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Green recovery must first and foremost
Include the restoration of the environment,
particularly its natural ecosystems.

Green recovery
should include
not only areas
directly affected ¥4 | |
by hostilities, but [ | {1 G
also zones of | i\ Ok | vl
indirect impact




EMERALD NETWORK
IN UKRAINE purNG THE waR

N What is the Berne

A Convention? 1999
This is the short name for the Convention on
the Conservation of European Wildlife and Nat-
ural Habitats. It is named after the city where it
was signed in 1979.
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How the Emerald Network
was formed in Ukraine
the Bemne Convention

BERN CONVENTION was ratified in Ukraine

The Emerald Network consists of nature conservation areas across
Europe that are designed to preserve species and habitats threatened
with extinction. The network was established to fulfill the requirements

of the Berne Convention.

It is planned that after Ukraine joins the EU, the Emerald Network will
be connected to Natura 2000, - nature conservation network created

for the same purpose, but within the EU.

In Ukraine, the Emerald Network includes:

protected of which are im-
377 areas 30% pacted by war or
occupation

162. gi[ggsosed among them are unique steppe areas

Steppe or alpine? Why biogeographical regions
are so important

CE
Any site proposed for inclusion in the Emerald Network must undergo an assess-
ment of well it conforms to certain areas. In fact, it is a whole cycle of assessments,
the main purpose of which is to ensure that proposed areas truly meet the criteria
for rare habitats, include rare species for a particular biogeographical region.
Natura 2000 and the Emerald Network are designed on the basis of biogeographi-

elatively homogenous enviranmental cand

aractes

4 biogeographical regions in Ukraine
In terms of surface area among
Ukrainian areas, the continental

biogeographic region is the larg- . L
est, followed by steppe.
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The range of steppe habitats in
Ukraine is the largest among
countries that have ratified the
Berne Convention,
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Sites diructly affected by
the Russian-Ukrainian

war
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Biogeographical regions damaged by war
The diagram shows the number of

Emerald Network sites in Ukraine sub-

ject to occupation or located on the
front line

Approximately

dominate were nominated

Chalk outcroppings
+ 10 000 ha

inique European chalk outcroppings
occupati

.~"Many endemics grow".
on chalk cutcroppings.
- plants that are found
only one place an

Steppe depressions (pody)
steppe sites found nowhere else in Europe,
>40 occupied or within the conflict zone

+“Pody are ephemeral lakes
in the steppe zone that
occur during spring snow.
melt

" Uksainian pody fill with
water ance every 11
years and their vegeta

tion s quite variable as

aresult %

#Migration birds use |
i these sites as stopo-
vers.

Unique steppe habitats ™,
were included in the

Berme Convention upon
Ukraine's request

Marine habitat for cetaceans

j2 areas of particular importance for cataceans in Eurape &
have been under occupation since 2014

Harbor parpoise

Cetacean mortalityson e . R L i - -~~~ " "~~~
the rise due to the war
causing acoustic injuries.

cause,

" 2 Emerald Network sites have:
/" been recognized as areas of spe-
limpartance for cetaceans in
. Europe {according 1o the ACCOM
... BAMS Agreement on the Conser-
vation of Cetaceans).

Crimean mud volcanoes
50 active mud volcan Crimea have been
under occupation since 2014

Emerald Network sites and war

at least 100,000 ha e more than 50%

of Emerald Network sites of plants and animals listed
were engulfed in fires result- in Ukraine's Red Book are
ing from the hostilities, In- harmed by mine explo-
cluded are roughly 7,600 hec- cions, deforestation, fires,
tares of radiation-contaminat- noise from explosions, and
ed forests in the Chornobil military equipment

zone.
15-30 times
heavy metals con-

20 species
of plants listed in Ukraine's
tamination is

Red Book may disappear
higher than normal

Al Crimeat canoes
are found on the Kerch >

Peninsula. They do not

cxceed 5 meters in height

Volcanoes erupt
methane and liquid
\ dayratherthan
magina.
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due to large-scale fires
caused by shelling and mu-
nitions explosions

There are po current hastilities
underway on the Crimean
Feninsula, but the state of
canservation for fauna and

habitats is unknown.
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Ukraine’s green recovery should
include the creation of a significant

number of new protected areas.




At a time when access to certain areas is blocked
by mines, temporary occupation, or ongoing
hostilities, ecosystems are recovering without
waiting for our decisions.
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