
Cannibalism in the Old Testament 

The Old Testament mentions instances of cannibalism, though it is not explicitly condoned or 

encouraged. Passages in books like 2 Kings, Lamentations, and Leviticus describe such events, 

typically as a consequence of famine and siege, or as a punishment for disobedience.  

Elaboration: 

2 Kings 6:24-31: This passage describes the siege of Samaria, where the desperation of the 

people led to them resorting to eating their own children for sustenance, highlighting the 

severity of the situation.  

Lamentations 2:20 and 4:10: These passages speak of the horrors of the siege of Jerusalem, 

with the people experiencing extreme suffering, including instances of mothers eating their 

children. 

Leviticus 26:29: This verse describes God's punishment for disobedience, including the Israelites 

consuming their own children. 

  

Other instances: 

Isaiah 9:20 and Jeremiah 19:9 also allude to cannibalism as a consequence of divine judgment 

for sin. Ezk.50:10 

Key Points: While the Old Testament mentions cannibalism, it's not portrayed as a normal or 

acceptable practice. These instances are presented as extreme reactions to severe famine and 

siege, or as a consequence of divine punishment for disobedience. The Bible generally 

condemns violence and suffering, and these instances of cannibalism serve as cautionary tales 

about the consequences of sin and disobedience, according to Bible Study Tools.  

Bible Verses about Cannibalism in Scripture 

Jeremiah 19:9. 9 I will make them eat the flesh of their sons and daughters, and they will eat 

one another's flesh because their e... 

No Explicit Command or Practice: The Old Testament doesn't explicitly endorse or command 

cannibalism, but it does acknowledge the potential for it to occur under dire circumstances. In 

summary, the Old Testament doesn't explicitly state that cannibalism was practiced, but it does 

refer to periods of starvation and famine where it could have potentially occurred, and it also 

alludes to other practices like human sacrifice that might be seen as related 

Interpretations: Some scholars interpret verses like those in 2 Kings 6:28-30 as evidence of 

cannibalism during famines, while others argue they simply describe the extreme desperation 

of those facing starvation 

Famine and Desperation: 

The Old Testament describes periods of severe famine, where desperation might lead people to 

cannibalistic acts. For example, the description of women consuming their children during the 

siege of Samaria in 2 Kings 6:28-30 can be interpreted as a sign of desperation 


