“Who Is Lord of Conscience?” The Present Truth 11, 31, p. 486.
IN reporting the recent trials of Seventh-day Adventists in Tennessee, under the Sunday statute, the New York American Sentinel says:— {PTUK August 1, 1895, p. 486.1}
“A noticeable event of the trials was a speech by ex-Congressman Snodgrass in which he declared his belief that the statute was unconstitutional, the opinion of the Supreme Court, notwithstanding. He expressed great sympathy for the Adventists, but advised them strongly that they ought to submit under the circumstances, and obey the law until it could be repealed, as he was very confident it would be by the next legislature. He said that he would remind the Adventists of that scriptural injunction which says, ‘Be subject unto the higher powers,’ for ‘the power that be are ordained of God.’ {PTUK August 1, 1895, p. 486.2}
“The ex-congressman seems to have forgotten, or never to have understood that God has ordained no human power to rule over conscience. Nor did it occur to him that to adopt his view of the scripture in question would be to make conscience entirely a creature of civil law, and would justify the condemnation and execution of every martyr from Stephen to the present time. For, with but few exceptions, all these have died as violators of the civil law. Had nobody ever disobeyed laws that were in conflict with conscience, the Reformation could never have taken place. Luther would never have left the Catholic Church; Wesley would never have preached contrary to the Established Church; and John Bunyan would never have insisted on preaching the gospel contrary to the orders of the civil magistrate. {PTUK August 1, 1895, p. 486.3}
“The early Baptists and Quakers of New England and the Baptists of Virginia suffered fines, imprisonments, whippings, banishment and death for violation of the civil law. And the degree of religious liberty which we enjoy to-day is due to the fact that they dared to disobey unjust laws; and that they continued to disobey such laws until the things that they suffered brought their fellow-men to recognize the fact that there was such a thing as the rights of conscience. It is a matter of surprise that intelligent men are found to-day who will endeavor to maintain the position that it is a Christian duty to surrender conscience to civil laws.” {PTUK August 1, 1895, p. 486.4}

“Eternal Depth of God’s Word” The Present Truth 11, 33, p. 517.
GOD’S purpose in making known to us His will is an “eternal purpose.” Ephesians 3:11. And the Scripture is the expression of God’s thoughts on that purpose, carrying out and setting forth and making known that purpose. How deep them are His thoughts?—Just as deep as is His purpose. How far-reaching is that purpose?—Of eternal depth. In how many expressions in the Scriptures is the thought of eternal depth? In how many passages?—Every one. Has it required all the Scriptures that are written, for the Lord to express to us what He wants to tell us of His eternal purpose?—It has. Then how deep is the thought in each passage of Scripture and the words that are used to tell it?—Eternal. {PTUK August 15, 1895, p. 517.1}
Then just as soon as any man catches one of these thoughts and thinks, “I know it now, and have got it in that passage; I have the truth; I have all there is of that thought,” he has shut up his own mind from the wisdom of the knowledge of God. He has put himself and his own mind in the place of God and His thoughts. The man that does that cannot learn any more. Do you not see that at that instant he shuts himself out for ever from learning? And the man who does that, of course can learn nothing beyond himself, and of course will never have the knowledge of God. {PTUK August 15, 1895, p. 517.2}
The expressions of thought conveyed in the statement of the Scriptures are as eternal depths. Then what limit can we set to ourselves in the study of these?—No limit at all. Then does not that present the splendid picture, and the grand prospect that the eternal, the whole, mind of God is wide open before us for us to study upon? {PTUK August 15, 1895, p. 517.3}
And until all the depths and eternities are past we shall never get to the place where we shall have the right to think we know that thing and are done learning from its eternal depths. I am glad to know that we have such a subject to study upon, and such a length of time (eternity) in which to study it. {PTUK August 15, 1895, p. 517.4}
A. T. JONES.
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“Living Faith” The Present Truth 11, 35, pp. 547, 548.
THE term “living faith” is strictly proper; because faith indeed is a living thing. The just live by faith, and no man can live by what has no life in it. {PTUK August 29, 1895, p. 547.1}
Again, faith is the gift of God (Ephesians 2:8) and He is a living God; Jesus is its Author (Hebrews 12:2.), and in Him is life—He is the life. In the nature of things, that which comes from such a source must be of itself imbued with life. {PTUK August 29, 1895, p. 547.2}
Again, faith comes by hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17); that word is “the faith word” (Titus 1:9), that is, the word full of faith; and that word is “the word of life” (Philippians 2:16). Therefore as the Word of God brings faith, and is full of faith; and as that Word is the word of life, it is evident that faith is life. {PTUK August 29, 1895, p. 547.3}
THE LIFE OF FAITH
WHAT life is it, then, which faith brings to men? Coming as it does from God, through Jesus Christ who is the “Author of life,” the only life with which it is imbued and which it could possibly bring to men is the life of God. The life of God is what men need and what we must have. And it is the life that God wants us to have; for it is written: “Walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God.” Ephesians 4:17, 18. {PTUK August 29, 1895, p. 547.4}
Jesus came that men might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. John 10:10. “And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” 1 John 5:11, 12. And Christ is received by faith, and He dwells in the heart by faith. Ephesians 3:17. Therefore as the life of God only, eternal life, is in Jesus Christ, and as Christ dwells in the heart by faith, it is as plain as anything can be that faith brings the life of God to him who exercises it. {PTUK August 29, 1895, p. 547.5}
It is the life of Jesus Himself that is to be made manifest in our bodies, “for we which live are always delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our mortal flesh.” 2 Corinthians 4:11. And the life of Jesus is manifested in us, by Christ himself living in us; for “Christ liveth in me, and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God.” Galatians 2:20. This is living faith. {PTUK August 29, 1895, p. 547.6}
THE BLESSING OF THE REAL PRESENCE
AGAIN He says, “I will dwell in them and walk in them;” “I will not leave you comfortless, I will come to you;” and “because I live, ye shall live also.” John 14:18, 19. It is by the Holy Spirit that He dwells in us; for He desires you “to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts.” Ephesians 3:16, 17. And “at that day”—the day that ye receive the gift of the Holy Ghost—“ye shall know that I am in My Father, and ye in Me, and I in you.” John 14:20. “And hereby we know that He abideth in us, by the Spirit which He hath given us.” 1 John 3:24. And we “receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” Galatians 3:14. {PTUK August 29, 1895, p. 547.7}
“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, that the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith.” We must have the blessing of Abraham in order to receive the promise of the Spirit. The blessing of Abraham is righteousness by faith. See Romans 4:1-13. Having this, Abraham “received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith which he had.” And we, having this, can freely receive the promise of the Spirit circumcising the heart unto holiness and the seal of the righteousness of the faith which we had. Having the blessing of Abraham, and so being sons of God, God sends forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts. Galatians 3:26; 4:4-6. Having the blessing of Abraham, that you may receive the promise of the Spirit through faith, then ask that ye may receive—yea, ask and ye shall receive. For the Word of God has promised, and faith cometh by hearing the Word of God. Therefore ask in faith, nothing wavering, “for every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.” {PTUK August 29, 1895, p. 547.8}
Such is living faith—the faith that comes from the living God; the faith of which Christ is the Author; the faith which comes by the Word of God; the faith which brings life and power from God to men, and which works the works of God in him who exercises it; the faith which receives the Holy Spirit that brings the living presence of Jesus Christ to dwell in the heart and manifest Himself still in mortal flesh. This and this alone is living faith. By this Christians live. This is life itself. This is everything. Without this, everything is simply nothing or worse; for whatsoever is not of faith is sin. {PTUK August 29, 1895, p. 547.9}
LIVING FAITH WORKS
WITH such faith as this, that is, with true faith, there never can arise any question as to works; for this faith itself works, and he who has it, necessarily works. It is impossible to have this faith and not have works. “For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth anything nor uncircumcision, but faith which worketh by love.” Galatians 5:6. This faith being a living thing, cannot exist without working. And coming from God, the only works that it can possibly work are the works of God. {PTUK August 29, 1895, p. 547.10}
Therefore anything that professes to be faith which of itself does not work the salvation of the individual having it, and which then does not work the works of God in him who professes it, is not faith at all, but is a fraud that that individual is passing off upon himself, which brings no grace to the heart, and no power to the life. It is dead, and he is still dead in trespasses and sins, and all his service is only a form without power, and therefore is only a dead formalism. {PTUK August 29, 1895, p. 547.11}
But on the other hand, the faith which is of God, which comes by the Word of God and brings Christ, the living Word, to dwell in the heart and shine in the life—this is true faith which through Jesus Christ only lives and works in him who exercises it. {PTUK August 29, 1895, p. 548.1}
Christ Himself living in us; Christ in you the hope of glory; God with us; God manifest in the flesh now, to-day in our flesh, by the faith of Jesus Christ—this and this only is living faith. For “every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: and every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh, is not of God; and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.” 1 John 4:2-4. {PTUK August 29, 1895, p. 548.2}
Therefore, “Examine yourselves whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves.” Jesus said unto them and to us all: “Have the faith of God.” Mark 11:22, margin. {PTUK August 29, 1895, p. 548.3}
A. T. JONES.


