
ENGLISH WITH THE GOOD WIFE 
Season 1 (episodes 1–23) + Season 2 (episode 24) · Module 1 · 24 Lessons 

 

COURSE OVERVIEW 
Section Description 

Purpose This document outlines a 1:1 speaking course based on The Good Wife. The goal is 
to develop structured B2-level spoken English through courtroom dialogue analysis, 
argument construction, and advanced grammar application in professional legal 
contexts. 

Target Level B1 students aiming to reach confident B2 spoken fluency in analytical, professional, 
and persuasive communication. 

What’s Inside LESSON PLAN (how one lesson works) · COURSE PLAN (24 lessons) · MODULE 
RESULTS (skills + quantitative result). 

Format 2 lessons per week · 24 lessons total · 1 module. 

Duration 12 weeks. 

Series 
Selection 

Episodes explore litigation strategy, evidence, persuasion, ethics, negotiations, and 
political pressure. 

Structure Each episode is analyzed through: Legal Goal → Evidence / Obstacle → Argument 
Strategy → Verdict / Consequence. 

Adaptation Speaking tasks focus on legal reasoning, structured argumentation, 
cross-examination language, and formal registers. 
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Workbook Students receive structured subtitles, legal vocabulary lists, guided case retelling 
prompts, debate tasks, role-play trials, and grammar algorithms for precise 
reasoning. 

 

LESSON PLAN — EXAMPLE 

PREPARATION (BEFORE THE LESSON) 
Step Task 

① Watch the assigned episode segment with English subtitles. 

② Highlight courtroom and negotiation phrases. 

③ Prepare structured retelling (Case → Evidence → Strategy → Outcome). 

④ Extract 5–10 reusable legal expressions. 

⑤ Identify the key turning point (new evidence, witness move, judge decision). 

⑥ Complete focused grammar practice (Conditionals, Passive Voice, Reported Speech, 
Modals). 

Goal:​
 Professional vocabulary activation · Analytical thinking · B2 grammar transition 

 

AT THE LESSON (60 MINUTES) 

Structure: 45 minutes speaking · 15 minutes correction 

Step Activity 
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① Warm-up discussion (ethics, law, power, public image). 

② Structured case retelling. 

③ Dialogue mechanics analysis (intention → pressure → objection → concession). 

④ Courtroom role play (opening statement, cross, negotiation, settlement). 

⑤ Language algorithm extraction (argument patterns, formal phrasing, hedging). 

⑥ Grammar precision upgrade. 

Goal:​
 Clear argument structure · Formal control · Persuasive delivery 

 

COURSE PLAN — 12 WEEKS (2 LESSONS 
PER WEEK) 

WEEK 1 
L. Episode Speaking 

Focus 
Grammar Focus 
(B2 Upgrade) 

Dialogue 
Technique 

Character Action Map 

1 Pilot Return & 
reinvention 

Past Simple; 
Present Perfect 

Controlled 
credibility 

Alicia returns to law; takes first 
murder retrial case; faces 
unexpected resistance 

2 Stripped Consent & 
power 

Modal verbs; 
Passive Voice 

Courtroom 
pressure 

Alicia and Will defend a rape 
victim; Alicia confronts Peter; 
family hides evidence 

WEEK 2 
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L. Episode Speaking 
Focus 

Grammar Focus Dialogue 
Technique 

Character Action Map 

3 Home Community & 
suspicion 

Past Continuous; 
Reported Speech 

Defensive 
framing 

Alicia defends teen accused of 
murder; Cary assists; client 
admits presence but denies 
crime 

4 Fixed Corruption & 
proof 

Conditionals Type 
1; Passive 

Evidence 
reversal 

Alicia finds juror bribery clue; 
Peter’s lawyer pressures and 
bribes her 

WEEK 3 
L. Episode Speaking 

Focus 
Grammar 
Focus 

Dialogue 
Technique 

Character Action Map 

5 Crash Corporate 
blame 

Modal verbs; 
Time limits 

Urgency 
escalation 

Alicia and Will defend widows; 
race for evidence in 72 hours; 
Jackie takes kids to see Peter 

6 Conjugal Appeal & 
leverage 

Indirect 
questions; 
Modals 

Information 
extraction 

Alicia works death-row appeal; 
seeks conjugal visit for intel tied to 
Peter’s past 

WEEK 4 
L. Episode Speaking 

Focus 
Grammar Focus Dialogue 

Technique 
Character Action Map 

7 Unorthodox Culture & 
tactics 

Comparatives; 
Conditionals Type 
2 

Scam 
detection 

Alicia co-counsels slip-and-fall 
case; suspects scam; firm 
begins layoffs 
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8 Unprepared Hate crime 
& loyalty 

Passive Voice; 
Reported Speech 

Controlled 
testimony 

Alicia defends scientist 
accused of arson; asked to 
testify for Peter; Zach 
investigates anonymous 
sender 

WEEK 5 
L. Episode Speaking 

Focus 
Grammar Focus Dialogue 

Technique 
Character Action Map 

9 Threesome Office 
politics 

Present Perfect; 
Modals 

Reputation 
defense 

Alicia defends senior partner after 
DUI arrest; navigates firm politics; 
public scandal continues 

10 Lifeguard Bias & 
justice 

Conditionals; 
Modal verbs 

Pressure on 
authority 

Alicia investigates judge’s 
motives; exposes pattern; Diane 
considers judgeship 

WEEK 6 
L. Episode Speaking 

Focus 
Grammar 
Focus 

Dialogue 
Technique 

Character Action Map 

11 Infamy Media harm Passive Voice; 
Reported 
Speech 

Public 
accusation 

Firm sues TV commentator for 
wrongful death; Alicia handles 
divorce for rival’s wife 

12 Painkiller Responsibility Modals of 
deduction; Past 
Perfect 

Truth 
reconstruction 

Alicia defends doctor after 
overdose death; Jackie has 
stroke; Kalinda pulled into 
political attack 

WEEK 7 
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L. Episode Speaking 
Focus 

Grammar Focus Dialogue 
Technique 

Character Action Map 

13 Bad Doubt & 
liability 

Conditionals 
Type 2 

Controlled 
suspicion 

Alicia defends Sweeney in civil 
court; murder ambiguity; Diane 
buys gun after threat 

14 Hi Crisis 
response 

Indirect 
questions; 
Passive 

Rapid 
interrogation 

Babysitter murder case; Cary is 
high but must work; Kalinda traces 
key evidence; Peter wins appeal 

WEEK 8 
L. Episode Speaking Focus Grammar Focus Dialogue 

Technique 
Character Action Map 

15 Bang Witness strategy Modals; 
Conditionals 
Type 1 

Courtroom 
engineering 

Peter returns home arrested; 
Alicia second-chairs murder 
trial; key witness tactic frees 
client 

16 Fleas Confidentiality & 
risk 

Reported 
Speech; Passive 

Information 
control 

Alicia defends lawyer accused 
of leaking witness list; Peter 
plans public rehab 

WEEK 9 
L. Episode Speaking 

Focus 
Grammar Focus Dialogue 

Technique 
Character Action Map 

17 Heart Ethics & 
precedent 

Conditionals 
Type 3; Modals 

High-stakes 
negotiation 

Emergency hospital court; 
insurance blocks surgery; Will 
gains leverage; settlement saves 
baby 
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18 Doubt Credibility Present Perfect; 
Past Perfect 

Tension in 
subtext 

Alicia and Will defend student in 
homicide case; personal tension 
affects teamwork 

WEEK 10 
L. Episode Speaking 

Focus 
Grammar Focus Dialogue 

Technique 
Character Action Map 

19 Boom Public danger Passive Voice; 
Modals 

Narrative 
reframing 

Firm defends publisher after 
bombing; discovers inside job; 
Alicia confronts Peter’s 
manipulation 

20 Mock Immigration & 
control 

Reported 
Speech; 
Conditionals 

Institutional 
pressure 

Monitoring alarm incident; Alicia 
helps building manager facing 
deportation; Will runs mock trial 

WEEK 11 
L. Episode Speaking 

Focus 
Grammar 
Focus 

Dialogue 
Technique 

Character Action Map 

21 Unplugged Power & 
choices 

Indirect 
questions; 
Passive 

Competing 
narratives 

Divorce chaos around rock star 
coma; Eli discusses Peter’s 
campaign; competition result 
decided 

22 Hybristophilia Shock & 
defense 

Modals of 
deduction; Past 
Perfect 

Damage 
containment 

Alicia meets Sweeney; finds 
him handcuffed to dead 
woman; he claims self-defense 

WEEK 12 
L. Episode Speaking 

Focus 
Grammar 
Focus 

Dialogue 
Technique 

Character Action Map 
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23 Running Corruption & 
deals 

Conditionals 
Type 1; Passive 

Immunity 
bargaining 

Alicia works immunity deal; 
undercover cop dies; lawsuit 
reveals widow’s role; Alicia 
supports Peter’s campaign with 
conditions 

24 Taking 
Control 

Power shift Review of B2 
structures 

Strategic 
interruption 

Peter campaign moment; Will’s 
deleted love message; firm merger 
crisis begins; Alicia counsels 
self-representing defendant 

 

MODULE RESULTS — THE GOOD WIFE 

Skills Result (Courtroom & Professional Dialogue Focus) 
Area Result After One Module 

Speaking Stamina 45 minutes of structured analytical discussion 

Professional Vocabulary Expanded lexicon for law, trials, evidence, ethics, and negotiations 

Argumentation Skills Clear claim → evidence → objection → rebuttal → conclusion 

Listening Improved comprehension of fast courtroom exchanges and formal tone 
shifts 

Persuasion Control Confident use of hedging, precision, and polite pressure 

Dialogue Mechanics Intention → challenge → counterargument → strategic concession 

Quantitative Result 
Category Measurable Outcome 
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Active Speaking Practice ~17 hours 

Original Series Dialogue ~12 hours of curated legal episodes 

Grammar Frameworks 24 contextual B2 structures 

Vocabulary Growth ~650–850 legal and professional expressions 

Vocabulary Activation Logic 
Component Explanation 

Episode Count 24 lessons 

Lessons per Episode 1 

Reusable 
Expressions 

~25–35 per episode 

Total Accumulation ~650–850 contextual expressions 

Activation Method repetition → case retelling → courtroom role play → argument reconstruction 
→ algorithm extraction 

Memorization Style Concept-based activation through repeated courtroom patterns and 
persuasive speaking tasks 
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