“Free from the Service of Sin” The Present Truth 14, 22, p. 345.
“KNOWING this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.” {PTUK June 2, 1898, p. 345.1}
Plainly, therefore, the Lord intends that we shall not serve sin, and, accordingly, has made provision that this intention shall be fulfilled. {PTUK June 2, 1898, p. 345.2}
“The body of sin” must be “destroyed,” in order that henceforth we shall “not serve sin.” If the body of sin is not destroyed, if sin is not taken up by the root, we shall certainly still serve sin, whatever our profession or desire. {PTUK June 2, 1898, p. 345.3}
Indeed, if I desire not to serve sin, if I desire to live without sinning, and yet do not desire it enough to have the body of sin destroyed, to have sin completely uprooted, whatever the cost, or however painful the process, then my desire is not sincere, and cannot possibly be realized. I am simply tickling my fancy with a mirage. {PTUK June 2, 1898, p. 345.4}
No; the body of sin must be destroyed,—nothing short of destruction will do,—in order that we shall not serve sin. See, too, what “destroy” means: “To pull down; unbuild; demolish; to overthrow; lay waste; ruin; make desolate; to kill; slay; extirpate; to bring to naught; put an end to; annihilate; obliterate entirely; cause to cease, or cease to be.” {PTUK June 2, 1898, p. 345.5}
The Lord has made full provision for this destruction of the body of sin; it must be accomplished by crucifixion. “Our old man is crucified,” “that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.” That is the straight, sure course to freedom from the service of sin. {PTUK June 2, 1898, p. 345.6}
But thank the Lord, we do not have to go this way alone. “Our old man is crucified with Him.” He was made “in the likeness of sinful flesh” for us. He was “in all things made like unto His brethren.” He “was in all points tempted like as we are.” “The Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” And He was crucified. He was crucified for us. He was crucified as us. He was “the last Adam.” He was humanity. And in Him the old Adam—the old, sinful humanity—was crucified. And “our old man is crucified with Him,” in order “that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.” {PTUK June 2, 1898, p. 345.7}
Are you indeed crucified with Him? Have you given up yourself to crucifixion, do you give yourself up to destruction, that you may be delivered from the service of sin? Is your desire to be freed from sinning so sincere that you freely give yourself up to crucifixion,—that you abandon yourself to destruction? If it is, then you can easily know the triumph that there is in knowing that the body of sin is destroyed, and that henceforth you shall not serve sin. {PTUK June 2, 1898, p. 345.8}
Why is this verse of scripture written, if it is not intended that you shall not serve sin? And when it is written to show you this the Lord’s intention, then of what good is that to you, what good can it ever be to you, if that intention is not fulfilled in you, and you are not kept from the service of sin? {PTUK June 2, 1898, p. 345.9}
A. T. JONES.

“Are You Dead?” The Present Truth 14, 23, p. 357.
“HE that is dead is freed from sin.” {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.1}
Are you freed from sin? If not, do you not see exactly where the difficulty lies? {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.2}
There stands the truth of God, that “he that is dead is freed from sin.” Then if you are not freed from sin, the only cause of it is that you are not dead. {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.3}
Jesus says, “Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone; but if it dies, it bringeth forth much fruit.” {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.4}
Again he says, “Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit.” {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.5}
Again he says, “Herein is My Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit.” {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.6}
As the Father is glorified in your bearing much fruit, and as it is only “if it die,” that it “bringeth forth much fruit,” it certainly follows that herein is the Father glorified, that ye die. {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.7}
Are you dead? Are you freed from sin? Will you glorify the Lord by bearing much fruit? Will you die? {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.8}
“Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone.” {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.9}
Do you want forever to abide alone? “Without Me ye can do nothing.” {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.10}
Without Him you can do nothing; without Him you abide alone; “except it ... die, it abideth alone;” except you die, you can do nothing. {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.11}
But, bless the Lord, “if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.” {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.12}
In being dead, then, there is freedom from sin; there is abiding with the Lord; there is the bearing of much fruit to the glory of God; and the end, eternal life. {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.13}
In not being dead, there is bondage to sin; there is abiding alone; and the end, eternal death. {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.14}
Thus he that will save his life shall lose it; but he that will lose his life for Christ’s sake shall keep it unto life eternal. {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.15}
Will you lose your life and save it? or will you save your life and lose it? {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.16}
“It is appointed unto men once to die.” And in the Gospel, God his fixed it so that every man can die that “once,” so as to live forevermore. {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.17}
Except it die, it abideth alone; but when we choose to die that we may bring forth much fruit, He does not leave us alone, nor ask us to die alone. He only asks us to die with Him. Bless His name! {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.18}
Then “if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him.” He does not live in sin. And being with Him, we shall not live in sin. {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.19}
Are you freed from sin? Are you dead? Are you dead with Christ, so that you live with Christ? {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 357.20}
A. T. JONES.
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“The Pledge of the Inheritance” The Present Truth 14, 23, p. 361.
THE “Holy Spirit of promise” “is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession.” {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 361.1}
An “earnest” is “a part paid beforehand on a contract, as security for the whole.” {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 361.2}
God in Christ has contracted to give us an eternal inheritance in “a better country” than this, “that is, an heavenly” having for its capital a glorious city, “whose builder and maker is God.” {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 361.3}
This inheritance is all bought and all paid for, for us. But the time has not yet fully come for the full redemption of the purchased possession. {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 361.4}
But He who has contracted to give it to us when it shall have been fully redeemed, pays us a part beforehand, gives us an earnest, as security for the whole eternal possession. {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 361.5}
That earnest, that part paid beforehand on the contract, is the Holy Spirit. That security for the eternal possession is the eternal Spirit. {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 361.6}
If you have that eternal Spirit, and as long as you have Him, you are sure of that eternal inheritance. If you have not that Spirit, you have no surety at all of the inheritance. {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 361.7}
But the inheritance is a free gift to all; and so is the earnest, the surety, for it is a free gift to all. And that security is “that Holy Spirit of promise.” {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 361.8}
“Ask, and it shall be given you.” “Receive ye the Holy Ghost.” {PTUK June 9, 1898, p. 361.9}
A. T. JONES.

“Servants of Righteousness” The Present Truth 14, 25, pp. 390, 391.
“BEING then made free from sin, ye become the servants of righteousness.” {PTUK June 23, 1898, p. 390.1}
We can be made free from sin, then: the Word of God says so. “Our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.” “He that is dead is dead from sin.” {PTUK June 23, 1898, p. 390.2}
But our blessedness does not stop with being made free from sin: “Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.” {PTUK June 23, 1898, p. 390.3}
We can not be the servants of sin and the servants of righteousness, both at the same time; for “when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from righteousness.” {PTUK June 23, 1898, p. 390.4}
We must be freed from sin before we can become the servants of righteousness. And “he that is dead is freed from sin.” {PTUK June 23, 1898, p. 390.5}
We must be “dead with Christ” before we can “live with Him.” “For in that He died, He died unto sin once: but in that He liveth, He liveth unto God.” {PTUK June 23, 1898, p. 390.6}
“Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” And just as Christ lives unto God since His death to sin, so we live unto God when we are dead with Him. When we are “dead with Him” “unto sin,” we “live with Him” “unto God.” {PTUK June 23, 1898, p. 390.7}
Have you been made free from sin? If not, why not? {PTUK June 23, 1898, p. 390.8}
Have you become the servant of righteousness? If not, it is because you have not been made free from sin. {PTUK June 23, 1898, p. 390.9}
Have you been trying, and failing, to be the servant of righteousness? Have you grieved over failures until you were almost, if not entirely, ready to think that there is no such thing in this world as being indeed a servant of righteousness? {PTUK June 23, 1898, p. 390.10}
O toiling, discouraged soul, “be of good cheer; I have overcome the world”! There is, in truth, in this world, in Him, the service of righteousness. But it comes only through “being made free from sin;” and only “He that is dead is freed from sin.” {PTUK June 23, 1898, p. 391.1}
Have you “endured the cross” of Christ with Christ? Are you crucified with Him? Have you given up to destruction the body of sin, in order that henceforth you should not serve sin? Are you dead with Him, and, so, freed from sin? {PTUK June 23, 1898, p. 391.2}
Be sure that all this is accomplished with you: then, and so, being “made free from sin,” you will become the servant of righteousness as surely as the Lord has spoken that glorious promise. {PTUK June 23, 1898, p. 391.3}
A. T. JONES.


