 3:14; John 13:35; 1 John 2:29; 5:4.
5. A converted person should be a help to others. Luke
22:31, 32.

NOTES
Conversion means self-surrender

"Conversion means to turn about or upon. When the
unsaved sinner is convinced, of sin and resolves to turn from
his transgressions and commit his ways unto the Lord, he
has repented; and when he acts upon that resolve, and
yields himself to God in absolute self-surrender, he is
converted."

The divine life brought down

"Regeneration is not our natural life carried up to its
highest point of attainment, but the divine life brought down
to its lowest point of condescension, even to the heart of
fallen man."

In Adam and in Christ

"As we are 'in Adam,' not merely by the imputation of
Adam's sin, but by an actual community of a corrupt nature,
derived to us, from him by our natural descent from him, so
that we have a sad share in him, as having been in him, and
being from him, and of him, bone of his bone and flesh of his
flesh; so, on the other hand, are we 'in Christ,' not merely by



the imputation of his righteousness, but by an actual, real,
spiritual origin from him, not physical, but still as real as our
descent from Adam. As we are really 'sons of man' by
physical birth, so are we as really and as actually 'sons of
God' by spiritual birth; sons of man by being born in Adam,
sons of God by being members of him who is the Son of
God."

Children of God by the new birth

"It is this new, or second, birth which produces children of
God. The declaration of John (3:3) puts to confusion the very
common claim that God is the Father of universal humanity,
and makes it absurd to talk of 'the Fatherhood of God,' 'the
heavenly Father,’ 'the divine Fatherhood," and other such
phrases with which we are surfeited in these modern days.
Nothing is farther from truth, and nothing is more dangerous
and seductive than the claim that the children of Adam are,
by nature, God's children."

This new birth, not in any feeble metaphorical sense, but
'm a sense most gloriously real and transcending the
metaphor instead of falling below it, is precisely what is
possible to you through Christ. As
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your present life, which has been so miserable a failure,

came' to you from your parents, and boars in it the deep and
ineffaceable impression of what your parents were and of
what their ancestors were, a new life may come to you from
Christ, the beginning of that life being the new' birth."

"There is but one way through which the relation of son
ship can be established, and that is by begetting. That God
has created all men does not constitute them his sons in the
evangelical sense of that word. The son ship on which the
New Testament dwells so constantly is based absolutely and
solely on the experience of the new birth, while the doctrine
of universal son ship rests either upon a daring denial or a
daring assumption,-the denial of the universal fall of man



through sin, or the assumption of the universal regeneration
of man through the Spirit. In either ease the teaching
belongs to ‘'another gospel,’ the recompense of whose
preaching is not a beatitude but an anathema."

"Here we have at least twenty different expressions-born
again, born of the Spirit, born of God, born of the
incorruptible seed of the word, being quickened, arising from
the dead, conversion, circumcision of the heart, the creation
of a new heart and new spirit, the heart of stone becoming
the heart of flesh, repentance, faith, reconciliation with God,
receiving Christ, believing God's record to his Son, awaking
from sleep, coming out of darkness into light, darkness
becoming light, passing from death to life, a new creation,
salvation by the washing of regeneration and by the
renewing of the Holy Ghost expressions in which many and
various figures are employed, but all indicating how great
and radical the change is. This is the new birth of the soul to
God by the operation of the Holy Ghost."

Reformation without conversion

"A man may be changed from worse to better; from a
notorious sinner to a civil, honest man. From civil honesty he
may pass on to a formal Christianity, and do and perform
religious services, and yet lie in his sins and want the power
of inward sanctification. He may by a general power of the
word in some sort be inwardly enlightened. He may have
some degree of understanding and joy in the word, and do
some things after it, and forsake many sins; yet for all this he
comes short of a sound conversion."

The confession of sin

"True confession is always of a specific character, and
acknowledges particular sins. They may be of such a nature
as to be brought before God only; they may be wrongs that
should be confessed to individuals who have suffered injury



through them; or they may be of a public character, and
should then be as publicly confessed. But all confession
should be definite and to the point, acknowledging the very
sins of which you are guilty."-"Steps to Christ," p. 43.

Confession brings forgiveness

"Only believe that God is your helper. He wants to restore
his moral image in man. As you draw near to him with
confession and repentance; he will draw near to you with
mercy and forgiveness."

-Id., p. 60.

The one way into the kingdom

"If any who read these pages have reason to fear that this
mighty birth of the soul, has never taken place change, this
new creation, this in them, God of his infinite mercy grant
that they may lay to heart the words of our Lord, to
Nicodemus, from which all who touch this subject must feel
its exceeding moment, 'Except a man be born again, he
cannot see, he cannot enter, the kingdom of God.' Men may
enter the visible church by baptism; they may enter the
societies and the assemblies of the people of God; they may
enter the circle of those who gather round the table of their
Lord. But unless they are born again, they cannot enter the
kingdom of God."

LESSON FORTY-FIVE Justification by Faith

1. The question which was asked by Job is a universal
one. Job 9:2; Acts 16:30.

2. In himself man is unrighteous, helpless, and hopeless.
Romans 3:10-18; Titus 3:3-5; Romans 7:18; Ephesians 2:11,
12.

3. We cannot make ourselves righteous, but we are
accepted or accounted as righteous in God's sight if we



become united to Christ by faith. Galatians 2:16; Isaiah
45:25; Genesis 15:4-6; Romans 4:3, 9; Philippians 3:4-9;
Romans 9:30-33; 4:20-25; 2 Corinthians 5:21.

4. There are four aspects of justification:

a. Justification by grace-the source. Romans 3:24; Titus
3:7.

b. Justification by blood-the means. Romans 5:9; 3:25.

c. Justification by faith-the method of receiving. Romans
5:1.

d. Justification by, works-the evidence. James 2:20-24.

(Either aspect involves the other three, and all four are

present in every experience of justification.)
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5. We receive the gift of the righteousness of Christ by
receiving him. Romans 5:17; Jeremiah 23:5, 6; 1 Corinthians
1:30.

6. The acceptance of the gift of righteousness by faith
includes the forgiveness of our sins. Romans 4:6-8; 3:25.

NOTES
The work of God

"Justification by faith is the work of God in laying the glory
of man in the dust and doing for him a work which he cannot
do for himself."

What justification means

"Justification is no Savior, nor is faith. Justification by faith
what is it? It is the acceptance of the guilty by reason of a
trusted Christ"

Justification, in the evangelical sense, is but another name
for judgment prejudged and condemnation ended."

Our only hope



"So we have nothing in ourselves of which to boast. We
have no ground for self-exaltation. Our only ground of hope
is in the righteousness of Christ imputed to us, and in that
wrought by his Spirit working in and through us."-"Steps to
Christ," p. 68.

A free gift

The thought that the righteousness of Christ is imputed to
us, not because of any merit on our part, but as a free gift
from God, is a precious thought. The enemy of God and man
is not willing that this truth should be clearly presented; for
he knows that if the people receive it fully, his, power will be
broken. If he can control minds so that doubt and unbelief
and darkness shall compose the experience of those who
claim to be the children of God, he can overcome them with
temptation. That simple faith which takes, God at his word
should be encouraged."-"Gospel Workers," p. 161.

All of faith

Faith saves from first to last. The present righteousness
and future glory of the sons of God alike have their source in
faith. The act of reliance by which the initial justification of
the sinner was attained, now becomes the habit of the soul,
the channel by which its life is fed, rooting itself ever more
deeply into Christ and absorbing more completely the virtue
of his death and heavenly life."

All of grace

"Grace, like Christ, insists on being all in all. If salvation is
by grace, it is no longer of works; and 'if of works, it is no

more grace.'
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Romans 11:6. These two methods of justification imply
different moral tempers, an opposite set and direction of the
current of life."



Proof of God's righteousness

"In Romans 3:25, 26, while, expounding 'the redemption
which is in Christ Jesus,' Paul asserted that the aim of the
propitiation in his blood was to give proof of God's
righteousness, a proof rendered needful by his forbearing
oversight of sins committed in days gone by, and that its
ultimate aim was that God may be 'himself righteous and a
justifier of him who has faith in Jesus.' This aim implies that
apart from the propitiation in the blood of Christ and the
proof thus afforded of the righteousness 'of God, God could
not have been at the same time himself righteous and also a
justifier of those that believe."

A great problem

"The word 'justification' does not of itself imply that the
justified person is a sinner. To see this as plainly as possible,
recollect that God himself is said to be justified, in Psalm
51:4, and Christ himself, in 1 Timothy 3:16. In a human court
of law, it is a supreme duty of the judge to 'justify the
righteous' (Deuteronomy 25:1), and the righteous only. In all
such cases justification bears its perfectly proper meaning,
unperplexed, crossed by no mystery or problem. But then,
the moment we come to the concrete, practical question,
How shall we be justified, and before God? or, to bring it
closer home, How shall the sinner, be welcomed by my
offended Lord as if | were satisfactory? then the thought of
justification presents itself to us in a new and most solemn
aspect. The word keeps its meaning unshaken. But how
about its application? Here am I, guilty. To be justified is to
be pronounced not guilty, to be vindicated and accepted by
Lawgiver and law. Is it possible? Is it not impossible!
Justification by faith, in the actual case of our salvation, is
thus a 'short phrase.' It means, in full, the acceptance of
guilty sinners, before God, by faith. Great is the problem so



indicated. And great is the wonder and the glory of the
solution given us by the grace of God."

"The problem raised, then, in religion, by the word
'justification,' is, How shall man be just before God? How
shall we be accounted righteous before God? In other
words, How shall we, having sinned, having broken the holy
law, having violated the will of God, be treated, as to our
acceptance before him, as to our 'peace with him' (Romans
5:1), as if we had not done so? Its question is not, directly,
How shall | a sinner become holy, but, How shall | a sinner
be received by my God, whom | have grieved, as if | had not
grieved him?"

Deliverance from the guilt of sin

"The word 'justification,' alike in religious and in common
parlance, is a word connected with law. It has to do with
acquittal, vindication, acceptance before a judgment seat. To
use a technical term, it is a forensic word, a word of the law

courts in old Rome stood
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in the forum). In regard of 'us men and our salvation' it
stands related not so much not so directly, to our need of
spiritual revolution, amendment, purification, holiness, as to
our need of getting, somehow in spite of our guilt, our
liability, our debt, our deserved condemnation-a sentence of
acquittal, a sentence of acceptance, at the judgment seat of
a holy God. Not that it has nothing to do with our inward
spiritual purification. It has intense and vital relations that
way. But they are not direct relations. The direct concern of
justification is with man's need of a divine deliverance, not
from the power of his sin, but from its guilt."

The atonement and righteousness by faith

"Christ's atonement is the way which grace has taken to
bring in the righteousness of faith. In particular, we are made



righteous (in this sense) through Christ, in a manner
corresponding to that in which he was made sin for us. 2
Corinthians 5:21. Hence the blood, the sacrifice, the
obedience of Christ, are referred to on all occasions, in
connection with the righteousness of faith, as explicative
causes to which this is to be traced. The relation is first of all
a relation completely grounded and made good in Christ;
and then we are participant in it with him, in virtue of our faith
in him.

"Clearly the apostle thinks of this righteousness of faith as
something very wonderful. It is for him fundamental. It is the
first article in which he celebrates the worth of the knowledge
of Christ; no doubt, because he felt it transforming his whole
moral and spiritual experience; and, in particular, because it
contrasted so vividly with the nugatory righteousness of
earlier days.

"In earlier days Paul sought righteousness-an approved
and accepted standing with God-by the works of the law.
That project failed when the great discovery on the road to
Damascus showed him to himself as all astray; in particular,
when the law itself, coming home to him in the fullness of its
meaning, both revealed to him the beggarliness of his own
performance, and at the same time stung into appalling
activity ungodly elements within him. Then he saw before
him the law rising from its deep foundations in eternal
strength and majesty, imperative, unalterable, inexorable;
and over against it his own works lay withered and unclean."

But another vision came. He saw the Son of God in his
life, death, and resurrection. Mere love and pity wore the
inspiration of his coming: obedience and sacrifice were the
form of it. So in that great vision one element or aspect that
rose into view was righteousness-righteousness grounded
as deep as the law itself, as magnificent 'in its great
proportion’, as little subject to change or decay, radiant with
surpassing glory. As he saw, and bowed, and trusted, he
became conscious of a new access and nearness to God



himself; he passed into the fellowship of God's dear Son; he
found acceptance in the Beloved. Here was the answer to
that woeful problem of the law: righteousness in Christ for a
world of sinners, coming to them as a free gift to faith."

The truth of the Reformation

"Justification by faith; the phrase is weighty alike With
Scripture and with history. In Holy Scripture it in the main
theme of two great dogmatic epistles, Romans and
Galatians. In Christian history it was the potent watchword of
the Reformation movement in, its aspect an it vast spiritual
upheaval of the church. It is not by any means the only great
truth considered in the two epistles; we should woefully
misread them if we allowed their message about justification
by faith to obscure their message about the Holy Ghost, and
the strong relation between the two messages. It was not the
only great truth which moved and animated the spiritual
leaders of the Reformation. Nevertheless, such is the depth
and dignity of this truth, and so central in some respects is
its reference to other truths of our salvation, that we may
fairly say that it was the message of St. Paul, and the truth
that lay at the heart of the distinctive messages of the non-
Pauline epistles too, and that it was the truth of the great
Reformation of the Western church."”

LESSON FORTY-SIX The Victorious Life

1. Christ was victorious over every temptation, and
committed no sin. Matthew 4:10, 11; Luke 4:13, 14; 22:28;
John 14:30; Hebrews 2:18; 4:15; 1 Peter 2:22; John 8:46;
Isaiah 53:9.

2. Christ voluntarily made himself entirely dependent upon
his Father, and did not avail himself of his divine power to
save himself from committing sin. Psalm 22:9-11; Philippians
2:7; John 5:19, 30; 8:28; Hebrews 2:13, first clause.



3. Christ depended, as a man upon the life of another, that
of his Father, to work the works of righteousness in him.
John 14:10, 11.

4. Christ in his earthly experience was an example for
us.-1 Peter 2:21; Matthew 16:24; 1 John 2:6.

5. It is our privilege to live the same victorious life which
he lived. Matthew 5:48; 1 Corinthians 10:13, ARV; James
1:12; 1 Peter 1:15, 16; 1 John 3:9.

6. As Christ made himself dependent upon the Father, so
we are entirely dependent upon Christ. John 15:5; 2
Corinthians 4:7.

121

7. As Christ depended upon the life of another, that of his
'Father, to work the right works in him, so we must depend
upon the life of another, that of Christ, to work the right works
in us, it being God who works in and through Christ. 2
Corinthians 4:10, 11; Galatians 2:20; Hebrews 13:20, 21;
Philippians 2:12, 13; 4:13; Colossians 1:29; Ephesians 1:19,
20; 3:20; Romans 8:10; 1 Corinthians 12:6, 11; 2 Corinthians
12:9.

8. The victorious life of Christ appropriated by faith is
revealed in us as our victory. John 16:33; 2 Corinthians 2:14;
Romans 8:3, 4, 37; 1 Corinthians 15:57; 1 John 4:4; 5:4.

9. He who receives and reveals the victorious life of Christ
will have no ground for boasting. 1 Corinthians 4:4; 2
Corinthians 1:12; Philippians 3:13, 14; Psalm 34:2; 92:15.

NOTES
Salvation by grace applied

"The victorious life is nothing other than salvation by free
grace, in present action, applied to each temptation and
problem."

Our motto



"Our victory motto must be the motto that Jesus lived by: |
will put my trust in him."

A life of victory

"The victorious life is not a life free from temptation, but a
life of victory over temptation."

The contrast

"What is that spirit of the evil one! It is written large in the
two words that stand out in that Isaiah passage: 'l will." Set
these words against those other words: Not my will, but
yours,"

Victory's secret

"Victory's final secret is to believe that Christ is doing his
part, that his grace is sufficient, that we are free from the law
of sin, that we are under grace and not under law, and that
therefore sin is not having dominion over us, that he is
meeting all our needs, but we are walking in the Spirit."

Jesus had no advantage over us

"Jesus lived the victorious life, not because he was God,
but because he was perfect man; he lived as God planned
that man should live. In a very true sense our Lord took to
himself no more advantage in the matter of winning victory
over temptations than have we, his brethren."

Christ our victory

"This is the victory which overcomes the world, even our
Christ made present with all his glorious power by faith, so
that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, whom shall |
fear."



The time to fear

"To fear is to have more faith in your antagonist than in
Christ. When you have found one greater than Christ, then
you may fear."

The purpose of Christ's work

"The highest purpose of Christ's work, for which he both
'died and rose and revived,' is to change us into the likeness
of his own beauty of perfect purity. That risen life is no mere
exaggeration of mystical rhetoric, but an imperative demand
of the highest morality, and the plain issue of it is: Let not sin
therefore reign in your mortal body."

"It is not more true that Christ died to save us than that he
died to procure for us the means of living a divine life upon
the earth a life of wonderful communion with God and with
Christ, in which an Christian experiences should undergo a
transfiguration, and Christian peace, joy, faith, become a
thousand times the things they are in an ordinary Christian
life."

Kept through faith

"This same resurrection power is that which gives life to
the soul dead in trespasses and sins.' Ephesians 2:1. That
spirit of life in Christ Jesus, 'the power of his resurrection,’
sets men 'free from the law of sin and death." Philippians
3:10; Romans 8:2. The dominion of evil is broken, and
through faith the soul is kept from sin. He who opens his
heart to the Spirit of Christ becomes a partaker of that
mighty power which shall bring forth his body from the
grave."-"The Desire of Ages," pp. 209, 210.

God's ideal

"God's ideal for his children is higher than the highest
human thought can reach. 'Be you therefore perfect, even as



your Father which is in heaven is perfect.' This command is
a promise. The plan of redemption contemplates our
complete recovery from the power of Satan. Christ always
separates the contrite soul from sin. He came to destroy the
works of the devil, and he has made provision that the Holy
Spirit shall be imparted to every repentant soul, to keep him
from sinning."-Id., p. 311.

Wholly under grace

"The reason for this life of defeat is that Christians mingle
law and grace, and this makes complete victory an
impossibility. When we are in defeat, it is because we are
under the old covenant which can make nothing perfect. It
may be that we are clear intellectually on the distinction
between law and grace, but it is the mingling of them in daily
experience that, results in defeat before sin. The secret of

victory, then,
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is to get entirely from under the law and get wholly under
grace for the needs of the present moment."

A greater heresy

"If we regard the doctrine of sinless perfection as a
heresy, we regard contentment with sinful imperfection as a
greater heresy. And we gravely fear that many Christians
make the apostle's words, 'lIf we say we have no sin, we
deceive ourselves,' the unconscious justification f or a low
standard of Christian living. It were almost better f or one to
overstate the possibilities of sanctification in his eager grasp
after holiness, than to understate them in his complacent
satisfaction with a traditional unholiness. Certainly it is not an
edifying spectacle to see a Christian worldling throwing
stones at a Christian perfectionist."

The prevailing life



"If through the communication of the Holy Spirit the life of
Christ is constantly imparted to us, that life will prevail within
us. That life is absolutely sinless, as incapable of defilement
as the sunbeam which has its fount and origin in the sun. In
proportion to the closeness of our abiding in him will be the
completeness of our deliverance from sinning. And we doubt
not that there are Christians who have yielded themselves to
God in such absolute surrender, and who through the
upholding power of the Spirit have been so kept in that
condition of surrender, that sin has not had dominion over
them."

Perfection through faith

"Christ is the ladder that Jacob saw, the base resting on
the earth, and the topmost round reaching to the gate of
heaven, to the very threshold of glory. If that ladder had f
ailed by a single step of reaching the earth, we should have
been lost. But Christ reaches us where we are. He, took our
nature and overcame, that we through taking his nature
might overcome. Made 'in the likeness of sinful
flesh' (Romans 8:3), he lived a sinless life. Now by his
divinity he lays hold upon the throne of heaven, while by his
humanity he reaches us. He bids us by faith in him attain to
the glory of the character of God. Therefore are we to be
perfect, even as our 'Father which is in heaven is
perfect."-"The Desire of Ages," pp. 311, 312.

A new life needed

"It is impossible for us, of ourselves, to escape from the pit
of sin in which we are sunken. Our hearts are evil, and we
cannot change them. 'Who can bring a clean thing out of an
unclean? Not one.' 'The carnal mind is enmity against God:
for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be.'
Job 14:4; Romans 8:7. Education, culture, the exercise of
the will, human effort, all have their proper sphere, but there



they are powerless. They may produce an outward
correctness of behavior, but they cannot change the heart;
they cannot purify the springs of life. There must be a power
working from within, a new life from above, before men can
be changed from sin to holiness. That power is
Christ."-"Steps to Christ," p. 20.

Defeat or victory

"There is ever before the Christian the possibility of tailing.
There is no state of grace from which he may not, before
some temptation, step into awful sin! But God's word, which.
cannot be broken, stands pledged to us that in every
temptation there is 'the way of escape.' And our Lord Jesus
is 'the way.' Victory over temptation was won by Christ.
Satan is an already defeated foe. Defeat in temptation came
to Adam. It is for every man, and every Christian, to decide
whether he will share the first Adam's defeat or the last
Adam'’s victory."

The whole Christ

"These four facts-the dwelling with the Father; the
voluntary coming to earth; the voluntary leaving earth; and,
again, the dwelling with the Father-are the walls of the strong
fortress into which we may flee and be sale. With them it
stands four square to every wind that blows. Strike away one
of them and it totters into ruin. Make the whole Christ your
Christ; for nothing less than the whole Christ, is conceived of
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, crucified, dead, and
buried, ascended into heaven, and sitting at the right hand of
God, is strong enough to help your infirmities, vast enough to
satisfy your desires, loving enough to love you as you need,
for able to deliver you from your sins and to lift you to the
glories of his own throne."



Seek the indwelling Spirit

"The one purpose for which there has been a Christ in the
world, for which there is now a Holy Spirit, was that sin may
be conquered and made an end of. This is the great object
for which the baptism of the Spirit and of fire was given, that
in and through believers he might convince of sin, and
deliver from it. Put yourself into contact with the world's sin.
Meet it in the love and faith of Jesus Christ, as the servant
and helper of the needy and the wretched. Give yourself to
prove the reality of your faith in Christ by your likeness to
him: so will the Spirit convince the world of its unbelief. Seek
the full experience of the indwelling Spirit, not for your own
selfish enjoyment, but for this one end, that he can do the
Father's work through you as he did through Christ. Live, in
unity of love with other believers to work and pray that men
may be saved out of sin: 'then will the world believe that God
hath sent him." It is the life of believers in self sacrificing love
that will prove to the world that Christ is a reality, and so
convince it of its own of unbelief."

Christ's resurrection the pledge of victory

"The resurrection of Christ marked the acceptance of his
work by the Father, and revealed the triumph in which that
work ended. Death and all the power of the enemy were
overcome, and victory wag attained. For one thing, the
resurrection of Christ made sure the righteousness of faith.

He rose again for our justification. So every passage of the
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apostle's life which proved that his confidence in that
respect was not vain, that God in Christ was truly his God,
was an experience of the power of Christ's resurrection. But
the resurrection of Christ was also his emergence-his due
emergence-into the power and blessedness of victorious life.
In the person of Christ, life in God, and unto God, had
descended into the hard conditions set for him who would



associate a world of sinners to himself. In the resurrection
the triumph of that enterprise came to light. Now, done with
sin and free from death, and asserting his superiority to all
humiliation and all conflict, he rose in the fullness of a power
which he was entitled also to communicate. He rose, with full
right and power to save. And so his resurrection denotes
Christ as able to inspire life, and to make it victorious in his
members."

My all in all

"Holy Jesus, fount of light!

As crystal clear, forever bright,

Thou stream overflowing, pure and free;
The brightness of the cherubim,

The glow of burning seraphim,

Are darkness when compared with thee.
Be thou my pattern bright,

My study and delight,

My all in all.

Oh, teach thou me, that | may be

All pure and holy, like to thee."

Section XII-THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST

LESSON FORTY-SEVEN The Consummation of the Gospel

1. The full purpose of the gospel is to undo the ruin which
sin has caused, to restore the image of God in man, to bring
man into personal fellowship with God in his immediate
presence, and to restore the earth from the effects of the
curse. 1 John 3:8; Romans 8:3; 1 Corinthians 15:49;
Romans 8:29; John 14:3; Revelation 22:4; Genesis 3:17, 18;
Mark 15:17; Revelation 22:3.

2. All this is not accomplished merely through a gradual
process of developing the good, but culminates in a marked
crisis. Romans 7:18; Job 14:4; 2 Corinthians 5:17, ARV,
margin; Daniel 2:34, 35; Isaiah 65:17; Romans 8:21, 22; 1
Corinthians 15:51, 52; 1 John 3:2; 2 Peter 3:11-13.



3. Not death, but the second coming of Christ in glory
introduces the saved to the immediate presence of Christ
and of God. Isaiah 38:9, 10; John 5:28, 29; 1 Thessalonians
4:15-17.

4. It is at the second personal advent that the saints are
gathered to enjoy the fullness of the blessings provided for
them through the gospel. Matthew 24:30, 31; 25:31-34.

NOTES
The completion of redemption

"Redemption is not complete until the second coming of
the Lord."

"One of the most solemn and yet most glorious truths
revealed in the Bible is that of Christ's second coming, to
complete the great work of redemption. To God's pilgrim
people, so long left to sojourn in 'the region and shadow of
death,' a precious, joy-inspiring hope is given in the promise
of his appearing, who is 'the resurrection and the life," to
'bring home again his banished.' The doctrine of the Second
Advent is the very keynote of the Sacred Scriptures. From
the day when the first pair turned their sorrowing steps from
Eden, the child n of faith have waited the coming of the
Promised One to break the destroyer's power and bring
them again to the lost Paradise."-"The Great Controversy,"
p. 299.

Essential to salvation

"The doctrine of Christ's second coming is not a teaching
apart from the atonement, but is necessary to the
atonement. That is, God's plan of redemption for us cannot
be completed apart from the coming of Christ and the events
connected with that coming. His coming, therefore, is
essential to salvation. Not that the understanding of the
doctrine is essential to individual salvation. A sinner needs to



know very little Scripture in order to be saved; when the
Spirit has convicted him of sin, a single sentence of glad
tidings will save him. But it requires the whole redemptive
purposes of God to make that salvation possible. And those
redemptive purposes include the appearing a second time of
the God-man, our Lord Jesus Christ. The importance of our
Lord's second coming, then, is exactly parallel with the
importance of his first coming and of his present ministry for
the believer."

A connected series

"As surely as the incarnation led to the cross, and the
cross to the empty grave, and the empty grave to the throne,
so surely does the throne lead to the coming again in glory."

One completed movement

"The facts of Christ's life are inseparable. The Second
Advent belongs to the first as the necessary and
complementing part of the same divine movement. His
coming again 'in glorious majesty to judge both the quick and
the dead' is made to be the last sense and meaning of his
original coming in the flesh. The incarnate, crucified, risen,
glorified Redeemer is one with him who at last 'cometh with
clouds, every eye seeing him, and they who pierced him."

The coronation day of the Christian

"That the real coronation day of the Christian is not at
death but at 'the appearing of Christ,) was strikingly
suggested by Paul when, realizing that he was, to die before
the Lord returned, he gave to Timothy his triumphant
farewell: 'l have fought the good fight, | have finished the
course, | have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord the righteous
Judge shall give to me at that day: and not to me only, but



also to all them that have loved his appearing.' 2 Timothy
4:7, 8. So Peter encourages pastors to be faithful, by the
familiar promise: 'And when the Chief Shepherd shall be
manifested, you shall receive the crown of glory that fades
not away.' 1 Peter 5:1-4."

Nothing can take its place

"The amelioration of the world and remedy of its ills by
works of faith and love, is Christ like work. The world cannot
want it; the fruit of it will not be withheld; and the hopeful
ardor with which it is pursued is Christ's gift to his people.
For Christ himself healed and fed the multitudes. Yet all this

shall not replace the coming of Christ,
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and the redemption that draws nigh with him. The longing
eyes that gaze into the prospects of public-spirited
beneficence and Christian philanthropy, do well; but they
must also look higher up and further on."

The best of all promises

"No conversation is complete, no spiritual blessing is of
the highest order, unless it leads to this, that we learn to wait
for the return of our Lord. We must not think to find our
portion, even our full spiritual portion, in this world. The best
of all promises is the promise, 'Surely | come quickly." The
church's brightest prospect is the return of her Lord, when
the church militant will give place to the church triumphant,
the spiritual kingdom to the visible and personal reign of
Christ. Our faith must be sadly defective if we cast no
longing glances upward, if we are never looking forward to
our Lord's return."

Looking to the coming of the Lord

"The Christian spirit is giving way in that man who, in
whatever posture of his worldly affairs, does not feel that the



present is a state entangled with evil, including much
darkness and much estrangement from the soul's true rest.
He ought to be minded so as to own the hope of being saved
out of it, looking and hastening to the coming of the Lord. If
we lived out this conviction with some consistency, we
should not go far wrong in our dealings with this present
world. But probably there is no feature in which the average
Christianity of today varies more from that of the early
Christians, than in the faint impressions, and the faint
influence, experienced by most modern Christians in
connection with the expectation of the Lord's return."

Read the "Source Book," page 6, "Crowning Event of
Redemption.”

LESSON FORTY-EIGHT The Hope of the Church

1. The church has always been taught to look forward to
the coming of the Lord. Acts 3:21; Titus 2:11-13; Hebrews
9:28; 1 Thessalonians 1:9, 10; Philippians 3:20.

2. Complete salvation or redemption will be revealed at
the coming of the Lord. Romans 13:11; 1 Peter 1:3-5; Luke
21:27, 28.

3. Christ in us is now the hope of glory, and that glory will
be fully realized at the Second Advent of Christ. Colossians
1:27; 1 Peter 5:4; 2 Timothy 4.7, 8.
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4. The duty of the watching and waiting church is to
proclaim the gospel of the coming King. Matthew 28:18-20;
24:14; Revelation 14:6-14.

NOTES
The polestar of the church

"The hope of the church, then, is the personal return of
her Lord. As Dr. David Brown stated it in his book on the
Second Advent sixty years ago, 'the Redeemer's second
appearing is the very polestar of the church.”



The next great event

"The next great event in God's program for the redemption
of the world is the coming again to the earth of the Lord
Jesus Christ. The last chapter of the Old Testament points
forward to his second coming. The last recorded words of
the Lord Jesus are his words of promise, 'Surely, | come
quickly," in the last chapter of the New Testament. The last
recorded prayer of God's people in the Word is the answer of
their heart to this promise, 'Even so, come, Lord Jesus."

Read the "Source Book," page 8, "The Hope of the
Church."

A personal coming

"The Bible describes the second coming of Christ as
personal, glorious, imminent. By 'personal’ is meant all that
may be suggested by the words 'visible," 'bodily,' 'local;' and
all that may be contrasted with that which is spiritual,
providential, figurative."

"The blessed hope."

"The coming of the Lord has been in all ages the hope of
his true followers. The Savior's parting promise upon Olivet,
that lie would come again, lighted up the future for his
disciples, filling their hearts with joy and hope that sorrow
could not quench nor trials dim. Amid suffering and
persecution, 'the appearing of the great God and our Savior
Jesus Christ' was the 'blessed hope." When the
Thessalonian Christians wore filled with grief as they buried
their loved ones, who had hoped to live to witness the
coming of the Lord, Paul, their teacher, pointed them to the
resurrection, to take place at the Savior's advent. 'Then the
dead in Christ should rise, and together with the living be
caught up to meet the Lord in the air. And so, he said, shall



we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another
with these words.' On the rocky Patmos the beloved disciple
hears the promise, 'Surely | come quickly,' and his longing
response voices the prayer of the church in all her
pilgrimage, 'Even so, come, Lord Jesus."-"The Great
Controversy," p. 302.

The church waits for him

"The door of the unseen world closed behind Christ as he
ascended from Olivet, but not forever. It will open again; and

this same Jesus
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shall so come in like manner as the apostles beheld him
go. He has gone to prepare a place f or those who love him
and keep his word; but 'if | go,' he says, 'and prepare a place
for you, | will come again, and take you to myself; that where
| am, there you may be also.' That is the final hope of the
Christian faith. It is for the fulfillment of this promise that the
church waits. The second coming of Christ and his
resurrection stand and fall together; and it will not long be
possible for those who look askance at his return to receive
in all its fullness the revelation of life which he made when
he rose again from the dead."

"The expectation of the coming of Christ out of the world
of supreme truth and purity, where God is known and served
aright', to fulfill all his promises, this is the church's and the
believer's great hope. It is set before us in the New
Testament as a motive to every duty, as giving weight to
every warning, as determining the attitude and character of
all Christian life. In particular, we cannot deal aright with any
of the earthly things committed to us, unless we deal with
them in the light of Christ's expected coming. This
expectation is to enter into the heart of every believer, and
no one is warranted to overlook or make light of it. His
coming, his appearing, the revelation of him, the revelation
of his glory, the coming of his day, and so forth, are pressed



on us continually. In a true waiting for the day of Christ, is
gathered up the right regard to what he did and bore when
he came first, and also a right regard to him as he is now the
pledge and the sustainer of our soul's life: the one and the
other are to pass onward to the hope of his appearing.”

The Second Advent and modern thought

"The hope of the second coming of our Lord has an
important bearing upon Christian life and doctrine. It has a
vital relation especially to some points of our faith which are
being attacked or obscured by the subtle tendencies of
modern thought.

"1. It is bound up with belief in the supreme and infallible
authority of the Holy Scriptures.”

"2. It bears testimony to the presence of God in human
history."

"3. It exalts the divine person and work of the incarnate
Son of God."

"4. |t takes due account of the fall of the human race."

"5. It presents a sublime view of God's great purpose in
his creation."

"6. It provides the most inspiring motive for Christian life
and service. The great leaders who have left their impress
on the history of the church did not discard this doctrine, but
made it a real hope in their own lives. Martin Luther, in. the
midst of the throes of the Reformation, wrote, 'l ardently
hope that, amidst these internal dissensions on the earth,

Jesus Christ will hasten the day of his coming.’
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"The acute and learned Calvin saw that this was the
church's true hope. 'We must hunger after Christ,' he said,
'till the dawning of that great day when our Lord will fully
manifest the glory of his kingdom. The whole family of the
faithful will keep in view that day.' The intrepid soul of John
Knox was nerved by this hope. In a letter to his friends in
England he wrote: 'Has not the Lord Jesus, in despite of



Satan's malice, carried up our flesh into heaven? And shall
he not return? We know that he shall return, and that with
expedition." John Wesley believed this same truth, as is
shown by his comment on the closing verses of Revelation:
"The spirit of adoption in the bride in the heart of every true
believer says, with earnest desire and expectation, Come
and accomplish all the words of this. prophecy.' It formed the
burden of Milton's sublime supplication: 'Come forth out of
thy royal chambers, O Prince of all the kings of the earth; put
on the visible robes of thy imperial majesty; take up that
unlimited scepter which thy' Almighty Father hath
bequeathed thee. For now the voice of thy bride calls thee,
and all creatures sigh to be renewed.' It was the ardent
longing of the seraphic Rutherford: 'Oh, that Christ would
remove the covering, draw aside the curtains of time, and
come down. Oh, that the shadows and the night were gone.'
It was the prayer of Richard Baxter in the 'Saints' Everlasting
Rest: 'Hasten, O my Savior, the time of thy return. Send forth
your angels and let that dreadful, joyful trumpet sound. Thy
desolate bride said come. The whole creation said come.
Even so, come, Lord Jesus.' And if we would follow in the
steps of these men, we will return to the simple,
unmistakable New Testament type of experience, and, with
faces uplifted towards the veil, within which the Lord of Glory
waits, and with hearts all aglow with a personal love for him,
we will carry on through all our life and service the same
apostolic prayer."

A test of our personal relation to Christ

"The hope of the Lord's personal return enables us to
realize Jesus as the living One, the same yesterday, today
and forever. We remember his past-this is the object of faith;
we have communion with him now in love, and we look
forward to hi elf coming to us this is our hope. God is the
God who was, and is, and is to come; hence the Scripture



must needs be prophetic; communion with the living God
must include the expectation of the future kingdom. Our
personal relation to Christ is tested by our attitude to his
promised second coming. If we trust in him, we know that
when he comes again without sin, it is to receive us unto
Himself. It we love him, and our life is hid with him in God,
we know that when he shall appear, we also shall appear
with him in glory. If we are faithful and loyal, suffering for his
sake, and patiently fulfilling the work assigned to us, we
know that at his coming he will give us the crown, and
associate us with himself in his kingdom. The hope of the
return of the Lord Jesus illumines and quickens every
Christian grace and energy. It gives the right direction and
aim; it supplies the true motive and strength."

The great apostasy

"In the first four centuries the doctrine of Christ's return to
establish the kingdom was held almost unanimously by
believers. In the apostolic churches the hope of Christ's
coming was the joy and strength of Christians. They realized
that they belonged not to this world or age; they waited for
their absent Lord; and the martyrs were able to suffer and
die with joy unspeakable and full of glory, because they held
fast the promise given to all that overcome, and they looked
forward to the glory of Christ in his kingdom. Primitive
Christians were unworldly, because they were other worldly,
citizens of the age to come.

"As the church gained a position of worldly ease and
power, she forgot that during this dispensation, the times of
the Gentiles, Christians are to be a little flock, whose only
mission is to testify, to suffer, and to wait, whose only
weapons are those of the Spirit, whose only protection is the
promise of Christ, and whose only glory the hidden glory of
the indwelling Savior. As the pagan element entered the
church, the Jewish Scriptural element disappeared. Instead



of hoping for the coming of Christ, the church rejoiced in her
outward power, and the recognition and help of the world.
Romanism is a false and carnal anticipation of the
millennium. The true church is a widow, poor and helpless,
trusting in her Lord, and waiting for his return; the false
church is a queen, and no widow at all, giving thanks for her
prosperous condition, and boasting of her power and
splendor. The true church calls herself an election, a witness
for God, separated from the world, shining as a light in
darkness; the false church boasts of her
comprehensiveness, her large numbers, her increasing
popularity, embracing all nations and all civilization. The
doctrine of the second coming of Christ and his kingdom
could never be held in a church which is in its inmost
essence a false anticipation of the millennial kingdom-a
confusion of church and kingdom. The rights which Rome as
a harlot usurped shall then be exercised in holiness by the
bride of the Lamb."

Coming!

"Thou art coming, O my Savior,
Thou art coming, O my King,

In thy beauty all resplendent;

In thy glory all transcendent;
Well may we rejoice and sing:
Coming! In the opening East
Herald brightness slowly swells;
Coming! O my glorious Priest,
Hear we not thy golden bells?"

LESSON FORTY-NINE Prophecies and Promises

1. Christ in the prophets of old testified concerning his
coming. 1 Peter 1:10, 11; Psalm 50:24; Isaiah 9:7; 32:1;
40:10; Ezekiel 21:26, 27; Daniel 12:1, 2.

2. Christ in the flesh testified concerning his coming.
Matthew 16:27; 24:27, 30, 37; Mark 8:38; John 14:3.



3. At the time of his ascension a promise of his return was
definitely made to his disciples. Acts 1:9-11.

4. After Christ's ascension to heaven the Holy Spirit
inspired various additional testimonies concerning his return.
Acts 3:21; 1 Corinthians 1:7; 15:22:23; Galatians 3:19;
Colossians 3:4; Philippians 3:20; 1 Thessalonians 4:15, 16;
2:19; 2 Thessalonians 2:8, 9; 2 Timothy 4:8; Hebrews 10:36,
37; James 5:7, 8; 2 Peter 3:3, 4, 10; Revelation 1:7; 3:11;
22:7,12, 20.

5. There are several lines of prophecy which lead up to
the Second Advent. Let each student submit a list of such as
he is able to find.

NOTES
The prominence of the teaching

"Few, perhaps, realize the remarkable prominence given
to this truth throughout Holy Scripture. In the 260 chapters of
the New Testament there are 318 references to the second
coming of Christ."

Unfair to banish it

"If the Lord committed to his disciples the promise of his
personal return, and if it occupied so large a place in the
lives of the early Christians, surely it is unfair to banish it
from the church today. It is unfair to the world, for this truth is
part of the gospel which should be delivered to the world. It
is unfair to the church, for it deprives the people of Christ of
one of the most powerful motives for spiritual life and
service. It is unfair to Christ himself, for it obscures the reality
of his personal presence within the heavenly veil, and
substitutes for it the thin air of a mere spiritual influence."

A little longer



"Christ is coming with clouds and with great glory. A
multitude of shining angels will attend him. He will come to
raise the dead, and to change the living saints from glory to
glory. He will come to honor those who have loved him, and
kept his commandments, and to take them to himself. He

has not forgotten them nor his promise. There
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will be a re-linking of the family chain. When we look upon
our dead, we may think of the morning when the trump of
God shall sound, when 'the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed,' A little longer, and
we shall see the King in his beauty. A little longer, and he will
wipe all tears from our eyes. A little longer, and he will
present us 'faultless before the presence of his glory with
exceeding joy."! Wherefore, when he gave the signs of his
coming, he said,

When these things begin to come to pass, then look up,
and lift up your heads; for your redemption draws nigh.' But
the day and the hour of his coming, Christ has not revealed.
He stated plainly to his disciples that he himself could not
make known the day or the hour of his second appearing.
Had he been at liberty to reveal this, why need he have
exhorted them to maintain an attitude of constant
expectancy? There are those who claim to know the very
day and hour of our Lord's appearing. Very earnest are they
in mapping out the future. But the Lord has warned them off
the ground they occupy. The exact time of the second
coming of the Son of man is God's mystery."-"The Desire of
Ages," pp. 753, 754.

Waiting and watching

"Christians are further described as 'those that wait for
him,’ and as 'those that love his appearing." They are
everywhere in the New Testament exhorted to 'watch,' and to
be ready for the return of their Lord. His coming is their
constant encouragement and inspiration and hope."



Marvelous and startling

"More marvelous than the scenes at Pentecost, more
startling than the fall of Jerusalem, more blessed than the
indwelling of the Spirit or the departure to be with the Lord,
will be the literal, visible, bodily return of Christ. No event
may seem less probable to unaided human reason; no event
is more certain in the light of inspired Scripture. 'This same
Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven shall so come
in like manner as you have seen him go into heaven.'
Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see
him."

A deception

"The teaching so widely echoed from popular pulpits, that,
the Second Advent of Christ is his coming to each individual
at death, is a device to divert the minds of men from his
personal coming in the clouds, of heaven. For years Satan
has thus been saying, 'Behold, he is in the secret chambers;'
and many souls have been lost by accepting this

deception."-"The Great Controversy," p. 525.
Watching and working

"The expectation of Christ's coming is to make men fear
the Lord, and fear his judgments upon transgression. It is to
awaken them to the great sin of rejecting his offers of mercy.

Those who are
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watching for the Lord, are purifying their souls by
obedience to the truth. With vigilant watching they combine
earnest working. Because they know that the Lord is at the
door, their zeal is quickened to cooperate with the divine
intelligences in working for the salvation of souls. These are
the faithful and wise servants who give to the Lord's
household 'their portion of meat in due season.' They are



declaring the truth that is now specially applicable. As
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, and Moses, each declared the truth
for his time, so will Christ's servants now give the special
warning for their generation."-"The Desire of Ages," pp. 757.

No counterfeit possible

"Satan is not permitted to counterfeit the manner of
Christ's advent. The Savior has warned his people against
deception upon this point, and has clearly foretold the
manner of his second coming. 'There shall arise false
Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great signs and
wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall
deceive the very elect. Wherefore if they shall say unto you,
Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in the
secret chambers; believe it not. For as the lightning cometh
out of the east, and shines oven unto the west; so shall also
the coming of the Son of man be."

This coming, there is no possibility of counterfeiting-It will
be universally known-witnessed by the whole world."-"The
Great Controversy," p. 625.

Only a partial fulfillment

"This tragedy of history [the fall of Jerusalem] is supposed
by many to fulfill the prophecies spoken by Christ in his great
discourse on the Mount of Olives, recorded in Matthew 24,
and Mark 13, and Luke 21. When one combines these
predictions, it becomes evident that the capture of the Holy
City by Titus was a real but only a partial fulfillment of the
words of Christ. As in the case of so many Old Testament
prophecies, the nearer event furnished the colors in which
were depicted scenes and occurrences which belonged to a
distant future, and in this case to 'the end of the age.' When
Jerusalem fell, the people of God were not delivered nor the
enemies of God punished, nor did the sign of the Son, of
man appear in the heavens, as was predicted of the time



when he comes again; and long after the fall of the city, John
wrote in Gospel and in Apocalypse of the coming of the
King."

One glorious future

"The whole life and work of the New Testament church
has the coming of the Lord in view. All the lines of her activity
and experience lead to this event. The sanctification of the
disciple is a preparation for the coming of the Lord. Paul
writes to the Thessalonians. 'The very God of peace sanctify
you wholly, and | pray God your whole spirit and soul and
body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord

Jesus Christ.' 1 Thessalonians 5:23. John puts the same
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thing in his own tender way: 'And now, little children, abide
in him, that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence
and not be ashamed before him at his coming.' 1 John 2:28.
Christian service gets its encouragement in the same
inspiring issue. Paul exhorts Timothy to fidelity, charging him
to 'keep the commandment, without spot, with out reproach,
until the appearing of our Lord Jesus. Christ.' 1 Timothy 6:14.
And Peter writes to his fellow elders: 'Feed the flock of God
which is among you, and when the Chief Shepherd shall
appear, you shall receive a crown of glory that fades not
away.' 1 Peter 5:2, 4.

The patience of the early Christians in suffering and. trial
is bounded by the same event. 'Be patient therefore,
brethren, until the coming of the Lord. Establish your hearts,
for the coming of the Lord is at hand James 5:7, 8. 'Let your
forbearance be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand.’
Philippians 4:5. Their life of fellowship and brotherly love
reaches its holy consummation at the Lord's return. 'The
Lord make you. to increase and abound in love one toward
another, and toward all men, even as we also do toward you,
to the end he may establish your hearts unblamable in



holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.’

1 Thessalonians 3:12, 13. Their acts of worship, as, for
example, their observance of the Lord's Supper, have the
same end in view. As often as you eat this bread and drink
this cup, you do show the Lord's death till he come.' 1
Corinthians 11:26. Thus, whatever aspect of the church's life
and work we consider; we find it to be a stream which moves
on to ward one glorious future. The appearing of the Lord
Jesus himself fills the whole horizon."

The subject of Christian aspiration

"He will 'so come in like manner as' he has gone. We are
not to water down such words as these into anything short of
a return precisely corresponding in its method to the
departure; and as the departure was visible, corporeal,
literal, personal, and local, so the return is to be visible,
corporeal, literal, personal, local too. And he will come as he
went; a visible Manhood, only enthroned amongst the clouds
of heaven with power and great glory. This is the aim that he
sets before him in his departure. He leaves in order that he
may come back again.

"And oh dear friends, remember and let us live in the
strength of the remembrance-that this return ought to be the
prominent subject of Christian aspiration and desire. There is
much about the conception of that solemn return, with all the
convulsions that attend it, and the judgment of which it is
preliminary, that may well make men's hearts chill within
them. But for you and me, if we have any love in our hearts
and loyalty in our spirits to that King, 'his coming' should be
'‘prepared as the morning,’ and we should join in the great
burst of rapture of many a psalm, which calls upon rocks and
hills to break forth into singing, and trees of the field to clap
their hands, because he cometh as the King to judge the



earth. His own parable tells us how we ought to regard his

coming. When the fig tree's branch begins to supple,
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and the little leaves to push their way through the polished
stem, then we know that summer is at hand. His coming
should be as the approach of that glorious, fervid time, in
which the sunshine has tenfold brilliancy and power, the time
of ripened harvests and matured fruits, the time of joy for all
creatures that love the sun. It should be the glad hope of all
his servants."

LESSON FIFTY The Setting Up of God's Kingdom

|. Two kingdoms are recognized in the Scriptures, the
kingdom of grace and the kingdom of glory. Zechariah 6:12,
13; Hebrews 4:14-16; Matthew 25:31; 19:28.

2. The message of the first advent announced the
kingdom of grace. Matthew 3:1, 2; 4:17; 10:7; Luke 4:43.

3. The message of the Second Advent announces the
kingdom of glory. Matthew 24:14; Revelation 14:6-14.

4. The establishment of God's kingdom upon the earth is
predicted in prophecy. 2 Samuel 7:12, 13, 16; Isaiah 9:6, 7;
Daniel 2:44; 7:13, 14, 27; 12:1; Luke 1:32, 33; Revelation
11:15, ARV.

5. The Second Advent of Christ is a necessary factor in
the setting up of the everlasting kingdom. Matthew 25:31-34;
1 Corinthians 15:23, 24; 2 Thessalonians 1:4-10; 2 Timothy
4:1.

6. Those who respond to the call to this kingdom through
the preaching of the gospel, will share in all its glories. 1
Thessalonians 2:12; Daniel 7:18, 27; Romans 8:16, 17.

7. We should pray for the coming of the kingdom as our
Lord has taught us, and then co-operate with him for the
answer to our prayer. Matthew 6:10; 24:14.

NOTES



A visible prophecy

"The national existence of the Jewish people, their
national history, their national institutions, were a visible
prophecy and assurance of the ultimate establishment of the
kingdom of God."

The foundation laid

"After his frustration of the first rival attempt at a world
supremacy in the case of Babel, the Son of God lays the first

foundations of his
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own special kingdom, in the world but not of it, in his
summons to Abram to get him out of his country, and from
his kindred, and from his father's house, and his promise to
make him a blessing in whom should all families of the earth
be blessed."

A needed lesson

"What men needed to be taught then, and what we need
to remember still, is that each nation holds its position in
subordination too thee ends of God's government, that no
power or wisdom or refinement will save a state from
destruction when it ceases to serve the interests of his
kingdom."

The central idea of the kingdom

"The term 'kingdom of God' is found over one hundred
times in the Gospels and in every part of the ministry from
the outset to the end. Its central idea is the reign and rule of
God over human, life, and it was the theme of Christ's
preaching from the first. 'The kingdom of God' was the
earliest word in Jerusalem (John 3:3) and in Galilee (Mark
1:15), and the theme is found in sermon, parable, and
prophecy to the close of his ministry. Man ruled over by God,



and thereby finding the full realization of life: this is the
essence of the idea of the kingdom of God."

The kingdom of grace and of glory

"As used in the Bible, the expression 'kingdom of God' is
employed to designate both the kingdom of grace and the
kingdom of glory. The kingdom of grace is brought to view by
Paul in the epistle to the Hebrews. After pointing to Christ,
the compassionate intercessor who is 'touched with the
feeling of our infirmities,' the apostle sys, 'Let us therefore
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace.' The throne of grace represents the
kingdom of .grace; for the existence of a throne implies the
existence of a kingdom. In many of his parables, Christ uses
the expression, 'the kingdom of heaven,' to designate the
work of divine grace upon the hearts of men.

"So the throne of glory represents the kingdom of glory;
and this kingdom is referred to in the Savior's words, '"When
the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy
angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his
glory: and before him shall be gathered all nations." This
kingdom is yet future. It is not to be set up until the Second
Advent of Christ.

"The kingdom of grace was instituted immediately, after
the fall of man, when a plan was devised for the redemption
of the guilty race. It then existed in the purpose and by the
promise of God; and through faith, men could become its
subjects. Yet it was not actually established until the death of
Christ. Even after entering upon his earthly mission, the
Savior, wearied with the stubbornness and ingratitude of
men, might have drawn back from the sacrifice of Calvary. In
Gethsemane the cup of woe trembled in his hand. He might

even then have wiped the
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blood-sweat from his brow, and have left the guilty race to
perish in their iniquity. Had he done this, there could have



been no redemption for fallen men. But when the Savior
yielded up his life, and with his expiring breath cried out, 'lt is
finished,' then the fulfillment of the plan of redemption was
assured. The promise of salvation made to the sinful pair in
Eden was ratified. The kingdom of grace, which had before
existed by the promise of God, then established."-"The Great
Controversy," p. 347, 348.

The signs of his coming unheeded

"The Savior himself has given signs of his coming, and he
says, When you see these things come to pass, know you
that the kingdom of God is nigh at hand.' And take heed to
yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged with
surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so
that day come upon you unawares.' 'Watch you therefore,
and pray always, that you may be accounted worthy to
escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand
before the Son of man.' We have reached the period foretold
in these scriptures. The time of the end is come, the visions
of the prophets are unsealed, and their solemn warnings
point us to our Lord's coming in glory as near at hand. The
Jews misinterpreted and misapplied the word of God, and
they knew not the time of their visitation. The years of the
ministry of Christ and his apostles, the precious last years of
grace to the chosen people, they spent in plotting the
destruction of the Lord's messengers. Earthly ambitions
absorbed them, and the offer of the spiritual kingdom came
to them in vain. So today the kingdom of this world absorbs
men's thoughts, and they take no note of the rapidly fulfilling
prophecies, and the tokens of the swift-coming kingdom of
God."-"The Desire of Ages," p. 266.

The kingdom received at the Second Advent

"Not until the personal advent of Christ can his people
receive the kingdom. The Savior said: 'When the Son of man



shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then
shall he sit upon the throne of his glory: and before him shall
be gathered all nations: and he shall separate them one from
another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats:
and he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats
on the left. Then shall the King say unto them on his right
hand, Come, you blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world.' We have
seen by the scriptures just, given [1 Corinthians 15:51-53; 1
Thessalonians 4:16, 17] that when the Son of man comes,
the dead are raised incorruptible, and the living are changed.
By this great change they are prepared to receive the
kingdom; for Paul says, 'Flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.'
Man in his present state is mortal, corruptible; but the
kingdom of God will be incorruptible, enduring forever.
Therefore man in his present state cannot enter into the
kingdom of God. But when comes, he confers immortality

upon
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his people; and then he calls them to inherit the kingdom

of which they have hitherto been only heirs. These and other
scriptures clearly proved to Miller's mind that the events
which were generally expected to take place before the
coming of Christ, such as the universal reign of peace and
the setting up of the kingdom of God upon the earth, were to
be subsequent to the Second Advent. Furthermore, all the
signs of the times and the condition of the world
corresponded to the prophetic description of the last days.
He was forced to the conclusion, from the study of Scripture
alone, that the period allotted for the continuance of the
earth in its present state was about to close."-"The Great
Controversy," pp. 320, 323.

LESSON FIFTY-ONE The Signs of the Second Advent



1. Christ declared that there would be signs of his coming
both in the heavens and upon the earth. Luke 21:25-27.

2. He stated the time when these signs would appear.
Matthew 24:29, 30.

3. A general apostasy in the religious world constitutes a
sign of the last days. 2 Timothy 3:1-5; Luke 18:7, 8.

4. The strained relations between capital and labor are
indications of the last days. James 5:1-5, ARV.

5. A most definite sign of the end is the preaching of the
gospel of the kingdom to all the world. Matthew 24:14;
Revelation 14:6-14.

NOTES
The signs fulfilled

"Prophecy not only foretells the manner and object of
Christ's coming, but presents tokens by which men are to
know when it is near. Said Jesus: 'There shall be signs in the
sun, and in the moon, and in the stars." 'The sun shall be
darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the
stars of heaven shall fall, and the powers that are in, heaven
shall be shaken. And then shall they see the Son of man
coming in the clouds with great power and glory. The
revelator thus describes the first of the signs to precede the
Second Advent: 'There was a great earthquake; and the sun
became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as
blood." These signs were witnessed before the opening of

the nineteenth century. In fulfillment of this prophecy there
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occurred, in the year 1755, the most terrible earthquake
that has ever been recorded. Though commonly known as
the earthquake of Lisbon, it extended to the greater part of
Europe, Africa, and America. It was felt in Greenland, in the
West Indies, in the island of Madeira, in Norway and
Sweden, Great Britain and Ireland. It pervaded an extent of
not less than four million square miles. In Africa the shook



was almost as severe as in Europe."-"The Great
Controversy," p. 304.

"Twenty-five years later appeared the next sign mentioned
in the prophecy, the darkening of the sun and moon. What
rendered this more striking was the fact that the time of its
fulfillment had been definitely pointed out."-/d., p. 306.

"May 19, 1780, stands in history as 'The Dark Day.' Since
the time of Moses, no period of darkness of equal density,
extent, and duration, has ever been recorded. The
description of this event, as given by eyewitnesses, is but an
echo of the words of the Lord, recorded by the prophet Joel,
twenty-five hundred years previous to their fulfillment: "The
sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood,
before the great and the terrible day of the Lord come."-Id. p.
308.

"Said Jesus: "The stars shall fall from heaven' and John in
the Revelation declared, as he behold in vision the scenes
that should herald the day of God, 'The stars of heaven fell
unto the earth, even as a fig tree casts her untimely figs,
when she is shaken of a mighty wind." This prophecy
received a striking and impressive fulfilment in the great
meteoric shower of November 13, 1833. That was the most
extensive and wonderful display of falling stars which has
ever been recorded." /d., p. 333.

When traveling on a railway train, we sometimes read
over the list of stations to be passed before we arrive at our
destination, and as one after another is left behind, we note
with increasing interest that the end of what may have been
a long journey is rapidly approaching. When only one station
remains on the list, we feel that it is time to be making the
final preparations for leaving the train. All articles must be
packed again, the final washing and brushing must be done,
and everything must be in readiness for the announcement
that our journey is at an end.

In order that believers may know when the coming of their
Lord is near, he himself has listed a series of signs which



lead up to that event, and has told them when to look f or the
first of the series. The sun would be darkened 'immediately
after the tribulation of those days.'" The light of the moon
would fail, the stars would fall, the powers of the heavens
would be shaken, the sign of the Son of man would appear,
and then the Son of man himself would be seen coming on
the clouds of heaven. Three of the signs mentioned by
Matthew have been fulfilled, and only one remains before

the sign, which marks the great crisis will close the series.
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The conditions in the world, the church, and the business
community which would indicate the nearness of the great
day are adding their emphatic testimony to that borne by
other events, so that it will be impossible to plead ignorance
as an excuse for not making the necessary preparation to
meet the Lord. 'Ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that
day should overtake you as a thief." A little time remains in
which to make the necessary preparation for meeting our
Lord in peace. 'Prepare to meet thy God."

A memorable year

"The year 1919 was memorable for the extent and the
intensity of the struggle between capital and labor. The
number of strikes was unprecedented. In New York City
alone there were more than one hundred strikes in progress
at one time. The whole number of strikes officially reported
was nearly two thousand. Most notable among these was
the steel strike and the soft-coal strike. In each case
hundreds of thousands of workers were directly involved,
and hundreds of thousands of those employed in other
industries were temporarily thrown out of employment as an
indirect result. The whole country was kept in h state of
unrest and turmoil, and the cost of living was greatly
enhanced, on account of this industrial warfare.



"The situation was forcibly set forth in the following
paragraph from the announcement of a new book dealing
with the social unrest:

"Riots, strikes, social and industrial unrest of all kinds,
communistic movements, socialistic movements,
movements to nationalize industry a new crop of them
springs up every night. On every hand, wherever you go,
you find placards: 'On Strike Keep Away!" Thousands of
people have to walk to their work or snatch a ride on some
chance vehicle-because the car men are on strike.
Thousands of others are thrown out of work for lack of
materials because the railway men are on strike. Ships are
held at their piers, while food spoils and millions in Europe
hunger-because the dock workers are on strike. People
wander from place to place throughout the big cities seeking
homes, seeking apartments, but no new buildings are going
up-because the construction men are on strike. Even the
theaters send their patrons home-because the actors are on
strike."

"We express no opinion concerning the merits of the case,
but merely record these facts as constituting one of the
many signs of the times indicating that the great climax of
the world's history is fast approaching.

The crisis near

"Everything in the world is in agitation. The signs of the
times are ominous. Coming events cast their shadows
before. The Spirit of God is withdrawing from the earth, and
calamity follows calamity by sea and land. There are
tempests, earthquakes, fires, floods, murders of every grade.
Who can read the future? Where is security? There is
assurance in nothing that is human or earthly. Rapidly are

men ranging
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themselves under the banner they have chosen.
Restlessly are they waiting and watching the movements of



their leaders. There are those who are waiting and watching
and working for our Lord's appearing. Another class are
falling into line under the generalship of the first great
apostate. Few believe with heart and soul that we have a
hell to shun and a heaven to win.

"The crisis is stealing gradually upon us. The sun shines
in the heavens, passing over its usual round, and the
heavens still declare the glory of God. Men are still eating
and drinking, planting and building, marrying and giving in
marriage. Merchants are still buying and selling. Men are
jostling one, against another, contending for the highest
place. Pleasure lovers are still crowding to theaters, horse
races, gambling bells. The highest excitement prevails, yet
probation's hour is fast closing, and every case is about to
be eternally decided. Satan sees that his time is short. He
has set all his agencies at work that men may be deceived,
deluded, occupied, and entranced, until the day of probation
shall be ended, and the door of mercy be forever shut."-"The
Desire of Ages," p. 759.

The Scripture a shield from delusion

"Only those who have been diligent students of the
Scriptures, and who have received the, love of the truth, will
be shielded from the powerful delusion that takes the world
captive. By the Bible testimony these will detect the deceiver
in his disguise. To all, the testing time will come. By the
sifting of temptation, the genuine Christian will be revealed.
Are the people of God now so firmly established upon his
word that they would not yield to the evidence of their
senses? Would they, in such a crisis, cling to the Bible, and
the Bible only? Satan will, if possible, prevent them from
obtaining a preparation to stand in that day. He will so
arrange affairs as to hedge up their way, entangle them with
earthly treasures, cause them to carry a heavy, wearisome
burden, that their hearts may be overcharged with the cares



of this life, and the day of trial may come upon them as a
thief."-"The Great Controversy," pp. 605, 606.

Read the "Source Book," pages 527, 528, 134-142,
162-167, 145, 146.

The Star of day

"Hope of our hearts, O Lord, appear,
Thou glorious Star of day!

Shine forth, and chase the dreary night,
With all our tears, away!

"No resting place we seek on earth,
No loveliness we see;

Our eye is on the royal crown
Prepared for us and thee."

LESSON FIFTY-TWO The Judgment

1. There will be a general judgment. Ecclesiastes 12:14;
Acts 17:31; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Hebrews 9:27; Romans 2:16;
Psalm 98:8, 9;: Romans 14:10; Matthew 12:42, ARV; Jude
1:6; Daniel 7:9, 10.

2. That judgment was still in the future in the time of the
apostle Paul. Acts 24:25; 2 Timothy 4:1.

3. All judgment has been committed to the Son of man.
John 5:22, 27; 2 Timothy 4:1; Acts 10:42.

4. Every verdict will be a righteous one, and in strict
accordance with the life of each individual. Psalm 96:13;
Revelation 20:12, 18; 22:12.

5. All those who accept the provisions of the gospel are
free from condemnation now, and will not be condemned in
the judgment. Romans 8:1; 8:34, ARV, margin; John 5:24.

6. All those who reject the salvation offered in Christ
thereby incur judgment, which will be confirmed in the last
day. John 3:18; Hebrews 10:26, 27; Revelation 20:11, 12.

NOTES



The appointed day

"God 'has appointed a day, in the which he will judge the
world." Christ tells us when that day shall be ushered in. He
does not say that all the world will be converted, but that 'this
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. By
giving the gospel to the world it is in our power to hasten our
Lord's return. We are not only to look for, but to hasten, the
coming of the day of God. Had the church of Christ done her
appointed work as the Lord ordained, the whole world would
before this have been warned, and the Lord Jesus would
have come to our earth in power and great glory."-"The
Desire of Ages," pp. 755, 756.

No defect in God's government

"In the day of final judgment, every lost soul will
understand the nature of his own rejection of truth. The cross
will be presented, and its real bearing will be seen by every
mind that has been blinded by transgression. Before the
vision of Calvary with its mysterious Victim, sinners will stand
condemned. Every lying excuse will be swept away. Human

apostasy will appear in its heinous character. Men will see
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what their choice has been. Every question of truth and
error in the long-standing controversy will then have been
made plain. In the judgment of the universe, God will stand
clear of blame for the existence or continuance of evil. It will
be demonstrated that the divine decrees are not accessory
to sin. There was no defect in God's government, no cause
for disaffection. When the thoughts of all hearts shall be
revealed, both the loyal and the rebellious will unite in
declaring, 'Just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.
Who shall not fear thee, 0 Lord, and glorify thy name? For
thy judgments are made manifest." /d., p. 59.



The basis of condemnation

"The True Witness says, 'Behold, | stand at the door, and
knock. Every warning, reproof, and entreaty in the word of
God or through his messengers is a knock at the door of the
heart. It is the voice of Jesus asking for entrance. With every
knock unheeded, the disposition to open becomes weaker.
The impressions of the Holy Spirit, if disregarded today, will
not be as strong tomorrow. The heart becomes less
impressible, and lapses into a perilous unconsciousness of
the shortness of life, and of the great eternity beyond. Our
condemnation in the judgment will not result from the fact
that we have been in error, but from the fact that we have
neglected Heaven sent opportunities for learning what is
truth." Id., p. 584.

The basis of commendation

"Those whom Christ commands in the judgment, may
have known little of theology, but they have cherished his
principles. Through the influence of the divine Spirit they
have been a blessing to those about them. Even among the
heathen are those who have cherished the spirit of kindness;
before the words of life had fallen upon their ears, they have
befriended the missionaries, men ministering to them at the
peril of their own lives. Among the heathen are those who
worship God ignorantly, those to whom the light is never
brought by human instrumentality, yet they will not perish.
Though ignorant of the written law of God, they have heard
his voice speaking to them in nature, and have done the
things that the law required. Their works are evidence that
the Holy Spirit has touched their hearts, and they are
recognized as the children of God."-/d., pp. 762, 763.

A sufficient sacrifice



"The intercession of Christ in man's behalf in the
sanctuary above is as essential to the plan of salvation as
was his death upon the cross. By his death he began that
work which after his resurrection he ascended to complete in
heaven. We must by faith enter within the veil, 'whither the
Forerunner is for us entered.' There the light from the cross
of Calvary is reflected. There we may gain a clearer insight
into the mysteries of redemption. The salvation of man is

accomplished at an
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infinite expense to heaven; the sacrifice made is equal to
the broadest demands of the broken law of God. Jesus has
opened the way to the Father's throne, and through his
mediation the sincere desire of all who come to him in faith
may be presented before God."-"The Great Controversy," p.
489.

LESSON FIFTY-THREE The Investigative Judgment

1. Both the living and the dead will be judged. 1 Peter 4.5,
ARV.

2. The judgment is represented as involving the
examination of books of record. Daniel 7:10; Revelation
20:12.

3. This investigative judgment precedes the doming of
Christ. Revelation 14:6, 7, 14.

4. Earthly history is still being made while this judgment is
in progress. Daniel 7:11, 12.

5. As the result of this investigative judgment, sins will be
blotted out or retained in the books of record, and names will
be blotted out or retained in the book of life. Psalm 51:1, 9;
Isaiah 43:25; Acts 3:19; Revelation 3:5; 21:27.

6. There is more reason for rejoicing because our names
are written in the book of life than because the demons are
subject to us. Daniel 12:1; Luke 10:20.



NOTES
A work of investigation

"As anciently the sins of the people were by faith placed
upon the sin offering, and through its blood transferred, in
figure, to the earthly sanctuary; so in the new covenant the
sins of the repentant are by faith placed upon Christ, and
transferred, in fact, to the heavenly sanctuary. And as the
typical cleansing of the earthly was accomplished by the
removal of the sins by which it had been polluted, so the
actual cleansing of the heavenly is to be accomplished by
the removal, or blotting out, of the sins which are there
recorded. But before this can be accomplished, there must
be an examination of the books of record to determine who,
through repentance of sin and faith in Christ, are entitled to
the benefits of his atonement. The cleansing of the sanctuary
therefore involves a work of investigation, a work of

judgment. This work must
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be performed prior to the coming of Christ to redeem his
people; for when he comes, his reward is with him to give to

every man according to his works."-"The Great Controversy,"
pp. 421, 422.

The cases considered

"In the typical service, only those who had come before
God wit confession and repentance, and whose sins,
through the blood of the sin offering, were transferred to the
sanctuary, had a part in the service of the day of atonement.
So in the great day of final atonement and investigative
judgment, the only cases considered are those of the
professed people of God. The judgment of the wicked is a
distinct and separate work, and take place at a later period."-
Id., p. 480.



The book of life

"The books of record in heaven, in which the names and
the deeds of men are registered, are to determine the
decisions of the judgment. Says the prophet Daniel, 'The
judgment was set, and the books were opened." The
revelator, describing the same scene, adds, 'Another book
was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were
judged out of those things which were written in the books,
according to their works.'

"The book of life contains the names of all who have ever
entered the service of God. Jesus bade his disciples,
'Rejoice, because your names are written in heaven.' Paul
speaks of his faithful fellow workers, 'whose names are in
the book of life." Daniel, looking down to 'a time of trouble,
such as never was,"' declares that God's people shall be
delivered, 'every one that shall be found written in the book.’
And the revelator says that those only shall enter the city of
God whose names 'are written in the Lamb's book of life.'

"All who have truly repented of sin, and by faith claimed
the blood of Christ as their atoning sacrifice, have had
pardon entered against their names in the books of heaven;
as they have become partakers of the righteousness of
Christ, and their characters are found to be in harmony with
the law of God, their sins will be blotted out, and they
themselves will be accounted worthy of eternal life. The Lord
declares, by the prophet Isaiah, 'l, even |, am he that blots
out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not
remember thy sins." Id., p. 483.

The new covenant promise fulfilled

"The divine Intercessor presents the plea that all who
have overcome through faith in his blood be forgiven their
transgressions, that they be restored to their Eden home,
and crowned as joint heirs with himself to the 'first dominion.'



Satan, in his off orts to deceive and tempt our race, had
thought to frustrate the divine plan in man's creation; but
Christ now asks that this plan be carried into effect, as if man
had never fallen. He asks for his people not only pardon and
justification, full and complete, but a share in his glory and a
seat upon his throne.

"While Jesus is pleading for the subjects of his grace,
Satan accuses them before God as, transgressors. The

great deceiver has sought to
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lead them into skepticism, to cause them to lose
confidence in God, to separate themselves from his love,
and to break his law. Now he points to the record of their
lives, to the defects of character, the unlikeness to Christ,
which has dishonored their Redeemer, to all the sins that he
has tempted them to commit and because of these he claims
them as his subjects.

"Jesus does not excuse their sins, but shows their
penitence and faith, and, claiming for them forgiveness, he
lifts his wounded hands before the Father and the holy
angels, saying, 'l know them by name. | have graven them
on the palms of my hands.' 'The sacrifices of God are a
broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt
not despise.' And to the accuser of his people he declares,
'The Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath
chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked
out of the fire?' Christ will clothe his faithful ones with his
own righteousness that he may present them to his Father,
'a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any ouch
thing.' Their names stand enrolled in the book of life, and
concerning them it is written, They shall walk with me in
white: for they are worthy.'

"Thus will be realized the complete fulfillment, of the new
covenant promise, | will forgive their iniquity, and | will
remember their sin no more."-Id., pp. 481, 485.



LESSON FIFTY-FOUR The Time of the Investigative Judgment

1. A definite period is emphasized in the Scriptures as "the
day of judgment." Matthew 10:15; 11:22; 12:36; 2 Peter 2:9;
3.7;1John 4:17; Acts 17:31.

2. The investigative judgment is the first step in the
cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary, be,-inning at the time
indicated by the expiration of a great prophetic period. Daniel
8:13, 14.

3. This period began with the commandment to restore
and build Jerusalem, BC 457, and extended to 1844. Daniel
9:25; Ezra 6:15; 7.7, 11-26.

4. A special message announced to the world the
expiration of this period. Revelation 14:6, 7.

5. The investigative judgment was foreshadowed by the
typical day of atonement. Leviticus 16:29, 30, 33, 34.
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6. On the typical day of atonement the people were

required to recognize in a special way the work which was
being done for them by the high priest. Leviticus 23:26-32.

7. The ty