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Politics Q1 

Should politicians ever be punished for lying? 

 

Key Issues and Questions to Address 

To write a comprehensive essay on this topic, you'll need to contend with several fundamental 

issues: 

1.​ Definitional challenges: 

 

What constitutes a political "lie" versus an error, opinion, or broken promise? 

 

How can we distinguish between intentional deception and legitimate political rhetoric? 

 

Should different standards apply to different types of untruths? 

 

2.​ Theoretical frameworks: 

 

How would Locke's social contract theory apply to political lying? 

 

Is there a conflict between democratic consent and political deception? 

 

What would various ethical frameworks (consequentialist, deontological, virtue ethics) suggest 

about punishing political lies? 
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3.​ Practical considerations: 

 

Who should determine when a politician has lied? 

 

What forms of punishment would be appropriate and proportionate? 

 

How can we prevent politically-motivated accusations of lying? 

 

4.​ Democratic implications: 

 

How do political lies affect citizens' ability to give informed consent? 

 

What damage do political lies cause to democratic institutions and public trust? 

 

How does this connect to Locke's views on legitimate government? 

 

5.​ Comparative perspectives: 

 

How do different political systems address truthfulness in politics? 

 

What existing mechanisms punish political lying (e.g., libel laws, ethics committees)? 

 

What historical examples demonstrate successful or unsuccessful approaches? 
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6.​ Freedom of speech concerns: 

 

How would punishing political lies interact with freedom of expression? 

 

Could punishment mechanisms be misused to silence legitimate political discourse? 

 

How might Locke balance his commitment to liberty with concerns about deception? 

 

7.​ Specific to Locke: 

 

How does Locke's epistemology inform how we should think about political truth? 

 

How would Locke's views on trust and the dissolution of government apply? 

 

How might Locke balance his commitment to natural rights with the need for truthfulness? 

 

 

 
John Locke Essay Competition 2025​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​                 3 


