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Public Meeting #1
Lewis County Rail Trail Master Plan

August 19, 2026



Agenda

« Welcome
 SChedule
* FiIndings to Date

« Crossings and Structures Site Visits
« Right-of-Way and Deed Research
* Environmental Review

» Public Participation Plan
« Adjacent Property Owner Meetings
e Survey Summary

* Next Steps
 Open House
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Schedule

DESCRIPTION

Project Management
Existing Conditions/Trails Assessment
Public Participation

Destination Inventory and Analysis

Trail Design and Route Recommendations
Cost Estimate and Implementation Program

Final Report

Branding and Market Strategy

C  COORDINATION MEETING

S STAKEHOLDER MEETING

P PUBLIC MEETING

D  DRAFT REPORTSUBMITTED
F FINAL REPORT SUBMITTLD

[ PROPERTY OWNER MEETINGS

We are here
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Project Limifs

« Naming approach: \ " s o

o Trail A — Lowville 1o
Carthage

o Trail B — Lowville to
Croghan

o Exact termination
points matter

CROGHAN
~r>

BUSHES
LANDING

65 st ;"\
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Existing Condifions — Road Crossings

- Field visit May 18 -19™

 Reviewed all road
Crossings

« Recorded photos looking
right, left, and straight
ACross roadways

* Noted presence of
existing rail crossing
beacons and visible
underground utilities
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Existing Condifions — Road Crossings

 Trail A * Trail B
o 14 crossings o 13 road crossings
= 12 public roadways o 12 public roadways
= 2 private roadways o 1 private roadway
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Existing Conditions - Structures

 Structures Field visit July
8’rh _ 9’rh

« Reviewed many of the
existing culverts and all
oridges

* Photos of each bridge
and documented
dimensions

 Noted visual condition of
existing abutments,
bearing, steel girders,
and ties
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xisting Condifions - Structures

Bridge — Multi-Girder Bridge - Thru Girder Bridge - Truss
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Existing Conditions - Structures

e Trail A * Trail B
o The following have o The following have
been identified by been identified by
railroad valuation maps railroad valuation maps
or field work: or field work:
= 8 Bridges = 5 Bridges
= 23 Cattle Passes = 17 Cattle Passes
= 55 Culverts = 24 Culverts
= Large Culverts — 9 = Large Culverts -3
= Small Culverts - 46 = Small Culverts - 21
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Existing Conditions

- Trail B 7,500 southwest of Deveines
Road, Capidon Creek - Trail in use




Existing Conditions

« Croghan
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Right-of-way and Deed Research

 Mohawk Adirondack Northern (NYC Line) —
Valuation Maps

* Lowville and Beaver River Branch Valuation Maps
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Existing Conditions

» Developed horizontal and vertical alignments
for both frails to help identity impacts

* Environmental Reviews are being progressed
oWetlands
O Enddngered SpeCies Lewis County Rail Trail

PROJECT HOME REGULATORY REVIEW

O H iS'l'OfiC prO perlﬁes Lewis County Rail Trail . What's next?

ately I5 miles

IPaC Information for Planning and Consultation LS. Fish & Wildlife Service

B FROCTS. AR STEART

f Enrmatr raileaad toeridor, necently touined A datermination key which you evaluated
£9 2 mult ail & term connecting has been updated

PROJECT HIOME REGULATORY REVIEW P m

Resources Endangered species
ENDAMGERED SPECIES i

IPa fermation for Planning and Consultation ULS, Fash & Waldl
Ul TAE

An official Species It was generated 29
Listest specien® and cheir critical habiisss soe marage days ago. Species lists are considered

ingi e
Wl and the fisharies o Resproe walid for 90 days.
BALD & GOLDEN EAGLES 2 ReMAA F B e
o [MOAA Fisheries e REQUEST UPDATED LiST
e
MIGRATORY BRDE Hy =
FACILITIES
Additional informution on endangeresd species dats i prosides L A
ocal office
WETLANDS Tie foliowing speies are poversially affecoed by acivit this lpcaon KAy AT o anl Liniba Enneies, Hae Yoik
& PRINT RESCURCE LiST 226 Hiaw York Ecological Senvices Field
EETHUMIMNARS IR LIST 3 Cffice )

OF HORE-103347

Mammals

& PMELBERL [ B DOCUMENTE

Resources

This project pobentially
Fish and Wildiife Sen.

acts 23 resources managed or regulabed by the LS.

* 3 endangered species
= 20 migratory birds

SEE RESOURCES
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Public Parficipation Plan

- Adjacent Property Owner
Meetings

* Pop Up Events
* Lewis County Fair
* Food Truck Friday

« Materials

« Business cards

« Direct mailing

« Website

« Survey
* Municipal Meetings
« Stakeholder Meeting
« Open House #1 LEWIS gifeoon  une 2026

LEWIS COUNTY RAIL TRAIL
MASTER PLAN

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN
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Adjacent Property Owner Meetings

« 10 days
» 60 property owners

« Common themes/concerns
» Trespassing/privacy
« Access/gates
« Fencing/plantings
* Hunting
» Suggested seasonal restrictions
* Motorized vs non-motorized use
* Prefer non-motorized
- Liability
 Who is liable if user gets hurt on their property
* Maintenance/Enforcement

» Who will maintain trail surface, clean up debris,
enforce rules and patrol trail
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Survey Summary

 Posted online on

7 / 2" / 20 2 6 o 5 b 2 HOME ABOUT GETINVOLVED DOCUMENTS
* As of 8/18/2026,
471 respondents LEW|S
 Promoted via emails, COUNTY
online, at the Lewis
County Fair, and RAIL TRAIL
word of mouth MASTER PLAN
» Survey will close on

9/1/2026
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Survey Summary

Overall, do you support development of a rail trail in this corridor?

Strongly support 69%

13%

Strongly Oppose - 10%

Meutral 6%

Support

Oppose ' 2%

0 100 200 300

As of 8/18/2026
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Survey Summary

If you oppose the rail trail project, what are your primary reasons?

(select all)

Concerns about impacts to adjacent landowners 10%
Concerns about crime or safety

Prefer other county priorities receive funding
Do not believe it will create economic benefits
Too expensive

Environmental concerns

Concerns about maintenance costs

Do not anticipate using it

Prefer preserving the rail corridor for future rail use

Other

0 20 40 As of 8/18/2026
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Survey Summary

What activities would you like the rail trail to support?

(select all)

Walking / hiking 70%
Bicycling

Snowmobiling

ATV / OHV use

Running

Cross-country skiing

Dog walking

Birdwatching / nature observation
Commuting / transportation

Other

Horseback riding

0 100 200 300
As of 8/18/2026
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Survey Summary

What concerns, if any, do you have about the trail?

(select all)

Motorized vs. non-motorized conflicts 60%
Maintenance

Privacy for nearby properties
Safety / crime

Moise

MNaone

Environmental impacts

Traffic / parking

Other

0 100 200 300
As of 8/18/2026
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Next Steps

» Destination Inventory and Analysis
 Existing and potential destinations

* Trail Design Considerations and Route Recommendations

* Master plan

« Potential impacts
« 30% design

« Cost Estimates and Implementation Plan

» Estimate

» Design services, construction, materials, etc.
* Implementation

« Funding, sponsorships, etfc.

* Final Report

« Executive summary of:
« Public feedback
» Feasibility
« Recommendations
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Thank you
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