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Pollution and Diseases is a fully open access journal committed to the principles of free and unrestricted 
access to scientific knowledge. All articles published in the journal are immediately available online upon 
publication without subscription fees, embargo periods, or access limitations. 

 
1. Open Access Policy 
The journal provides immediate, worldwide, free access to all published content. 
Readers may: 

• read, 
• download, 
• copy, 
• distribute, 
• print, 
• search, 
• link to the full texts of articles, 

without asking permission from the publisher or the authors, in accordance with the Creative Commons 
Attribution license. 
This policy aligns with the Budapest Open Access Initiative (BOAI) definition of open access. 

 
2. Licensing 
All articles are published under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) license. 
This license allows: 

• sharing (copying and redistributing the material), 
• adaptation (remixing, transforming, and building upon the material), 
• commercial and non-commercial reuse, 

as long as appropriate credit is given to the original authors. 
Authors retain full copyright to their work. 

 
3. Author Rights 
Authors publishing in Pollution and Diseases: 

• retain copyright; 
• may deposit any version of their manuscript (submitted, accepted, or published version) in any 

repository; 
• may distribute copies of their work freely; 
• may reuse their own material in future publications without restriction; 
• may post the published article on personal websites, institutional repositories, ResearchGate, 

Academia.edu, or anywhere else. 
No embargo periods apply. 

 
4. APC Transparency and Waivers 
The journal may charge Article Processing Charges (APCs) to cover the costs of publication. 
However: 

• APC waivers or reductions are available for authors from low-resource settings, conflict zones, or 
regions with limited scientific infrastructure; 

• Authors may request an APC waiver with a brief justification; 
• APC information is fully transparent and publicly available on the journal website. 

The ability to pay APCs does not influence editorial decisions. 
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5. Repository and Self-Archiving Policy 
The journal permits self-archiving in compliance with the Sherpa/RoMEO green open 
access classification. 
Authors may deposit: 

• preprint (submitted version), 
• postprint (accepted manuscript), 
• published version (Version of Record, VoR) 

in: 
• institutional repositories, 
• disciplinary repositories, 
• national archives, 
• personal websites, 
• preprint servers (e.g., bioRxiv, EarthArXiv). 

Deposit is allowed immediately upon publication (no embargo). 

 
6. Indexing and Discoverability 
Open access content is indexed in major abstracting and indexing databases. 
Persistent accessibility is ensured through: 

• DOI registration via CrossRef, 
• long-term digital preservation systems, 
• recommended use of standardized metadata formats. 

 
7. Commitment to Open Science 
The journal actively supports the global transition to open science through: 

• unrestricted access to publications, 
• encouragement of data and materials sharing, 
• transparent editorial processes, 
• rapid dissemination of research relevant to pollution and disease. 

We encourage authors to share: 
• datasets, 
• code, 
• protocols, 
• supplementary materials, 

through open repositories whenever possible. 

 
8. Compliance with Funders and Institutions 
Articles published in the journal comply with open access requirements set by: 

• Plan S funders (when CC BY is required), 
• European Union open access mandates, 
• NIH, Wellcome Trust, UKRI, and other major funding bodies, 
• institutional open access policies. 

No additional steps are needed for authors to meet funder requirements. 

 
9. Reader Rights 
All readers have equal and immediate access to: 

• full-text articles, 
• supplementary materials, 
• figures and tables, 
• editorial content. 

No registration, subscription, or payment is required. 

 
10. Publisher Responsibilities 
The publisher is committed to: 

• ensuring continual access to published content, 
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• maintaining CC BY licensing consistency, 
• preserving content long-term, 
• supporting transparent communication regarding open access policies. 

 
Conclusion 
Pollution and Diseases is dedicated to advancing scientific knowledge through unrestricted access, global 
dissemination, and adherence to the highest standards of open access publishing. By removing financial 
and legal barriers, the journal supports a more equitable and inclusive scientific community. 
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