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"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 

the Word was God." "And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us." The Revised Version says, "The Word became flesh."  

The theme of redemption will be the science and the song of the 
eternal ages, and well may it occupy our minds during our short stay 
here. There is no portion of this great theme that makes such a 
demand upon our minds in order to appreciate it in any degree, as 
the subject we shall study to-night,-"The Word became flesh, and 
dwelt among us." Through Him all things became; now He Himself 
became. He who had all glory with the Father, now lays aside His 
glory and becomes flesh. He lays aside His divine mode of existence, 
and takes the human mode of existence, and God becomes manifest 
in the flesh. This truth is the very foundation of all truth.  

A HELPFUL TRUTH

And Jesus Christ becoming flesh. God being manifest in the flesh, 
is one of the most helpful truths, one of the most instructive truths, the 
truth above all truths, which humanity ought to rejoice in.  

I desire this evening to study this question for our personal, 
present benefit. Let us command our minds to the utmost, because to 
comprehend that the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
demands all our mental powers. Let us consider, first, what kind of 
flesh; for this is the very foundation of this question as it relates to us 
personally. "Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same; that 
through death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that 
is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of death were all their 
lifetime subject to bondage. For verily He took not on Him the nature 
of angels; but He took on Him the seed of Abraham. Wherefore in all 
things it believed Him to be made like unto His brethren, that He 
might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, 
to make reconciliation for the sins of the people. For in that He 
Himself hath suffered, being tempted, He is able to succour them that 
are tempted." Heb. 2:14-18. That through death, being made subject 



to death, taking upon Him the flesh of sin, He might, by His dying, 
destroy him that had the power of death.  

"Verily He took not on Him the nature of angels; but He took on 
Him the seed of Abraham." The margin says, "He taketh not hold of 
angels, but of the seed of Abraham He taketh hold;" and one version 
reads, "He helps not angels." We see the reason from the next verse: 
"Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to be made like unto His 
brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful high priest, in things 
pertaining to God." "Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises 
made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, and to 
thy seed, which is Christ." Gal. 3:16. Now verily, He helps the seed of 
Abraham by Himself becoming the seed of Abraham. God, sending 
His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned 
sin in the flesh; that the righteousness of the law might be revealed in 
us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  

So you see that what the Scripture states very plainly is that Jesus 
Christ had exactly the same flesh that we bear,-flesh of sin, flesh in 
which we sin, flesh, however, in which He did not sin, but He bore our 
sins in that flesh of sin. Do not set this point aside. No matter how you 
may have looked at it in the past, look at it now as it is in the word; 
and the more you look at it in that way, the more reason you will have 
to thank God that it is so.  

ADAM'S SIN TYPICAL

What was the situation?-Adam had sinned, and Adam being the 
head of the human family, his sin was a typical sin. God made Adam 
in His own image, but by sin he lost that image. Then he begat sons 
and daughters, but he begat them in his image, not in God's. And so 
we have descended in the line, but all after his image.  

For four thousand years this went on, and then Jesus Christ came, 
of flesh, and in the flesh, born of a woman, made under the law; born 
of the Spirit, but in the flesh. And what flesh could He take but the 
flesh of the time? Not only that, but it was the very flesh He designed 
to take; because you see, the problem was to help man out of the 
difficulty into which he had fallen, and man is a free moral agent. He 
must be helped as a free moral agent. Christ's work must be, not to 
destroy him, not to create a new race, but to re-create man, to restore 
in him the image of God. "We see Jesus, who was made a little lower 
than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and 



honour; that He by the grace of God should taste death for every 
man." Heb. 2:9.  

AN UNDONE, HELPLESS RACE

God made man a little lower than the angels, but man fell much 
lower by his sin. Now he is far separated from God; but he is to be 
brought back again. Jesus Christ came for that work; and in order to 
do it, He came, not where man was before he fell, but where man 
was after he fell. This is the lesson of Jacob's ladder. It rested on the 
earth where Jacob was, but the topmost round reached to heaven. 
When Christ comes to help man out of the pit, He does not come to 
the edge of the pit and look over, and say, Come up here, and I will 
help you back. If man could help himself up to the point from whence 
he has fallen, he could do all the rest. If he could help himself one 
step, he could help himself all the way; but it is because man is utterly 
ruined, weak, and wounded and broken to pieces, in fact, perfectly 
helpless, that Jesus Christ come right down where he is, and meets 
him there. He takes his flesh and He becomes a brother to him. 
Jesus Christ is a brother to us in the flesh: He was born into the 
family.  

"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son." 
He had only one Son, and He gave Him away. And to whom did He 
give Him? "Unto us a child is born,  

UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN."

Isa. 9:6. Sin has made a change even in heaven; for Jesus Christ, 
because of sin, has taken upon Himself humanity, and to-day He 
wears that humanity, and will through all eternity. Jesus Christ 
became the Son of man as well as the Son of God. He was born into 
our family. He did not come as an angelic being, but was born into the 
family, and grew up in it; He was a child, a youth, a young man, a 
man in the full prime of life, in our family. He is the Son of man, 
related to us, bearing the flesh that we bear.  

Adam was the representative of the family; therefore his sin was a 
representative sin. When Jesus Christ came, He came to take the 
place in which Adam had failed. "And so it is written, The first man 
Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening 
spirit." 1 Cor. 15:45. The second Adam is the man Christ Jesus, and 
He came down to unite the human family with the divine family. God 



is spoken of as the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is named. Jesus Christ, the Son of 
the living God, came Himself to this part of the family, that He might 
win it back again, that there might be a  

REUNITED FAMILY IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD

He came and took the flesh of sin that this family had brought 
upon itself by sin, and wrought out salvation for them, condemning 
sin in the flesh.  

Adam failed in his place, and by the offence of one many were 
made sinners. Jesus Christ gave Himself, not only for us, but to us, 
uniting Himself to the family, in order that He might take the place of 
the first Adam, and as head of the family win back what was lost by 
the first Adam. The righteousness of Jesus Christ is a representative 
righteousness, just as the sin of Adam was a representative sin, and 
Jesus Christ, as the second Adam, gathered to Himself the whole 
family.  

But since the first Adam took his place, there has been a change, 
and humanity is sinful humanity. The power of righteousness has 
been lost. To redeem man from the place unto which he had fallen, 
Jesus Christ comes, and takes the very flesh now borne by humanity; 
He comes in sinful flesh, and takes the case where Adam tried it and 
failed. He became, not a man, but He became flesh; He became 
human, and gathered all humanity unto Himself, embraced it in His 
own infinite mind, and stood as the representative of the whole 
human family.  

Adam was tempted at the very first on the question of appetite. 
Christ came, and after a forty days' fast the devil tempted Him to use 
His divine power to feed Himself. And notice, it was in sinful flesh that 
He was tempted, not the flesh in which Adam fell. This is wondrous 
truth, but I am wondrous glad that it is so. It follows at once that by 
birth, by being born into the same family, Jesus Christ is my brother in 
the flesh, "for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren." 
Heb. 2:11. He has come into the family, identified Himself with the 
family, is both father of the family and brother of the family. As father 
of the family, He stands for the family. He came to redeem the family, 
condemning sin in the flesh, uniting divinity with flesh of sin. Jesus 
Christ made the connection between God and man, that the divine 
spirit might rest upon humanity. He made the way for humanity.  



HE HATH BORNE OUR GRIEFS

And He came right near to us. He is not one step away from one of 
us. He "was made in the likeness of men." Phil. 2:7. He is now made 
in the likeness of man, and at the same time He holds His divinity; He 
is the divine Son of God. And so, by His divinity joining itself to 
humanity, He will
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restore man to the likeness of God. Jesus Christ, in taking the place 
of Adam, took our flesh. He took our place completely, in order that 
we might take His place. He took our place with all its consequences, 
and that meant death, in order that we might take His place with all its 
consequences, and that is life eternal. "For He hath made Him to be 
sin for us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness 
of God in Him." 2 Cor. 5:21. He was not a sinner; but He invited God 
to treat Him as if He were a sinner, in order that we, who were 
sinners, might be treated as if we were righteous. "Surely He hath 
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem Him 
stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted." Isa. 53:4. The sorrows that He 
bore were our sorrows, and it is actually true that He did so identify 
Himself with our human nature as to bear in Himself all the sorrows 
and all the griefs of all the human family. "He was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of 
our peace was upon Him, and with His stripes we are healed." What 
was bruising to Him was healing to us, and He was bruised in order 
that we might be healed. "All we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him 
the iniquity of us all." Isa. 53:6. And then He died because on Him 
was laid the iniquity of us all. There was no sin in Him, but the sins of 
the whole world were laid on Him. Behold the Lamb of God, which 
beareth the sins of the whole world. "And He is the propitiation for our 
sins; and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world." 1 
John 2:2.  

THE PRICE PAID FOR EVERY SOUL

I want your minds to grasp the truth, that, no matter whether a man 
repents or not, yet Christ has borne his griefs, his sins, his sorrows, 
and he is invited to lay them on Christ. If every sinner in this world 
should repent with all his soul, and turn to Christ, the price has been 
paid. Jesus did not wait for us to repent before He died for us. "While 



we were yet sinners, Christ died for us." "Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us, and sent His Son to be the 
propitiation for our sins." Christ has died in behalf of every single soul 
here; He has borne their grief and carried their sorrow; He simply 
asks us to lay them on Him, and let Him bear them.  

CHRIST OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS

Furthermore; every one of us was represented in Jesus Christ 
when the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. We were all 
there in Jesus Christ. We were all represented in Adam after the 
flesh; and when Christ came as the second Adam, He stepped into 
the place of the first Adam, and thus we are all represented in Him. 
He invites us to step into the spiritual family. He has formed this new 
family, of which He is the head. He is the new man. In Him we have 
the union of the divine and the human.  

In that new family, every one of us is represented. "And as I may 
so say, Levi also, who receiveth tithes, paid tithes in Abraham. For he 
was yet in the loins of his father, when Melchisedec met him." When 
Melchisedec went out to meet Abraham returning from the spoil, 
Abraham paid to him a tenth of all. Levi was still in the loins of his 
father Abraham; but inasmuch as he was a descendant of Abraham, 
what Abraham did, the Scripture says that Levi did in Abraham. Levi 
descended from Abraham according to the flesh. He had not been 
born when Abraham paid tithe; but in that Abraham paid tithe, he paid 
tithe also. It is exactly so in this spiritual family. What Christ did as 
head of this new family, we did in Him. He was our representative; He 
became flesh; He became we. He did not become simply a man, but 
He became flesh, and every one that should be born into His family 
was represented in Jesus Christ when He lived here in the flesh. You 
see, then, that all that Christ did, every one who connects himself 
with this family is given credit for as doing it in Christ. Christ was not a 
representative outside him, disconnected from him; but as Levi paid 
tithe in Abraham, every one who should afterwards be born into this 
spiritual family, did what Christ did.  

THE NEW BIRTH

See what this means with reference to vicarious suffering. It was 
not that Jesus Christ came from outside, and simply stepped into our 
place as an outsider; but by joining Himself to us by birth, all 



humanity was brought together in the divine head, Jesus Christ. He 
suffered on the cross. Then it was the whole family in Jesus Christ 
that was crucified. "For the love of Christ constraineth us; because 
we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead," or as the 
Revised Version says, "All died." 2 Cor. 5:14. What we want in our 
experience is to enter into the fact that we did die in Him. But while it 
is true that Jesus Christ paid the whole price, bore every grief, was 
humanity itself, yet it is also true that no man receives benefit from 
that except he receives Christ, except he is born again. Only those 
who are twice born can enter into the kingdom of God. Those who 
are born in the flesh, must be born again, born of the Spirit, in order 
that what Jesus Christ did in the flesh, we may avail ourselves of, that 
we may really be in Him.  


