“Eating of the Word” The Present Truth 13, 1, p. 6.
THIS same thought is expressed in another place: “Thy words were found, and I did eat them; and Thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine heart.” It is worth noting that this does not say, I did eat the chapters, or, I did eat the verses, or even, I did eat the subjects. No. It says, “Thy words were found, and I did eat them”—the words. Here is where thousands miss the real benefit of the word of God. They try to grasp too much at once, and so really get nothing. Words are nothing to us if we do not get the real thoughts that they are intended to express. And the greater the mind of him who speaks, the deeper are the thoughts that are expressed, even in the simplest words. Now the mind of him who speaks in the Bible is infinite; and the thoughts there expressed in simple words are of eternal depths because they are the revelation of “the eternal purpose, which he purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord.” {PTUK January 7, 1897, p. 6.1}
With our less than finite minds we are not capable of grasping at once the thoughts conveyed in many of the words of the Bible—we are not capable of comprehending the words of a whole chapter, or even of a whole verse at a time. One word at a time, of the words of God, is as much as our minds are capable of considering with profit. This every one must certainly admit who believes and receives it as the word of God, expressing the thoughts of his infinite mind in his eternal purpose. Certainly any one who professes to receive the words of the Bible as the word of the eternal God, expressing His thought in His eternal purpose, would have to have a good deal of conceit of his own powers of mind to think himself capable of grasping at once the thought of a number of those words. {PTUK January 7, 1897, p. 6.2}
“Be not wise in your own conceits.” “Be not high-minded.” Do not think it too small a thing for you to take one word of God at a time, and consider it carefully, and meditate upon it prayerfully, and receive it into your heart as the word of life to you. Do this, receive it this way, and you will find that word to be to you indeed the word of life, and the constant joy and rejoicing of your heart. Do not think this too slow a process of getting through the Bible, or through some book or chapter of the Bible. In this way you will get through it to infinitely better advantage than to run through it without comprehending it. In this way you get every word, and every word that you get is eternal life to you. For Jesus said that man shall live “by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” This shows that there is life in every word, and as certainly as you receive a word of it into your mind and heart, in that word and by that word you have eternal life. {PTUK January 7, 1897, p. 6.3}
Look again at the words of Jesus: “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” How do you live, physically, by bread? Is it by gulping great chunks or whole slices at a time?—You know it is not. And you know that if you should attempt to live by bread in that way, you would not live at all very long. You know that in living by bread, you do so by taking a bite at a time, and a proper bite, too. And knowing this, then did not Jesus, in using this fact as an illustration, and in the dependent expression, “every word of God,” intend to teach us that one word of God at a time is the way to live by it, just as one morsel of bread at a time is the way we live by bread? Is not this same lesson also conveyed in that other scripture, “Thy words were found, and I did eat them”? {PTUK January 7, 1897, p. 6.4}
“Son of man, ... eat that I give thee.” Eat this word of God. Eat “every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” Then you will live healthfully and strongly in spiritual and eternal things, just as by eating the best of food, you live healthfully and strongly physically. Eat this bread of heaven as you eat the bread of earth, and you will find it to be to you in the things of heaven just as the other is in the things of earth. {PTUK January 7, 1897, p. 6.5}
A. T. JONES.
“Living by the Word—Now” The Present Truth 13, 3, p. 35.
“NOW the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: for all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” {PTUK January 21, 1897, p. 35.1}
And “now righteousness of God is made known.” “Now” is it at this very moment, even while you read. At this very moment, then, the righteousness of God is manifested “unto all, and upon all them that believe.” Do you believe in Jesus Christ “now,” at this moment? Do you? If you say, Yes, then “now,” at this very moment, the righteousness of God is made known to you and upon you. Do you believe it? The Word of God says that it is; do you say that it is? {PTUK January 21, 1897, p. 35.2}
The Lord wants you to say that what He says is so; that it is so “now,” at this moment; and that it is so to you and in you. “A new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you.” When the Lord says a thing, it is true, even though nobody in the world ever believes it. It would be true in Him, but not in them. But He wants it to be true in you as well as in Himself. And when you acknowledge that what He says is true to you “now,” at this moment, then that thing is true in Him and in you. {PTUK January 21, 1897, p. 35.3}
Many people are ready to admit, in a general way, that what the Lord says is so; they will admit that it may be so to other people; but that it is so to themselves, just now, they will not say, If you do not have faith for yourself, faith of your own, you do not have faith at all, for as you are not living yesterday nor to-morrow, but just now, while it is “now,” so if you do not believe “now,” you do not believe at all. Therefore the word of God is that “now” is the accepted time. {PTUK January 21, 1897, p. 35.4}
Do you believe in Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour “now?” You can answer that in one moment; you know that you do. Then this moment thank the Lord that his righteousness is manifested unto you and upon you. He not only says it, but he gives you witnesses to the fact,—it is witnessed by the law and the prophets. That law which you have transgressed, that law that has shown you guilty before God, that very law “now,” in view of the manifestation of the righteousness of God, witnesses that you have a just claim to this righteousness, and that you are thereby justified through the faith of Jesus Christ. {PTUK January 21, 1897, p. 35.5}
“Being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God.” Would you rather have the righteousness of God “now” than to have your sins? You say, Yes. Very good. God has “now” set forth Christ Jesus “to declare” to you “His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past.” Will you let the sins go “now,” this moment; and take the righteousness which He is set forth purposely to give, and which He “now,” this moment, freely gives? “Being justified freely.” “Being” is present tense. “Was” is past; “shall be” is future; but “being” is present. Therefore the Lord says to you and of you who believe in Jesus, “Being [now, at this moment] justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, ... through the forbearance of God.” {PTUK January 21, 1897, p. 35.6}
But the Lord does not drop the subject yet. He emphasises the present power and blessing of this infinite fact. “To declare, I say, at this time His righteousness.” First He says that it is “now” that the righteousness of God is manifested unto all and upon all them that believe; then He speaks of all such as “being justified freely;” and next He emphasises it all thus: “To declare, I say, at this time His righteousness.” Oh, poor, trembling, doubting soul, is not this assurance enough that “now,” at this moment, the righteousness of God is yours? that “now” you are being justified freely by his grace? “at this time,” righteousness is declared to you for the remission of all your sins that are past? {PTUK January 21, 1897, p. 35.7}
Is not this enough? It is enough to satisfy the Lord; for He says, “To declare, I say, at this time, His righteousness: that He might be just, and the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus.” Then as it is all-sufficient to satisfy the Lord, is it not enough to satisfy you? Will you “now” take the fulness of this blessed “gift of righteousness,” which is life, so that the Lord, by seeing the fruit of the travail of His soul, shall be satisfied again, and so, by your rejoicing, be doubly satisfied? This is all He asks of you. For “to him that worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.” {PTUK January 21, 1897, p. 35.8}
Here is the word of God, the word of righteousness, the word of life, to you, “at this time.” Will you be made righteous by it “now?” Will you live by it “now?” This is justification by faith. This is righteousness by faith. It is the simplest thing in the world. It is simply whether the word of God shall be true in you “now” or not. God spoke to Abraham, “Tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: ... So shall thy seed be.” And “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” “Now it was not written for his sake alone that it was imputed to him; but for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe on Him that raised up our Lord Jesus from the dead; who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification. Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” {PTUK January 21, 1897, p. 35.9}
“Now,” “at this time,” it is true; it is true in Him. Now, at this time, let it be true in you. {PTUK January 21, 1897, p. 35.10}
A. T. JONES.
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“The Comfort of God” The Present Truth 13, 4, p. 54.
GOD desires to make manifest the knowledge of Himself “by us in every place.” In order that this may be done, it is essential that we recognise Him in every place. He will not reign in our lives without our consent. It is by our consent. It is by our co-operation that all is to be done. “If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land.” “Willing” is the present acting of the will. “If ye be willing,” is therefore to say, If the present acting of your will is that God shall be glorified that His will shall be done, and you yield yourself to His will, ye shall eat the good of the land. “Choose ye this day,” each day, “while it is called to-day,” “whom ye will serve.” Thus it is that in order that God may make manifest the knowledge of Himself by us in every place, it is essential that we acknowledge Him in every place. {PTUK January 28, 1897, p. 54.1}
To acknowledge this is only to acknowledge the truth. It is so much the truth that it is the truth whether we acknowledge it or not. When Paul stood on Mars Hill, with a crowd of the greatest heathen before him, among whom there was not one Christian, he spoke the word of God,—that He is “not far from every one of us.” Not far is near; so that He is near to every man in the world. So near is He, indeed, that He stands at the very door, He will most gladly enter and reign in the life, and make manifest the fragrance of the knowledge of himself by that man in every place. {PTUK January 28, 1897, p. 54.2}
The Lord being thus near even to the heathen, and thus near to those who continually refuse to open to Him the door of their lives, how much more is it true that He is near to those who have opened the door, and have yielded themselves to Him. To all these He says, “I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.” “I the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand.” “I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” “Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father.... Fear ye not therefore, ye are of more value than many sparrows.” Yea, even “the very hairs of your head are all numbered.” {PTUK January 28, 1897, p. 54.3}
All this shows that nothing can enter your life or mine, of the value of a sparrow, but that God is there to meet it and watch over it, and make it turn to our good and to His own glory. It shows that nothing can enter your life that is of as much importance as one of the hairs of your head, but that God is there to meet it and make it turn to your good. And thus “we know that all things work together for good to them that love God.” Therefore it is written that “the God of all comfort,” “comforteth us in all our tribulation.” This world is a world of trial, of difficulty, of trouble. “Man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.” Such being the sort of world that this is, so long as we are in this world, we shall meet, and we are only to expect to meet, just such things as are in the world. We are not to ask to be kept from the trials that this world presents, but to be kept while in them. We are to ask for grace and discernment to find God there, that we may find His grace in every trial, His power in every difficulty, His comfort in all our tribulation. {PTUK January 28, 1897, p. 54.4}
This, too, not only that all the experiences of this world may be made to work for our own good and our own salvation, but also that by all these experiences we may be prepared the better to pass on that salvation to those who do not know it. Indeed, this latter is the very point dwelt upon in the passage which declares, “The God of all comfort,” “comforteth us in all our tribulation.” Here it is in full: “Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God.” As the object of God’s comforting us is to make us able to comfort others, it is plain enough that the purpose of our meeting the trials that this world affords, is to enable us to help other people who meet these same trials. In order for us to be a real help to others, we must understand their experiences, their trials, their troubles. {PTUK January 28, 1897, p. 54.5}
People who are of this world only, have only the experiences that this world affords. But God wants them to know a better experience than any of these. He wants them to know Him. He wants them to know Him everywhere and in all things. He wants them to know His power and His comfort, that will take all these experiences, and turn them to the salvation of those who meet them. And you and I, who profess to know Him, who have taken His name upon us,—He expects that we shall acknowledge Him in all these things, and that we shall thus find His power and His comfort turning all the bitter into sweet, turning for us all that seems to be against us, and thus be ourselves made able to comfort them that are in any trouble, with the comfort which we ourselves have received from God when we were in the like experiences that others meet who do not know God. Thus the Lord proposes to cause us always to triumph in Christ, and also to make manifest the knowledge of Himself by us in every place and to all people. {PTUK January 28, 1897, p. 54.6}
A. T. JONES.


