“The Real Presence” The Present Truth 10, 28, pp. 433, 434.
BEFORE the Lord Jesus Christ went away from the world, He said to His disciples, “I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you.” {PTUK July 12, 1894, p. 433.1}
As He was about to ascend to heaven from the Mount of Olives, He said again to His disciples, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature; ... and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” {PTUK July 12, 1894, p. 433.2}
The presence of Christ with His people is thus an assured fact. Nor is it only with them in an outward and separate sense, but with them in the inward and essential sense of oneness with them. He is with them by being in them. And so it is written, “I will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” 2 Corinthians 6:16. {PTUK July 12, 1894, p. 433.3}
But His name is Immanuel, which is “God with us.” “God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself.” Therefore the presence of Christ with His people is the presence of God also. It is the presence of both the Father and the Son, for they “are one.” And so He has said, “If a man love Me, he will keep My words; and My Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.” John 14:23. {PTUK July 12, 1894, p. 433.4}
An abode is a dwelling-place. We will come unto him, and make him our dwelling-place. “For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit.” Isaiah 57:15. “My presence shall go with thee.” Exodus 33:14. And as God is real, and Christ is real, so their presence is real. Their presence with the believer in Jesus is a real presence. This is the true real presence. {PTUK July 12, 1894, p. 433.5}
How, then, is this real presence manifested? Here is the answer to that question: “Strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts, ... that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.” Ephesians 3:16, 17, 19. “For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.” Colossians 2:9. Thus it is by his Spirit that Christ dwells with His people. It is by the presence of the Holy Spirit in the heart of the believer that the real presence of Christ is manifested to those and in those that are his. For “if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” Romans 8:9. {PTUK July 12, 1894, p. 433.6}
This is more fully stated in the Saviour’s last talk with His disciples (John 14:16-23), before His death. He says, “I will not leave you comfortless; I will come to you.” As He will not leave His children comfortless, He gives them the Comforter. He gives them the Comforter, because He will come to them. Consequently, it is by “the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost,” that Christ dwells with His people, and that His real presence is manifested to them and in them. So He says: “I will pray the Father and He shall give you another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever; even the Spirit of truth; whom the world can not receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him; but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.... At that day ye shall know that I am in My Father, and ye in Me and I in you.” In the day that the child of God receives the Holy Spirit, he knows that Christ dwells in him; he knows the real presence of Christ with him and in him. {PTUK July 12, 1894, p. 433.7}
This Spirit of Truth, the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, which brings the presence of Christ, the world can not receive, “because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him.” And the world sees Him not because it does not believe. Instead of believing, that it may see, the world wants to see, that it may believe. And so, because the world sees not the Spirit of God, and therefore can not receive Him and can not know Him. But to those who do believe, and therefore do receive Him, Jesus says, “Ye know Him for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” The promise of the Spirit is received “through faith,” and then we know Him. So that it is literally true that by faith we know God and the things of God. {PTUK July 12, 1894, p. 434.1}
Such is the true doctrine of the real presence of Christ with those who are His, and of his manifestation to them and in them. In one word this is the Gospel. Without it there is no Gospel of Christ. The Lord’s own definition of the Gospel is that it is Christ in believers, the hope of glory. And here it is: “Be not moved away from the hope of the Gospel which ye have heard.... Whereof I Paul am made a minister ... to fulfil the word of God; even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to His saints; to whom God would make know what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles which is Christ in you, the hope of glory whom we preach.” Colossians 1:23-28. Christ in men, the hope of glory; God manifest in the flesh; this, and this alone, is the Gospel of Christ. And therefore Paul tells us that “it pleased God ... to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the heathen.” Galatians 1:15, 16. Not revealed to him only, but revealed in him, and revealed to him by being revealed in him. He was to preach Christ in men, the hope of glory; but he could not possibly do this unless he knew Christ in himself, the hope of glory. It was not enough to preach about this—he must preach this in very fact. It was not the thing to do to preach about Him, but to preach Him. {PTUK July 12, 1894, p. 434.2}
Thus “God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” “Always bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body.” 2 Corinthians 4:6, 7, 10. “But I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.” Galatians 2:19, 20. {PTUK July 12, 1894, p. 434.3}
Such is the Scripture doctrine, the true doctrine, of the real presence of Christ with His people and in His people. It is the presence of Christ Himself in the believer by the creative power and overshadowing of the Spirit of God. This is the mystery of God. {PTUK July 12, 1894, p. 434.4}
A. T. JONES.

“In You or in the Eucharist?” The Present Truth 10, 29, pp. 449, 450.
THE Christian doctrine of the real presence is, “Christ in you.” {PTUK July 19, 1894, p. 449.1}
The Catholic theory of the real presence is, “Christ in the eucharist.” {PTUK July 19, 1894, p. 449.2}
The Christian doctrine of the real presence is, Christ in the believer by the creative power and overshadowing of the Spirit of God. The Catholic theory of the real presence is, Christ in the eucharist by the word of the priest. {PTUK July 19, 1894, p. 449.3}
In the Christian doctrine of the real presence there is an inward change or conversion of the soul the believer in self by the power of the Holy Spirit, by which is made a “new creature.” In the Catholic theory of the real presence there is what is called an “inward change or conversion” of the bread and wine, or the wafer of the communion into the very flesh and blood of Jesus Christ by the word and at the will of the priest. {PTUK July 19, 1894, p. 449.4}
Nor is in the of this mirrored captious criticism or prejudiced statement. It is all the street truth. And that all they see that it is so, we herewith give the authority approved. First, as to the real presence of Christ being in the eucharist. Here is the statement:— {PTUK July 19, 1894, p. 449.5}
Among the various dogmas of the Christian Church there is none which rests on stronger Scriptural authority than the doctrine of the real presence of Jesus Christ and holy eucharist. The fathers of the church, without an exception, re-echo the language of the apostle to the Gentiles, by proclaiming the real presence of our Lord in the eucharist.... I have counted the names of sixty-three fathers and eminent ecclesiastical writers flourishing between the first and the sixth century, all of whom proclaim the real presence—some by explaining the mystery, others by thinking God for this inestimable gift, and others by exhorting the faithful to its worthy reception.—Faith of our Fathers, by Cardinal Gibbons. {PTUK July 19, 1894, p. 449.6}
And that it is in the eucharist instead of “in you,” is shown by the following words:— {PTUK July 19, 1894, p. 449.7}
Every one knows that example loses much of its efficacy in passing through the medium of history, and that virtues perceived at a distance of eighteen centuries are not sufficiently eloquent to move our hearts! It was then very necessary that the Divine Model of the elect should dwell in the midst of us full of grace and truth, and that He should offer to each one the living picture of the same virtues which charmed the witnesses of His mortal life and attached to Him so powerfully the hearts of His disciples. This need Jesus Christ satisfies in His eucharistic life. Could Jesus Christ manifest more strikingly His unspeakable tenderness for sinners, and His ardent zeal for their salvation than He does in the adorable sacrament in which He condemns Himself to remain on the earth so long as there is one soul to save?—Religion in Society, by Albe Martinet. {PTUK July 19, 1894, p. 450.1}
And that it is at the word and will of the priest that this is all done, is showing plainly enough and strongly enough to satisfy anybody, in the following words:— {PTUK July 19, 1894, p. 450.2}
To obtain from must this abrogation of self, it was not enough that the Son of God obeyed Mary and Joseph for thirty years; made Himself, during His public life, the servant of all; and delivered Himself, without resistance, to His executioners. For eighteen hundred that He has reigned at the right hand of the Father, He never has ceased to give to men the example of the most Gwen universal and humiliating obedience. Every day multitudes of priests, be they fervent, lukewarm, or vicious,—it is the same—summon Him where it pleases them, give Him to whom they will, confine Him under lock and key, and dispose of Him at their will.—Religion in Society. {PTUK July 19, 1894, p. 450.3}
And that by the words or ceremonies of consecration pronounced by the priest there is what is called an “inward change or conversion” of the bread and wine, or the wafer, into the very flesh and blood of Christ, is shown in these words:— {PTUK July 19, 1894, p. 450.4}
The holy eucharist is the true body and blood of Jesus Christ under the outward appearance of bread and wine.... This most blessed sacrament contains truly, reality, and substantially, though not perceptibly to our senses, nor with their natural accidents.... the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, together with His soul and divinity, which can never be separated from His body and blood.... The Catholic Church teaches that, before consecration, that which on the altar appears to be bread and wine, is simply bread and wine; and that after the consecration of that bread and wine, what appears to be bread and wine is no longer bread and wine, but the body and blood of Jesus Christ. Something remains, namely, the outward qualities or species of bread and wine; and something is changed, namely, the inward, invisible substance of that bread and wine, into the body and blood of Christ; this inward change or conversion is what is called transubstantiation.—Catholic Belief. {PTUK July 19, 1894, p. 450.5}
The Christian truth of the real presence of Christ converts the soul of the believer: the papal dogma pretends to convert the bread and wine. The Christian truth of the real presence of Christ believed, makes man subject to God in everything: the papal dogma makes God subject to man in everything. The preaching of the Christian truth of the real presence of Christ in the believer, is the revelation of the mystery of God: the preaching of the papal dogma of the real presence is the proclamation of the mystery of iniquity. A. T. JONES. {PTUK July 19, 1894, p. 450.6}
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