
Public Meeting #1
Lewis County Rail Trail Master Plan

August 19, 2026



Agenda

• Welcome
• Schedule
• Findings to Date

• Crossings and Structures Site Visits
• Right-of-Way and Deed Research
• Environmental Review

• Public Participation Plan
• Adjacent Property Owner Meetings
• Survey Summary

• Next Steps
• Open House



Schedule

We are here



• Naming approach:
o Trail A – Lowville to 

Carthage
o Trail B – Lowville to 

Croghan
oExact termination 

points matter

Project Limits

A

B



• Field visit May 18th -19th

• Reviewed all road 
crossings 

• Recorded photos looking 
right, left, and straight 
across roadways

• Noted presence of 
existing rail crossing 
beacons and visible 
underground utilities

Existing Conditions – Road Crossings



• Trail A 
o14 crossings

 12 public roadways
 2 private roadways

• Trail B 
o13 road crossings

o 12 public roadways
o 1 private roadway

Existing Conditions – Road Crossings



• Structures Field visit July 
8th - 9th

• Reviewed many of the 
existing culverts and all 
bridges

• Photos of each bridge 
and documented 
dimensions

• Noted visual condition of 
existing abutments, 
bearing, steel girders, 
and ties 

Existing Conditions - Structures



Cattle Pass

Existing Conditions - Structures

Culvert – Large Culvert – Small

Bridge – TrussBridge – Multi-Girder Bridge – Thru Girder



• Trail A 
o The following have 

been identified by 
railroad valuation maps 
or field work:
 8 Bridges
 23 Cattle Passes
 55 Culverts

 Large Culverts – 9
 Small Culverts - 46

• Trail B 
o The following have 

been identified by 
railroad valuation maps 
or field work:
 5 Bridges
 17 Cattle Passes
 24 Culverts

 Large Culverts – 3
 Small Culverts - 21

Existing Conditions - Structures



• Trail B 7,500' southwest of Deveines 
Road, Capidon Creek - Trail in use

Existing Conditions



Existing Conditions

• Croghan



Right-of-way and Deed Research

• Mohawk Adirondack Northern (NYC Line) – 
Valuation Maps

• Lowville and Beaver River Branch Valuation Maps



• Developed horizontal and vertical alignments 
for both trails to help identify impacts

• Environmental Reviews are being progressed
oWetlands 
oEndangered species 
oHistoric properties

Existing Conditions



• Adjacent Property Owner 
Meetings

• Pop Up Events
• Lewis County Fair
• Food Truck Friday

• Materials
• Business cards
• Direct mailing
• Website
• Survey

• Municipal Meetings
• Stakeholder Meeting
• Open House #1

Public Participation Plan



• 10 days
• 60 property owners
• Common themes/concerns

• Trespassing/privacy
• Access/gates
• Fencing/plantings

• Hunting
• Suggested seasonal restrictions

• Motorized vs non-motorized use
• Prefer non-motorized

• Liability
• Who is liable if user gets hurt on their property

• Maintenance/Enforcement
• Who will maintain trail surface, clean up debris, 

enforce rules and patrol trail

Adjacent Property Owner Meetings



• Posted online on 
7/21/2026

• As of 8/18/2026,      
471 respondents

• Promoted via emails, 
online, at the Lewis 
County Fair, and 
word of mouth

• Survey will close on 
9/1/2026

Survey Summary



Overall, do you support development of a rail trail in this corridor?

Survey Summary

69%

13%

10%

6%

2%

As of 8/18/2026



Survey Summary
If you oppose the rail trail project, what are your primary reasons? 
(select all)

10%

7%

7%

6%

6%

6%

6%

5%

4%

2%

As of 8/18/2026



Survey Summary
What activities would you like the rail trail to support? 
(select all)

70%

54%

30%

32%

29%

21%

17%

7%

11%

6%

4%

As of 8/18/2026



Survey Summary
What concerns, if any, do you have about the trail?
(select all)

60%

34%

27%

31%

24%

17%

18%

15%

7%

As of 8/18/2026



Next Steps

• Destination Inventory and Analysis
• Existing and potential destinations

• Trail Design Considerations and Route Recommendations
• Master plan

• Potential impacts
• 30% design

• Cost Estimates and Implementation Plan
• Estimate

• Design services, construction, materials, etc. 
• Implementation

• Funding, sponsorships, etc. 

• Final Report
• Executive summary of:

• Public feedback
• Feasibility
• Recommendations



Thank you
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