Pool of Siloam
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1730 map showing Jerusalem in Jesus' i

time, with the Pool of Siloam ("Siloe") outside
the city wall at the lower right

The term Pool of Siloam -
Hebrew: ni?'¢in nd13,

The Lower Pool or "Old Pool" ( np12n
NAY'D, according to Isaiah 22:11) was
historically known in Palestinian

Arabic as Birket el-hamra "the Red Pool."

During the Second Temple period, the Pool
of Siloam was centrally located in the
Jerusalem suburb of Acra (Hebrew: Xa7n),
also known as the Lower City. Today, the
Pool of Siloam is the lowest place in
altitude within the historical city of
Jerusalem, with an elevation of about 625
metres (2,051 ft) above sea level. The
ascent from it unto the Temple

Mount meant a gradient of 115 metres
(377 ft) in altitude at a linear distance of
about 634 metres (2,080 ft), with a mean
elevation in the Temple Mount of 740
metres (2,430 ft) above sea level.
According to the Jerusalem

Talmud, Hagigah, the Pool of Siloam was
the starting point for pilgrims who made

the annual pilgrimage to Jerusalem, and

where they ascended by foot to the inner
court of the Temple Mount to bring

an offertory to the Temple Court. The Pool
of Siloam (perhaps referring to the Lower
Pool) was used by pilgrims for ritual
purification before visiting the Temple
enclosure [WIKKI]
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